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DYSPEPSIA. 



Bt Fbed. Kino, M.D., Ph.Q., Atlanta, Ga. 



Notwithstanding the fact that a great 
deal has been written on dyspepsia, I 
think many physicians are almost entire- 
ly ignorant of its causes, and the many 
pathological conditions that are to be ob- 
served in the various forms of the dis- 
ease. This is owing to the fact that a 
majority of us do not r^ard indigestion 
of sufficient importance to be enumerated 
among the serious maladies with which 
we have to deal. W hen consulted by dys- 
pepticsy we are too prone to regard them 
as hypochondriacs, and to dismiss them 
afler having prescribed a few bitter ton- 
ics and given some directions as to their 
diet. By such hasty and unjustifiable 
proceedinf2;8, we do ourselves injury and 
our patients injustice. If any relief is 
afforded, it is only temporary, and pa- 
tients finally seek the ''quack'' and 
^'stomach bitter men/' who are ever 



ready to rob them of their last farthing. 
Dyspepsia embraces all abnormal con* 
ditions of the digestive organs — stomach, 
liver, pancreas and small intestines; hence, 
the field is so broad that it is no easy task 
for us, when palled upon to treat a pa- 
tient suffering from indigestion, to reach 
a satisfactory diagnosis without thorough- 
ly studying each individual case. We 
rarely meet with two consecutive cases in 
which the same symptoms are observa • 
ble. This, of course, is owing to the 
fact that different organs connected with 
the functions of dieestion are at fault. 
Thf symptoms in all cases are local ; that 
is, they proceed directly from the stom* 
ach or small intestines — the first stages 
of digestion taking place in the former^ 
the last in the latter. When the symp^ 
toms are traceable to the stomach, we may 
attribute them to deficiency in the quan- 
tity or quality of the gastric juice. It is 
impossible to enumerate, in a short paper 
like this, the many causes of this d^- 
ciency. We should always carry our in- 
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vestigaiions far enough to be able to lo- 
cate, if possible, the exact seat of the trou- 
ble with which we have to deal, and 
then govern ourselves accordingly. 

Under two main or principal heads 
may be classified all forms of dyspepsia: 
First, labored or difficult digestion ; and 
second, symptoms of disturbed or im- 
perfect digestion. A sense of discomfort is 
always the result of any kind of indiges- 
tion, while on the other hand, ease and 
comfort always follow the proper per- 
formance of this most important of all 

functions. 

Dy8|)eptic8 are nearly always uneasy 
or miserable while the processes of diges- 
tion are going on ; in many cases, amount- 
ing to the most extreme melancholy. 
These are oftentimes the only symptoms 
present. When such a state of things 
exist, we may at once conclude that we 
are to deal with labored or difficult di- 
gestion, resulting from a deficiency of 
some of the elements of the gastric juice, 
and must therefore prescribe such reme- 
dies as are calculated to make up for this 
deficiency. If the symptoms proceed 
from disturbed or imperfect digestion,they 
are traceable to a point lower down in 
the alimentary canal. 

The most prominent symptoms of dys- 
pepsia — such as regurgitations, cardial- 
gia, catharsis tympanites, vomiting, etc., 
are so well known to us all that I deem 
anything like an extended reference to 
them superfluous. They all result from 
different causes — some originating in the 
stomach, while others come from a point 
below the pyloric orifice of that organ. 
A review of the many pathological 
changes that are to be observed in these 
abnormal conditions of the organs en- 
gaged in digestion, would be quite inter- 
esting, and indeed very conducive to a 
better understanding of the subject under 
consideration, did space permit. But I 
will hasten on to the consideration of 
those remedies which, in my opinion, are 
best fitted for the relief of aJU form of 
dyspepsia. 

In nearly all cases of indigestion, I am 
sure that the prime cau:3e of the disorder 
may be found in the stomach or in the 



pancreas, and I am satisfied that the lat« 
ter organ is as often at fault as the former. 
The symptoms in a large proportion 
of the cases that have come under my 
observation, point strongly to the truth- 
fulness of this proposition. I am decid- 
edly inclined to the opinion that many 
cases of supposed '^chronic diarrhoea" are 
nothing but indigestion dependent upon 
a want of proper emulsification. The fiits 
and oily substances passing through the 
intestines without beine emulsified, I 
think, act as a mechanical cathartic, just 
as melted lard when swallowed in very 
large quantities. A careful examination 
of the fasces in each individual case would 
throw additional light on the diagnosis 
in such cases. Now, as we know that a 
certain amount of organic matter (pepsin 
and pancreatine), lactic acid, chlorides 
of soda, potash, lime and ammonia, mu- 
riatic acid, etc., is indispensible in the 
process of digestion, assimilation and 
nutrition, it necessarily follows that im- 
pairment of these functions depends on a 
deficiency of some one or more of these 
elements.* We should, therefore, pre- 
scribe such preparations as are calculated 
to restore these lost agents. In my ex- 
perience nothing has given such entire 
satisfaction as laotopeptine, which is a 
combination of sugar of milk, pepsin, 
pancreatine, diastase, lactic and hydro- 
chloric acids scientifically combined by 
experienced and competent chemists.* 
In this combination we have all the agents 
concerned in digestion from the time food 
is masticated until it is converted into 
chyle. My employment of the remedy 
in various forms of indigestion during the 
last year, was founded upon chemical 
observations in regard to the power of 
laotopepiine as a digestive agent. I found 
by actual experiment, its digestive power 
to bd more than five times as great as any 

Preparation of pepsin or pancreatine that 
could obtain in our city. These expe- 
riments were made upon meats of various 
kinds, bread, fats, etc., or about what 
usually constitutes a meal for an ordinary 
adult. I tried its force on coagulated 

* Bstd & Carariok, New York. 
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albumen as well as fats, and found its 

rowers fiur superior to those of anything 
had before experimented with. I made 
these experiments for the gratification of 
gay own curiosity, regardless of the fiict 
that the preparation had been highly 
praised and extensively prescribed by 
such men as Learning, Loom is, Simms, 
Janeway and T/ndalT, of New York, 
when it was first introduced. 

One of the most important among the 
many advantages possessed by lactopep- 
tine, over other medicines recommended 
for indegestion, is that it contains the 
natural acid secreted by the stomach, viz: 
lactic and hydrochloric, without which 
the character of coagulated albumen nor 
iatty substances, is not changed by pep- 
■sin or pancreatine. Pepsin will not 
emulsify, nor will pancreatine desolve 
eoaeulated albamen, but lactopeptine will 
•do both. 

And before reporting, or rather fur- 
nishing a synopsis of a few cases treated, 
where lactopeptine was prescribed, I will 
give my reason for diminishing the dose 
from time to time. I did so from the 
fact that a certain amount of the ele- 
ments contained in the preparation was 
absorbed, and of course found their way 
through the medium of the circulation 
back to the stomach, pancreas, etc., and 
again aided in the work they were first 
intended to assist. 

Case'l. — Ex-Governor C. consulted 
me sometime in September last, s ufiering 
from dyspepsia ef long standing; symp- 
toms pointing mainly to pyloric orifice of 
stomach, I gave him the following: R. — 
Lactopeptine, dr. iij.; vin. xerice, oz. iij. 
M — Si^. tablespoonful after each meal, 
gradually reducing it to a teaspoonful. 
At expiration of one month he expressed 
himself as being erUirefy relieved. 

Case 2. — Mr. S. T. D., ice dealer, had 
been suffering from diarrhoea for more 
than four weeks. He applied to me in 
August. After a careful diagnosis I pro- 
nounced his trouble indigestion. The 
lactopeptine given the same way as case 
•one, cured him in a week. 

Case 3.— Mrs. P. H. T., aged 38, ane- 



vomiting, was pregnant six months. I 
gave her, R. eilx. lactopeptine with bark 
and iron, oz. vi. S. dessertspoonful after 
meals. She was entirely relieved after a 
fortnight. 

Case 4.— A little daughter of Dr. W. 
C, dentist, had but little appetite, and 
spat up what food she attempted to eat. 
I prescribed, with the happiest results, 
R — ^Syr. Lactopeptiue comp. oz. ij.; 8 — 
teaspoonful after each meal, gradually 
reduced to ten drops. 

Case 5. — Dr. A., a professional friend, 
had suffered for more than two years 
from neuralgia, which he attributed to 
indigestion. liactopeptine, prescribed in 
same form as case one, relieved him. 

I find that different patients require 
different forms of the preparation. While 
adult males take the dry powder, liquid 
or wine, females and children must have 
the elixir or syrup. It can be obtained 
in combination with the leading ferru- 
ginous and bitter tonics, cod liver oil, 
bismuth, strychnine, lime, etc., meeting 
in such a variety of preparation all forms 
and complications of dyspepsia. 



POISONING WITH TAINTED 

MEAT. 



By L. B. AiiDKRfloir, M.D., of Virginia. 



On the 14th of December, 1877, 1 was 
called to see a gentleman many miles 
from my home. Arriving at the place in 
the afternoon, after a ride of twenty-five 
miles, and intending to visit other pa- 
tients, I accepted an invitation to take a 
lunch of ^' hog's head and turnips." 
Thoueh, at best, an unsavory dish to 
me, I determined to partake of a few 
morsels to allay hunger, and enable me 
the better to undergo thi additional ride 
of some thirty miles that afternoon. The 
house was kept by two old widow 
women, one of whom was suffering great- 
ly from cystitis and retention of urine. 
The room into which I was ushered to 



tnic. 



take my meal was cold, the ** head and 
turnips " and bread were cold, and, I be- 
ing cold, made haste to complete my 
suffering from cordialgia, and also I dinner as soon as possible. 
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I took two small portions of meat and 
bread without detecting anything una- 
sual. The third morsel, however, was 
peculiarly distasteful, and I then exam- 
ined more carefully, and discovered that 
the portion I had eaten was semi>putrid. 
I took a large draught of water and left 
the room. I should have taken an emetic 
at once, but had no idea that so small a 
portion could exert any deleterious influ- 
ence either on my stomach or constitu- 
tion; and, besides, I had, at that mo- 
ment, received an urgent call to hasten 
fifteen miles away, and my patient re- 

Juired the immediate use of the catheter. 
, therefore, hastily drew off the retained 
urine, gave the necessary directions, and 
left. 

In less than half an hour, a most dis- 
tressing sensation was experienced in my 
stomach, which increased in intensity 
until I felt as though the inner coat was 
being corroded by some active caustic. 
This sensation was followed by a giddy, 
swinimy feeling in the head, which ren- 
dered it diflScuTt for me to retain my seat 
in the sulky. Passing the house of a 
friend, after traveling about thirteen 
miles, I felt so feeble and exhausted that 
I procured and drank a glass of wine. 
This allayed the distressing symptoms for 
awhile. After leaving the bedside of my 
patient, all the symptoms returned with 
decided aggravation, and I, with great 
difficulty, made my way home at a late 
hour of the night. Having nothing in 
my stomach, I drank a glass of cold 
cream, and ate a few corn-meal batter- 
cakes. Thus filled, my stomach was very 
much relieved. 

Being fatigued, I retired early, and 
soon fell asleep. My sleep, however, was 
dreamy and unrefreshing. Being in no 
way relieved, and having cases of great 
importance to attend to that day, I ate a 
breakfast similar to my supper. Again 
I felt relieved. About noon, however, 
the symptoms became very distressing, 
and I hastened homeward. When I en- 
tered my chamber, my stomach felt like 
it was being consumed by a pent-up fire, 
while my head was reeling and my mind 
greatly confused. I called for a pitcher | 



of warm water, and got into bed. Ab 
soon as the water came, I drank as much 
of it as I could possibly swallow. I soon 
commenced vomiting a most rancid and 
offensive fluid, some of which looked like- 
pus. After free eraesis, J was so much 
better that I went to see some diphthe- 
ritic patients four miles off. On my re- 
turn, I felt as badly as at any previous 
time. I then took an active vegetable 
cathartic, which operated copiously before 
the next morning. 

I experienced but little relief from 
ihese means, and I really could not spare 
the time to use other remedies. During 
that day, my whble system was in ai> 
agony — swimming of the head, burning 
at the precordia, a sense of sinking, at* 
tended with involuntary sighing, pains ia 
the heart, constriction across the chest, a 
dreamy, weary state of mind, which was 
exceedingly exhausting and prostrating. 
Never before, in all the long catalogue of 
physical and mental sufferings I had un- 
dergone, had I experienced such inde- 
scribable symptoms. My menial seemed 
to have separated from my physical be- 
ing, and was in a dreamy, obscure, rest- 
less, hazy state, without support, and 
struggling in vain for a moment's repose. 
The difficulty of inhalation rapidly in» 
creased, and I felt that life would be sus- 
tained but a short time. 

I took a teaspoonful of citrate^ of po- 
tassium, and five grains of salicylic acid, 
in half a glass of water, and wrapped up* 
in bed. My pulse .was feeble and some- 
what hurried; my heart was laboiing^ 
with occasional stitches of pain; my res- 
piration was almost entirely a succession 
of sighs, while my feet and hands were 
cold, my flesh bathed in a cold perspira- 
tion, and slight rigors frequently agitat- 
ing my muscles. So great was the op- 
pression, and sense of sinking, that I took 
another glass of wine. In a short time 
after swallowing these agents, I began to 
eructate large volumes of gas, accompa- 
nied with a most gratifying sense of re- 
lief. 

I continued to use the salicylic acid^ 
occasionally, for several days, restricted 
my diet to the blandest articles, and was 
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oompelled to abstain from the use of to- 
baccOy which I found to produce a most 
uncomfortable sense of oppression and 
nervous prostration. « 

Ten days have elapsed since I ate the 
three small morsels of tainted meat, and 
though I am greatly improved, I still 
feel the unpleasant sensations above de- 
scribed^ in my head, heart, lungs, and 
stomach, in a greatly modified degree. 

The salicylic acid has always produced 
free eructations soon after taking it, af- 
fording marked relief, while nothing I 
have ever before used has aroused to such 
activity the urinary secretion. Wnile 
one might infer from its taste that it is 
an active astringent, it has exerted no 
constipating eflect upon my bowels what- 
ever. 



METRORRHAGIA— HEMOR- 
RHA GE FROM THE If 0MB. 



Br I. J. M. O088. A.M., M.D. 



This 18 a more or leas profuse flow of 
blood from the uterus at any other time 
than that of the regular menstrual period. 
It may occur in the non-pregnant state 
as the result of fluxion to that organ, or 
in consequence of morbid growths in the 
wumb, or it is frequently the result of "a 
change of life," as the women call it. It 
may occur also in pregnancy, and is then 
the forerunner of abortion. Hemorrhage 
during the second half of pregnancy is a 
sign of a placenta previa, frequently. It 
may occur after delivery, as the result of 
imperfect contraction of the uterus, or 
from large coagula within the uterus, 
where the contractions are imperfect. I 
have seen some cases from inflammatocy 
irritation of the womb. 

Treatment, — Many remedies have been 
used, but most of them have signally 
ikiled in some cases. Where the flow is 
contiguous, and there is nausea, vomiting, 
prostration, fainting and {mlpitation of 
the heart, then apocynum cannabinum 
will often arrest the hemorrhage ; it may 
be given in doses of 5 drops every two 
hours. If the hemorrhaare occurs after 
labor, or after i^bortion, the oil of erige- 



ron canadensis, in doses of 6 or 10 drope, 
will often arrest it in a few hours; very 
frequently, the first dose will arrest it. if 
the hemorrhage is passive from anemia, 
then hamamelis, in doses of 1 to 3 drops 
every half hour, will generally arrest it. 
In cases of imperfect contraction, the tinc- 
ture of nux vomica, 5 drops every four 
hours, will stay it. 

Menorrhagia. — This is another naen* 
strual anomaly, and nearly allied to the 
preceding one, but one that requires a 
distinct notice. It occurs at i;he time of 
the menstrual period. It may keep reg- 
ular periods, or come too soon, or last too 
long; in some cases the flow is profuse 
and too early in its occurrence. Its 
causes are various, aa structrual changes in 
the uterus, morbid growths, strangulation 
of the blood in the uterine veins, depend* 
ing upon lung and heart diseases, or upon 
excessive sexual excitements. It may be 
the result of a hemorrhagic diathesis, as 
in scurvy, purpura, etc. In this form of 
hemorrhage the blood may be either fluid 
or coagulated, and of various colors. 
Stout plethoric women may endure mon- 
orrhagia for a long time; weak, feeble 
women soon show signs of an»mia and 
great prostration, which will bring on 
dropsy unless the hemorrhage be checked. 
I have a case now under treatment that 
resulted in diabetes mellitus, from men- 
orihagia in a girl. 

Treatment. —Where the flow is profuse 
and too early, with dark coagula, aching 
of the limbs, pain in the back, down the 
thighs, with pressing down, nervousness, 
headache; then cimicifuga will generally 
aid in checking the flow, and correcting 
the nervous peculiarities in the case ; it 
should be given in 5 drop doses, three or 
four times a day. At the same time the 
oil of erigeron may Ix) given in 5 drop 
dones every two hours. If there is labor- 
like pains, gelserainum may be given with 
good effect, in doses of 10 dropi, every 
two hours, wi'^h trillium pend., in doses 
of 30 drops of the saturated tincture. 

Prof. Meigs was accustomed to use a 
solution of alum in these case^, given in 
ternally, slrongly flavored with nutmeg* 
Dose, 15 to 20 grains. — [Ed. Rec. 
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A CASE OF ADDISON'S DISEASE. 



In an article on this dicieaae pablished 
in ITie American Journal of the Jfedioal 
Sciences, for January, 1877, Dr. William 
Pepper states that only ten cases of Ad- 
dison's diseaw are quoted from American 
sources in Green hoVs tables. I there- 
fore desire to put on record the only case 
I have met with, although the notes are 
not so full as could be wished. The 
fiimily attendant, an eclectic physician, 
now dead, ^indly furnished me with an 
account of the symptoms noted before 
death. 

On the 8th of August, 1 869, I was 
asked to make an autopsy of Ida S., aged 
seventeen years, who died thedav before. 
Her mother says that the patient's menses 
have been regular since she was thirteen 
years old. Her complexion b^an to 
grow dark a year before ; others of the 
fiimily think this date is placed too far 
back, but Mrs. 8. insists that twelve 
months have passed since the change was 
noted. The girl's health began at that 
time to fail, but so insidiously that she 
was not considered ill till five months 
previously. Just before that time I saw 
her while attending her grandfather for a 
railroad accident which proved fatal, but 
only noticed that she was darker than the 
rest of the family, and was not asked for 
advice. Early in March, she showed a 
dark circle around the neck, which was 
supposed to be caused by some article of 
dress, and the discoloration began to be 
observed by others beside her mother. 
Along with this she began to be puffy 
under the eyelids in the morning, was 
easily fatigued and rendered breathless, 
had frequent nausea and vomitinor, head* 
ache, backache, and "sideache." Her ap- 
peiite became capricious, with craving for 
salt and acids ; the bowels were generally 
constipated, with occasional diarrhoea, 
languor and sleepiness, and latterly hic- 
cough. She had been up and about the 
house during this illness, and only a week 
Before her death she walked out. It was 
not till the 3d of August that this prac- 
titioner was called to see her ; he was sur- 
prised by the discoloration of the skin, 
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which was of the hue of a mulatto over 
the whole body, deepening almost to 
black in the folds of joints. She had paia 
and great tenderness in the lumbar region, 
increased by pressure ; the menses were 
present. The next day vomiting set in^ 
and continued till 3 o'clock in the mom* 
ing of the 6th, with relief to the pain in 
the back ; an rnema produced a copious 
natural discharge. The thirst was insa- 
tiable. No tendernpss of the epigastriatn 
was observed, but great distress and dis- 
tention before a fit of vomiting, which 
relieved it. There was no headache, but 
slight delirium ; no convulsions ; the 
breathing occasionally stertorous. Twelve 
ounces of urine were passed, the constitu- 
ents of which are not recorded. The re- 
gion of the liver was flattened, not tender. 
Exhalations from the skin were foetid, a 
very bad odor being constantly in the 
room ; there were no hemorrhages. 

August 6th. The vomiting, stopping 
at three a. m., recommenced at five, with 
constant nausea. 

August 7th, eight a. m. Nausea ceased 
during the night., and the patient said she 
felt better ; tongue partly cleaned ; skin 
mottled and streaked. Slight trismus 
was noticed while her mouth was washed 
with cold water; the conjunctivae were 
congested ; there was slight delirium* 
Died at 10 o'clock a. m. 

Autopsy, August 8th, at 3:30 p. m., by 
Dr. Stedman. Color, that of a light 
mulatto, having clearecl very much since 
death. Body slight, but not emaciated. 
Lips livid, as if she had been eating mul- 
berries. Mammary development very 
large for a young American girl ; areolae 
almost black, and shining cracks in the 
skin of the breasts; nipples very small 
and undevelo|>ed ; otherwise the appear- 
ance of the breasts would have suggested 
pregnancy. Head not opened. Heart 
small and flabby, not fatty. Lungs crepi- 
tant throughout, but firmly glue<l to cos- 
tal pleurae and diaphragm by old adhe- 
sions. Stomach lai^e, and its walls thin. 
The coats of the intestines thin ; abdomi- 
nal glands somewhat enlarged. Liver 
Enlarged, flabby ; the right lobe looking 
fatty, adherent by its lower surfiu^, re» 
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quiring dissection to free it ; in doing this 
an abscess was cut into on either side; 
these were seated in the supra^renal cap- 
sules, which adhered to the liver, were of 
firm texture, and the size of a man's 
thumb, holding a drachm of pus-like fluid, 
and the remaining substance looked like 
broken down caseous matter. The uterus 
slightly anteflexed and virginal. Other 
organs were examined and found normal. 
—a EUery SUdman, in The Bo&Um Medu 
ealand Surgieal Jcumal^ 



A CASE OF ARSENICAL POISON- 
INO TREATED WITH DIAL^ 
YZED IRON 



Bt Thomas B. Rud, M. D. 



A case of arsenical poisoning occurred 
lately in my private practice, which seems 
to be valuable enough for publication, 
both on account of the completeness of 
the details and the intelligence and reli* 
ability of the patient, but especially as it 
is, so far as I am aware, the first ease 
where the new remedy of '^ dialyzed Iron '' 
has been put to the test as an antidote. 

As I was leaving my office one morn- 
ing, a few weeks ago, a young lady pa- 
tient, Miss S , hastily entered, with a 

&ce indicative of intense pain and nerv- 
ous disturbance, saying, *^ Doctor, I am 
poisoned.'^ Her story was as follows: 
While attending to the wants of a valua- 
ble servant, who was sick and confined 
to her bed. Miss S. found, hidden away 
in the servant's trunk, a paper of araeni- 
ous acid, which had been procured by 
Mrs. S., some weeks before, fot use as a 
poison for rats. As this servant had been 
in ill health for sometime, and morbid 
and melancholy, Miss S. at once very 
naturally, and no doubt very rightly, 
supposed that she had secreted the poison 
for the purpose of taking her own life. 
Quietly placing the packet of arsenic 
(which was open) in her pocket, she con- 
tinued her duties, intending, at the earli- 
est moment, to put it in a safe place. 
Days elapeed, the arsenic was forgotten, 
stored away in the pocket of her wrap- 
per, until this unlucky morning, when, 



"tutting a couple of handsful of gum- 
drops and bon-bons into her arsenic 
pocket, she sat down to her sewing ma- 
chine and her confectionery. She noticed, 
from time to time, as she sewed, more 
powder upon the drops than seemed 
usual, but she continued quietly to dust 
them off as she ate, and went on with her 
work. Can anything be more absurdly 
tragic than this unconscious suicide, de- 
liberately eating gum-drops powdered 
with arsenic? Probably an hour and a 
half passed in this innocent amusement, 
when suddenly " l)ecoming deathly sick, 
instantly followed by intense pain," as if, 
as she quaintly expressed it, *^ she had 
had a pure mustard plaster on the inside 
of her stomach," she was roused to the 
consciousness that some strange mischief 
was at work. Terrified on remembering 
the arsenic, she attempted, unsuccessfully, 
to relieve her stomach with warm water ; 
then, unwilling to alarm her mother, who 
was also an invalid, she hastily threw on 
her street dress and hat, and hurried to 
my office^ about two blocks away. For- 
tunately for both of us, I had upon my 
table a sample bottle of dialyzed iron 
(John Wyeth & Brother), and as soon as 
she told me she had taken arsenic, and 
before she began her story, I adminis- 
tered a half tablespoonfiil of the iron, 
well diluted in a tumbler of water. This 
gave her almast instant relief. I relocated 
the dose in ten minutes, and then gave 
her a bottle of the iron, directing her to 
take a similar dose every half hour, and, 
later, every hour during the day, I saw 
her at her home in a few hours after, but 
she had had no return of her pain, except 
some slight cramp in the lower bowel and 
limbs, and a dose of magnesia at night, 
with rancilaginons drinks, soft food, with 
occasional doses of the iron well diluted, 
kept up for a few days, completed her 
cure. At my lequest, the day after her 
attack. Miss S. put into my hands the 
pocket, cut from the wrapper, which she 
could not be persuaded to touch after her 
poisoning. This I transferred to a reli- 
able anatvtical chemist, from whose re- 
port of his ex imination, now in my pos- 
session, I condense the following: 
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" In the pocket of a chiDtz dress, I 
found a small packet, labeled ^ Arsenic — 
Poison,' and in this packet, a second en- 
velope, open on its long and upper side, 
<^ontaining a white powder. Both outer 
tind inner envelo|>e8 were worn, as letters 
•carried in pockets are. Between the outer 
ttnd inner envelopes was a white powder, 
and in the pocket itself, mixed with the 
powder, I found two sugar-crystallized, 
soft gum-drops, and one sugar-coated 
l>on-lK>n, all three richly covered with the 
powder. The powder, which with a 
brush I took away from the gum«drops, 
and the dragee, weighed 3| grains, and 
the remaining powder, after separating 
the gum and sugar, weighed 2 1-16 grains. 
In the pocket, I iound also 6f grains of 
the white powder. The powder obtained 
from the gum-drops and dragee gave all 
the tests arsenious acid gives. 

What amount of arsenious acid my pa- 
tient swallowed, it is, of course, impossi- 
ble to say. It is certain that, from this 
open package of arsenic, a considerable 
quantity escaped into the |)Ocket, and the 
gum-drops were mixed with it, as she 
states ^^ that she had to dust the powder 
off upon her work as she ate,'' and the 
three remaining after show 2 1-16 grains 
of arsenious acid upon them on examina- 
tion by the chemist. I have, perhaps, 
been unnecessarily full in the details of 
this case, but I think they have estab- 
lished several facts: 1. That my patient 
did swallow, in the space of an hour or 
more, numerous poisonous doses of arsen- 
ious acid in powder ; 2. That I found 
her with most marked symptoms of ar- 
senical poisoning; and, 3. That by the 
administration of moderate doses of dial- 
yzed iron, well diluted, I was enabled to 
give her immediate and certain relief, and 
ultimate and entire restoration to health. 
I do not propose, in the limits of this 
paper, to discuss the exact chemistry of 
the dialyzed iron. It is, I believe — when 
properly prepared, as I have since inves- 
tigated carefully the process of its forma- 
tion — a solution of peroxide of iron in 
the colloid form, with, peihaps, a trace of 
hydrochloric acid ; but that it will, when 
very largely diluted with water, perfectiy 



coagulate arsenious acid in 8<dutioD, any 
one can satisfy himself in a five minutes' 
test. The only remaining point of inter- 
est, professionally, is, will it neutralize 
arsenious acid when taken in powder 
(bulk) into the stomach ? It is held by 
most authorities, I believe, that when ar- 
senious acid is taken in bulk into the 
stomach, the iron antidote is not reliable. 
(See Dunglison, R. J., latest paper on the 
subject, in his '^ Practitioner's Reference 
Book," page 229.) Yet, we know, from 
daily experience, that arsenious acid is 
absorbed by the stomach when taken in 
minute doses, and I think the evidenoe 
in this case shows that arsenic in powder 
did poison when presented to and acted 
upon by a comparatively empty stomach 
(at least three hours having elapsed since 
her breakfast), and that the solution of 
peroxide of iron (dialyzed iron) did prove 
a prompt and reliable antidote, coagulat- 
ing and neutralizing the arsenic. Arsen- 
ious acid acts as it is dissolved, and the 
antidote, if supplied, combines, paripaam, 
with the solution formed by the liquids 
of the stomach, and renders it inert be- 
fore damage is done to the mnoons coat 
of the stomach, or it is absorbed into the 
system. Within twentv seconds after I 
learned that arsenic had been swallowed, 
I sent a full dose of the antidote after the 
poison, and with positive and immediate 
relief to the patient. My experience with 
dialyzed iron, as a pleasant and efficient 
means of introducing iron into the econ- 
omy, is too limited for an opinion, but I 
feel disposed, from the history of this 
case, to strongly recommend it as a safe, 
reliable, and always-ready-at-a-moment's- 
notice remedy, and antidote for arsenical 
poisoning. 

EPISTAXIS. 



To stop bleeding from the nose, it is 
not always enough to blow styptic or as- 
tringent powders into the nostrils; and 
the injection of stronger agents, while it 
may stop the flow of blood, is often at- 
tended with very objectionable accidents. 
I believe that I once endangered the life 
of a patient by th'e injection of Monsel's 
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Bolatioii into bis nostrils. Some of the 
«>latioQ flowed back into the larynx and 
traebeSy and prodooed most painful symp- 
toms at the moment and was followed by 
a degree of oedema of thei>e parts which 
proved unpleasantly serious. The injec- 
tion may have been done in a bungling 
manner, but even with skillful hands it 
is easy to see that such an accident might 
happen. Besides this the injection of 
this liquid is almost certain to give rise 
to quite profuse salivation, and if it pass 
into the stomach, to vomiting which is 
likely to undo all that has been done to 
arrest the bleeding. The last resort to 
which we flee when the simpler methods 
&il, that of sound and tampon, is cer- 
tainly most efficient in stopping the hem- 
orrhage, but is also a most troublesome 
operation if the patient should happen 
to be a peevish child. I have been told 
also that the presence of the tampons 
gives rise to peculiarly painful sensa- 
tions. 

In view of this heap of difficulties, I 
propose a simple method to which the 
foregoing objections can not be urged and 
which has proved, on three occasions, all 
that could be desired in checking the 
nose-bleed. I used the MonseFs Iron 
Solution, but applied it with feathers. 
The wing feather of a common fowl si 
most readily gotten. The barbed end, 
of course, is dipped into the solution and 
pushed rapidly back into the nostril, and 
turned once or twice in the fingers. In 
a few seconds the feather refuses to yield 
to pushing or pulling, showing that a 
firm clot has been formed. The project- 
ing end is clipped so as not to inconven- 
ience the patient, enough of it being ]eh 
to be easily seized and removed when re- 
quired. If one feather should fail to 
stop the blood, a second may be intro- 
duced in the same ' manner alongside of 
the first one. At the end of a certain 
time, the clots slough away from the 
nasal walls, and mav be removed with- 
out trouble. 

This is a very simple procedure, and I 
donbt whether it will fail when any 
other method would succeed. — B, W. Bar- 
kn, M.D.f m Maryland Medical Journal. 



THE BATH OF DECREASING 
TEMPERA TURE IN THE TREA J- 
MENT OF TYPHOID FEVER. 



Br M. H. G^mnm, M. D., DoTer, lU. 



I do not make any claims to original 
ideas in the treatment of typhoid fever, 
as set forth in this article, but mere- 
ly wish to relate the history of a case 
which, to me, appears to be of unusual 
interest, and whose symptoms were ntiti- 
gated under the influence of tjbe bath 
of decreasing temperature. 

Mrs. E. C— — , aged twenty, in her 
first pregnancy, nursed her husband dur- 
ing an attack of typhoid fover. I was 
called to see her Sept. 2d, 1877. She 
stated that she had not been well for sev- 
eral days, that her flesh was sore, and 
that at times she was chilly and feverish. 

I found her with a pulse of thirty 
beats, tongue slightly coated, pain in the 
head and back, slight abdominal tender- 
ness, and the bowels loose. Having con- 
ducted her husband through his fever, 
I naturally suspected that this case was 
one of the same character, and gave tinc- 
ture of gelseminum, sub-nitrate of bis- 
muth and opium. 

Sept. 4th.— The pulse was 123, the 
bowels moving less frequently, free epis« 
taxis at times, and an annoying cough. 
No appetite. The bismuth and opium 
were continued, but instead of gelsemi- 
num, I gave dilute muriatic acid and 
tincture of digitalis. 

Sept. 6th. — No marked change. 

Sept. 7th. — Morning temperature in 
axilla, 103 3-6; pulse, 110. Evening 
temperature, 105; pulse, 118. Bowels 
loose. Free epistaxis during the day and 
cough ; tongue dry atid fissured ; milk or 
beef tea at regular intervals unless the 
patient sleeps. The nurse is instructed 
to omit the medicine rather than the nour- 
ishment. 

Sept. 8th. — Morning temperature, 102 
4-6; pulse, 114. Evening lemperature, 
106; pulse, 120. The patient to be 
sponged freely with tepid water, morning 
and evening. 

Sept. 9th.^-Moming temperature, 103; 
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palse, 118. Evening temperature, 104 ; 
pulse, 120. Slightly delirious^ bowels 
looee, increased abdominal tenderness, 
tongue dry and sore, teeth heavily coated 
with sordes. A teaspoonful of alcohol 
in a wine-glass of sweetened water every 
two hours is added to the treatment. 

Sept. 10th. — Morning temperature, 
103 ; pulse, 120. Evening temperature, 
106; pulse, 118. Rested poorly last 
night ; more active ; frequent change of 
position, or picking at the bedding ; when 
interrogated, she answers correctly, yes or 
no ; cough quite annoying, dry and harsh; 
voids feces and urine in bed ; protrudes 
tongue with difficulty. 

Sept. 11th. — Morning temperature, 
104; pulse, 120, and tremulous; rested 
but little last night ; bowels moving free- 
ly ; much prostration. 

Thus, from day to day, I saw my pa- 
tient gradually losing her hold on life, 
until she was but the shadow of her 
former self. So far as I was able to form 
an opinion, the medication availed but 
little, and yet the exalted temperature, 
so rapidly doing the work of destruction, 
had to be reduced. The use of quinine, 
as an antipyretic in other cases^ had dis- 
appointed me, and hence I determined to 
make trial of the bath, though as I had 
never before made use of it in the treat- 
ment of disease, it was not without some 
foreboding that the trial was now made. 
Ziemssen's method of treating typhoid 
fever was received by me as I fear coun- 
try physicians receive too many good sug- 
gestions, as a probably efficient method 
in the hands of its author, or in the prac- 
tice of a large hospital, but wliolly inad- 
equate to the purposes of a busy practi- 
tioner. At that time I never thought it 
possible for me to make it available, or 
dreamed of ever daring to employ it. 

Having procured a rubber oath-tub, it 
was placed at the bed8ide, and partly 
filled with water, at a temf>eraluro of 94°, 
10° less than that of the patient. She 
was placed in the tub with a sheet, folded 
two or three times, arranged so as to pre- 
vent the cold water coming in direct con- 
tact with her person. The tub was cov- 
ered with a sheet, so that she was directly 



incased, with the exception of her head. 
Upon the outer sheet the water, fresb- 
from the well, was poured, and left to find 
its way into the tub. This was continued 
until she complained of being chilly^ 
when she was removed to the bed and 
lightly covered, having remained in the 
bath twenty-five minutes. The tempera* 
ture of the water was reduced fi^m 94° 
to 70°. 

I should meDtioo the fiict that at all 
times I was governed in the regulatioop 
of the temperature bv the patient's sen- 
sation of cold, instead of by the instruc- 
tion to reduce the temperature to 68°» 
Some of the baths given in thn case were- 
not reduced to a temperature below 78°,, 
yet the wisbed^for results were obtained 
— namely, a decided reducticm of tem- 
perature, and a complaint on the part of 
the patient that she was cold. After the* 
bath, the patient's temperature registered 
102 2-5°, instead of 104°; and she rested 
cttmfortably in bed, without becoming 
exhausted, as I had feared. 

At evening, I found she bad improved 
during the day; pulse, 112; tempera- 
ture, 103 — a decrease of 3° since last 
evening. Another hath was therefore 
given. 

Sept. 12th. — Morning temperature,, 

101 3-5; pulse, 114. Evening tempera- 
ture, 102 2-5; pulse, 120. Two baths 
given to-day. She is quite rational; 
tongue moist and cleaning ; cough not so 
frequent ; asks to us 3 the bed-pan ; doe» 
not object to taking nourishment. 

Sept 13th. — Morning temperature, 

102 2-5 ; pulse, 112. Evening tempera- 
ture, 103 1-5; pulse, 120, Is doing 
well. Two l)aths given in the day. 

Sept. 14th. — Morning temperature^ 
100 3-5; pulse, 114. Is quite bright^ 
and improving her time in removing the 
sordes from her teeth.' 

Dr. E. F. Ingals, assistant editor of 

this journal, saw Mrs. C with me, 

last evening and this morning ; also con- 
curring in my diagnosis. As her tem- 
perature was so much lower than on the 
previous morning, no bath was given. 
At evening, however, I found the tem- 
j)erature to be 103 3-5, a little more thao 
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on the previous evening; palne, 120. 
Another bath was given tOKnigbl, 

Sept 15*b. — Morning temperature, 
102 3-5; pnlse, 114; the temperature 
was higher than on the previous morn- 
ing. Evening temperature, 102 /2-5 ; 
pulse/ 106. Two baths given to-day. 
The patient is improving. 

Sept. 16th. — Morning temperature, 99; 
pulse, 96. Evening temperature, 102; 
pul«-e, 106. She has a desire for nourish- 
ment, and prefers beef tea. 

Sept. 21st— From the 16th to the 2l8t 
instant, the temperature ranged between 
99'' morning, and 102 2-5'' evening. 

Sept. 22d. — Morning temperature, 98^; 
pulse, 92 ; gave bath at 3 p. m. tckday. 
The temperature just before the bath was 
100 3-5 ; just after, 99''. The temperature 
of the water (92'') was reduced to 75''; 
7 p. ra., temperature, 100 ; pulse, 96. 

Since this date, the bath has been 
given before the hour for the rise of the 
temperature, and at no time has the tem- 
perature advanced above 99 3-5. 

Sept. 25th. — Temperature, 98^; pulse, 
82. Every symptom is propitious, and a 
rapid convalescence anticipated. 

Sept. 27th. — I was summoned in haste 
at 2 a. m., and found labor had super- 
vened. It slowly advanced until 8 a. m., 
when the foetal head having descended^ I 
delivered her, with foreeps, of a living, 
skeleton-like child, which appeared to 
be about eight months old. The mother 
passed through her labor far better than 
was expected, losing but very little light- 
colored blood. 

Sept. 28th. — She rested well during 
the night, and requested me to state that 
she is convalescent, and is indebted for 
it to the bath. 

Oct. 11th. — Rapid convalescence from 
both the febrile and the puerperal states. 

After this experience, I feel convinced 
that merely placing a (ladent in water 's 
not so roue . to be dreaded as, on first 
impression, one is induced to believe. 
While this mode of treatment requires 
more time than the visit and prescription 
of routine practice, it is safe, efficient and 
pleasant for the patient, wholly under the 
control of the physician, and easily com- 



prehended by an intelligent nurse. Qui- 
nine, on the other hand, given in large- 
doses in typhoid fever, is unreliable, dan- 
gerous, ana capable of doing irreparable 
injury. The same may be said of all ar- 
terial sedatives, I am of the opinion that 
the treatment here recommended would 
be equally valuable in typho-pneumonia. 
In Mrs. C.'s case, the dry, hacking cougb 
ceased to l)e annoying after I had resorted 
to bath treatment. 

The details given above of the treat* 
ment of this case, are taken from notes 
carefully made by myself at the time of 
each visit, and I shall not regret their 
publication if they shall, in any defii;ree, 
contribute toward relieving others of that 
timidity with which many are disfiosed 
to regard new methods of treatment — 
those especially which have come to us 
from abroad. I might add, that the case 
is publishetl also with a view to inducing 
bthers to make a &ir trial in typhoid, 
fever of the bath of decreasing tempera- 
ture. — Med, Jour, and Examiner. 



BREECH PRESENTATIONS. 



Bt J. E. Clark, M.D. 



The relative proportion of breech pre- 
sentations to presentations of other parts 
of the foetus, varies considerably, as re- 
ported from difiPerent institutions. 

Scanzoni gives the numl)er from the 
lying-in asylums of Prague and Wurz- 
burg as about one in fifty-six. Grenser,. 
in the report of the lying-in institute of 
Dresden for six years, one in sixty-six, 
while Ramsbotham, Jr., from the Mater- 
nity of London, estimates them as about 
one in thitty-five. 

I have been unable to find any reliable 
statistics as to the proportion of still- born 
children in these presentations, but it is- 
known to be large. 

The progress of labor is much slower^ 
both in ihe first and second stage, when 
the breech presents than it is when head 
presents. From the nature of the pre- 
senting part dilatation is not so readily 
accomplished, and the parts do nut adapt 
themselves so readily to the pelvic cavity.. 
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The breech is more liable to be arrested 
ID its descent than the head. The arrest 
of the breechy especially in a priraipara, 
becomes the occasion of great and pro- 
tracted suiTering to the mother, verj 
probable death of the child, and a source 
of great anxiety to the physician. They 
are, in fact, formidable cases to treat, and 
the physician having seen one becomes 
very desirous to avoid another. 

Inasmuch as we can never tell when 
we are going to have trouble in these 
oases, it is be;ter to prevent the breech 
becoming arrested if possible. 

The rule I have followed in my prac- 
tice for many years now is, in all cases of 
breech presentations at full time, to bring 
down a foot. This allows complete con- 
trol of the labor; we can hasten it as the 
exigencies of the case may require. 

Dr. Robert Barnes, of London, adop- 
ted this mode of treatment in cases where 
the breech becomes arrested. Would it 
not be better to do the same thing earlier, 
and thus prevent hours and hours of in- 
tense agony to the mother and danger to 
the child? 

I prefer to perform the operation be- 
fore the first stage of labor is completed. 
It can be done then very easily, and 
without inflicting much suffering upon 
the mother. It is seldom necessary to 
give chloroform, though there is no ob- 
jection to it if desired. After the foot is 
brought down the dilatation of the os 
uteri is more readily completed, and the 
duration of the labor much shorter. 

There are some points as to the man- 
ner of performing the operation I would 
' like to mention. The feet and legs oc- 
cupy two difierent positions in these 
cases. In one, and the most common by 
&r, the legs are flexed upon the thigh^a, 
which brings the feet very near the os 
uteri. In the other, the legs are extend- 
ed, carrying the feet near the fundus of 
the uterus, by the side of the head. Of 
course, thi«e last are the most difficult to 
manage, and rarely fail to give trouble if 
left to themselves. I have adopted the 
following rules: 

1. In introducing the hand into the 
uterus, use great gentleness with firmness, 



and always support the fundus with the 
unoccupied hand. 

2. I ntroduce the hand, the palmar sur- 
face of which will pass readily along the 
posterior aspect of the thigh of foetus. 

3. Choose the foot most anterior. 

4. Never bring down but one foot — 
reasons obvious. It leaves protection for 
cord, and gives bulk for dilatation. 

5. Do not hasten the passage of the 
hips through the pelvis Secure all the 
dilatation possible. 

6. Guide the rotation of the child in 
its descent, so that the abdomen is pos- 
terior in relation to the mother. 

I have said*nothing in regard to the 
diagnosis in these cases, because the points 
of diagnosis are well known, and so easi- 
ly made out, tha€ a mistake can only oc- 
cur through great and inexcusable care- 
lessness. — Soeidy Obunty Kings. 



IRRIGATION OF THE LARGE 

INTESTINE. 



Bt G. W. DuLLn, M.D. 



Some time sind^, in reporting a clini- 
cal lecture of Dr. Alois Monti, of Vienna 
(Philadelphia Medical TimeSj August 4, 
1877, p. 517), I gave an account of the- 
method of irrigating the large intestine, 
which he uses so successfully in treating 
inflammatory conditions of that part of 
the bowel. 

About the time of this publication I 
met one day Dr. W. C. Barrett, who 
spoke to me of a severe case of infiintile 
enteritis then under his care. The child 
was aged six months ; had been very ill, 
vomiting and purging incessantly; had 
at that time a rapid, feeble pulse ; was 
in a state of extreme depression, and he 
thought must die. He had employed 
the usual remedies — chalk, bismuth, 
opium, aromatic and astringent tinctures, 
with enemata of laudanum and acetate of 
lead ; but all apparently in vain. Con- 
sequently he was quite ready, at my sug- 
gestion, to try the plan of irrigating the 
lar^ intestine alluded to. This he car- 
ried out with a so-called fountain syringe, 
to the tube of which was attached a flex* 
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ible male catheter. This being intro- 
duced into the rectum, cool — not cold — 
water was allowed to flow from a height 
of about two feet until good distention 
was secured, when with scarcely any pres- 
sure the end of the catheter passed smooth- 
ly through and beyond the sigmoid flex- 
ure, going well up into the descending 
colon. The water was now allowed to 
flow steadily on until about a pint and a 
half had entered, and inspection and per- 
cussion showed a large portion of the 
colon to have been filled. All medicine 
was then stopped, except mistura cretse, 
and for food milk was allowed, and the 
sucking of a piece of slightly-roasted 
beef. 

The next day there was a marked im- 
provement. " The method,^' says Dr. 
Barrett, worked like a charm." He now 
repeated the irrigation, using not quite 
so much water. The improvement con- 
tinued, and convalescence was so rapid 
that he considered the child well in six 
days. The vomiting and purging were 
gone, it was able to suck and digest 
properly, and the only treatment used 
afterwards was a short tonic course to 
assist nature in repairing the inroads 
made by the disease upon the child's gen- 
eral condition. 

The success achieved in this case seem- 
ed so plainly dependent upon the proce- 
dure desciibed that it furnishes me a wel- 
come opportunity to recommend it to 
others more explicitly than in the pre- 
vious article. I have seen it used by 
Monti in a variety of disorders of the 
large intestine, as well as for the expul- 
sion of worms and flatus, and always 
with good results. 

In inflammatory conditions of the co- 
lon in children he has used solutions of 
nitrate of silver; such as have been recent- 
ly recommended in the treatment of dys-* 
entery in adults by Prof. H. C. Wood, 
(see Philadelphia MedUxd IhneSf October 
27, 1877) but decidedly prefers less pow- 
erful astringents when — which is very 
rarely — ^any are required. In such a 
case he is apt to select alum in a one or 
two per cent solution, sometimes adding 
a few drops of laudanum. In general, 



however, he confines himself to the use 
of simple water, beeinning with a tem- 
perature barely cool and descending with 
the successive irrigations till it is about 
that of spring- water. 

He never uses a predetermined quan- 
tity, but allows enough to flow in to fil) 
the whole colon ^^ to the vdlvibla coli" In 
children not yet weaned he finds more 
than two pints may be used ; older chil- 
dren require up to twice this quantity. 
The quantities used in Prof. Wood's 
cases of adults were very small compared 
to thefe. 

It should be stated, in regard to the 
modeof eflecting irrigation, that Monti 
strenuously opposes the use of a syringe 
of any kind. The intermittent and un- 
certain action of these provokes resistance 
on the part of the intestine, and bethinks 
may do harm. The securing of an even 
and easily-regulated hydrotatic pressure 
is an essential feature of his method. 
Still more essential is the distention of 
the rectum with fluid before attempting 
to pass the tube through the sigmoid flex- 
ure. This precaution secures the smooth- 
ing out of the folds of mucous membrane 
and straightens the curves of the flexure, 
thus rendering the passage of the tube 
perfectly safe and easy. 

Whatever variety of opinion there may 
be in regard to the possibility of sending 
an injection beyond the sigmoid flexure, 
there can be none in regard to the feasi- 
bility of "irrigation" by any who have 
tried or seen it. 

Finally, I may say that no special po- 
sition of the patient is necessary, though 
it is well, if convenient, to have the pel- 
vis a little elevated. The steps of the 
procedure are sufficiently indicated in the 
case given above. 

Tannin as a Deodorizer of Iodo- 
form. — Dr. J. R. Cole writes to New 
Remedies: " Having accidentally discov- 
ered that tannin will deodorize iodoform, 
I take pleasure in making known this 
fact to you, and through you to the pro- 
fession. I use it in equal parts, as an 
application to chancroids, and to old,, 
oflensive ulcers. 
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ABSTRACTS ANB GLEANINGS. 



TREA TMENT OF HYSTERIA. 

John C. Peters, M.D., in a paper read 
•before the Neurological Society, New 
York, remarks: 

^'Niemeyer says he accidentally hit 
mpon a nervine of great eflScacy in hyste- 
ria, and has made use of it with signal 
effect in many cases in whicl> there were 
DO indications for the local treatment of 
uterine disease, or where the hysteric 
symptoms persisted although the local 
uterine affection had been cured, viz: the 
chloride of gold and sodiam. He has used 
it for several years and in a great num- 
ber of cases, and was so encouraged by 
his success as to recommend it strongly 
to his pupils. It is well known to be a 
^special re-agent upon the nerve tissues, 
much used in microscopical investiga- 
tions. He prescribes five grains made 
into forty pills, with one drachm of gum.| 
tragacanth and a sufficient quantity of su-( 
gar; commencing with one pill after each 
meal, gradually increased, until eight are 
taken per day. . But DIerbach, one of 
ihe best of the German writers on the 
Materia Medioa, called ' attention to it 
over forty years ago. He describes it as 
exerting a most cheering influence upon 
the mind, and useful in many cases of 
•debility, and even marasmus. It is said 
to excite the activities of the skin and 
kidneys, producing proluse and bad smell- 
ing perspiration, and discharges of urine, 
and an equally tonic and alterative effect 
<upon the genital organs. As early as A. 
D., 980, Avicenna recommended it in 
various nervous affections, such as mel- 
ancholy, hyf^teria, palpitations, asthmatic 
affections, etc; It was also used largely 
in the middle ages, by Raimond, Lull, 
Basil Valentine and Paracelsus; also by 
John Hart man n, the first professor of 
chemistry in Germany, Mynsicht and 
others. Finally, it was quacked with so 
much in the shape of so-called gold-pills, 
made of brick dust and madder, that its 



use was abandoned by reputable physi- 
cians. But Dr. Yogt says, after it has 
been taken for six or twelve days, in 
small doses, it will improve the appetite 
and general appearance; also, arouse more 
strength and activity in all the functions, 
especially in the brain and nervous sys- 
tem, causing greater cheprfulness and en- 
durance. He recommends it in melan- 
cholia and hysteria. I have used it for 
thirty-five years, and am much pleased 
with it. Hahnemann got all his indica- 
cations for its use from the above authori- 
ties. 

Oajeput oil 18 3, highly diffusible stimu- 
lant and antispasmodic, largely used in 
hysteria, flatulent colic, nervous vomit- 
ing, nervous dysphagia vnd nervous head- 
aches. It is often rubbed on the back 
stomach and head in these .affections, as 
well as given internally, and with con- 
siderable success. 

Oannabia indioa is lai^ely relied upon 
in hysteria when ooupleu with exhaust- 
ing menorrhagia and complicated with 
neuralgic headache, chorea, etc. I use it 
very frequently, and can recommend it. 

Chamomile oil is an antidote to strych- 
nia; it lowers reflex excitability in a re- 
markable manner; even that artificially 
excited by strychnia and brucia cannot 
only be calmed in a marked degree by it, 
but an animal fortified by this oil is not 
capable, according to Binz and Grisar, of 
bein^ tetanized by a dose of strychnia 
whicn throws an unprotected frog of 
similar size into the characteristic spasms. 
It has been used successfully in hysterical 
cough; in spasmodic and pseudo-neural- 
gic persons; in pseudo-angina pectoris, 
and the colicky pains to which such per- 
sons are subject, and in hysterical "pains 
in the fifth nerve. 

OoccuhM indicuSf according to Phillips, 
is the great rival of nux vomica in ner- 
vous vomitings, when attended with a 
dull and heavy pain in the head, and in- 
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tolerance of ligkt and sound. Vomit- 
ings of this class are at times severe and 
|iersistent; at others there are alterna- 
tions of constant nauseay with violent 
but ineffectual efforts to vomit. The 
«tomach is often so exceedingly irritable 
that no description of food can be toler- 
ated. Phillips says it seldom fails to 
give the relief so much desired, especially 
when the head is the part primarily af- 
fectedy in patients who become nauseated 
from every disagreeable mental or moral 
emotion. It reiieves the head first, and 
those of the stomach are soon after al- 
layed. It also relieves the giddiness pro- 
duced by derangement of the stomach; 
likewise the dyspepsia and constipation 
of nervous and hysterical subjects, espe- 
cially when there is pain, nausea, giddi- 
ness and headache, with a feeling of hun- 
ger, attended with a repugnance to food, 
and when the colon is distended with a 
flatus, and the evacua ious more or less 
hard and lumpy. Phillips says'coculus 
is often of singular efficacy in many of 
these cases. Also in tympanites, colic 
and other spasmodic affections of the 
stomach and bowels; in the nausea and 
colic of pregnancy; in dysmenorrhcea, and 
other painful affections of the uterus. 
It also rivals strychnia in the treatment 
of various forms of paralysis and paraly- 
tic stiffness of the limbs, with a loss of 
motor power in the l^s, with giddiness 
and a feeling of lightness in the head. 
Phillips saw a patient recover in the 
coarse of a few weeks who had suffered 
^or several months with loss of power in 
the 1^ — moving them with considerable 
difficulty, and who became giddy, nau- 
aeated and light-headed when he attempt- 
ed to stand erect. He has seen well- 
marked cases of hysterical paralysis hys- 
teric hemipl^ia, choreic hemiplegia and 
epileptic hemipl^ia successfully treated 
with cooculus, when the sensibility and 
muscular power were both much im- 
paired. 

Reil used it in paralysis of the sphinc- 
ters, while Tschudi and Gubler resorted 
to pieroioxine^ the active principle, in 
(»ralysis of the limbs and sphincters. 
The dose of the latter is about one-eighth 



to one-sixth of a grain. Picrotozine acts 
on the motor centres, the vagus centres, 
and the centres for restraint of reflex 
movemenis; thus, convulsions can be ex- 
cited by it in animals from which the 
brain has been removed. There is a 
general resemblance in its action to that 
of strychnine, for fish, under its influence, 
make twisting and boring movements; 
frogs get convulsions, or have semi- 
circular swimming movements winding 
up with spasms, or singular movements 
of the legs. Sometimes tonic and clonic 
spasms alternate in the most singular but 
definite way, with swimming backwards 
and forwards, rolling over on the 'axis of 
the body, etc., etc. 1 have used coccu- 
lus for over thirty years, and frequently 
depend upon it and picrotoxine. 

IgruUia has four times as much strych* 
nia as nux vomica in it, and is, of course, 
a more powerful remedy. It is useful ia 
many cases of hysteria, hypochondriasis 
and various nervous affections. Phillips 
says its good effects are considerable in 
globus hystericus, paralysis of the ooso- 
phagus, nervous aphonia, intercostal neu- 
ralgia, clavus hystericus, nervous hic« 
cough, flatulent distention of the bowels, 
and especially in the convulsive bursts of 
crying and laughing and the general hy- 
per»3thesia which attends hysteria. He 
claims to have rendered many hysterical 
cases much milder, and to have great- 
ly prolonged the intervals between 
the attacks by the systematic use of 
two to five drops, or more, of the 
tincture several times a day. It is also 
claimed to rival gold in the treatment of 
melancholia, hypochondria, great mental 
depression, etc., and I can recommend it 
very highly. 

Lavender oil is said to be more useful 
and agreeable in hysteria, nervous affec- 
tions, headache, hypochondriasis, and fla- 
tulence than assafoetida. 

Orange-ped oil was used by Imbert 
Gourbeyre for hysterical and other ner- 
vous affections, although he states that 
those who are exposed to its fumes long, 
are apt to be troubled with headache, 
dizziness, tinnitus, deafness, neuralgia, 
oppressed breathing, constriction of the 
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throaty nansea^ pyrosis, bad dreams^ 
cramps and twichings of the muscles, 
and occasional convalsions. It is proba- 
bly more useful in paralytic than in spas- 
modic cases. 

Sumbul is said by Phillips to be a rem- 
edy for neuralgia of a certain type of 
more value than any other known drug. 
He says it is surprising to note the rapidi- 
ty with which severe facial, sciatic, or 
ovarian neuralgia will yield to a few 
doses of sumbul, after resisting very 
powerful remedies. I have used it for 
ten years, more in nervous debility and 
dyspepsia than in neuralgia. It is a most 
admirable tonic and calmative.'^ — Vir^ 
ginia Medical Monthly. 

AROMATIC SYRUP OF LIQUORICE. • 

The following is a recipe for an aro- 
matic syrup of liquorice which possesses 
such excellent qualities of disguising the 
taste of sulph. quinia that I think it my 
duty to communicate the formula to my 
pharmaceutical brethren : 

Take of PnWerized Ext. of Liquorioe . . .4 ounces. 

Jamaica Ginger, 

Cinnamon Bark, each 2 ounees. 

GloTeSy 1 ounce. 

Sugar, 60 troyounces. 

Water, a sufficient quai^titj. 

Reduce the ginger, cinnamon and cloves 
to a coarse powder and boil in two pints 
of water over a slow fire for one hour. 
Then strain aqd dissolve in the liquid the 
pulverized extract of liquorice, with the 
aid of a gentle heat, stirring to assist the 
solution. When dissolved add the sugar, 
keeping up the heat till the latter is also 
dissolved. Then strain while hot and 
add hot water through the filter to make 
four pints of finished syrup. 

The above syrup I find to disguise the 
taste of quinia better than syrup of liquo- 
rice root, the aromatic elixir of liquorioe 
or the simple syrup of the extract of 
liquorice. It will completely cover the 
taste of 20 grains of quinia sulphate in 
one ounce of the syrup, and only a slight- 
ly bitter taste will be developed ten or 
fifteen minutes aft:er taking, which, how- 
ever, may be removed by taking a draught 
of black cofiee with sugar. 

This syrup has such a pleasant flavor, 



and none of the oflen objectionable sweet- 
ness of liquorice, that our phyricians who- 
are using it say that they find no trouble 
at all now in giving quinia in solution t<y 
children or to their most delicate patients* 
— A Writer in Ameriean Journal of Phar^ 
macy. 

SAIfTONIN. 

Dr. Gibney, in New York Medical 
Association, inquired whether any un- 
pleasant symptoms followed the use of 
five-grain doses of santonin for a child 
three years of age. Within the past year 
his attention had been called to poison- 
ous effects produced by the drug given in 
five- grain doses to young children, since 
which time he had been guarded in its 
administration. 

Dr. Porier replied that his usual method 
of administering santonin was to regu-^ 
late the size of the dose by the age of 
the child, the number of grains corres- 
ponding to the number of years. In one 
case reported the child was three years 
ol<l, and he used five-grain doses because 
it was thought there were indications for 
an active vermifuge. The case was one 
of supposed tape-worm, and no unpleas- 
ant efiects were produced. The change 
which occurred in the color of the urine 
was sometimes alarming to the mothers, 
they supposing that their children were 
passing bloody urine. He, therefore, took 
occasion to allay their fears by forewarn- 
ing regarding the change in color that 
might be expected. 

[We have seen very distressing symp- 
toms from the use of worm candy con- 
taing santonin, the patient, a four year old 
child, having taken a number of the lo- 
zenges. — Ed. Rec] 

COMBINED USE' OF CHLOROFORM ANI> 

MORPHIA. 

Prof. Konig, in a communication to 
the Cbl. /. Oiirurffie (No. 39, 1877)^ 
says he has combined the hyf>odermio ad- 
ministration of morphia with that of 
chloroform in a large number of cases- 
with very favorable results. It is seldom 
necessary to give more than one, or at 
most two centigrammes (1-6 to 1*3 gr.) 
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The indications for the use of morphia 
daring chloroform-narcosis are twofold : 
1. Motor disturbances occurring before 
or during chloroiorm-inhalation, unless 
these are very transitory. 2. Operations 
ef such a nature that the chloroform-nar- 
cosis cannot be maintained throughout, 
and especially towards the end, Amon^ 
the latter may be particularly mentioned 
operations upon the eye, plastic opera- 
tions, extirpation of tumors from the soft 
parts of the face. The object of using 
morphia is to induce ansssthesia over and 
above the chloroform-narcosis, and also 
that this narcosis should not be pushed 
so far. As regards any danger which 
may be connected with the combination 
of narcotics, K. esteems this lightly. He 
SBLjE that out of some seven thousand 
cases in which he has used chloroform, 
none have died from it, and many of 
these took morphia also. — Med, Times. 



CHLOROFORM HALL UCINA TION AND AL- 
LEGED RAPE, 

A surgeon was recently indicted al the 
Northampton Assizes (England) for rape, 
.while having a tooth extracted. The 
ofience charged was alleged by the pros- 
ecution to have been committed while the 
prosecutrix was so far under the effect of 
chloroform or chloric ether as to be speech- 
less and motionless, but not unconscious. 
The defense set up was that the prosecu- 
trix wad under the influence of chloro- 
form to such an extent as to have caused 
her to imagine that to have been done 
which she described. For the defense, 
Dr. B. W. Richardson was called, and 
stated from the evidence in the present 
ease he should say that the patient had 
reached the second stage. The usual 
symptoms accompanying that stage were 
loss of consciousness and, in the case of 
women, development of any hysterical 
tendencies, any operation being imppssi- 
ble at this stage, the patient resisting and 
screaming if touched. It was at this pe- 
riod that the patient was subject to illu- 
sions. A person who was deprived of 
the power of motion by chloroform would, 
in bis judgment, be deprived of the pow- 
er of eight. He knew from his own per- 
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sonal experience that persons in the seo^ 
ond stage were subject to delusions as to 
what had been done to them durin]g the 
time. He gave an instance of a lady who, 
in the presence of himself, her father and 
mother, and a dentist's assistant, while 
under the influence of chloroform, brought 
a charge against the dentist who was op- 
erating upon her precisely similar to the 
one in the present case, and continued 
firm in the beliefthat the charge was well 
founded long after the influence of the 
chloroform had passed ofi; and probably 
still continued in thai belief. The other 
medical witnesses who were called, and 
who expressed their concurrence in Dr. 
Richardson's evidence, were Mr. Mills, 
administrator of chloroform at St, fiar- 
tholomew's. Dr. Hawksley, Dr. Saundly, 
of Birmingham, and Mr. West, Senior 
Surgeon of Queen's College Hospital, 
Birmingham. It was stated that all the 
medical witnesses for the defense had 
come forward to give their evidence en- 
tirely gratuitously. The jury rendered 
a verdict of Not Ouiliy. 

Moral — Medical gentlemen should 
never administer ansethetics to a female 
unless in the presence of witnesses. — Nem 
York Medical Record, 



THE EMPLOYMENT OF ANJESTHETIOS IN 

LABOR. 

M. Piachaud read a paper before the 
International Medical Congress of Ge- 
neva, in which he advanced the follow- 
ing conclusions : 

1. The employment of ansDsthetics is^ 
as a general rule, advisable in natural 
labor. 

2. Theprincipal substances which have 
been usea for this purpose up to the 
present time are ether, chloroform, amy- 
lene, laudanum, morphia hypodermically^ 
chloral by the mouth and by injection. 

3. Of these chloroform seems to be 
preferable. 

4. It should be administered according 
to the method of Shaw, that is, in small 
doses at the beginning of each pain, its 
administration being suspended during 
the interval. 

6. It should never be pushed to com- 
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Elete insensibility^ but the patient shonld 
e held in. a state of semi-ansesthesia, so 
as to produce a diminution of the suffer- 
ing. 

6. The general rule is never to admin- 
ister chloroform except during the period 
of expulsion ; but in certain cases of 
nervousness and extreme agitation it is 
advantageous not tp wait for the complete 
dilatation of the os. 

7. Experipnce has shown that anaes- 
thetics do not arrest the contractions of 
the uterus or abdominal muscles, but that 
they weaken the natural resistance of the 
perineal muscles. 

8. The use of anaesthetics has no un- 
pleasant effect on the mind of the mother 
or npon the child. 

9. In lessening the suffering, aneesthe* 
tics render a great service to those women 
who dread the pain ; they diminish the 
chances of the nervous crises which are 
caused during labor by the excess of suf- 
fering; they make the recovery more 
rapid. 

10. They are specially useful to calm 
the great agitation and cerebral excite- 
ment which labor often produces in very 
nervous women. 

11. Their employment is indicated in 
natural cases until the pains are suspended 
or retarded by the suffering caused by 
maladies occurring previous to or during 
labor, and in those cases where irregular 
and partial contractions occasion internal 
and sometimes continuous pain, without 
causing progress of the labor. 

12. In a natural labor, chloroform 
should never be used without the consent 
of the woman and her &mily. 

M. Courty advocates the use of chloro- 
form. He thinks it indicated when the 
pains are very great and irregular, or 
where the patient demands it. 

M . Leblond prefers to use the hydrate 
of chloral. — Oazette JUedicale, Oct. 20, 
1877. 

[We have used chloroform in all con- 
ditions of the parturient woman. In 
rigid os]or perineum, in exce&sive nerv- 
ousness or extreme sensibility to pain, it 
is wise to use" it* in the manner above 
described ; but in favorable and uncom- 



plicated cases, we now seldom use it, be- 
cause it predisposes to hemorrhage im- 
mediately after delivery, while its secon- 
dary effects are restraining to the lachral 
discharge, tends to the accumulation of 
clots, and increased after-pains, and re- 
tards the lachral secretion. When given, 
it is well to give a dose of ergot imme- 
diately after delivery to guard against 
hemorrhage, and, after a few hours, mod- 
erate doses of gelseminum to encourage 
the lachral discbarge. — W. Ed.] 



THE TREATMENT OF OZ.SNA. 

Dr. Rouge, in a paper read at the third 
meeting of Congress, arrived at the fol- 
lowing conclusions : 

1. Ozaena is the result of suppuration 
in the nasal fossae or their annexes — viz., 
the frontal, maxillary, and sphenoidal 
sinuses, and the ethmoidal cells. 

2. The suppuration appears to origi- 
nate in all cases in disease of the nasal 
fossae or their annexes. 

3. The d^ree of foetor of the air issu- 
ing from the nasal fossae depends on the 
extent of the osseous lesions which have 
given rise to the ozoena. 

4. The latter is also increased by the 
stagnation of pus in the sinuses. 

5. Should the surgeon fail to traoe the 
disease to some affection of the nasal cav- 
ity, he must seek for it in the sinuses 
and the ethmoidal cells. 

6. The local treatment of ozaena com- 
prises : 

(a.) Frequent washing out of the nasal 
cavity by means of injections, which vary 
with the spinal indications of each case. 
(6.) The insufflation of disinfecting, caus- 
tic, or astringent powders, (c.) Cauteri- 
zation of various kinds : the u»e of the 
galvano-oautery. (d.) In severe cases all 
sequestra must be removed, and the sin- 
uses completely drained. The nose is 
detached by the sub-labial method ; this 
enables us to explore tho nasal fossai 
directly, to remove all necrosed portions 
of bone, and to open the sinuses. The 
formation of a cicatrix is thus avoided. 

7. It is unnecessary to speak of any 
general mode of treatment, as this most 
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be regalated aooordiog to the patient's 
constitution. 

M. Verneuil said he had not applied 
the method of Dr. Rtuge, but ho would 
do s«>. He remembers that M. Trelat 
had some good results from it. 

Dr. Oilier adopted this method in cer- 
tain cases. 

Dr. Rouge believed that ozsBna is gen- 
ally due to alteration of the sinuses, but 
more frequently to caries of the ethmoidal 
cells. Posterior rhinoscopy is not so use- 
ful, because the mucous membrane is so 
•wollen that we cannot conveniently dis- 
cover the diseased parts. — Med. Press 
<md Cho.y Oct. 10, 1877. 



Where the lips of the OS are divided, it 
must be concluded that the inflammation 
has extended along the cervical canal. 
In these cases the external os should be 
well burned with the caustics named ; 
if necessary, the actual cautery should be 
employed : but the cervical canal must 
not be molested. These failing, plu^ of 
iodized cotion-wool should be applied 
daily. — PhiU Med. and Siirg, Beporler. 



ULCERATION OF TUB OS UTBRL 

General Treatment, — We can not too 
forcibly inculate the necessity of absolute 
rest in the horizontal position. By this 
means, congestion about the uterus is 
lessened, and the ulcerated surface pre- 
vented from impinging on any part. The 
diet should be liberal. The bowels 
ahonld be kept well opened. All mari- 
tal intercourse should be forbidden. 

Medicine. — There being generally a 
state of ansemia to contend, against, we 
would first recommed the vegetable ton- 
ics and cod liver oil, aflerward the ferru- 
ginous preparations. Where any indur- 
ation exists, iodide of potassium should 
be administered. It is essential' to raise 
the tone of the body, as concurrently 
with its improvement, so the healing pro- 
cess will be expedited. 

Topical Applications. — Much care is 
required in deciding whether to deplete 
or not, in chosing the form of caustic to 
be applied, and in prescribing an effectual 
injection. In all cases where the veins 
are prominent about the os, we would 
commence either by leeching or punc- 
turing with the lancet. The latter we 
prefer. In cases of slight ulceration, 
touching the part with nitrate of silver 
or chromic acid, followed by a plug of 
cotton-wool steeped in glycerine, is gen- 
-erally effectual. Should the ulceration 
be obstinate, we would apply fuming nitric 
acid. The cotton-wool, saturated with 
glycerine, must be introduced daily. 



PROTRACTED LABOR, 

On this subject, E. Stan more Bishop, 
in Ixmdon Med. Ex., remarks : 

^^ I said that the child's head was the 
natural stimulus to the maternal vaginal 
fibres. As it descends it involves more 
and more peripheral ends of nerves in its 
pressure; reflex currents are excited, and 
the uterus contracts more and more 
strongly. Can we imitate this ? I think 
we can. If you pass two fingers of the 
right hand into the vagina, and place the 
tips slightly divergent upon the posterior 
wall, wait for a pain, and, when it begins, 
slowly and with measured force make 
gradually descending pressure upon the 
rectum, passing downward over the peri- 
nseuro, and so to the vulva. As the pain 
abates, gradually take off your pressure, 
and during the interval do not press at 
ail. In this way you cheat the uterus, 
you cheat the patient into acting as though 
the child's head were lower than it reafly 
is. Members may smile, but I can assure 
them that over and over again, by adopt- 
ing this expedient, I have found the 
nervous cry and the useless shrink of 
these nervous patients disappear, and, in- 
stead o^drawing back and as of set purpose 
deliberately thwarting the natural efforts, 
the patient has settled down to her work 
and been saved from forceps. I firmly 
believe that in this way the forceps have 
oflen been rendered unnecessary, where 
but for this plan the patient would have 
exhaustjad herself, and the use of instru- 
ments would have been unavoidable." 



SUBSTITUTES FOR QUINIA, 

Prof. Theo. Husemann, in the course of 

a long article, in which he discusses the 

' relative value of those remedies which 
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Iiave at various times been proposed as 
(utwtitutee for qninii, draws atteotioo to 
tD alkaloid, which alone can be regarded 
as a rival of quinia, standing in e^ctive- 
Bess between it and other cinchona alka- 
loids, and which has fallen in o unde- 
•erved oblivion. This alkaloid ia Btbee- 
ria (or Bibiri», according to Binz), ob- 
tained from beebeeru-bark, which is also 
v^ed as dye-wood, and is derived from 
Kedandra Rodkei Schombui^h, a tree 
belonging to the natural order LauracK, 
and native of Guiana. From the inves- 
tigations of Binz and Conzen, it appears 
that the physiological efTeoC of bibeeria is 
identical with t^t of qninia. — Pkarm. 



TBS TREATMENT OF SCIATICA. 
Dr. Flemming gives, in the Berlin 
K/mialhe Wochenschrifl, the result of his 
experience of forty cases of sciatica by 
means of the sand-bath. The patient is 
placed in a kind of trough, and the afilec- 
ted limb is surrounded by sand, at a tem- 
perature of lf^° Fahr, or more, for half 
an hour; after this, a warm water bath 
is administered. Recovery is stated to 
take place, upon the average, after twenty- 
fftur Band baths. — London Lanoet. 



The alkaloid quinamia was discovered 
by He88e,in 1872, in the bark ofCtnokona 
tuecirubra, cultivated at Daijeeling, in 
British Sikkim. It contains one mole- 
cule of water more than cinchonia or cin- 
«honidia, and differs from qninia and 
^uiuidia by having two more atoms 
•f hydrogen. — L' Union Pharm. 

THE POISONOVS DOSE OF CASTOR OIL 
SEEDS. 
It has long been known that the seeds 
ef Ricinua communis contain, brides oil, 
a peculiar acrid principle, which causes 
Tiolent vomiting and purging, and which 
must be reckoned among the acrid poi 
sons. Van HasseltB, a number of years 
ago, declared one seed to be sufficient to 
sicken a grown ]>er8an, and twenty to be 
flufficieut to kill him. — Ntw Ran. 



The recent Edinburgh Committee, 
pre8i<led over by the lamented Dr. J. 
Hughes Bennett, concluded — 

1. That sulphate of atropia is, within 
a limited range, pliysiologicalty antago- 
nistic to meconate of morphia. 

2. Meconate of morphia does not act 
antidotally after a large dose of atropia ; 
thus, while atropia is an antidote to mor- 
phia, morphia is not an antidote to atropia. 

3. Meconate of morphia does not an 
tagonize the effect of atropia on thfr 
branches of the vagi supplied to the 
heart. 

Both agents in question destroy li& io 
the same manner. Opium is more antag- 
onistic to belladonna, than belladonna i» 
to opium. In opium poisoning, treated 
by belladonua, it should be suspended 
so soon as the pupils begins to dilate, for 
after this it intensifies the action of the 
opium. In the majority of reported 
cases of opium poisoning, treated by bel- 
ladonna, the reporter acknowledges that 
either copious emeais, free stimulation, or 
faradlsm, had l)een resorted to along witb 
belladonna. — Di. MUtiien in Med. A$»o~ 
of Ohio. — Ohio Med, and 8arg. Joar. 



Dr. Attilio Leili having met with a 
K io which a Ini^ dose of strychnia 
was adntinistered in coffee without &tal 
consequences, was led to institute some 
experiments to determine whether it poe- 
scssed an antitoxic power against this 
drug. The animals employed were rab- 
bits, and by comparative trials he found 
that a dose of five centigrammes proved 
fatal io a short space of time; when the 
same or a larger dose was given in a very 
strong infusion of coffee, he (bund that 
the coffee either acted as a complete anti- 
dote in preventing the poisonous effects 
of the strychnia, or that it materially di- 
minished the violence of its action. The 
details of the experiments are given in 
the Riviata SperimetUa/e di FyenttUria, 
edited by Prof. Carlo Livi, of which the- 
first Fasciculus of the third volume ha» 
just been issued. — London Lancd. 
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fHE USB OF TUB TREPHINE IN DE 
PRE88SED FRACTURES OF THE SKULL. 

(The British Medical Journal^ July 21^ 
1877).— Dr. Robert S. Hudson, after 
alluding to the change in Burgical opin- 
ion which has occurred since the time of 
Potty and to the brilliant results which 
that surgeon obtained by the use of the 
trephioey proceeds to question the pro- 
priety of that change, and asks that the 
surgical practice of the mining districts 
around Cornwall be given its due weight 
in the consideration of the question. For 
many years the operation of trephining 
for depressed fracture of the skull has 
been of weekly, almost daily, occurrence, 
and, according to Dr. Hudson, a very 
large percentage of the oases recover. If 
•death ensue, there are generally (obvious 
causes to account for it, such as diffused 
injury with laceration of brain-substance, 
and fractured base; success usually de- 
pends on an early operation, as soon as 
possible aflter the accident* He sums up 
liis remarks as follows: 

'4. Surgeons practicing in the mining 
districts around Redruth and Camborne 
have had, especially in former times, usu- 
ally opportunities for the study ol head- 
injuries. 

**2. In compound fractures of the cra- 
nium, it has been the invariable prac^ 
iice of the most experienced to elevate 
depressed bone by means of the trephine 
or Hey'ssaw, without waiting for symp- 
toms of compression or irritation. 

"3. It is believed by those surgeons 
that no danger whatever attaches to the 
operation j9er ««/ pysemic risks are un- 
known ; and recovery is the rule after 
trephining operations. 

"4. So firm is popular belief in the 
'efficacy of the trephine, that a surgeon 
who hesitated to employ it, under the 
plea of waiting for symptoms, would as- 
suredly suffer in reputation, if, in the 
•event of death, he were not put on his 
trial for manslaughter. 

''6. Hospital statistics place hernioto- 
my among the most dangerous operations; 
but the statistics of hospital surgeons in 
their private practice show to a demon- 
stration that an operation for the reduc- 



tion of strangulated hernia is practically 
harmless, even when it is necessary t» 
open the peritoneal sac, and that the risk 
is directly proportionate to the length of 
the ignorant delay which has been allow- 
ed to exist previous to the operation. 
(Holme's System of Surg^Ty, vol. iv* 
page 692.) Although the ]iarallel is not 
in every respect a complete one, we em- 
ploy the trephine at the earliest possible 
period, and aim at preventing mischief 
by removing all sources of irritation. 

''6. No matter how deeply prejudiced 
against the trephine our young surgeons 
may be when fresh from the schools, a 
few years' experience generally dispels 
the illusion; they become converts to 
ihe practice of the districts, and cease to 
look on its employment as antiquated 
surgery." 

In Guy's Hospital Reports for 1877, 
Mr. Davies-Colley contributes two in- 
teresting cases in which the trephine was 
successfully employed, and adds, ^* Theeo 
two cases support the rule which most of ^ 
our text-books either miss or foil to im- 
press, that in punctured fracture of the 
skulljit is the surgeon's duty to trephint 
at once, without waiting for symptoms of 
compression or irritation." — Med. Tones, 

WASHING OUT THE BLADDER. 

Dr. H. H. Hill, in the Amerioan Med- 
ioal Weekly^ reports the following case : 

Mr. L., age eighty, an estimable and 
highly respectable gentleman, had up to 
the 28th of August, 1875, been a sufferer 
from chronic disease of the bladder 
(cystic) of ten or twelve years' duration^ 
the disease and suffering gradually in- 
creasing until he was confined to his 
house, and finally to the bed He had 
*' put his house in order," and made all 
preparations for the final end, which 
seemed near. He of^en asked my advice 
as to what he could or should do for him- 
self, and I as often advised and prescribed 
for lira with no permanent relief; saying 
to him, so long as you can keep the blad- 
der empty I will not interfere with the 
catheter; an operation I much dreaded, 
as he often had hemorrhage, sometimes 
profuse, and also a profuse muco-puru- 
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lent discharge with the urine, and very 
offensive. 

Auenst 28, 1875, he could no longer 
Aree the bladder; bis suffering rapidly 
increasing, I passed a catheter without 
much difficulty, and drew off about a pint 
and a half of urine and oflensive matter, 
which gave him great relief. I repeated 
the operation every eight hours. The 
general condition of my patient was in 
every way bad ; very much emaciated ; 
vnable to take any kind of nourishment, 
except a little milk ; the sight or smell 
of any other kind of food would cause 
him to vomit; vomiting was frequent; 
ehills were severe, with profuse sweats. 

On examination, over the region of the 
bladder, I found an oval tumor extending 
from, the pubes to within one inch and a 
half of the umbilicus, and equally broad. 
The prostate gland was enlarged to the 
tise of a hen's egg. The condition of my 

Eatient was such that I did not expect 
im ever to get any permanent relief. 
After visiting him a few days, I proposed 
•to him washing the bladder with warm 
water, in order to get rid of some of the 
stench. This operation I did thoroughly 
twice every twenty-four hoprs with a 
four-ounce syringe, passing the water 
through the catheter, and taking it back 
into the syringe, empty it, and* repeat the 
operation four, five and six times, or un- 
til the water came back clean. The 
washing afibrded him relief daily, while 
his general health began to improve grad- 
ually. Vomiting, sweating and chills 
soon left him; appetite returned gradu- 
ally, and at the end of two months he 
was able to be up and perform the opera- 
tion of washing his own bladder by the 
aid of a fountain syringe. The prostate 
gland is now of normal size, and no 
tumor in the region of the bladder. Mr. 
L. has always been a very active mer- 
chant, and still is for a man of his years. 
His weight now.is about 180 pounds. He 
still continues his washing. 

Now, Doctor, I do not report the above 
case, as anything new by way of washing 
the bladder, but I am of the opinion that 
we have been in the habit of neglecting 
that organ entirely too much as to local 



treatment. Since treating the above cas^ 
I have been very liberal in the use of 
warm water in the bladder, and in no in- 
stance without perfect satisfaction. Sofl 
water 98 to 100^ F. I never use a double 
catheter, as I consider quantity and mod- 
erate distension important. — Amer, Med. 
J^eddy. 

CONIUM. 

As an agent aflecting the circulation id 
the brain and spinal cord, and as a par- 
alyzant of voluntary muscles by its e^ 
feet upon the aflerent spinal nerves, oon- 
ium has not yet attained the high plaoo 
in general practice which it deserves^ 
Perhaps the two circumstances which 
have led to this are, first, that in diseases 
requiring the use of conium, as in spina) 
irritation, congestion, meningitis, etc.^ 
the medicine is seldom employed in suffi^- 
cient dose; second, there is very little of 
the drug which is reliable. Conium 
should be administered as digitalis ; t. e.y 
for its effects alone, without reference to 
quantity. Dr. Harley has declared thai 
conium is to the corpora striata, the small- 
er nerve centers, and the entire motor 
tract, ^^ what opium is to the brain.'' 
Since I have been less careful in r^rd 
to the dose, I have had better results mm 
the use of conium. Some years ago I 
made extensive use of extract of coniunck 
in cerebro-spinal meningitis, and with 
marked benefit. The only * preparatioD 
which is at all reliable is the fluid ex- 
tract. — On, Med. Netos. 



SALICYLIC ACID. 

The effect of this acid in controlling' 
acute rheumatism is truly wonderful* 
Much of its value np doubt depends upon 
the sedation exerted by it upon the cir- 
culation, as a consequence of which pain 
is lessened and temperature reduced. I 
have found the pain of migraine and oth- 
er neuralgias yield very promptly to \\b 
use. As a local application to the nasal 
and pharyngeal mucous membrane in 
diptheria and other diseases it is unex* 
celled. Its caustic nature demands care 
in its uscy especially la yoiing children^ 
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and the following fbrmola makes an ex- 
celleDt and safe mode for its administra- 
lieo: 

R.—- Addi salioylie dr. iss. 

Ammoniai oiiraiis dr. sb ad dr. i. 

Syrapi einnftmoni oi. iss. 

Aqu» eisnamoni oz, iss. 

M. Ft. Teaspoonful every second 
hoar fi>r a child of five years suffering 
with rheumatism. 

The putrescent character of the stools 
IB chilaren suflering with summer diar- 
rhoeas is at once changed by salicylic acid, 
and a corresponding improvement in the 
eonditioa of the little patient noticed. Its 
power over living germs renders it at once 
invahiable when coutwion is feared. 
Prof. Abelin, of Stockholm, says that ^^in 
children, doses large enough to bring 
down temperature acted as a poison, 
and cites a case in which twelve grains 
caused death. In such doses it seemed 
to be a oorrossive poison. In smaller 
qaantities it lowers temperature without 
exerting any beneficial efiect upon tho 
•ourse of the disease. — On. Med, News. 



CHLORAL HYDRATE. 

It must not be forgotten that the symp- 
toms relieved by chloral hydrate and po- 
tassium bromide are dependent upon 
hyperaemia of the nerve centers in the 
brain or cord, and that sudden exhaus- 
tion is attendant upon many diseases of 
in&nts; e. g, cholera, diarrhoea, etc., in 
which convalsions usually terminate life. 
Chloral and bromide would but increase 
the trouble, and stimulants alone are in- 
dicated. The apvretic action of chloral 
hydrate renders the mixture additionally 
valuable in high temperature when con- 
vulsions threaten. 

The local use of hydrate chloral is 
scaroely less valuable. I now depend 
upon its prompt and pleasant action in 
diptheria ; to abort abeesses, and to pre- 
vent the formation of pus in sinuses, as a 
gargle in stomatitis and in scorbutic gums 
of childhood, it is unexcelled, as well as 
in the angina of eruptive fev«». Chlo- 
ral hydrate and bromide of potassium are 
eontra-indicated in chorea. The rapid 
anaemia in these cases is of itself saffi« 



cient reason to predict what practice con- 
firms. In whooping-cough a combina- 
tion of the bromides, as in the formula of 
Dr. Brown-Sequard, will, if pushed, al- 
ways give satisfaction. As a general 
thine in such cases the doses are far too- 
small, and the interval too long. — lb. 

EHiWT, 

Ergot produpes vaso-motor spasm, and- 
consequently increased arterial tension, 
through its action upon the nerve cen- 
ters within thecraneum. This &ct, if it 
be conceded, gives to the drug a thera^ 
peutic importance, in treatment of dis- 
eases afiecting the circulation, perhaps 
unequaled by any other medicine. I 
have made extensive use of ergot based 
upon the above theory, and so far with 
the best results. The importance of er- 
got as a therapeutic agent in congestions 
of the brain and spinal cord in childhood, 
in catarrhal and mucous diseases, etc., 
renders it especially proper to include it 
in the medicines of childhood. — Ex, 



IODINE PURPURA. 

The Revue MermieUe de Medicine et de 
Chirurgie contains a description, by Four- 
nier, of a form of purpura, which results 
from the administration of iodine, three 
cases of which he had carefully observed. 
This iodine purpura has its seat upon the 
anterior surface of the thighs, and con- 
sists of scattered miliary petechise; it is 
unaccompanied by general symptoms. It 
appears a few days after beginning the 
administration of iodine, becomes more 
marked as the dose is increased, and dis- 
appears upon the discontinuance of the 
medicine. Upon recommencing the iodine 
treatment he w4s always able to cause a 
return of the purpura. — Allg.Mtd, Oeniral 
Zeitung, No. 88, 1877. 

PRURITUS VULViB. 

Among the best remedies we have ever 

found for this troublesome affection is the 

following : 

R—Aoidi earboUoi gU. z 

Qlyooiin 

Water aa— oi, j 

M. Apply locally. — Zeimeen. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FOBMULJS. 



NOTE PROM DR. 0. E. NEWTON ON HOW TO 
GIVEPODOPHYLLIN. 

Editor Southern MedtCiU Record : 

I see OD page 308 of your November 
iflsiie, of last year, a suggestion how to 
give podophyllin, claiming it as a danger* 
ous drug. There are but few physicians 
who know how to properly prepare po- 
dophyllin for use. I oraer the podophyl- 
lin as bought and sold to be put into a 
wedgewood mortar and most thoroughly 
triturated with equal parts of white sugar 
until the compound becomes impalpable, 
as the poilophyllin, if given as bought 
and sold in its crude state, is almost sure 
to nauseate and gripe in full doses. I 
think if the anther of that article will 
have prepared podophyllin in i;he way I 
have suggested, he will find it to be gen- 
erally free from the nauseating and grip- 
ing tendency of which he complains. 

Ah a compound podophyllin pill I use— 

R. — Triturated podophyUin and sagar. . . .dr. i. 

Leptaudria dr. i. 

Rhei puWis dr. isa 

Oapaioi pulviB gra. xt. 

M. Ext. zinsiberis q. s. ut flat piUulaes 90 

Dose, two to three pills after supper; if 
they do not move the bowels satisfactorily 
in twelve to fourteen hours, two more are 
to be given. 

I have used millions of these pills with 
satis&ctory results. 

Podophyllin, as bought and sold from 
the manufacturers, is not fit to be used at 
any time or for any purpose, in my opin- 
ion, though I frequently use it every day 
as above directed. A remedy that is so 
universally useful, and recognized as be- 
ing useful wherever medicine is used 
throughout civilization, should be known 
by all how to use it. 

CiNCiNMATf^ Januar/, 187S. 



PERMANENT CURE FOR COSTIVENESS. 

R — Sodse Sulphatis * grs. xx 

Ao. Nitro-muriat gtt. ▼ 

Take one hour before breakfast in half 
glass of water. — lb. 



NOTE FROM DR. O. E. NEWTON ON RBMChTAL 

OF PLACENTA. 

Ediior Southern Med&oal Record: 

Sir — I copy from page 288 of your No- 
vember number, of last year, the follow- 
ing: 

" With regard to the delivery of the 
placenta, the sooner you can make the 
patient comfortable the better. There- 
fore, as soon as you have cut the cord, 
which you may do as eoon as respiratioa 
is well established, make traction upon 
the oord with one hand, and with the 
other grasp the uterus through ^the ab- 
domintil walls, and, as it were^^squeeze 
out the placenta." 

The plan I have adopted and continaed 
to practice for the last twenty-five yean 
is, as soon as I am ready to have the pla- 
centa pass, to take the oord in my le/l 
hand, trace it with my right fore-finger, 
passing on until I reach the external wall 
of the placenta, and with the corner of 
my right finger- nail puncture the mem- 
brane, when at once the placenta is re- 
lieved of its size by discharging the en- 
gorgement or accumulated venous blood, 
and will at once collapse. Then, by 
slight traction with the left hand, holding 
the cord, and the point of the right 
finger holding on to the placenta, it ia 
easily drawn away. I never fail to re- 
move the after-birth at once in this way, 
without there be present morbid adhesion 
of the aft:erbirth to the wall of the womb, 

Cincinnati, Janaary, 1878. 

PARALTSIS OF DIPHTHERIA. 

Prof. Metcalfe, of New York, recom- 
mends the following prescription for the 
partially paralyzed, prostrated condition 
which sometimes succeeds an attack of 
diphthera: 

R — StrjohniDe ' ir. j. 

Dilate nitric acid dr. j. 

Water dr. Tij. 

M. From three to five drops in a tea- 
spoonful of water three times per day. 
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P8BUD0 HTPBRTROPHIG PARALYSIS. 

This aflfection is thus described in Tan- 
ner^a Index: 

''A disease of early childhood, mostly 
afledting males. The child weak on its 
legs, constantly fiiUing, and getting np 
with difficulty ; walk slow, clumsey and 
-waddling. Great aching of loins. The 
calves of legs and buttocks become en* 
larged. No treatment effectual. Death 
•usually occurs before the age of eighteen, 
^m pulmonary consumption/' 

A condition resembling this hot un* 
frequently occurs from the reflex irrita* 
tion of worms in alimentary canal, which 
is promptly relieved by vermifuges. The 
following is excellent : 

B— Fluid Ext. pink root 

Byrap of Rhubarb m— osj 

Dose, one teaspoouAil morning, noon 
imd night. Into the last dose, at bed- 
time, add — 

R— Gftlomel gn. ▼. 

SMitonine gra. j. 

followed by dose of castor oil before break- 
&st next morning. 

The worms being removed, use as a 
4onic for a few days — 

. R^Diftlysed iron dr. U. 

Tine, nax Tomioa dr. i. — M. 

Dose five drops, to be given three times 
a day, for a child three to five years old. 

NIGHT CRAMP. 

Cramps in the legs at nigfi't usually re- 
sult from indigestion, attended with an 
excess of acid in the stomach and bowels. 
Persons subject to cramps should take 
light suppers and use alkalies at bedtime. 
A teaspoonful of bi-carbonate of soda on 
going to bed is a good pi ophy lactic, and 
will often give relief 'f taken in the night 
when the cramp is felt. A pill of assa- 
fetida at bedtime is also likely to keep 
off the cramp. When the cramp persists 
in the calf of the leg, stand on your feet 
and it will usually ceasei 

COLLODION PAINTS. 

Br—CoUodion oi. j. 

Oloi PalmaB gtt. xxir. 

AnohassB Radiois suffieieDi 'o give oolor. 

A good artificial varnish or artificial 
cuticle in cutaneous abrasions, burns, etc. 



INFLAMMATION OP THE 08, OR IN VAG- 
INISMUS. 

CbnaervcUwe TreaJtmeni. — Let the pa* 
tient use the warm both by sitting in a 
tub of warm water for 20 minutes, with 
a small speculum inserted. On leaving 
the bath and before removing the specu- 
lum, insert a pledget of cotton the sisse of 
a walnut up against theoe, well saturated 
with the following preparation : 

Gljoerin o». j. 

CarboHo Aoid gti. t. 

Tannin gr. x. 

Morphia gr. 

A string should be attached to the 
pledget that it may be removed next 
morning. The treatment must be long 
continued to effect a cure. The morphine 
should not be used in the preparation 
unless there is considerable pain or rest- 
lessness at night. 

INTER •UTERINE INJECTIONS WITHOUT TBE 
USE OF SPECULUM. 

A medical friend informs us that he 
has succeeded well in injecling, and in 
cauterizing the interior of the womb and 
the neck, by the use of the metallic male 
catheter applied by the touch with the 
finger of tne left hand upon the os as a 
guide, and inserting the instrument to 
any required depth, and forcing the fluid 
through the catheter by means of a small 
syringe from without. Care should be 
taken not to use too much force, other- 
wise the fluid may enter the fallopian 
tubes and occasion peritonitis. W. 

TO MAKE ICE WATER. 

Tosselli's method of cooling water con- 
sists of a cylindrical cuo for holding the 
water ; into this another vessel is plunged 
nhaped like an inverted truncated cone, 
and having a projecting margin which 
rests on the outer cup. Four or five 
ounces of the nitrate of ammonia is added 
to the water in the inner cup, the solution 
of which is attended by a wonderful ex- 
traction of caloric, by which the water is 
converted into ice in a short time, The 
inventor claims to know another salt 
which will reduce the temperature 50 de- 
grees Fahr. 
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lARYNGBAL AFFECTIONS AND CATARRH. 

Dr. George H. Rioe, of St. Louis, Mo., 
writes : 

January 14, 1878. 
EdUor Southern MediccU Record: 

If the eoclosed "treatment'^ will be of 
any servioe to the many readers of your 
valoable journal, I herewith submit it, 
for laryn^l afleetions and old chronic 
catarrh. I received my patient on the 
first of December last ; put him on an 
alterative for four weeks, and at the same 
time used the following new remedies : 

R.— Pot. Ibdide grs. xxxt- 

Grindelia Robastft os. jjja- 

Terba Santa ox. jss. 

PoDthorom Sedoidoe oi j§8. 

Sjmp wild cherry, q s. to make an 8 
ec. mix., and give a teaspoonful four 
times per day. It has proved a valuable 
remedy. The patient says he could not 
breath through both nares for the last 
six years ; at the same time, also, hi^ voice 
was husky, and now is all right, feeling 
entirely a different man. I shall con- 
tinue the treatment in less doses until 
spring. 



DELIRIUM TREMENS. 

The approved methods of treating de- 
lirium tremens may be sumarized as fol- 
lows. 

'' Critical sleep to be brought about as 
soon as possible. Ice to cool irritable 
stomach. Salines, milk, raw eggs, beef 
tea, brandy and egg mixture, ammonia 
and bitters, ether, brandy and bark, sum- 
bul and hop, bromide of potassium, mor- 
phia, chloroform and Indian hemp; In- 
dian hemp in dosesof half a grain to one 
grain. Subcutaneous injection of mor- 
phia; chloral, tincture digitalis in half 
ounce doBe^--(dangerous.) Cold affu- 
sions or cold shower bath sometimes use- 
ful. Avoidance of stimulation, and ex- 
eessive doses of opium to be avoided, 
etc." — Thnner. 



CHEAP TONIC. 

R— Chinoidine os. m 

Ae. Acitic Of . 8a 

Water o«. xii 

Ft. Sol. Dose, one teaspoonful. — Med. 
4e Surg. Rep. 



FOR TAPE- WORM. 

Leave off dinner and supper: eat a 
large onion at bed-time. Three hours be- 
fore breakfast next morning take 
Pttlv. Koodo dr. ▼ 

If it &il to operate in two hours take a 
large dose of oil and turpentine. The 
kooso should be mixed in half a teacap- 
ful of peppermint water. If it fails to 
bring the worm it will be because the ar- 
ticle is not good. 

When the kooso nauseates the stomachy 
it should be given in broken doses, re- 
peated every hour until at least dr. v are 
taken. 

Dr. Clark, of France prescribes the 
kooso as follows: 

R— PuW. Eooao dr. t^ 

Olei riciai (hot) of . jw 

Strain and pour in the residunm. 

AqasB bnlliotis ot. jaa 

Filter and combine the two percolates 
by means of yolk of egg in an emulsion, 
and add gtt. xl, ether sulphuric, sweeten 
and aromatize, for one dose. — Naphejf. 

VERMIFUQES. 

R -Calnel gr. Ti 

Santonin gr. i^ 

Make three powders. Give one morn- 
ing, noon and at bed-time in a little 
syrup. Next morning early give a de^ 
sertspoonfnl of castor oil and ten drops 
oil of turpentine to a child two years 
old. 

Another : 

L —SftntoDia g^* m 

Fluid Exi. Pinkroot dr. y 

Sjrup dr. g 

M. Oive a tea9poonfnl three times a 
day until all is taken, and work off with 
castor oil. For a child three to five 
years old. 

WHOOPING COUGH. 

Dr. Vogelsany, of Switzerland, finds 
that one or twe scruples of bromine and 
as much bromide of potassium to a glass 
of hot water, placed in the room of a 
child suffering from whooping cough 
affords it great relief. The mixture to 
be renew^ three or four times a day. — 
Naphef. 
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BABLT BUPTCBE OF MEMBRANES. 

I 

Mr. Plaister, an English Surgeon^ re- 
ports to a foreign journal 800 caaea of 
midwifery, and claims that his experience 
establishes the propriety of ruptaring the 
membranes in all cases when the os is 
the size of a shilling. We regard this 
man, and others of his class, who seek to 
improve upon nature's processes by an- 
ealled-for interference, as dangerous men, 
whose advice should not be followed, 
howevei plausable their assertions or how- 
ever n^reat their claims to success. ^'Med- 
dlesome midwifery is bad/' 



OVARIAN TUMORS. 

The muriate of ammonia has been 
found beneficial in ovarian enlargement. 
It 18 a good remedy also in uterine en- 
gorgement and in neuralgic afl^tions con- 
nected with ovarian or uterine disorders. 
The following formula is specially suited 
to ovarian tumors : 

&— MariftU Ammonin oi. m 

AqasB X 01. xii 

Tlno. lodini dr. j 

M. One tablespoonful three times a 
day. 

SORE NIPPLES. 

We have found no application equal to 
the following for sore nipples. It is 
simple, easy of preparation, safe for the 
baby, and if applied when the child's 
mouth is sore, either from thrush or 
apthse, it is a useful remedy for the child : 

R — ^PalT. aeaoifle 

8odfl» Uboratif m^os si . 

M. Sprinkle a little upon the nipple 
immediately after the child is done suck- 
ing. W. 

SYPHILITIC RHEUMATISM. 

For syphilitic rheumatism or noctur- 
nal headaches in syphelitic subjects, use 
the following: 

R — Iodide poUssinm oi. ■■ 

Con. Tine. Oentian oc. ri 

S. Teaspoonful three times a day. 
Another : 

R^— Harkte AmmenU oi. j 

Wster 01. xij 

Tine. Iodine dr. y 

M. Teaspoonful three times a day. 



MORTALITY IN PHILADELPHIA. 

The number of deaths in Philadelphia 
during the year 1877 were 16,003; of 
these there were carried off by 

Consampiion 2,849 

Cholera Infuituni 078 

Pneamonift 840 

MerMmns 752 

ConToltione 747 

Tjphoid feTer WO 

Dropsy 467 

MEMBRANOUS CROUP. 

Dr. Booth, in Med. & Surg. Rqp.f 
claims to have cured a case of membran- 
ous croup with the following: 

R— Chlorate of potneh dr. ^ 

Symp of lemon os. ^ 

Water OS. ift 

Mix. Teaspoonful every hour. One 
dose of turpeth mineral was given^ after 
which the chlorate mixture was given for 
several days. 

KEROSENE LINIMENT— CORRECTED. 

The formula for this liniment, by a 
mistake of the printer, was improperly 
rendered in the last issue of the Becorix 
It iFhould read as follows : 

R. — Kerosene Oil os. ^. 

xinot* i/pli«« .««...• *••■•• •••.... or. It. 

Tinet AmiosB dr. ▼. 

Tinet. Stramonil dr. ir. 

Spts. Ammon. Aromat dr. li, 

Spts. Camphors» dr. t. 

01. Origan! dr. It. 

Chloroform dr. iy. 

M. 



FOR BRONCHITIS. 

Rr-^Carb. AmmoniM 9T' 'V 

Spirits of Nitre ••••••..* •• ^'* Q* 

Sjrap of Toln. 

Water aa— os, i. 



M. A teaspoonful every two hours for 
a child one or two years old, and double 
the quantity in the chronic coughs of 
adults, in debilitated conditions. 

QUININE FOR HTPODERMIC USE. 

The following solution is used by 
English Surgeons hypodermically : 

R — Qainie disnlphatis fpr. j 

Add, Salphariel gtt. ▼ 

Add Garboliei gtt. ^ 

AeqnsB distUlat dr. > 

Iigeet thirty drops. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



EDISON'S PHONOGRAPH. 

Mr. Thomas Edison, of Menio Park, 
N. J., is the inventor of the Phonograph, 
an instrument by which the vibration of 
sound causes indentations upon lead pa- 
per moving upon a cylinder. ^' This cyl- 
inder, from one end of it to the other, has 
«mall lines cut into it and running around 
it. By the side of the cylinder, and rest- 
ing on it, is a pin attached to a vibrating 
plate, over which is a mouthpiece with a 
«mall hole leading to the plate immedi- 
ately over the hole. When the phono- 
graph is to be used a sheet of lead paper 
IS spread over the cylinder, the words or 
sounds to be reproduced are made very 
close to the mouthpiece, and the vibra- 
tion in the air occasioned by their utter- 
ance cause the plate to move, and the pin 
indents the lead paper upon the cylinaer, 
which, by the way, is turned by means 
of the crank duiing the operation. The 
words being spoken, the paper is indented 
by the pin and the crank turns the cylin- 
der back to its starting point. A funnel 
is then placed over the mouthpiece. Mr. 
Edison used one made of a plain piece of 
writing paper. The cylinder is then 
turned over the same space it originally 
traversed, and the sounds are reproduced 
accurately, and can be heard for several 
feet around the instrument, varying al- 
ways with the loudness of the tone in 
which the words ^ere spoken to the 
machine. After receiving the indenta- 
tions' made by the pin, the lead paper 
<»n be taken off the cylinder, and by re- 
placing it at any other time the words 
<!an be exactly reproduced. This is what 
Mr. Eklison thinks will make the machine 
practically valuable. 

When the reporter of the World en- 
tered the room in which the exhibition 
was given, Mr. Edison was singing to 
the machine '' Tommy, Make Room for 
Your Uncle.^' The reporter expected 
when the funnel was placed over the 



mouthpiece to only hear inarticulate 
words reproduced, but he was astonished 
in hearing the words of the song quite as 
plainly as he heard them whem uttered 
by Mr. Edison. Mr. Edison tried the 
effect of tumiug the crank slowly, and 
the slower it moved the deeper was the 
sound of the reproduction. As the crank 
was moved faster they came again in a 
shrill tenor. 

Several days ago Mr. Edison adjusted 
the phonograph to the telephone, and 
succeeded perfectly in sending a conver- 
sation over the telegraph wires from his 
laborator at Merlo Park to Newark, a 
distance of seven miles. — Exchange. 

In the Jewuh Talrnvd there are evi- 
dences of a much more advanced knowl- 
edge of the sciences in ancient times than 
we are wont to believe. It is related of 
Rabbi Gramalial that he had in his house 
a kind of orrery for studying the motions 
of the planets; this as early as the 30th 
year of the com mon Era. It is also stated 
that he had a tube by means of which he 
could observe objects at great distances — 
answering to our telesoope. 

Some sort of ansBsthetic agent was also 
known, as the following quotation occurs : 
'' They gave him to drink a potion, which 
cast him into a profound sleep so that 
they were«enablcd to perform the opera- 
tion of gastronomy." Something is also 
said about artificial teeth, and a '' tooth 
covered with gold so as to stop and hide 
the decay." 

SUN'S DISTANCB. 

The distance to the sun, as estimated 
by parties sent out by the British author- 
ities to make observations of the transit 
of Venus, is 93,375,000 miles. 



It is said that electrical wires around 
a tin can arecapable of transmitting tele- 
phonic sounds to another can at the dis- 
tance of many miles. 
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^^All oommimicatioBt relatloff to the baslneM of Thb Rwobd, for the jeu* 1877 and 1878, mnit be addrewed 
II& R C. WOEID, BlAnafflag Editor Boathem Medical Record, AtlanU, Oa. 

*firtef and prMtlcaicommanlcations are aolf cited on all tnbjecte pertaining tomedldne; also reporta o 



In practice. 

^Bcnd money by check, v^tal order or r«[iitered letter. 
Write yow name, poai-oAoa, coantj aod tttate plainly. 



To Oum SowoEiBiBs. — Prionda, in aooordanoe 
wUk nodoe giTea ^ oor Deeember namber, we 
kftY« entered nil paying eabeoriben upon onr list 
for 1878, who hnre not notified as to diseontinae. 
Oit^f thne nanus have so notified us, and two of 
these with expressions of regret, wliile many new 
sabseribers are ooaaing in. 

We are enoonraged— ^^nd enter upon onr daties 
with renewed seal, and determination to please 
and benefit the bnsy praotiiioaer. We have, how- 
ever, incarred maeh expense, and shall be mneh 
eramped in onr efforts until subsoriptions some 
in. We- hope, therefore, onr friends will make 
prompt remitUnees. In the meantime, aooept our 
thanks for your patronage and eonfidenee, and our 
greetings and kind wishee for the new year. 

W. 



OmJounsAL ron 1878. — ^The type of the pres- 
ent Tolnme of our journal is changed, we think for 
the better, but not reduoed in sise as was oontem- 
plated. In lieu of this, we have added four pages 
ef reading matter, giving about fifty additional 
pages for the year. While this and other addi-' 
iional expenses have been incurred for the im- 
provement of the Journal and the benefit of our 
Bubeeribers, the same low rate of subscription will 
be eontinueJ. We trust that these improvements 
sad ■aerifioes will be appreciated b/ our readers. 



Ovm PuBUSHixo Housn.— We have engaged to 
pnUieh Thi BnojmD, the present year, J. H. Seals, 
editor of that popular literary paper, the Sunny 
AmiCA. After the first number, which will be a 
little delayed, we have assurance that onr journal 
wHl be punctually furnished on the day of publica- 
tion, (the 20th of each month.) 



I^cioraPTiJiB. — Among the reoent efforts of 
pfaannaoy is that of the imiution of nature's pro- 
cesses in substituting the gastric and pancreatic 
juicee where deficient. For this purpose we have 
Ingtnvin, Pepsin, Lactopeptine, etc. In the article 
en dyspepsia, in this number, cases are given of 
in the use of Lactopeptine. 



Pabvulbs. — ^Wm. B. Warner k Co. have kind 
ly presented us with samples Af their panmUi — 
very neatly and tastefully prepared in doees so- 
minute that, by increasing or diminishing the 
number, almost any dose or fraction of a dose may 
be given. Even the homoepathist can use the c , 
and no refinement of style or delicacy of taste oa» 
find room to complain of these unique and ele- 
gant preparations. 



DiALTZiD Ibon .— This article is of recent intro- 
duction, and is attracting very favorable attention 
as being perhaps the best chalybeate which we have2 
It agrees well with the stomach, is not unpleasant 
to the taste, and does not constipate the bowels. 
It IS said to be antidotal to arsenic, a fact which 
th^ profession will gladly hail. A case illustrative 
of its property in this respect may be found among 

the selected articles in to-day's journal. The ar« 
tide used was that prepared by John Wyeth k 
Bro., Philadelphia. 

We have for sometime been using this same^ 
preparation as a tonic and chalybeat with very sat- 
isfactory results. 

Spibmitic Truss. — ^There %ay be seen in our 
advertising department a notice of a Spermatic 
Truss, manufactured by the Cooper Truss Compa- 
ny of Pittsburg, Pa. 

As we have little faith in internal medication 
for obstinate and protracted cases of sperm atorhoea,. 
we were favorably struck with this appliance at 
first sight. We have examined a sample sent us 
and applied it to a subject. 

Its action is mechanical ; it is simple in con- 
struction, easy of application, not costly, can be 
worn with entire comfort to the patient, and se 
snugly adapts itself to the parts that erection can 
not occur, and emission is absolutely prevented. 

There occurs to us another important applica- 
tion of this instrument which the proprietors seem 
strangely to have overlooked, and that is as a 
means of relieving obstina*^ cases of incontinence 
of urine in children. 
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OUR 00 LABORERS. 

To those of oar oo-Uboren for the |Mst year, and 
•11 others who aided as by writing or otherwise, 
we are thankfiil. A namber on the pablished list 
fkiled to do so, due, we suppose, to press of pro- 
feesional engagements, or other good reasons; 
while ethers not on the list haye kindly interested 
themseWee in our behalf. 

Under these oiroumstanoee we haTe oonoloded 
to have no published list, but to ask all of oar 
tabecribers to oonsider themseWes as our ooxlabor* 
era, and to aid us in our efforts to benefit the pro* 
iMsion and to develop the medioal literature of 
•ar fieetion. 

Abimodoh Acadbmt or Mkdicihi. — At the lar^ 
annoal meeting of this Assooiadon the following 
gentlemen were eleoted offieers for the ensuing 

jear: 

Dr. Wm. L. Dunn, President. 

Dr. J. S. Apperson, 1st Vioe-President. 

Dr. Qeo. Ben. Johnston, 2d Vice-President. 

Dr. Geo. E. Wiley, Reoording Secretary. 

Dr. W. F. Barr, Oorresponding Secretary. 

Dr. James Ogden, Treasurer. 

Da. William Whiti, Essayist for the occasion, 
read an interesting essay on Dysmenorrhoea, which 
was requested to be ftimished for publication. 

Dr. E M. Campbell read a report of a case of a 
large fibroid tumor on the roof of the mouth, which 
he and Dr. Q. B. Johnston, assisted by Dr. C. 
Aston, remoTcd. It had been nearly thirty years 
growing, and the patient was not able to eat solids 
or talk much. The operation was successftil. 

Dr. W. F. Barr, reported a case of pelTic h»- 
matocele, occurring After parturition, successAilly 
treated by himself. 

The gentlemen were requested to Airnish reports 
of their cases for publication. 

Drs. J. F. Harrison and J. W. Mallet, of the 
UniTcrsity of Virginia ; Dr. L. B. Edwards, edi-^ 
tor of the Virginia Medical Monthly ; Dr. J. L. 
Darby, of the UniTcrsity of New York ; Surgeon 
^neral J. K. Barnes, of the United States army, 
Washington, D. C. ; Dr. GreenTille Dowel! , of the 
Medical College of Texas, Galyeeton, Texas ; Dr. 
R. L. Paynes, President of the Medical Society of 
North Carolina, Lexington. N. C; and Profl J. B. 
Beid, of SaTannah, Gki., were elected Honorary 
Fellows of the Academy of Medicine. 

Samplb Copiu. — Those who receive this num- 
ber of Ths Rbooed as a sample copy are requested 
to subscribe. Try our journal and see if it does 
not well deserre th j name it has acquired of being 
he **fh¥orite ef the busy practitioner." 



ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE RECORD. 

Several new and important adTertisements may 
be seen for 1878, and certain of those formerly 
in are changed and enlarged. 

Our subscribers are requested to examine then 
all. Much that is interesting and instruotiTe may 
often be seen in adTertisements. Men who ad** 
▼ertine are generally active and enterprising im 
business, and will give prompt attention to orders. 
We hope our readers will patronise the houses 
which advertise in Th« Rioobd, and ask their 
home druggists and merchants to do the same. 
Nearly all the leading oities are represented in our 
advertising department. We give below a list of 
the places and the business firms in eaoh. For 
details see their respective advertisements : 

Atlanta — Thi Hovsi or Pbmmbton, SAMonia 
& RiTxoLDe — wholesale and retail druggists—a 
new firm — pure drugs — active and reliable men. 

BosTOM— BiLUHQS, Clafp k Co., mannfiMitariBg 
chemists of a high order — well established, safe 
and reliable. 

Nvw York — McKnsoH ft Robbirs, importers 
and jobbers of drugs, manufhoturing chemiste, ete. 
Large establishment— enterprising men— a house 
of the first order. 

Rbbd & Cabhbiok, manu&ctnring pharmaoists 
of a hign order. A large and well managed bosi* 
ness establishment. Stands among the best in 
the city. 

Bbllkvux Hospital Mboioal CoLLBon^Among 
the very best medical institutions in the United 
States. 

'Febmobt, Ohio— Tbommbb Ei^tbaot op Malt Co. 
— Liberal advertisers — active and enterprising. 
Their malt preparations are splendid. 

Philadblphia— Wm. R. Wabvbe & Co., maan- 
f^turing druggists— liberal advertisers. A large 
and enterprising establishment — ^live men — safe 
and reliable. 

Bullock & C&bbbhaw, wholesale druggists, 

chemists and importers. An old and well estab* 

lished house— large establishment— aotive and safli 
men — extensive business. 

John Wtbth & Bbo., chemists and pharmaeeu* 
tists — a very fine house^beautiful pieparations — 
live men — large business. 

Kbabbkt & Mattisob, manufacturing chemists 
of high order — fine malt and numeroos other prep- 
arations — large house — aotive men — safe, prompt 

and reliable. 

ClBCIMBATI, 0. — MbBBBLL ThOBP iL LloTB, 

wholesale (fruggists and pharmacists — manafactn^ 
rers of specific medicines — pure and reliable. A 
large and well established house — active and en- 
terprising. At the very head of the list in the 
'"^est. 
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8r. Louis, Mo.— Alob ft Huiimiv, turgkal In* 
«lnim«ntfl md phynelan's lapplies — one of the 
Ibw St. Loais firms that adTortUe in the Easteru 
joomals. A fine eotablUhment— liye and ener- 
getic bnsinees men. 

Spscial Adtultibim ■!!«. — Among these we di«» 
reot at;e:.tion to the liebig Beef Extract Co., 
Newbnrg, N. Y.; T. Coldon, proprietor, Baltimore. 

GLTOB&m or Kbphauhb.— P. F. Bibhl, Loais- 
▼ille, K/. 

ViTALizBD Phosphatbs — F. Crosbj, ehemist — 
Oaswell, Hassard & Co., agents, N. Y. 

CooPBR Tbuss Company, and others, which 

please see. ....-.- 

BOOK NOTICES. 

MoDBEH Mbdioal Thkrapbutics ; a Compendium 
of recent formuln and Specific Therapeotical 
Directions, ftom the Practice of Eminent Con- 
lemporarj Physicians, American and Foreign. 
By Qeorge H. Naphey*s, A.M., M.D., etc. Fifth 
edition, enlarged and rerised 1 toI. 8.to. 600 
pages. Price $4.00— ftiU leather $6.00. D. Q. 
Brinton, Philadelphia. 

Only a few months ago we had occasion to no- 
tice the fourth edition of this excellent work. That 
a fifth and more enlarged edition shoald be so 
soon called for, cyIbccs the approval of the work 
by the profession, and its happy adoptation to the 
wants of the practitioner. The present Tolame, 
containing many ralaable additions and improre- 
nents, will doubtless be e^nally sought after. • It 
will be found a most Taluable aid and conTenient 
book of reference for the daily practitioner. 

MoDBBB Bdbgical Thbapbutics ; A Compendium of 
Current Formulao. Approred Dressings, and Fpec- 
ific Methods for the Treatment of Surgical Dis- 
eases and lojuries — a Companion Volume to the 
work on Medical Therapeutics. Price, $4.00 
Full leather, $5.00. D. G. Brinton, Publisher- 
Philadelphia. 

This work meets a want greatly felt, not only 
by the surgeon proper, but by CTcry practitioner — 
as every one must possess some knowledge of sur- 
gical practice. In presenting this Tolume to the 
public the editor remarks that he can claim for it 
that it fills a place in medical literature now en- 
tirely unoccupied. Its chief purpose is to set 
forth the medical aspects of surgery. There 
seems to be no work extant which contains the 
therapeutics of surgery strictly, with the. formula 
and practice and systematic directions of distin- 
guished surgeons, and a specific treatment of sur- 
gical diseases and iiguries. We can safely recom- 
mend this work to our professional readers as em- 
inently praclioal. 

A GuiBB TO Tbbbapbutios ahd Matbbia Mbdioa ; 
By Robert Farquharson, M.D., Edinburg, F. B. 
C. P., London, Lecturer on Materia Medica, 
etc. Enlarged and adopted to the United States 



Pharmacoposa, by FVank Woodbury, M.D., Mem- 
ber of the Academy of Natural Sciences, Phil., 
etc. Henry C. Lea, Publisher, Philadelphia. 

This is a compact Tolume of 400 pagcF, contain- 
ing much practical and important information. 
The corresponding effect of drugs upon both the 
healthy and diseased system are presented in par- 
allel columns. Copious notes are also glTsn em- 
bodying the latest rcTision of the United States 
Pharmacopoea, together with antidotes to poisons, 
and the more important of the later remedial 
agents of the day. The work cannot Ikil to inter- 
est and profit both the student and practitioner. 

Catalooub No. VI., of Western Electric Matv- 
ihcturing Company, Electro-Medical and Sur- 
gical Apparatus, Electricity and Surgery, 220 
Kinzie St., Chicago. 

A Tcry neatly bound and elegantly gotten up 
pamphlet of 77 pages, containing cuts and illustra- 
tioas of Tarious batteries and electrical apparatus, 
with instructions as to use, therapeutic and physio- 
logical effects, etc. Medical men who deeire te 
post themseWes in this important department 
would do well to examine this wt rk. 

Ab Adtress Introductrry to the 12th Course of 
Lectures in the Medical Department of the X7ni« 
Tcrsity of Philadelphia, Delivered October 1, 
1877, on Higher Medical Education . 
By William Pepper, A.M. M.D., Prof, of Ctin- 
Ical Medicine. 
This address is highly interesting, and shenld 

be read by erery member of the profession. We 

propose to notice it mere ftilly at another time. 

A Nbw Mbdical AisooiATioB IB Atlabta. — At 
a preliminary meeting, recently held by a respect- 
able number of medical gentlemen of the dty, 
the initial steps were taken for the orgnniiation of 
a medical association, haTing in Tiew the adrance- 
ment of medical science, and the social and pro- 
fessional good of its members. The first meeting 
will be held at the office of Dr. J. J. Knott, en 
Friday CTenlng, February 1, when the election of 

officers will take place, and a permanent organisa- 
tion effected. A brief of cases reported may be 
expected in Aiture issues of the Rbcobd. 

Rbcbiptbd poe 1878.— Drs P W Callihan, AT 
Park, M C Baldridge, E T Henry, W M Fitch, J 
D Jordan, £ D Yeats 77, S S Shields '77, A H 
Smith, J A Hanks '77, A P Harris, F M Rushing, 
Robert Kells, J W Gilbert, Jno A Gordon '77, H 
Y Hunt '77, T L Darby, J W Patlon, B W Dostcr, 
Jno (}erdlne, E Newton, M K Harrison, R 8 
Hallsey '77, R S Walker 6mos, Jno Eisner, W J 
McAlpine, W S Gautier, J W Harris, A A Hill, A 
£ Simpson, C M Gibson, T P Olirer, Robt James, 
T C Powell, L J Sherrill, J S Knott, J H Knott 6 
mos. G R Dosier, W K Chambers, C H Jones, 1 H 
M Parham, J W Sanders, Fraser & Wiley, A B 
McWhorter, J J Grace '77, T S Parham, D B Ham- 
ilton, £ A Cox, J Sanders, R J Mathews, F 
Taylor. 
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IMPORTANT ERB0B8. 
Ob page 825, December number of our journal, 
in an article copied from anotber journal, on 
Rbeumatic Dysmenorrhea, two of the formulae are 
wrong, and it would be well for each subscriber 
to turn to it and correct with his pencil, to read 
M follows : 

R. — Ammonia hydrochlor. dr. iii. 

Tinct. Stramonii dr. ss. 

Tinct. Cimicifugss. 

linot. Olycjrhizss aa. ex. ise. 

R. — Acid Salicylic dr. iii. 

Tinct. Stramonii dr. iii. 

• Soda Bicarb dr. ii. 

Yi am Colehioi dr. iii. 

Glyoerinao ox. i 

AqUJB 01. iii. 



IfHBSRS. BULLOCK & CRENSHAW'S REJOIN- 
DER TO W. R. WARNER & GO. 

When we gaTO place, in our NoTember number, 
to the article of Wm. R. Warner ft Co., relative to 
sugar-coated pills, we did so to correct vhat we 
supposed to be a mistake in a mere matter of his- 
tory, committed by our contributor, Dr. Greene. 
But Messrs. Bullock & Crenshaw send us the fol- 
lowing rejoinder to the article referred to, and in- 
sist upon its publication, claiming a right to be 
heard. We publish it, but distinctly disclaim be- 
ing a party to the controTersy in any manner. The 
parties are our adyertising patrons, and are both 
well and favorably known .^ among the first busi- 
ness men in the country. 

We trust that no serious unpleasantness will re« 
suit, and that the issues invoWed may find a sai- 
isfaotory solution : 

A OABD. 

£diiors Southern Medical Record: 

gjjifl — Oor attention has been called to a quaint 
correspondence, published in the editorial columns 
of your November number, in which we regret to 
find our firm name used in such a manner as to 
demand an explanation from us. The article on 
Sugar-coated Pills, contributed by Dr. Wm. A. 
Greene, unsolicited by us, as you probably are 
aware, but was entirely correct in asserting that our 
firm commenced manufacturing 8. C. Pills before 
any other individual or firm was similarly en^ 
gMged in the State of Pennsylvania, and as this 
assertion conflicts materially with the statement 
made by Wm. R. Warner & Co., we desire to give, 
briefly, the facta^ leaving it to your readers to de- 
termine whether our claim to priority in the man 
u/acture of sugar-coated pills is correct or not. 

About the year 1868, Mr. Warner was engaged 
in a strictly retail drug and prescription business 
in this city, with leisure time on his hands, while 
we were carrying on an extensive wholesale trade, 
extending far over this country, a large portion of 
which was with the physicians in the South. Not 
having sufiicient room to spare for any new oper- 
atieiis in our already crowded laboratory, we en- 



tered into an agreement with Mr. Warner to tend 
to his store, from time to time, all the neoestary 
ingredients, bottles, labels, wrappers, eto., he to 
employ suitable assistants, and return the Pills to 
us finished, charging us a stipulated price per 
thousand for the labor put upou them, which 
could have been done by any other pharmacist in 
the city, whom we might have selected or choseit 
to employ — all of the bottles, labels, wrappers, 
etc., used bearing the name of Bnllock & Cren- 
shaw as manufactuiers, and Mr. Warner was not 
known in the matter. We commenced the adver- 
tisement of the pills in most of the medical jour- 
nals of the country, and, by distributing the 
price-list, and assuming all the responsibility of 
manufacture and sale, after oonsiderable expend!* 
tore, we succeeded in conquering the prejudioe» 
of the profession, and our sugar-coated pills be- 
came an indispensable luxury in every physiciiin*» 
outfit. • 

Mr. Warner asserts that he supplied B. & C. 
with sugar-coated pills for a period of eight years 
prior to 1866. We declare that he never eold a» 
a pill during that period, but he was simply •m'- 
ployed by us to work up our materials. As well 
might his assistant, whom he kept employed on 
our pills, claim to be the manufacturer. The- 
whole responsibility was ours, the risk of reputa- 
tion and capital was ours, and if the pills had* 
proven a failure, we would have sustained the- 
loss ; but after the experiment had turned out a> 
grand success, under our direction, in 1866, Mr. 
Warner entered into the wholesale business and 
commenced manufacturing sugar-coated pills. We 
secured a larger building, employed another phar- 
macist and assistants, and continued the manufao- 
tnre of our pills without any delay or interrap- 
tion. 

In regard to the awards of the Centennial Com- 
mission, we notice that Messrs. Warner & Co. in- 
form year reader- that they received their diplo- 
ma and medal from the '* primary" judges, and 
that B. & C. received theirs from a ** supplemen- 
tary " jury, appointed by the commission near the 
close of the exhibition — all of which is entirely 
correct — but we regret that they did not complete 
the narrative, and anticipate the questions which 
will naturally arise in the minds of ewerj think- 
ing man, as to tphy the commission deemed it nec- 
essary to eupplement the action of the "primary" 
board. 

The Centennial Commission was comprised of 
honest, intelligent, and prudent men from all parts 
of the country, and they certainly would not have 
deemed it necessary to appoint a " supplementary ** 
jury, just before the close of the exhibition, with- 
out sufficient cause to justify such action. The 
conclusions arrived at by the "primary" board 
must have been very unsatisfactory to compel the 
commission to resort to the unusual prooeeding of 
appointing a "supplementary" jury. We are 
glad to be able to state that our diploma and medal 
were awarded by the "supplementary** jury, 
(Signed by Professor Henry H. Smith, M.D., of 
Pbiladelphis, and not by the " primary *' b'tard, 
in which Dr. J. H. Thompson, of Washington, wae 
so active. 

Very respectfully, 

BULLOCK & CRENSHAW. 

Philadelphia, Dee. 22, 1877. (It) 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 



DOES HYDRATE OP CHLORAL 
SOMETIMES ACT WITH UN. 
USUAL ENERGY WHEN AD- 
MINISTERED IN CONJUNC- 
TION WITH A PREPARATION 
OF OPIUM ? 



Br S. 8. Bhzvow, M.D„ (^wf«rdYille. Qa. 



Some mooths sinoe, I was treating a 
patient for cbronio metritiB, and during 
the time, a oiroumstanoe oocurred which 
was flo anlooked-for and peculiar that I 
presume a description of it may not be 
uninteieeting to some of the readers of 
the Rbcobd* 

I do not propose to give a history of 
the case, for there is nothing of unusual 
interest in it. I will state, however, that 
the patient, previous to my treatment, had 
began the. use of chloral, and, when she 
came to me, was taking from 40 to 60 
grains daily. This habit I finally sue- 
oeeded in breaking off^ bat, in spite of my 



vigilance, she took to using opium, and 
was soon nnder the yoke of that habit. 
[By way of justice to her, I will say that 
she suffered greatly all the while, and I 
gave her some opium during treatment, 
but did my best to guard against engen- 
dering a habit.] 

I give the alK>ve particulars of her gen* 
eral condition in order that what follows 
may be better nnderstood. 

During the time she was under my 
care, my patient had several attacks of 
hysteria, and it was in one of those at- 
tacks that what I am about to relate took 
place. 

This attack was an an usually severe 
She had not slept for some fifty or 



one. 



sixty hours. Her appetite was gone, but 
she would take liquid food mechanically. 
She began to grow very weak, and active 
delirium had been developed, I haft 
tried in vain to produce sleep (for thai 
was the main object now); I had gone 
through the whole list of ordinary reme- 
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dies: bromide potaflsiuniy valerian, ether, 
aflsafotida, oola and hot baths* etc. (I 
mean head and foot baths.) I had used 
all means I could think of, both direct 
and indirect, but they proved of no avail. 
She gradually grent worse — and right 
here m me remark .how . unfortunnte it 
was that she was using opium, for, be- 
tides doing no good, it very often does 
h^rn in hysteria. It was impossible, 
however, to take it away from her at this 

1'uncture, for, of course, bad results would 
lave surely followed the cutting ofFof the 
afcpnstomeci stimulaqt. 

One night, about nine o^dock, when I 
had about got to ^^ my row's end," and 
she was still delirious, still sleepless, her 
pulse 120^, respiration 24, yet no fever, 
akin covered with profuse dummy per- 
spiration, and lips and tongue dry and 
hot, I concluded to give her a little chlo- 
ral — ^thou|(h I hi^d almost determined 
never to give her another dose-— not, how- 
ever, because I had ever seen any unme- 
diaie bad effects from it in her case^ but 
because it had ipJMitd her by gsadnally 
sapping the strength of her nervous sys- 
tem« I am confident, too, that it had in- 
duced ornnio brain trouble, and that this 
very trouole was underlying the hysteria 
atiliiatime^ 

But to the point : I concluded to give 
her a little chloral, and accordingly put 
10 grains in water and gave her— ob- 
serve the smallness of the dose. It was 
flsy intention to get her gradually under 
thie inflnenoe of the remedy, giving her 
small doses as th^ were indicated. I 
proceeded very cautionsly, she was so very 
mttoh prostrated, and it was well that 1 
did, ror— mark what followed — I must 
not Ibrget here to call attention to the 
fact that she had taken, an hour or two 
previously, 6 grains of opinm (gum). I 
remained with her, after giving the dose, 
to watch the efKwt| and in about fifteen 
or twenty minutes, afler having been 
awake fiir fifty or sixty consecutive hours, 
she fell suddenly into a most profound 
abiep. The breathing became stertorous, 
then f ntertupted and tremulous ; her fiuM 
turned aiarmin^y pale, and assumed a 



cadaverous hue, and in less than ten min- 
utes from the time she fell asleep, remiram 
turn ceased; her muscles became rigi(( and 
thp heart beat very rapidly and very fee- 
bly. In fact, she exhibited every symp- 
tom of ehlojo/orm pQisoniiig*— tl^it is, tae 
manner in which it poieonsln eigHt ^fsep 
out of ten — paralysis of the respiratory 
muscles. 

You can imagine my feelings— i^ape- 
cially as there was a number utoldwomm 
in the room ; but I cannot describe them. 
But no time was to be lost I beguk ar- 
tificial respiratiop, slaiiping wUb wet 
towels, etc, and sent immediately for my 
batteryi whiph, luckily, was not fiur ofi^ 
I being in town. It was brought in less 
than ten minutes, and I began with ele<v 
trieity, placing the positive on the tongue 
and the n^ative over the region of the 
upper portion of the lungs — ^in fact, as 
near the pneumo«gastric nerve as I ceiUd 
get it. I then gave her the very strong- 
est (interrupted) current whioh the instrn- 
ment was capable of uttering, and bad 
the happiness to see respiration rssumedt 
though, at first, it was only about six to 
the minute. I kept up tb^ electricilj 
constantly ; though it pftxluoed most fear- 
ful contortions of the musdes, yet it 
brought the color back to her almost life- 
less cheeks, and the respiratory move- 
ments gradually increased in rate of 
speed, until, after five boura of its steady 
application, she wss breathing regularly 
at seventeen per minute* Her polsc^ 
from beating, scarce perceptibly, at 170* 
to 180^, came down to its usosJ rate be- 
fore giving chloral, namely, 120^. 

In the meantime^ I had injected, hypo- 
dermically, both caffeine anci atropia. I 

Sve, during the tim^ 2 grains of the 
rmer (at two doses) and 1«60 grain of 
the latter. This was done finr the reason 
that I noticed the pin-hole pupil, and, 
fearful that I should have the accumu- 
lated force of the opium to deal with, I 
began with antidotes for that^ hr what 
she had taken during all day (diree doees) 
may have lain unabsorbed in the stom- 
ach until the chloral got control of the 
system, and then the whole amount may 
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fuive betn absorbed and acted upon the 
tifcih^Mi^MDOM 0t oMe. I mf majf haoe^ 
l)ecaaee I am not oertain about opiom 
poieoatng. The doee menlioned wan not 
tlhifge one for her. Those who hare 
"^atehed die babke of the opianneater 
kivow how thorooghlj need the ajretem 
bM)iBe0 to the dragy and with what im- 
ptinity he oan iocreaee hie doeee. I am 
«eHirin k was the cblorai which lint ef- 
ft^ted her so alarmingly ; but why did so 
iniall a dase have soeh an energetic efleet ? 
There waff no mistake in the weight; she 
had taken the drag before in four, yes six 
titoee'the qnaotitv. Then thebo«»kssay 
Ifbat 47 grains is the lowest poisonous doee 
yet recorded. As for the sample^ I had 
given some of the same to other patients, 
and in hti^ doses. Indeed, I am almost 
oertaf n that she herself had taken some of 
it six or eight months befove, yet it had 
bcto kept well protected; 

-I have been giving diloral since 1870, 
and thongh £ never saw such alarming 
^flbccs ftom it itt any previous cue, yet 1 
idhsem it a very ansafo medicine. It will 
not act on two peiMds alike in the same 
doee, and it will not eflbct the same per- 
aoti, in the same dose, at diiierent times, 
alike. There is no oertainty in its action. 
In many instances, it will not produce 



nal, yon can put it there. I sobmit it 
with the hope that yoo, or soma Me oi 
yonr oorrsspandentSi qsb advUnce some 
argument, pro. or em., on the ealgeek I 
would Kke to get the viewB of sonie one, 
more lit than i^yaelf, lo ejcplain the. why 
and wberafere of the matter.— {Wie hope 
that some of oar medioal brsthrsn will 
reepond.«-*ED.] 

ON THE USE OF OPIUM IN CON- 
GESTION. 

[Prtpftrfd for Uie SebMtiMi Goaalgr Msdksl At- 
Bt a. B. Lotiig, M.P. 

As I have been called upon by the So- 
ciety for a communication on the use of 
Opium in Congjestion, I will endeavor te 
give my experience with this agent in 
the treatment of that form of congestion 
commonly known as congestive chTlt. If 
you expect me to give you the inodm 
operandi of opium in this disease, I ftar 
you will be disappointed. One thing I 
do know, I have gained my object in the 
treatment of this trouble, with this agent 
in combination with quinine, calomel and 
camphor, when I dp not think I could have 
readied the same results without opium. 
And since comparing my statistics 
aleep, unless ev^ry other eircumstaooe is with those of others who do not use opi- 
fiivonible. um in congestion, I feel confident toat 

I se6, in the Beoobd, a notice of its my success in the treatment of this dis- 
peofiliar eflhdt when given after aloeholic ease, is due largely, to the opiunCi used, 
tftiffiulants, or with them. I, too, have I know that some physicians take the 
notieiMl a similar eflbct. It produces in- ground that opium will not be absorbed 

while the system is in this state of con* 
gestion,and will accumulate in the stom- 
ach, and, if the patient is so fortnnate as 
to straggle through the ooneestive stage, 
he will be poisoned with opiam. I tul- 
mit, if the opium was not taken up by 
the absorbents and disposed of by the 
system, that this state of things might 
result But the soooess of my treatment 
indicates that absorption does take place. 
If opiom cannot be absorbed in these 
caan, I affirm that no other mediciDal 
agent can be. And, admitting this, what 
is left us to do? Shall we stand by and 
watoh the foebla flame of life go oat^ or 



fense tnrgescence of the focial integument, 
violent throbbing of the heart and arte- 
ries, and, in many instances, a maddening 
im^rta, with singing sound in the ears, 
etc ' I think great danger attends its ad- 
ninistnition in aleohoHsmus. Tbonffh ii 
iMy act tolerably, and even very weU, in 
« small number of cases, yet it will de- 
4Mrre you if you do not watch it dosely. 
tn fiict, it Is not trustworthy, and a rem- 
edy that is so potent for evil should never 
be bt the hanos of the people at laige, as 
we know this drug is. 
' Bfesira. SditbrSy if you think the above 
ii^$hhy of a place in your valuable jour^ 
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AM we Qodeavmr t^ lekiodle it wkb 
«phim, tbe ftgent whiob experience bas 
taught ti8y will eoatob «ittr patie»ts> es it 
were, from death's eold enbraee^ abd fe- 
atorethem to-fiinilj and frieoda? 

I hold that medieiDes (xm be abearbed 
80 long B8 the heart oootinues to palaate 
with sufficient force to propel the life- 
eiving fluid iuto the prime viiey and be- 
ing iibsorbed, will produce ita peooliar 
effect on the syatem ; tbe doee, of course, 
to be regulated by the state or condition 
in which we find .the patient. Now, we 
all know what authors say as to the effect 
of opium. On page 701 Stitl^a Thera- 
peuHeSf will be found tbe following : 

^^n small doses^ from ope-fourth to 
one grain, opium produces on those who 
are accustomed to its use, a soothing, 
luxuriant calm of mind aud body ; fol- 
lowedy in the course of 40 or 50 minutes, 
with a disposition to sleep, etc., etc. At 
the siame time, the pulse, which was at 
first slightly quickened, became some- 
what slower, and oilen perspiration breaks 
out on the skin. In larger doses, as from 
one to three grains, opium produces much 
more decided efiects ; the stage of excite- 
ment is much more strongly marked ; the 
head feels full, hot and sometimes light ; 
there are buzaing poises in the ears ; the | 
face and eyes are injected ; the pulf^ie is 
fuller and more frequent ; the skin is hot 
and dry. As a general rule a fbll d^ 
of opium renders the action of the heart 
stronger and more frequent.'^ 

We see from this that the first effect o^ 
the opium is to atimulatei and its afler 
efieot to depress^ During . its stimulant 
action, Stille says : ''The skin becomes 
turgid and red.'' 

I claim for opium that in tUi conges* 
ted stage we get the stimulant action 
without the snbBequent depression. I 
know not bow to account for thia, unless 
the quinine and eamphor I always give 
in combination with the opium, main- 
tains the stlmnlant* effect of that moat po- 
tent drug. At least, experience has taught 
me that no depression foUown in these 
cases. I will report a few causes as eor- 



reotly aa I can draw on my memory for 
the same : 

Cki$e l.^-^I was sent for tosee Mrs. OL, 
on the morning of . ; found her suf- 
fering irom pernicious intermitent fever, 
with congestion of the lungs ; respirmtioii 
hurried, perbapa 46 or 60 to the minute , 
pulse quick and thready ; surface decid- 
edly oool and moist ; muscles in a state 
of perfed; relaxation. J felt tbiit I had 
here a case that would speedily terminate 
in death, if prompt measures were not 
taken, to avert it. I diiiected tbe cheat to 
be enveloped with mustard plasters, and 
I gave the following medicines; quinine, 
opiaip, camphor, acetate of lead, and a 
small quantity of calomel. I waa not 
partioular about measureing the quinine 
or camphor, and don't think I gave leas 
than one grain, or a grain and a half of 
opium, perhaps more; when I got it all 
together I had a laree siie country tea- 
apoonful. I gave tnis ddse myseli^ and 
lefl 5 or 6 powders of the same prepara- 
tion, but eompounded with more care, 
and directed one to be given every two 
hours, notil the respirations beoame ffee 
and easy, and then to prolong tbe inter- 
vals to five or six hours. On my return 
the next morning, I found all the pow- 
dem had been .given except, I tnink, 
about 2, congestion relieved, patient in 
every way improved ; directed quinine to 
be kept up at intervstls of 4 to 6 houra fi>r 
the next. 48 ; also direoted, if the bowels 
did not act in the course of the day, to be 
moved with castor oil. At my ne^t visit, 
feund patient so much improved that I 
turned her over to the cook. 

Cbse. 2-T-wa8 Mr. F., a ease of conges- 
tion of the bowels, with copioas watery 
diaeharges. which were taking place every 
16 or 20 minutes ; complete relaxation of 
the system; pulse quick and oompress- 
able. I G^n't say how much morphine I 
gave him at the first dose, but poured it 
out in a spoon, like I was measuring qui- 
nine, dissolved it in as little water m it 
would dissolve in, and gave it. forthwith. 
I then measured Out 5 other morphine 

SowdevB oputaining about ^ of a grain, 
irected them to be given every hour and 
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m half until' vomiting and purging were 
flffreMed. Also left 30 gmna .qotnine, 
divided into 5 powdara^ ona to na givaa 
aa aoon m tba atomach woold retahi it, 
mad repeated ev^rj 2 boara until all were 
giipeo^ I do not reooUeet that I ^ave airy 
<mIoinel in tbia caaeybot expect I did^'aa 
I bardljr ever omit it in theea malarial 
attaoka. I do not beaitaita to give the 
mercury in caaea when the aotiooa from 
the bowds are frequent, believing, aa I 
do, that ita remote action belpa t6 guard 
the patient againat a repetition w the 
paroxyam, or oongeative atage, and be* 
aidea, by combining with opium and 
aame aatringent medicine, the oowela will 
be checked and the calomel will be held 
ID the ayatem until it haa the 



OoM 3 — Mraa Mrs. O — ^, with remittent 
fever with paroxyimal headache^ the pain 
in the head coming on every 10 or 15 
minutes, somewhat after the order of a 
neuralgic attack ; pulse full and bound- 
ing; skin hot and cry, tongue heavily 
coated with a brown ooating ; bowek ooa* 
tive. Thia waa a caae of ordinary remit- 
tent fever, except the paculmr fhrm of 
headache. I directed opium half grain, 
quinine three g^ina, calomel two grains, 
to be given every two hours until rsliev* 
ed, and then every 3 or 4 hours until & or 6 
doaea had been taken. Next day, found 
her comfortable, head aymptoms relieved; 
directed bowels to be moved with oil, and 

fulnine to be kept up for aeveral daya. 
report thia case ttot beeauaa of the opium 
uaea, but the adminiatration of quinine 
when the pulse waa full and hard, and 
akin hot and dry, with the head trouble 
that waa preaent. Which we all know 
would have been contrary to the teach- 
inga of the medical proftasion 10 or 16 
yeara ago. 

Cbae 4.-^1 waa called to aee Mr. M — , 
asd found a case of pernicious intermit- 
tent fever ; pulae weak and compressable; 
akin cold ana bedewed with aweat ; bowels 
diaeharging bleed every half hour or 
luNir. I informed the' patientfa friends 
that I did not think he would live till 
aMiming. I had ft large muatard plaa* 



ter put on the abdomen, gave him 1ft 
gtMa*^ quinine, 1 gsaivi onium^ 5 giaina 
camphor and 3 graioei of lead.; directed 
powdem to be given every 2 hours until 
the dieenaa waa controlled. This caae 
reoovered ia two or three ^a, 

DefTsr* Bloff, Arkaaiai- 



HYSTERICA EPILEPTICA WITH 
UNUSUAL COMPLICATIONa 



Bt Jon CoiToii, M.D., of Alsteauk 



I submit to your disposal the following 
history ef a case under my observation for 
some time past, hoping it may provie ben- 
eficial to the afflicted, and, perhape, call 
forth some thought and investigation by 
the profession ou the important subject of 
tbeffeuroses. 

HnrOBY OF PATIBVT. 

Mrs. B , aged 19, was married at 16, 
She is small of stature, weighs about 100 
pounds ; her health was good, in the main, 
before marriage, bat even prior to the ap- 
pearance of the menses she had fluor al- 
bus, which has persisted up to the present. 
Her monthly courses had been on her 
regularly nine tiroes before she married, 
and they continued regularly for four 
months after marriage, when she became 
pregnant. She went through her term, 
and brought forth in due time, and re- 
covered as well as usual. Her courses 
came on at three months, and continued 
regular up to six months, when they were 
again interrupted by conception. She 
passed her second pregnancy and confine- 
ment very well: this last confinement 
occurred December 25th, 1876. The laat 
child died at four weeks old. 

HIVIOBY OF THB CASS Afi QIVES BT THB 

PATIENT. 

In less than two asontha ifter aha waa 
married ahe beaam to auflbr, aa ahe ex- 
presses it, ^ wkh flaahea of burning pain,^ 
starting in the left ankle^ about the ez« 
temal maleolua, and mnoing up toward 
the knee, the pain oQatanuing bat a mo- 
ment, and recurring every fow daya. The 
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^f$in tiKMMed iMalarljr in mimu^y and 
la fiequencf nnd in the extent at itii 
rtakgjbf so it won iMgan to rtin to the knee 
and then above it, and aftefwarde to the 
hip^ and finally, in tiie la^er paFt ef her 
■eoond pregnancjTy it rea^ihed the bead 
and on two oocasionsi afliioft time befare 
her last delivery^ itati^lfited her mind and 
euspended ieepiiiation» wbWi it lias eon- 
tinned to do ocoaeionally ever einoe. l>e 
Ktellfl last from two to five minutes, and 
they had increased in frequency until she 
was having irom four to seven spells .in 
the twenty«four hours by July 19, 1877, 
when I first saw her. 

She then presented the following con- 
ditions: BTer general appearance indi- 
sated prettjr good health ; she reports ap- 
petite good ; Dpwels r^ular ; the tongue 
dean ; the lungs, liver, heart and spine 
seem to be healthy, save a alight tender- 
ness of spine ,in sacral region; uterus 
quite tender, slightly enlarg^ and slight- 
ly ulcerated, depressed a little, and seems 
to be tnolined to retrovert ; diffused ten- 
derness thropgh the abdomen ; severe 
vaginismus, so as to preclude copulation 
fbr months— 'indeed, it has always givep 
her pain ; numerous tender places along 
the crest of the ilium, about the sacrum ; 
the sciatic notch^behind the trochanter ma- 
gor, along the track of the sciatic nerve 
m the thigh, head of femur, eta, etc. 

From uie time she feels the pain, it is 
not usually more than half a minute till 
it reaches the head. It then draws it 
fi>rward and to the lefl, for the left side 
draws worse than the right. The; pains 
sometimes abort, or fail to reach the 
head, but when thev do reach the head, 
and pass ofi^, then she is for some minutes 
quite deranged, picking and pulling at 
the clothing, and giving but little heed to 
anything that is said ; then there follows 
a general mmbling of the bowels. 

There havo been several changes in the 
ease during the lime of my observation. 
Uterine troubles greatly relieved ; deep* 
seated tenderneBS in abdomen lietter, but 
a greater degree of tenderness of the sur- 
fiice has ensued. Spinal tenderness has 
grown worse, the spells have decreased to 



thne in tha ImI fiAaen days ; 4he 
have not yet appeiiiad* 

. I do not oonsidec it nsernsiy to detail 
the tveatmanL It has oansisted of aUe^fK 
tivaa, tonfes, antiq|MMMiodios, anodynaf' 
and. oouateMiritants, bath^ etcu, wi^ 
looal applioatiooa to ntorns and vagina*. 

. The points that most prominently pre* 
sent themselves to my mind ars; — r 

. 1. That flnor albus aaisted before the 
menses ever appeared. 

2; That the spells came on veiysooii 
afler marriage, and while the oouraes wave 
regular. 

&. That the spalls weve not in any waj- 
influenced by the ohanges incident to two 
pregnancies, deliveries and lactations, 

4. The explosive character of the scialie 
patn. 

5. That the seiatio pain existed two 
years before it assumed its present epilep- 
tical form« 

Now, will these better acquainted witik 
this class of diseases ilo aie the kindneia 
to give me their opinions on the eftiolor 
gy, dkignoeis and tnatment of the gsee^ 
thrangb the Bbopbjdv that we may have 
lighten thisaemewbatsingnlkiraffintioB!^ 

[The above ease prsMnts a reQiaffkaUe> 
illustmtion of the power of what is styled 
reflex irritation in the prodnetion of varied, 
and singular phases of diseased s^on^at^ 
remote points of the.svstem* The naasa 
or caption to the article is our owa--'OQr 
correspondent liaving foiled to giv». one* 
Perhaps we ate inourreet. Let some em 
answer his inqttiries.-^£ltfTOiR RMo^Dw) 



FISSURE OF THE TX^CflXSU. 



CUNICAL REMARKS MADE AT BELtEVtti 

HOSPITAL. 



Bt BuKnra liAsda, If .D., 
ProSBMer of Oiialeal Baw^tj^ ia Hw B$a&m$ Bfftt 

Reported for tb§;MBi]iCAi* Biooro^] 

Gentlembn — ^Tiie patient now befoia 
you is suffiiring from an . affie»iion w^k 
in itself is very slight, but. one : tbsrt ia 
son^times attended by most distrewDg^ 
symptoms — she has fiasure of the rectum* 
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VlirtiMlitHlMag ftooi tlMdiieast 
ally ewnplaio of a m99n burning paia, 
aooarring nKMt oomoMHily a few mimitea 
aftar having a.inoveaient from the bowals, 
aod «apeeiaTly if tba faow are at all hard- 
aped* Tbia pain may last for honrs, and 
giva the piitieot ^ary great distresa. It 
ia probably the single symptom which is 
moat charbofbristio of the ailbctiony and is 
sufficient to warrant a most carefnl search 
for fissure of the rectum. 

A oommon cause of this trouble is con- 
stipation. Under such circumstances, 
when an evacuation from the bowels does 
ooonr, it may be large, the hardened mass 
perhaps tears the mucous membrane^ and 
a fissure ia established. On the other 
hand, fissure of the rectum may follow an 
attack of diarrbosa. Again, the fissures 
sometimes result from specific disease. 

They may be situatea directly opposite 
the coccyx, or towards the perineal region, 
or upon either side of the rectum. 

It is not unfreqnently the case that pa- 
tients su^r from this aflfection a long time 
before they se^k relief. They suppose 
thai tha^ are suflfering from piles, and 
when they come to you fbr advioeand de- 
aoribe their case, unless yon are upon your 
goatd, it may be mistaken for one of 
henaorrhoids, and a useless Tecommenda* 
tioQ made. It frequently happens with 
fisaure of the rectam that more or less of 
blood ia lost with aaah movement of the 
bawala, That fiKt alone may lead yon 
ijf aad bring you to the oonelnsion 
the OBsa ia one of blaadkig piles. 
Agaitt, when you make an examination, 
yea will freooently find the integament 
along the aide of the fissure inflamed and 
cedematona, and a superficial investigation 
may lead yon to the conclusion that the 
patient is suflferiog from an inflamed ex- 
ternal hemorrhmd. The only manner, 
bowevcr, in whkh you will be able to 
OMike a oorreet diagnosis, is by a careful 
and complete examination. ' 

Aa yon examine these cssea, you will 
almoat invariably find associated with the 
fisBoae a little papillary enlargement 
wbieh' BMy have the appearance of a poly- 
pus. This polypoid appearance is due to 



a kyperlrai^y of ana or two papiU» 
in the neigbborbood of the fissnre. Theaa 
enlai^ged papiHw may overlap the fiaMire, 
if it 1^ a small one, and so oonoeal if from 
view. It is important, therefore, in your 
examination, if endh a growth is present, 
to turn it to one side, and then may be 
exposed a slisht fissure or crack, or gray* 
iab line in the mnoDus membrane that 
had previoosly esoaned notice. ' Thiaif> 
feotipn baa also received the name of nleer 
of the reetQB. 

The djairnoais having been made, the 
question arisen, how smdl the fissure be 
treated? Can it be treated suecesslbUy 
without resorting to operative procedure? 

TREATMENT WFTHOUT OPERATION. 

In young subjects, and where the fia- 
sure is of recent origin, you can, in many 
cases, succeed in curing them without an 
operation. The treatment is to keep the 
bowels in a soluble condition, and make 
use of some astringent and sedative ap- 
plication. A very common prescription 
of this kind contains sine or stramonium 
ointment in combination with belladonna 
or opium. This plan of treatment is oflen 
followed by complete relief. 

There are many persons who are re- 
m'^rkably timid when anything like op- 
perative interference is suggested, and you 
will be able to relieve a goodly number 
of such cases by penciling the fissure to 
its bqttom with a fine point of nitrate of 
silver, or with nitric acid. ' These appli- 
cations relieve the pain, because they de- 
stroy the little filament of nerve which Is 
exposed in the fissure. 

In those cases in which the fissure has 
attained some size, you can always with 
the probe find one spot which is exces- 
sively tender, and when the nerve ex- 
posed at that point is destroyed by the 
use of any cautery, or by stretching the 
sphincter, the patient will be relieved. 

RADIOAl^ TREATMENT. 

What is the radical treatment of this 
painful afiection ? It consists in dividing 
the mucous membrane and some of the 
fibres of the sphincter muscle with a knife. 
The object is to divide the filament of 
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nerve iDvoIyed, and, at tbe same time to 

Jut the parts in a oomple^e state of rest, 
f tbe nerve-filament is left exposed, alt 
the eflbrts made by nature towards effect- 
ing a cure are frustrated, because every 
time it is touched by the passage of ftscal 
matter of the sphincter it is thrown into 
spasmodic action, and the reparative pro- 
cess is destroyed. If the nerve is de» 
stroyed, and the parts put to sleep, as it 
were, the fissure is quicicly cured. This 
can be accomplished in two ways. First, 
by over-distention of the rectum. Intro- 
duce your thumbs, back to back, into the 
rectum, make forcible distention towards 
tbe tuber ischii, and carry it to the fullest 
extent possible. In that manner you will 
completely paralyze the sphincter, if the 
distension is done thoroughly, and per- 
fect recovery usually follows. There is 
some danger, however, attending this op- 
eration, for you may lacerate the mucous 
membrane, or you mav rupture some vein 
of considerable size which may give rise 
to troublesome hemorrhage. Such acci- 
dents are not common, but they may o<v 
cur. The second way in which the nerve 
filament in the fisssure can be destroyed 
and the parts put at rest, is by means of 
a cutting operation. In performing this 

Jrou should always remove the little en- 
argement of papillae which so commonlv 
is present by the side of the fissure, for if 
you do not, the chances are that your op- 
eration will be a fiiilure. The operation I 
itself is very simple, and consists in this. 
Put the parts upon a stretch by intro- 
ducing a speculum ; the speculum is to 
be preferred to the fingers. When the 
parts have been moderately tense, simply 
draw your knife through the base%f the 
fissure, and divide a few of the fibres of 
the sphincter muscle; it is not necessary 
to divide the muscle completely, but simp- 
ly a few fibres. In this manner you di- 
vide the ulcerated mucous membrane, the 
irritated filament of nerve, and more or 
less of the fibres of the sphincter below, 
so that the parts are placed at rest. All 
that is necessary in the way of after-treat- 
ment is, to keep the patient in bed a day 
or two, and keep the bowels quiet. B^ 



fore permitting the bowels to m^yv, ft w 
well to give an enema of sweet oil, or 
some gentle laxative. 

FISTULA AKD FISSITBE. 

You will recollect I told you that in 
some cases the int^ument by the side of 
the fissure would be inflamed and (Edema- 
tous, and perhaps to such an extent as to 
give it the appearance of an inflamed ex- 
ternal hemorrnoid. This irritation and 
inflammation may go on until an aboess 
is developed. Such an abscess will burst, 
and when you make aq examination it 
may be found that there is a smalt fistula 
formed. The point to which I wish to 
direct your attention is this : if you are 
not thorough in your examination, you 
may operate on the fistula only, and the 
patient will probably be cured of it, but 
the same agonizing pain will u)ntinue to' 
be experienced after every evacuation from 
Xhe bowels, simply because the fissures are 
present, and the question will arioc — how 
are they to be managed ? It is not nec- 
essary to divide them all, for if one is 
thoroughly divided, the sphincter will be 
placed at rest, and the others will heat 
very readily. 

CORNEAL ULCERS. 



Bj I. B. L. Ha&dmtt, M.D., of WbMUng, Wert 

VIrglBte. 



In giving expression to a few thoughts 
and observations on the pathology aad 
treatment of ulcerations of the co rn ea , 
it is not my intention to go into detail or 
to particularise, to any great extent^ the 
varieties of this most important and pain- 
ful disease. The characteristicB of lUl ul- 
cers of the cornea are similar, as regards 
treatment, except so far, it may be, aa the 
sthenic or asthenic condition of the pa- 
tient may modify it. The uloeniftion of 
this most composite membrane— having 
no blood vessels distributed to its sob- 
stance, renders the prooees of repair alow 
and uncertain, often lasting weeks and 
months. A large namber w caaes of ul- 
ceration are from traumatic causes, iinom 
foreign bodies driven into the sabstanoe 
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-of the ikrab. Om soaim tM Imb omm 
iwdcr m^ iauMduite obaorvatioBi w that 
of hot onidefB thrown #ff from railroad 
loooiiiotivQB, strikiBg tbt eornea. Ghen* 
ioal irritaDfs aro also oapua^ and among 
tbew are strong oye lotidas. Butropiom 
and triokiasia or tarnings in of the oilia 
aguneft the ooraea, are ako oaueee; all 
tbeee ^may be denomioatad traumatic 



PhlyctflMUD are bjr no meaoa confined 
to the oonjnnctiTa acleroiico, but often 
much within the corneal timue; and 
when we consider the peculiar anatonij 
of this structure, we are led to believe 
the inflammation producing them is an 
oxtensioa between the epithelial and the 
lamina anterior. In this form they may 
be observed containing a serous fluid. In 
their primitive state, where We have 
phlyctenular formatiooSi the walls of the 
vesicles burst, or give way, when the 
primitive ulcer is established with sharp 
edges covered with paralent or muco- 
pomlent matter, I have obse^veil an- 
other form where there is little or no in- 
flammation; a small nodule is observed, 
the snr&ce of which is, after a little time, 
denuded of its spitkelinm, and an ulcer 
is developed. When the ulcer is cen- 
tiaUy loeated, the intervening space be* 
tween it and the sclerotica is dear. This 
is sometimes apt to take on an in- 
amatory condition, forming a limited 
auperfieial keratitis; or inflammation of 
tlM cornea may not occur; the ulcer is 
then aitoated in clear corneal tissue, and 
baa the appearance as if a small piece had 
been excised. This is the simplest of all 
eoraeal ulcers, and is usually confined to 
the ooi^ttnctival covering. 

ShoiakI resolution not speedily <M3Cur, 
and the anterior elastic lamina become 
involved, aodergoing inflammation and 
ulceration, opening up the true corneal 
l amina, we have one Jf two phenomena : 
the nicer either extends its base, and 
sioogbings ef the substance of the cornea 
eocms, or peneUating into its deep struc- 



space 
flsmn 



chamber. 

• Ukeia of this cberaoter are sorronnded 



by mare or leas opacity, which is due to 
the inflammation of the parts near the ul- 
ceration, or an attempt of nature to limit 
or circumsoribe the disease by a deposit 
of plastic lymph. Ulcers preseniing. 
irr^ular or serrated edges are usually 
more liable to extend, and at the same 
time Qontinoe to penetrate into the deep 
substance of ths tissue until the posterior 
elastic elamina is resched, when we have 
either ulcerativie corneal staphyloma, or 
perforation with a discharge of the aque- 
ous, fluid, when a prolapse of tl^e iris fol- 
lows. In all cases of corneal ulceration 
more or less febrile excitement is prraent; 
and where there is persistence^ in the 
course of the disease, tne patient is usual- 
ly prostrated by pain and loss of sleep. 
In treating these esses I have observed 
that the patient is comparatively free 
from pain during the pain, but is sure to 
have great pain about the brow and in 
the eyeballs at some period during the 
night, which is only relieved by the use 
of opium in some form. Great intoler^ 
auce of light with blepharospasm is usual- 
ly pretent, and it is often with great diflS- 
culty that we can obtain a good view of 
the condition of the eye. In the treat- 
ment of corneal ulcers, I am often remind- 
ed of a stereotyped expression of the late 
Pro£ Thomas D. MuUer, formerly Pro- 
fessor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical 
College, Philadelphia; ''Gentlemen of 
the graduating class, be careftil what yon 
do." It is of the utmost importance that 
the greatest care should be observed. The 
great danger lies in attempting too much. 
I have seen strooe lotions of nitrate of 
silver applied, also the solid stick rubbed 
into a primary ulcer. There are special 
reasons why lotions composed of argt. 
nitras, sul« zinc, acetate of lead, and all 
salts that are rendered insoluble when 
they come in contact with conjunctival 
mucus, or the tears, should not be used ; 
as, when nit. of silver, coming in oDntact 
with the tears, an insoluble chloride of 
silver is precipitated upon the ulcerated 



toae^ thteatans perfointion of the anterior surfiu)es, and, rem^iining, is covered with 



cicatricial issue, thereby producing an in- 
dellible leucoma. So we may have ' ' 
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]<MlMs iRroftn the use df sU aftlte whiob 
deeDOipoie and fi>rm an iasoliible pMoipi- 
late when in oontaot with leafs. 

Tile first indieatiob is to limit tlie ul- 
aeration and to relieve the piain. Bf re- 
ducing the vaacuhirity we diminish the 
steretion of the aqueous fluid, and th&nty 
i^Ileve the intra-ooular pressufe, I nni* 
versalljr use a strong solution of neutral 
sulphate of atropia, three or four grains 
to the ounoe of distilled water, and where 
a slight stimulation is neoessarj, 1 add 
two or three grains of sulphate of alum- 
ikia, which is not insoluble in chloride of 
sodium. I order this lotion to be dropped 
into the ^ye every threeorfour hoursjand in 
the interim, apply a piece of court piaster 
to keep the lids' at rest All pressure on 
the eyeball should be avoided, and no 
bandaeee applied. Febrile excitement 
fthoula be met by the usual means. In 
the most obstinate oases I have (bund tiie 
warm bath, taken daily, meet eiBcacioos ; 
and where there is a strumous diathesis, 
I order the following : 

E. — Ferri 8«1ph»i Or. exzTilf . 

PotMrnoin lod Or. ISRxvi. 

Sjnip 4 Ot It- 

Dissolve the ferri sulphate and potas« 
Slum in separate parts of the syrup, and 
mix. 

Sig. One teaspoonfiil three times a day 
to an.adolt. 

Where there is persistent sloughings 
or a tendency to perforate the deep cor- 
nea lamina, and I at once make paracent- 
esis (JorDte and draw off a portion of 
aqueous fluid. I use a broad needle or a 
Beers cuneiform cataract knife, and allow 
a few dro|3s of the aqneon^ fluid ta dis- 
eharge, and, if necessary, in '14 or 36 
Lours I repeat the o|)eration, always mak« 
ing my incision in a sound part of the 
cornea, and immediately close the eyelids 
with plaster. This operation removes 
the it)tra-ocular pressure, and promotes 
a more healthy circulation in the corneal 
tissue. I have more satisfactory results 
from drawing cff the aqueous fluid than 
froni stimulating applications to the ul- 
serated surfaces. 

The great danger in ulceration of the 



m pirforation, firiUwed by 
proiapsua of thairis m adhesictevfths 
irie to the cornea, or to •Iha eapanle of the 
leoBi or botb» Prohmans is osiuUljr mmm 
imsMnant in maiginai nioeratiao than in 
central. Central pnobpee naaally islor^ 
fikm more with vision tliaa asasgiml, 
for tibe resabn ibat^ta oanlral probpw ih» 
iris is usaally adherent at <ihe papiUavf 
margin, and the opaque cornea surroaad>* 
ing It interforea with whatever apaee ia 
left; in the-maufpnal thaujiupil Ja flrea^ 
although aooentrio ; the bpaoity does not 
ioterfera with it^— iSk» Zonit Med. mnd 
Sitrg. Jomr. 

RECTAL ALIMENTATIOK. 

Dr. Austin Flint, in Nem York AeaA^ 
emjf of Mediome^ read an interesting p»- 
per upon the albove subject. The im- 
portance of ^e sutgeot was regarded a» 
sufficient to suggest the qneslioB, Ta 
whom belongs Iho' credit of having basn 
the first to resort to tfiis method m ai»* 
taining nutrition ? The author of tba 
paper was not prepared to answer iha 
question. It was Samuel Hood whofiral 
suggiested it in the fM^esent century*-«4» 
the year 18&&. Up to quite a resent date, 
rectal alimentation had not bean segaad^ 
ed as an important measure for sustain* 
ing nutrition ; at least, only slight reft a 
ence had been made to it by writers an 
practical medicine. 

Of late, interest in the subject had bean 
somewhat awaicened. It had not bean 
altogether beoause of want of eases, wbieh 
might show that life could be sa»* 
tained wholly by rectal alimentation, thai 
such tardiness in recognizing its valoa 
had been developed. Reference was then 
made to a case iu which life was sustained 
for three consecutive months bjr this 
means. 

A second case was referred to, in whiob 
the following clinical fiicts were made 
prominent : it was a case of httuntemea* 
is ; exhaustion and exsangnmataon wara 
very marked. The patient was aoppavl^ 
ed entirely for three weeks by nutritive 
injections, and the nutritive material was 
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rfitjvip^d to noirnal brothv which wa» 
iomnttii in ooiisideniUe <|iuuititi(B9. Oc- 
flMJaipl daam pf Unidapiim were added 
iojf/ramoU sleep. There wee no evaca- 
alioQ fron the oowele while rectal ali- 
meotekioa wai being pursued. There 
iCSA a fpootaneous eyacnatiou from the 
bowels^ small ia qonotityi soon after re- 
tuniiiig to nutrition by the mouth, show- 
ii|g Ibal tue nntrrmeot introduced into 
the bowels had beeo aesimilated. 

Befbrenoe was made to a third case, in 
whioh lift was sustained . one year and 
thrae montfaa by rectal alimentatioo, and 
duri|ig five years the patient had de- 
pended almost entirely upon this method 
of suslauiinff uQtrition« 

Stall anotner case was referred to, in 
whiish the patient lived one year under 
theanpfiort chiefly of rectal alimenta* 

tiOB. 

There were clinical fiiots sufficient to 
prove that lift could be maintained in- 
definitely in cases in which recovery was 
poeaable, that improvement could be se- 
eared in oases in which recovery could 
noi -reeaonably be exp^ted, aud increase 
in the weight of the body could be reali- 
zed by rectal alimentation. 

The anlgect was further studied under 
thnebesds^^ 

1. Indications for its use. 

S« Appropriale diet to be employed 
for this porpose. 

3. Certain practical rules to be ob- 
served. 

Bectal alimentation was indicated in 
obstroctioos of the csaophages, the car- 
diac or the pyloric extremi^ of the stom- 
achy sufficient to,prevent adequate nutri- 
tion. It was also indicated in the treat- 
ment of gastric ulcer, hsematemesis, acute 
geatritis^ persistent, irritability of the 
stomach, certain Cf^ses of typhoid fever, 
certain cases of coma, etc. 

The iMods of aliment best constituted 
to ibrm rectal diet was regarded as an 
important question. 

The physiology of the sulyecl was 
briefly oonsiderea in this connection, and 
it wee opt. difficult to understand that, 
although the aliment met with no diges- 



tive jnioei^ the secreting glands, which, 
eaisted in the huge intestine in consider- 
able numbers, might take on a vicarious 
aotion when the glands of the stomach 
and small intestine were not excited into 
activi^ by the presence of ingesta. 

The idea was also advanced that food 
introduced into the rectum might excite 
secretion by the gastric and intestinal 
glands, and. in absence of ingesta in those 
parts (^the alimentary canal, the fluid 
might piss into the large intestine in suf> 
ficient quantity to effect digestion there. 
Whatever the explanation might be, the 
clinical fact was well established that di- 
gestion of aliment, when placed in the 
rectum, did take plaoe without the aid 
of agents which affected digestion outside 
of the body. . 

A variety of diet was regarded as bet* 
ter than the persistent use of the same 
kind of food prepared in precisely the 
same manner. From analogy, it was 
reasonable to suppose that such agents 
as had been found to promote digestion 
outside of the body might be added to 
the injections with advantage. Further 
glinical facts upon that point were needed. 
The articles now used were meat solu- 
tion, pancreatic emulsion, Liebig's ex- 
tract of meat^ with or without milk, 
eggs, mutton and chicken broths. A 
pancreatic meat emulsion was mentioned, 
made as follows : From five to ten ounc- 
es of finely chopped meat were added to 
fully one-third of that weight of the 
fresh pancreas of the ox, the fat being 
removed, and mixed with about five 
ounces of water.; the whole was reduced 
to the consistence of a thick sonp. 

It was desirable to determine more ac- 
curately the affections and conditions in 
which rectal alimentation was most avail- 
able, and whether the range of that form 
of diet might not be extended. Experi- 
mental observations upon heidthy hu- 
man subjects would be of interest, and 
were required. In the cases which had 
fiillen under Dr. Flint's observation^ the 
nutritive injection bad not been carried 
above the rectum. In cases in which 
I the rectum was or became irritable, one- 
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half pr a pint of milk oould be carried 
dp into the colon and be retained with- 
out difficulty. The average quantity of 
idaterial to be employed in this mode of 
treatment was from three to six ounces, 
and the intervals between the injections 
might vary in length from three to six 
hours. Small quantities of some prepa- 
ration of opium might be added to the 
injection, if they were not well tolerated. 
It remained to be settled whether or not 
opium had the same influence upon rec- 
tal as upon gastric digestion — namely, 
td impair it Preparatory to the begin- 
ning of the treatment, the bowels should 
be emptied either by means of enemata, 
or by a laxative given by the mouth. 
As a subAtitute for drink, when necessa- 
ry, simple water may be thrown into the 
bowel, aW the surfiioe of the body free:y 
sponeed. Alcoholics and medicines might 
be added to the nutritive {niections, or 
they might be riven separately, or they 
might be used hypodermically. At first, 
nutritive injections might not be retained, 
but if persisted in, they would soon be 
well tolerated. On the other hand, in 
some cases they were well tolerated at 
fint, but after a time they were not re- 
tained. In such cases it was well to 
atop them lor a short time, when they 
oould probably be renewed with success. 
It was not thought necesssary to wash 
out the rectum each time prior to using 
the administration of the nutritive injec- 
tion. The nutritive injection should be 
tepid. Firm pressure should be made 
over the anus with a sponge or towel, 
until the desire to rt move the injection 
had passed away. If the nutritive in- 
jections met the requirements of the case, 
there would follow a sense of comfort 
and satisfaction the same as after taking 
a meal in the ordinary way. — Medical 
Record. 



UNUSUAL ACTION OP ANAES- 
THETICS. 



Dr. Keyser, in the Mediocd and 

i Reporter, remarks : 

Duiing the course of a number of years 



study in Eurooe, I was present and 
sisted in the auminiatration ot ohloroliirm 
very many times, in the variooa oliniet 
and hospitals ; and since my return home 
to this city I have had considerable ex- 
perience with chloroform, ether, and 
bichloride of methylene, ai anflBsthetioa, 
in my hospital clinics, as well as in pri- 
vate practice ; the following cases nave 
come under mv observation, all of which 
I have no doubt can be aothenticated hj^ 
the experience of others as soon as the in- 
terest m compiling such cases is aroused. 

In relating the cases I wfU present, 
first, those of peculiar hallucinations; 
second, as to the retention of conseioiUH 
ness during the operation without feeling 
pain ; third, as to anesthesia while asleep, 
without awakening. 

While I was attending Prof, von 
GraePs clinic, in Berlin, a young lady of 
about 19 years came in, for the operation 
of neurotomy of the supra-orbittil nerve. 
It was necessary to ansesthetise her, chlo- 
roform being used. During which act, 
in the presence of the dass, she passed 
througn all the actions and emotions of 
coition. Dr. von Ghraefe called attention 
to this, as one of the eflhots, at times of 
inhaling chloroform, and advised the 
necessity of having several present when 
chloroform was administered to the oppo- 
site sex. 

In my clinic in the Wills -Eye Hospit- 
al, in 1874, a female of seventeen years 
of aee came to me to be operated ^ on for 
strabismus convergens. She wished to 
be etherized, so as to prevent her feeling 
any pain. During the administration of 
the ansethetio by the honse surgeon, in 
the presenoe of several visiting students 
and physicians, as well as the regular 
clinic assistants, she, after a few minntes' 
inhalation, be^ talking in the^ most 
lascivious manner, accompanied with all 
the actions and emotions of sexual inter- 
course ; and when coming out from nn- 
der the deep annsthesia, after the opera* 
tion, the same hallucination and aetions 
possessed her. When free from its in- 
flaence she claimed that one of the assist^ 
ants had had sexual intercourse with her. 
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This id(A was giTeo op, however, sfter 
being assored that sash was not the case, 
and of the number present at the opera- 
tion. S^oie one must have menttoned 
the whole or part of the affiiir to her, for 
on her aj^iearanoe at the next clinic day 
she very modestly i^pologised to me for 
her actions, saying, ''that she could not 
help it, as obe knew nothing at the time/' 

Li the spring of 1876, 1 was obliged to 
etberijse a young lady, so that I could 
make the operation of tearing loose pos- 
terior synechia, and during the inhala- 
tion, wbioh was < administered by my 
firiend, Dr. Fmnk Fisher, her eyes be- 
eame unoovered for a moment, in whidi 
time she opened them and looked staring- 
ly and frightened at me, as I sat by her 
side holding the pulse. She struggled to 
get away, and attempted to scream. Her 
ejes were at once covered, and the ether 
poshed to complete ansesthesia. After 
eooring oot from under its influence, she 
told the young lady, friend with whom 
ahe was staying, and who was present at 
the operation, that " I had tturned into a 
wild cat; she was positive of it*^' For 
ten days she was so impressed with this 
delosion that she would not look at me, 
and it was with difficulty that I could 
treat the eye. 

la relation to th? second question, 
'' Oan there be retention of consoiousQess 
during the operation, without feeling 
pain ? the foHpwing two cases will show 
that such can be. 

In the summer ol 1863, while I was 
assisting Dr. Hensey in the .surgical 
wards of the GitiiEen's Hospital (Burger- 
pital,) in Berne, Switzerland, a ease of 
ampatation of the 1^ at the lower third 
of the femur was made on a gentleman 
of that city,, in which it was necessary to 
administer an anesthetic. After inhal- 
ing chlofaforip for a few minutes he lost 
all feeling, but continued to . converse 
with Dr. Mensey, and told him to go. on 
with the operation, but before doing so 
prop him up, so that he could see the 
whole afiair. He looked at the opera- 
tion very quietly, and denied fnelins the 
least pain, nor did he show in the least 
that be experienced any. 



In April, 1871, in my clinic in the 
Philadelphia Eye and Ear Infirinary, i 
made an operation fer shrinkage of 'ml 
staphylomatous eyeball, on a lady of 
thirty-five years of age, who, after inhaN 
ing a mixture of chloroform and ether a 
few minutes, lost all feeling, but not con- 
sciousneiB^and the operation was made 
without the least sensation of pain, as- 
assured ine by the patient, who remained 
perfectly quiet, ana answered promptly 
every question that I put to her. The 
an»thetio was administered by my assist- 
ants, Dffl. J. W. Millick, D. C. Lloyd 
and W. F« Church, in the presence of 
several students who were attending my 
clinic and lectures at the time. 

To the third question, ''Can one be 
anaesthetiaed during sleep without awak- 
ening ?" the lollowine; will show : 

July 26th, 1876, I was called to Le- 
banon, Pa., to enucleate the eyeball of a 
boy, who had received, twenty-three 
days previously, some shot in his faoe, 
from a gun, one of which had penetrated 
the eye, destroying it. When I arrived, 
his fether said that his son had just fal- 
len asleep a few minutes be^re, and ask- 
ed if he should awaken him. I at once 
proposed to Drs. Light, Lineaweaver 
and Gilford, of that place, who were pres- 
ent, that we should not awaken him, but 
try to etherize him while asleep. We 
went up quietly into the room; Dr. 
Liffht took the towel, on which^ ether 
haa been poured, and approached him 

Sntly and slowly, I renewing the ether 
>m time to time, until the cloth was 
applied immediately over the fece, and 
thus he was put completely under the 
influence of the anesthetic without his 
waking up; he making onlv a slight roll 
over from one side to the other. He was 
then carried out into the adjoining room, 
in which the operation was to be made, 
laid on a settee arranged for that purpose, 
and the eyeball removed. He did not 
wake up from the time he went to sleep 
on his mother's bed, befere I arrived, 
until after the operation was completely 
finished ; and then he came to himself 
with the remark, " Let my eye aloue.'^ 
Hoping that you may be the means of 
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<lrawiiijB; this needed information together 
J0 a sa^^aird for the fature, I remain, 
yonrs truTj. 

<ENOTHEBA BIENNIS IN MU- 
COUS INFLAMMATIONS, 



By Jamh F. Sclliyav, M.D. 



CEInothera Biennis, or Evening Prim- 
rose, which is indigenous to nearly all 
parts of the United States, possesses val- 
uable properties as a mild sedative and 
alterative in many diseased conditions of 
mucons surfaces, especially the gastric, 
' intestinal and vesical. It is useful in 
some forms of dyspepsia, particularly 
those accompanied by an irritable state 
of the stomach and of the bladder, as in- 
dicated by frequent vomiting and mio- 
torition. Having prescribed the reme- 
dy for eight years, I have been able to 
carefully note its eflbcts, and am con« 
vinced it will be an important addition 
to our list of medicines. A brief history 
of a few cases will best illustrate its ao* 
tion. 

Case 1, A man, aged 26, of active hab- 
its, had dyspepsia for five years. His 
most distiessing sf mptom was an almost 
constant pain in the region of the blad* 
der, with frequent micturition. He had 
been treated in various ways without 
benefit, and was more than once sounded' 
for stone. He was given half a drachm 
of fluid extract of (Buothera with a drachm 
of tincture cinchona comp. in water, just 
before meals, with immediate and per- 
manent relief. 

ase 2. A gentleman, who had been a 
dyspeptic for many years, had sufibred, 
especially from frequent vomiting of food, 
distress afler eating, and restlessness at 
night, which was am*avated by a desire 
to urinate. Half a drachm of the fluid 
extract, just before eating and at bed- 
time, promptly checked the vomiting, 
allayed the irritability of the bladder, and 
gave him refreshing rest at night 

Case 3. Mr, M., aged 40, while con- 
valescing from typhoid fever, was attack* 



ed with an obstinate dysentery with 
vere tenesmus and flhequent discharges or 
bloody mucus. For five days the dis- 
ease resisted every known remedy, in- 
cluding anodyne enemas, oalomel and 
opium, turpentine emulsion, etc. AH 
other treatment was then disoontirioed, 
and twentj-flve drops of fluid extract of 
Oenothera was given every three hours. 
The dysenteric discharges entii^ly ceased 
after the second dbse, and the patient 
had a natural focal disbharge witbih 
twelve hours. 



Dr. N. fi. Davis of Cbioago, has rf- 
cently found valoaUe results ftqm tbia 
remedy (Ouorlerly AbMnid of M^fUeai 
Seimoi, J^mary, 1877)* He sfo«: 
'^ From my on^n clini<sal observatioo I 
am inoliued to r^;ard it as a mild bat 
efficient sedative to nervQua tm^ibiiilf ^ 
acting more especially on the poemno- 
gastric nerve." 



Its chief value, I believe, will be found 
in typhoid ftver, to the trestment of 
which it is peeuliarfy adapted hj its 
soothing action upon the intestinal mu- 
cous surfkce. I am convinced that it 
essentially modifies the fuflammatoiy 
condition which precedes ulceration of 
Peyer's patches, and that its nm may 
freouently prevent ulceration. The usti- 
al Gose in typhoid fovers is fhnn fii^en 
to thirty drops every three hours. There 
is no danger of an overdose, and I haive 
known a tablespoonflil of t1i« fluid ex* 
tract to be given every tWo hours^ by 
mistake, till two ounces bad been taken. 
In that case it seemed to revive the pa- 
tient, aA»r the manner of a stimulant, 
and I am not sure that it might not be 
advanta^^eottdy given in Ikrge doses in 
some oases. The fluid extract of omo- 
thera is not incomnatible in mixtuvea 
with any other medicine. Its flavor re- 
sembles that of cold tea, and ft is accep- 
table to any condition of the stomal. 
It appears io be well -worthy the atten- 
tion of the profession, and the wrfter 
would be pleased to learn the results of 
its ase in the hands of' bther praotitidn- 
ers. — Paeifio Mhdkol Jcumat. 
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CASE IN PBACTICB. 

Ijr T-Bmokvax, HD.. PiM Mwdaw, Cobb. 

I was.Qilledt oa Ike OMniiQg of Octo* 
Iwr 20, 1877, lo ¥i«it the diuigkter of Mn 
ianee Forbte^ of this pboe. Tbe ohiJd 
ked swallowed a Baall oopper oeiit two 
da^ prsrioos to mjr bmig called. The 
eoiD bad- been loal eome three wieeke, and 
lain opoo the crooiid that length of time 
kaibre. the ohiM evidlowediiU The oeiud 
fenedj (dl) waa given the ehild bgr ite 
panata; evacnatioDf followed, bat tbe 
eoin waa not fbond. The mother gave 
more oil on the next day, and free evacu- 
aCione folkiwed, bat tlaie coin waa still 
flMsmg. At night, the child ratiied with 
its firther, and was r cat to w th^ ugh the 
a^t; p aa w d its urine involuntarily, 
wkieh waa aometfaing new for the child 
«a4a. 

On the following mornings the cdilld 
was bvigbt^ and* foding as well na uaaalx 
▲t the Mcakfostrilablei the first complaint 
eane ftwas tke.ohiM, wbieh waa of a pain 
in its atoasaoh. The fiimily thought it 
the resnIt«of tkeoil, and asked the ehild 
tf it wiaked tke. vessel^ but it declined. A 
6w ui b yi n n ta nsore. elapsed, and it again 
esnpfanned, and at thia tiaie did have an 
evaaialioii fimn. the kowelS| hot the coin 
was not found. 

The nsomki^ meal being tkrongh, tbe 
fiUber went to liis empleyment; the child 
ntiffed finom the tabl^ and waa looking 
tnm the window, when it called to its 
awiker and cKclaimed, ^^ I am cross oy ed/^ 
aad tke next nKiment could not see. It 
was *at this stage of the ease that I was 
«lled. I ha^ened to tbe boose^ and 
fomid> the child in tbe following condi- 
tion : it lagr upon its back, its ejres open 
and fixed ; respiration kad cesaed ; the 
Isnrae protruded over tbe teeth, and was 
swmlen ; the lips and toagwe wore of a 
deep bhie color, and the body genetally 
loekinff blue ; the fingers were clenehed 
m the handy not witk tbe thumb in the 
plm, bot like a oramp. The ohild drew 
Its dnu on oao aide twios after I reanbad 
tbe konse^ .not gaapingi bat aimplj a 



Biovffnent of tbe loirev law. Befoyo I 
reached the bouM^ tkoobifd^icietbes were 
loosened, and friction used over the stom- 
ach and abdomeoi but tbe child cd^k) not 
bear it, and, as the lady ea^pressed it, she 
acted like a worm on a bot stove. I opuld 
find no pulse when I reached tbe bo^se ; 
nothing but the fin^rs clenched indicated 
any spasmodic action. The extremiti^ 
were cold and thoroughly relaxed^ with 
the exception of the fij^gerw. No discol- 
oration under finger-snails. 

Tbe fiimilv, tkinkim tbe coin was still 
retained in 4be child, 4Msired a jMul-aHr- 
ta»i examination, which I performed tjbe 
next day. I first diaieoted tbe stoa^adi^ 
which was found in the. following condi- 
tion : it was piartially filled with a liquid, 
looking, like milk and water. The liniiig 
membrane was contracted, and Ipoked of 
a deep bronae color. The disooloration 
waa deeper as it reached the nylorns. No 
inflaoMuatory action about the stomach, 
nor tbe pyloric orifice. Nothing inflam- 
malopy about tbe duodeiyum. Tbeamall 
intestines showed inflammation and pu- 
trefoctmn tbrooph their whole extent, 
which, in my opinion, was caused by the 
passage of the coin* Tbe coin was not 
fimnd by tbe examination, but found in 
the privy vault. It was brought to me 
with tbe dtbria atill upon it firom tbe 
privy. I cleansed it, and fiwnd portions 
of it, as thoogh it had been in add. I 
concluded tbe coin was deeply corrode 
before tbe child swallowed it 

I find tbe hommopathic provings of 
cuprum give this child's symptoms ex- 
actly, aoid I could not but pn>noi|uce the 
ease one of coppm* poisoning. Tbe length 
of time from the fimt complaint at tbe 
table nntil the death of the child was 
searoely thrae<^rths of an boor. 

Now, as this case is the first one of tbe 
kind I have ever bad^ or heard of^ I re- 
port it for publicatmn, and hope for in- 
formatioa in regpird to it-^-espeoially tbe 
eauae of no pain, and still the amount of 
iaiammation. Did the copper produce 
paralysis of the bowels ? — JE: Med. /our- 
nu/. 
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ATLANTA MBDICO-CHIRURGI^ 
CAL ASSOCIATION, 



The above asrociation met en Friday 
Bighty'the 8th instanty Dr. O. O. Cnw- 
fo^ in the ohair. 

On the call for report of cases, Dr. T. 
8. Powell stated that he had read a verr 
intereetiDg paper by Dr. L. P. Yandeliy 
Jr.y ProfesAor of Clinical Medicine and 
Therapeutics in the University of Loais- 
villcy on '' Malaria and Struma ; their Re- 
lation to the Etiolbgr of Skin Diseases/' 
in which paper the cistingutshed author 
contends trmt ^^ Malaria is the chief source 
of acute skin diseases, and that scrofula is 
the ohief source of chronic skin diseases/' 
Dr. P. stated that while he was not pre- 
pared to endorse fiilly all of the results 
of Dr. Yandell's clinical experience upon 
this subject, it afforded him pleasure to 
say that he had for twenty years treated 
many forms of skin disease with the idea 
that thev were caused by malaria, and had 
observed the fiict that they were more ame- 
nable to quTUtne and iron than to other 
remedies. Hence he was disposed to re- 
gard Dr. Yandell's theory as highly prob- 
able. He referred to several cases of re- 
cebt date in his practice as confirming the 
malarial origin of skin amotions. The 
first was a child nine years old, who had 
been declining in health for a year or 
more, and had been variouriy tr^rted for 
dropsy, rheumatism, etc. She became 
sallow, foeble, and finally annmic. Dur- 
ing this time she was a dancing seholar, 
and danced frequently until exhausted. 
After this there appeared ^ a - hemorrhi^ 
firom the bladder and an eruption upon 
the skin. The hemorrhage has reeurred 
at intervals, and the eruption is more 
plainly marked immediately after exer- 
cning. The question now arises, did the 
general bad health and an»mie condition 
result firom latent malaria, as well, also, 
the eruption and hemorrhage — ^the undue 
exercise and qver^heating being the ex- 
citing cause whidi developed the symp- 
toms? 

Dr. P. stated that he could cite other 
tending to confirm Dr. Yandell's 



theory, but only desired at presentto bring 
to the notice of the Association this new 
theory relating to the influence of malaria 
and struma in the production of skin dis^ 
eases. He conetuded by asking the viewa 
of members as to the possibility of mak* 
ria producing acute skin diseases, as it 
does aflections of other organs and tissues. 
If Dr. Yandell's theory is true, it is high* 
ly important that it be known to the pro* 
fossion, as calculated to facilitate greatly 
the investigation and diagnoms of these- 
affections, and to open the way for mote 
direct and efficient results in their trmk-^ 
ment. 

Dr. A. R. Alley replied to Dr. Powell 
that he had not seen Dr. Yandell's paper^ 
but tboughtthetheory of the malarionaori* 
gin of skin diseases wasatrangeaad ontea- 
able, because, in malarial districts, where 
the generation of this toxical agent occurs, 
we have an array of symptoms well nHrk« 
ed and decided, characteristie of its elfeeCs, 
"to-wit: chills and fever mad their ae^ 
quenoe. He had not noticed, when praee- 
tieiug in malarial belts, skin diseases pro* 
dueed by this poison. He held that all 
skin afihctions were the result of a hered- 
itaiy diathesis, either strumous or syphiU- 
itic, or some peculiar, unexplained con* 
dition of the system, Goula we reasona- 
bly say that the eraption of measles asd 
scarlatina, known to be the result of a 
peculiar and specific poison, were pro- 
duced bv malarm? 

Dr. Powell replied that Dr. Y^dril 
did not hold that nriasm was the sole 
caoseoffikin diseases, but that he regarded 
it a chief source of acute skin diseases. He 
admitted that many had speeial cauass, 
and that a variety of causes might pr(^> 
dnce eruptive affeotiona Some of these 
were perhaps merely exciting causes, ma- 
laria being the remote cause. The ques- 
tion, then, is, can malaria be the ohieT 
cAuse of acute skin diseases? 

Dr. J. J. Knott did not rq^ard the 
cases reported by Dr. P. as necessarily 
indicating the miasmatic source of skia 
affections. He thought that more hadt 
been put upon the shoulders of malaria 
than was justly due. He believed that 
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denngemeDt of the idimenUry oaDal was 
the moet fireqoent oanee of eraptive -die- 
oms. Remedies directed to the improve- 
ment of the eecretloui, and ihe geoerAl. 
health, would be likelj to benefit eruptive 
dieeaeei. Henoe the good reeulting from 
irtm and qointne in the casee mentioned. 

Dr. R. 0. Word stated that he had' 
not read the views of Dr. Yandell, btft 
was satisfied that malaria was the canse- 
of many diseased conditions which we were 
not aocnstomed to attribnte to it. In 
this dimate, pafi^icnlarlr^ it is potent ibr 
evil| and the phases wnich it assumed 
were numerous. The theory of Dr 
Tandell was a novel one, but bj no 
means improbable. He had recently 
treated a case of seeming paralysis In a 
diild three years old. The child was 
scstcely vMe to stand or walk«— the eyes 
were at times crossed with other spas- 
modic symptoriis, and the paralytic con- 
dition was more strongly marked on one 
Bide of the body. Supposing that these 
ff^mptoms were due to reflex irritation 
mnn worms, he commenced the treatment 
with vermiiueeB, but no worms were 
discharged. Noticed that there was a 
lomewhat ibveristt and restless condition 
ID the afternoon and at night, which oc- 
eorred regnlariy. Learned that about 
four weeks previous an eruption had ex- 
isted, supposed to be chicken-pox, but 
had disappeared a short while before the 
paralysis was developed. On learning 
these facts, he commenced the use ot qui- 
nine, from which time the improvement 
was marked and rapid, the febrile exa- 
cerbations ceased, and the child soon re- 
gained the use of its limbs. 

That malaria was the prime, perhaps 
the sole agent in producing the varied 
and peculiar symptoms of this case, there 
can be little doubt. 

Dr. Roach stated that the theory of 
tiie malarious origin of skin afl^ions^ 
was new to Mm. He thought scroflita 
and syphilis were prodhdtive of skin dis« 
eaKs. In the' ease mentioned by Dr. 
Word, he did not think the eruption WWf 
dae to asalaria. 

Dr. C. L. (Mmstead said his experi- 
4 
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enoe was limited, and he could not speak 
from observation, but if the blood was af- 
fected by malaria, as all admit^ and if 
ihb skin is ioOrlsMd and aflfected by the 
blood, as other tissues are, he could see 
no reason why it might not also become 
* from malaria, as other orgf^ns 



are. 



TABLE, FOR CALCULATISQ THE PERIOD 
OF VTERO-OESTATIOy. 



sua a4i«i|iiAJ|]ieNTM. luAxt 



From 

Febrvarji. 1 

Msroh ,,. J 

April 1 

M^y ....el 

Joae 1 

Jaly 1 

Aagast ... 1 
September 1 



To 
Bepivsier 99 
Oelob«r..Sl 

Not SO 

Deo 81 

JeiiQsry 81 
Febweryas 
llaroh.. 81 
April.... 30 
May 81 



OeUber ..1 Jose.. ..SO 
NoTember 1 Jul/.... 31 



BTS 

Si78 
276 
276 
176 
278 
274 
278 
•278 
278 
278 



10 frUI. U'niB aADi 



To 

Oeteber T 

NoTember. .7 
Deoember ..6 
January. . . 5 
PeHruAiy». .4 

lUrab 7 

Adf 6 

May 7 

June 7 

iaty...«.. 7 

Aagiiet 7 

Sept ember.. 6 



\ 



280 

280 

280 
28<> 
280 
2S0 
280 
280 
280 
2S0 
280 
280 



Deoember 1 Auffuiit...81 274 

The above obstetric ^'Beady Reckoner'' 
ceoaisis of two eolomas, ooe of Calendar 
the other of Luna raoatfaa, and may be 
read as follows : A patient has ceuwd to 
menstruate on the 1st of Jaly ; ber oon«- 
fiaemept may be expeetod at sooaest 
aboat tha 3l8t of March (the end of bIdo 
calesdar months) ; or at . latest, oo the 
6th of April (the eiid of tea Luna aio»tka)w 
Another has eeased to tneastruata on tfale 
20tb of January ; her eonfioement may 
be expeeted on the SOth of September, 
plus 20 days (the -end of nine calendar 
mootha) at soonest ; or on (be 7tb of Oc- 
tober (the end of ten Lana monfths^ at 



FOB BNLAAQED jLIVEK* 

Use the nitro miuriatic bath as' de<* 
sg:ibed by Eberle, or may find it io 
U. 3. Dispensatoryi aad giTe a«teraaUy« 
Iodide of Potassium mid fiat. oS Taraai^ 
cum* 

A OpOD UVBR nhU 

K — PodopbylUn *...,..... . ^r. It 

Capftioum gr. iV 

Fair. Riiet gr. xt 

Fbr twelve pills* One evefy other 
night. 
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ABSTUACTa AVD GLBANIN^S. 



QUVBS- DISEASE. 



Th« University Dispensarr hu boao 
partimlarly rich id csmi of Qravee' die- 
nae. Upon oae oooamod, lut spriDg) I 
wu able to bring five thoroughly nurked 
oues of this aSeotioB before joa, three of 
which oocurred in boys. The patieot to- 
day ie a itwing girl, 30 year* oM, and a 
rendeot of this oitv. Soiae years as*, she 
had a severe attack of erysipelas ; she has 
snffered, as Iw^ as she can 
firom palpitatioo of the beart, i 
ways been easily ftti^oed. B 
lies have lately been irr^:ulttf 
she has not menatrualed at u 
past three months. There hs^ 
lenoorrhcea and pain in the b 
^rl probably has sons ntarii 

a»d IS of a highly dsttoiu tetL^ 

Her thyraid gland ie enlargeil, and there 
is a very slight thyroid thrill. There ia 
no •xqmthaimia, however. 

Graves' disaaae oooara most frequently 
in AcQales of a proaooiioed nervoos teai- 
perament. It may oooar, however, in the 
male. The causes which pnodnce this 
disease are anxiety, overvork, iiaproper 
food, and insofficient clothing. Id fe- 
males, the predisposing caose ie very ftv 
^ucotly some otOTM disorder. 

The prominent qrmptoa» are protm- 
aon of the ^ri»llB or exophthalnia^ en- 
largameDt of the thyroid gland, mad dis- 
turbed eardiac action. To thcae is often 
added marked anvmia. The degree to 
which thess aymatoBss exist varies in dif- 
ferent casssi The exopbtbalmia and 
gmtrc may b* axoeedingly marked, or 
scareriy peroaptible. Hie disturbanes of 
the heart's action is generally fbnatioBal 
and very marked, with an ezoeec' 
rapid palse, and sonedmes a mi 
qrstolio, blowing murmnr, doe to 
Let us consider the symptoms m 
Jt: FirsL As resarda the eolargaeMot of 
we thyroid gland ; as a rule, both lobes 



are equally affoeted. The thyroid glaod 
is highly vascular, and the arteries lead- 
ing to it are very tortuous. When, thwi, 
there ii violent arterial over-action, we 
should be prepared to find pulsation and 
thrill over the gland. The nature of the 
thyroid enlaraement points strongly to 
the view that it is doe to a dilated and 
enlarged condition of the vessels. 

The exopbtbalmia is so extreme in 

— ne, cases that the globes of the eyes can 

t |RI ftoicet^ by the lids,aDd it becomes 

Jsas^iylUkprotect tbem from injury by 

posare^air and dust. This ezoph- 

iBiVse^ip to be due to the distention 

l^e vessiw of the postHKular tissues, 

tb(~a^hiips, some hypsrtrophy of the 

f^diftay tissues b«iind tite globe. 

iS^sturbsnoe of the heart's action ia 

OBually the earliest and frequently the 

most oouBtant of the symptoms. There 

U very rarely any orpuiic disease at first, 

thongQ hypertrophy may subsequently 

supervene. Iftbereisannmiaooezistant, 

it IB not unusual to find an»mio murmon 

at the base of the heart 

] n lookibg for a oomiaon cause for the 
three symptonia above mentimed, it is 
probably to be found in a morbid oondi- 
tioD, with enfeebled activity of the cwvi- 
cal ganglia of this sympathetio and of the 
cardiao plexus of nerves. In a few casea 
aotual lesions of the nervous ganglia have 
been found. There are a few special 
^mptoms ooosaionally pres en t whioh oaa 
be explained in the same manner, such as 
sudden flushii^ of tbe feos^ with violent 
tbr bbing of vessels, and sensations of 
fulness, or vertigo ; local analiterd sweat- 
ings about the head ; local modificatioaa 
in nutrition, audi as imgakrities in th« 
growth of hair, eta. 

The diagnosis of Gravsa* disease can 
present but few diffioaltiss if atteatioa be 
paid to tbe charactfflistic featorsa above 
noted. It is reslly a very eorabla afleo- 
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tioD ia WMBj instenoeSi prorided it oome 
voder treatment at an earl j stage, and 
the hygienic oonditions can be rendered 
fiivorable. Even when core can not be 
efieoted, the troablesome symptoms can be 
held in check* 

In the tueatmeni, care most be had in 
Ae remond of the camts, and in secnr- 
ing rest, good food, change of scenci and 
entire remse from anxieties. The vari* 
one fbnetiens must be attended to, and 
any local disorder in females removed 
by suitable treatment. The best reme- 
dies are iron, digitalis, ergot, and brom- 
ide of potassinm. Digitalis is the most 
valuable remedy for controlling tbefnnc- 
tional distnrbance of the heart. It may 
be given in doses of from ten to fifteen 
drops, three to fo«r times daily. Iron is 
also very nsefhl. I shall order this pa- 
tient from ten te thirty minims of dialy- 
led iron, three to four times daily. The 
iron may be combined with the aigitalis. 
Eigot may be given internally, with a 
view to inflnencing the oontraetility of 
the walls of the arteries. I have obtain- 
ed most excellent results from the injec- 
tion of dilnted ergotinainto the substance 
«f the ttilarged thyroid gland. The 
needle may be introduced to the depth of 
half an inch, and from six to ten minims 
«f a solution, containing ninety-six grains 
of ergotina to one fluid ounce of distilled 
water, injected. Bromide of potassium 
is fieqaently called for, partly on account 
«f the general nervous condition, but 
ohiefly to assist the digitalis, or ergot, in 
controlling the irregular action of the 
heart and arteries. — Medical and Surgi- 
4KmI Reporter, 

\ rrheie iodide of iron would seem to be 
indioated in this condition-— Iodoform 
4ad iron. Iron quinine and strychinia — 
Iodide potass, with com. Tine. geUan, 
etc; — ^Ea Bboobd.] 



LWCSrS AMTIiXPnO MRHOD. 

M. Schoppert, M. D., in charge of the 
New Orleans Charity Hospital, says in 
tiie Ntw Orleami Mmioal amd Skirgioal 
Jammal: 

^ From what I had seen in a few of the 



larger hospitals, in Germany, I stated ia 
the publication mentioned, that a revoln* 
tion had taken place in one of the moat 
important departments of surgery, and I 
prognosticated with the speedy downfell of 
the old methods of treating wounds, and 
the general acceptance of Lister's antisep- 
tic method, a new era in surgical practice, 
although tliis method was yet in its io- 
&ncy, and the number of surgeons a small 
one who were then ready to confess its 
superiority over all other methods. One 
of the great obstacles in the way of a more 
extensive adopUon of the teachings of the 
distinguished Scotchman, lays in the idea,.' 
that this treatment was based upon a 
theory to which many surgeons were then 
opposed. Yet Lifter himself did not in- 
sist upon the adoption of any theory in 
advancing his method. He had, by a 
saccession of trials, finally come to re- 
commend bis empirical treatment, which, 
according to the experience of Prof. Yolk- 
mann, in Halle, promised results at that 
time unheard of in surgical practice, and 
surpassing even the keenest expectations. 

^ From what I had seen, and from the 
statements of that trustworthy prefession- 
al expert — statements corroborated by 
hundreds of eye-witnesses— it conld not 
longer be a doobtfiil issue with me to 
prognosticate the final universal adoption 
of these revolutionary ideas. What 1 had 
predicted to come to pass has thus been 
fulfilled in extenso. 

'^Amongst the surgeons in €termany, at 
least, there is at present but one voice, 
and that is in fevor of Lister's antiseptic 
treatment of wounds. Slowly it has 
also broken grround in England and in 
Italy, and even France begins to be heard 
of. At the time I visited Paris, in 1875, 
the name of Lister and his antiseptic 
treatment were things nnkown in the 
Lariboisiere^ a rss innota at the once cel- 
ebrated Hotel Dieu. Shall it be said of 
this, our oountry, that it is behind others, 
and slow in urging the necessity of the 

Ksral adoption of the antiseptic method? 
ides the seeori^ which this method 
renden to limb and life, the almost ex- 
ceptional good results it promises in treat- 
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the prot^ion it guarantees against acci- 
deatal wound diseases^ pytemio, septicem- 
10 and diptheritio fevers, the safety it 
o^rs against inflammatory conditions so 
often associated with large wounds, it 
pro0er8 also the prospect of healing 
wounds by first iqtention, he it even 
wounds of the largest size, as in flap or 
eircular an^putations. Next to the secu- 
rity, it exhibits the shortening of the time 
to a patient's final recovery. Are not 
these virtues sufficient to make its general 
adoption an unconditional necessity, and 
onght not the surgeon to be held morally 
(if not legally) responsible for every li/e 
lost, if he neglects to adopt those princi- 
ples . which guarantee such a succedsful 
wd safe issue ? 
] ^' It cannot be denied, that under other 
and quite difierent treatment also good 
results are occasionally obtained, yet they 
will not stand a proper scrutiny. Such 
results are accidental, obtained under 
favorable conditions, which if absent 
would have had auite a diflerent issue; 
whereas in Listers antiseptic treatment, 
we recognize those virtues which promise 
the propitious results under all, even the 
most aoveree circumstances. Who would 
have the hardihood to perform the opera- 
tion of traQbeotomy,for iastapce, in a room 
where diptheritic wound diseases were 
present, or perform any other operation 
in the presence of hospital gangrene, ery- 
sipelas, or other diseases, their dangerous 
effluvia towards wounds being amply 
known ? Yel under the protecting folds 
of Lister's antiseptic method, we ma 
even expose our patients without the risi 
of an infectioQ, if only its directicms are 
strictly adhered to, but to- the minutest 
prescriptions. A great error is occasion- 
ally committed , in changing one or th^ 
other element composing Lister's method., 
What do we not hear called an antiseptic 
treatment ? Som^ believe that if tney 
only stuff* the wounds with so-called an- 
tis^tic materials as jute, or are using 
carbolic acid (mixed with oil, not know- 
ing that the oil neutralizes to a great ex- 
tent the antiseptie effects of the phenol) ; 



ing the: most <Iapgerous injuries of joints, others think that if they cover the wouuAi 
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with antiseptta gauze, all reouirements of 
an antisepsis have been fulnlled. Even 
in Germany, some prominent surgeons 
had thought proper to leave out one or 
the other element composing Listeria 
method, as, for instance, the spray, build- 
ing up a theory of their own about the 
efficiency or non-efficiency of one or the 
other material ; yet it is known, that not 
one of them has as yet arrived at the as- 
tonishing results of Prof. Yolkmann, of 
Halle, and most of them have returned 
to the original proper ' Listering.' '' 

TREATMBNT OF CHRONIC OONORRHOSA. 

Dr. Grs<^hirhakl (Viertefjdhreaa^r^ f. 
Dermaiol. und Syphilis, 1878, No. 4). 
Since the endoscope has rendered tho 
urethral lining accessible to inspection^ 
the topical treatment of chronic gonor- 
rhoea has assumed a more rational basis. 
The remedy can be applied to the vcry^ 
spot we wish to treat ; we can dispense 
with indiscriminate injections, and the 
uncertainty of bougies smeered over witb 
ointments. The solid caustic need be 
used but in exceptional cases, because we 
can employ the remedy in a mildTer form; 
we can use it as a solution applied by 
means of a camel's hair brush. Thi» 
method has been employed with success 
by Tarnowsky, Grimfeld, and Fenger ;! 
and Dr. G. has also employed it in the 
past two years. The apparatus necessary 
for this topical medication, consists of the 
urethroscope, a metallic catheter with it» 
beak cut off*, and a set screw at the other 
end, an obturator to fit in the catheter, a 
camel's hair brush • set in a long, spiral 
wire, and a small syrinee. 

After the exact location of the ulcer^ 
granulations, or swelling of the urethral 
membrane has been ascertained with the 
urethroscope, the catheter, with the obdu- 
rator securely fastened by the screw, is 
introduced as &r ^0 the diseased Boot. 
While the catheter is held in this position^ 
the obdurator is withdrawn, and the pre- 
viously moistened camel's hair brusb 
passed in instead. The medicine is theo 
dropped from the syringe into the cathe* 
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ter ; it will nio down the tahe, ooUect 
above the brush, and 9oak into the latter, 
Tbis doae^ the catheter must be withdrawD 
a little 10 onjer to gqt the brush on tbe 
diaeaaed earfi^^ aod^ fioallj, tbe hriiah 
can be rotated if the extent of tbe diseaae 
demands it. The appli'jatioD done, the 
brush is drawn back into the catheter, 
and both are withdrawn from the ureth- 
ra. The reoaediea oftonest used are silver 
nitrate (6 to 10 gra. soUtion) and alurai- 
Bated copper {lO grs. — Gfciorpo Medieal 
JouruaL 



WART8. 

In tha American Dermatological Aar 
aociation. Dr. White said that his method 
af treating warts was, after paring them 
dawn, to have them moistened, and pol- 
verixed muriate of ammonia to be ap^ 
plied, as much as will adhere. Id toe 
case of mollttscttra he had bad the rem- 
edy bored into tbe masses with a stick 
laoiatened and dipped in tbe same. 

Dr. Hardaway bad treated ordinary 
warts successfully by means of eleotroly- 
flis; transfixing the base with a needle 
attached to the negative pole^and placing 
the poeitlve in ibe band oi tbe patient, 
he paased a current from two or three 
«alls through it, for asveral suooessive 

I}r. Fox had not given muob treat- 
ment to his cases of moUasoum ; where 
ibey were cut off fiir microscopic exami- 
nation he bad thrust a stick of nitrate of 
ailver into tbe baae. This be ooosidered 
tbe best treatment. 

Dr. Dubring bad met with moliuaoum 
eontagiosum several times in private prao- 
iice^ but it was a rare disease among tbe 
upper classes in Philadelphia ; many of 
the gentlemen present bad seen it only 
among the lower elasswi of society. 

Dr. Wiggleswartb bad himself bad 
moUuscum eontagiosum in half a doxen 
scattered tubercles, which began to ap- 
pear about two weeks after squeesing the 
contents fiom the tubercles on a case of 
this disease ; be waa, however, skeptidil 
in regard to the coaUJgiouonesD of the dis- 
to question. 



ERYSIPELAS TREATED BT 8ILICATE OF 

• SODA. 

Alwarenga reports that he has nsed 
this soluble glass in forty-eight cases of 
erysfpelbs with good and rapid effect. 
Tne cases, which w^re of all fdrras of 
the disease, disappeared; on an average, 
in fi>nr dayd and twenty-two hours, 
whereas ordinary cases run a course of 
eight or nine days. The material is first 
neutralized with an^ alkali^ if it has an 
acid reaction, and' (s .'then diluted trith 
seven or eight times its weight of water. 
The parts affected are to be painted with 
the preparation daily, uiorning and even- 
ing, which is allowed to dry upon tbe 
skin. After four or five days, wnen the 
ftver. redness add swelling have disap- 
peared, the substance is removed by lay- 
ing cloths wet with emulsion of sweet 
almonds upon the parts. Applied to tbe 
isonnd skin, the silicate produced the sen- 
sation of cold, contraction of its tissues, 
and lowering of its temperature. — II Roe- 
eogtUore Med., 1877. 



URTICARIA AND QUININE. 

Dr. J. H. Claiborne, of Petersborg, 
Virginia, alluding to a report of three 
oases of eruption attributed to quinia, 
which were published in tbe New York 
Medieal Jteoord^ writes that such instaiH 
ces are not at all uncommon in his mo* 
tion of Virginia — Tide*water Virginia. 
In a communication to the above named 
paper, he says : *'Sucb eases have cer-* 
iainlv not been unusual in my practice 
for the last twentv yean ; and for a long 
time, misled by the statements and opin* 
ions of tbe patients themselves, I attribu- 
ted this urticaria myself to tbe quinine 
administered, I remarked, bowevar, afier 
treating quite a number of cases^ that this 
urticaria not only always appeared in 
saalariotts districts, but generally in M 
intermittent fever patients, and that it 
observed a pericMlicity corresponding with 
the variety of intermittent to which the 
patient bad been mgst subject— quotidian, 
tertian or quartan— and that it snppla* 
mented the paroxysm, recurring, in other 
irords^oa tbe day and at tbe hour when 
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the pfttieni ordinarilj h^l bis ohill. I 

tt once ooiioliid«d thmi the qainioty in- 

•lead of being the immtf ehoald be the 

onre of the mdadj ; that the fiialt, after 

ally lajp as osaal, with th9^,mjfe$taj §nd 

that mtr cleaning ap the • yrhjb i^«, and 

preparing the way m the proMr absnni- 

tion of the aainine^ I sfaiMM find tneling totheirnatnral poeitbn'bjr a si 

bane an antidote. I inViriably^ them- taneoos eflfort made on the lower est 

after, commenoed the treatmient with a ity of the hnmehisahd the i 



ward, and at the same titne p res s e s it 
flrmlj against the pad in the azillai so as 
to make it into a lever eif the first kind ^ 
then, takin|^ tite interior rnigle of the 
soapuhi in m. other 4ttuid, benniMr that 
bone and gites it a sesaw metron. Coap- 
tation soon ibitows, the two parts retam- 

simnN 
eztrem- 



moderate doseof calomel, bicarb, of soda, 
and Dover's powder — the latter being 
almost always rendered necessarjbj the 
state of general discomfort and irritation 
in which I found the patient; and, after 
a gentle catharsis, gave quinine in appro- 
priate doses, and at such intervals as the 
expected return of the paroxysm required. 
If there were much irritability of stomach, 
ladded a little opium and creosote to the { Jled. and Surg. Jow. 
quinine pills, and have yet to see the pa- 
tient who discovered that he was taking 
the much-dreaded alkaloid, however 
much he proclaimed the idiosyncrasy 
which prevented his taking it. — lyrug. 
Obreular^ 



of the scapula. If the head ^ the hu» 
merus be disphioed forward, the angle of 
the scapula should be directed outward 
at the same time that it is raised. It 
should be directed inward if the disloca* 
tibn be backward. If any difficulty be 
experienced in making the reduction, the 
task of holding and directing the arm 
should be confided to an assistant. — Sk^ 
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NBW MRHOD OF RRDUdNO DISLOCATIONS 
OF THE SHOULDER. 

In the OwMe Jnhdioah de Paris (quot- 
ed in the Pitris Medmth, Maroh 9, 1876), 
Dr. Kahn, of Elbeuf, describes a new 
method of reducing dislocations of the 
shoulder. He calls attention to the ihet 
that there is a lo^s of force, due to the 
srapula following the traction made 
on the humerus in the method or- 
dinarily employed to reduce luxations of 
the shoulder point. He claims, on the 
contrary, that by making humerus the 
fixed point, and reducing the scapula, 
there is no loss of power, and the resis- 
tance of those powerful muscles, the pec- 
toralis m^or and latiasimus dorsi, is ob- 
viated. With a passing reference to 
annsthetics, and the prejudice which some 
prrctitioners entertain against their uSe, 
ne proceeds to the modus operandi. A 
wedge-shaped cushion is placed in the 
axilla, the base of the Wedge being down^ 
ward ; the suiveon, standing at the pa- 
tient's side, lightly draws the arm down- 



A. J. Howe, M.D., in Ededm JfsoK- 
eal Jomfud^ says : Within the past six 
months I have treated six cases of hemf- 
orrhoids by the injecting method. At 
first I employed carbolind oil, bat now 
I find, that carboliaed water does just an 
well. ' With a hypodermic syringe I 
have thrown into each promhient pits 
tnmor a fluid drachm or less of a dtlale 
solution of carbolic add— eay eight parts 
of water to one of the former. The op- 
erative proeedure produces a stinging- 
pain for a few minutes, yet the discom- 
fort is not great. A oertain amount of 
soreness has to be endared for three or 
four dajv, when the real work of repair 
begins, and the leparative actimi oontin- 
nes until the injected tnmor vanishes. It 
will hasten the desired resnlt in some in- 
stances, if a second or even third injec- 
tion be employed, especially if the reoiJK 
perative action be sluggish. Oneinjeo- 
tion will do in favorable cases. 

If the hemorrhoids be of the internal 
variety, and have to be forced down by 
straining, as at stool, there will generally 
be two or three compartments of the ex- 
truded mass that need injecting ; and the 
result, though good, is not so satisfiustorj 
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at ii obteiiiad 4ro« the isftotion uf txliv* 
mU beia ot ih oidk 

Whib Um cim it going on the anal 
feMa BMur ba rabbad daify wMi ooan»« 
liaa or auDoal aoy cooling and MolliNig 
miMBt. Stoamonioai okitaiant ia an ax- 
oalwii application in moat aaica. Tha 
patiant nead niol naotsaariljr ba kid up a 
daj. ibongb a dagraa of loinoaia will ba 
azpariaocad Ibr two or thrtadaya* 

Tha intamal nar of amall doani of aol- 
phnr faaalana tbaonmtiTe'praoaM|*ibr tba 
apjani rendaia tba atoola aoft and paaty* 
fiitbar looaaneaa or oonatipatioD of tba 
bowda aggravntaa pilaa. 

YIBURHUM. 

Dr. DeCrowi in Bwdda^9 Journal^ ra- 



daioiant aianiaai otarina oolio, in 
ladiai wboat tba OMnalronl pariod baTa 
aoeh aavara hinibar and btaring dawn 
ntarina paia% I bava feund it n maat ax« 
eallant ranedj. In theaa eaaea I naa tha 
apaeiio tinatniay varying my daaa fiam 
gm. m to oa. ij*, walar dra* iy.^ a tan* 
apoonfol evary Imlf baiur, owing to tha 
aararity of my aaaa. I abonid not lika to 
praetioa wilbont Vibumom cloaa at band. 

80ALL MBDIGAIi WITNESSES BBCSIVl A 
PROPER OOMPENSTION ? 

Dr. Thomas J. Dill, of Fort Wayne, 
Ind«, baa had a oontroverty with tba 
conrla of hia oity, and came off aeoond 
baat. Ha was oallad to testify in a caaa 
of supposed rape. In regard to matters 
of fact ha testified so fiir as he knew^ bat 
when asked his opinion in regard to cer- 
tain matters, he refused to testify unleai 
pnid suoh equivalent for the service as ha 
waain the habit of charging in his office. 
The Judge aent him to jail for contempt 
of court. He was brought from the jail 
on a writ of habeas corpus, and the writ 
was argued before the same Judge, it is 
said, who of courae sustained his former 
ruling, and remaaded the prisoner to the 
sheriff. Dr. Dill, thinking it belter to 
give his opinion than remain in jail, gave 
the requirad teatimony and was raleasad 
from custody. A fellow physician of 
Dr. Dill's wfis oompelled to testify under 
similar circumstances. The Allen Coun- 
ty Medical Society have taken steps to 
for thirty minotaa; tablespoonfiil evaiy make t hia a teat case before the supreme 
16 to 30 minutes until relieved of uterine court, and have called upon other county 
pains, then every dO to 80 minutes for societies for pecuniary assistance.— TTle 
24 to 36 boars, owing to the oonditioo of American PraoUiionm. 
my patient. I adminiater nothing alae 
nnleas there is severe lumbar pains, then 
I give R. — ^Tinct. Maerotys, dra. ss ; 
Water, oz. iv. M. Teaspoonful every 
honr, keeping my patient in a recumbent 
poaition for a day or two. 

I say again, it is the specific in abor- 
tion or miscarriage if properly prepared 
and need. Not only in abortion have I 
found it a valuable remedy, but in the 
treatment of diseases itf the reproduotive 
organa oi the female. In dyaoMnorrhma 



Of viburnum I elaim it tobea apedfio to 
prevent habitual abortion or miacarriage, 
alao, to arrest it at whatever atage before 
the fourth month and after, if t^ mem- 
braaes are net mptnred and tbe amniotic 
fluid ia^ not diaonarged. It has never 
foiled in my praotiea to earry my pa» 
tient to Ml term of gestation who bm 
aborted frequently before, I prescribe 
R.'^Tinet Vibomun Prun., dr« j : aqua 
porn, oa. iv. M. Teaspoonfiil every 6 
boors. CSontinue medieine until after 
seventh month. 

To ppevent » threatened miacarriage I 
nae an infusion, oa. j of the green bark 
off the root oarefiilly dried, or gneeo wben 
loan get it, to 0| of boiling water; atape 



ELEPHANTIASIS OF THE PENIS. 

Dufiy gives the notes of quite a 
markable caae. The patient (the age is 
not reported, nor is it stated whether he 
was white or black) waa apparently in 
robust health, and had never had any 
disease of the genitalia, 'ji'wo weeks be* 
fore, the penis bad become erect, and had 
so remained, witlioui interval of ralaaa* 
tion, op to the time he came under no* 
tiee. At that date tbe organ was of 
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averagt stn^ aod flabilMtad noagnnptoflM 
of li i iMimi 4Ahw tkMi- ihe ^peoiistBiit erae* 
timm, AltboKh the fmm ffm not ptio- 
ftil^ ckheiMit Ak tin« cn>p ai anj suIdmh 
queiii periady it was ia sueh a kyfmsm- 
thelio oeoditkNi that all sioviBg had to 
be avoided. At fehe end ol* two weeks 
the ereotion was atill pteseot, and the 
OTgUk had inoraastd is am. Half *way 
between the eerooa glaadia and symphj- 
sis pabiB the ciPouoifereDoe measured 
seven inobes. The circumferenoe at tiiis 
point was greater than elsewherei the 
organ having a somewhat spindle fofm. 
After this the penis increased rapidly in 
volnnie, growing equally in all its parts. 
The skin soon became so distendea and 
tense, that to avoid a rnptnre a lateral 
longitudinal incision was made on either 
side. In three months the circumference 
of the organ measured twelve inches, at 
whidi time it w^s amputated by the loop 
of the galvano-cautery applied closely to 
the pubis. The stump healed kindly. — 
PAtL Med. rmm, 1876. 



AMERICAN GUM ARAINO. 

The mesQuite gum of Western Texas 
is almost identical with gum arable. 
During the past year it has become an 
artiele of export, some 12,000 pounds 
having been gathered in Bexar county, 
and as much more between that and the 
coast This gum exudes from the stetn 
and branches of the mesquite, a mimosa, 
several species of which grow in Texas, 
New Mexico, and Arisona. — 8L Loum 
Mid. Jofwr. 



UMBILICAL HERNIA. 

Dr. Cleveland reported a case of um- 
bilical hernia, occurring in a very fleshy 
woman, ast. 57. The case was repotted 
on account of the apparent success of as- 
piration, which, in the hands of most 
surgeons, has been unsatisfactory. The 
strangulation had existed twenty-four 
boon before council was called in. 

Vomiting continued in the meantime, 
and severe pain at the seat of the tumor. 

The patient was kept snder the influ- 
ence of opium for about twenty •four hodrs, 



and ice constantly applied, wtlkoat aoo* 
cess; then he determined teaqitrate^ 

The needle was iatrodncad ittto the 
tuioeiv ^' fluid audi gaa eaoaped^ eansing 
tbaiamarto ba softar, A oimber c? 
paaotuves west asade in tha anrroaacUng 
edlular tissues^ aUomng copaidendMe 
serum to ascapa« SUgbt manipaktioa 
waa agaitt resorted to^ Uit failed to relieve 
the strangulation ; ice was reapplied. 

Inabwt oae and a half konni the tu- 
mor disappaared, and the patient waa en- 
tirely relieved* The ica waa, of course, 
ao important agent in the ease, bat the 
aspirator apparently laciliiaiad the redac- 
tion. — Clinic. 



INST ANT AN£OUS CURS OF B7DB0CBU. 

Dr. Macario, of Nice, contribntas to 
V Aheilk M^iio^U some interesting naees 
treated by electro-punoturs* In the first 
case, two needles were plunged into the 
tumor, one at the base and the other 
at die apex* On oooneeliaf? the needles 
the pain was auch thai the patient refiiaed 
to continue trtatmeiit. Nevertheless, the 
next day the liquid had disappeared, and 
had not returaad at the end of nine 
years. In the next ease absorption waa 
even more rapid, a tamor the siaa of two 
istsy dating irooi fifteen months, having 
vanished in the evening after a aisffla 
sitting of one miaate. Dn IL has dso 
reported to the Institute several other 
eaass treated, some by eleotro-ponoture, 
others by simple induced ourrsnis, aad it 
ia more than fifceao years since be first 
rsoommeaded this method, which has 
been fi>lk>wed by several others with con- 
siderable suoQsss* — SL. Louk MmL oad 
8urg. Jtmr. 

TRAOHISOTOUT. 

Prof. Johnston, of the University of 
Maryland, in Baltimore Clinical 8o<»ety, 
says of the method for performing this 
operation : 

I would only remark that I prefer, 
and have always performed the operation 
taught me by Cfaassaignac, which is dene 
by first seenring the larynx by paaaing 
a tenaonhm, grooved upon ita eonveiity, 
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ffnder the cricoid cartilage, after the 
median cataneous iDoiaioo. Then, bear- 
ing the (faobe^ a pointed knife is made 
to peneMIe the kmMk by^ foH^wndi^ thf 
groove in the tenaoulam««Iireotor > nexta 
a bl«nt-poin|fld knife enla;rgea the tr^ok' 
eal openiogi oii^iig the cingi dewowarda; 
after tbia^ Trofiaaa'a ditator opea^ the 
dit ; and the operatioa ia oompletad by 
the iDtrodtietioii of a oaaiila. Troeneau • 
doable canak has had nameroiis riyala; 
bat Darham's canula, which I tiow use 
almost exdmlvaljri is, ia my estimation, 
the vefy best which has yet beea givaa 
to the profession. — Maryland MedLJmf. 

Excessive lactation in nursing women 
is often one of the most difflenh eompK* 
catfons which we encounter in pffMtioe. 
It IB not only unphaaant wmk paittM^ but 
frequently deMKtating to the mother* An 
obstinate case ef this chaseoter is men- 
tioned by Rehan {PnegM ItkmrM), in 
which Arequent eatharsiay with tha inter- 
nal administration of irott and quinia, 
fidled to diminish the amount of milk. 
At the end of one mettth, during which 
the iodide of iron, quioia^ Mid aalieyUc 
add were given, and the iadiiotioa cur- 
rent used, the aniount of arilk aseieted 
was just en^third the previous Qu anti ty , 
And both mammie were diminished in 
aise. In two months, the woman had 
regained her ibrmer strength* The re- 
porter of I he AUg. Med. Cmtttal ZriHmg, 
in commenting on this case, eaptissoo the 
opinion that ergotin, either by the niMith 
or subcutaneously, would have produeed 
the same results in a much shorter apa^ 
of time^DU CMiJo, Jim. 1», 1878. 
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OUTTA PERGHA TI8 )UB 

Dr. Chamberlain gives an account, in 
the New York Medial Recordy of a su- 
lienor gutta percha tissue, which is rolled 
out aa thin as fine Frsnch writing paper, 
being alrocA transparent, with a satiny 
luster* It is unaflected by the heat of 
the body, b«t aefkena at a somewhat higher 
iMat. It is inaokible in wsater, but sol- 
uble in ether, eliloroferm, and alcohol. 
It ia cspeoMdIy suited ibr wounds or lea- 



ions of the handa, forming a neat, light, 
clean, impervious drsssing, allowing the 
hands to oe put into water. Adheaion 
^duksiniaeel And i^salukiibnjiifkifiltrat- 
ed deposits take place very quickly and 
iiiudly. lia broad pvU^ ef the ahio b 
to be ahielded from the air— e»^ aacald- 
ed surface or a patoh^ ecasma^-a »iece 
of the tissue somewhat larger is laia on 
the surfiice, and sealed in position by 
tradng the margin with a cameFs-hair 
penetl dipped in chloroibrm, precisetv as 
a covering-glass to a microscope-slide is 
adjuMed. 

GOT A BABK IN DIARRHCBA AND BHC0MA- 

TtSM. 



Tnis pew bark^ from Bolivia, ia 
by Professor Giete, of Munich, to be a 
specific against diarrhcaa in i^ moat dl- 
veiee forma. He adminiatei9 it in doses 
of 0l6 gramme of the fine powder four or 
six times a di^« Of the tincturs, be 
usually givea tea minima every two home. 
In Bolivia, whence tbe plant was sent, it 
js rsgarded ae a vemec)^ «gaia^ rhepaaa- 
tisai an4 gout. — Vwgtma Med. M<ipMy. 



FOLlCtrLAR STOMATmS. 

• 

Symptoms. ' — Difficulty of sucking ; 
abundant flow of saliva , sub-maxillary 
glands tumid aqd tender; (esllessness 
and fever; loss of appetite; diarrhoea, 
with offensive motions ; small vesicles on 
inside of mouth, on tongue and fiiucea. 
Yssides burst and form ulcers, which are 
covered with dirty white or yellowish 
sloughs. 

Treatment. — Application with a camePs 
hair pencil of borax and glycerine; mild 
tonics ; carbonate of magnesia ; chlorate 
of potash ; attention to the milk supplied 
to the child ; beef tea. — Tanner. 



PUOSPHIDJB OF ZINC IN HYSTBRU. 

• 

Dr. En. Oroa speaks of a case of long 
oonttnued hysteria cursd in five days bt 
phosphide vX ainc, from one to two-if- 
teentha of a grain in granuiss having 
been given witn Aidd Ihrice daily. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMXILJB. 



MfflAflBB OF.THB HRH, mA tMr \Mmmm 

HllVtMl, M.D., ClMlBMti, 0. 



It is irae this ^subject interesta, per- 
haps, more thedentwt than the phvsi- 
eiaa; but there are many cases which 
will be more saccessfullj treated if a fbll 
knowledge of the relation of diseased 
teeth to the sorrounding tissae is had. 
For instance, you will often find a severe 
neuralffic condition will be the result of 
some msoesB at the root of the tooth, or 
some ttposed nerve in a cavitv of a 
tootfi. Toa may have an uloersted open- 
ing from the bottom of the alveolar oav^ 
itv under a tooth, allowing a disease 
of the antrum himoreannm, attended 
witb a deep, severe pain, with swelling 
of the face, when by removing this 
tooth and injecting a stimulating fluid 
through the alveolar opening, a cure 
will Im efiected. There will often be such 
phosphatio deposit around the gum and 
about the base of the teeth and snags — 
in the fbrm of tartar — ss to affdrd a suffi- 
cient poisonous odor, which, when con- 
tinuously inhaled, will -be a cause of dis* 
eased action so as to prevent you being 
able to cure the case without the mouth 
be put in a more cleanly condition. 

A Cbs0 tn iVac^.— ^me years aeo 
a country lady became my patient, who 
remained in the city for treatment for an 
indolent ulcer upon the front of the up- 
per arm, at about its middle, I laughed 
at the fiiilnre of other physicians to cure 
it. Among others who tried to cure it, 
was a distinguished* Cincinnati surgeon, 
who had had a three months' Aegd at it. 
I treated the case for two weeks without 
the least benefit. One day while laugh- 
ing at some remark I made, I noticed a 
bad condition of her moi^th, filled with 
decayed snags, covered with tartar, pro- 
ducing an offensive secretion. A dentist 



cleaned her mouth, and hi two weeks 
more, with the same treatment previoosly 
used, the case was dfae h arged, cured. 

This case was always a fesson of advica 
to me to look at the mouth when exam<- 
ing any chronic case of disease. 

TIaet.oplQtt H V^"^ 
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Aleobol 8 " 

waur ,..., ae " 

on MMSfrM ((MUMS. 

Dissolve the carbonate of potassium in 
the water; add the molasses, and heat 
over the fire antil th^ simmer. Take 
off the scum which uses, and add tha 
laudinum and sassafiras, having previous- 
ly mixed them well together. 

OONPITiail FOWDSR FOB HOB8E8. 

Powdered black aaUaMy ioaeocs 

Powdered BmI ledla gltiser • • 

Powdered aitrale of petssriaM 

Powdered ealpher 

Bi'OMTbeMie eode eaSoqneee 

CHevber'eeeU ^ 12 oaaees 

M. Dose — one taUespoonful to a 
pound of ieed. 

The above preparation for horses has 
come into such general ose in the country 
that it is well for the practitioner to know 
what it is. 

A VBRY popnlar nerve and bone lin-* 
iment is prepared as fellows : 

« 

Aqom emmonie / 1 oonee 

OlWe oil 2 oeeeee 

Oimplionted ell 1 ounee 

Oil reeemery k ounee 



NSW PHYSiOLOQlCAL PROPE&TT OF 
STEYCHNU. 

li is asserted that stiyehaia, by in- 
creasing the arterial * presmre, increases 
the secretion of the maasmary fflands in 
some casea aamaeh as fiAean-fela. 
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GHILBLAI98. 

fr.tafflcUMMI.. dr. >{. 

OltliM 4r.T. 

Pmint with a oanel^s hair pencil two or 
lhi«e timei a dajr. 



HTSniUA. 

Dr. Dabnej, of Virginiai advises the 
following as an exoeltent combination for 
hjateria: 

M. Jj. 



Male fh«9plu»rlo mM m ot. w. 

S. Dose« half ateaspoonfol three timte 
a^iaj. 

SXGBLLKNT PODOPHYLLUM PILL. 
ft.-.Ped«pH]rUia 

Bsi. hyoMlMii m gr. iy . 

8«foait gr. Iyss. 

%vapl Msp fit* T}- 

DiT. im pU. ll«. xii. 

Doee, one to two pills. — Ued. Latncd. 



BLACK HAIR DYE WITHOOT SILVSR. 

The following is said to give a good 
and natnral-looKing dye, fi'ee from the 
oaustio action of silver salts and the pois- 
anoos eflfects of .lead compounds. Two 
preparations are needed : 

No. 1.' 

OMnto ef Uimik. 1 mum. 

KOM WAltr . . . «. 2 OBBCM. 

IHttiHed iva4«r 2oaii««0. 

AlMbel 1 5 dimoknt, 

Aamenls, laffioimit. 

No. 2. 

Hydrwrolphftte of sod* 12 draohras. 

Distilled wftier 4 oaoees. 

Each solution is to be applied sepa- 
latel/. — Drug. Cireular^ 

STB. CITRATE OF IRON AND QUtNIA. 

The above is an admirable preparation 
in ohronio ague and other low states of 
the system* It is prepared as follows : 

ft.— iCIInla ef iroa sad qalnia, gr. 

BfwaiPt wsm ei* W. 

Diieeke 1^ irilaftOoa. 

Dose, one to tlMree draeiuas. 



C7A9IDB OP EIMO. 

Dr. W. F. Barr, of Virginia, writes : 
''In the Jnlv number, 1875| of Thb 

SOffTHBRK MSBtCAL RbOOBD, p. 437| IS 

published an item on ^ The Ojranides ia 
Acute' ' Articufair Rhi^MiatistB, by M. 
Luton's mtihod : one and one-^half grains 
daily of Cyanide of sine.'' In the No* 
vember number, 1S77, p. 806, 1 notice a 
selection that Dr. Luton gives the follow- 
ins in '' rheumatism and ' neuralgia,'' 
sciatica, etc. : 

** R.— Ztae^jsaide gn. lit. 

Aq. ditiillAttt dr. ▼!». 

Mix— MtiUia* MMia. : dr. It. 

Dose — One Tablespoonfiil evefy hour* 
Shake well before using/' 

Will it do to give sodi doses of eyaaida 
of line every hoitrf Is there no Bii»> 
print ? If there should be a mistake 
about the dose, I think that it should be 
corrected, for there are so many physi- 
cians — ioo snany-^who prescribe by /orm* 
ii/!as— let others do tbekr tbinkng for 
them. 

[The above formula was ' given as we 
found it. \¥e agree with owr friend that 
the dose is too large. A teaspoonfiil of 
the mixture would be sufficient, and 
should not be so frequently given. — ^Ed.} 



8ACCHARATED CALOMIU 

At the request of a medical friend, we 
reproduce the formula of saocharttted eaU 
omel ; 

R. — Calomel gn« x. 

Loftf lagar gn. xl. 

Ttitunte thorooghly and divide in powders No. zz. 

Calomel triturated with sugar is very 
greatlr increased in ita purgative action, 
probably due to the minute division of 
Its molecules. It has been asserted that 
this iporeased power of the remedy results 
from the formation of oorrosive sublimate 
through chemical action. We are dis- 
posted to doubt this, yet it ooay be well 
not to use the article too freely. Certain 
it is, that very minute quantities of calo- 
mel in this shapa acta with promptness 
and efficiency. 
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ABSBNIGAi. VA8IB. 

A«M>nflSt the various oiustic prepora- 
iions U8^ for the deBtruction of nalig- 
jiaot tumorat aniQoio k perbtp9 tbt moti 
relied upon. 

A variety of pastes have beeo devised 
for this purpose, with the use of which 
Oatioer Doctors have obtainsd loora or 
km eelehrity. Araenio possesses the pe^ 
oiiliar property of oot destroying the 
healthy tiesHes. 

Cosme's paste^ as modified by Hebra, 

is regarded as the best form of preparing 

it 

ft. — ^Aoidi An€Bio«i gn- zs* 

Hjrdrarg. ^ulphani, rnb dr. j. 

Unti. dsiplidt..^ o^. 

If. Ft. UDgt. 

This is used by spreading upon a cloth 
and applying to the part every day, occa* 
aionally suspending and detaching the 
roohar 1^ poulticing. It is a very pain- 
fiil process. 

ffminPINB IN TTPHOID FEVSR. 

The following formula for the admin- 
istration of turpentine has acquired great 
celebrity in the Dublin hospital : 

a.— TtrsbintUas ol«i 

Liquom poUsBsa ss dr. y. 

M aoilaf sooaoin dr. W. 

Sjmpi pspATeris slbi, 

Sjmpi loffis sonatli u oi. i. 

AqnaoMBph. q. b. ftd og. tI^. 

Fiat nisiura — Dose, a tablespooofal 
every four hours^ shaking the bottle. 

IIALBTS OAEMINATIVE. 

R.^)irb* mAgnwU 40 (ndns. 

Oil of peppermint 1 drop. 

Oilofssioe 8 drops. 

TIso. ot SMtor 80 dwps. 

Urn MMiftHids ISdrope. 

TIm. Optam 6dMp«. 

Bweaoe pmnfny^L 16 drops. 

Oea. tiae. oonlsaiea SOdivpi. 

P^pormlnt wslor Sonsoet. 

Bab the oils with ikt magnesia, then 
add the peppermint water and the rest 9f 
the ingredients. Shake and give 20 to 
40 drops to relieve ooloie and flatslemie 
in children. 



SLIX< eF VAUUAN. 

B.— Aromstie elixir...,..., Ui oi. 

Fluid ext. Tolerisii . . ^. • i ot. 

, Mix. DoeCi one tc two drachoM. 

YELLOW WA8B. 

B.— OorrodTO sablimi^te ISgisisi. 

Lime wotor 10< 

Mix. 



DIABBTE8. 

A writer in Eokal^ IhOoal Jmmal, 
recommends Lyoopus yirginio«B» ^ ba- 
il:leweed) as a remedy of mmsml efloacy 

in diabc^ : 

B. — Lycopns Virgin icos, boglewesd. 
Make an infusion of the fresh plant about 
one onnoe to a pint of hot water. DoeCi 
a tablespoonful four or five times daily. 

MENOBBHAQIA. 

Dr. Bacebonski's remedy of Paris is 

the following : 

B—Iros by hydrogee dr. j. 

Extract of nax Tomioik gn xU. 

Mwllsco gov sroUc q ■ 

DiTide inlo oixtj pilU. 

From two to four morning and eve- 
ning, for chlorotic yooog girls whose 
menstruation is too profuse. — Napkey. 

* _ 

CHUB€BII«L*8 TIBC. lODIBB. 

B^-Tiao. lodiaU 

AsidC^^rbol. liq ei^l pert 

QydnUe Chlorftl 2psi«s 

This preparation is causiic^ and has 
beeo used in ulcerations of the os uteru 

A SUBSTITUTE FOB LITMUS PAPBB. 

As a substitute for ordinary test paper, 
Dr. E. Luck draws attention^ to a new 
substance, phenol-phtalein, whidi may be 
easily prepan d by heating phenol wHh 
phtalie annydride and concentrated sol- 
pbnric add. This body is entirely oolorw 
iess in Beotral or acid eohitioDS> bot ex- 
hibits an intense purple ookir in the pres- 
ence of the least exeess of alkali. The 
change of color is inslmtaiieons^ and ite 
depth intense, so that even mere tmesa of 
the indicator and ^laM alkali beoossa re- 
cognisable.— ^ecL BtBpmfUt. 
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MBDICAL PROGHXffi IN 1«T7. 

■ 

The LoadoB La/ncd devote a Jane 
portion of a reoeat lasoe to a very fall 
fQmmary of the advances made in medi- 
eine and surgery during the year just 
eloeed. Of these, the most important are 
tbeiUlowfng; M. Paul BeK has pab^ 
jtshed an eztieinifve work on the enct of 
variations of pressure on the body, and 
be shows that the observed eflksts of di- 
minished pressure are exclusively due to 
a diminution in the tension of the oxygen 
in the air, and consequent predisposition 
to asphyxia ; while, on the contrary, in- 
crease of pressure up to three atmospheres 
occasions more active iotra-organic 
ehaqge^ and when the pressure reaches 
five atmospheres, the oxidizing processes 
eitber cease or become modified in such a 
way as to be inoonsistant with the main- 
teoance of life. Outtmann, Frickler, and 
Oertmann hav^ deaoonstralMl that the ab- 
soiptftMi of oxygmi ia indepeMJaat of the 
meefaanical acts of respiration. Ricbet 
has determined that, when perfectly fresh, 
the gastric juice contains only mineral 
adds, but that, after standing fin* some- 
time, a kind of fermentation is set up, In 
whicb much free organic acid is formed 
that, on analysis, proved to be Tactic acid. 
It is believed to be beyond doubt that 
lacticL as well as butyric and acetic acids, 
are often either introauced into the stom- 
ach or are filmed in it as a product of 
ftrmentation. 

Cklor ofihe Metkm^^By fiir the moit 
ialevestiag disoovary of the year in pbys- 
iology is that made by BoU, tbat» the r^ 
tina pa«ssaa^ ia faeallb, a peanUaiv ted 
color, which is constaiitly being destroyed 
by^tlM' ilfiaeDc» of light, and is^ as ooto- 
sHkdt^jf bensg'TCgenerated .by the ardinary 
{ ^o o ft rt W of ftittrition. The '^ vision red/^ 
or ** erytfaopsloy'^ as its didboverer names 
it, attains its jnaximum aftaa a ,nigli4'a 
rest and rieep, or when an animal has 



been kept for some hours in darkness ; ift 
is soluble in solutions of the biUazy acids 
and in glycerin, and probably plays a pail 
in the prodoction <^ the sea leflestion 
from the fundus of the eye seen on aph- 
tbalmoseopic examination, as well as in 
all probability in the ordinary acts of vi- 
sion. 

JSkiohgjf of Infodmu DMsoees.— The 
most important progress in the depart- 
ment of pathology is that toward the es- 
tablishment and difflision of the opinion 
that minute organisms are concerned in 
the progress of acute infectious diseases. 
Chaureau has shown that the horse is pe»' 
culiarly receptive of the vaccine virit, 
and is capable of reproducing it in re- 
markable purity and force. — Soien^ 
American. 



Electric Light is in its infancy yet«; 
So fiir, it bas only been found advantage- 
ous for lighting large buildings, like pub- 
lic halls, railway depots, machine shops, 
etc. It has not vet been adapted to the 
requirements of private houses. The 
modern appliances for producing elec- 
tricity, and transforming it into light, can- 
not oe intelligibly described without 
drawings and illustrations. — DruggkUf 
drcular. 



LIQUEFACTION OF OASES. 

Professor Tyndall received a tekgcam 
firom Professor Piotect, of Gaoeva, that 
he bad succeeded in liqnafyiog oxygen by 
msaaa of extreme oold aad pressurew Car- 
baaiaaeid gas has been botb liquefied 
and* saiklified. . Balk IwdroMi and nitioi* 
fpenhave been liqasAed, aao oa Monday, 
December 31, 1877, ia the pvessnea af 
tbtee meaibsrs of lbs iastitate^ the liqao- 
fiictian of ataajspberio air waa aocooH 
plisbed. 



aOUTHEBir MSmOi.L BEOORD. 



EDITORIAL ANB MISCELLANEOUS. 



'All coauniudoattoiui reUtioc t« tke bpriatii of Tbs Bwobb, Itor the j«tit liT? i 
to DB. R. C. WORD, IfMiglBg Editor 8oadi«rn Xedlcal BM^rd, AtiittlA, Ck. 

ISl^Brier uid pnetled eommanlettioiii art lolldtod on aH aalileeli p«rtitiilBf to 
«MM te prtell«d. 

Vir*i«id SMi^ bf Aeek, votlAl ortcr or nilttiNdlolUr. 

rtlto fo«r aaao, poolHiflloi, ebuitj avd ttoto plotttl j. 



U7I. 



CBOWDED. 

It is ft gonortl remark thit ( ho profoaaioni mto 
#ro wdod . Thia wo know to b« iho oaat wiik oufs — 
ili« iim^honorod modioal pvofMloiii.. Tkiaeamdi* 
4ioa of tbinga ia not m fol^ooi of ooBgraialMioB» It 
lowera tho digniij of tho oalling. It brings bard- 
•bipt and triala to m^nj good mon who Imto mlatod 
•tbar opportanitioa bj miaaing iboir Toontlona 
Of iha logion of yoang mon wbo are annnallx om- 
t>nrklng in modioal aindjr, bat Ibw art sMntnUj 
Atted for tho nndortnking. Not beonaa« of n want 
«f •dvontion, poraofromnao or tntrgjr, Iml boaa n at 
ibij blindly aook to ant«r n prolboaion for tbo dn 
Utonnd raoponaibtUtlaa of wldeb tbay nro nnittod 
lij roaaon of inkoront unadnptnbility. Nntar« noTor 
aittakaa. 8ha n«T«r mtikm a dootor oat of n 
Ibnior or n moekMiia, and wbon yovng son tj in 
liar faoo, ondanToring to tarn bor froai bar oonraa 
in tlkia apooial oaao, tboj snroly and inoTitaUjr 
Adl — ibil in tbo prolbaaion, and ftdl in aoqnirlnga 
•apport for tb«BMiT«s and tkair fbaiiliaa. 

Wa woald diaaaiirigt yovng man fWna antoring 
4ka prolbaiiana. Tkor art ao erowdad tkat aran 
ikara ia no raoM al tba top. Tbfjr ara ao arowdod 
4bat tba effort to aiLiat aaljoota tbam to a praaaora 
of taaiptatlon to do wrong, almoat raaiaUcM. 
<)aaekar7 and qoaeka abaand on arory aido fVoan 
lUa oaoaa. A living moat ba bad, if not bj bonaat 
■raana, tban at all baaarda. Fbr tbia raaaon tbo 
atkiaa of tba profcaaion baa lott ita pawar and ia 
4n«plad In ika dnat 

In tba Uttltad' Btataa tbara ia ono pbyaiaian tw 
^mry 000 inkatllantt a proportion graatar, by 
tu, than any otkar ooontry on tba globa. Wa bava 
nara iama, mora oollcgao, mora poor, parlabing 
doatora thaa my otkar oaantry. Wa ka?a mora 
qnaaka, mara patant ma^ataoa and mora ganaial 
aniaavy In a«r raaka tban in all Boiapa aambinad, 

li ia tima te awyavng man ta panaa. I«ai tbm 
tbink. Lat a«r madiaal biratbian balp tbam ta 
4bink. Tall tbam tba tma itaU af tba piafmaian, 



and baplara tbam to giva tbair tlma and tntela U 
acbar pmianlta, and nat wtaa k , tb amaa ) ?aa «pan tba 
raaka and qniokaaada of a •* pvoteaion " wbiab, 
bawarar baanllftiUy piatorad, (aa a miraga) in tba 
ftilnra^will proTO a dcla8ion,and miaooa in tba and . 
Sava tbam from tba temptation to laaneb tbam- 
aelvea on a aaa of qoaekery, and tboa to dlaboaor a 
oalling ao illoatrioaa. Save tbam from want, tba 
ory of atarring ftuniliaa, and tbo aigbt of mlaery and 
ragt at borne. Save tbam, tbat tba aoontiy, so 
leaa tban tbe profbaaion, may be aavai. Bnoanraga 
tbam to till tbe aoil, to edaoirta fbe beait, to dig. 
niiya noble manlMod and IbHow fto i ld anea — 
Proridenoe, wbo baa no need of a pear doalor, a 
poor pratandaf in any oalling in Uib. 



lUXIft CH/AEANO. 
tba nbava afftMa wo ba«a In 
imnady. In aM aaaa af 
inaiSmudo wbo bad baaa onl^ioai to 
longed and obatinafa alinrkt. wblab bai^ 
Uavod, aa n rala, bf mj lanady bwat a te i 
waold oontinna for daya, aoaoming, allor tba irat 
day or two, a biliooa obaraoter, and panHnning 
witb Tomltii^ and anffariaf te a paiM of two 
and tbrae waaka, leaving tba paUant nttoHf pM- 
traiad, by tbe nee af Wyaib*a Usir Qoanno. 
tbe aeoond day of one of tbeae altaaka, abo waa 
reUered aa by magia, ainoe wbiab tfana, near 
twelve montba ago, aba boa ko|l tin reme d y in 
bandy and tkongb often tbraatanod, baa In every 
inatattoe aborted tbe atlaak ^ tbe nae of Ibia 
praparation. We mnai een i m tbni tba pi a|aia> 
tlona of Wyelb 4 Oo. ara nei enl^ beawtlftiUy 
gotten np,b«l ara eOelen*, pmo aad lattabla. 



TioK*a FbOEAL Qoxnn Im a veiy baantlM a^ 

intaratttnc montbty jpnmal» JUaattala^, aad do> 

voted te bortiooltual pnrpaaaa, ioweia> aaeda, 
abmbbery, ete., ete. Floral Qnida, qnarterfy, on- 
ly 26 eenu. flower and' Ti g Ha bl a Oatdan, CO 

V >• T. 



SOUTHOtir MBD10A.L KBCOBD. 



Binry. 

U ii ft iMNttUMi AdI iktt Mdkil mm la Ili« 

'wmaaatty art Bor« frtqvtttily ttftlHmdly 

aadwTioiit of mOi ttkinr iUk MM of Mtef fM- 

Ihiricmi A oo«moa iourot of tkoft trottblwbo* 

4We«i Bodioal goBtlomtB, wo think, may bo Ibond 

Itt Uio indioeroci ooaduot of otor- n o t o ni Moadi, 

who oltoB oxpfOM opiBiOBO and ooavoy roporto 

whieh aro dorofAtorjr to rlTol pfaeCitloaon. Modi* 

^al BioB ihoald aoi onoovrago bat dtoeoaatoaaaoo 

adtano roporti ionohiag tho ohotaotor or prolbi- 

aloBol oequiromoBU of modlool brothron. For no 

anUar how ■gixohlt to..oii«*f faallj to haw dia- 

partglBf roporU of hii riTaVs tkill m oompaiad 

with his own i^ tho tad, it it oartaia thai no 

^ood will ramlt to oithor siirt j f^aa thooo pott j 

dtoMBiioaooBdjoalmtidoo. Tho phToiotaa't ooU* 

Ing If a aoblo oao, and onght to dorolop aoblo oad 

goaoroao impulioo M botwooa thooo who praotioo 

dt. It wort woU thai the pb jttoiano ia ovary 

mntdij woald form modioal oooioiioo, and 

foChar ftaqaeatly ia froo and Moadty iataroovno, 

tolk OTor thoir troabloo, report tholr tIows and oz- 

poriaaoo, aad roealfo to saoCala and oa oo ara f i 

oaohathoriaaUihooooial owl praiMilaaal *■!»• 

ttoaooflifi. 

Wo will go OToa tethor thoa will porhapo bo 
j aoliftod by aaay who oadono what ii aoid abovo, 
aad thai ia, thai mm thooo ef diAnoai oohoolo of 
pinotloo Bood aoi qaaiaoi. Whito aoaaaMatfoai 

irroeoaoilablo diffiroaooo of oplatoa, yoi,li io aot 
iBOOBeiotaat with tho hoaor of tha trao phyoloiaa 
to toloiaia ihooa diflmBOOi Uadlf, osd io 



ii voriioa wiMi wa haaa oftoB nU la lOfoid 
to tho aoooMity aad oooftilaiii of aa adivovtMag 
doparittoat la a Modiool joataal, aad oh oa id fata- 
lihafilaobto hlai to idfwliow^ oopoeioHy to 
dmggioto aad booh moiahaato. Wo havo to ooa- 
llMi that anr book aoltooi havo booa o oa i a wha t 
moagfo, aad wo aro aorry fbr it, bat if aalhoBi of 
BOW hooka, aad ihooo who voad thoia, do not ap. 
peaoiato tho iaiportaaoo of thooo aoiioia la biiag - 
lag thair worka boforo tho piafaaatoa, wo aaa aot 
help ii. Wo noUoOk howavor, thai oortala Korth« 
ora jVaraala ara Uborally aappltod with ihoao bow 
worka for aoitoo, aadar iho iapfga rio a, wo aap- 
pooo, thai phyalolaBa in iho Boath, or tho roadort 
of Soaihoni Joamala, do not purohaao hooka. This 
is a mistako. Wo haro many inqalrios liko tho 
aboTO, and ii Woald wall ropay tho aathais of bow 
works to saad thoai to as Ibr rarlow. 



TRIBUTE TO DR. P. F. BVK. 



frosi hlo owB. 

Wa haro aako ao aaahali apoa trao olhieo, bat 
wa dorfra to iaoaloato Ubonl aad g sasrsea soatt- 
MBMa aaisag all thoaa who pia a d oo iho ptotestoB 
afBMtfolaa. 



BOOKS AND DRUG MBN. 

*« 1 aai plsaaod with tho paaoUoal eharaotor of 
yoar Joaraal. Toar advorliMag dopoiiaioBi io also 
vaaAil aad iatarsotlag to Boay praotttioaon who 
toad Btilo alts boildoiTaaRaooBa. To got what 
I waai, I hatt Mriy to toooar drnggiat horo, aad 
hoTO hisi ordor ths artiolso from tho adTsrtisiag 
hoaaoo. Obalgoiagoodworkoaaildwiteyiayoar 
olty ? Toar rov law doparlaioat is aot as fhU aa wo 
woald Bko, Woald Ifto to kaow tho aow books 
owi, aad haro yoat aplaioa aa to 



rt 



Wo oairaot fkm abovo ftoa a loltor rooo i aod, bo* 



AaiBoaoa, Va., Doo., Id78. 

\ 

ABiaODOX AOADIMT Or MDIOUn. 

Ai a rsgalar oMOtiag of iho Abtagdon Aoadosiy 
of Modioino, tho uaozpootod doaih of PavlF. 
Btb, H.D., professor of Oporatiro aad Gliaioal 
Sargory ia tho UaiTorsiiy of NaahrUlo, aad tho 
Vaadorbilt Uairoraity, aad aa Hoaorary Ftflow of 
thoAbiagdoa Aoadomy of Modtoiaa* waaaaaoaao- 
od. Dra. W. F. Barr aad E. M. Oampbott woro 
appoiaiod a Comadttoo to ropori saitaliAo proam- 
blo aad rasolntioas oa tho doath of Prof. Kro. 

Tho Comaiittoo BMdo tho IbUowiag ropori : 
Tho Committoo appointoil to ropori a prsaaiblo 
aad rsaolatioaa oa tho doath of Paul f . Bto, H.P., 
of NaahTiUo, Toaa., bog loaro to oflbr tho foUow- 
iag ropori; 

Of Uio diaiiaguiahod aoa ia Biodieiao aad sar- 
gory of tho aiaotooaih oaataty. Urn haro ooeaplod 
assorooBTiablo podtion thaa Dr. Paal F. Bto* 
lato proflioawr ia tho Chair of Oparailvo aad Clla- 
ioal SBrgsry, ia iho Uaiforsity of NaahTlUo, aad 
Yaadorbili Uaivoraity. Noror obtrasiTo, hia ox« 
altod BMrii aitiaotod aa a it o a liaa ahaooi aalvor- 
sal \ aad jadgiag tnm iho sMay poolllsao of traai 
ho flUod, aad always to ths fUlosi aatiafhotioa, 
Ibw moa will bo mora slssod ihaa Dr. Era. To 
kaow iko maa, waa bat to admiro his^ aoi oaly 
fbrhlsiatriastosioritaaaBMa, bat for his saps- 
rior kaowlodgo aa a aargooB, aad his romarkabto 
saoosos ia his osaltod posiUoa la his profossioB ; 

illSfOlOfO, 

1. Bmt^ Hd , if a# AUn^ion Aetuhm^ o/ifidirtM, 
ihai wo dooply doptoro tho loss to his ooaairy, 
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TbalAMpf «fiheabovt pnMnM 
be ftMnUiod Ike ftniljr •# lb» 

JmmuU qf Mt H ah s tmd Smgtrjf^ «i4 
IfiMQAft Bwmd>, fbr ^aMlMlioa 
W. F. BAUt» M.D. 
E. M. GAMnuL, ILD. 
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AnAvi4 MBDio(hCHiiiyMioAL AsaooiAnoir. — 
Th« offioen eliti fcr Um alMtv 8o«i«^ ibr Ch« 
••mi-a&naftl term endlit|f is June next, ftrt m fol- 
low!: 

G. Q. O»wford, M.D., Pnaldent 

B. J. BoMb, M.D.» lol Yioo-Prosideiit. 

B. B. Uo, M. J>., 2d yifl^TprMa4«iii. 

B. C. Word, M.D., Seocotaxy. 

Tbo regular meetiogs are appointed on ibe first 
and tbird Fridajr e?enii^ of eaoh month, at the 
effioe of Dr. J. J. Knott, until Booh time as a 
Hall be procured. 



THE SAMPLE COPY MAN. 
We baTO to add our testimonjr to tbe oomplainte 
tbat ba¥f ooma up froqi many of our exchanges, 
thai we have been greatly imposed upon bj the 
" sample oopj man.*' For a one oent postal card 
he procures a journal worth 25 cents, besides tbe 
postage, which is two cents on STery copy so mailed. 
We dislike to reftise these calls, but really it \% a 
little too much to expect of us to submit longer 
to this tax. Our experience has shown that 
only about one per cent of all the number who have 
called for sample copies are CTcr heard f^om again. 

BOOK IVOtlCfiS. 

If JlLAEIA AXh BnulfA III TBBIR KsLATIOH TO TBS 

BffSDtAttT Of tom DftBiias; read befbre the 
Amoiieaa JDltriial^logiial AairtniaHsft at MlagasA 
Falls, afptember, 1877. 

We haye read the aboTO paper with gye^ inter* 
est. It was prepared by Professor L. P. Tandell» 
ef IionisTille, and eTinces on the part of the wihor 
VI aetiTo and iatestlgatiiig mind. 

Impressed by the initsrest and praeti^^l iwgvt* 
tance of the subject, we brought the matter to the 
notice of the Atlanto MedioohCbirnrgioai Aesoeia- 
tien, and a brief of the discussion which it elicit 



may be seen is tbe preietir Issue of our jemsaL 

IIPMatlM^woTflly^tAtf Iheapgr »in<iliMw^ ^ ^' 
YMd«U» #i|d Uie iipneinytg obwr^stor of the »• 
miN^i^4ia<ls i( would sma itM mi> smiemMi or 
tlie views of Br» Teadell waa to some egteai m)Mr 
undeieloed ^ oerlaia of the disputsAte. Our. 
stiAemsf t of the ease wee laaobetanM the satte as 
thai of tha learned anthorhlaweU; to- wit: «<Ma- 
leria is tbe chief soufoe of amite skin disease, 
fiorofula is the chief sonroe of ehrooio skia diseaee. 

The more inveiereU eases of skin dissase are often 
due to the existence of these two things*'* Thr 
subiect of the pamphlet we regard as important, 
aaa well worthy the attention of the profbeskm. 

Tbs Druggist's Haiid book or Privati Foumitlas. 
By John H. Kelson, derelaad, Ohio, 1S78. 

ThO above is a neat Httle volume of about 900- 
pages, desigued ** to place before every druggiet re* 
liable fennulaa for preparing well kaowu modi* 
cines not given in the U. S. Dispensatory. Theee 
preparations — elixirs, emulsions, medicated syr* 
upB, wlMB, etc., have beeeme so ualitereiJ that 
there is seaseely a druggtst who does set haive 
more or less sale fbr them, end to be euabied \» 
prepare them is not only a source of satisfbction, 
but is Also very desirable on account of the incrOMe- 
of profits." Tbe book must prove m eAil, act only 
to dfugglBte, teii to physieiane who ate uader the 
necessity of preparing their own medioiaee. 

HiQHxa Mbbigal, Eodqaxj^ob : The True Interests 
of the Public and of the Profession. An Address, 
introdnctory to the 112th Course of Lectures la 
tbe Medical DepaHmeat eCthe Oatvenity of 
Iteasylueaia. • October, 1677. 

Thia ie a very iMevestiag addteee ea the saljeet 
of medical education. Tbe aothor takes hj^ 
ground, and asserts «* that the time has arrived 
when both the profession and the public are pre- 
peorfid to doMaad that te iM f me y es, evteaslve re- 
form e ehaU be made ia tlie Amerieaa syatea of 
medical education." 

MaoaAiiisii pr Joibts. Bj Qarrisoa Alle«r' M4> .. 
Professor of Comparative Anatomy and ZoolojQ' 
in the University of Pennsylvania, etc., ex- 
tmeted fVeoi tbe T xa e ao tf a as of lli^ latefM^ 
tioaal Medical Congress. September, WX 
A paper of oonsidesable iaterest aad practical 

importaaoe. 
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TREATMENT OF HEMOR- 
RHOIDS. 



BT L. Q. LIKCECUM, OF TEXAS. 



I send 70a some experimeDts in the 
treatment of piles and constipation, and 
tome thoaghts on diet. 

From long experience, tobacco surpasses 
all other applications in the treatment of 
piles. If the inflammation and pain be 
yeiy nreent, it is best to reduce it with 
ao alkaUne wash at the b^inning ; for 
this purpose I use the caustic potassa, in 
proportion of one grain of the caustic to 
two ounces of soft water (or bicarb, soda 
dr. i. to oz. i, aqua). Sometimes the pile 
tumors are turned out, and so much in- 
flamed, and so extremely irritable, that 
the patient cannot bear the touch of any- 
thing on them. Use lisht-corded bats 
of oetton, wet with the cold alkaline wash, 
and at first let the wash drip on the 
tamors fix>m the cotton until the tumors 



are wet; continue it until the irritation 
is reduced a little, then lay the wet cotton 
the tumor, gently pressing it down 



on 



with the hand. AAer a short time, re- 
wet and re-apply the cotton again and 
again, until the patient complains of 
stinging or smarting from the alkalie; 
then wash it off with the cotton wet in 
clear, cold water two or three times, after 
which a bat of cotton, or a soft rag, well 
wet with an infusion of tobacco, may be 
laid on the pile tumors, and let it remain 
ten or fifteen minutes. But if the patient 
sickens, or complains of any pains, or 
gripings of the bowels, before tne fifteen 
minutes expire, the tobacco must be wash- 
ed off with warm water, and an effi>rt 
made to press thepile back into the bowel, 
if practicable. The tobacco produces no 
irritation, but has a soothing effect With 
some patients, however, when too fireely 
applied, it nauseates the stomach, and 
produces severe griping of the bowels. 
To guard against these unpleasant symp- 



66 



SOUTHERN BfEDICAL RECORD. 



tomsy the patient mast be watched, and 
at the first indication of the sick stomach, 
griping, or giddiness, the tobacco must 
be removed. If the pile tnmors cannot 
be retarned then, wait awhile and apply 
the tobacco again; it will not require 
many experimento before the patient will 
learn how long he can bear it, and how 
often to apply it. There is no necessity 
for griping and sickening the patient. If 
properly managed, it may be applied 
often in the course of the day without 
any disagreeable symptoms at all. 

Aiter the hemorrhoidal tumors have been 
returned, the tobacco may be used occa- 
sionally in the form of suppositories. 
Take an ordinary quid of tobacco, wet 
and soften it with warm water, roll it in 
a proper form, and then introduce into 
the anus with the finger. The time for 
performing this operation should be at 
the time of going to stool. It will soon 
produce an action from the bowels. 

No person having the piles should ever 
take purgative medicine. He may so use 
the tobacco suppositories as to do away 
with the mppa^ necessity for purging 
medicines altogether. Should the tobacco 
suppositories fail to evacuate the bowels, 
the patient must resort to the use of the 
warm water enemata. Cathartics are pos* 
itively inadmissible with pile cases if the 
intention is to cure them. It must be 
very obstinate coetiveness that tobacco, 
applied as above directed, cannot relieve. 
Better wait, eat less, and try the tobacco 
again, than to drive the blood into the 
hemorrhoidal vessels with the purges. 

When internal piles are throbbing and 
painful, the tobacco suppository should be 
applied immediately ; it gives instant re- 
lief. By prompt application of the to- 
bacco, at the first indication of a return- 
ing paroxysm of piles, relief will be cer- 
tain ; and by thus throwing off the par- 
oxysms, from time to time, the parts af- 
fected will be gradually restored, until a 
final cure may be produced. I have 
known a number of radical cures pro* 
duced by a careful adherence to the above 
treatment. 

As a general rule, when constipation 



occurs, as it does sometimes, in apparent 
good health, the use of the tobaeoo sup- 
pository will obviate the difficulty in a 
few minutes. The tobacco may be used 
for this purpose, day by day, without 
danger of any kind of constitutional in* 
jury, and the patient can, by regular and 
prompt attention to it daily, at a certain 
hour, induce regular, habitual action of 
the bowels, and he will find, after having 
pretty well established this habitual ac- 
tion of the bowels, and it occurs to him 
that he has gone over the usual hour 
without an action, that if he will get the 
tobacco in hand and start to walk, pre- 
paring the suppository as he goes, the 
peristaltic motion of his bowels will im- 
mediately commence, and the desire for 
an action will become pretty pressing 
without applying the suppository. He 
should, nevertheless^, apply the tobacco to 
encourage the habit. 

The explanation of the action of 
the will power upon the involuntary 
nerves, evidently and distinctly mani- 
fested in this case, belongs to another 
department in the investigation of 
animal motions. Some people are so 
completely under the animal control, 
that after devouring a heavy meal 
of a variety of dishes, they take a purg- 
ing bolus as soon as they rise from the 
table, for fear their stomach will not be 
able to empty itself in time for them to 
enjoy the next meal appropriately. After 
the stomach has been for<^ to pass its 
contents downwards, the patient^ having 
his hopes set upon the next meal, resorts 
to a quantity of stimulants to restore, if 
possible, the fiattened feeling of the stom- 
ach by the return of that longed-for 
event, the hour for dinner. Dinner 
comes at last, and he is happily seated at 
the table, in a select position for the great- 
est fiicilities. He smacks his mouth and 
casts his fierce eyes around, indicative of 
much firmness and resolution; his lips 
are drawn to a straight line across his 
eager vis^^e, and the work •f destruc- 
tion begins. First process is to sharpen 
appetite, and calling for vinegar, pickles, 
and catsups, he goes to work cutting and 
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«]fl»hing. With him, the dinner table is 
net a place to discusi politioByOr anj 
other snbjf!oty except such subjeots as are 
spread before him on the table. To him, 
toe dinner hour is an honr of chewing 
and swallowing. Then comes what he 
«alls the dieestiye hoar, daring which 
time he lies down to sleep. InstcM of his 
jjeito being the digestive hour, it is in 
reality the fermentative hour, and he 
rises from his lounge, swelled almost to 
the point of explosion, to relieve which 
ke swallows his cathartic bolus, and so 
on, cramming and blowing out with his 
purges, all of which he will freely and 
pleasantly relate to any one that will lis- 
ten to him ; oflering it as his plan, which 
he heartily recommends to his hearers as 
the best and most approved plan for eat- 
ing the greatest quantities. He has tried 
it, and he ought to know. He will con- 
clude with a smile of self-approbation 
on his greasy countenance, and he really 
thinks and believes what be says. Meet 
him out from home at any time, and en- 
quire for his health, hisjinswer will be: 
'< Well, thank God, I am able to eat my 
allowance with a tolerable good stomach, 
but I am never to say well. £ am 
troubled with frequent headaches, colic, 
and the like ; also, I have rheumatism at 
nights, and piles all the time, most awful- 
ly. I cannot imagine what is the matter 
or caase of all this, for it seems like I eat 
heartily enough. It may. be possible that 
I do not eat enough. I have been trying 
lately to find a good medicine that will 
increase my appetite, thinking, maybe, if 
I could have a stomach to eat more, that 
my complaints would leave me" All 
this, too, expressed in tones of earnest- 
ness, and such seeming innocence, that he 
could not be accused of having the slight- 
est idea of the cause of his said aches, 
pains and hemorrhoids. ''And the Lord 
smote them with emerods.^' 

In all this, there is not a single word 
from the intellectual department in his 
organism ; it is from the animal group, 
and out of the pale of reason. We smile 
at the character described in the above, 
and yet there is not one in a hundred oif 



us who does not, to a greater or less ex- 
tent, represent the saidgormandiMr. We 
have all yielded ourselves up to the ani- 
mal suggestions of the table, until 
nothing less than a painful distention 
of the stomach will satisfy us. The 
proof of this statement lies in the fact 
that you can hardly find a person, male 
or female, twenty-five years of age, who 
is not more or less dyspeptic ; and I am 
well assured that if they would confine 
themselves to one-half the amount they 
are in the habit of eating, they would 
have no pains nor aches to complain of, 
and their mental and physical energies 
would be so difierent that they can now 
form no conception of the change that 
would follow such a course of dieting. 

Nature's operations are neiseless, and 
when any one feels the slightest degree of 
flatulency or rumbliqg in the bowels, he 
may set it down that he has overcharged 
the digestive functions, and that to con- 
tinue the abuse will sooner or later bring 
on disease of some kind. Most common- 
Jy, such impropriety develops itself in 
the form of dyspepsia, but this energy-de- 
stroying disease seldom appears twice in 
the same garb. It takes on the form of 
many oomplaints. They are, however, 
all eating complaints, and the unfortunate 
sufferer is always found searching for 
some kind of food that will suit his case, 
so that he may eat freely of it without 
injury. He finds many such articles of 
food, but in a few days his stomach re- 
jects it too, and for the same reason that 
has forced him to abandon naany other 
agreeable articles of diet, and that reason 
was overeating. The rule should be, 
when he finds a suitable article, to eat 
very sparingly of it. It takes but little 
to replenish the system, and every mouth- 
ful over that amount does barm, whether 
the eater is sick or well. To consume a 
greater quantity of food than is required 
to sustain the system at a healthy, cheer- 
ful pitch, is not only a weakness, but a 
positive damage to both mental and phy^* 
sical man. 

LAMPA8A0, TlXAS. 
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THE DANGER OF USING CHLO- 
RAL AND OPIATES ALTER- 
NATELY. 



Bt a. R. Kilpatbiok, M.D. 



Having seen in the February number 
of the Southern Medical Beoord, an 
article by S. S. Shields^ M, D.^ detailing 
his experience in the use of chloral hy- 
drate oefore or after the administration 
of preparations of opinm| and his request 
to near from other practitioners on the 
subject, I improve the opportunity by 
writing this answer. I have long known 
the very same alarming effects and action 
of these medicines, as detailed by Dr. 
Shields. If he had seen the cases I have, 
he could not have given a better descrip- 
tion than the one in the Record. Rep- 
etition is useless on this occasion. But 
in the treatment of the ca$es here, no bat- 
tery was used, yet the patients recovered. 
In'addition to the frictions, stimulating 
liniments, etc., the patients' heads were 
lowered and the blood made to gravitate 
to the brain, which seemed to produce the 
most decided beneficial impression. Al- 
so their mouths were opened and tongues 
depressed, while artificial or mechanical 
respiration was kept up. 

My experience is altogether such as to 
disallow the use of chloral afi/tr opiates 
have been taken, or vice vermx. There 
seems to be no bad effects where they are 
given together at the same time, but rather 
a more pleasant and certain soothing and 
hypnotic effect. Why this is so, is left 
for further experience to ascertain. See- 
ing the alarming effects of chloral, has 
cauFcd practitioners here to use it with 
oantion, or, as some do, let it alone. 

Several years ago, I heard of a physi- 
eian of considerable celebrity, using it in 
preference to chloroform when about to 
operate on a young man for strabismus. 
The physicians who were invited to assist 
in the operation, tried to persuade him to 
use chlorofonDi but he persisted, because 
he said he had less fear of the chloral, 
and had used it repeatedly in surgical op- 
erations. 



The patient was excited and the opera- 
tor kept giving chloral in unknown quan- 
tities, when the aniesthetic effects wtre^ 
suddenly developed in a most alarming 
manner ; and the operator, being a pious- 
nan, in his alarm and trepidation, pro* 
posed they should all join him in prayer ;. 
but one of the assistants said, '* it was no 

time to pray, but work like to save 

the boy's life V And by energetic meas» 
ureshe was saved — though as by fi^» 

Not many months after that, the same 
party was about to operate for fistula in 
ano,and insisted on using chloral,althouffb 
the patient plead and remonstrated; 
he gave it in very large, unmeasured quan- 
tities, and the recuperative energies of 
the man, who was past the prime of life^ 
were insufficient to save him, althougb 
all* was done which could be, as no prep- 
aration had been made to combat any 
wrong doing of the medicine, and the pa- 
tient died before the operation was begun* 
As Dr. Shields said, the alarming condi- 
tion of the patient supervenes suddenly, 
unexpectedly and with the most serioua 
gravity. It is a very uncertain medi- 
cine in its action, varying, in every case,, 
varying in the same patient in apparently 
the same pathological conditions. I have 
used chloroform since 1848, in almost 
every conceivable case, and have notsesD 
any &tal results, and seldom any alarm- 
ing results. Persons using chloral shomld 
be very particular in procuring a pure 
article, as. it is probable that some of the 
unfiivorable results arise from using an 
impure specimen. 

Navasota, Texas. 

EXTENSIVE COMMINUTED 
FRACTURE OF THE LEG- 
TREATED WITHOUT SPLINTS 



Bt Z. B. HBEn>o>, M.D., or ¥▲. 



On the 27th of April, 1870, Mr. B.^ 
aged 65» was one or the victims of the 
oapitol disaster in this citv. Besides be- 
ing severely bruised in other respects, his 
right leg was so badly crushed, from the 
ankle to a point about two inches below 
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the knee^ that in lifting tlie limb with the 
tiands it would bend T*ke a ba^^ of bran. 
There were several distinct and complete 
fractares. 

The question of amputation, of courM, 
tiroee, but the age of the patient and the 
great amount of shock, prevented surgi- 
<sal interference. With but little hope of 
benefit, everj attention was given to per- 
gonal comfort. The limb was placed, for 
the night, on a pillow, which was tied 
around it, and stimulants directed. 

The next day, a box of bran was sub« 
stituted. For some days this was con* 
tinned, but the weather being warm, and 
frequent changes so necessary, (such 
change causing the patient great discom- 
fort), the box WBb laid aside, and a 
strip of cloth about 18 inches long, and 
wide enough to extend from the knee to 
the foot, was placed under the limb, and 
its sides fastened by small hooks to the 
6trips of wood, which were suspended b/ 
a rope over a pully attached to the top of 
the bed. 

By this method the limb could be 
raised or lowered by the patient himself 
much to his comfort ; and instead of hav- 
ing to remove, daily, heaps of bran satu- 
rated with pus, when an abscess formed, 
a small window was cut into the cloth, 
through which the abscess was punctured 
and injected with a solution of carbolic 
acid, dr. i to water oz. v. Pads, placed 
against projecting points, kept the limb 
eomewhat in the proper position. 

To overcome the exhausting efiects of 
excessive drainage, nourishing food, milk 
punches, and the muriated tincture of 
iron, in ten drop doses every three hours, 
were given. 

After some weeks a splint was applied 
with the hope of better results, but such 
was the agony of the patient that he cut 
it loose with his knifed Having escaped 
death, any sort of a limb was now con- 
eidered a good compromise ; and with a 
full knowledge of the fact that more than 
usual deformity would attend recovery, 
DO additional appliance was used. 

Close attention was given until the 
12th of July. After this the patient be* 



gan to ride out, and gradually to walk 
upon crutches. For several years before 
bis death, (which occurred this spr'mg), 
he walked two miles to his business with 
no other aid than that of his walking- 
cane. A word for oonservaiive surgery. 
Richmond, Ya., Dee. 19, 1877. 



DUTY OF THE DOCTOR TO THE 

DYING. 



Br £. L. Smith, M.D., of TezM. 



In reply to the questions propounded 
by the Virginia practitioner in y.)ur 
December number relative to the duties 
of the Doctor to the dying, I have a few 
succinct and explicit ideas to promulgate. 
The Doctor, after picturing the heart- 
rending scenes of his case, asks : ^' Woul^ 
it be proper to administer one or two in- 
spirations of chloroform under the cir- 
cumstances ?" I occupy the position that 
there would have been no immorality in 
so doing. Now, while I do not profess 
to be a fisitalist, or an over-daring and 
venturesome practitioner, I make no hes« 
itancy in asserting that the chloroform in 
the case presented by our medical brother^ 
should have been administered ; not with 
the view of extinguishing life or closing 
the horrible scene; but with the view of 
mitigating the excruciating tortures of the 
hopeless sufferer. Nor is it supposable 
that in such a case the chloroform, unless 
carried to extrenaes, would destroy life, 
but would only have a palliative influ- 
ence, enabling the poor suflerer to de- 
part unconscious of mental or physical 
anguish. 

it is well understood that we do not 
profess to cure the thousand and one ills 
to which humanity is subject, and that 
where a cure is impossible it is our pro* 
vince to palliate. By administering 
chloroform to such a patient as the one 
spoken of, the practitioner would be guil- 
ty of no moral terpitude, and need su& 
fer no remorse, but feel rather a sense of 
comfort in the reflection that he had be- 
stowed the balm of sweet unoonsciousni 
to a dying fellow mortal ! 
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INSTRUMENTAL LABOR. 



(Btportfd to ih# Medietl 8oei€tj of Tirglnte.) 



BT 0. MODOKALD, M.D. 

Mr. .PrmderU and Fdiow9 — ^The ques- 
tion ander consideration is one of the 
most important of all obstetric questions. 
For, in those cases of obstructed labor 
that *^ try the souls of men " and women, 
the lives of mothers and children, and the 
happiness and wel&re of families, will de- 
pend on the manner in which the ac- 
ooocheur performs his responsible duties. 

I now propose, very briefly, to consid- 
er some of the most important operations 
for the relief of some of the distressing ao- 
cidents and incidents of parturition ; and, 
^rst, I hold that every mat), who pre- 
sumes to practice midwifery (especially in 
the country, where ofben a consultation is 
impossible), is hound to know, not only 
bow, in the best manner, to perform all 
the various operations — ^not only must he 
know how and when to operate, but, in 
any given case, he must be able to decide 
promptly which operation is applicable. 

And first in regard to version. Turn- 
ing is most frequently required in cases of 
transverse presentation, accidental or un- 
avoidable hemorrhage, sometimes for 
slightly contracted pelvis, and occasion- 
ally for prolapse of the funis. 

1 shall not discuss the subject further 
than to call attention to a mode now 
practiced in some cases of cephalic ver- 
sion, by external manipulation, applica- 
ble only in the early stage of labor, where 
the waters have not been discharged ; and 
to another mode of performing podfilic 
version by combined external and inter- 
nal manipulation — that is, by introducing 
one or two fingers through the os, and 
thus pushing the head or shoulder, as the 
case may be, towards the fundus, while 
the external hand pushes the breech to- 
wards the 06. These operations are said 
to be, in suitable cases, entirely practica- 
ble, and of easy accomplishment. But, 
of course, neither of the^e modes is at all 
applicable where the waters have been 



long discharged, and there is rigid tooie 
contraction. of the uterus. Under thefe* 
distressing circumstances, nothing reaiaii|» 
to be done but first to relax the ntema hf 
an ansBsthetic, and then patiently and 
gently, but persistentlv, introduce the 
hand, according to the old method, and 
effect podalic version. But if, on aoooant 
of rigid contraotion of the uterus, and 
impaction of the presentation in the pel- 
vis, thip be impossible, then we have o» 
other nvMiis lefl, except mutilation of the 
child, either by evisceration and sever- 
anee of the spine, or decapitation. 

And now we turn, With peculiar pleas» 
ure, to the use of the forceps, the great 
conservative instrument of midwifery*-- 
conservative of mother and child. That 
there has been a great revolution in re- 
gard to the use of the forceps, we presume- 
is well understood by most, if not all, the 
members of this society. 

Wf are happy to say that the doctrine^ 
so long taught in the standard works and 
in the schools, no longer prevails, name- 
ly, that the use of the forceps was unjust- 
ifiable, unless all hope of natural delivery- 
was at an end, and symptoms of com- 
mencing exhaustion were present. 

The rule that now prevails, as ex» 
pressed by another, is, " That so long a» 
natare is able to effect her purpose with- 
out prgudice to the constitution of the 
patient, without danger to the sofl parta 
or to the life of the child, we must let the 
labor prooeed. But as soon as we find 
the natural efforts are beginning to fiiil, 
and afler having tried milder means for 
relaxing the parts or stimulating the 
uterus to increased action, without result|. 
we are bound, by common sense and com- 
mon humanity, to relieve the sufferer from 
her misery, and her child from imminent 
danger of death, by the timely use of the 
forceps. Why, may I ask, should we 
permit a fellow-creature to undergo hours 
of torture, when we have the means of re- 
lief in our hands? Why should the 
mother be allowed to waste her strength 
and incur the risk consequent upon long 
pressure of the head on the sofl parts, the 
tendency to inflammation and sloughing^ 
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or the dai^ger of mpftarey to aaj nothing 
of the inoraMed danger of puerperal fever, 
with all its dire results ? ^' 

That the modern doctrine is not only 
safer for the mother, hot also for the 
child, is well established by statistics. 
Ameng the most remarkable of these are 
those of Dr. Hamilton, of Falkirk. He 
delivers one ohild out of every seven or 
eight with the forceps, and he thus deliv* 
ered seven hundred and thtrty-one suc- 
cessive children without a single still- 
birth. When these facts are considered 
in oonnection with the fact that, includ- 
ing all cases of labor, one out of every 
twenty or thirty children is 8tiII-bom, it 
will be seen that Dr. Hamilton's experi- 
ence is unprecedented in obstetric history. 

We may now lay down the following 
propositions : 

1. That when the head is low down in 
the pelvis, and the os uteri fully dilated 
and retracted over the head, and especial- 
ly if rotation has taken place, the use of 
Uie forceps is a safe operation for mother 
and child, and so simple that any country 
doctor ought to be able to perform it with 
ease and safety. 

2. That in a large majority of the cases, 
where the operation is required, all the 
above conditions will have occurred. 

3. That, the above conditions being 
present, and the pains being good, but in- 
sufficient to cause the expulsion oi the 
child, the use of the forceps is, in the 
hands of a judicious and skillful operator, 
safer than the use of any oxytoxic, espe- 
cially ergot. 

4. That, in a majority of cases, the 
death of the child and injury to the 
mother (such as sloughing of the vagina, 
and consequent recto or vesico-vaginal 
fistula) is caused, not by the use of the 
forceps, but by the want of them, or too 
long delay in their use. 

5. That, as soon as the physician is sat- 
isfied that the strong probability is that 
the natural powers will be unable to effect 
delivery (especially if the ^ains be strong 
and are not making any impression), there 
shonld be interference, and that without re- 
gard to the duration of labor — ^always. 



provided it be the second stage of labor, 
and especially if there be great suffering 
or any danger to mother or child. 

6« That in any case where there is 
greater risk to mother and child bv de- 
lay, than in using the forceps, they should 
be resorted to. 

7. That the above rules are not in- 
tended to justify the unnecessary or bung* 
ling use of the forceps. 

8. That, in the use of the forceps, after 
their introduction, and after they are se- 
curely locked, an ansesthetic shonld be 
administered, provided the operator un» 
derstands its administration. 

And now, sir, we wish it distinctly un- 
derstood that all we have said relates to 
the operation, when the head is low m 
the pelvis, and the os fully dilated and 
retracted over the head. When the head 
remains high in the pelvis, and especially 
if the OS be not fully dilated and retract- 
ed, the operation is much more formida- 
ble, and should not be undertaken except 
for good reasons, and then with a full ap- 
preciation of the difficulty aod danger. 

We have not undertaken to describe 
the mode of introducing or handling the 
forceps, because, on these points, full in- 
struction is given in the standard works. 
We beg leave, however, to mention that 
in a recent standard work, we saw the 
suggestion made, that in all cases, with- 
out regard to the position of the bead, the 
forceps should be introduced laterally^ 
thus simplifying the operation. 

And now, a few words in relation to 
that serious operation involving danger to 
the mother and death to the child — cra- 
niotomy : 

1. It should never be resorted to if it 
be possible for a living child to be born 
without great danger to the mother. Of 
course, it should never be practiced if the 
forceps will answer the purpose. The 
limits to the operation, in some standard 
works, are said to be from two and three- 
fourths to three inches an tero- posterior 
diameter, and one and three-fourths inches 
as the other limit, provided, in the last 
case, there bagood transverse dimensions. 
That is, I understand the author to mean^ 
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that above the limit of two and three- 
fourths to three inches antero-posterior 
diameter, it is possible for a living child 
to be drawn tbroneh the pelvis, and that 
a mutilated child may be extracted 
through a pelvis of one and three-fourths 
inches antero-posterior diameter, provided 
the transverse diameter is good. Hence, 
the limits of craniotomy would be between 
the figures above mentioned. 

Having determined that the operation 
is required, the head should be perforated, 
and then we have choice between cephal- 
otripsy and craniotomy, provided we have 
a cephalotribe. 

Regarding the question of the morality 
of the operation, where the alternative is 
between the destruction of the child and 
the painful and lingering death of both 
mother and child, we presume there is no 
•question amone us. That a certain school 
of theologians nave, in time past, decided 
that the destruction of the child is a mor- 
tal sin, will not, we presume, disturb our 
<x>nscience8, when we know that unless 
the operation is done, not only will the 
ohild inevitably perish, but while we wait 
for the death of the child, the mother,not 
only suffers untold and unimagined tort- 
ures, but there will be imminent danger 
of her death also. 

As I have been so fortunate as to have 
had but little experience in craniotomy, I 
leave the subject to those who have been 
less fortunate. 

And now, we have but a word to say 
in regard to the gravest of all obstetric 
operations — the dreadful alternative of 
the Csesarean section. But dreadful as 
the necessity is, medical men must be able 
promptly to decide when ,it is required, 
and having so decided, there should be 
«ome one in every neighborhood with the 
requisite courage and skill to perform it. 
The cases requiring the operation are — 

1. When it is impossible to deliver a 
living child. 

2. When it is impossible to deliver a 
mutilated child without the danger being 
greater than the Csesarean operation. 

3. The operation ought to be perform- 
ed with the same precision, care, and 



skill, and with all the caution neeessarj 
in ovariotomy. Under these oonditiom, 
and not otherwise, may we hope for sno- 



4. And, finally, the operation must not 
be deferred until the ease is hopeless, and 
death must be the result with or without 
the operation. — Va, Mtd. MwMy, 



ESSAY ON PNEUMONIA. 



(Read before the St. Louis Medical Sooietj.) 



Bt Dk. C. H. Hughh. 



The discussion of this subject at the 
two preceding meetings, verifies the state- 
ment of a distinguished author that ''one 
of the most discordant topics in the science 
of medicine seems to be the treatment of 
pneumonia.'' 

Within a half century the pendulum 
of professional opinion has swung from 
the extreme of excessive venesection to 
that of over-stimulation. The reaction of 
Laennec and Louis, against indiscrimi- 
nately breaking the organic structure by 
withdrawing the material of its recon- 
struction through the supporting col- 
umns of the circulation, was followed in 
some quarters by the alcoholic insanity of 
Todd and Bennett. A theoretical delu- 
sion based upon the illusory, undemon- 
strated and undemonstrable view, that 
because in nearly all cases there exists 
more or less of oppression and prostra- 
tion, therefore they are all or nearly all 
so similarly asthenic in character as to re- 
quire that kind of stimulation, mainly to 
be found in alcohol and that sort of nu- 
trition, which exists par ezcdltnee in the 
opinion of some, but in one view, spar- 
ingly if at all in uncombined alcohol, that 
is, in alcohol when not administer^ in 
the form of wine, malt liquors, whiskies, 
brandies, etc. 

The crippled and laboring lung and 
over-acting heart say the alcohol theorists, 
require to be stimulated. They liken the 
rapidly beating heart especially to an 
over-burdened horse, making little pro- 
gress but very great efibrt to get up hill, s^ 
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becauae of the obetractiona in his way, 
which they wonld remove — the whip and 
apQr, and oats of alcohol. 

It seems never to have oocurred to these 
iherapentie logicians^ that lightening the 
load of the jaded animal and conserving 
bis strength, by timely rest and restraint 
pat upon inordinate and futile eflbrt, 
made at the expense of that latent power 
TipoD which the animal's remaining and 
<x>ntaining vitality depends, might both 
aave the horse and transport in due time 
fais harden. 

Medical theories are often attempts at 
generalization of morbid states, and thera- 
peatic conclusions drawn from them are 
fieqnently misleading in special cases. In 
fict, for clinical purposes are generally 
aa&st. 

Theories are the short route flight, 
which genius makes, rising ab( ve rather 
than overcoming obstacles. The practical 
physician at the bedside must remove, 
and not evade, disagreeable morbid ob- 
stractions which lie in the way of bis pa- 
tient's recovery. 

As a theory the law of stmi/ia has been 
tried, and though still in vogue with a 
large body of theoretical practitioners, as 
the therapeutic law governing other cases 
than these wherein the heart is initiated 
to over-action by morbid excitation, has 
been ibnnd in the light of the general 
practical observation of the profession, 
wanting in supporting facts. 

Id the treatment of pneumonia there 
are many £icts to be considered. 

Though closest theorists may ignore 
them they cannot thus be abolished. It 
has its variable and varying stages and 
varieties — age, season, climate, epidemic, 
endemic influences, and accompanymg 
constitutional cachexias modify its mani- 
festations. Extent of lung tissue involved, 
the stage at which treatment is begun, as 
well as the nutrition of the patient pre- 
ceding, and his surroundings during the 
attack, so that it cannot be treated as a 
never varying condition. 

The tenants of poverty's abodes, in the 
tia«k streets and alleys o^ our crowded 
^ties, who come under treatment at dis- 



pensaries and charity hospitals, present 
not all the same features as the well nour- 
ished citizen stricken in the midst of ao- 
tive business, owing to some sudden dis- 
turbance in the equilibrium of the drca- 
lation, determining a localized 'inflam- 
mation. 

Some depression of system from busi- 
ness worry and perhaps deprivation of 
sleep, oflen precedes the coming on of 
these latter cases, but there is seldom mal 
nutrition and assimilation to any great 
extent. 

Pneumonia with hepatitis, phthisis, 
typhoid fever, and typhoid states, are not 
precisely the same as the pneumonitis of 
traumatism or suppressea perspiration. 
Yet hospital reports put them forth to 
sustain a theory, and mass all these dis- 
similar forms together, as so many illus- 
trative cases, and when the majority re- 
cover, as they would under proper 
hygienic conditions and nursing alone, 
the advocates of the alcohol plan are ex- 
ultant in one hospital and those of the 
expectant ar^equally elated in another. 

One well marked case of double asthenic 
pneumonia with congestion in every part 
of both lungs, with a temperature reach- 
ing 106°, falling to 100° under ten grain 
doses of quinine every six hours, with 
forty or more respirations and a pulse df 
one hundred and thirty beats per minute, 
falling under six-drop doses of veratrum 
viride every four hours, to twenty respi- 
rations and a pulse of seventy-five or 
eighty, is worth more to me than scores 
of cases recorded without a minute state- 
ment of temperature, pulse, respirations, 
extent of pulmonic surface involved, etc. 
I have seen more than one such case, 
and they are the cases which, without 
controlling, generally die. 

Twenty years ago, before so much at- 
tention was paid to temperature in disease 
as now, and before it was generally con- 
ceded that quinine would lower the body 
heat, I saw such a case conducted to a 
safe and rapid recovery on veratrum viride 
alone. The veratrum treatment then 
made upon me a profoundly favorable 
impression which has not been eflaced by 



74 



SOUTHERN MEa>IOAL BBCORD. 



an extensive subsequent experientM. 

Veratrum viride timely And freely 
given in the congestive stage, with quinine 
and Dover's powder, have, in -my hands, 
many times, cut short the progress of 
pneumonia in its congestive stege. I have 
tried it in the field, in the hospital and in 
civil practice. 

A lar^ number of oases falling under 
observation in charity hospitals have gen- 
erally reached the stage of commencing 
hepatization in some part of the lung be- 
fore the patient's admission. I would not 
expect much from attempts at aborting 
the disease there. * 

When hepatization is somewhat ad- 
vanced or the suppurative stage has been 
reached, I am willing to compromise with 
the alcohol advocates on the champagne 
pro reraia. 

In the practical management of this 
disease it is not a never vaiying ^me- 
thing which we term pneumonia, that we 
are to manage, but it is the temperature, the 
pulse, the respiration, the pain and pul- 
monic oppression, together with the as- 
sault the disease is making on the vital 
stamina of the patient, that are to be re- 
garded, and these are to be considered 
according to their varying intensity in all 
forms and all stages of the disease. 

There are some extremely asthenic 
cases where stimulant quantities of alco- 
hol may do good. There are others where 
it does little harm, and others which, in 
spite of the hai^m it does, recover ; and 
there comes a stage of hepatization and 
suppuration in many cases when to with- 
hold milk punch or egg-nog would be 
homicidal. But after all, it is the pulse, 
the temperature, the respiration, the 
nutrition, the pangs, the cough, and the 
nervous shock that are to be controlled 
and regula'ed. The remedies which best 
regulate them are well known, and alco- 
hol, for that stage and kind of pneumonia 
when we might not trust the disease to 
nature and nursing, is not the remedy. 

The value of cups and poultices for the 
first stage, and of blisters for advanced 
second stage, of suitable expectorants and 
the benefit of a mercurial cathartic in the 



banning are oonceded. In my armj 
experienee, I am confident that I have- 
averted many a plearo-pneomonia by a 
brisk cathartic and quinine in full doee» 
during the day and fifteen or twen^ 
grains of Dovers powder at night, and I 
may say the same of copious hot whisky 
punch given, when on the march, in lieo 
of the Dover's powder. 

But when a typical sthenic pneumonia 
is fully establishea with a pulse above 120,. 
and forty respirations per minute and a 
temperature of 104° or 106°, who would 
think of alcohol then as the best remedy ?* 

If such cases recover under alcohol, it 
must be in spite of it. 

I like not the simile of the tired horse^ 
needing only alcoholic whip and spar 
applied to the excited oiganism. 

The fiiult is not in the stru^ling nag- 
— the heart, but in the driver — the ex* 
cited cardiac and vaso-motor nerve cen- 
tres responding abnormally to immediate 
and reflex irritation. 

Let us soothe, restrain and retard the 
animal, rather than goad him to in- 
creased exertion beyond his strength. 

Oelseminum and digitalis have an* 
swered well sometimes in my hands^ 
when the stomach has been irritated. 

I could not well dispense with opium, 
the valerianates, camphor, and the bro- 
mides, for their anodyne and hypnotie 
properties as adjuncts to the sheet anchors^ 
veratrum viride^ quinine and nutrients. 

I have found use also for Hoffmanns'' 
anodyne, spts. mendereri and nitre, the 
tinct. of gelseminum acting admirably 
with the two latter. Belladonna, hyos- 
cyamus, and the fluid extract of wild 
cherry have a minor place in my thera- 
peutic armamentariam. ' 

I have discarded chloral as an unsafe 
hypnotic, especially in the second and 
third stages of pneumonia. — St. Loui^ 
Medical Jouru'iL 

[As a stimulating expectorant and an« 
odynein these latter stages of pneumonia^ 
we have found the carbonate of amonia 
combined with morphine, in small doses^ 
oft repeated to answer the purpose. — Ed.] 
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THORACENTE8IS. 



ThS AbPIRATOR, THS TB(tCAB AND 
OaKULA, OB THS FH£B InGISION ? 

Bt Auunuiji Stap&m. M.D., of Wiboiia, Minn. 



The N^w York Record of January 6th 
contained an interesting and practical ar- 
ticle on thoracentesis, by Chas. W. Pack- 
ard, M.D., of New York. 

Dr. Packard gives .foar cases : First, 
that of a woman, aged 48, who had suf- 
fered with pleuritis ten days, and was 
dying from the immediate efiects of a 
krge pleuritic effusion. The fluid, which 
was serous (not purulent), was removed 
by aspiration. Ureat and immediate re- 
lief followed, and we are led to infer that 
leoovery took place. The second case 
was that of a young married woman of 
very stout habit, admitted to the hospital 
six weeks after being attacked with pleu- 
ritis. It is stated that, when first seen, 
the patient was in a " bad way ;'' was 
moderately cyanotic ; was constantly ex- 
pectorating pus in immense quantities. 
Sixty-four ounces of pus were orawn off 
by aspiration ; air rushed in through the 
opening that had been formed between 
the pleural cavity and the bronchial tubes, 
and pneumothorax took the place of the 
previous pyothorax. Moreover, the pus 
could not all be pumped out, and, al- 
though some temporary relief had been 
gain^, shortly the symptoms were aggra- 
vated, and septicsemia threatened. A 
free incision was now made, the pus drawn 
off, and the cavity washed out through a 
flexible rubber tube with a weak solution 
ofcarliolic acid. This treatment was 
continued f<>r a short time, and recovery 
resulted. The third case was that of a 
child, 7 years ol(), from whose chest nine 
ounces of pus were aspirated, and cure 
afterwards resulted in the case by the 
spontaneous evacuation of the pus through 
the lung and bronchial tubes. In the 
fourth case, a young man had been ill for 
two months. Seventy-two ounces of 
laudable pus was removed from the pleu- 
ral cavity by aspiration. The patient 



was relieved,, but in three or four weeks 
the pus had reaocumulated, and a free in* 
cision two inches long was made between 
the eighth and ninth ribs, and 100 ounces 
of pus were removed. The carboliaed 
solution was injected daily; treatment 
continued for several weeks, and recov* 
ery took place. 

The brief comments here submitted 
upon the excellent article of Dr. Pack- 
ard are for the purpose of getting light 
on the following practical questions : lu 
the operation of thoracentesis, shall we 
use the aspirator, according to Bowditoh^ 
or the trocar of Trousseau, or make 4he 
free incision with the bistoury? or, if 
different cases and conditions require dif- 
ferent operative treatment, then what, if 
any, general rule shall guide us ? 

Dr. Packard says : " If repeated ope- 
rations are necessary, it becomes a ques- 
tion whether aspiration should not give 
place to the operation by incision." 

'^ If the secretion of pus is itself de- 
creasing, and the constitutional disturb- 
ance is moderate, and especially in ft 
young subject, we have reason to hope for 
an ultimate cure by aspiration. If, on 
the other hand, the fMiin and constitution- 
al irritation. continue severe, and the pus 
rapidly reaccumulates, I think there is no* 
question that the pleural cavity should 
be opened by an incision large enough to 
admit of a ready evacuation, of its con- 
tents, and of the manipulations necessary 
in washing it out, if the pus should be of 
an irritating quality.'' 

Now, in place of the foregoing, I would 
ofier tl:e following amendment, making 
the line between the different operations 
to be more arbitrary, and as follows : If 
the contents of the pleural cavity is serum,. 
I would always aspirate ; but if it is pus,. 
I would always use as large a trocar and 
canula as possible, or make a free incis- 
ion with the knife, and then use the an- 
tiseptic wash, as described in the cases- 
given above. In most cases the aspira- 
tor may be first used to test the character 
eftheeilusion. With our pre-ent facili* 
ties^ for the antiseptic treatment of disease,. 
and for preventing infection in surgical 
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operations, we are able to more than com- 
pensate for any evil resulting from the 
admission of air into the suppurating 
pleural cavity. In fact, the operation 
for the relief of pyothorax should be per- 
formed as much for the purpose of disin- 
fecting the diseased cavity as for merely 
evacuating its contents. 

Again, on the question of the time for 
operative measures to be resorted to, Dr. 
Packard's article has the following : "The 
time for interference must differ with dif- 
fering cases. A latent pleuritic efiiision, 
the result of a low grade of inflammatory 
action, and containing very little fibrin, 
while all the more likely to degenerate 
into pus, will not make many or strong 
adhesions, and, in this respect, may safely 
be left for weeks.^ [Query — What is 
the advantage of leaving such a case for 
weeks ? Surely the risks of thus leaving 
it are greater than any incident to the 
early use of the aspirator ?] "But," says 
the article, " an acute pleurisy is a differ- 
ent thing, and I think three weeks is the 
outside of^ safety against the formation of 
permanent and disastrous adhesions.'^ 
[Query — Is it not well to avoid the out- 
side limits, and relieve the oppressed 
absorbents while their action, may yet be 
restored, and while the effusion is yet 
only serous in character?] As for evi- 
dence of the correctness of the views here 
given, both concerning the kind of ope- 
ration and the best time for operative in- 
terference, the reader is referred to the 
history of every case given in Dr. Pack- 
ard's article. I will add the brief notes 
of two cases, the history and results of 
which show the advantage of the use of 
the open canula and the antiseptic wash- 
ings in advanced pyothorax. 

I. A young man, 16 years old, the son 
of a farmer, presented himself for treat- 
ment in June, 1874, having ten weeks 
before sufferd from a severe attack of pleu- 
To-pneumonia, while at work in the woods 
away from home. There was emaciation, 
with great exhaustion^ dyspnoea, a rapid 
and feeble pulse, septicsBmia, swelling of 
the feet, and the physical signs of an 
immense accumulation of fluid in the 



right pleural cavity. ParaoentAsis was 
performed by means of an aspirator^ and 
five pints of feted pus drawn off, no air 
being allow^ to enter the cavity. The 
operation was repeated four times in four 
weeks, and an average of four pints drawn 
each time. At the second and fourth 
operation blood was mingled with the 
pus in the receiver of the aspirator. The 
blood was fresh and readily coagulated. 
Any attempt to exhaust the gas from the 
cavity, by continuing to work the aspi- 
rator after the pus nad ceased to flow, 
caused distress to. the patient, and a re- 
newal of the hemorrhage. Each opera- 
tion in a measure relieved the more ur- 
gent symptoms of dyspnoea and septicse- 
mia, but at the end of the month the pa- 
tient w^ unable to move in bed unaided, 
suffered from hectic, was extremely ema- 
ciated, and was evidently failing. I now 
adopted the plan of drawing the pus 
through a large canula without the aspi- 
rator, and of performing the operation as 
oflen as every second or third day, and, 
after a short time, every day, allowing 
each time the free ingress of air. A very 
weak solution of carbolic acid in warm 
water was used as an injection at each 
operation, a small quantity of the wash 
being thrown in, and this drawn off, and 
then another injection made until the 
fluid drawn was quite clean. The patient 
was kept up on wine, iron, and quinine, 
and upon animal food, consisting largely 
of wild game. From the time of the 
ehange of treatment from the use of the 
aspirator to that of the simple canula, and 
of the more frequent performance of the 
operation, with the use of the antiseptic 
wash, there was steady improvement in 
the condition of the patient, but recovery 
was slow, and the adhesions were such as 
never to allow the lung to expand to any 
considerable extent. 

At the end of eight months the thorax 
was an inch less in cireumference on this 
side at the level of the nipple than on the 
other side, and a line through the chest, 
from the nipple backwards to the lower 
angle of the scapula, is at least an inch 
shorter than the same on the other side. 
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Mj notes at this iime, eight months af- 
ter tlie Crst aspiratioD, state that the oan- 
mla is at present introduced morning and 
sight, and about three or four ounoes of 
pomlent serum drawn at eaoh time, A 
oarefui record of the amount of pus ob- 
tained, and which has varied in quantity 
at different times, has been kept, and the 
aggregate is upwards of 100 pints. Car- 
bolic acidy chlorate of potassa. port wine, 
tnd the permanganate of potassa have 
luccessivelj been used in the injections. 
Ood-Iiver oil, with the phosphate of lime, 
has been nven largely, together with 
quinine and the mineral acids. Three 
years and eight months have now passed, 
and there is yet a fistulous opening com- 
mnnicating with a small cavity. Of late 
a silver tube has been worn, allowing the 
slight discharge to take place constantly, 
and there is evidence of a more rapid 
diminution in the size of the cavity since 
the mainfenance of this constant drain- 
age. It is probable that an excision of a 
aeetion of the rtb at the place of the punc- 
ture, thereby allowing a more free and 
constant evacuation of the pus, would 
have hastened the process of cure. 

II. Dr. M. Hagan, of St. Paul, Minn., 
reports a case in which he performed 
thoracentesis in a man who had been at- 
tacked with pleuio-pnenmonia one month 
before. Two quarts of pus were drawn 
at the first operation with the trocar. A 
piece of gum elastic catheter was used as 
a permanent drainage-tube. After two 
or three days the cavity was washed out 
with the carbolic acid water, and several 
days after a weak solution of snlphate of 
sino was used as a wash alternately with 
the carbolic acid. 

At the end of six months the discharge 
was reduced to about a half ounce daily. 
In one year the patient had nearly recov- 
ttei, the lunp had expanded, but there 
was still a ilight discharge of purulent 
matter from a small pocket which seemed 
to be gradually closing. 

In the light of our exnerience it is fiiir 
to conclnde, first, that, if in these cases 
the aspirator conld have been used early, 
while eflusion was yet serous, many 



months of suffering and great risks to 
life would have been prevented; and,, 
second, that, in the late operation, only 
the free evacuation, permanent drainage, 
and antiseptic treatment were admissa- 
ble. — New York Medieal Secord. 



CASE OF SUCCESSFUL TRANS« 
FUSION RESORTED TO FOR 
SEVERE HEMORRHAGE AF- 
TER DELIVERY. 



By RoBBBT CoBT, Assistant Obstetric Physieira t» 

St. Thomas* Hospital; and Ghaslis GAMsaox, 

Residsnt Aoooueheur to ^e same hospital. 



On the afternoon of June 26th, Mr. 

Cameron was called to Mrs. S. L ,. 

on account of severe hemorrhage after 
delivery. She was thirtj-foar years of 
age, and had not previously borne chil- 
dren. It was ascertained thai she had 
been losing blood fer fourteen days pre- 
vious to the above date, that the labor 
had been natural, and that the child,, 
which was living, had been born one 
hour and a half before his arrival. He 
found that hemorrhage was still going on^ 
and that the placenta was adherent to the 
fundus and anterior suriaoe of the uterus. 
Th^ woman was in a state of collapse, 
the pulse was scarcely perceptible at the 
wrists, the fiice and lips were blanched^ 
and the extremities cold. Mr. Cameron 
removed the placenta as quickly as possi- 
ble, but' much blood was lost while this 
was being done, and the uterus did not 
contract afterwards* Some liquor ferri 
perchleridi fortior diluted (1 vol. to 4 vols, 
of water) waa( accordingly at once injected* 
This immediately arrested the hemor- 
rhage. Hot-water bottles were then ap- 
plira to the feet, two brandy enemata in-, 
jected, and Dr. Cory sent for to perform 
transfusion. 

On seeing the patient, Dr. Cory de- 
termined at ODce to have reoourse to the 
operation. The woman was now quite 
unconscious, and kept throwing her arms 
from side to side. Dr. Bonssel's ftPPA* 
ratos was at hand at the hospital. Tnis 
was obtained without delay, and Mr. 
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G&meroQ oflered his blood. The cap of 
the instrument was applied over his left 
radial vein ; then the left radial vein of 
the woman was opened, but this was 
fonnd too small to admit the cannula for 
a sufficient distance without splitting. 
Accordingly the right median basilic was 
substituted; this was of ample sice. 
When all was ready, Mr. Cameron's vein 
was pricked. The blood flowed readily, 
and filled the injecting ball rapidly, so 
that in a very short time ten ounces of 
blood had passed. At this point the in- 
jecting ball began to leak,"*" and as it was 
feared air might thus be admitted, the 
operation was discontinued. Immediate- 
ly on the passage of the blood the woman 
seemed to revive, and at the close of the 
operation was evidently better. The 
color had returned to her face and lips, 
and the pulse, before imperceptil^le, was 
DOW evident. On leaving the house half 
an hour after this, the woman seemed 
much better, but not long afterwards Mr. 
Cameron was again sent for, and found 
her with livid fiice, restle-s and collapsed, 
although there had been no fresh hemor- 
rhage. Brandy was administered by the 
mouth, and hot-water bottles kept to the 
feet. 

On June 27th, at 1 a.m., her extremi- 
ties were warm, she was perfectly con- 
scious, put her tongue out when asked, 
and said she had no pain except in her 
head. Temperature SLS"" C. Taking 
iced milk and brandy as nourishment. 
Respiration normal. At 11 a.m. she 
spoke, and seemed quite rational ; said, 
in answer to questions, that she was 34, 
and had been marrif d about a year, and 
that her child was a girl; she moreover 
stated that she remembered nothing of 
what had taken place the day before, af- 
ter her delivery, until the evening. The 
temperature was 37.2^ C. The urine, as 

*0a examining the instrument aftervrards, it 
was asoertain^d that the india*rubber of which 
the iiyeoting baU was made was oraoked for a oon. 
siderable portion of its oiroumfereace at its junc- 
tion with the mountings. There can be no doubt 
that this was due to a defect in the indiambber 
which had been overlooked. In other respects no 
Instrument could ha?e done its work better. 



drawn with the catheter; was of a very 
dark color, but contained no albamen. 

28th. — Complained of great pain in 
the head. 

29th. — ^There was no evidence of milk 
in the breasts ; the discharge from the 
uterus was very ofiensive, and there was 
tenderness over the abdomen on preasare. 
The vagina for the next four days was 
washed out sometimes with a weak solu- 
tion of carbolic acid and sometimes with 
Condy's fluid. 

30th. — ^The abdomen was still more 
tender on pressure ; tongue clean ; pulse 
120; temperature 29.1 "^ G. The urine 
continued of a high color, but contained 
no albumen. 

July 1st — ^Very much better. Asked 
to be allowed to take solid food, as she 
said she was very hungry. 

From this date she steadily improved 
and left her bed on the 5th of July, onlj 
ten days after her labor. 

The incision in the skin of the woman's 
right arm healed up directly ; that in the 
left arm is not qnite healed, but nearly 
so. 

Mr. Cameron felt no inconvenience 
further than a feeling of want of energy 
for the following few days. A diffuse 
eochymosis appeared on his forearm, bat 
this was of no real moment. — L(mdon 
Lancet. 



CHLORAL HYDRATE. 



A Local Antiseptic and Disiwpbot- 

ANT IN PUEBPEEAL DISEASES. 



Bt J. A. Labsabii, 

Professor of DiseMes of Women aad Childrea, 
Hospiul Medioal College. 



Widely different views are entertained 
concerning the contagiousness of so-called 
puerperal fever. Not more united are 
the ideas advanced in regard to treatment. 
Great medical talent and acknowledged 
skill have been arraigned upon either 
side. In regard to the contagious or in- 
fectious nature of the disease, these op- 
posing opinions come alike from men 
whose eminence in the profession and in 
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society entitles them to respect An ex- 
haostive paper, then, upon this subject 
would simply contain that which should 
be found in every doctor's library. The 
one great thing in which the community, 
no less than the physician, is interested, 
18 oar ability to prevent puerperal peri* 
teoitis, or stay its progress. 

I have several times called the atten- 
tion of the profession to the disinfectant, 
deodorizing, and antiseptic properties of 
chloral hydrate. (See '' Virginia Medical 
Monthly and Transactions of Medico- 
Obirurgical Society.) Recently, however, 
I- have had an opportunity to observe 
these properties exerted under most unfa- 
vorable circumstances. At the time I 
took medical charge of the Forest Hill 
Lying-in Hospital, there had been four 
deaths, in a period of a few days, from 
puerperal fever, being, as I believe, peri- 
tonitis of the septic form. Everything 
was in disorder and confusion. Carbolic 
acid perfumed the place ; it was used for 
everything — lotions, washes, etc. — ^under 
the prevalent but mistaken idea of its an- 
tiseptic properties. I immediately sub- 
fltitated chloral water, directing that in 
each delivery it should be well used. 
Thirty-nine deliveries have been accom- 
plished since that time without any un- 
toward result. The immediate efiects of 
the irrigation or lotion are desciibed by 
the patients as cooling and pleasant. 
' In all accouchmeuts, whether liable to 
contagion from without or not, there exist 
the necessary conditions within the uterus 
and vagina for setting up septic poisoning 
de n&vo. There is^ in all cases, an odor 
to the lochia plainly discernible at the end 
of the first twenty -four hours. If this 
oondition remaids uncorrected, and the 
ourse neglects to attend to her duties, 
there is great danger of septic poisoning. 
A solution of chloral of mild strength in 
water, and by means of the douche or 
fountain syringe, removes at once, not 
only the odor, but, I am fully satisfied, 
destroys the noxious influence of such 
poison. Carbolic acid, although it has 
been much lauded, is, in my iudgment, 
over-estimated, is entirely UBreltabTe, and 



merely substitutes its own odor for that 
of the disease. — Med. News. 



GUfiJUN BALSAM IN OONOBBHIEA. 

M. Vidal {Journal de Medeoinej Decern- 
fter, 1877) is the first in France who has 
studied the applications of this new rem- 
edy, whose remarkable properties will 
certainly bring it into use speedily. It is 
obtained from several resinous trees in the 
Indian Archipelago, is very abundant, 
and the price is moderate. 

Guijun balsam has been -successfully 
employed for leprosy by several English 

Chysiciaus in India, and Yidal has also 
ad good results from its use in the 
HopUal Saint Louis, But it is especially 
in gonorrhoea that it renders the greatest 
service. M. Deval, a student of Vidal, 
gives ten cases as proof of its value, and 
his testimony is corroborated by Maurice 
and others. The duration of treatment 
varied from ten to twenty days, the dura- 
tion being shorter in proportion as the 
patient had passed the inflammatory stage. 
Vidal's formula is : 

R. — Gaijun balsam (wood oil). 

Acaoia aa. 4 grammes. 

Infaston of anise seed 40 grammes . 

To be taken before meals. It was not 
necessary to increase the dose, which is 
perfectly well tolerated, the only efllect 
being to cause one or two stools two hours 
after the meal. When the dose was in- 
creased, no more than eight grammes 
were given. Sometimes, at first a little 
nausea was produced, but this speedily 
disappeared. Vidal gives a little wine 
after the potion, which makes it better 
tolerated. No change in diet is necessary. 
Besides the potion, a liniment of equal 
parts of the balsam and lime water, ap- 
plied by means of tampons, was used in 
women with vaginitis ; the tampons were 
left in the vagina twenty-four hours. A 
cure was always rapid in women. Its 
advantages over copaiba are its more 
rapid and certain action ; it does not pro* 
duce erythema, and it does not give to 
the breath the tell-tale odo^ of copaiba. 
Its local action in vaginitis and balanitis 
is also excellent. — Chicago Med, Ex, 
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Abstracts and Olbaninos. 



GA8E8 OF VARIOOSE VEINS. 

Cass 1. F M , a German^ 

aged 36 years, of large frame, weighing 
about 220 poands, called at my office 
February 13, 1868, to consult me in re- 
gard to an amputation of his left leg on 
account of a varicosed condition of the 
superficial veins of that leg. 

On examination of the limb I ^ound 
the superficial veins below the knee very 
much dilated and tortuous, the tension 
and weigh! of which caused great pain 
and suffering. The external saphena was 
dilated to almost an inch in diameter, 
while the superficial veins of the thigh 
also presented a dilated, tortuous, and 
sacculated appearance. 

At about the union of the middle and 
lower thirds of the tibia and fibula I 
found a large, foul ulcer, with numerous 
•mailer ones around the joint below. 
These ulcers had been open for four or 
five years ; the oedema of the limb was 
well marked, and the course of the veins 
was much inflamed. During this time 
many remedies^ had been used, but the 
ulcers had persistently refused to heal. 

My patient informed me that about 
twenty days before he came to me, the 
large ulcer had commenced bleeding, and 
the haemorrhage had been so severe that 
it was with great difficulty it was stopped 
bv the application of cold and compresses. 
The veins of the opposite limb were very 
much diseased, with some small ulcers 
around the ankle joint, but as yet had 
not troubled him as severely as those in 
the other limb, although the 1^ was in a 
verv bad condition. 

I did not deem it necessary to amputate, 
and therefore advised him to wait and 
give me time to investigate the matter 
and determine, if possible, the best mode 
of procedure in bis particular case. In re- 
ferring to OroisB', Erichson's and Druitt's 
works on surgery I found bat little dif- 



ference of opinion expressed by those high 
authorities in regard to the statement of 
such cases; each recommending the re- 
moval of a part of the vein, pin ligature, 
cautery, etc., for permanent relief. Know^- 
ing that the object of any operation waa 
the obliteration of the vein, and that any 
procedure was attended with more or less 
danger on account of the formation of 
clots, I at once resolved to try the hypo* 
dermic injection of sol. of persulphate of 
iron. 

Accordingly, on the 14th, after apply- 
ing a tourniquet above the point where I 
wished to operate, and having my esteem- 
ed friend, Dr. Woolley, make firm pres- 
sure below, I proceeded to inject about 
30 drops of the remedy above named into 
the external saphena about its middle* 
With the pressure continued, in about 
five minutes I found to my great satis&o- 
tion that a firm, hard clot had formed, 
which was immovable and unyielding. 1 
now made the same preparation and pnK 
ceeded to operate upon the right leg. 
This, however, was not so satisfactory. 
My syrinse had become so corroded with 
the medicine that it was with great diffi- 
culty that I forced a very few drops into 
the vein. The introduction of the reme- 
dy into the vein caused quite extensive 
inflammation along the course of all the 
veins, but not sufficient to cause alarm or 
demand any treatment whatever. The 
ulcers I dressed with carbolic add, one 
part to fif^n parts of glycerine and 
¥rater. 

With this treatment upon my pari I 
left the case in the hands of nature for « 
cure. On the 5th day of March follow- 
ing, everv ulcer on the left leg was entire- 
ly healed, the veins reduced, and, as mj 
patient expressed it, the leg was as good 
as ever. 

The right leg, on account of the fiiilure 
of the flnai operation, had improved but 
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little, if any ; therefore^ od the 6th day 
of March I repeated the operation as be* 
ibre, and in the course of about seventeen 
days this leg was permanently cured. 

Case 2. Gr M , American, 

aged 22 years^ also large and powerfully 
built, a uirmer by occupation, called on 
me June 10th, 1875, to be treated for 
some '^sores/' (as he called them) on his 
right 1^, which had been troubling him 
more or less for five years. On ezamina- 
tioo I found a case almost precisely like 
the first, excepting that the diseased con* 
dition did not exiend above the knee, 
and there had been no haemorrhage. 

In this case, although the patient was 
a man of extraordinary nerve and will, 
vet at times ke hi^d been confined (o his 
bed with pain and sufiering. This being 
the sixth case which I had treated by this 
method, I explained to him the opera- 
tion, and also the danger attending it, but 
he expressed himself willing to submit to 
any operation which would promise any 
chance for relief, as he was tired of living 
if he must continue to sufier as he had 
done fi>r years past. 

With this understanding I prepared to 
operate at once, and proceed as in the 
case above reported, assisted by Dr. M. 
A« Hendryx, of this city (then a partner 
of mine in practice). I injected about 
<Mie-half of a arachm of the solution at two 
different points, and watched the forma- 
tion of clots, which took place in a very 
short time. Immediately after the opera- 
tion he rode to his home, about four 
milea firom the city. I heard nothing 
more firom the case until the third day, 
when I was summoned in great haste to 
visit him. I confess I was somewhat 
alarmed by the hasty sunimons, knowing, 
as I did, the danger of the formation of a 
doty which, if it passed through the ves- 
sels and reached the heart, might cause 
serious trouble if not instant death. I 
was much relieved oh arriving at the 
bedside of my patient and finding that he 
had had a severe chill, which alarmed 
him and his friends. About four hours 
after he left; my office on the dav of the 
operation, he was attacked with severe 
2 



pain in the limbs, which began swelhng 
quite rapidly, and on this, the third day, 
he had a severe chill, followed by a high 
grade of fever. — Dk. F. B. Wood, in 
Detroit Med, Jour, 



BACTERIA, AND WHAT WILL KILL THEM. 

In the Ohcular of January last was an 
article upon "Bacteria," by Prof. Tyndal, 
which presented a remarkable view of 
that microscopic vegetable in the produc- 
tion of the phenomena of fermentation. 
Below we present a short communication 
that appeared recently in the New York 
Times, which shows their wonderful te* 
nacity of 'life, and what will not and 
what may destroy their life. 

One of the most active and dangerous 
forms of bacteria, the micrococcus, . is 
about the ghape of the head of a small 
pin; or, rather, when magnified 800 
times, it looks like this : o o o o o. 
Another, the true bacteria, or rod-like 
particles, are about the following size and 
shape : <» «» 

But the principal point is to find oat 
what substances or medicines will destrov 
them. Quinine will not, for bacteria will 
live and flourish <m a solution of twenty 
grains to two drachms of fluid. Nor will 
camphor, for they live on a solution of 
thirty grains in two teaspooniuls of fluid. 
For five days they were seen swimmine 
about among the pieces of camphor, and 
increasing immensely in numbers. Ten 
drops of carbolic acid in two drachms of 
fluid will not kill them. They also flour* 
ish in a solution of tar, and will swim 
about for six or more days between parti- 
cles of ten grains of calomel in two tea- 
spoonfuls of fluid. One drachm of laud- 
anum in two teaspoonfuls of fluid filled 
with bacteria will only commence to be- 
numb and kill them at the end of six 
days. 

They lived for ten days in a solution 
of tincture of nux vomica in two drachma 
of bacteria fluid. Tannin is the first 
remedy whieh has a decidedly destroying 
efiect upon them. It will' kill them in 
two hours ; and although they will come 
to Hie again after being firozen in ice, and 



82 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



boiled in hot water, yet they will not do 
this after tannin is applied. Chloroform 
seems to kill them^ but they will come to 
life again. They will live in a solution 
of one drachm of chloral in two of water. 
A concentrated solution of copperas, or 
sulphate of iron, will kill them ; also 
chlorine water, and dilute muriatic, sul- 
phuric and nitric acids. We may draw 
the inferences that quinine, calomel and 
carbolic acid are useless in diphtheria. 
That opium, nux vomica, chloroform and 
chloral are comparatively so; and that 
tannin, sulphate of iron, chlorate of pot- 
ash, chlorine water, and dilute mineral 
acids may prove the only really useful 
remedies. — The DruggM Circular and 
Chemical GazeUe. 



ACUTE CATABRH OF THE MIDDLE EAR, 
CAUSED BY SNUFFING WATER UP THE 

NOSTRILS. 

No further proof is needed of the dan- 
ger of introducing fluids into the nostrils, 
and the following case is reported only 
because its features are so clearly marked. 
The &ct that the patient had already lost 
the function of one ear in a similar way 
gives additional value to his testimony. 
The use of the nasal douche and its mod- 
ifications has been much debated, and is 
still a question of controversy. It is 
freely granted that it may be used by 
the surgeon himself upon hundreds of 
eases without harm, as has been shown 
in a reoeut paper by Cassells. The only 
point ever sought to be established by 
the writer is that this therapeutic meas- 
ure cannot be safely entrusted to patients. 
The very best of them areoflen incompe- 
tent to remember and carry out the va- 
rious '' precautions '' given them, and, in 
this sense, it is impossible always to tell 
before-hand that your case is a '' proper'' 
one to be allowed to apply the remedy 
for himself. Moreover, in some cases, 
harm has certainly resulted where every 
direction was followed by the patient, 
and even where the operator was an educa- 
ted physician. Thusacertian small per- 
centage are constantly suffering injury, 
which to one placing a high value upon 



an ear, is not compensated for by all the 
advantages which this treatment of 
naso-pharyngeal catarrh is supposed to 
offer. 

Mr. F. was snuffing water up his nose 
on account of nasal catarrh, and, while 
blowing it out again, he ^| felt a drop en- 
ter the right ear.^' Had pain in that ear 
immediately (this was at noon,) which 
increased in severity, and at midnight 
was unbearable. Took large doses of 
morphine with only partial relief. Next 
morning he applied for advice, and was 
found to be suffering great pain, with some 
fever. The right auditory canal was red 
and swollen at the bottom, and the drum- 
head very red and somewhat bulged oat- 
wards. H. D. was ^. A paracentesis 
of the drumhead was made at once, and 
the hot douche ordered to be used every 
hour. Immediately afler the operation 
the pain disappeared, and did not return 
until five days later, when it was relieved 
by leeching. Under the usual treatment 
the inflammation subsided, and the hear- 
ing was restored. The water which was 
used in the nostrils was cool and not 
medicated. 

Four years ago this patient felt water 
enter his left ear while usin^ the nasal- 
douche, and had acute catarrh of that ear, 
followed by suppuration and deafness. 
The H. D. on that side was ^, and the 
drumhead was cicatricial. 



RAISING THE ARM IN EPISTAXIS. 

Having tried this plan on one or two 
occasions effectually, I naturally sought 
for an explanation of the success of a 
method apparently so empirical. The 
reason of it at length appeared to me both 
simple and interesting. It was this : In 
holding the arms up above the head — for 
in many cases I did both — the scapulsB 
are elevated and rotated outwards, and by 
this means, extension is made upon the 
ribs by the serrati magni muscles; the 
chest, thus expanded, causes an increased 
flow of blood from, the venous or right 
side of the heart to the lungs, and pro 
tanto from the head, and a temporary or 
partial stasis or diminished flow of blood 
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to the left or arterial side of the heart, 
thus redacing the vi» a tergo, and allow- 
ing to 8Qch extent, therefore, time for the 
blood to coagulate in the vessels of the 



This explanation was confirmed bj an 
^observation which just reverses the con- 
dition of things. A patient came to me 
sufiering from occasional attacks of hsem- 
optysid, and spontaneously remarked 
^ that it was sometimes brought about by 
raising his arms above his head, as in re- 
moving anything from a shelf or other- 
wise.'' This statement beautifully fitted i 
in with my views, and struck me at once 
as a remarkable confirmation of what 
before might be taken only for a possible 
or plausible explanation. — R. W. Ellis, 
in The Zoned, Nov. 17, 1877. 

CHLOEOFORM HALLUCINATION. 

Dr. Folsom, in the Medical and Sur- 
gioal Reporter^ says : I saw in the Medi- 
col and Swrgical Reporter, of December 
29th, 1877, the report of a case of chlor- 
oform hallucination. The following is 
my experience in the same line: In 1854, 
a clergyman's sister came to my office for 
the purpose of taking ether and having 
a tooth extracted, and brought her broth- 
er's wife with her. I b^an to adminis- 
ter the ether to the patient, and whilst 
renewing it she got away from me, and 
seemed alarmed and ofiended. I did not 
attempt to compel her to breathe any 
more ether, but urged her to take it, and 
so also did ^ her brother's wife, but she 
would not take any more. She had the 
impression, so her brother told me, that 
1 attempted to violate her, and that his 
wife assisted me. It was a long time 
afterward before she would fully give up 
that she was mistaken in the matter. 

Portsmouth, N. U., Jan. 1, 1878. 



ACTION OP PILOCARPIN ON THE EYE. 

M'« Galezowski, in a communication to 
the Soeiete de Biologie, narrated the tesults 
of the trials he bad made on the eye with 
pilocarpin, the active principle of jabo- 
randi. These show it to be possessed of 
powerfiil myotic powers. One drop of a 



mixture, consisting of ten parts of water 
and one-fifth of a part of pilocarpin, in- 
stilled into an eye, the subject of para- 
lytic mydriasis, gives rise to such a con- 
traction of the pupil that at the end of 
half an hour, this measures scarcely a 
millimetre in diameter, the contraction 
continuing for from five to eight hours. 
This result has been verified upon a great 
number of patients, so that it may be now 
stated that pilocarpin possesses myotic 
powers as active as those of eserine, while 
it does not excite irritation like that sub- 
stance, the prolonged employment of 
which may give rise to peri-orbital pains, 
intense conjunctivitis, and great nausea. 
M. Galippe observed that the experiments 
which he and M. Bochefontaine had ma e 
were attended by precisely the same re- 
sults as those described by M. Galezows- 
ki. — Gaz. dea Hop. — Med. limes and Oor- 
zdie. 



THE PANCREAS IN DIABETFS. 

M. Lancereau laid before the Academie 
de Medicine some specimens exhibiting 
extensive lesions of the pancreas in sub- 
jects of diabetes, and having related the 
histories of the cases whence they were 
derived, and referring to cases already on 
record, went on to say that it was thus 
evident that^ at least in some cases, dia- 
betes is accompanied by great alterations 
in this organ. In these cases the progress 
of the disease has been relatively rapid, 
and has been attended by polyphagia, 
polydipsia, excessive emaciation, and 
abundant glycosuria— in fact, by all the 
characteristics of saccharine diabetes. So, 
also, animals from which the pancreas 
has been removed, became voracious and 
rapidly emaciated, and die very quickly. 
There would seem, therefore, to be no 
doubt that there is a casual relation be- 
tween these changes in the pancreas and 
the disease in question. This form of 
disease may be distinguished by the rela- 
tively rapid occurrence of emaciation 
with polyphagy and polydipsia and by 
the peculiar character of the alvine evac- 
uations. Its prognosis is most unfavora- 
ble; the indication for the treatment 
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consists in sappressin^ alimeotarj sub- 
stances that are digested by the pancreatic 
JQice^ in favor of those which undergo 
digestion in the stomach. — Oaz, des Hop, 

H0B8E FLESH. 

During the first six months of 1877^ 
the Batchers, who deal in this commod- 
ity in Paris^ have delivered to consump- 
tion 6,283 horses, donkeys, and mules, 
which furnished 969,730 kilos of meat 
(net). During the corresponding period 
of 1 876, the number of these animals was 
4,422, which gave 803,600 kilos. The 
increase is, therefore, of a marked charac- 
ter. The persons who endeavored to 
popularize the use of horse flesh affirm 
that it is more wholesome and more nour- 
ishing than beef, although often not quite 
so agreeable. Paris contains mere than 
fifty butchers' shops specially devoted to 
this article. A very good pot-au-feu may 
be made with the inferior morsels at the 
prioe of twenty-five centimes and thirty 
centimes per pound. The choicest pieces — 
fillet, undercut, ete. — are much higher in 
their cost. — London Veterinary Joumcd. 

1MFLI7BNCE OF IRON MIXED WITH FOOD 

ON THE BLOOD. 

Nasse fed a dog weighing about seven- 
teen and two-thirds pounds,during eighty- 
seven days, with bread and potatoes, giv- 
ing at the same time, for twenty-five 
days, fifteen and a half grains of lactate 
of iion daily, and for the remaining six- 
two days eighteen and a half grains of 
oxide of iron each day ; the dose in each 
case being mixed with about six-sevenths 
of an ounce of fat. The weight of the 
animal increased by more than 2 pounds. 
The specific gravity of the blood rose 
from 1062 to 1060.8 ; that of the serum 
remained nearly nnohanged. The amount 
of iron in the blood increased from 0.477 
per mile to 0.766. The increase of the 
solid constituents depended solely on that 
of the blood corpuscles. The amount of 
iron in the blooa rose r^ularly. In con- 
elusion, the author expresses his belief 
that it is productive of the most fruitful 
•-results. — British Med. Jour. 



A CURIOUS DISOOVEBT IF A REAL ONS. 

According to the London Sanitary 
Beeord, " Dr. Tschamer, of Gratz ha» 
discovered that a fungus grows upon the 
skins of apples and oranges, precisely sim- 
ilar to the fungus which forms the peoa» 
liar germs of infection in whooping» 
cough. He writes that on oranges and 
apples which have been kept some time 
may be found dark brown and black 
specks, which^ when scraped off, appears 
as a damp powder. Under the micro-- 
scope this powder is seen to consist of 
the spores of a fungus, identical witb 
those of the whooping-<M>ngh. Taking* 
two of these specks from the skin of an 
orange. Dr. Tsehamer introduced then* 
by a strong inhalation into his lungs» 
The next day tickling of the throat be» 
gan, which gradually increased, until^ at 
jthe eighth day, a thoroughly developed 
whooping-cough set in. Should the dis- 
covery be confirmed, there is an addition- 
al reason to see that children abstain fron^ 
eating apples with the skin on, and Srom 
chewing oran^ peel, which many are so 
fond of doing.'' — Bciton JoiumalofChm^ 
iatry. 

TREATMENT OF SCARLATINA. 

In the New York Academy of Medi- 
cine, Dr. Thompson said : 

Probably in the majority of cases of 
death from scarlet fever, death waa due to 
true septicaemia, rather than to poisoning 
by the specific agent of the disease. Bro* 
mine being far more powerful as an anti- 
septic than chlorine, was used both locals 
ly and internally in the treatment of 
diphtheria. Although the doctor had not 
much reason to think that the chlorine 
treatment was not as suecessfiil as possi* 
ble perhaps in the treatment of scarlet 
fever, yet he bad of late relied upon the 
use of bromine. Since he had adopted 
its use he had not seen cases of lymphan* 
gitis, and there was a full concurrence in 
the remarks of Dr. Smith, to the effect 
that the throat complication, the swelling 
of the glands about the neck, etc., had 
been much less frequent since the internal 
as well as the external use of anlisepties.. 
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The manner of uaing the bromine was 
4M follows: Dr. J. Lawrence Smith's 
eolation was employed, consisting first of 
41 aaturated solution of bromide of potas- 
•siam in water oz. ij^ to that oz. i. of bro- 
mine was added very slowly, shaking the 
water constantly while making the com- 
Unation. It was better to add half of 
the bromine firsts and then let the bottle 
«tand for half an honror more before the 
reoiainder was added. \Vhen the bro- 
mine was dissolved in that manner^ the 
bottle was to be filled with water until a 
Jimr otmoe mixture was made. The solu- 
tion thus prepared could be again pre- 
pared for administration by combining it 
with water in any proportion desired. 

For internal administration dr. i. of the 
itolution to oz. i. of water was used, and 
^f that ateaspoonful was given in a ta^le- 
:8poonful of sweetened water p. r. u. The 
solution should be kept in a dark place. 
As a local application, equal parts of the 
solution and glycerine could be employed, 
pr in serious cases, the solution eould be 
applied elear. The odor of diphtheria 
was entirely destroyed by the bromine 
Nation. 

With sudden onsets of the disease and 
A temperature rising rapidly to 104^ — 
105 or 106^ — wrap the child in warm 
blankets and apply douche to the head. 
Also when the temperature reached 104° 
ihe oold, wet pack was recommended 
with the statement that he had never seen 
any harm follow its use. 

The cold bath was not recommended ; 
the oold wet pack was believed to be all 
that was necessary. Take a sheet, wring 
it from water at the ordinary tempera- 
tare, wrap the child in it, and over that 
lay one wrung from ice water. The 
prompt manner in which patients had 
improved under such management had 
led him to regard the wet pack as one of 
the great therapeutic resources for that 
^olass of cases. 

. From the very commencement of the 
disease the body should be oiled over 
ihree times a day. One reason was be- 
cause it was the most effectual means of 
relieving the itching of the skin and the 



excessive restlessness of the patient. 
Another reason was beoaiise it was truly 
antipyretic^it reduced the temperature. 
Another reason was because of the dose 
sympathy existing between the skin and 
kidneys ; the oiling kept the glands of 
the skin in an active condition. — N. Y. 
Med, Record* 



AMPUTATION BY LIGATURE. 

Dr. Bitot {Lt Frogres Medicaly Decem- 
ber 16, 1877) advocates the use of the lig* 
ature in certain cases of amputation of 
limbs. The bones, as well as the soft 
parts, may be thus divided. Disarticu- 
lation is accomplished more rapidly than 
amputation in the continuity of the bones. 
So long as the epiphyses are not united, 
separation of the limb at the point of 
junction with the diaphysis is easily ac- 
complished — a less dangerous operation 
than disarticulation. 

Of course, the ligature is not expected 
to replace the knife in ordinary cases, but 
cases do occur in which the patient abso- 
lutely refuses the latter. In such cases, 
the practitioner will be glad to have an- 
other means at his command, however de- 
fective it may be. Dr. Bitot relates an 
instructive case, which will be followed 
by others. The case was that of a man 
born in 1811 : 

In 1851, he had a fall from a horse, in 
which the right knee was seriously con- 
tused. This was followed by great pain 
and stiffness of the joint. In 1864, a 
small tumor was noted in the articula- 
tion, which did not yield to ordinary 
treatment. The tumor enlarged, and was 
finally pronounced to be malignant. Am- 
putation of ti;e thigh was advised, and 
the operation performed in November, 
1857. The disease returned in the sump, 
following a severe injury, eight years af- 
terwards. The patient absolutely refused 
re-amputation. The growth was of fun- 
gous character, and alarming hemorrhages 
occurred on several occasions. In No- 
vember, 1866, more abundant hemorrhage 
occurred. This was arrested by passing 
a new cord, of the diameter of an ordin- 
ary pencil, around the stump about aa 
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inch above the growth. This was made 
tight enough to arrest the circulation be- 
low it ; ice was applied, which arrested 
the pain caused by the pressure of the 
ligature, and, at the same time, (lept the 
latter soft, and facilitated its passage 
through the tissues. The cord was tight- 
ened from time to time; thus it sank 
deeper into the flesh, aud was followed by 
cicatricial tissue. At the end of fifty- 
seyen days, the diseased mass was removed 
with the knife and scissors, ven^ slight 
bleeding occurring. In eight days, the 
patient was up, and has remained in per- 
fect health ever since. During the course 
of treatment, and for three years after- 
wards, the patient took twenty-five or 
thirty drops of perchloride of iron in 
sweetened water, in three doses daily. — 
8t. Lcmia Omioal BecorcL 



THE ICE WATER TREATMENT OF CROUP. 

A physician — Dr. Maunsell, of York- 
shire — urges the treatment of croup ac- 
cording to this method in the BrUXsk Med- 
ical Journal, He illustrates it with this 
case: 

I was called upon to visit a boy, eight 
years of age, sufiering from " croup," or, 
to adopt our nomenclature, ^^ acute lar- 
yngo-tracheitis, with * croupous' respira- 
tion." He had been at school the day 
previous, though slightly ailing, but had 
gradually become worse. I had come 
provided with an emetic mixture of sul- 
phate of zinc and ipecacuanha wine. This 
was administered twice, at intervals of 
ten minutes, until vomiting was produced. 
A bladder had been provided, and, being 
oonveniently filled with ice-cold water, 
was applied to the throat ard upper part 
of the chest, kept in position well under 
the chin — the child, of course, being in 
the prone posture. The child, who nat- 
urally objected at first to the cold, became 
quieter, and, in a short time, fell appar- 
ently into a doze. The respiration, which 
had been harsh and crowing, gradually 
became less so ; the cough lost somewhat 
its singing sound, and the skin, which 
had been hot and dry, became cool and 
moist. I remained for two hours in the 



house, and when I left, I gave instruo- 
tions that a large, warm poultice was to 
be applied for an hour in place of the 
bladder, and then the iced water to be 
again applied, alternating so each hour 
until my return. In about ten hours, I 
came back and found everything pro- 
gressing favorably. The child is now 
well, and I believe the result might have 
been very different; at any rate, the 
chances of recovery much diminished, bad 
that treatment not been adopted. — Jfect 
and 8vrg. Reporter, 

HOW TO INTRODUCE THE HYPODERMIC 

NEEDLE. 

Dr. S. J. Allen, of White River Junc- 
tion, Vt, writes : Placing the palm ot 
the left hand beneath the patient's arm 
or leg, with the thumb and fingers draw 
the skin tight over the upper aspects of 
the limb, in which state you have an un- 
yielding integument. Then holding the 
instrument with the thumb and index 
finger of the right hand, place the bev* 
elled side of the point upon the place yoctf 
have selected at a proper angle with the 
surface; then, with a quick forward 
movement of the thumb and index fin- 
ger only, keeping the hand immovable, 
thrust the point through the skin inte 
the subcutaneous tissue. This maneuver, 
if doi^e Quickly, will inflict little if any 
pain, ana the patient will thank you, es- 
pecially if he has been previously sub- 
jected to the almost universal method of 
pinching up a fold of int^ument for the 
puncture. — Med, Record, 

THE BLOOD IN DIPHTHERIA. 

MM. Bouchutt and Dubrisay commu- 
nicated to the Paris Academy of Science 
{Ixmdon Med, Record) the results of the 
counting of the blood-corpuscles in diph- 
theria. The numerations were made by 
Hayem's process ; and the writer proved 
that in diphtheritic angina the number of 
white corpuscles is considerably aug* 
mented, whilst that of the red corpuscles 
is diminished. The increase of the white 
corpuscles vary directly with the gravity 
of the disease. — Clinic. 
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Friday Evening, March 1. 

President 6. G. Crawford in the chair. 

Dr. E. J. Roach reported two cases of 
diphtheria in infants — twins — both af- 
fected with the characteristic symptoms 
of diphtheria, and one of them had symp^ 
toms of pneumonia in left lung. Both 
recovered under the use of the chlorine 
muBture. This mixture is prepared as 
follows : 

R. — PotMssB ohloratis dr. i. 

Aoidi muriatis. 

Aqan aa. oi. i. 

M. 

From two to eight drops of this to a 
tablespoonful of water may be given every 
two hours. For children, proportionately 
weaker and smaller doses should be used, 
and may be sweetened with syrup. 

Dr. J, J. Knott said that, in 1865, he 
had published an .article on diphtheria 
relative to the efficiency of creasote as a 
remedy locally applied. He had used 
this remedy as far back as 1862. He 
used a solution of one drachm of creasote 
to one ounce of mucilage. Often, one 
sinele application to the inflamed parts 
will suffice to effect a cure. He had seen 
violent cases recover in forty-eight hours. 
If there are complications, they must, of 
course, be met oy appropriate agents. 
But, so far as his observation had gone, 
he was led to regard diphtheria a local 
afiection merely, confined to the throat 
and developed by atmospheric influences. 
If fever and constitutional symptoms ex- 
isted in some cases, they were the result 
of the local irritation. 

Dr. R. H. Lee said he could not ac^ 
cord with the views of Dr. Knott. Diph- 
theria was a disease exceedingly fatal, 
especially in its epidemic form. Tros- 
seau proves it to be contagious. Its con- 
stitutional character was manifested by 
the malaise and other constitutional 



symptoms preceding, in some instances,, 
the local afbetion. Death may result 
from the blood poison in diphtheria, while* 
in membranous croup, which is local,\we 
have death from asphyxia. Tracheotomy 
is more likely to be successful in eroup- 
than in diphtheria. 

Dr. A. R. Alley said : Diphtheria is one 
of the oldest epidemic diseases of the ha* 
man race. Even Homer and Hippocrates 
advanced views, which Bretenneau first 
sought to prove, that the disease was 
known even in those times as a disease 
greatly to be feared. Such was the dis« 
ease which the ancients were acquainted 
with, and I difier with Dr. Knott as to 
diphtheria being a local disease. From 
my experience with this fearful' malady, 
and from what I have seen of it in its ep- 
idemic form, it is a blood disease, highly 
contagious and capable of being transmit- 
ted from person to person, and the conta- 
gion of this disease might be carried 
through the air, thereby producing a tox- 
ical condition, which we denominate in- 
fection ; or it may even be communicated 
by solid materials, such as furniture of 
the sick room, utensils, clothes or bed- 
linen. Children, or susceptible persons, 
comino^ in contact with or using these 
materials, will certainly become affected. 
Its pathology was considered to be fibrin- 
ous exudation, but it may be clearly sot 
forth that it is albuminoid exudation. As 
to treatment, I have used and seen used 
nearly all the best known remcijies to re- 
lieve the throat symptoms, but they have 
proved insufficient to arrest the fearful 
ravages of this malignant disease. I have 
seen used, with good effect, in a few well 
marked sporadic cases, the following: 
IJj. — Chromic acid, 4 to 10 grains to 1 
ounce of water*; apply three or four times 
a day to the throat. In a majority of 
cases, I have seen very little benefit de- 
rived from topical application to throat, 
unless associated with constitutional rem- 
edies, such as iron, quinine, chlorate po- 
tassium, and stimulants. Its prognosis 
must be r^arded as very unfavorable, as 
the mortality is fearfully great. 

Dr. Pinson remarked that he had seen 
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but little of the disease, bat had experi- 
enoed it in his own person when a cnild. 
It developed suddenly after exposure, the 
throat symptoms being severe and well 
marked. He inclined to the local the- 
ory of the disease. 

Dr. R. C. Word being called upon for 
his views, remarked that during the 
greater part of his professional life he had 
r^arded the throat afiection in diphtheria 
as but the local manifestation of a con- 
stitutional disease. And until the last 
few years, a majority of the profession 
seemed to hold this view. 

The baoterian theory, a short while 
ago, had many advocates, it being very 
plausibly urged (hat these vegetable para- 
sites, by their local irritation, produced 
the inflammation and all the throat symp- 
toms, and that by their absorption and 
•entrance into the blood, or the absorption 
of some poison or septic matter occasion- 
•ed by them, the constitutional symptoms 
were produced. 

The success which has been attributed 
to carbolic acid, chlorate of potash and 
similar agents, known to be anti-parasitic, 
seemed to strengthen and sustain this 
view of the subject. But when certain 
investigators announced that these fungi 
had been found in localities where the 
•disease had not occurred, and had even 
been seen upon the gums of healthy per- 
sons, this bacterian theory lost ground, 
and the controversy as to the local or 
•constitutional character of the disease is 
xeopened. 

A strong point in fiivor of its being 
iprimarily a constitutional disease, is the 
not unfrequent malaise, nausea, rigors, 
headache and other constitutional symp- 
toms that are felt before the appearance 
of the local anginose symptoms. And it 
is also asserted that in exceptional instan- 
•ces in this affliction, as with scarlet fever, 
when an epidemic is prevailing, cases 
ocunr having the characteristic fever, 
sequellsBy etc., and yet without the throat 
aflection ; and it is true of scarlet fever, 
at least, that during its prevalence ex- 
ceptionable cases occur in which the 
throat symptoms and the eruption are ex- 



ceedingly light or entirely absenti thus 
showing the constitutional character of a 
disease, which but for these ezoeptioDS^ 
might very reasonably be regarded as a 
local afiection nierely. 

A^in, observations upon the patholo- 
gy of septicsemia indicate most decidedly 
that septic inoculation is not sucoeBsful 
upon healthy tissue, and that septic bac- 
teria, and septic organisms generally, 
flourish only upon unhealthy or decaying 
tissues, thus showing that bacteria may 
be the result rather than the cause of the 
ulcerated and o^nsive condition of the 
throat in diphtheritic patients. 

Dr. Word stated that in the ireatment 
of diphtheria he had had very fair sucoesa 
with the saturated solution of the chlorate 
of potash frequently administered and 
used also as a gargle. He also gave 
quinine, and believed that these remedies 
were useful both as topical and constitu- 
tional agents. 

Dr. Olmsted : I cannot accept the con- 
clusions of Dr. Knott, concerning the pa- 
thology of diphtheria, as they seem to be 
at variance with the facts revealed by 
clinical experience. 

If diphtheria be a local and not a con- 
stitutional disease, and if, as Dr. Knott 
claims, the formation of the peculiar 
diphtheritic membrane is the flrst step in 
the morbid process, and the cause of the 
development of the morbid constitutional 
symptoms always observed, how is it that 
we have signs of such profound constitu- 
tional disturbance, the chill, the fever, 
(and often great prostration of the vital 
powers), which usually usher in and pre- 
cede the manifestation of the characteris- 
tic throat leison ? Which in fact, during 
the prevalence of epidemic diphtheria, are 
present in some well-marked cases, with- 
out the usual throat lesion being observed? 
The Doctor's assumption that these pro- 
dromic symptoms, which appear before the 
formation of the false membranes (so es- 
sential to his theory) are due t some ir- 
ritation of the throat, caused perhaps by 
the initial process in the formation of 
the membrane, is a theoretical concep- 
tion, which has little to support it, either 
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from oar clinical observations, or any 
&ctB which the closest observers of the 
anatomical appearances of the throat 
have been able to discover. Moreover, 
if, as Dr. Knott claims, the constitntional 
87mT>toms are produced by the passage 
of the air over the diseased membranes, 
conveying the morbid material to the 
lungs, from which it is absorbed into the 
circulation, we might reasonably ex- 
pect to find always, or at least uatwxllyy 
mnatomical appearances in the lungs, 
characteristic of diphtheria, and the pres- 
ence of false membranes throughout the 
bronchial tract. Such is not the case, 
fer while occasionally the false mem- 
branes may extend into the small bron- 
chial tubes, as a rti/e, they do not extend 
beyond the trachea. In conclusion, Dr. 
Olmsted believes that diphtheria is acon- 
stitational disease, dependent upon the 
introduction of its peculiar, specific poi- 
son (the nature of which remains to be 
discovered) into the blood ; that the chill, 
fever, etc., indicate such infection, and 
the characteristic membranes which ap- 
pear in the throat, or in other parts of 
tlie body, are simply the local expression 
of a constitutional disease, and not a 
'^ cause." He also thinks that the de- 
composition, and other chemical changes, 
which taLe place in this membrane, may 
add a new source of constitutional infec- 
tion, just as the absorption of any other 
septic material may do, but this is only 
a secondary effect. 

Dr. T. S. Powell : I doubt that the ca- 
aes reported by Dr. Koach were genuine 
diphtheria. The cause which developed 
the pneumonic symptoms mentioned in 
the one case might have produced the 
Apparent diphtheritic affection in both. 
He was, however, not prepared to say 
much experimentally in regard to diph- 
theria — having had the good fortune in 
a long practice to see and treat but few 
cases of this fearful disease. He l)elieved 
ft to be very imperfectly understood by 
the profession generally; medical men 
differ greatly in their opinions as to the 
cause, pathology and treatment of this 
affection. He admitted that Dr. Knott's 



opinion, as to its local character, was 
plausible and was vindicated by a respec- 
table and enlightened portion of the pro- 
fession. But he had always entertained 
the veiw that genuine diphtheria was con- 
stitutional, the local manifestations in the 
throat being positive evidences of dis- 
ease in the blood. He had noticed that 
scrofulous and tuberculous constitutions 
were peculiarly liable to this disease, es- 
pecially in meismatic localities. In cer- 
tain of its features and perhaps its nature 
it was not unlike erysepelas, and should 
be treated upon the same principal. A 
definite plan of treatment could not be 

f^iven for every case. Individual pecu- 
iarities must be met by appropriate rem- 
edies, but constitutional treatment look- 
ing to the elemination of the materies 
morbi, he thought important, and in 
many cases indispen^ible. He had found 
quinine, iron, and chlorate of potash. the 
most successful agents to meet these in- 
dications. 



J. W. Snider, M.D., (Ohio JUediocU 
Recorder, November, 1877), states that he 
has used the picrate of ammonium with 
uniform success in the treatment of inter- 
mittent fevers during the autumn just 
passed. « Some of his cases had been 
treated unsuccessfully with arsenic and 
the alkaloids of bark. He gave to adults 
one grain of the picrate, twice each day, 
until six doses were taken, and after the 
lapse of a few days, he repeated the dose, 
to make sure of complete success. — D^ 
troU Lancet. 



The following method of killing rats 
is said to be practiced in Germany : A 
mixture of two parts of well- bruised com- 
mon squills and three parts of finely- 
chopi)ed bacou is made into a stiff* mass, 
with as much meal as nay be required, 
and then baked into small cakes, which 
are put down for the rats to eat. Several 
correspondents of the German Agricultur- 
al Gazette writes to announce the com- 
plete extirpation of rats and mice from 
their cow-stalls and piggeries since the 
adoption of this simple plan. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FOBMULM. 



PNEUMONU ABORTED BY VERATRUM VI- 

RIDE. 

Dr. A. G. Hobba writes: I do not 
elaim aDything original in the treat- 
ment of pneumonia with veratram vi- 
ride, but I do claim what I think only 
the minorty of the profession now be- 
lieves — that veratrum'vifiide, if begun in 
time, and persisted in sufficiently, will 
abort many cases of pneumonia. The 
damp, cool weather of the fall and win- 
ter iust passed has been prolific in the 
production of pneumonia; indeed, it has 
been almost the sole disease that I have 
had to combat during the last few months, 
having at times as many as seven and 
eight cases on hand. But my object is 
to report nine cases, that I have called 
aborted cases of pneumonia, and to recall 
the attention of some of the readers of 
your journal to the value of veratrum 
viride in the treatment of pneumonia. 

'Tis an old song, I will admit, but one 
that I consider worthy of repetition. In 
all the nine cases, I began the treatment 
immediately, which I regard as a sine qua 
non in the use of this drug. * 

Nearly all of these cases began with a 
"bad cold," and a few hours previous to 
my first visit, a rigor. Upon examina- 
tion, I found the quick pulse, the high 
temperature, the short breathing, the 
flushed cheeks, the dry cough, the pain 
in the side, and, upon ausculation, the 
subcreptant and sometimes the creptant 
rale. 

After administering a cathartic, I 
b^in immediately with a solution of 
quinine and Norwood's tincture, and re- 
peat it in large doses every hour, till the 
pulse is lowered, or till emesis ensues. 
When the former, I desist till the pulse 
begins to rise again ; when the latter, I 
give a small dose of laudanum in ice 
water to allay the stomach, and after a 
few hours, if the pulse remains high, re- 
turn to the solution, and give as before. 



After eighteen to twenty-four hours 
the pulse becomes nearly natural, the 
temperature is lowered, and the flush has 
left the cheek. If the fever returns, the 
solution is again resorted to, and, in most 
cases, for the last time it is needed. All 
the smyptoms subside except the cough. 
An expectorant is given to assist in throw- 
ing off the sputa, which is but slightly 
tinged, and the patient is convalescent in 
from 36 to 48 hours of alternate treat- 
ment and rest. 

I do not say that all cases of pneumo- 
nia will succumb to this treatment I 
have found it so in nine out of twelve 
cases seen immediately after the first 
symptoms have set in. 'Tis true that all 
these cases were in children, and it is 
further true that pneumonia attacks chil- 
dren much more lightly than adults. 

In the three remaining cases, the dis- 
ease went through all its stages id spite 
of the treatment, and finally succumbed 
to quinine and carb. ammon. 

I was, at first, almost incredulous my- 
self at such results ; and in order to con- 
firm my diagnosis, I tested the spuia and 
urine taken simultaneously, and found 
that the former contained chlo. sodium, 
and the latter none, which differentiated 
the diagnosis between pneumonia and 
bronchitis. 

If my observations have been true and 
my conclusions correct, these nine cases 
never reached the second stage; hence, 
they can be properly called "aborted.'^ 

CINCHONIA.; 

Dr. J. Maul writes : I have been re- 
cently testing samples of the above arti- 
cle, prepared by Messrs. Powers & 
Weightman, Philadelphia. 

In a case of menorrhagia, of long and 
obstinate character, which had resisted 
all the usual agents^ the patient being 
much reduced, feeble and anaemic, I pre- 
scribed as a tonic the cinchonia, combined 
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witli sugar of milk and bicarb, of soda, 
as in the sample furnished me, and was 
most agreeably disappointed and surprised 
to find my patient in a few days greatly 
relieved, the remedy having proved very 
efficacious, not only by its tonic property, 
bat by equalizing the circulation, also 
checking the menorrhagia. 

Several weeks have elapsed, and there 
is no return of the disease. The dose 
given was four to five grains every three 
hours during the day, acidulous drinks 
being allowed. I will mention that the 
remedy in this case seemed to have a de- 
cided anodyne property. 

In another case of malarial fever, at- 
tended with a dumb chill every day, I 
prescribed successfully — 

Cinchonia, gra. iv, 

every two hours, giving three doses pre- 
vious to the chill; relieved in four days. 

I am testing the remedy in a third 
case, a low grade of typho-malarial fever, 
attended with slight remissions every 
morning. In two days use of the reme- 
dy, I notice a perceptible improvement, 
there being a decided prolongation of the 
morning remission. I have again noticed 
the anodyne effect above mentioned. 

[Information received since the above 
note was sent us, rep )rts that the last case 
mentioned yielded to the remedy in a 
few days. — Ed.) 



CONSTIPATION- 

A writer in the Clinic recommends I 
cascara sagrado as an admirable remedy. 

B. — Fluid ezt* oasoara sagrado ox. ss. 

Aq. einnamon oz iss. 

Brno, alb dr ii. 

M. Teaspoonful before each meal. 
Another : 

B. — Sodn salphatis 20 gra. 

Ac. nitro marlatic 6 drops. 

Sig. — Take half hour before breakfast 
in half glass of water. — Brief. 



POST PARTEM HEMORRAHGE. 

In a case of secondary post partem 
hemorrhage, nine days afler delivery, we 
introduced two fingers, removed the clots, 
and the os being sufficiently dilated, we 



inserted therein a pledget of cotton, sat- 
urated with tincture of iodine, and over 
this a tampon, and applied a compress 
and bandage firmly upon the abdomen, 
and gave ergot internally. In 48 hours 
the tampon and pledgee were removed, 
and no further trouble occurred. — Ed. 

EVAPORATING LOTION. 

As an evaporating lotion for an inflamed 
breast, or for hyperiemia of the conjunc- 
tiva where there is heat and swelling of 
the eyelids, the following is very useful : 

R.— flpiritus eiheris nitriei dr i. 

Acidi aeetici aromat git tL 

Aquso distU os tI* 

M. To be sponged over the part three 
or four times per day. 

HYDJIOCELE. 

Dr. Lubin, in a British journal, sug- 
gests the following as an injection afler 
operation for hydrocele, as giving rise 
to much less pain than the old method of 
using the iodine alone : 

R. — Tinct. iodine com os. iij. 

Chloroformi dr ^ss. 

M. 

EXCELLENT ETE WATER. 

R. — Zinei sulphatis gr ir. 

Morpbiso salphatiB K^ ^j* 

Airopin salphatis gr ss. 

Aques rosss os j 

Use as a collyrium. 

Dr. R. E. Hutchins writes : If the 
following will be of any benefit to the 
numerous readers of your valuable jour- 
nal, I herewith submit it to you for pub- 
lication : 

For worms in a child two or three 
years old : 

R. — Santonin; 

Hyd. ohlor. mit. , aa grs t\j, 

M. and divide into six powders. Sig. — 
Give one powder morning^ noon and 
night for two days, and on the morning 
following last dose, give a full dose of 
castor oil. 

I will state that I have used the above 
prescription for worms nearly two years^ 
and have never known it to fail in a sin- 
gle instance. 

BoLTOH, Miss., February, 1878. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



8Ulf-8P0TS AND TERRESTRIAL MAGNETISM. 

1. The first ooincidenoe obeerved was 
in the field of terrestrial magnetism. ^'A 
freely-suspended magnet, although it 
points in one direction, is nevertheless, 
within small limits, always in motion. 
Certain of these motions depend, as is 
well known, upon the hour of the day ; 
but the magnet is also liable to irregular, 
Itbrupt fluctuations, which cannot be con- 
nected with the diurnal oscillations. 
While Hofrath Schwabe was engaged in 
•delineating the sun-spots. Sir Edward ^- 
bine was conducting a series of observa- 
tions with regard to these spasmodic affec- 
tions of the needle, and be found that 
«uch fluctuations are most frequent in 
years of high sun-spot activity." Nearly 
a hundred years ago, Van Swinden had 
suggested a periodicity in these irregular 
magnetic movements. Grauas, Arago, 
Lament, and Grautier, pursued the re- 
search, and established the existence of 
A cycle of magnetic variation having an 
•eleven-year period, the maxima and min- 
ima agreeing with the maxima and mini- 
ma of sun-spotactivity. Schiaparelli and 
Broun have confirmed these results, and 
the latter observer concludes that, while 
the sun-spotactivity is not an exact meas- 
ure of magnetic action, ''each is it distinct 
result due to the same cause." This dis- 
turbance is so great that, in years of max- 
imum sun-spote, the working of the tel- 
egraph has been powerfully interfered 
with. — Prof Youmans, in Popular Sd- 
snee MonMyfor January, 



THE FORCE OF LANGUAGE. 

A recent historian of Rome, toward 
the close of his famous attempt to unde- 
<5eive the world at large with respect to 
ihe genius of Cicero, sums up his argu- 
ipent ia the following words : " Cicero- 
nianism is a problem which, in fact, can- 
iiot be properly solved, but can only be 



resolved into that greater mystery of ha- 
man nature — language, and the effect of 
language on the mind." 

These words are suggestive — sugges- 
tive, too, of a wider question that at first 
sight appears. That men are influenced 
by language at least as much as by ideas ; 
that power of expression is intimately as* 
sociated with mental grasp geoerally; 
even that a fiiscination is exercised by 
style to which nothing equivalent is 
found in the accompanying thought — 
these are acknowledged truths, r^ily 
granted. But it is a most singular thing 
that they are so readily granted ; it is 
singular that the question is not oftener 
asked, "Why is this so?" 

How is it that language, which is but 
the vehicle of thought, comes to have a 
force which is not the mere weight of 
that which it carries ? Even where this 
is not the case, where there is an equiva- 
lence of value in both style and ideas, 
great conceptions being nobly expressed, 
how is it that the matter and the form 
seem to have independent claims upon 
the attention ? In a word, what is that 
in language which is not mere expressiM- 
TKiss of the obvious intentions of the wri- 
ter, but is yet a merit?— T. H. Wright, 
in Popular Science Monthly for January. 

Is it not due to the poetical element in 
our nature, that instinctively enjojrs the 
sound not less than the meaning of words? 

TELEPHONIC AU8CULATI0N. 

A writer in the Medical Press and 
Circular says : ^' Last night I listened to 
a young lady's chest with a telephone ; 
the young lady stood in the hall, and I 
was in the dining-room, thirty feet away. 
One cylinder was placed on the chest and 
the other at my ear, the connecting thread 
of the little toy being kept quite tense. 
I heard the healthy sounds of a very 
healthv chest quite distinctly." — Zcwi»> 
vilkMed. NeioB. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS, 



'AH eoBUDimlcatloni relAtlng to the basisMt of Taa Bmobd, for the yean 18T7 Mid 1878» niift be addreweJ 
BR. B. O. WOBD, Managiag Bdltor Soathem Medical Reeord, Atlanta, Ga. 

W Brief and practical ooomiimicatloni are aoMclted on all anbjecta pertaining to medicine ; alio raporta oC 
■ca 1b ^racticet. 

C^*8ead mon^j by dieck, \ eatal order or r«g:lat«ed letter. 

'Write yow name, poai-ofllce, county and State plainly. 



SAMPLE G0PIS8. 

Tli«iB«dlMl gtnilemoii to whom tho prasent 
Bvmber of tkit journal is sent m ft smmplo, ftro re- 
fooBtod to anbaoribe. Try <«Th« Bocord.'* 
8oBd OB joar nftmea ftt onoo, ftnd get the nnmbers 
froB Jftaoftry thftt yoar Tolamo maj be oomplete. 
Wo gmnMitoo that joa will find an omplo equiTft- 
loBt fn iho omftll prioo of anbooription. 



STICK TO PRINCIPLE. 

« 

A modioftl friend* Dr. W., of Yirginlft, in ft ro- 
oant ooMmaniofttion, aitor ft Tory high oomplimont 
to Iho pnetloftl footuroa of "Tho Booord," pro- 
pounda » qaerj rolfttlTO to on isouo whioh oxiata 
IB his Modioftl Sooiotj. Wo thonk oar flriond for 
his high opinion of onr Jonmol, but ftro not pro- 
parod to toko sides in tho dilBonUy to whioh ho 
allodoo. Thorois, howoTor, ono mlo, whioh in 
oar own ozperionoo, wo hoTO ondaoTorod rigidly 
to ftdhoro to, ond that is to And oat tho prinoiplo 
andorlying tho mnttor in oontroTorsy, nnd to 
oponlj and boldly osponso that whioh wo bolioTO 
to bo right, no mattor whom it ofionds or whoso 
tooo aro trod npon. Wo do not hnnt up ohanoos 
to do this or make it a rule to go ont of onr own 
Motion for this porposo. Tot wo do not shbk tho 
truth to ''k€^ otil of d^tculuet:* That whioh is 
ri|^i and jnst should OTor bo adhorod to regardless 
of mere ozpodionoy or polioy, and wo hesitate not 
to say 10 our friend that Da^y Crocket's motto wss 
a good OBO— **Bo sure you aro right, and then go 
ahead.'' Wo regard decision and firmness as an 
importaat olomont in human oharaotor, and oon- 
ftss to liitlo sympathy with tho merely neutral or 
BOgatiTO maB, or tho maa who trios to ploaso all 
parttoo. Suoh aa ono does litUe for himself or 
ethon. Ho hso no inflnonoo, and like tho man 
irfio fiUls botwoen two stools, hs is mors likely to 
inonr ridioulo thaa sympathy. <*Tho double 
sdadod maa fs unstable In sll his ways" says 
tho good Booh. P. 



Tho MeduthCharwrffieal A98oeiation, of thia 
oity, unsolioited by tl^o editors, has by resolution 
adopted our journal as tho organ of tho assoola- 
lion, in whioh tho reports and disoussions of thai 
body are to be published. 

We approeiato the honor implied by this aotioB 
of the society, and will, ft^m time to time, ropori 
a brief of any matter likely to benoflt or Intorosi 
our subscribers ; and if any of our readers tako 
issue with the riews ozpressod upon any imports 
ant or practioal point, they aro at liberty to com- 
munioate the same through our pages, as it is by 
tho free expression and inter oliange of ricws thai 
information is imparted and progress mads. 



"ALLOPATH" VS. ANY OTHER "PATH." 
Tho term " Allopath " Is much nsod as an op* 
probrious epithet in some quarters. On a oortaiB 
oooasion, rocontly, a gentleman of the eolootio poi^ 
suasion publioly asserted that beforo his coutot- 
sion, and while an " Allopath,'* ho had killed hi* 
thousands (?). Thousands make laments, and 
regiments an army. He was a mighty warrior 
before tho Lord — a perfect angel of death. Ho 
does better under a better system. Ho now only 
slays his hundreds, wo suppose. Wo oongratolato 
him. Some men aro doctors independent .of sys- 
tems, but a correct system helps wonderftilly ; and 
all good physicians aro true odootios. We haow 
SB " Allopath "—who is aa "Allopath" still— 
who has had bettor luek in teUeiinff his remodie* 
than our ocleotio friend. Ho does not slay his 

thousands under that system. He has considera- 
ble practice in a largo oity. Ho Is a student of 
medical literature, and endeavors to keep himself 
up to tho times. He r^oots no remedy that any 
system adTances. During two years and a half, ho 
has lost three patients. He is an " Allopath," 
but does not abuse eclectics. 



Thb ArkansM Medieal Record, a new and nsai 
littlo journal, is on onr table ; edited by Dr. J. I. 
Halo, of Little Boch. Suoooss to yon, brothsr 
Halo. 
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Hn>iGAL AstooiATioH Of QmomaiA. — ^The Medi* 
ml AssoeiMion of Goorp* will moot in AtUaU, 
on Wodnesdft7, the 17di d»7 of April, next 

We learn that a Committee of Arrangementa haa 
been appointed for the reoeption of the members, 
and that the soolety will aasemble in the Senate 
•hamber at 11 o'clock. 



ThS MEDIOO-CHinUBOIOAL AbBOCIATION 07 At- 

LAHTA, will hold lie regular meetings hereafter on 
the Ist and 8d Mondaj e?enings of each month. 



Ten Miek^an Medical Jfewt, a snug little semi- 
Bonthlj, has been sent ns for exchange. It has 
qnite an able corp6 of editors. J. J. Mulheron, 
H. D., managing editor. 



PiXKLTYiLLx, Oregon Co., Mo., 

March 6, 1878. 
XV. R. C. Word: 

Will jou, or one of your co-editors, or some one 
of the Bxgobd's oorrespondents, please give us an 
airticle on *< so-called" tjphoid-pneamonia — the 
oapillary bronchitis of Flint* s practice f I wish, 
particularly, for the tIcws of a competent South- 
em practitioner as to pathology and treatment. 
The disease is Tory preralent and yery fatal in this 
section — terminating in death on the 5th — rarely 
on the 8d, 7th and 12th. 

Very respeotftilly, 

S. H. AvDaasoir, M. D. 

[Would be pleased to haTO a practical response 
by some of our readers to the enquiries of Dr. A. 
— Kd.] 



OBITUARY. 

Br. Edward F. Knott, formerly of Griffin, and 
who resided for a short time in Atlanta, died, in 
Hampton, Georgia, en the 24th of February last, 
at the age of 69 years. Dr. Koott was a teacher 
of medicine many years ago in Georgia, and ao* 
<iuired considerable eminence in his profession. 
He was the father of our medieal friend and fel- 
lew-citiien. Dr. J. J. Koott, of Atlanta, and leaTos 
many «arm and doToted fkiends to mourn his de> 
parture. 



Misfit Cabpkts. — See adTcrtisement of J. A. 
Bendall, importer and dealer in foreign and do- 
mestic carpets. Doctors as well as other people 
need oarpetn, and like to know where to get good 
bargains in this line. 



LuDDBN & Bates are the leading piano and mu- 
sic men in the South. We haTo tried one of their 
instruments and find it in all respects what they 
represent. See their adTertisement. 



BOOK K0TICE8. 

Tax Pkaotitioxib*s Hahd book or Tbxatmbxt ; 
or, the Principles of Therapeutics. By J Mil- 
ner Fothergill, M.D., member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians of London, etc Philadel- 
phia: Henry C. Lea, 1877. 

Dr. Fothergill attempts, in this work, to explain 
the rmthtuUe ef therapentical measoree generally 
employed by the enlightened English practitioner. 
In this he succeeds. He giTcs an excellent pic- 
ture of the more adTaneed methods of treatment 
as taught and enforced by our English brethren. 
Dr. F., in detailing his plan of the work, remarks : 
** First, the physiology of each subject is glTen, 
then the pathology is rsTiewed, so far as they bear 
upon the treatment ; next, the action of remedies 
is examined, after which their praotioal applicai* 
tion in concrete prescriptions is famished." The 
author does not give undue attention to new reme- 
dies, but seeks to " analyse and elucidate the mo- 
du9 operandi of the measures in common use." 
His design <*is to fUmish to the practitioner rea- 
sons" — which the practitioner must exercise if 
he conscientiously striTOS to be a competent and 
useful physician — ** for the faith that is in him, 
and is" — which all, both old and young, need — 
'<a work on medioal tactics for the bed-side.*' 
The author has spent nine years in gathering ma- 
terials for his work, and the time he has doTOted 
to this purpose bears most excellent firuitage. It 
is a work we haTe perused with more than ordi^ 
nary interest— one that has aflforded ns an ample 
amount of information of practical importhnce* 
We hesitate not to recommend it to the aotiTO 
practitioner as a work capitally suited te his 
wants, and one he will read with pleasure, no less 
than praotioal ad?antage. 

Thb Eab : Its Anatomy, Physiology, and Diseases. 
A Practical Treatise for the use of Medioal Stu- 
dents and Practitioners. By Charles H. Bur- 
nett, A.M., M.D., Aural Surgeon to the Presby- 
terian Hospiial, etc. With Eighty-seTcn Illus- 
trations. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea, 1877. 

Otology has made great adTances of late years I 
hence, the appearance of th.s work is not only 
timely, but necessary. In riew of the frequency 
of calls made upon the practitioner, by patients, 
with diseases of the ear, the study of these be- 
comes a matter of the greatest importance. He 
can no longer escape the odium of ignoranoe of 
these diseases, when a work so satisfactory as the 
one before us is within his reach. Knowledge is 
power no less in praotioe than in the forum or on 
the battle-field. Knowledge will tell; and the 
practitioner who will derote his time in attaining 
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nediMl knowUdf*. to b« fiinid la worki Ilk* th« 

«m«abo*«, will simI Id hia TDosllon. Dr. Bar- 

B«U hu MMmpliahed hia nailntaklDg la » moit 

•dmiralile mftnoer. Ha is abraut of tba tlmea, 

uaA givw ibe proftosioD k dm! lueftil mnd da- 

Ugktfnl work — one, wa truat, no rcMler ot (he 

RiooaD will Ul to pDTohaae kmd atadj. 

EMoonmoB and Hftoag«meiit of tbe Goaty BUla 

in Ttinnanan of the Skin. By L. Dunean Bulk- 

lej, A.H.. M.D., FhyBioisn to tb« Skin Depirt- 

msnt of Demill Diai>aDgtr7, N, Y., eta. 

A pap«r of mnoh inUTMttng matter, presenling 

B*w and praatioal polnU oonnaeted willi the rela- 

lion eziating between the gouty atate and akin 



Ox the ao-called Eciema Marginatum of Hebra- 
Ttnla Cereenata m obaarred In America. 
A CUnioal Stndj. By L. Duooan Bnlklcy, A.M., 
M D., Phyaioian to 8kln DiaeMoa, eto, Alao, 
Eoiema and Paoriaa«is. By the wme anthor. 
HnAKT'OLOTa: A Report of Three Caaea, and the 
Etiology, Diagnoaia, Prognoaia, and Treatment 
of Cardtao Thromboala, baeed on an Analyaia of 
Slsty-elgbt Gate*, and Phyaiologioal Experi- 
ments. By Martin L. Jamei, H.D., Leetureron 
PraoUee of Hedioine, Medical College of Tlr- 
gini*. 

This ia a paper of Intereit apon a aubjeot little 
widentood. 

TKAmonom of the Eighth Annual Seaaion of 
the State Medleat Sodety of Virginia, held in 
Peteraban, Ootober, 1877. 
1877. 

This is • very able and highly oreditable doou- 
■wnt. As * naUTB Tir^olan, we eonfess to a 
IMlng of pride when we see these transaotioni 
replete with instrnoilTe ai|d Tatuable papers from 
Medical gentlemen, many of whom we knoir per- 
sonally, as men at the very top of the proftoaion 
in the Union, a fact wall eibiblted In the learned 
and iDSirooiiTe artioles oontalned in this Tolnme. 
Weregrpt that we hare not apace to reriew their 
papers in detail. The able addresa of Preaidenl 
Juies L. Cabell opens theTolnme; then follow the 
instraetiie and iolerestlng papers of Dr. W. C- 
Budolph, on "The Study of Hedlolnei" Dr- 
BUiey, on " The Applioation of ChemiaLry In Med- 
lec-Legal BeieDoe;" Dr. Frsaton, en "AdTanoea 
in Obatetrioa ; " Dr. Apperson, on "Adranoes in 
the Practice of Medioioei" Dr. Joynea, on " Ad- 
nno«s Id Bygiens and Public Health ; " Dr. Well- 
ford, on " Poiaoniog by Custsrda and loe Cresma ; " 
Dr. Page, on " Epidemic Zymotio Diaeaaea of An- 
imals;" Dr. James, on " Heart-olala i " Dr. Sel- 
deo, on " Fracturea of the Neck of the Femnr 
Within the Capsule ; " Dr. Clianeellor, on " lodo- 
fom as a Local Remedy ; ' ' oloaing with aa inter- 



•sUng dlssnsdon on " Instramental Labor," and 
" Beport of the tTeorologioal Committee." 

The fbllowiof are the offioera elect for the pres- 
ent year: 

J. H. Clalbnm, H.D., Presiduit. 

Osoar Wltey, M.D., Pint Vioe-President. 

J. R. Ocodwln, M.D., Second Tloe-Preaident. 

J. E. Parriah, H.D., Third Vloa- President. 

W. a Randolph, M.D., Panrth Tice-Frealdeal, 

W. 8. LoTe, H.D., Fifth Tloe-Preaideat. 

J. S. Wellford, M.D., Sixth Vioe-Praaident. 

L. B. Edwards, M.D., Secretary and Treasurer. 

C. Tompkins, U.D., Corresponding Secretary. 
P. 
TB^mtcnoMS of the Hedlcsl Society of the State 

of North Carolina, at the May meeting in Salem, 

1B77. 

We hare juit diacoTered thataoopy of the above, 
kindly aent ua by a mtdiosl Mend sometime ago, 
though rariewed and aent to the printer, was an- 
Intentlonally oTeriookad. 

There waa a good attendance at the last meet- 
ing. An addreaa of waloome, by Colonel PattisoD, 
was handsomely reaponded to by the President, 
Dr. Foote. 

A number of interesting caaes were reported 
and diacuased. 

Dr. Holmes, ok^man of the Committee on 
Schools, submitted a aeathing critioiam on the 
"Sooalted Hedioal, College" in the county of 
Robeson. The principal. Hector MoLc«n, and a 
yonng, inoompelent man, his son, conatitnte the 
en^re hcnlty, and hare been Issaing diplomas to 
medical students. 

An Ulerestiag and somewhat elaborate paper 
on Epilepsy waa preaented by Kagene Qrissom, U- 
D., Superintendent of the Insane Asylum of North 
Carolina. Alao, valuable reports by W. W. Lane, 
M.D., A. a. Carr, M.D. 

The valedictory a-idresa was delivered by Dr. 
Qeorge A. Foote. It was able and practical. 

The present officers are as follows : 

Dr. E. L. Payne. President. 

Dr. F. M. Bonntree, Pint V. P. 

Dr. lUchard AnderaoQ, Second T. P. 

Dr. 8. B. Flowers, Third V. P. 

Dr. L. A. Smith, Fourth V. P. 

Dr. Julian Picol, Secretary. 

Dr. A. a. Carr, Treaaurer, 

Dr. W. T. Ennett, Orator. 

The next meeting of the aociety will be held at 
Ooldiboro, on the 14th of May next. 

Several intereallng pamphlets cannot be notloed 
in present iasne for want of spaoe. 
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OOUNTER STATEMENT by WiUiam B. Warner 
^ Oo., m reply to an arUeUfrom BuUoek j- (>«n- 
iham m the January number of the Southern Med^ 
ieai Record. 

In ftn utiele, publiehed in a prerioat number of 

tlie '« Soothern Medical Reeord," written in the 

intereit of the firm of Bolleok k Crenehaw, with 

ether etatemente, claim was made to priority for 

them in the manuft^tare of sagar^coated pills. 

We preenmed that these statements were ftimished 

the writer, and have since been Informed that such 

was the case ; th^ said the article was unsolicited. 
To the claim of priority we made a reply in the 
NoTcmber number of the same journal, denying 
its accuracy. In the January number a rejoinder 
appeared, in which it is acknowledged that " W. R. 
Warner supplied them with sugar-coated pills at 
a stipulated price ;" but set up a justification of 
their claim by the Uci that the pills were labelled 
and sold as their manufacture, and that he was 
not known in the matter. We have the original 
bocks ef entry to show the debits made against 
this house for pills so furnished, which were man- 
ulWctured at the store of W. R. Warner, in a re 
mote part of the city ; and Tisited but once by 
one member of that firm, about the close of the 
eighth year. How does this compare with their 
statement, that no other firm or indiTidual was 
similarly engaged in the State of Pennsylrania? 
This is a question, howcTcr, of little importance 
contrasted with the endeaTor on their part to less- 
en the merit of the regular Centennial Judges, by 
casting an insinuation on account of the appoint** 
mentof the supplementary judges. Director Gen- 
eral Goshom says : 

**Undcr the system of awards adopted by the 
Centennial Commission, the goTemments repre* 
sented in the Exhibition designated judges selected 
for their fecial knowledge of the eubjeeU aetigned 
(hem to report upon, including some of the most 
eminent scientists in the world. The character of 
the judges, and the earefrU attention vhich they gave 
to their examinaiiont, sifford assurance that tkeir 
reports generally will embody a record of the 
latest advances made in the industries submitted 
to their inspection. 

The fling at Dr. J. H. Thompson, one of the 
judges, in which he is styled as being " so actire," 
has no meaning, or else it is an insinuation with 
which he can deal in his own way. We delayed 
^is answer, in the hope of hearing firom Professor 
Thompson, who is now in Europe, and for the pur- 
pose of taking some CTidence which we had intend- 
ed using in this connection. Supplementary 
judges were not appointed for any fault or inex- 
cusable omission on the part of the primary judg- 
es, but for the purpose of looking after exhibits 
that had been oTcrlooked or not classified, and for 
the purpose of hearing appeals. This led to the 
▼cry general distribution of awards. The primary 
judges had discriminated in faTor of the most 
meritorious and had taken great pains in their 
examinations. In our case, the laboratory was 
Tisited, processes examined, samples of pUls taken 
and submitted to chemical analysis, and their rtl- 



atiTC solubility tested. This group of judges com- 
prised men, among the most eminent in the pro- 
fessions of medicine and chemistry. The langnaga 
of their award reads as follows : 

" The sugar coated pills of Wm. R. Warner & 
Co., are soluble, reliable and unsurpassed in the 
perfection of sugar-coating, thorough composition 
and accurate sub-diTislon. The pills of phospho- 
rus are worthy of special notice. The element in 
thoroughly diffused and sub-diyided, yet perfectly 
proiected from oxidation.'* 

The supplementary group of. judges consisted of 
three gentlemen, eminent in their respeetire pro- 
fessions and whom we highly honor and respect. 
One is a surgeon, one a naturalist and one a ma- 
chinist. When asked to examine our exhibit th^ 
refused, saying, it had been examined ; but, they 
made an award to Bullock and Crenshaw, tho 
language of which will be seen in the official cata- 
logue of awards, as follows: ''Commended for 
superior workmanship, quality and fitness for pur- 
poses intended." They, B and C, publish that 
they *' receiTcd a diploma and medal for superior- 
ity of quality and finish," and on the adjoining 
page, ** superiority of finish and parity of ingro- 
dienU." 

On this comment is unuecessaiy. With the ex- 
ception of a few special gold medals* for the Cor- 
liss Engine, etc., there wae but one grade of 
award, consisting of a bronxe medal and a diplo- 
ma. The text of the award constitutes its Talne, 
and it is generally acknowledged that the award* 
made by the primary judges are of greater tiJuo 
and importance. 

They also lay claim to language ncTor used, in 
the following, taken from a calendar now beforo 
us: 

*'A paper, read at the annual meeting of tho 
American Pharmaceutical Association, Boston, 
1875, asserts that careftil experiments made with 
fhir samples of the best pills in the market, B. It 
C's sugar coated haring been selected, that of tho 
three forms of the ready-made pUls of the day in 
general use, sugar coated pills are to be prepared 
in point of solubility." 

Reference to the article does not show any supe- 
riority of their sugar coated pills over any others 
simil^ly coated ; three makes haring been used, 
and no names mentioned. The experiments were 
simply directed to the question as to the superior 
merits of gelatin er sugar, as a material for coat- 
ing. We cite this as an additional illustration of 
their disingenuousnees. 

It Wm. R. WAurin & Co. 



RnouPTBD. — Drs Lock wood Allison, 8 M Hogan, 
ABLoring, *77; N G West, BH Edwards, B 
Wheeler, J W Baker, W L Johnson, John Fale, 
J WEthridge, J A Field, G W Allen, W H Und< 
sey, R J McMullen, T B Calling, N W McRee, K 
H Hurst, The J Hendley, RD Jacobs, GW Smith, 
'77; ThoBMeacham, J T Cle?elaad, A L East, 
Arnold k Quinn, J no Hardamon, H TShiell, 5 ms, 
W H SUwart, H J Walker. T W Spmell, J T & J 
F Alford, W T Gresham, M x Anderson, Gillespi» 
& Payne, A Williamson, W L Pos^, D Hagood, 
E R Toung, B M Walker, '76 anJ *77 ; HendeiMA 
k Robertson, D G Hunt, E P Booth. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ABTICLES. ' 



EARLY RUPTURE OF MEM- 
BRANES. 

Bt W. 8. Ponr, M JO., of Sulphur BlniT, Tozm. 

I am only a plain Gountnr praotitioDer, 
and it is not without fisar of being oonsid- 
ered impertinent that I here uree an ob- 
jection to a time-honored practice of the 
fiithere of medicine and their illofltrious 



On page 27 of the Januaiy number of 
the Rboobd, we find a para^ph on early 
rnptore of membraneei doeinff with these 
words: '* Meddlesome midwimry is bad.'' 
I have heard this onotation over twenty- 
five years without knowing the author or 
nndoslanding the range or scope of its 
meaning. It was a &vorite expression 
with my highly gifted preceptor, late 
Professor John M« Watsoo. of the Uni« 
versil^ of Nashville. ** Mecldlesome mid- 
wifery r' May I not say with the same 



propriety, meddlesome snrgery, or med- 
dlesome practice in the common diseases 
of our country? The sure&n skillfully 
plunges the knife to the hut for the relief 
of severe injuries or malignant diseases, 
without the &ar of any one saying ** med- 
dlesome/' With like promptness and 
skill should the obstetrician trv to ^' im- 
prove on nature's processes " when nature 
is inadequate to the task and hispatient 
under volcanic throes of labor. Why has 
obstetrics been reduced to a science and 
taught as an art, if we are not to '^ seek 
to improve on nature's tardv and unsat- 
isfiustory processes?" It should be re- 
garded a duty as well as a privilege, by 
all scientific and honorable means and 
plans, to alleviate the parturient woman. 
With this object ia view, I firequentlv 
rupture the membranes early, and 1 think 
I nave saved auite a numbw from instru- 
mental labor oy so doing. I have no» 
ticed for years a circumstance connected 
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with the amniotic membranes that I have 
not seen on record^ viz : in their circum- 
ferences I have found the membranes so 
small that though the foetus and liquor 
amnii would distend th^m to their utmost 
capacity, they never bag nor portrude 
through the oe, and when tlie pains come 
on, though they feel as tight as a drum- 
head, they &il to press upon or distend 
the OS. The result of this condition is 
that the uterine muscular fibres are pow- 
erless, not by reason of over-distention or 
dropsy of the amnion, but rather want of 
size and elasticity of the uterine mem- 
branes. This is a different case to that 
of dropsy of the amnion. An excessive 
quantity of liquor amnii may likewise 
cause lingering labor, the uterine fibres 
being distended beyond the point of con- 
traction. To distinguish the condition 
to which I allude, inti educe the finger or 
fingers. The vagina and perineum are 
in a state of distensibility. The sacro- 
ischiatic and coccygeal ligatures flacid and 
sofl, the 06 is dilated to the size of a sil- 
ver dollar or more. Turn the finger 
around and upwards, and you feel a tense 
slick elastic membrane, firm and tight 
upon pressure. When a pain comes on, 
the child's head descends, the waters 
splash and separate and pass up, while 
the head presses feebly on the os. The 
pains simulate cramp. The old ladies 
will tell you the pains are '' working up, 
doctor, they must work down." Hours 
are whiled away and no progress is made 
in the labor, but dreadful suffering to the 
exhaustion of the vital forces. Here is 
nature's process forcibly exemplified. 

IVecrfwwn^.*— Lay aside your prgudioe, 
ergot and teas, rupture the membranes 
and let the woman get down to her work. 
The waters will flow, the uterus will con- 
tract, the fibres will get up to their re- 
sponsible duty, the head will engage the 
straits, and soon delivery will be acoom- 
plisned. 

We offer an imperfect report of two 
cases, fix>m quite a number, as an illus- 
tration of the propriety of early rupture 
of the membranes : 



CASE NO. 1. 

Mrs. , 8Bt. 22, in her second con- 
finement ; utero gestation completed ; had 
hooping cough ; took a chill at 9 o'clock 
a. m. January 20th ; saw her at 5 o'clock 

E. m. same day ; fever very high ; skin 
ot and dry; tongue coated; dreadful 
pain in her bead ; light eclampsia ; pain 
in back, which extends aroupd the abdo- 
men ; pulse quick and small ; vagina hot 
and dry ; os not dilated. Four o'clock, 
January 21, her fever had declined a lit- 
tle ; headache a little better. True labor 
set in from this hour until 9 o'clock, and 
progressed very slowly and with much 
suffering. To fight against so many en- 
emies — hooping cdttgh, fever, eclampsia, 
f)ressed us to our wits' end. Nine o'clock, 
abor pains bearing down, vagina relaxed 
and well lubricated, os dilated to size of 
silver dollar, thin and yielding, and the 
membranes protruded about one inch and 
a half. I ruptured the membranes and 
lifted the head of the child with my 
finger, and the waters flowed freely, 
and the woman was safely delivered in 
twenty-seven minutes after the mem- 
branes were ruptured. 

CASE NO. 2, 

Called to see Mrs. February 14, 

23 years old, second confinement ; utero 
gestation completed; had diarrhoea for 
two weeks, which resulted in dysentery ; 
pulse 110; tongue coated; high fever; 
skin hot and dry ; pains all over, but 
worse in head and back; vagina and 
perineum relaxed, hot and dry ; os di- 
lated so I could press my finger through; 
uterine pains tolerably strong. My treat- 
ment suspended the labor until the next 
day, 16th, when it was apparent that I 
could no longer await the operations of 
nature, the patient being much exhausted 
and her general constitution no better. 
The expulsive pains were very severe, 
but the membranes did not protrude or 
bag ; they were tight as above described. 
I introduced my fingers inside the os uteri, 
and ruptured the membranes. A verv 
large quantity of liquor amnii escaped, 
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to the iBdeecribable relief of my patient^ 
and the labor ended iu fifty-two minutes, 
{daoMita and all. 

The reader will see that I have at- 
tempted to state facts, without arguing 
qseationSy in the fewest words posaible, 
on aooennt of the limited size and valua- 
ble spaoe in the Rb€X>ri>. What a pity 
that this most excellent and popular of 
all the valuable medical periodicals in . 
the South oottld not be enlarged and still 
more widely sustained. 

SOCIETY REPORTS. 



The AThAJSTA. MEDIOO-CHIBUBaiCAL 

Association. 



Rkpoetid bt Dr. Wobd. 



Monday Evenii^, March 18. 

Dr. 6. 6. Crawford in the Chair. 

Dr. A. R. Alley asked the views of 
nembers relative to the treatment of 
goiter — having a case under treatment 
on a girl 16 years of age. The patient 
was pale and an»mic. The tumor was 
yet small. The iodine treatment was 
under trial. 

Dr. Roach ha(i found the treatment 
ef goiter very unsatisfiietory. Constitu- 
tional treatment was indicated in this 
case, but the prognosis in general he re* 
garded very un&vorable as to the erad- 
ication of the disease or entire removal of 
the tumor. 

Dr. W. R. D. Thompson advised the 
application of a belladonna plaster to the 
tumor for 48 hours to soften and relax 
the tissues, to be followed by the perse- 
vering use of the iodide of iron internal- 
ly, to build up the general health. 

Dr. J. J. Knott stated <^t he had 
treated a case successfully in 1876. There 
was amenorrhea in the case-^uterine 
derangement is a frequent accompani- 
ment of this disease. He used in the 
<»se referred to, the iodide of potashi 
with bark, and pyrophosphate of iron 
internally ; also used aloes and iron to 
regulate the catamenia. 



Dr. R. G. Word said that in the 
case reported, being in so young a sub- 
ject, and the tumor so small there was 
hope of recovery. He advised the per- 
severing use of iodine ointmient to the 
tumor, and the internal administration 
of iodoform and iron, as a tonic altera- 
tive and resolvent. 

Dr. Powell being requested to give 
his opinion, stated that he did not believe 
he could throw any additional light upon 
the subyeot. He would merely say in 
reply to the question of Dr. Alley, that 
the treatment of goiter, especially the lo- 
cal treatment, should depend upon the 
nature of the enlargement — there being 
several, kinds known as goiter. He be- 
lieved the best treatment in all cases was 
the internal administration of iodide of 
potassium, and the application of the 
tincture of iodine to the parts, and to be 
injected in all the forms except the vascu- 
lar. He was of the opinion, however, 
that the disease was often hereditary, as 
he had known it to exist in two and three 
members of the eame family, and had 
observed that such cases seldom, if ever, 
recovered. Cases resulting from general 
bad .health were amenable to remedies 
and were of^n cured by treatment direc- 
ted aoeording to the nature and cause of 
the disease. 

Dr. J. J. Knott stated that he thought 
the disease was not hereditary in any case, 
and could not recall, in his reading, any 
authority for the hereditary theory. The 
disease seemed to be confined, as a rule, 
to certain localities, particularly in Switz- 
erland and other mountainous countries, 
and was more likely dependent upon an 
excess of lime in the water ; it might be 
the absence of salt and iodine, or to other 
endemic or local influences. He regarded 
iodine almost as a specific, especially in 
the early stages of the disease. 

Dr. Powell replied that he was aware 
that authors stated that the disease was 
very common in the mountainous dis- 
tricts, especially of the Alps, and that it 
was attriouted to some peculiarity of the 
water, but all agree that this opinion was 
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blued upoD no satisiactory evidence. He 
used the word hereditary becanae it is 
appropriately applied to all diseasea com- 
mnnicated by tne parent to the oftpring, 
and that it was an established fact that 
diseases of the glands conld be transmit- 
ted in the mysterious process of genera* 
tion as well as diseases of the Inngs, joints, 
eyes and skinr If his friend Di. JS^nott 
will consult the catalogues of the Nosolo- 
gists, he will find very iew diseases that 
are not capable of such transmission, and 
properly aenominated hereditary. 

iJr. E. J. Boach reported a labor case 
— a face presentation, the mouth present- 
ing. It was a primapara, and the labor 
continued from Thnraday until Monday 
momine. The waters were discharged 
on Fridar night. He did not see the 
case until Saturday, a ^^granny^' having 
been in charge. The case righted itself 
spontaneously on Monday morning. 
How was this to be accounted for after 
so long a time? There were circumstan- 
ces which led him to hope and wait in 
this case ; but are not such results ezceed- 



inrfy rare? 



Powell stated that spontaneous 
version in &ce presentation was depen- 
dent upon circumstances. The most fre- 
quent cause of &ce presentations, as staged 
by authors, is obliquity of the womb. 
Ihey are not fkce presentations in the 
beginning, but forehead cases, which are 
frequently adjusted spontaneously, par» 
ticularly if the chin presented under the 

J)ubis ; therefore, the great object in all 
ace presentations should be to bring the 
chin to the pubic arch, and leave the rest 
to nature; otherwise, should the vertex 
present to the pubis and the chin towards 
the posterior part of the pelvis, efiPorts 
should be maoe to convert it into a ver- 
tex position in order to prevent the diffi- 
culty that would necessarily occur from 
throwing a five inch diameter of the bead 
into a four or four and a half inch diam- 
eter of the pelvis. But should it not be 
possible to avoid this ptisidon, we must 
do the best we can ; first, attempt to pii^ 
up the head and bring down tne vertes. 



If labor is fiir advanced, this maneuvie 
will seldom succeed, and should the pel«* 
vie version be also impossible for the same 
reason, instruments should be resorted to: 
first the lever, then the common foro^ 
and crotchet* With these the desired 
change is often eflected, provided the 
operator is thoroughly acquainted witb 
the mechanism of labor and the move* 
ments to be made in each particular case; 
but in some cases the best directed efibrts 
will prove abortive, and the perforator 
and embryotomy forceps must be resorted 
to. 

Dr. W. B. D. Thompson stated that 
such malpresentations were not likely to 
occur before the entrance of the fetus into 
the superior strait. He thought that bad 
handling was the usual cause of such 
difficulties. 

Dr. Enott said he had encountered a 
similar case to the one mentioned, caused 
by the manipulations of a midwife. He 
succeeded in rectifying the position and 
delivering the child. 

Dr. Word reported a case of miscar- 
riage at four and a haU months, in which 
much titmble was «ico«ntered in the de- 
livery of the after-birth, and inquired as 
to the practice of members in such cases.. 
It had been his rule, in all instances 
where the hemorrhage was excessive,, 
whether the result of a partially detached 
ovum or placenta, to deliver by placing 
the heels of the patient to the buttocks^ 
the body being slightly elevated; then 
by pressure with one hand, above the 
symphisis to force down the womb, and 
with one or two fingers in the vagina to 
detach and remove the contents of the 
uterus. But in the case reported, this 
plan, by reason of the unusual depth of 
the pelvis and the firm attachment of the 
placenta, was found impracticable for the 
first time in his experience* 

Dr. J. J. Enott stated that he thought 
there was very little risk from retained 
placenta in abortion. Had known it 
retained many days without any nn&vorw 
able results* 

Dr. Thompson ooncaoed with Dr» 
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Knott There was no seriooB danger 
from retained afW-birth in these prema- 
ture cases; mentioned a oaae at the fourth 
month, in which all efforts to deliver the 
«eoundines fiiiled, and which was not dis- 
charged until the fourteenth day. 

Dr. A. R. Alley mentioned A ease of 
abortion at the fourth month — a re- 
tained placenta ; was attended by a blacky 
grumous, fotid discharge. Portions were 
detached and removed. Under the use 
of whisky and ergot, it was all inally ex- 
pelled. Thinks that there must be mucdi 
danger from absorption of septic matter 
in such cases, for which reason, considers 
the early removal of the placenta import- 
ant. 

Dr. Powell : The placenta is not well 
developed at so early a stage of labor. 
In abortion, previous to the fourth 
month, it is not necessary to make any 
^rreat efibrt to deliver the membranes. 
Certain authors have recommended for- 
ceps and scoops for this purpose, but 
these are now generally discarded. In 
more advanced cases, or at full time, 
there might be risk for the placenta to 
remain longer than a day or two, but in 
these early cases may be let alone, and 
antiseptic washes used and chlorate of 
potash given internally. In the ease of 
Dr. Word, the placente was probably ad- 
herent or partially detached. In such 
cases, a reasonable effort having &iled, I 
use the tampon. It is safe to use the 
tampon in such cases, because the womb 
is small, and cannot, therefore, hold 
blood enough to eadanger the patient. 
At fall time, this would not be the case^ 
and the tampon would not be admissible, 
and it might be necessary to introduce 
the hand into the womb, secure its con- 
traction, and deliver the after-birth. In 
normal cases, unattended by excessive 
hemorrhage, he did not adopt the prac- 
tice so fashionable of late of the speedy 
delivery of the after-birth. 

Dr. H. B. Lee differed with Dr. Pow- 
ell on the point last mentioned : placoita 
should be delivered at once ; ccmcealed 
hemorrhage sometimes resulted from de- 



lay. The parts are less sensitive imme- 
diately after the delivery, and less pain is 
occasioned by the removal. Use pressure 
upon the womb externally, secure its con- 
traction, follow it down and deliver. If 
Crtially detached, all agree that it should 
removed. If whofly detached, cer- 
tainly no harm can result from its re- 
moval. It was seldom necessary to in- 
troduce the hand into the womb. One 
or two fingers usually could accomplish 
the ot^ect. 

CORROSIVE SUBLIMATE IN 
DYSENTERY. 



Bt Oxaeus H* HiXb, M.D., of Maooa, Qa. 



A married woman, of twenty-eight, ap- 
plied to me through her husband. For 
two months she nail been daily having 
from ten to twenty straining, painful 
operations, ffiooes sometimes natural, 
yet afterward mucus and blood ; and 
again fioces soft, mucus and blood inter- 
mixed. He represented that she had no 
fever; may p^issibly have had some in 
the beginning ; she was weak ; had no 
appetite and suffered continual pain. 
Had been treated by a physician with 
castor oil, frequently repeated as a pur- 
gative, opium, etc. I gave him one-half 
grain of corrosive sublimate, dissolved in 
eight ounces of water, directing that she 
sh<mld take four teaspoonsfuls of this each 
day. He reported in one week that bis 
wife was very much better, but still had 
four or five actions each day, and very 
much of the sam^ character. I continued 
the mercurial, same dose, and directed 
five grains of sulphate of copper in a pint 
of water, to be used twice daily by enema. 
Reported in a week that his wife was 
well. 

A negro man of fifty came to me first 
of January, 1877. For six months he 
had been troubled each dar with teasing 
<le«'re to stool, and would pass mucus 
an*! blood at each effort; no fever; con- 
siderable emaciation. Tongue was so 
coated with tobacco that I could gain na 
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information from its appearance. There 
were no piles; neitlier had been. He 
had taken castor oil, opium and other 
medicines as prescribed. My diagnosis 
was catarrh of rectum. I gave him half gr. 
corrosive sublimate in a pint of water, di- 
recting him to take a teaspoonful every 
two hours. He reported in a week, say- 
ing he was much better than he had been 
for months. Continued treatment ; met 
him accidentally one month afterward ; 
Jie said he was entirely well and working 
every day. 

November, 1876. A lady of twenty- 
six years. For eighteen months she had 
suffered with frequent discharges from 
her bowels. For days she would have 
small, frequent and intensely painful dis- 
charges of mucus and blood. Suddenly 
these would cease, and she would have 
large, very thin and offensive actions, and 
these very frequent. She was greatly 
emaciated, her tongue reddish, very 
smooth, something like the surface of a 
glass. Her appetite was variable, some- 
times morbid, and then again, having a 
loathing of all food. Her abdomen was 
tender and flat. She was up, and at- 
tempting to keep house, but very feeble. 
She had been under various treatments, 
lay and professional; was convinced that 
no good would result from any treat- 
ment, especially averse to ^'bad-tasting 
medicine.'' L>iagnosing a chronic ca- 
tarrhal condition of whole alimentary 
mucus membrane, I prescribed one grain 
of corrosive sublimate to a pint of water, 
teaspoonful every two hours ; five grains 
of salicin three times a day. To have, 
per anum, an injection of sulphate of 
copper (five grains to a pint of water.) 
Salicin was discontinued afler one week, 
and the corrosive sublimate continued for 
three weeks longer. In January, two 
months after my first visit, she had gained 
flesh wonderfully. Her actions were free 
from blood and mucus, and had been for 
four weeks. In twenty-four hours she 
would have from two to five rather loose 
actions. Abdomen was no longer tender. 
She was very much stronger, and very 



hopeful of final cure. Bismuth and tonic 
were prescribed. First of March she re> 
ported herself welK 

A girl of eleven years. For months 
she had had an affection of the bowels ;; 
was very pale ; had lost much flesh ; ap- 
petite variable and capriciotts^ She would 
have a natural-looking action, but ac- 
companied with great pain, and around 
the fsBces mucus and Mood. This proba- 
bly once or twice in twenty-four hours, 
but all through the day and night, as 
much as fifteen or twenty times, she 
would have smaU discharges of nothing 
but mucus and blood, with great strain- 
ing and pain. She had been treated by 
many doctors. I examined her rectum, 
but could diseever no fissure, ulcer, or 
piles. Diagnosing a chronic catarrh of 
rectum, prescribed small doses of mercury 
and chalk ; and as her digestion was im- 
perfect, pepsin, ten grains with each meal* 
She soon evidenced improvement, and in 
three months was dismissed perfectly 
well. 

A lady, about twenty-five, had been 
three weeks sick with rheumatism ; was 
taken with an intercurrent dysenterry ; 
stools very frequent, slimy and bloody; 
great tenderness. I found her taking 
laudanum very freely. She was the pa- 
tient of another physician ; he being called 
out of town, I was called in. I stopped 
the laudannm and the rheumatic remedies; 
gave her one hundredth of a grain ofcor^ 
rusive sublimate everv two hours. In 
twelve hours she was greatly relieved, 
and in forty-eight hours had no further 
trouble. 

A quadroon woman, of twenty or 
twenty-five years, had been sick three 
day?, discharging from her bowels blood 
and mucus, with a great deal of tenesmus, 
considerable tenderness over the whole 
abdomen ; high fever. Prescribed castor 
oil; quinine, as an antipyretic, twenty 
grains in two doses. Turpentine stupes 
over the abdomen ; laudanum to be given 
as soon as oil acted. Next day my pa- 
tient was no better in any particular ; <m1 
had acted,, laudanum, etc., been given* 
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ContiDued qainine (eighteen grains in 
two doses ;) ordered one-half grain of oor- 
Toeive sublimate in half a pint of water, 
teaspoonful every two hours. Next day 
fever was not quite so high, dysentery 
possibly slightly better, discharges not so 
frequent and tenesmns not so distressing. 
Continued quinine and corrosive subli- 
mate. Fourth day — ^Temperature nor- 
mal; tenderness over the abdomen great- 
ly improved ; reported only two actions 
since last visit, much more fcecal in char- 
acter. Stopped quinine, continued mer- 
cury. Patient had no further trouble. 

These cases are taken from my case- 
book, to illustrate the efficacy of '' small 
and frequently repeated doses '^ of mer- 
cury in this disease. There cannot be 
any doubt of the success, in the great ma- 
jority of cases, of this method of treat- 
ment. I could furnish records of many 
more successful oases, and a few unsuc- 
cessful ones, treated in this manner. My 
success so fkr has been very gratifying, 
greatly preponderating. Ringer, who 
advises it in his book, deserves no credit 
for it except for popularizing it. Any 
one curious on the subject of his small 
doses, not only in this disease, but in al- 
most every other one of his recommenda- 
tions, has only to refer to homoepathic 
works and find that he has plagiarized. 
Take up any one of their worxs, even the 
domestic manuals of twenty-five years 
ago, and you will find corrosive sublimate 
put at the head of the list of remedies in 
dysentery. Although a regular physician 
of the strictest sect, I believe we ^should 

five credit even to irregulars where they 
eserve it. — Med. and Surg, Rep. 

THE USE OF COLD AND HEAT 

IN FEVERS. 



Bt Frank Alport, M.D., Stoamobb, III. 



In the treatment of the febrile state 
there are two methods of procedure, one 
of which is endorsed by a large portion 
of the profession both in this country and 
Enr(^e, the other is struggling for a posi- 



tion, and already numbers among its ad- 
vocates some of the best names known to 
medicine. They are apparently so dia- 
metrically opposite in their action as to 
excite the inquiry why they can both be 
used in dealing with the same affections. 
I have reference to the external applica* 
tion of cold ai)d of beat. So pertinent 
indeed is the query that it is well worth 
while to stop and consider if the results 
of their employment may not be simi- 
lar, although the means used are so dif- 
ferent. 

Internal heat is one of the most impor- 
tant of all the &ctors concerned in fevers 
of every description, and is invariably 
present. Tiie extent to which it is found 
in each individual case militates largely 
for or against the recovery of the patient 
It is therefore of great moment that some 
means be found by which we may nearly 
or quite free the system of this exalted 
internal temperature; bearing in mind 
always that rieaJt is not the disease, but 
the result of the retention within the body 
of the products of excretion. 

Probably more than to medicine the 
profession looks to either one of these 
remedies (cold or heat) to brin^ about 
this end. Let us then briefly analyze the 
action of each, afler which we may, by a 
comparison of their merits and demerits, 
arrive at a conclusion as to iirbich we may 
look upon with the greatest reliance for 
the accomplishment of the object in view. 
First, then, as to cold. The first efiect 

E reduced is a shock, which foir the time 
eing paralyzes the nerves controlling 
the vascular system, throws the blood to 
the viscera, closes the pores of the skin 
and exalts the internal temperature. In 
a short time a reaction generally sets in. 
The blood flows to the surface and re- 
lieves visceral congestion^ the pores of the 
skin are opened, a gentle perspiration 
suffuses the body, and the temperature is 
reduced a certain number of degrees. 
Very soon a counteraction commences, 
the blood recedes from the surface and 
the original, or even more than the origi- 
nal, degree of internal heat is present. 
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Upon the application of beat the action 
on the STStem is about as follows : In 
the first place, the blood gradually leaves 
the viscera and seeks the surface. The 
pores are opened and a perspiration breaks 
forth, which soon becomes profuse, and, 
as the system is emptied of the accumu- 
lated poisons, the temperature is reduced 
a certain number of d^rees. After the 
heat is reduced and the perspiration lim- 
ited, the temperature of the body again 
runs up fo or within one or two degrees 
of the original, sometimes equalling it ] 
but under proper management, in a fairly 
oommencea case of fever, where the dis- 
ease terminated favorably, I have never 
seen it exceed it. These may be said to 
be the*respective actions of the two reme- 
dies. 

It will be observed, that whereas with 
cold, shock and exaltation of temperature, 
are the effects produced ; with heat there 
is no shock, no exaltation of temperature, 
and the good results at once become mani- 
fest. I have said in reference to cold, 
^' a reaction generally sets in." I have 
heard and read of cases where patients 
never recovered; death occurring from 
the shock. The reaction then, does not 
always occur, in which case death is the 
result. It is reaction therefore, which 
does the good, indeed which saves the 
patient's life from the first effects of the 
remedy, viz: closure of the cutaneous 
pores, shock, and increased visceral con- 
gestion. It* I may use a non-medical 
illustration, the application of cold, is like 
the experiment of Mr. Squeers, who al- 
most knocks poor Smike off the trunk 
with one hand, and saves him from fall- 
ing with the ether. It is not then to the 
immediate effect of cold to which the 
benefit may be ascribed, but to the pow- 
erful recoil of the system, from the snock 
produced by the application of cold. 

To bear me out in these assertions, I 
will quote the words of the editor of the 
British Medical Journal^ while speaking 
of the external application of cold in 
fevers : ''The only contra*indications to 
this treatment, are, first of all, hemor- 



rhage from the bowels in typhoid fever, 
even if it be present in the slightest de- 
gree, perforation also precludes its oon- 
tinnance." These sentiments are from the 
pen of an advocate of this method of pro- 
cedure, and they would seem to show, 
that notwithstanding a reaction may take 
place, it is erroneous practice to plunge 
the patient into a cold aftnsion, tiras still 
further congesting the already highly in- 
flamed viscera. In the treatment of the 
febriculse, we must bear one idea constant- 
ly in mind, viz : at present we have no 
specifics for this state, and we must treat 
the symptoms. The patient should be 

S laced in the best possible general con- 
ition to recover, if any organ or or- 
gans are found to be acting improperly, 
the error should be correct. Perhaps 
more important than all, we must see to 
it, that the secretory and eliminative or- 
gans are acting with a normal, and even 
more than a normal degree of activitgr. 
Therefore, when we see, as we do, almost 
if not quite invariably, in the febrile state, 
that while more urea, carbonic acid, and 
other eliminative materials are produced, 
yet the quantity of these substances cast 
off, is fess than in health, we must aim, 
by every possible means, to correct the 
error. 

No one can doubt the usefulness of the 
skin as an excretory organ, in this pre- 
dicament, and to it we should direct our 
attention first, I say "first*' because the 
kidneys, bladder, etc., are in such a con- 
gestea and diseased condition, that they 
are largely incapacitated for work, and 
only by a vicarious elimination can they 
be relieved of this state, and rendered 
equal to the task assigned them. 

Dr. Davis says that the only two 
cases of complete suppression of urine 
which have ever occurred in his own prac- 
tice, following searlet fever, were bene- 
fited only by those remedies which pro- 
moted t^'e elimination of the retained ele- 
ments through the skin, kidneys, and 
bowels. In these severe cases, specifics 
were set aside, and only such means 
adopted as were directed to placing the 
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syntem m the nearest to a normal oondi* 
tioo possible, viz: by looking to the ex- 
eretions. If socfa treatment 10 oorreot in 
the severer oases, why is it not just as re- 
liable in milder ones ? And yet how 
often do praotitioners tamper in the be- 
ginning of fevers with so-called ^'speoi- 
tics," etc., who are compelled, when the 
disease becomes of an alarming type, to 
resort to remedies controlling elimina- 
tion. 

Considering the foregoing &cts, we 
are led to conclude, that profuse and 
steady perspiration is a' most desirable 
and important end to be attained. 

It would appear that fever is simply a 
^tate of innervation produced by the 
septic influences of a (possible) "fever- 
poison,'^ and kept alive by the non-elim- 
ination of natural and abnormal ele- 
ments of excretion that should be cast 
off. The delirium and coma of scarlet 
fever are, then, simply symptoms pro- 
duced by this innervated state, and the 
retention and circulation in the tissues 
of the brain of the manu&ctured, but 
not excreted poisons. 

A comparison of the reduction of tem- 
perature, produced respectively by the 
application of external cold or heat, 
shows that the former is the most deci- 
ded in its action. Dr. Beal cites cases 
from the practice of Dr. Wilson Fox, 
where the temperature was reduced by 
a single immersion, eleven degrees. The 
reduction by heat has never, so &r as I 
can learn, equalled this by several de- 
grees. This might at firat be deemed 
an argument in &vor of cold. On the 
contrary, it is one against it, for there 
can be no doubt that such rapid and ec- 
centric changes are generally of positive 
Ziry. We must bear in mind that, 
r this excessive reduction of temper- 
ature, a counteraction takes place, and 
the thermometer will in a very short 
time register a rise of as many, and gen- 
erally more than as many, degrees as 
were previously lost. Such decided and 
sudden changes cannot be of benefit. 
What we want is a gradual but sure de- 



clination of temperature, such as we 
obtain from the proper application of 
external heat. The temperature in this 
mode of treatment, under proper cir- 
cumstances, and if the ^^sweat'' is given 
often enough, rarely returns to its for- 
mer height, but will register a sure loss, 
although it is not so rapid as in the 
treatment by cold. In this particular I 
would say that Dr. T. Oifford Albutt, 
A. M., an advocate of the '^cold bath 
treatment,'' states that a too rapid dimi- 
nution of temperature is positively in- 
jurious in fevers. With this idea in 
mind, he endeavors, while still clinging 
to the "cold bath,'' to somewhat modify 
the application of it, in order that so 
rapid a diminution may not be produced. 
Another reason why the "cold bath" 
should not be used, is that the patient 
requires too much careful watching, such 
as it is almost impossible for a physi- 
cian in full practice to give. Again, Dr. 
Albutt says : "I would urge the contin- 
ual presence of a medical man. The 
whole treatment must be managed with 
the utmost precision, and all tendencies 
to shiver or syncope, should be watched 
by a skillful observer, or irreparable 
damage may be done in five minutes." 
Now it is evident that only in a hos- 

Eital can a physician be constantly with 
is patient (and even there it would be 
difficult), to act immediaiely upon the ap- 
proach of certain symtoms, and a phy- 
sician would hardly feel justified in pla- 
cing such a powerful and easily ratal 
remedy in the hands of the laity. Is it 
then proper to continue the use of this 
remedy, so potent for evil, while we 
have, in heat, an agent capable of doing 
more good, with no practical risks, pro- 
vided the patient receives reasonable 
care from a competent nurse, in the ab- 
sence of the physician ? 

A comparison of the merits and de- 
merits of the external application of 
heat or cold, in the treatment of fevers, 
may assist in reaching a conclusion as to 
which is to be preferred, and for this 
purpose I submit the following table : 
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Heat. 

No shock IB experi- 
enced upon applying tlie 
remedy. 

Perspiration eron foK 
lows the application of 
heat. 



A gradnal deolination 
of temperature is ob- 
seryed. 

The temperature is 
not apt to rise aboTe that 
registered at the com- 
memement of the ap- 
plication, after the 
same. 

Proftise perspiration 
is produced, and it does 
not require to keep the 
temperature down, as 
many applications per 
diem as with the appli- 
cation of cold. 

Only a reasonable 
amount of care and 
watching is required. 



CM. 

A shock is experi- 
enced. 



Perspiration does not 
take place for som h time 
after cold has been ap. 
plied, and it i» dependent 
up^n a reaction, which 
may or may not take 
place. In the latter 
event, a fatal result is 
apt to occur. 

A sudden and great 
declination of tempera- 
ture is observed. 

The rcTerse is the 
rule. 



Only a gentle perspi- 
ration is produced. 



Pirectly the reverse 
is true. 



— Chicago Medical Examiner. 



THE PREVENTIVE TREATMENT 
OF PUERPERAL FEVER. 



By S. E. RoBiHsoH, M.D., of West Union, Iowa. 



In No. 20, Vol. xxxviiy Medical and 
Surfficcd Reporter, I find a notice, under 
" Periscope," of '* Local and Preventive 
Treatment o^ Puerperal Fever,'' from Dr. 
Fritsch. I have for sometime been sur- 
prised to see little under that head in our 
medical periodicals. We should have 
had many articles from the pens of the 
best men in the profession, calling atten- 
tion to the prophylaxis in this serious 
disease. 

A few years since, in the discussion of 
a paper on puerperal fever, presented to 
the Iowa State Medical Society, Profes- 
sor Cleaver, of Keokuk, remarked that 
he could say very little as to the best 
methods of treatment in this disease, for 



the reason that he had not seen a case in 
his own practice ibr a number of years, 
or at leasts not when his directions had 
been followed in the treatment of the 
poet-partum period. I was surprised — I 
may say astonished — to hear that from a 
man of his standing and extensive prao* 
tice in midwifery ; for, practicing as I 
do, in a small town, with decidedly 
healthful surroundings, and doing a not 
remarkably large obstetric business, I waa 
in the habit of seeing several cases annu- 
ally, and I was confident that I used at 
least ordinary care and skill in the man- 
agement of my patients. 

Dr. Cleaver went on to say that he 
uniformly directed a copious vaginal in- 
jection of carbolized water, two, three or 
four times a day, for several days follow- 
ing delivery, and that in no case, where 
his directions were obeyed, had he seen a 
case of puerperal fever. 

I may not have reported here just the 
doctor's langui^, but have given the 
substance of his remark. I do not re- 
member just how he prepared the fluid 
for injection, just the quantity of carbolic 
acid to the pint of water (he never used 
less than a pint at each operation, I 
think), but ever since I got the idea from 
him, I have used it in practice with per- 
fect success, as have several of my pro- 
fessional neighbors and friends, and I do 
not doubt many others are doing the 
same elsewhere. 

Professor Cleaver believed the disease 
was occasioned almost entirely by the ab- 
sorption of septic matter from the decom- 
position of retained material in the va- 
gina. Blood and shreds of membrane 
retained in the uterus would be more 
likely to be expelled, or drain into the 
vagina, than they would to escape f(*om 
the vagina before decompositon and leave 
it free and clean ; consequently, the thor- 
ough washing of the vaginal mucous 
membrane, with plenty of warm water, 
is the thing of greatest importance. 
Then, to provide against a possible want 
of thoroughness in the operation, it is 
well to add a disinfectant. My 
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Eractioe is to prescribe eqaal parts of oar* 
olio acid and glyoerioe mixed (the aoid 
is more readily and perfectly soluble in 
water if at first dissolved- by glycerine) ; 
of this, I direct a teaspoonfal to each pint 
of warm water^ or Castile soap and water, 
to be used as a vaginal douche, or injec- 
tion, npt less than a pint to be used at 
each operation, and to be repeated, in or- 
dinary cases, three times a day, for the 
first two or three days, then twice daily 
for three or four days longer. I seldom 
find a patient who is not quite willing to 
follow instructions in this matter, the 
comfort and relief from '^ after pains" 
being sufficient inducement, even though 
there be no reason to fear any fever or 
other complications. 

In cases where the labor has been te* 
dious, or where turning, forceps, or any 
operation has been peiformed, I direct 
that the injection be repeated for the first 
three days every four or six hours, using 
snffioient quantity that it shall fiow from 
the vagina free from any stain of blood, 
clear. Should the lochia be suppressed, 
I still advise the copious injection ; this, 
however, seldom occurs, though the nurse 
may not discover much flow, for reason 
of the discharge being carried away by 
the douche. In a few cases that had no 
tediousnera or complication, I have di- 
rected simply Castile soap and water, and 
with good results. 

In a few cases, the family having no 
convenience for using the vaginal wash, 
having neglected it after being advised 
to procure a syringe, etc., I may say a 
Mattison, Davidson, or any syringe ca- 
pable of giving a continuous stream, or 
using a quantity of fluid without re- 
peated introductions, and a tin wash 
dish, is all that is necestary, though a 
bed pan is quite a convenience. Then, 
sometimes, I am called two or three 
days after delivery to find my patient 
has had chill, followed by fever, abdom- 
inal tenderness, arrest of thelochial dis- 
charge, and all the symptoms of the be- 
ginning of J>uerperal fever. My treat- 
ment then IS, to insist upon the imme- 



diate use of the vaginal douche ; some- 
times direct a saline cathartic, and if 
there be any reason to suspect malarial 
complications, give a few doses of qui- 
nine, and if there be no malaria, the 
quinine does no harm; it stimulates 
more perfect and rapid involution, adds 
to the nervous force of the patient, and 
in that way helps to eliminate, if it does 
not neutralize, poison in the blood. 

I can now say, with Professor Cleav- 
er, that " I have not had a case of puer- 
peral fever for several years.^' I have not 
used the precaution advised by Dr. 
Fritsch, of disinfecting the hands, but I 
approach my cases always, I think, with 
clean hands, and should not object to 
the use of disinfectants, brushed around 
and under the nails, but have not found 
it necessary. — Med, Rtp. 



BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM IN 

THE UNCONTROLLABLE 

VOMITING OF PREG- 

NANCY. 



Bt SaMUBL 0. BUSST, M.D., WASHUIOTONt D. C, 

President of the Medical Society of the 
District of Columbia. 



As it is my purpose simply to set forth 
the utility of the potassium bromide in 
the treatment of this obstiuate^ but, for- 
tunately, rare complioation of pregnancy, 
I will not undertake any comparison of 
the relative merits of the numerous 
agents which have been recommended 
by their respective advocates. In the 
accomplishment of this object I am for- 
tunate enough to possess the memoranda 
of two cases prepared by competent and 
impartial observers, to which cases I 
was called through their kindness and 
partiality. The first case occurred in 
the practice of my friend, Dr. P. J. 
Murphy. 

Case I. "Mrs. McC, white, aged 28, 
a very stout and robust married lady, 
never had been pregnant, though mar- 
ried for fire years, suffered a great deal 
at her menstrual periods from pain in 
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the back and lower part of abdomeoi 
flow always soantf , laating naually bat 
one day^ very nervooa and excitable. 
After treatment of several months the 
above symptoms were relieved^ and she 
beoame pregnant in the spring of 1874. 
Two weeks sabseqoent to the date at 
which the menses should have ooourred| 
profuse salivation ensued, several doxen 
handkerchiefs being required during the 
twenty-four hours ; there was obstmate 
constipation, irelieved temporarily by en* 
omata, constant vomiting, the simplest 
nutriment bdng ejected. The various 
remedies recommended in such cases 
were tried, oxalate of cerium, minute 
doses of calomel, efiervescing nitrate of 
cerium, iced champ^ne, etc., but to no 
purpose. My patient becoming alarm- 
ingly prostrated, I called to my assistance 
Dr. Busey, who ordered drachm doses of 

Ctass. bromide in two tablespoonfuls of 
ef-tea, injected per rectum, every four 
hours. This treatment completely ar- 
rested the vomiting in a fow days, and 
with it all the nervous phenomena passed 
away. Mrs. McC. was now in the fifth 
month of pregnancy, and enjoyed com- 
paratively good health until towards the 
close of the sixth month of pr^nancy, 
when she aborted, the abortion arising 
partly from her debilitated condition and 
partly from undue excitement on hearing 
of sudden bad news.'' 

To the above notes Dr. Murpby is kind 
enough to append the following history 
of the second pn^nancy of the same 
hidy: — 

'' In the summer of 1876 she ugain be- 
oame pregnant, and the same phenomena 
which accompanied her first gestation 
were again observable. She was then 
under the care of an eminent physician 
in New Jersey, and her condition became 
such that I was telegraphed for, her 
friends supposing her to be in a dying 
condition. 

^* The physician in attendance had ex- 
hausted all his resources, and had called 
in another to assist him. When I arriv- 
ed her condition was very critical, pulse 



small and thready, 120 per minute, great 
restlessness, skin hot, tongue dry, brown, 
and furred, great pain over epigastrium, 
and all the .symptoms aocompanyii^ 
great exhaustion. 

*' I recommended the treatment pur- 
sued with such suceess in her former 
sickness, and left, asking to be informed 
of the result. 

'^Almost immediately after the third 
injection she was relieved. Mrs. McC. 
went to full term, and I had the pleasure 
of deli vering her of a fine healthy female 
child/' 

The second case exhibits more mark« 
edly the salutary effects of the potassium 
bromide. It occurred in the practice of 
Dr. Mackall, whose extensive experienoe 
and accurate observation entitle his opin- 
ion to the highest consideration. , The 
following extract from a letter from him 
ftirnishes the preliminary details of the 



Case II. ''Mrs. E.'s husband consult- 
ed me in my oflSce about the 25th of 
April, 1877, with reference to her condi- 
tion. He stated that his wife was three 
or three and a half months pregnant with 
her first child, and had been free from 
nausea and vomiting until a few days 
prior to his seeing me ; but that these 
symptoms had suddenly become marked 
and distressing. As she declared that 
she would not see a physician, be thought 
it best that I should prescribe without 
visiting her. Accorainglv I directed 
some simple medicine (I think, trisnit. 
of bismuth.) On the following day I 
learned that the medicine had afforded 
no relief. It was, therefore, dtsoontinu* 
ed, and oxalate of cerium substituted. 
This also foiled, and, from the description 
of her condition, I felt that her wish not 
to see a physician should be longer re- 
garded. On visiting her I found her 
very ill ; pulse barely perceptible, ex- 
treme restlessness, extremities cold, vom- 
iting incessantly. During the night and 
morning she had repeatedly ejected blood, 
and was still now and then vomiting it 
up in quantities of a tablespoonfiil or 
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mora The tip and tidet of the tongae 
were red and glaied. Oreet tenderness 
onpreasare oTerthe epigaetrium. She 
had not alept, not retainra a particle of 
£)od for two days. 

'' Daring the next twenty-foar bonra, 
there was no recurrence of the hiemate- 
mesta^ but otherwise her condition re* 
mained unchanged, although evei^ means 
that suggested itself was fitithfulfy triedr 

'^AnoUier day passed without improve* 
ment. No medicine, no form of nutri* 
ment oould be retained by the stomach 
(her only support was by means of nutri- 
tive and stimulating enemata). A blis* 
ter applied over the pit of her stomachi 
morphia injected hypodermically, starch| 
and Jaudanum enemata and other meas- 
ures failed in accomplishing material 
benefit. A vaginal examination being 
made^ marked anteflexion of the womb, 
with enlargement and tenderness of the 
fundus, was revealed. I now requested 
her friends, who had been previously ap- 
prised of her danger, to have you called 
in consultation, and you are fitmiliar with 
its subeequent history.. I will leave to 
yon the nirther descriptbn of the case, 
together with the treatment adopted. In 
oondusion, however, I desire to express 
my conviction that the large enemata of 
bromide of potash^ which you suggested, 
were mainjv instrumental in relieving the 
gastric imtabiltty. I would also state 
that when the nausea and vomiting were 
arrested, they oeaaed, I may ^j, alrapir 
hr, and did not again recur, except for a 
tew hours once or twice several weeks 
after her convalesence. 

** Further, to show to what extent the 
patient bad been reduced, I mention the 
&ot that she could not be even raised up 
in bed for about four weeks, and six 
weeks or more elapsed before she could 
be lifted into a chair ibr a few moments* 

"I saw Mrs. E. this morning ; she is 
now perfectly well, and £>r several 
months has been free from any nnpless* 
ant symptoms.'^ 

In addition to the svmptoms ennmenip 
tad by Dr. Mackalli there were present 



at the time of mv first visit great tremu- 
lottsness followed by sinking, which came 
on in paroxsms, usually occurring when 
any person unexpectedly approached her 
bedside, or when any effort to move was 
made. The pulse was barely, if at all, 
perceptible, tne si/rfeoe was cold, capil* 
larv circulation very languid, voice very 
feeble, and, when any attempt was made 
to speak, retching immediately ensued. 
Her expressi<Mi was anxions and distress* 
ed. Forty grains of the potassium bro* 
mide dissolved in a mixture of |}eef«tea 
and a half ounce of brandy, to which 
were added ten drops of laudanum, were 
ordered to be administ^ed per annum 
every four hours. The stomach to re- 
main at rest, nothing whatever to be 
E'ven per orem until further orders. The 
»efic»al effiMSts were manifest after the 
third enema, and, when 480 grains of 
the Inromide had been administered, the 
nausea and vomiting bad entirely ceased. 
After the first twenty-four honrs the in- 
terval between the enemata was length^ 
ened, and she was allowed to take nutvi- 
meat in very small quantities, at short 
intervals, by the mouth. Even after the 
discontinuance of the nausea and vomit- 
ing, and the suspension of the bromide 
and nutritive enemata, the alarming pros- 
tration was so peniatent, notwithstanding 
the ingestion oi what seemed to be an 
adequate amount of nutriment and stim- 
ulants by the mouth, that the propriety 
of induction of abortion was entertainea 
and discussed. During this period, 
which lasted several days, the brain seem- 
ed overwhelmed by the exhaustion, even 
though the heart had regained in 
a measure force and rhythm. Happily, 
howew, interference was delayed, the 
expectant plan of treatment persisted in, 
and complete reaction ensned. As stated 
by Dr. M«, she is now wdl, and e^Epeots 
to be confined during the ensuing month 
of November, 1877. 

As a rule, the bromide, in doses vaiy- 
iuff from SO gmins to one drachm, dis- 
solved in bee^tea, to which brandy and 
laudanum may or may not be added,. 
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should be given every foar hours until 
the nausea and vomiting have ceased, 
and the stomach will retain some bland 
food, and stimulants if necessary, and 
then it should be gradually withdrawn 
by extending the intervals between the 
enemata. This treatment has not failed 
in any case which has come under my 
observation; biit the practitioner must 
not imagine that with the suspension of 
the nausea and vomiting the case is con- 
claded. The effects of the deprivation 
of food ^nd fluids, together with the ner- 
vous and circulatory disturbances, may 
seriously protract convalesence, and ex- 
cite the gravest apprehensions. 

In conclusion, I must add that the 
method of treatment is net original with 
me. To Dr. Girabetti is due the credit 
of having first suggested and successfully 
applied this mode of administering the 
potassium bromide in obstinate vomiting 
of pregnancy. He administered it in in- 
creasing doses, giving 92 grains the first 
day^ 8 grammes the second, and 10 the 
third ; afbsr which he lessened the dose 
in proportion to the efiect produced.— 
Amer. Jour. Med. Sciences. 



OVARIOTOMY. 



In the course of some clinical remarks 
OB ovariotomy, made at the Samaritan 
Hospital, Mr. Spencer Wells detailed the 
^reat improvements that had taken place 
during the last few years in the diagnosis 
and treatment of ovarian tumors. The 
operation is now conducted in a light, 
airy, and quiet room, in which the pa* 
tient remains alone with her nurse for at 
least a week after the operation. No 
visitor is admitted to witness the opera- 
tion without declaring that he has at- 
tended no post mortem nor any case of 
infectious disease for a week previously. 
The patient is placed upon a table, lying 
on her back, warmly clothed, the lower 
limbd covered with a blanket, the heed 
and shoulders supported by pillows, the 
knees and hands secured by straps, a per* 
forated india-rubber sheet, so applied that 



only the front of the abdomen is uncover- 
ed, and she is asleep under the influence of 
what Mr. Wells believes to be the safest 
and best of known anieetheties, bi«chloride 
of methylene. All the instruments that 
can be wanted for the most complicated 
case are ready and at hand. There must 
not be, he says, any threading of needles 
at the last moment. The nurses have a 
precise number of perfectly pure and soft 
sponges, and plenty of small fine linen 
cloths for use before the sponges are 
wanted. Supposing daylight direct or 
r^ected fails. Mr. Wells has tried vari- 
ous kinds of reflecting lamps when search- 
ing for vessels deep in the pelvis ; but 
the most useful of all is the small medi- 
cal lamp recently introciuced by Golin, of 
Paris. All this is ready before visitors 
come into the room, and they are then re- 
quested to observe the meet absolute si- 
lence. It is quite a common thing for 
an operation to be completed without a 
single word having been spoken by the 
surgeon, the assistants or the nurses ; and 
if a reicnark is made by an unwary visitor, 
it is at once hushed. The incision in the 
abdominal wall, the stopping of bleeding 
from superficial vessels by torsion forceps, 
the division of the peritoneum, the expo- 
sure and tapping of the cyst, the separa- 
tion of adhesions, the management of ad- 
hering omentum or intestine, the ]i>reaking 
down of inner septa, and the withdrawid 
of the tumor from the abdominal cavity, 
the treatment of the pedicle, the examin- 
ation of the opposite ovary and uterus, 
the thorough cleansing of the pelvic and 
peritoneal cavities, the use of drainage* 
tubes if required, the closing of the wound, 
the dresmng and bandage— all are mat- 
ters of detail of great importance. The 
patient is carried from the operation table 
and placed in a warm, dry bed. The 
room is at once cleared and darkened, 
and when she awakes she finds herself 
alone with her nurse. Reoent chanses 
in the management of the patient after 
operation have been chiefly in the 
direction of rq^lating temperature. 
Enough opium is given to relieve pain. 
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bot no more. The patient is kept warm 
enough to encourage free action of 
the 'skin without being made un- 
comfortably hot. Food and drink are 
regulated by the instinctive desire for 
them. All the nurses are instructed in 
the use of the thermometer, and they are 
directed whenever the temperature rises 
above 100^ Fahr. to keep the head cool 
by means of the ice-water cap. If the 
skin is dry, very small doses of aconite 
are given frequently (half a drop of the 
tincture every half hour.) It is only in 
the rare exceptional cases of septicsBmia^ 
septic peritonitis, or pyamio fever that 
large doses of quinine or of salicylate of 
soda are thought of. In some few cases 
bleeding from the arm has been necessary, 
but, as a rule, the patients are let alone 
after the operation, and they get well. — 
London Practitioner. 



A CASE OF POSTPARTUM HEMORRHAGE 
TREATED BY HTATTS METHOD. 

I was called on the night of October 
2ath, 1877, to visit Mrs. M. T., age 22 
years, in labor with her first child. I 
arrived at 2 o'clock a. m., and was in- 
formed that she had been in labor since 
4 o'clock of yesterday afternoon. At 
the time of my arrival the bag qf waters 
had been ruptured, and the pains were 
recurring every twenty or thirty min- 
utes. I made a digital examination, and 
found the head presenting the left occi- 
pito anterior ; os fully dilated, and the 
conjugate diameter less than four inches. 
I waited until morning, entertaining the 
vain hope that nature would be sufficient 
to effect a delivery. I applied forceps, 
and after continued and repeated efiorts 
was unable to effect delivery, owing to 
the large size of the child's head and 
smallness of the superior strait. 

Finding it necessary to resort to cran- 
iotomy, and not having the necessary 
instruments with me, I sent for Dr. 
Hyatt to assist me. He came about 2^ 
o'clock on the 21st, and aft^r examining 
the patient agreed with me as to the ex- 
pediency, of we proposed operation. In 
a short time we succeeded in delivering 



the head, allowing the body of the child 
to remain in the uterus .and vagina.* We 
were apprehensive of uterine inertia and 
post-partum hemorrhage ; but we hoped 
that by waiting we woiud give the uterus 
sufficient time to regain power and re- 
main contracted after it was emptied of 
its contents. Aft;er waiting about half 
an hour, we delivered the Dody of the 
child, and found the placenta attached 
to the fundus of the uterus, and hemor- 
rhage began to flow profusely. While 
I was delivering the placenta, Dr. H. 
gave the patient a dose of fl. ex. of ergot. 
The flooding continuing after the re- 
moval of the placenta and blood clots. 
Dr. Hyatt handed me a rubber bag, 
which I passed into the cavity of the 
uterus. Aft;er its introduction, I dis- 
tended it with cold water by means of a 
Davidson syringe. I used about a pint 
and a half of water, which was sufficient 
to arrest the hemorrhage completely. 
The bag adapted itself to the open ends 
of the bleeding vessels and completely 
sealed them. While I held the oag in 
the uterus, Dr. Hyatt kneaded the uterus 
through the abdominal walls. In a few 
minutes, contraction of the organ came 
on and expelled the bag. There was no 
further trouble, and up to the present 
time the patient's convalescence has been 
in every way normaL 

This method of arresting post-partum 
hemorrhage is certainly the speediest, 
safest and most effectual to which I hare 
ever resorted. During the last twenty 
years, I have seen a number of cases of 
this alarming acfbident, and have used 
all the usual remedies recommended; 
but the method of treatment adopted in 
the case just reported, gives the best 
result of any known to me. I would 
suggest to those engaged in the practice 
of oostetrics to always be eouipped with 
a number of rubber bags (Barnes' dila- 
tors will do) and a Davidson syringe. 
Then the doctor need not fear any case 
of postrpartum hemorrhage which mav 
be due to uterine inertia. — 21 A. Woodm 
lejfj M. Z)., JSSfuton, N. C.^ tn Virginia 
Medioal Monihly. 
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ABSTBACTS Aim GLBANINGa. 



IODOFORM. 

M. Cuffer, in La Fnmoe Jfedicale, 
speaks highly of the therapeutic effects 
of iodoform as an external application. 
He states that although no veiy appre- 
ciable benefit has followed its internal 
administration^ its topical influence is 
very evident. Iodoform has a double 
action — ansesthetic and cicatrizing. Its 
ansesthetic properties render it usefiil in 
anal fissures^ hemorrhoids^ ulcerations 
of the throat and ulcerated cancers, es- 
pecially those of the face, mouth, breast, 
and cervix uteri. It is necessary to 
use the remedy in fine powder, and to 
apply it carefully to all the diseased 
sur&ce. The simplest way to obtain it 
in fine powder is to dissolve it in ether 
and allow the latter to evaporate. In 
using it for hemorrhoids it should be 
made into suppositories. It can be ap- 

Slied without danger in considerable 
OSes, no bad effects having resulted 
from its use. 

Its cicatrizing action is astonishing in 
its rapidity, ooft chancres, ulcerated 
buboes, mucous patehes, and syphilitic 
ulcers of any kind, yield to it. Phaga- 
denic ulcers are often arrested in their 
course, and onychin are cured in a few 
days. Scrofulous sores, lupus and 
epitheliomia of the lip have shown re- 
markable amelioration after its applica- 
tion. Inflammatory symptoms disap- 
pear, and exuberant granulations lose 
their unhealthy aspect, the progress 
made towards cure in a single day fol- 
lowing the use of iodoform being often 
astonishing. Its penetrating odor is a 
great objection to its use, but nothing 
that has been tried as a substitute hss 
given corresponding results. Its appli- 
cation requires certain precautions. The 
first is to apply it aft«r thoroughly 
cleansing the wound. This may be 



done with the spray of warm water.. 
Then the powder is applied and the 
wound covered with lint, the dressing- 
being changed daily or twice a day at 
first, the intervals being gradually 
lengthened as the cicatrization progress- 
es. It may be applied to the tnroat, or 
to the neck of the uterus, by dissolving 
it in ether and using the spray appara* 
tuB. (Tannin is said to disguise the 
smell of iodoform.) — Oanadian Journal 
of Medioal Soienee. 

TANNIN IN A CASE OF VERT INTRACTABLE 
VOMITING DURING PREGNANCY. 

Diboue reports a case of this kind in 
the Archives de Toxkohgie for September, 
1878. The patient was a young woman, 
about 22 years of age, whose constitu- 
tion was not very strong, bM who had 
never had any serious sickness. The 
vomiting commenced very early in her 
pregnancy, but only became alarming 
after two months. All the usual means 
— such as iced drinks, alcoholic liquors, 
champagne, bitters of various kinds, 
antispasmodics, tonics, opiates, bromide 
of potassium, chloral, belladonna, ete. — 
were tried without benefit. Before re- 
sorting to the induction of abortion, it 
was determined to try tannin, which was 
eiven in the form of a pill, and in the 
dose of 1^ grains morning and evening. 
Two hours after taking the first pill, the 
patient was able to take a little soup, 
and this she did again in the evenine* 
The vomiting was not entirely relievea, 
but was lessened to such a aegree that 
the nourishment could be taken and re- 
tained in sufficient quantity. An intense 
headache, which had lasted for some 
weeks, aLso disappeared in a few days, 
and strength was rapidly regained. — 
Wm. O. Dabney, M. D., CharhUesmOe, 
ra.,in Virgmia Medieal itmthiy. 
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THE IODIDE OF ETHYL IN THE TREATMENT 

OF ASTHMA. 

Tuesday, January 29, Prof. German 
See communicated to th'e Paris Academy 
a ftill report of his treatment of asthma 
by the iodide of potassium during the 
intervals and the iodide of ethyl during 
the attack, from which we make the 
following extract regardine the latter 
agent. The report is published in full 
in the France Medioale, Feb. 2, 1878. 

Chemistry. — The iodide of ethyl, dis- 
covered by Gray Lussac in 1826, is a 
mixture of two parts by volume of alco- 
hol and one of hydriodic acid. This 
ether, devoid of any reaction whatever, 
has an odor like chloroform, a piquant 
tajste and a density of 1.92 to 2.2 It is 
volatile, boils at 64^ C, without being 
inflammable and under the influence of 
air browns a little, due to some iodine 
set free. Its formula is C.H.I in equi- 
valents (Berthelol) its atonic formula 
being C. H. I. (Wurtz.) 

Histonf, — For twenty-five years it was 
forgotten until Huette with the design 
of using it as a substitute for iodine, 
which Laennec, Berton, Piorry, Scanda- 
more and Murray administered by inha- 
lation in the treatment of pulmonary 
phthisis, began to experiment with it 
upon himself and upon one of his 
finends. 

The following are the eflects observed 
after the inhalation of this ether mixed 
with air and collected with several mil- 
limetres of water in a flacon four centi- 
metres in height. 

After several inspirations the water is 
displaced and the ether is inspired. ^^It 
soon produced in the experimenter an 
impression of calm and comfort; the 
respiratory movements are executed 
with fecility and amplitude at once. A 
surcharge of vigor is observed in all the 
muscles, appetite develops, the secre- 
tions become active, the pulse acquires 
plenitude, sensations become keener 
and the intellectual activity increases." 

Physiology. — The following are the re- 
sults which I have observed in cases of 
patients suffering with dysponoea whom 
2 



I caused to inspire 6 to 10 drops of 
the iodide of ethyl 6 to 8 times a day : 

In the healthy individual we observe 
at the end of several seconds a greater 
facility of respiration, and this phenom- 
enon persists for several hours. 

There is no an»sthetic or soporific 
effect whatever. 

The heart and the circulation are not 
modified, although absorption takes 

Elace immediately almost, for iodine may 
e recovered from the urine in ten min- 
utes. 

Not infrequently there supervenes at 
the commencement of inhalation an ac- 
cess of cough. 

Therapy. — I have employed this aeent 
in five cases of asthma and the attack in 
all was rapidly arrested ; in one case 
more rapidly than aft«r nitrated fumi- 
gation or chloroform. In three cases of 
cardiac dyspnoea I have likewise re- 
marked favorable results. 

I have prescribed it also in three cases 
of chronic bronchitis accompanied with 
dyspnoea and the effect, though much 
less prompt, was nevertheless ffood. 

Lastly, eight days ago I haa occasion 
to prescribe it in a case of oedematous 
laryngitis in a patient aged 40, who was 
sent to me by M. Collin, our skillful 
fabricator of surgical instruments. For 
two days I hesitated over tracheotomy 
on account of threatened asphyxia and 
aphonia, but the patient recovered un- 
der inhalations repeated ten to twelve 
times a day. — British Med. Journal. 



MEDICAL APHORISMS. 

The following dogmatic form of stat- 
ing facts greatly simplifies the logic of 
conviction. They were picked out of 
Dr. Bartholow's Materia Medica by the 
American Practitioner: 

"Quinia performs its ofiices by means 
of its antiseptic powers ; is an antifer- 
ment. It may produce permanent deaf- 
ness. It arrests inflammation in its form- 
ing stage, and is excellent in scarlatina, 
variola, and rubeola." 

"Alkalies, in the treatment of rheu- 
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matism, are losing ground ; and quinia^ 
blisters and cold baths give better re- 
sults." 

"A solution of common soda^ freely 
applied, will often remove bromidrosis 
from the feet and axillary glands." 

"The sulphites, vaunted by PoUij are 
of no avail." 

"Blue Lick water (of Kentucky) is 
useful in abdominal plethora and obesi- 
ty. Hemorrhoids and engorgement of 
the pelvic viscera are relieved oy it,and 
excellent results are obtained from its 
prolonged use in glandular affections, 
hepatic, splenetic, uterine and prostatic." 

"Numerous cases of spina bifida have 
been cured by injection of tincture of 
iodine." 

"Mercury increases the flow of bile, 
not by augmenting its secretion, but by 
producing reflex constriction of the gall- 
bladder, mechanically forcing out the 
bile." 

"Spare women, by warm baths and 
inunctions of oil, may acquire flesh and 
roundness of form." 

"Phosphorus is the best remedy for 
impotence. Oleum phosphoratum con- 
sists of twelve grains of phosphorus, 
and one ounce of olive oil. Dose, five 
to ten drops," 

'^Fowler^s solution, in drop doses be- 
fore meals, arrests the vomiting of preg- 
nancy, and also the vomiting of chronic 
gastric catarrh from alcohol. Enteric 
diarrhoea is cured by arsenic." 

"Permanganate of potash relieves the 
condition in which lumbar pain, fre- 
quent micturition, and urine with pro- 
nise brick-dust sediment and intestinal 
indigestion, are associated symptoms." 

"Chloride of gold and sodium in ^ 
grain doses, thrice daily, will relieve 
nervous dyspepsia ; prevents decline of 
sexual power, cures sterility, and like- 
wise weak and ineffectual erections and 
diurnal seminal emissions." 

"Chloride of gold, in A- to ^ grain 
doses, produces remarkable improve- 
ment in chronic Bright's disease." 

"Seminal troubles that are relieved 



by gold are aggravated by bromide of 
potash, and vice veraaJ^ 

"Alum is the best cure for lead colic, 
and relieves the 'pain and nausea more 
certainly than any other remedy." 

"Digitalis possesses great utility in 
scarlet fever. It lowers the tempera- 
ture, and maintains the action of the 
kidneys." ' 

"Belladonna has real curative powetr 
in erysipelas, and without doubt has 
power to arrest lacteal secretion." 

"Opium is the most important agent 
we possess in the treatment of various 
inflammations." 

"Aconite is of the highest value in 
the eruptive fevers, especially in scarla- 
tina. It lowers the temperature, pro- 
motes diuresis and diaphoresis, and 
checks nasal, &ucial and aural inflam- 
mations. In measels it arrests the 
catarrhal pneumonia. In idiopathic 
erysipelas we have no . better remedy ; 
and in cerebral and spinal meningitis, 
prior to efiusion, aconite is as servicea- 
ble as in other inflammations." 

"Salicylic acid in typhoid, erysipelas, 
acute rheumatism, pneumonia, phthisis, 
etc., is only second to quinia as an an- 
tipyretic. For intermittents it seems 
nearly, if not quite equal to quinia." 

"Acu-puncture is so decided in its 
relief of pain, that some physicians con- 
tend that the anodyne effects of hypo- 
dermic injections oi morphia are due to 
the water, and not to the opiate. The 
injection of water, to be efficacious, 
must be near to the seat of pain. In 
fiicial neuralgia, sciatica, lumbo-abdom- 
inal neuralgia, lumbago, uterine colic, 
and irritability of the bladder, acua 
puncture possesses extraordinary power. 
In paralyzed and wasting muscles, it 
promotes nutrition of the muscles and 
contributes to the regeneration of mus- 
cular power. Thirty to sixty minims 
of water should be injected at the pain- 
ftil points ; and if no relief occurs in 
two minutes, repeat the remedy." 

"An ingenious use of bicarbonate of 
sodium to produce emesis, applicable in 
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narcotic poisoning. Sufficient soda is 
first swallowed^ and immediately after a 
suitable proportion of tartaric acid is 
taken. Bnsk effervescence ensues, 
thoroughly emptying the stomach." 

"Arsenic may cure epithelioma ; is 
useful in scirrhus, and palliative in ute- 
rine <»ses.'' 

"Eucalyptus, though an unequaled 
remedy in catarrh of the bladder, is a 
very inferior antiperiodic.^' 

"Hydrastin stands next to quinia as 
an antiperiodic ; is useful in all the con- 
ditions in which quinia is used, and is 
an excellent injection for gonorrhoea." 

POLYPUS OF THB UTERUS. 

A polypus is a pedunculated tumor of 
the womb. In addition to the polypus 
there are three kinds of fibroid tumors — 
the mural, submucous, and subperitoneal 
myoma of the womb. Some physicians 
divide polypi of the womb into four va- 
rieties, but there is practically no differ- 
ence between them. A polypus is very 
unlikely to return after it has been re- 
moved. Polypi are sometimes multiple. 
The more open is the os uteri, the easier 
it is to remove a polypus. In making 
• your diagnosis of a polypus be sure not 
to confound it with an inverted womb. 
The ecraseur has very often been applied 
to an inverted womb, mistaking it for a 
polypus. A polypus is insensitive, the 
womb is highly sensitive. When the 
tumor is an inverted womb, a rectal ex- 
amination will always show a cupped de- 
pression. Always pass your sound be- 
fore attempting to cut off^ a polyp. 
Supra-pubic palpation will reveal the 
womb present in, or absent from, its nor- 
mal position, as the case maybe. It is 
sometimes extremely difficult to get at 
the pedicle of a polyp. Here I cannot 
get the polypus altogether out of the 
uterine cavity, but I can distinctly feel 
its pedicle. The womb is not quite two 
and a half inches long. I think the 
polyp has pulled the fundus down 
slightly. 

I intend to use the wire ecraseur in 



this case. The wire may break, but I 
am prepared for that accident. I fiisten 
both ends of the wire to the travelling 
button, so as to get a crushing action. 
I am using for my loop a piece of piano 
wire ; wire used for producing the upper 
notes of the piano. The tumor is a 
large one, and, as you see, the bleeding 
from its delicate surface is extensive, if 
a polypus fills up the vagina completely, 
so much so that you cannot find room 
to apply the ecraseur, you may either 
(1) deliver it with the forceps, as you 
would the head of a child, or (2) you 
may put the ecraseur around as large a 
portion of it as possible, and so remove 
it piecemeal. Some years ago I had to 
perform three operations to get the 
whole mass away. Be very careful that 
you do not catch some part of the womb 
with your encircling wire. You see how 
easily I have brou^t this growth away. 
I have never had a single bad symptom 
follow this operation in my hands; of 
course, this has been a piece of good 
luck. — Medical and Surfficat liqporier, 

Ci RBOLATE OF SODA IN THB TREATMENT 

OF NERVOUS AFFECTIONS OF THE 

RESPIRATORY PASSAGES. 

According to Dr. Pernot, all nervous 
and spasmodic affections of the bronchi — 
asthma, catarrh, influenza, and simple 
colds at the outset — are markedly influ- 
enced by the vapor of this raw carbolate 
of soda. On whooping-cough its action 
is most striking. He has found from 
numerous observations that after from 
two to ten days of treatment the parox- 
ysms of coughing become much less fre- 
quent, less prolonged, and less severe, 
the vomiting diminishes or ceases, and 
respiration becomes easier. He has 
never seen the symptoms become worse 
after his treatment was begun. The 
treatment consists in volatilizing the 
liquid by means of heat in the sick-room 
two or three times a day. About 5 x. 
of the liquid are placed in a porcelain 
vessel and exposed to the flame of an 
alcohol lamp. It volatilizes almost com- 
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pletely. The patient is allowed to breathe 
a purer atmosphere for two or three 
hours between each sittings but a saucer 
containing some, of the liquid is constant- 
ly kept under the bed. Dr. Pemot re- 
ports a few cases of pertussis and one of 
asthma, which illustrate well the action 
of the remedy, and certainly seem to 
justify all that he claims for it. Where 
a porcelain cup and an alcohol lamp can- 
not be got, a heated fire-brick may be 
used to volatilize the drug. — Lyon Med- 
ical, Sept. 23, 1877. 

VACCINATION WITH HORSE-LTMPH. 

Prof, Demme reports several cases 
of vaccination in which humanized 
horse-lymph was used. The experi- 
ments were performed in the children's 
hospital at Berne, in Switzerland. Vac- 
cination was always successAil, with the 
exception of one or two punctures. 
Both the eruption and maturation of the 
vaccine pustules were delayed; the 
former from 1} to 2 days and the latter 
from 3 to 5 days. AH the pustules 
were very beautiful, and inflammatory 
reaction was much less than with the 
ordinary method of vaccination. 



TREATMENT OF CRACKED NIPPLES. 

The success obtained by M. Cheron 
in the treatment of fissures of the anus 
with picric acid, induced M. Charrier to 
use the same application ii^ the treatment 
of fissures of the nipple. He found that 
it relieved the pain and checked the mor- 
bid secretions in a very short time, while 
at the same time the delicate epithelium 
of the nipple became, as it were, tanned, 
and much less susceptible to altei^tion. 
In seven patients the application brought 
about a complete cure in from six to 
twelve days. The pain was relieved in 
from twelve to twenty-four hours, and 
nursing could be resumed without in- 
convenience to either mother or child. 
It is necessary that the picric acid used 
should be chemically pure, and complete- 
ly deprived of soda. Two solutions are 
used, one containing 13 parts of acid to 



1,000 of distilled water, and the other 1 
part to the 1,000. The nipple should 
first be thoroughly cleansed with warm 
water and a fine sponge, and the concen- 
trated solution then applied with a brush 
several times in succession to the fissures 
and all inflamed points. This is to be 
repeated every morning only, but after 
every nursing the nipple is to be held 
for three or four minutes in a small glass 
filled with the weaker solution. — OuzeUe 
MeaiecUe de Paris, Augiuit 4ih. 



GLTCERINE IN THE TREATMENT OF INTER. 
NAL HEMORRHOIDS. 

Dr. David Young reports, in the 
PradiUoner for January, a number of 
cases of internal hemorrhoids which he 
had successfully treated by means of 
glycerine, given internally, in doses of 
from one to three drachms, night and 
morning. He discovered this applica- 
tion of the remedy accidentally, from 
giving glycerine as a substitute for su- 
gar to a patient who was suffering from 
internal piles. Subsequent trials of the 
remedy have convinced him that glyce* 
rine should be added to our list of nalli- 
atives for this troublesome malady. — 
Mich. Med. News. 



NiTRO-MURiATic AciD should al* 
ways be prescribed by itself. A damag* 
ing explosion occurred lately in a mixt- 
ure ordered by a physician, containing 
that acid and tincture of cardamom. — 
PhOa. Med. Thnes. 



TOXIC PROPERTIES OF DYNAMITE. 

In a Paris thesis, M. Bruet simis up 
with the following conclusions as to the 
toxic properties of dynamite in nitre- 
glycerine Annadi ( Dniversali di Medidna, 
August.) 1 . Nitro-glycerine is a poison, 
the energy of which is in direct propor- 
tion to the rapidity of its absorption^ 
2. It is most violent when quickly 
absorbed ; a few drops are suflBcient to 
strike down an animal in five minutes, 
and death follows in clonic and tonic 
convulsions. 3. It is less dangerous 
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when absorbed slowly, and in this case 
kills by asphyxia, the £sital dose being 
lather high. A man exposed chiefly to 
the absorption of nitro-f lycerine has 
jather to fear the chronic or slight re- 
fiolts than acute poisoning or death. But 
he should avoid all conditions which 
may expose him to rapid absorption of 
the poison, as in this case there would 
be danger of sudden death. 4. For 
these reasons it is not superfluous to 
take precautions against exposure to an 
atmosphere in which particles of dyna- 
mite are given oiT. — London JtetL i£eo 
«rd, Nov. 15, 1877. 

MENSTBUATION AND OVULATION. 

Dr. T. Oaillard Thomas, at a meeting 
of the New York Obstetrical Society 
{American Journal of Obddric»y Oct. 
1877), said that he had repeatedly diag^ 
nosed double ovarian tumor from the 
absence of menstruation, and the opera- 
tion had shown the correctness of his 
opinion. He felt that the future would 
show that menstruation does depend on 
the function of the ovary. 

Dr. Noeggerath said that one case of 
menstruation persisting after the ovaries 
had been removed would prove the lack 
of dependence of menstruation on the 
ovaries, and many such cases had been 
collected. 

Dr. Thomas mentioned that he had 
removed both ovaries in ten cases. Two 
died ; of the remaining eight, only one 
had menstruated since the operation. — 
American Journal Medical Science. 



TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY. 

Dr. Schultz records in the Berliner 
KHnische Wochenschrift the case of a 
young man, eighteen years of age, the 
subject of epileptic attacks, which al- 
wavs came on at a certain hour in the 
day. It mattered not what he might at 
that time be doing, the attack never 
£uled. It was always preceded by an 
aura which lasted five or six minutes, 
and was followed by a sleep of several 
hours' duration. Quinine in large and 



small doses, promide of potassium, 
strychnine, belladonna, nitrate of silver, 
morphia, chloral, etc., were all adminis- 
tered without result ; the attacks contin- 
ued to recur at the fixed hour, and even 
occurred during sleep induced by chloral. 
Coming at this time under Schultz's 
care, he determined to test NothnageFs 
treatment, and administered a teaspoon- 
ful of ordinary salt during the aura. 
This did not at first prevent the attack, 
but when on the following day a heap- 
ing tablespoonful of salt was given at 
the very beginning of the aura, no at- 
tack took place. For one week the 
dose was administered at the usual time, 
although no aura was perceived. At 
the date of Schultz's report (seven 
weeks afterward) no attacks had been 
observed, though previous to the treat- 
ment, the patient had had them for 134 
days in succession. — St. Peter$burger Med, 
^oehenachrifl, No. 4, 1878. 



THE DANGERS OF INFLAMMABLE VOLATILE 

LtQUIDS. 

At Lyons, France, a young lady was 
about to undergo an operation requiring 
actual cautery. AnsBsthesia was pro- 
duced by ether, the vapor of which be- 
came ignited by the hot iron. The pa- 
tient was badly burned about the face 
and mutilated for life. The Lancet 
argues that where thermo-cautery is 
used, chloroform should be employed 
rather than ether. Care should be 
taken even in the application of collo- 
dion near a naked flame. . . The 
galvano-cautery is frequently used while 
etherization is going on — whether safely 
or not remains to be demonstrated. 



Excision of Larynx, and the use of 
artificial vocal apparatus, by Dr. Foulis, 
of Glasgow, is reported in the British 
Medical Journal^ Dec. 8th. The opera- 
tion was necessitated by malignant 
growth and gradual occlusion of the up- 
per larynx. It was a success, and the 
patient had been enabled, by a hard 
rubber laryngeal tube, with vibrating 
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reeds acting for vocal chords, to speak 
in a resonant^ loud and clear, though 
monotonous voice. The Lancet^^ Feb. 
2d, gives a cut, with description by Dr. 
Foulis, of the artificial larynx. . . 
This operation is said to be the first of 
the kind performed in Great Britain. — 
Society Ocmnty IGngs. 

MALT EXTRACT AS AN EMULSIFIER. 

Professor Geo. F. H. Markoe recent- 
ly called attention to malt extract as an 
emulsive agent for cod-liver oils and 
other oleaginous preparations. At the 
present time, when cod-liver oil is ex- 
tensively employed as a therapeutical 
agent, anything that will neutralize or 
^overcome its disagreeable oily character 
and bad taste will be welcomed by pa- 
tients. Extract of malt possesses the 
power of producing a perfect emulsion 
with cod-liver oil and extract of malt 
was exhibited, having a semi-solid con- 
sistence, in which the taste of cod-liver 
oil was more perfectly concealed than 
can be accomplished by any other known 
process. — Boston Medieai and Surgical 
Jaurnai. 



BELLADONNA IN DYSENTERY. 

Dr. Smith, of Cloverdale, Cal., rec- 
ommends the use of belladonna in the 
treatment of dysentery, and states that 
he has obtained more satisfactory results 
with it than with any other drug. He 
frequently gives from two to four drops 
of the fluid extract every one, two, or 
three hours, until the griping pains are 
relieved. The ftiU remedial effect is in 
some cases not manifest, until slight de- 
lirium or disturbance of vision is pro- 
duced, but these symptoms disappear 
when the belladonna has been withheld 
for a few hours. — Nashvibe Journal oj 
Medicine and Surgery , August, 1877. 

OVULATION WITHOUT MENi3TRUAT10N. 

The relation of the discharge of ova 
to menstruation and of menstruation to 
the discharge of ova is a question to 
which considerable attention has in re- 



cent years been directed. It has been 
shown repeatedly by anatomical exami- 
nation that menstruation may take place 
without the occurrenoe of ovulation, 
but similar evidence has hitherto been 
wanting in fevor of the belief that ovu- 
lation may take place without menstrua- 
tion. The opinion that ovulation may 
take place without menstruation has 
been based upon the fact that women 
who have never menstruated have borne 
children; but this was unsatisfactory, 
inasmuch as the objection may have 
been raised that the woman would have 
menstruated had not conception taken 
place ; that, in fact, the occurrence of con- 
ception prevented that of menstruation* 
M. de Sinety has,however,8et the question 
at rest by anatomical evidence. Before 
the Societe de Biologic he described the 
anatomical characters of the uterus and 
ovaries of a woman who had never men- 
struated. She was thirty-eight years of 
age, and, with the exception of the men- 
strual flow, had presented from her 
tenth year all the symptoms of puberty* 
The uterus was externally of normal vol- 
ume, but the cavitv was formed almost 
entirely by that of the neck ; the cavi- 
ty of the body was like that of th^ foe- 
tal organ, and the mucous membrane 
presented the character of the infantile 
condition. Ovulation had been very 
active, for the ovaries presented many 
&lse corpora lutea. — Lcmdon Lancet. 

NITRITE OF AMYL AS AN ANTIPERIODIC. 

* 

Dr. W. E. Saunders writes to the 
Lancet : 

Finding, as I did, that quinine did 
not give the satisfactory results I had 
been led to suppose from the current 
literature of the day, I was induced to 
try to find some drug that would act 
more surely and with greater effect than 
did quimne. This was more necessary 
since quinine was daily becoming scarcer^ 
while the demand for it had increased. 
I tried nearly every form of treatment 
that I had heard of, but found nothing 
to rely on in most cases. After care- 
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fully comparing the cold stage of ague 
with the collapse stage of cholera and 
other diseases in part resembling it, I 
came to the conclusion that the collapse 
stage was practically the same in all, and 
that one form of treatment would ac- 
complish what was required. I then 
found that nitrite of amyl was the rem- 
edy I wanted, and accordingly used it in 
two or three minim doses, by inhalation. 
The result was that I found I could re- 
move the cold stage of ague in five or 
ten minutes, and that the hot and sweat- 
ing 8ta^ was reduced in like propor- 
tion. — Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

GRINDELIA ROBUSTA IN WHOOPING-COUaH. 

At a recent meeting of the Suffolk 
District Medical Society, Dr. Pattee 
called attention to the beneficial effects 
of the drug in certain pulmonary affec- 
tions, and remarked that most of the 
fluid extracts sold in this market were 
said to be worthless. Dr. Pattee had 
used the tincture in bronchitis, asthma 
and whooping-cough, in doses half a 
drachm or more, repeated every one or 
two hours. The effect was said to have 
been curative in thirty cases of whoop- 
ing-tough, after three or four days, 
without the occurrence of relapses. The 
dose for a child two years old would be 
about ten drops. — PharmaciaL 

A PRIZE OF $80,000. 

The Scientific American calls the at- 
tention of our physicians and surgeons 
to the iact that there is a reward 
amounting to $80,000, left by will, for 
the French Academy of Sciences to give 
to the discoverer of a cure for cholera. 
The following are the particulars : The 
competitor is required: "(l)To point out a 
system of medicine that cures cholera 
in the immense majority of cases ; or 
(2). To indicate, in an incontestible 
manner, the causes of Asiatic cholera, 
so that, by suppressing these causes, the 
epidemic will cease; or (3). To discover 
some certain prophylactic as evident for 
cholera; for instance, as vaccine is for 



the small-pox, (4). To become entitled 
to the annual prize (derived from the 
interest of the $80,000) the competitor 
will have to demonstrate, by vigorous 
processes, the existence in the atmos- 
phere of substances that may play a part 
in the production or propagation of epi- 
demic diseases; and (5). In case none 
of the above conditions have been ftil- 
filled, a competitor may take the annual 
prize by finaing a radical cure for tetter, 
or enlightening the world upon the eti- 
ology of that disease. Portions of the 
revenue have from time to time been 
awarded for meritorious essays." — Jour. 
Mat. Med. 

SUMMER COMPLAINT. 

Dr. Mm. M. Gross, in brief, says : 
The very best remedy, in my judgment, 
for cholera infi^ntum or summer com- 
plaint in children is calcined radix 
rhei. 

My attention was called to it inciden- 
tally, during last August. I was treat- 
ing a little patient, aged six months, af- 
fected with this dr^ed trouble — had 
used all the reputed remedies for this 
disease, but with little* or no effect. 
When my attention was called to it, I 
prepared some by putting a portion of 
the root in an iron vessel and burning it 
until it was easily pulverized. Of tnis 
I gave about five grains ; the child be- 
came quiet and seemed free from pain, 
and in about three hours the bowels 
moved again, passing a changed and 
even larger evacuation than at any pre- 
vious time ; and from that moment it 
began to get better, and in a few days 
was entirely free from the disease. The 
success attained in this case led to the 
use of the same drug in a number of 
similar cases and with the same results. 

In the forms of summer complaint 
incident to debility of the bowels, either 
when this condition depends upon gen- 
eral causes alone, or is the immediate ef- 
fect of irritating ingesta or biliary de- 
rangement, rhubarb, in this form, is 
superior to almost every other medi- 
cine. 
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j^RAX AND NITRATE OF POTASSIUM IN 
SUDDEN HOARSENESS. 

These two salts have been employed 
with advantage in cases of hoarseness 
and aphonia occurring suddenly from the 
action of cold. The remedy is recom- 
mended to singers and orators whose 
voices suddenly become lost, but which 
by these means can be recovered almost 
instantly. A little piece of borax the 
size of a pea is to be slowlo dissolved in 
the mouth ten minutes before singing or 
speaking; the remedy provokes an 
abundant secretion of saliva^ which 
moistens the mouth and throat. This 
local action of the borax should be aided 
by an equal dose of nitrate of potas- 
sium, taken in warm solution before go- 
ing to bed, — La France Medicale, 

8TIBI0DERMIC TREATMENT IN AGUTS AR- 
TICULAR RHEUMATISM. 

M. I. Guerin read a paper at a meet- 
ing of the Paris Academy of Medicine, 
upon the 4th of September, upon the 
above treatment of acute articular rheu- 
matism by means of what he terms the 
stibiodermic method. This consists in 
the inunction every six or eight hours 
of an ointment containing one part of 
tartar emetic in two of lard. He states 
that a rapid reduction may thus be ob- 
tained of the pain experienced in the 
early stage of coxalgia. The cessation 
of the pain he attributes to a dynamic 
action of the remedy, and not to any re- 
vulsive action. The same results were 
obtained in gout when the symptoms 
only preluded the definitive attack, three 
or four inunctions being sufficient to pre- 
vent the onset of the disease. When, 
however, the attack was fully developed, 
a fly blister placed on the centre of 
the sw^elling quickly effected its removal. 
— Archives geiierale de Medicine. 



occurs in its relative length. If the 
patient be placed upon his oack and the 
thigh be flexed upon the trunk at a 
right angle, then the knee of the dislo- 
cated limb will sink below that of the 
other side from one to two inches. A 
moment's reflection will make this clear. 
The ischiatic notch is situated directly 
behind the acetabulum, the head being 
thrown from one to the other, the limb 
is shortened the distance from the centre 
of the cavity to the centre of the notch. 
This, in all cases, will be as much as 
one, it may be two or more inches, — 
The amic. 



PURULBNF OPHTHALMIA OF INFANTS. 

Dr. Luton, of Rheims, states that the 
tincture of iodine in distilled cherry- 
laurel water is a far more efficacious and 
innocuous means of treatment than the 
nitrate of silver. One gramme of the 
tincture may be added to twenty 
grammes of the water of medium 
strength (20°), and produces a coUyrium 
the color of pale brandy. Some of this 
should be dropped into the eye four or 
five times a day, external lotions being 
also abundantly employed. It has 
proved rapidly successful at the Hotel- 
Dieu of Rneims. — Revue Med. 



A HITHERTO UNRECOGNIZED SYMPTOM OF 

ISCHIATIC DISLOCATION OF THE HEAD 

OF THE FEMUR. 

Some years ago, I observed that when 
the position of the dislocated limb to 
the body is changed, a marked difference 



FEEDING PER RECTUM. 

An article appears in the Deutsche 
Zeitachrift fur PrakUsche Medicin (No. 
44, 1877), in which Dr. Kauffmann 
draws attention to the excellent results 
he has obtained from the plan of feed- 
ing the patients with pancreas and meat 
in cases of persistent and incurable in- 
testinal obstruction. He states that he 
has had nine patients in the Kolner 
Burger Hospital, several of whom were 
suffering from cancer of the oesophagus, 
one from cancer of the pylorus, and one 
from chronic ulcer of the stomach. In 
all of these a cleansing enema was ad- 
ministered in the morning, followed by 
the introduction into the rectum of a 
mixture of a pound of finely divided 
beef, and one-third of a pound of finely 
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minced pancreas, the whole being freed 
fit)m fat and connective tissue. Half of 
this quantity was used at noon, and half 
Bt 6 P.M. The results were excellent ; a 
solid, well-formed evacuation was dis- 
<)harged every day. The patients were 
able to walk about, and lived for nine 
or more months. — Lanod. 



8TBT0HNIA IN BR0N0HITI8. 

In a letter to the PhUaddphioL Medt' 
«a/ Tknesy of January 19th, Dr. Foth- 
«rrill dwells at some length on the great 
value of strychnia as an expectorant in 
bronchitis. By its action on the respi- 
ratoiy centre, it proves osefnl when 
increase of respiratory power is needed 
£>r the expulsion of mucus gathered in 
the air-tubes. He gives it either alone 
or in combination with the ordinair 
cou^h mixtures. On the same princi- 
ple It has proved useful in chronic bron- 
chitis, with emphysema, and in the dys- 
pnoea of advanced Bright's disease. — N. 
I, MedL Jqut. 

BELLADONNA IN COLLAPSE. 

Dr. Reinard Weber, in the PhUadd^ 
phia Medical Hmes, recommends the use 
of small doses of belladonna as more 
efficient in cases of collapse than cam- 

1)hor, musk, alcohol, and other stimu- 
ants usually prescribed to restore the 
failing action of the heart. Dr. Weber 
claims to have been the first to recom- 
mend the use of belladonna for this pur- 
pose. He gives a physiological theory 
of its action, and supports his arguments 
by reports of several cases. — N. Y. 
Med, Jour. 

THE TREATMENT OF BURNS BY BICARBON- 
ATE OF SODA. 

One of the strongest pieces of testi- 
mony in favor of the use of bicarbonate 
of soda in the treatment of severe burns 
is that given by Dr. Burns, the editor 
of the FbUadelphia Medical Times, One 
of the assistants burnt the inside of the 
distal phalanx of the thumb whilst en- 
gaged in burning some glass tubing. A 
saturated solution of the bicorbonate 
was at once applied ; in five minutes the 



pain was gone, and with it all soreness, 
so that the part, although blistered, was 
freely used and pressed on in bending 
tubing, screwing up and unscrewing ap- 
paratus, etc. 'Hie relief was quick and 
complete, and the fact of its being wit- 
nessed by Dr. Wood himself makes it 
important that a remedy so simple and 
easily obtained as washing soda should 
be extensively tried. — Laaicd. 

THE REMOVAL Of MOLES. 

These disfiguring growths, says a writ- 
er, may be best removed by the acid 
nitrate of mercury. The acid should 
be applied with a splinter of wood and 
gently rubbed into the part for several 
seconds, according to tne thickness of 
the growth. Great care should be 
taken to prevent the acid* reaching the 
surrounding skin. There is absolutely 
no pain attending the application, and 
the growth gradually shnvels away, and 
the slough mils off in about a week. — 
Med. Rep. 

M. GUERIN'S TREATMENT OF CARBUNCLE. 

The method consists in plunging the 
knife into the centre of the anthrax, and 
cutting away, under the skin, on to the 
limits of the diseased tissues, and even 
into the healthy tissues beyond. This 
is repeated four times, making 
a cross. The advantages of this 
method, according to M. Guerin, are 
considerable. They constitute the best 
method of treating anthrax, and far 
outstrip the two other methods, of open 
incisions or not cutting at all. 

ERGOT IN DIABETES INSIPIDUS. 

Prof. Da Costa, in a recent clinical 
lecture on the diabetes insipidus ( Etospi- 
tal Gazette), prescribed ergot, in half 
drachm doses of the fluid extraQt and 
three times a day. He was led to do 
this from the favorable result following 
the use of this drug in two previous 
cases. In these cases there was at once 
apparent decrease in the quantity of 
urine passed daily. The remedy was 
increased to two drachm doses, and the 
urine fell from ten pints to six pints, 
and finally to three. — Mich. Med. £fiew8. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FOBMULM. 



LACERATION OP THE PERlNEUM.x 

Dr. F, M. Raahing writes: "I am 
not aware of the following plan of pro- 
cedure in laceration of the perineum hav- 
ing been adopted hy the profession. 

I will give you a complete history of 
the case so that you may understand the 
advantage claimed by the plan adopted. 

Mrs. R., aged about 30, delivered of 
her fourth child (a boy) on the 10th of 
September, last — sent for a physician, but 
did not obtain one. The child was born 
without any assistance whatever. On the 
14th, she discovered that the feces could 
not be retained. I was called in to de- 
termine the cause. Upon examination 
I found that the whole perineum had 
been torn through and that the rectum had 
been slit up for nearly or quite an inch. 
I also decided that a portion of the lacer- 
ation was caused at some previous labour. 
I advised them to wait until the discharges 
stopped, and I would operate, (her health 
being very bad) her mother insisted that 
I would make an effort then. I had no 
instruments with me, except a surgeon's 
needle and some silk. I therefore made 
three stiches, bound the thighs together 
and advised milk diet, etc., and told them 
I had no idea it would affect anything. 
I heard no more from the case until the 
10th of October, Her husband told me 
he wanted me to operate. I gave him 
some purgative ra^iciue to prepare the 
system and told him to give it that day 
and night until he thoroughly cleansed 
out th6 bowels. On the 11th of October 
I obtained the assistance of Dr. J. G. 
Moore, and we operated in the usual man- 
ner. The bowels were kept bound up 
for 12 days and she confined strictly to 
milk diet. We removed the stitches at 
this time and found that union had not 
taken place for more than. J of an inch 
on the vaginal or upper front portion. 
We did nothing more until the 14tli of 



November, when we again prepared the 
system with purgatives and on the 15th 
we proceeded to operate the second time. 
Both edges of the laceration being closed, 
we found it va'y difficult to pare the 
surfaces. I suggested using a stick of 
caustic potassea ; (with some doubts of it» 
propriety my asristant consented) we ac- 
cordingly made a solution of strong vin- 
egar, half water and inserted a sponge 
well filled with it, into the rectum to 
prevent the caustio from afieoting it. Wi9 
then applied the canstio to the portion 
we wished to make raw, and immediately 
afterwards washed the surfiu» thorougly 
with the solution of vinegar, to prevent 
the pot, from causing a deep destructioD 
of the tissues. We then, with a small 
knife scraped and pared off the dead 
flesh ; washing with the solution of vin- 
egar all the time. Afler thoroughly 
cleansing the surface, stopping hemor- 
rhage, etc., we applied three stitches as 
before, as is customary in such operations. 
The union was complete in 12 days. I 
will state that we confined the patient to 
milk diet, and kept the bowels Dound up 
with a dose of morphine occasionally. 

We think that tne difficulty of obtain- 
ing a raw surface with the knife is over- 
come with the potash, and that with it 
you get a uniform raw surfikse on every 
portion desired. 

[The result of this experiment affords 
a most valuable suggestion. — Ed.] 

BURNS. 

G. W. Smith, M.D., of Arkansas^ 
writes: 
Editors Medical Reoord: 

I send you treatment of burns, which 
I have|found very efficacious in a member 
of my own family. My infant fell into 
the fire on March 3d, and burned the 
lefl hand severely. I saw her a few mo- 
ments after the burn. My wife was ap- 
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plying ooal oil in a stream upoa the 
Land. I immediately made a thick paste 
of linseed oil and lime water. I took 
half pint linseed oil and added lime wa- 
ter, stirring all the while until it became 
of thick consistency, enveloped the hand 
in this and cotton to the exclusion of 
the air. I let it remain two days in this 
condition, then undressed it with same 
application excepting the lint cotton, 
which was substituted by linen cloths 
somewhat charred by the fire. I let it 
remain two days longer without dressing. 
At the expiration of four days I removed 
the dressing again, and the entire cuticle 
came off with it. What now was I to 
do to stimulate and heal ? As linseed 
oil had done so much in relieving the 
little sufierer, I concluded to continue it, 
with addition of carbolic acid, leaving off 
the lime water, as follows : 

A.— LiBte^J oil os. vlii. 

Carbollo Moid os i. 

To be applied on every part of the 
burnt sur&ce Ur die. This application 
was continued one week, then substitu- 
ted by the following: 

B.— 01. oUtsb ox. Tiii. 

GArbolio aoid ozi. 

Apply to every part of burnt surface 
two times per day. This completed the 
cure. I would advise those whose duty 
it becomes to treat burns, to use as little 
water as possible to the denuded surftce. 
Carbolic acid we find to be one of the 
most soothing stimulants to denuded 
burnt surfaces known. In this case, 
when the surface became dry and hot, I 
immediately applied the carbolized oil, 
which soothed and quieted, and refresh- 
ing sleep was induced. No deformity re- 
maining. 

PBURITU8 VUIViE. 

This affection is exceedingly annoying 
to the patient, and scarcely less so to the 
physician, because of its great obstinacy. 

In treating the disease the practitioner 
should first seek for the cause. If this is 
detected, there is good hope of success in 
ihe treatment £k>th constitutional and 



local remedies are required. It may de- 
pend upon uterine disease, or be associated 
with dyspepsia, constipation, or other in- 
testinal otoingement, causes which must 
be met by appropriate internal treatment. 
Locally the formulae used have been nu- 
merous. Duhring, in his late work on 
skin affections, mentions most favorably 
camphor, chloral and borax, variously 
combined. 

B.— Chloral grs. x to zzz. 

Water oz.i. 

Used as a lotion to the parts. 

"•^^iJoracio ••■••■>••• •.••.••■•••••■••••• ur» it. 

MorpbisB sulphatis gr. tUj. 

Glyoermo os. as. 

Aqntt ox. T^ 88. 

M. These preparations, a little weak- 
ened, may be used by injection. For this 
purpose the following has been found 
highly efficacious : 

R — Nitrate of alamina dr. i. 

Aqu8B 01. X. 

M. 

As an ointment, the following is strong- 
ly recommended : 

B.— GamphorsB. 

Chloralis hydratis aa. dr. i. 

Ungt. aqaeeroBiB oz. L 

M. 



SBOONPART STPHlLia 

A good formula for the administration 
of mercury in syphilis is the following: 

R. — CorrosiTe sablimate gn ij. 

Gomp. tinot. gentian: oi ▼, 

M. — ^Dose, one teaepoonfiil after each meal. 

Another — 
B. — Prot. iodide meronrj, 

pnW. opium a a gre z. 

Ext. gentian q a. 

M. Divide into pills No. 40. One 
night and morning. 

These are well adapted to cases which 
are of long staudine, or verging upon the 
tertiary stage. In tertiary syphilis, 
wherein mercury has been previously 
used, the following is a good prescrip- 
tion: 

B. — Iodide potaae oiie. 

Gomp. tinot gentian oz tj. 

M. Dose, one to two teaspoonfnls 
three times a day* 
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ARSENIC IN SKIN DISEASES. 

Arsenic has been mach relied upon as 
a constitutional remedy in chronic skin 
•diseases. A good formula for using it is 
that recommended bj Prof. Ddhring : 

B. — Fowler's Bolution of anenio dr. J as. 

Wine of iron q. 8. to make oi. It. 

Of this a teaspoonful may be given im- 
mediately af):er meals. The remedy re- 
•quires to be persevered in for weeks^ and 
sometimes for months, in obstinate cases. 
Yet it must he eiven with caution, and 
suspended for a time or dose diminished 
if its constitutional effects appear. Some 
. persons cannot bear the above dose ; even 
a single drop of Fowler's solution will 
not be borne by some constitutions. 

GCriAGUM IN QUINST. 

Oniacnm has^ of late, been recommend- 
-ed in quinsv and other throat affections. 
The following formula for its use is sug- 

5ested by a writer in the 8L Louis Mm. 
iews: 

B. — Potass, ohlor dr. j. 

Spts. 8Dth. nit : dr. It. 

Tino. guiao dr. W. 

Sjr. aaraat. cort • dr. yj . 

M. Dose, a teaspoonful every two 
ifaonrs mixed in a little water. If the 
'bowels are too freely acted upon^ dimin- 
ish the dose. 



HEBfORRHOIDS. 

B. — Pulv. rhei grs. xl. 

Ipeoao grs. xii. 

Saponis grs. yj. 

Divide in pills No. 15. Used by Prof. 
Bedford as a laxative in piles. Dose — 
•one pill two or three times a day. 

TERBA REUMA. 

The yerba reuma is a plants herba- 
ceous, growing near the foothills of the 
coast-range mountains. It passed out 
of flower before my attention was called 
to it, but in due time its name will bo- 
tanically be obtained. Its Spanish 
name implies, flowing or flux herb. It 
contains largely chloride of sodium, and 
a peculiar astringent. It is only as a 



local remedy that I have ever tested it. 
My first test was that upon my friend^ 
Dr. Thomas Porter, who had suffered 
two years from nasal catarrh. I pre- 
pared a tincture, using four ounces of 
the drug to a pint of alcohol (250^), and 
gave 

B. — ^naetore yerba reuma, omeflaid oanoe. 
Aqua, thre 3 fluid eunoes. 

M. S. Snuff one teaspoonful fix)m the 
hand through each nostril three times 
daily. In Siree weeks Dr. Porter was 
cured and remains so. He had tried 
everything recommended with but little 
benefit. He suggested its use in leu- 
corrhoea. I tried it and the result in 
every instance was a cure. I gave it in 
the form of an injection in gonorrhoea, 
and the result was the same, one four 
ounce mixture performing the cure. — 
New Prep. 

TANKIN AS A MEDICAL AGENT. 

There is no astringent in the materia 
medica so useful and so extensive in its 
application to the treatment of various 
diseased conditions as tannin. We an- 
nex a few formulas which will be found 
convenient and efficient for the purposes 
named: 

IN MENORRHAGIA. 

R.— Tannin grs. xx. 

Opium ' grs. It. 

Ipeeac . • ffrs. t. 

M. Divide in powders 10. 

Take one every two to three hours. 
The same is useful in the hemorrhage of 
abortion, and other forms of hemorrhage. 

NIGHT SWEATS. 

R.— Tannin ...... grs. y. 

Opiam •... gr. i. 

M. One pill to be taken at bed-time. 
Another excellent remedy for night 
sweats, uterine hemorrhage, or 

COLLIQUATIVE DIARBHOBA. 

R.— Tannin grs. xx. 

Paly, opii grs. t. 

PttlT. ergot grs. xt. 

Loaf sugar grs. xxx. 

Triturate and divide into ten powders. 
Give one every two to four hours. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 



THE ELECTRIC LIGHT IN PARIS. 

A lectare on the electric light was 
lately given by M. Jamin in a large am* 
phitheatre of the Sorbonne in Paris, and 
the reom was crowded with an audience 
of two thousand persons. Some accident 
occurred to the gas-metre, so that the gas 
was suddenly extinguished, and the au- 
dience would have had to be sent away 
but for the subject oP the lecture, which 
gave a capital occasion for practical de- 
monstration of the lecturers statement 
that electric lighting had now entered on 
the phase of practical exploitation. The 
regulators, which were meant only for 
experimental demonstration, served to 
illuminate the hall beautifully throughout 
the evening. The arc appeared in four- 
teen lampe, each with the orightness of a 
handred Oaroel burners, being fed by 
electro-magnetic engines of various sys- 
tems, driven by two steam engines. The 
fourteen jets oould all be extinguished or 
re-lit simultaneously fi>r projection on 
tbe screen, and the process was in all res- 
pects suecessful. M. Jamin was assisted 
by the well-known inventors, MM. Lon- 
tin, Gramme and Jabloehkoff. — Borion 
Jour, Chan. 

DISGUST PHILOSOPHICALLY CONSIDERED. 

An interesting paper on ^ The Causes 
of Disgust,^ by M, Charles Ricbet, is 
printed in a late number of the Reime de» 
ThMx MondeB. The author considers dis- 
gust, when analyzed philosophically, to 
be an instinctive sentiment of protection, 
varying with species and with alimenta- 
tion, habits, and education of individuals. 
But under this apparent diversity there 
is the general law of finality ; and it is 
not by chance that our disgust attaches to 
such and such a being or substance, but 
in consequence of the hereditary instinct 
which has apprised our ancestors that 
these animals and substances might be 
dangerous for us. Disgust sometimes 



attaches to the total form of objects, and 
may diminish and become extinct as 
scientific analysis disjoins the parts 
of the repugnant whole. Thus, a 
spider, viewed as a whole, is a repulsive 
creature ; but take a leg or an eye of it 
and study in the microscepe the marvel- 
lous arrangement of these organs, and tbe 
sight will awaken admiration instead of 
disgust. Again,, habit is evidently an 
important factor in tbe feelings of disgust. 
Thus, to eat frogs or snails is repugnant 
to us, yet we eat without disgust such 
things as black pudding, tripe, liver, high 
game, and decayed cheese. The aversion 
to horse-flesh is not readily accounted for^ 
exc^t by habit. 

TELEGRAPHING WITHOUT WIRES. 

Professor Loomis' theory of telegraph- 
ing without wfres is based on a current 
of electricity which he has demonstrated 
exists at different heights, and which 
transmits communication between two 
perpendicular wires reaching it^ whatever 
the distance may be. In his experiments 
he has employed kites, snbetituting cop- 
per wire for the string. By using the 
Morse apparatus, signius were transmit- 
ted between kites eleven miles apart. It 
has been suggested that as sBrial currents 
are found at high altitudes, it may be 
possible to send, messages across the 
ocean through the sky. — LedU^a Popular 
Monthly, 

PERSISTENCE OF THE RETINAL IMAGE. 

Dr. Grorini makes allusion to supposed 
persistence upon the retina of images per- 
ceived during the last moments of life. 
Once when reading he ftU asleep, for, he 
believes, an hour. On awaking he saw 
the wall, which was opposite to him, lit 
up by his lamp and covered with type- 
forms of great size, forming words and 
lines exactly as was the book which he 
was reading when he fell asleep. 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS, 



' AU communications relating to the boalneM of Tux Bboobd, for the yeara 1877 and 1878. mnat be addrvMed 
to DR. R. C. WORD, Managing Bditor Soathem Medical Record, Atlanta, Ga. 

iaF*Br1ef and practical commanlcatf ons are aoUelted on all anl^^cti pertaining to medicine ; alio Mports of 
in practice. 

iar*8end montj by check, |.eatal order or r^gletered letter. 

'Write jov name, poetroflloe, eonntj and State plainly. 



MEDICAL LITBRATURE-«TAT£ MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATIONS, ETC. 

In » nXm vwiew of ih« progNM of mediotl Ut- 
^ntnro in t^o Inatdeoade, there \» muoh to gratify 
thodoTotee of Mienoe and the lover of truth. At 
BO period of the world's history has there been a 
greater namber of profoand stadents and praotioal 
InTsstigating minds than at the present time. 
0ermanj, it is claimed, is at the van of progress, 
•speciallj in respect to physiological researches. 
France is also actiTC in the field of in?est!gation ; 
and in our ovrn land we are scarcely behind either 
of the coantries named in the pursuit and deyelop- 
ment of anj department of scientific truth. In 
the department of therapeutics especially, it is 
conceded, we believe, that the United States is in 
advance of the woild. 

Touching the progress of medical literature, we 
claim that in the United States we are seooud to 
no other country. Jeumalism is at a high stand* 
ard, and Is constantly developing. 

Medical Assodations are nnmerens and active. 
The transactions that emanate ttom these organ- 
isations in several of the States are of a high order, 
exhibiting the presenee of many learned and in- 
Testigatlng minds. In some of the Southern States 
we have to regret that too little attention, oompar'* 
«tively, has been given to medical literature. 
While we claim as great talent and as muoh prac- 
tical knowledge in proportion to numbers as exists 
in the Northern section of the Union, it is never- 
theless true that the journals of our section, 
though mostly of a high order, and very practical, 
nre not sustidned as they should be by the South- 
em profession. Our State sedeties, too, with rare 
^exceptions, are in a great degree neglected. In 
oertain of the States unfortunate divisions have 
existed and still exist. The absence of harmony 
is ever attended with a want of interest. Without 
^united action and firatemal feeling, little or noth- 
ing can be accomplished. Controversies at times 
may be expected, and divisions, if upon principle. 



are right and often unavoidable. If error obtrudee 
itself it must be opposed; controversies must be 
met and adjusted. But they must be met in the 
right way. If those who lead and direct in these 
associations are guided by Just, honorable and 
unselfish principles, it is easy to settle difficulties. 
But when a favored fbw take the entire control, 
ignoring the deserving but modest members of the 
profession, or when oMMimeate are made whiek bear 
too luamljf ypom ike brethren whooeponmiary dr em m ** 
9ta$toee are UmUed, then the assoeiatien will not and 
can not flourish. If divisions exist, they should 
be harmonised by iUr, impartial and henomble 
aellon. AdtJostments, to be satislMteiy, mnai be 
Ml and oomplete. 

Cordial eo-operation can not be expected of thoee 
who, though being acknewledged right, see the 
principles they advocate ignored or discarded. 
Nor is a charge of obstinacy Just against these 
who insist on a strict adherence to principle. Ad- 
justments which compromise with error and ess- 
brace the advocates of wrong, may be accepted by 
men of policy, but cany with them no true or 
permanent harmony, and meet with no response 
in the hearts of those who are guided alone by 
sincere and honest opposition to error. 

If, then, unfortunate divisions exist, and, as in 
some places they do ; if distrust l&as taken root and 
discord is perpetuated, the responsibility rests 
upon those who liave sought peace at the saorifioe 
of principle. 



DOES CINCHOQUININE EMBODT ALL THE 
PROPERTIES OF THE CINCHONA BAEKt 

It is well known that the manufacturers of the 
cinoho-quinine clidm that it contains all the alka- 
loids of the Peruvian bark, and is equally effectual, 
in relieving intermittents, with the sulphate of 
quinine ; and that as a fibriftige and tonic It is 
capable of even a wider application than the lat- 
ter agent. 
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We haTO ased thU remedy frequently in the 
treatment of feTers with very satisfaotory reeulte. 
It being comparatiTelj cheap, we hate often giTon 
it to charity caaee. 

We well remember the fint ease of remittent 
foTeria which we need thie drag. It was a well 
marlced ease of eereral days' standing in a negro 
man. We left twelre doses, four grains eaoh, of 
the dnoho-qninlne, and directed him to take one 
«?ery three hoars continaonaly, until all were 
taken. No other remedy was used. Three or 
four days afterwards we met the patient on the 
-street entirely recoTcred. He stated that the 
ibrer left him before he had taken all the pow- 
das. We could dte many cases of the saocessfiil 
vse of this agent in intermittent ferers. 

Dr. Akers, one of our subscribers, writes us 
thai he has been leoently experimenting with 
cincho- quinine, and reports an obstinate case of 
intermittent fcTcr relieved by it. He gave thir^ 
grains in two doses— one at 10 o'dook a. m., and 
another at 8 o'clock p. m. _. 

We regard it, also, an excellent tonic. In a 
«ase of partial paralysis in a child three years old, 
the child being scarcely able te stand or walk, 
and attended with febrile exacerbations every 
«Tening, indicating the malarial source of the 
disease, weprescfibed the following: 

&.— 4lsBple eUxir os iv. 

CIncho-quinine.- dr. J. 

M. 8. Dose— a teaspoonfbl — give one every 
two hoQffs during the forenoon. In three or fbur 
4UyB the exacerbations were arrested. The rem- 
edy was afterward continued as a tonic three 
times a day for a period of three weeks, by which 
time the child wholly recovered. We think there 
Is reason to believe that the olnoho-quinlne does 
eontainall the essential properties of Peruvian 
bark, and that as a general tonic, especially in 
malarial complications, it is among the best in the 
materia medloa. 



MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF GEORaiA. 
The present number of the Rioo&d goes te press 
too early for the proceedings of the State Medical 
Association. We will give a condensed account of 
them in our next issue. 



MnnuLL, Thobp & Llotd. — See new advertise- 
ment of the above house, on first advertising sheet 
See also Wm. jR. Warner & Cos.' new advertise- 
ment, and MoKesson and Bobbins. All first-class 
houses. Notice Bellevue Medical College adver- 
tisement. In short, read all oar advertisements. 



PROCBEDINGS OP THE LOUISIANA MEDI- 
CAL ASSOCIATION. 

The Asiociation was organised on the 4ih of 
January last in the city of New Orleans. Officers 
elect for the year are as follows : 

Dr. J. G. Egan, President. 

Dr. a M. Bemtss, First Vice President. 

Dr. J, W. Dupree, Second Vice PreudenL 

Dr. G. A. B. Hayes, Third Vice Preaident. 

Dr. Thomas Layton, Recording Secretary. 

Dr. 8. 8. Herrick, Corresponding Secretary 

Dr. G. K. Pratt, Treasurer. 

Dr. S. £. ChailU, Orator. 

The constitution presented by Dr. A. A. Lyon, 
the ohairman of commiUee, is well gotten up. and 
the meeting was attended by a respectable num- 
ber of Intelligent and progreeeive medical gentle- 



A committee from the association composed of 
Drs. Richardson, Watkias and Layton, addressed 
a circular to the physicians of the Stete upon the 
importance of es^tablishing local medical societies, 
from which we extract the following valuable sug- 
gestions which ws trust will be observed in Geor- 
gia and other States : 

"1. By means of snoh organisation the indi- 
vidual members thereof are stimulated to higher 
professional culUire, and to closer and more syste- 
matic observation of the progress and treatment of 
disease. 

"2. Eaoh member's knowledge of prevailing 
diseases, of types of dissase, and of the results of 
various methods of treatment in the same loc^ity, 
is thus made the comaMa property of all. 

'•8. The community of interest resulting ft^m 
formal association, largely inoreases the influence 
of the profession anon general society, and thus 
serves as a principar means of diffusing informa- 
tion, and repressing empiricism. 

'*4. It is only through the fbrmation and main- 
tenance of numerous parish societies that a State 
Society may be made sucoessftil. 

«6. Probably the most importent consideration 
that we can sMntlon, and one whioh we would 
most earnestly press upon your attention, is the 
fisct that it is only by the formation of such parish 
er county societies, whioh shall act in eonoert with 
the State Society, that the profession can hope 
ever te accomplish anything whatever in the im. 
provement of medical educati<yn, or in the inangu- 
ration and promotion of Stete Medicine, than 
which no sabjeot of equal importance to the mate- 
rial welfkre and happiness of the people can pos- 
sibly be proposed to these who make and execute 
the laws of the Commonwealth. 

«<We wonld suggest that the organisations in 
these parishes in which the namber of physicians 
is small, need not comprise a full complement of 
officers, a president and secretary being all that is 
necessary ; nor is it essential that frequent meet- 
ings shall be held. In this way a society may be 
maintained at little or ne expense, and without 
any serious tax upon the time of the members." 
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MEASLES. 

Tlie m«tsle8 is eztoasWelj prevailing in this Ti- 
oinit J. Many saj that they oan't tell where they 
got it unless they **eauffht U<Uth$ drew." We are 
satisfied that infectious diseases, espeoially meas- 
les and scarlatina, are transmitted fh>m point to 
point and scattered broadcast by these traveling 
companies. It is affirmed, howcTer, of measles, 
that the gathering together of multitudes, or the 
mingling of people of diffsrent raoes, or from diN 
fbrent neighborhoods or classes of society, will 
generate the disease. Hence, in times of war, 
when men go into camp, rubeola is usually the 
lint disease that makes its appearance. 



BANDAinrAH. — We have good reason to believe 
that in admitting the bandannah advertisement to 
onr pages we were imposed upon, and that it is a 
humbug. Such things are liable to happen occas* 
ionally, despite the greatest care. The best we 
can do in such cases is to take it out at once and 
place our readers upon their guard, which we 
have done. 



LuDDSH k Batis, the great piano men of the 
South, have another advertisement in the present 
number of our journal. We commend them to 
any who may desire to purchase pianos or or- 
gans. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

CosmiBunoNS to the History of Medical Educa- 
tion and Medical Institutient in the United 
States, 1776-1877. 

Special report prepared for the United States 

Bureau of Education, by N. S. Davis, A. M. M. D., 

Washington, D. C 

Ououv and Progress of Medical Jurisprudence — 
1876 to 1777. 

A centennial address, by Stanford E. Ghdlle, A. 

M., M.D. From Transactions of the International 

Medical Congress for the benefit of the legal and 

medical professions of the United States. 

SirspiNsioH as a Means of Treating Spinal Dis- 
tortions. By Benjamin Leti A. M. M. D.: 
Philadelphia. From Transactions American Med- 
ical ssooiation. 

ErioiioaT of Intemperance. By Charles W. Earle, 
M. D., Physician to the Washington Home, 
Chioago. 

Scarlatina in Chicago, particularly the Epidemic 
of 1876-7. By Chas. W. Earle, M, D., Chicago. 

" Thb Blood IB THB Lirx." A Treatise on Im- 
mortality, founded on Bible truths. By Joseph 
Wheeler, of Bath, New York. 



MnraoBOLOGT in the Sdenoe of Medicine : An ad- 
dress delivered before the Austrian Meteoro- 
logical Society, by Dr. Sehrelber. Translated 
ft'om the OeMterreiehische ZnUehrifiyur Meteorologie 
by W. H. Geddings, M. D., of South Carolina. 

Ahotal BnPoaT of the Pennsylvania Free Dispen- 
sary for Skin Diseases. Philadelphia. 

Atlas ot Skiit DnnAsns, by Louis A. Duhring,. 
M.D., Professor of Skin Diseaaee in the Hos- 
pital of the University of Pennsylvania. Physi- 
cian to the Dispensary for Skin Diseases,. 
Philadelphia, etc 

Part third, containing beauUftil and lifo-IIke 
illustrations of— 

EcBcma — (Squamosum). 

Syphiloderma — (Efythematosum). 

Purpura — (Simplex) . 

Syphiloderma— (Papulosum) . 

These illustrations are painted firom life. The 
work will appear in parts to be issued quarterly,. 
each containing four platee, royal quarto in siie. 
The work will be completed in eight or ten parts,, 
and will constitute the most valuable idd to the 
practitioner in the diagnosis ef skin diseases that 
has, perhaps, evsir yet been offered the profbsson. 

Price, $2 60 per pari. J. LIppincott & Co.» 
Philadelphia. 



Thtxoid Glahd BaxoTiD.— Dr. O. B. Newton^ 
of Cincinnati, recently performed this rare and 
bloody operation successAilly. 



DiiD. — One of our snbsoribers, Dr. J. £. Bor- 
reughs, of Steveasville, TezaSf died on October 

2d, 1877. 



Thx Pharmaceutical Associatica of {Georgia mei 
in Augusta, on the 9th inst. Dr. P. H. Sand, 
the President, delivered an address* Besolutions 
of regret at the death of Dr. J. A. Taylor were 
adopted and an eloquent eulogy deliveied by Mr. 
Rankin, of Atlanta. 

Laws of pharmacy were discussed and agreed 
upon — to be submitted to next Legislature. Mr. 
J. Zaoharius will be the orator, and Savannah 
the place of next meeting. 



BicuFran 187&->Drs. A. L. M. Hawkins, J. 
R. WUson, John H. Henry, M. T. Bell, W. H. 
Wells, T. A. Cook, J. S. Milling, J. M. Stan- 
sill, F. Courtney, F: DeLee, J. H. Reynolds, B. 
B. Ibrie, J. W. Bennett, R. H. Davis, J. 8. 
Carothers, J. T. McDouell, T. J. Blaokamore, J. 
M. Lewis, M. Demaret, W. G. Noyee, T. J. 
Brasher, J. S. L. Miller, J. E. Martin, W. H. 
Whitehead, M. J. Luster, E. N. Cushing, J. D. 
Terrell, P. M. Catching, E. T. Flemming, W. 8. 
Posey ;--F. M. Canton, 1877 and 1878, R. D. Lu- 
cius, 1877 ; W, J. Judd, 1876 and 1877. 
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ORIGINAL ANB SELECTEB. 



ON SOME OF THE USES OF HY- 

POSULPHITE OF SODA 

IN MEDICINE. 



BY T. B. GREENLEY, M. D., KY. 



I have been using hyposulphite of soda 
in the practice of medicine for over ten 
years. The first knowledge I had of its 
use I think was in 1867, for glanders in 
horses. The first account that I have 
noticed of its use was in 1866, by Dr. 
Leavett, of Germantown, Pa., who treat- 
ed an obstinate case of intermittent fever 
with it successfully. 

In 1868, Dr. Chubb, of Maryland, and 
others, used it with more or less success 
in the treatment of intermittent fever. 
Prof. Polli, of Milan, seems to have been 
the first to discover its antiseptic proper- 
ties, and recommended it in zymotic dis- 
eases. He l^elieved it to possess anti- 
fermentative powers in the blood, and 
advised its use in septicemia, etc. 



From my observatiori of its medicinal 
effects, I must express the belief that it 
possesses the power to arrest, or at least 
to a very great extent control, septicemia 
in puerperal fever. I have given it in 
every case of that disease which has 
come under my care for the last ten 
years, and fortunately have not lost a 
case. Of course I used the other ordi- 
nary remedies in that trouble, such as 
quidia and opium in conjunction with 
the hyposulphite, but mainly relied on 
the latter. 

I have used it in a few cases of typhoid 
fever, but more particularly in typho- 
malarial fever, and can say as I said in 
regard to puerperal fever, have not lost a 
case of either ; but I do not wish to be 
understood as relying on this medicine 
alone in these diseases. 

It also possesses anti-periodic proper- 
ties. I have tested its virtues in this re- 
spect in many instances. It may be 
safely said that it will eontrol the parox- 
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ysms of intermittent fever in at least 
half of the cases that come under our 
treatment. I think it is better adapted 
to the treatment ofibe tertian variety 
than the quotidian^ as you have one well 
day to administer it in. It should be 
given in full doses during the interval 
between the paroxysms, and repeated as 
often a^ every three or four hours. 

In some cases of remittent fever, when 
the patients were so much prejudiced 
against quinia as to refuse to take it, I 
have relieved them solely with the use 
of the hyposulphite./ In fact, I use it as 
part of the treatment in all cases of re- 
mittent fever, and I think with great 
benefit It is doubtless anti-pyrotic as 
well as anti-periodic in its enects. I 
have given it sdccejssfuUy in cases of 
chronic boils, and feel confident it would 
prove a valuable adjunct in the treat- 
ment of psora and some of the allied 
diseases of the skin. 

I have been in the habit of using it as 
a febrifuge and diaphoretic jn most of 
the inflammatory diseases, especially 
when ^t he temperature is verj' high. 

It possesses slight laxative properties, 
and as a general thing is sufficient in that 
lespect in most cases of fever. 

Of course in typhoid and typho- 
malarial fevers, where, there is a tenden- 
cy to diarrhoea, we would exhibit it very 
cautiously, if at all ; but as a general 
rule, we can give it in small doses with- 
out its laxative eSacL 

It is like all other medicines as re- 
«rds the quantity to be given at a dose. 
We must be governed in this respect by 
the condition of the patient. To an 
adult, under ordinary circumstances, in 
a case of high fever, we could give from 
10 to 20 grains every 2 to 4 hours with 
safety. 

I usually administer it in solution, 
say 20 grs. to the ounce of water, and 

ive a large spoonful every two hours. 

his quantity may be diluted with sev- 
eral times its bulk of water and sweet- 
ened, which will very much cover its 
^■^agreeable taste> When thus diluted 
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and sweetened, children take it very 
readily. 

I have used the sulphite and bi-sul- 
phite of soda, but greatly prefer the hy- 
posulphite to either. It is equally, if 
not more eflectual, as a remedy in all the 
diseases in which I have tried them, and 
far more palatable to take. 

It would be a difficult matter to so 
cover the taste of either the sulphite or 
bi-sulphite as to induce children to take 
them. 

I omitted to say in the outset that 
hypo-sulphite of soda had been used in 
diphtheria. I recollect seeing a commu- 
nication a few years since from a surgeon 
U. S. Navy, whose name I have forgot- 
ten, published in the American Journal 
Medical /Sciences. He spoke very flat- 
teringly of the eflects of this medicine 
in diphtheria, both internally and local- 
ly. I have had no opportunity to use it 
in that disease. 

Dr. Constantine Paul, of Paris, in 
1867, spoke very highly of hypo-sulphite 
of soda as a disinfectant. He used-it in 
solution to destroy the bad odor of feces 
in dysentery ; and recommended it as a 
disenfectant, etc., in fetid lochial dis- 
charges. He applies it to the parts by 
moistening cloths, etc., and says it de- 
stroys all ofiensive odors. 

It fnay be said that this medicine is a 
hobby with me, but it is not the case. I 
have been using it too long for a hobby 
to last. Hobbies usually wear out in 
less than 10 years. 

PAINTER'S COLIC (COLICA PIC 

TONUM. 

BY O. C. XEWTON, M.D., OF CINdKNATI. 



There are persons who are very liable 
to this disease ; those who work in and 
with lead, occupants of lead manufacto- 
ries ; the business of painting generally. 

A young man, twenty years of age, a 
painter by profession, had been in severe 
convulsions for two days, bowels consti- 
pated and enormously distended, and no 
movement aooomplished, notwithstand- 
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ing every eftort bad been used by previ- 
ous physiciaoB. 

I was called at 2 p. m., found him in 
the above condition^ in great agony. 

Treatment : The first thing I did was 
to give him a full dose of morphia, one- 
third of grain hypodermically, with a 
view of relaxing his system^ which had 
the desired efiect. This I at once follow- 
ed with castor oil internally, three table- 
spoonful^ and one teaspoonful of turpen- 
tine^ mixed^ and taken in warm milk. 
Very soon alter this, I gave him^ through 
an anal eum elastic tube, passing it up 
the bowels as far as possible, a large in- 
jection of oil,four tabIespoonsful,molassea, 
two tablespooqsful, and two teaspoonsful 
<^8alt in three pints of warm castilesoap 
suds, holding the rectum to retain it; 1 
also ordered a laree warm hop poltice 
over the bowels, in less than an hour 
he had a copious discharge from the 
(x)wels. 

I gave him the morphia in the way to 
relax the system, to allow the cathartic 
and the injection to do the work which 
if had &iled to do with the other physi- 
cians. I toUowed this treatment by pol- 
tices and soothing aperients, and he soon 
recovered. 

The point of superiority of practice in 
this case lay in the use of medicine by 
the hypodermic syringe, which did not 
nauseate, and which so relaxed the mus- 
cular contraction as to allow the balance 
of the treatment to do what it would not 
do with the muscular rigidity present. 

Two pounds of chloroform had been 
given to this case, by inhalation, previous 
to my being called, but as soon as he 
oameYrom under the influence of it, the 
spasms would return. 

When I find persons who are working 
in paint, I instruct them to keep vessels 
filled with fresh water around them, es- 
pecially house-painters. Such persons 
should drink freely of sweet milk — drank 
in the place of water. They should wear 
clothing free from the saturation of paint, 
contrary to their usual custom of usine 
the same outside qlothing, week in and 
week out. Bathing is highly necessary. 



If working in fiustories, they should have 
all the fresh air and ventilation possible* 

There are some persons who cannot 
stand the least influence of paint, and 
such persons should not be permitted to 
work about it. Many persons will sufier 
with their kidneys, while others will 
sufier from a catarrhl affection, if thev 
remain in a house that is being painted. 

Every fiimily in which there is a mem- 
ber who is subject to colic of any kind^ 
should always possess themselves of and 
hold in readiness that valuable domestic 
appliance, "Davidson's rubber syringe/' 
that they may have the benefit of an in« 
jection at once. It cannot be too prompt- 
ly used. Very frequently, and in almost 
every case of colic, if the injection be 
early enough used, relief is the result. 

ANTAGONISM OF THERAPEU- 
TIC AGENTS. 



Dr. J. Milner Fothergill, in the Phil- 
adelphia Jtledioal limeSf contributes a 
very interesting letter^ from which the 
following extract is made : 

"At t^e risk of being charged with 
egotism and some vanity, I may refer to 
the subject-matter of an essay to which 
has Just been awarded the Fothergillian 
gola medal of the Medical Society of Lon* 
don. The subject of the essay was " The 
Antagonism of Therapeutic Agents," a 
matter of great interest at the present 
time, and one which will wax in impor* 
tanse in the future. With the exception 
of a confused impiession as to the antag- 
onism of opium and belladonna, our 
knowledge has been almost confined to 
chemical antidotes and their utility in 
poisoning — the use of sulphuric acid and 
of iodide of potassium in chronic lead- 
poisoning being an example. But recent 
researches have demonstrated that many 
agents have a physiological antagonism, 
which may be utilized practically. Thus, 
Prof. Frazer, of Edinburgh, worked out 
the antagonism of calabar bean and bel- 
ladonna in the most thorough and effi- 
cient manner. He showed that not only 
could minimum lethal doses be success* 
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fally aDtagODized, bat that considerably 
larger doses could be met successfally by 
correspondingly larger doses of the phy- 
siological antagonist. He made most 
exact observations as to the effect of cala- 
bar bean upon the respiration and the 
circulation^ and showed how^ when both 
were &iling conspicuously, the adminis- 
tration of atropia restored them com- 
pletely. In fact, the interest of the ex- 
periments performed so far has lain 
around those rhythmically discharging 
centres which preside over the respiration 
and the circulation. The centres for the 
respiration are situated in the medulla 
oblongata, the useud vital of Flourens ; 
while those of the circulation are essen- 
tiallv the ganglia which lie in the septa 
of the auricles and betwixt the auricles 
and ventricles. In both these motor 
centres there is an accumulation of energy 
which explodes rhythmically and sets the 
muscular mechanism in action. It is 
these centres upon whose activity life 
depends, and it is the effects of toxic 
agents upon these centres which make 
them dangerous to life. The unconsci- 
ousness produced by opium is in itself of 
little importance : it is the failure of the 
respiration first, and then of the heart 
next, which constitutes the real danger ; 
and paralysis of the nerve-centres of these 
systems is the action of opium in toxic 
doses which is to be feaied. Oscar Lie- 
breich first observed that strychnia and 
chloral possessed a powerful antagonistic 
action, which might be utilized in prac- 
tice ; and there is a well-known case, 
published by Dr. Levinstein, where an 
overdose of chloral had been taken, and 
which recovered, after most grave symp- 
toms had manifested themselves, by the 
use of nitrate of strychnia injected sub- 
cutaneously. Many experiments were 
performed by the Edinburgh committee 
of the British Medical Association, pre- 
sided over by the late Prof. J. Hughes 
Bennett^ by which the antagonism ot 
various agents was demonstrated and 
proved. 

Then Dr. Crichton Browne demonstra- 
ted how the convulsions produced by 



picrotoxine, the active principle of the 
coculus Indicus, could be controlled by 
chloral. It was very interesting to watch i 
two rabbits to each of which a lethal dooe 
of picrotoxine had been administered, but 
to one the antagonistic dose of chloral 
had also been given. The first was sub- 
ject to recurrent attacks of fearful ^spasm^ 
very much like strychnia spasms, includ- 
ing opisthotonos, culminating in a terri- 
ble final convulsion; while the other lay 
peacefully before the fire, wrapt in chloral 
sleep, an occasional slight twitch alone 
indicating the presence of the picrotoxine* 
But if this second rabbit were wakened 
out of its chloral sleep, then a picrotoxine 
fit would come on, resembling those in 
the rabbit without chloral ; before a sec- 
ond convulsion could come on, the chloral 
narcosis had. resumed its sway, and the 
animal slept on undisturbed, to awaken 
up well alongside the stiff corpse of it» 
less fortunate companion. It was evident 
that discharges from large motor area» 
were excited by the action of the picro- 
toxine, and that chloral could restrain 
them if given in sufficient quantity.. 
These experiments have had much to do 
in deciding the present large resort to 
chloral in asylums to control maniacs and 
general paralytics in their recurring in- 
furiated outbreaks of violence. 

Then a series of experiments were per- 
formed by the writer to test the antagon- 
ism of aconite and digitalis in warm- 
blooded animals. It was soon apparent 
that in the rabbit and guinea-pig digitalis 
did not sufiicienftly antagonize the effect 
of the aconite upon the respiration to be 
useful. It exercised some effect if giveo 
from five to nine hours before the admin- 
istration of aconite. It, however, main- 
tained the action of the hearty which was 
found contracted firmly after death ; but 
it did not prevent efficiently the action of 
the aconite upon the respiration. The 
belladonna was tried and found to be a 
perfect antidote, as might have been ex- 
pected from its well-known action as a 
stimulant to the respiratory centres and 
to the cardiac ganglia^ The animals, ex- 
piring with respiratory gasps at gradually 
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lengthenin^i^ intervals, began to respire 
more forcibly after the administration of 
belladonna, and more quickly, until nor- 
mal respiration was regained. The atro- 
pia was effective in saving life up to 
sixteen minutes after the injection of the 
aconite — a long time in aconite-poison- 
ing, but if delayed longer it prolonged 
Efe but could not save it. Then strjch- 
iiine was tried, and was found most ef- 
fective, the animals recovering swiftly, 
only to die in the expiratory spasm of 



ever, justified the size of the dose com- 
pletely. In fact, our acqu»iintance with 
the subject of the ^antagonistic action of 
certain poisons must exercise a . potent 
influence over the future of toxicology. 
Probably it will be found that the lS»t 
plan of treating opium-poisoning will be . 
to empty the, stonlach thoroughly, and 
then to inject subcutaneously a fourth or 
third of a grain of atropia before the res- 
piration has begun to fall ; after that, to 
put the patient to bed, and watch assid- 



strychnia when perfectly recovered from I upusly the respiration, the circulation. 



the aconite-paralysis. At this interest- 
ing point the Anti-Vivisection Act came 
into force, and brought to a close a series 
of experiments which are well worth 
•carrying out by some investigator in a 
land lejs hanifH^red than is Great Britain 
in the matter of scientific inquiry involv- 
incr experimentation upon animals. 

Tliese observations as to the effects of 
certain toxic agents upon the action of 
other toxic agents tell us much that can 
be made practically useful. In the first 
place, this physiological antagonism has 
been utilized in cases of poisoning, and 
strychnia-poisoning has been several 



well as the opposite in Dr. Levinstein^s 
<?ase. Dr. Dobie, of Keighley, used dig- 
italis successfully in a case of aconite- 
poisoning, where the man was very far 
gone. Here the digitalis must have ex- 
crciseil some influence upon the respira- 
tion as well as the circulation, or else an 
effect upon the circulation is soon felt 
by the respiration, so closely are these 
two centres linked together. In a re- 
cent case the writer gave a grain of sul- 
phate of atroj)ia at once, subcutaneously, 
to a woman fir advanced in opium-pois 



and the body-temperature. If the res- 
piration should still show indications of 
failing, to inject a second dose of atropia 
of equal size would be the best thing to 
be done, or even more if required. This 
would be much more effective than drag- 
ging the patient about and administering 
strong coffee, and would enable the med- 
ical attendant to take minute observa- 
tions whose value we may not yet be in 
a position to estimate. A further out- 
come of such a plan of treating opium* 
poisoning would be that we would soon 
learn how far atropia could be trusted to 
antagonize the action of opium upon the 



times successfully treated by chloral, as centres of respiration and circulation, 



and how little it affects the action on the 
sensorium. There exist excellent grounds 
for believing that by such combination 
we will be enabled to give, without anx- 
iety as to the result, much larger doses 
of opium or morphia than have hitherto 
been thought safe, in cades of severe pain, 
or in the fearful cough of some cases of 
softening tubercle. In all cases the toxic 
action of the opium upon the respiration 
should be made the ground for tiction^ 
and not any change in the pupil, as has 
hitherto been done. The pupil is a du- 



oning, with the effect of an early resto- | bious and uusafe guide, for it may be 
ration of the respiration, which was ! dilated by atropine even when the dose 
notably failing' while the pulse kept is utterly ineffective to arrest the opium- 
steady. ^Vithout previous acquaintance poisoning, as was seen in a case lately 
with the effect of the administration of a ; recorded by Dr. Paget, of Cambridge, 
-counter- poison to animals dying from the I Other uses of such advancing acquain- 
toxic effects of another poison previously i tance with the effects of toxic agents upon 
administered, probably some hesitation ' the respiration are developing themselves, 
jnight have been experienced as to the When the respiration is embarrassed in 
large dose adopted. The result, how- asthma we know that belladonna often 
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gives great relief, as it also does in wboop- 
iDg-ooogh. Bot in order to give a rem- 
edy with some approach to rational 
certitude in either of these maladies, it 
is well to note the eeneral condition of 
the respiration and be gnided in the 
selection of a remedy aoconlingly. If it 
be found excited j^ive an agent which 
calms the msud vital ; if depressed a 
stimulant agent like belladonna is indi- 
cated. In a little time we shall prescribe 
with considerably more accura^ in these 
neuroses of the respiration. Then, too, 
in chronic bronchitis with emphysema, 
strychnia and belladonna are very useful. 
and in the bulk of cases give great relief. 
In more acute conditions they give much 
promise, and a friend of mine recently 
pulled through successfully, by the use 
of strychnia, a case of capillary bron- 
chitis which seemed as if it must neces- 
sarily end &tally. It was with much 
satisfiiction the writer read the paper by 
Dr. Reinhard Weber, in the Philadel- 
phia Medical Ihnes for February 2d, on 
the use of belladonna in collapse, and the 
use of agents acting powerfully upon the 
respiration and circulation must obtain 
extensively in the future in temporary 
asthenic conditions where life is gravely 
threatened without death being unavoia- 
able, and where a slight matter even may 
settle the question of life and death. 
But the subject cannot be pursued fiirther 
within the limits of a letter. 



DUALITY OF THE BRAIN. 

Bead before the BleiieH Co. Medical Society. 



By J. Babr Smith, M. D. 

Jfr. President and Gentlemen: — As you 
are all familiar with the anatomy of the 
brain, I will occupy no more of your 
time with the anatomical construction 
than will be necessary to illustrate my 
position. 

1st. The brain is a duality. 

2nd. Each one of the pair is separate, 
distinct and complete in itself. Each 
one of the pair performs all its functions 



independent of its fellow. The func- 
tions of the brain are : the perception of 
an impression, volition, memory, and 
the power of originating motion. There- 
fore, each one of the pair has a &culty 
of the perception of an impression, vo- 
lition, memory, and the power of origi- 
nating motion. 

Reasoning from analogy: Physiolo- 
gists for the sake of convenience usually 
divide the body into a number of sys- 
tems, each system consisting of a num- 
ber of organs subservient to the same 
purpose in the economy. These organ» 
are always found in pairs, except the 
outlets and reservoirs, the fiinctions of 
which are passive, as they perform no- 
active duty; for instance, we have two* 
arms, each one of the pair complete in 
itself, capable of performing the same 
offices alone and unassisted by its fellow.. 
Each arm has the same number of 
bones, muscles, etc., arranged in the 
same manner ; so also of the lower ex- 
tiemities; so also of the organs of our 
senses, hearing, seeing, etc. The nerves 
are given oft* in pairs ; the bronches* 
Now, when all the organs of the body of 
which we have positive knowledge are 
found in pairs, is it not reasonable to in- 
fer that the brain also consists of a pair 
separate, distinct and independent as 
the arms. 

Reasoning from cause to effect and 
vice versa from effect back to cause :: 
One of the pair of brains can and does 
recall impressions its fellow never had 
any perception of. We can and do call 
into activity one of the nair whilst it» 
fellow is dormant. Each one of the 
pair may and does receive distinct im- 
pressions at the same time. A writing 
master can trace with a pen on paper a 
letter of the alphabet that will extend 
exactly to a certain line above and to a 
given line below ; he can then make an 
exact copy of it, or a dozen if be wishes,, 
so much alike you cannot detect any 
difference. To accomplish this he must 
judge of the exact distance to move his 
hand, the exact directions to move his- 
hand, and the exact positioa to hold the 
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pen. The power of originating motion 
is a fiicnlty of the brain, not of the hand 
nor arm. His hand, therefore, moves ai) 
directed by the brain — the result of ed- 
ucation. Let a man who has never 
learned to write undertake in like man- 
ner to make a dozen copies of the same 
letter. His arms may be as strong, his 
nefves as steady, his brain as active a& the 
writing master. He mav have all the 
physical qualifications, yet, he cannot 
make two letters exactly alike ; it must 
be learned. Now let the same wHting 
master take the pen in bis left hand and 
undertake to make a copy of the letters 
he has traced with his right hand, and. 
he can no more do it than the man who 
has never learned to write. Why? 
The nerves that supply the right arm 
are given off from one of the pair of the 
brains, the nerves distributed to the left 
arm from the other one of the pair. One 
of the pair of brains has been educated 
to move the hand the required distance 
and direction, whereas the other one of 
the pair has not been so educated. 

If a man has only one brain, one 
memory, one source of originating mo- 
tion, the distance and direction learned, 
the brain could and would direct the 
motion of either hand indiscriminately 
to move the required distance and direc- 
tion. The writing master has educated 
but one of the pair of brains — the one 
correlated to the right arm, consequently 
to write with the left hand he must also 
educate the one of the pair correlated 
with left arm's hand, and this is true of 
all the organs of the body. Dancing 
masters frequently find their pupils learn 
to execute all the movements they re- 
quire with one foot readily, and almost 
impossible to learn and execute the 
proper movements with the other foot of 
the pair. Now if the brain is a unity; 
if the pupil has but one memory, one 
source of originating motion, one voli- 
tion, the time distance and direction 
once learned, the feet moving only as 
directed by the brain would of course be 
equal, the same time, distance and direc- 
tion being required. 



Aeain, we have a pair of organs com* 
manicating sound to the brain— one 
communicating dirrctly with the right 
the other with the left brain. The time 
as well as tjie volume or force with 
which it reaches the brain must vary 
according to the direction from Which 
the sounds proceeds and the position of 
the organs of hearing. If the brain is 
a unity this would destroy the harmony* 
Either one of the, pair of brains has pre- 
hension of the sound and the other has 
not, or each pair receives the sound in- 
dependent of its fellow. So also of sight, 
the rays of light from one object im- 
pinge on both eyes, two images are con- 
veyed to the brain. If the brain is a 
unity we would of course see every ob- 
ject double. 

Again, each one of the pair of brains 
can be active at the same time. A 
school teacher can add up a column of 
figures correctly and listen at the same 
time to a scholar recite a lesson. A 
man can write a letter on one subject^ 
and at the same time listen to a conver- 
sation on a different subject. A, man 
could as easily move one foot or one hand 
in different directions at the same time as 
one brain could act in different direc*- 
tions at the same time — reasoning from 
analogy. 

The power of originating motion is a 
faculty of the brain, when^thebrain is in- 
jured so that the motion of a part is in- 
terfered with, Ifbut one of the pair of 
brains is injured the paralysis is always 
on the side correlated to the brain in- 

{'ured. If the brain is a unity it would 
)e impossible to paralize one arm with- 
out at the same time paralyzing both. 
Unilateral sweating from one of the pair 
being diseased could not result if the 
brain is not a duality. 

Reasoning from the a&atomical coa- 
stmction of the brain: The normal 
brains of two individuals differ in size, 
number and arrangement of convolu- 
tions, depth of anfractuosities as well as 
intellectual power and disposition. So 
also do the pair of brains differ in the 
same individual ; the size, convolutions^ 
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letc, of the right differs from the left. 
By keeping in mind that the brain is a 
duality, and the pair differ in their 
formation in the same individual, we can 
easily understand the many apparent 
contradictions we find in the manner, 
<iisposition, etc., of the same individual. 
Recapitulation. 

1st. The brain is a duality because all 
the organs of the body of which we have 
positive knowledge are found in pairs, 
except the outlets and reservoirs. 

2nd. One of the pair of brains may 
have the perception of an impression 
Avhen its fellow has not. 

3rd . One of the pair may be educated 
and the oilier not. 

4th. Each one of the pair may have 
the perception, of different impressions 
tit the same time. 

5th. When only one of the pair is 
injured so as to destroy the power of 
originating motion, the paralysis is only 
on one side of the body. 

6th. The shape, size, convolutions, 
anfractuosities, etc., of one side differs 
from- its fellow. 

7th. \\ e can in no other way account 
for the contradictions in men's charac- 
ters, and the peculiarities of many dis- 
eases. — Lancet and Observer, 



GONORRHEA— ITS PATHOLOGY 
AND TREATMENT. 



By C. C. Godshaw, A.B., M D. 

(Read before the LouisviUe Academy of Medioine* 

ArrU 19. 1878.) 



To the young practitioner especially is 
the study aud pro|)cr treatment o£ gonor- 
rhea deserving of consideration, as it is to 
him that patients usually come for relief. 
Almost every doctor claims to possess a 
sovereign cure, and yet we not unfre- 
quently find cases that have proven re- 
bellious to all treatment, and the patient, 
disaT)pointed and disgusted, lets the dis- 
«ise take its own course. 

I propose this evening to show as 
bridy as possible that success depends 
less on the medicinal agents given than 



on close attention to cleanliuess and the 
thoroughness of application of the means 
employed. 

PATH< LOGY. 

Gonorrhea in the male is an inflam- 
mation of the niucous membrane lining 
the urethra analogous to catarrhal inflam- 
mation which invades the conjunctiva. It 
is a local inflammatory trouble requiring 
local treatment for its cure. It is vir- 
tually an urethritis, but. not always of a 
specific nature. Although writers on the 
etiology of this disease admit its infec- 
tious and contagious nature, yet its spe- 
cialty in all cases is to be doubted. lu 
proof of this I could report many cases 
whose history and origin I have traced, 
and know have not been due to the spe- 
cific virus. As it is a well-known fact 
that almost all women, be they chaste or 
unchaste, have leucorrhea, and since as 
yet the microscope has failed to reveal 
any difference between gonorrhea and 
simple urethritis, the history alone can 
determine the nature of the cases. * Gon- 
orrhea should therefore be classed as an 
urethritis — ^a tumified' and vascular con- 
dition of the lining of the urethra dis- 
charging a muco-purulent secretion, 

TREATMENT. 

Believing as I do in the local nature 
of the diease, I do not recommend the 
anti-blenorrhagic treatment, as few will 
tolerate it, and besides with me it has 
not worked any good results. TUe so- 
called abortive treatment — caustic injec- 
tions and applications — ^should also be 
discountena'nced, as they do no little harm. 

Gonorrhea, like other catarrhal inflam- 
mations — as, for instance, ordinary con- 
junctivitis — can be cured with mild, 
weak, and soothing astringent injections 
properly used, and with due attedtion to 
hygiene and cleanliness. Certainly when 
indicated in constitutional derangements 
— as malaria, anaemia, rheumatism, etc. — 
tonics and appropriate medication are 
necessary. It should also be 3een that 
the bowels are kept soluble and kidneys 
i act freely. The lollowing is a favorite 
I combination with me, and cures, \yhen 
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used as directed, in ^ from ten days to 
three weeks, often sooner : 

R Sulph, zioc 1 , 

Tanoie acid j °^' J" •'' 

Sulph. morph gr& iij-vi; 

Sulph'. atrop gr. ss-j; 

Distilled water oz. vj. 

• 

Dissolve. Direct to inject every two 
hours. 

Since I have used the atropia in com- 
bination witk morphia, in weak astrin* 
gent injections, I find, through its valua- 
ble anodyne and antispasmodic proper- 
ties, that the tendency to chordee is con- 
trolled, while the pain produced by the 
passage of urine is considerably mitigated. 

If there is excessive pain during mictu- 
rition, the following formula, much used 
by Zeisi-el and Sigmund, of Vienna, may 
be prescribed : 

R Ext. cannabis Indie I ) 

Ext. hyoscy. eem / «» g"- ^v; 

Saech. alb oz. ss. 

M. Ft. cbart No. 9. Sig. One every 
three hours. 

In using the injection the patient 
should be shown very minutely the method 
of using the syringe. The doctor should 
always inject for him the first time, and 
afterwards if necessary, thus seeing that 
he performs it properly, and as the symp- 
toms and discharge decrease so should 
the number and frequencj' of the injec- 
tions. After using the syringe, so plainly 
described by Bumstead., the instrument 
should be withdrawn, and the medicated 
liquid allowed to remain fer a few min- 
utes. 

Before doing this, however, one rule 
must be implicitly followed — to urinate 
before injecting. It is also a good plan 
to inject simple water just previous to 
using medicated fluid, •thus insuring 
thorough cleansing of canal. 

In regard to syringes, the hard rubber 
is preferable. Its nozzle should be about 
one half inch in length and smooth, so 
as not to lacerate the alreadv diseased 
tissue. The patieat. should also be ad- 
vised to wear a suspensory bandage dur- 
iog the treatment. If the bandage 42an 



not be conveniently had or bought a 
verj' ingenious substitute is found in the 
shape of the heel of a cotton sock, to 
which are attached four cords or pieces 
of tape. 

HYGIEXE AND CLEANLINESS. 

In a person whose glans penis is cov- 
ered with a long prepuce too much at- 
tentien to thorough cleanliness can not 
be exercised. Erequent ablutions must 
be practiced. In such a case the cure is 
undoubtedly retarded by the meatus uri- 
narius being occluded by the ne<;essarily 
inflamed preputium and the constant ir- 
ritation of the accumulating discharge 
and decomposed secretion. Such dis- 
gusting signs are seen on persons who 
otherwise are scrupulously clean ! I find 
that the circumcised, or even those whose 
glans are partially covered, yield more 
readily to treatment. The sanitar}' in- 
fluence of circumcision in the treatment 
of gonorrhea alone, in my observation, 
is a great factor. 

DIET AND HABITS. 

Moderation and temperance should be 
advised. Wholesome and nutritious 
food must be taken, whilst the idea of 
starving out the disease is simply ridicu- 
lous. If the patient be accustomed to 
liquors, malt or otherwise, or tobacco, I 
find by depriving him entirely of these 
the disease is retarded in its cure. If 
when used in excess with a debilitating 
eifeot, certainly they must be interdicted, 
as well as society and thoughts that tend 
to excite the sexual organs. 

It is also well to 'observe, as the ma- 
jority of cases are in persons who, frpm 
business or other relations, can not lie 
down, we must enjoin as much rest as 
possible during treatment, and also pro- 
hibit sexual intercourse until several 
weeks after the cessation of the dis- 
charge. 

In conclusion, I would add that we 
cannot be too minute and . clear in our 
instructions, for just in proportion to 
these directions will the intensity and 
duration of his case be lessened. — Lou. 
Med, News. 
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CASE OF IODIC PURPURA. 



Bt RoBUiT Abbi, M.D., New Yobk. 



W. D.^ aged 30, England, in excel- 
lent general condition, presented him- 
self with three deep tertiary ulceratien» 
upon the anterior half of the tongue. 
He gives the history of having had 
primary and secondary syphilis about 
seven or eight years ago. 

Six years ago he had swollen testicle, 
first on the right, then on the left side, 
which disappeared under the use of io- 
dide of potassium, which did not then 
cause any eruption. A year and a half 
ago he had deep and painful ulcers of 
the back of the tongue which were cured 
by some medicine. 

Four months ago, three ulcers came 
on the front portion of the tongue, which 
still remain ; one the size of a pea, an- 
other the size of a three-cent piece, 
and another that of a penny. He was 
ordered at once, B. Potass, iodid, gr. 
x», Hydrag. biniodid.gr. 1-16, M. t. i. d. 

The ulcers rapidly cicatrized, and 
were soon healed. After less than a 
fortnight's treatment an eruption of 
petechial spots appeared about the ankles 
and on the forearm above the wrists ; 
those on the ankled were of deep purple 
color. There were not more than fifty 
or a hundred upon either ankle, while 
upon the forearms tnere were half that 
number. Upon stopping treatment as 
the tongue was cured, they disappeiired. 
Shortly afterward, the medicine was 
again -renewed and the eruption again 
appeared. It was continued only a few 
days when he seemed so well that no 
further observation was taken of the 
case until about three months after, Jan. 
22, 1878, when the man presented him- 
self with a very vivid and purpuric 
eruption of both legs and forearms, and 
with the following history : — Since he 
was last seen by me he had twice re- 
newed the same medicine on account of 
not feeling particularly well, and aft^r a 
few doses had both times had a vivid 
eruption appear as before ; the time be- 



fore the present one, he had taken but 
two doses (=pot. iod. gr. xx.) befi)re 
it appeareoi, but it had quickly gone 
away on stopping the medicine. 

On the present occasion he had taken 
the medicine, not because he had occa- 
sion to, but he had been out of work aud 
had nothing better to do. In two days 
the eruption was out in full force. It 
covered the entire anterior and posterior 
of the middle of thetribial r^ion of the 
leg, and thinned out toward the knee 
and about the ankle ; few spots ajp- 
pearing below this point. In parts the 
spots were discrete, but for a space the 
size of one's hand spread out they 
melted together, giving the skin a deep 
hue. 

On either forearm were very numer- 
ous purpuric spots pretty uniform id 
size, and extending from wrist to elbow; 
but none above elbow, or knee. The 
skin was otherwise normal; no eleva- 
tion of temperature. There were no 
traces of €Oorbutie tendency ; the gums 
were normal, and his general appear- 
ance was excellent. The patient had 
become alarmed, but was assured that 
all would disappear on stopping the 
medicine ; and so it did with remarkable 
quickness, for in two weeks time not 
even the staining could be discovered* 

P. &.— March 13. After taking three 
doses of the pot. iod. mixt. at my re- 
quest, the purpuric eruption has again 
come out to-day, quite vividly on the 
legs and forearms. This is the sixth 
appearance of the eruption following 
the iodide. The fifth and sixth out- 
breaks of purpura were accompanied by 
sharp epistaxis. — Demuxtology, 

HYDROBROMIC ACID IN CERE- 
BRO SPI5f AL MENINGITIS. 



The many excellent qualities of this 
acid which render it so useful a member 
of therapeutical armamentarium, especi- 
ally in fevers accompanied with consid- 
erable disturbance, makes it incumbent 
upon us to re&ft to it briefly in this issue.. 
I There has been, considerable desultory 
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writing in the Journals oonoerning it 
during the past few nionths^ all pointing 
to its excellent qualities as a cerebral 
sedative, and tranquilizer of the nervous 
system. It possesses all the beneficial 
action of the oromide of potassium, with- 
out the relaxing effects of the potash, 
and does not superinduce boils. It does 
not stimulate as does bromide of ammo- 
nium, and may be readilv combined with 
quinine, to produce the hydrobromate of 
quinine, a most valuable tonic to the 
nervous system in low forms of fever, 
etc. 

To Dr. Fothergill of London, Eng- 
land, belongs the credit of first having 
separated this acid for use, since which 
time it has excited considerable interest 
in medical circles. He gives the follow- 
ing formula'for its production in quan- 
tities of two quarts : dissolve dr. xj of 
bromide of potassium in four pints of 
water, then add dr. xiij of tartaric acid. 
A precipitate of bitartrate of potash falls 
down as a sediment, and the hydrobromic 
acid remains in a clear, bright, almost 
colorless fluid, possessing an acid taste 
and the ordinary acid properties, and is 
possessed of the peculiar therapeutical 

Sroperties of bromide of potassium, as 
istineuished from those of any other 
salt of potash. The dose of this acid, 
thus prepared, is from half a drachm to a 
drachm. The smaller dose is usually that 
employed, except in severe cases. It is 
the form of bromine best suited for use 
in medicine. It is commebding itself in 
the South as a remedy in fever, combined 
with large anti-pyretic doses of quinine. 
In the Feninmdar Jownud of JUedieine, 
Dr. Wade recommends its use in the 
treatment of fevers and says "it would 
seem the acid par exedlmee when there 
is much cerebral excitement, in pyretic 
affections.'^ 

In cerebro-spinal meningitis, we have 
a specific contagious virus of a typhous 
nature, attacking with especial virulence 
the great nerve centres. To treat this 
successfolly requires the highest skill, 
and greatest promptitude and aptitude 
in the selection of remedies, briefly, I 



we may here summarize the most recent 
conclusions of the ablest men in the pro- 
fession as to its treatment, as in this we 
may best shew the place and power of 
this acid, as an agent in the treatment of 
this formidable affection. 

First: the hyperaemia of the brain 
and spinal eord should be relieved by 
the prompt and repeated application of 
leecnes, until the pulse has &llen te be* 
low 100 or within a point at which it 
ceases to be alarming. Second : hot ap* 
plications (not cold) Ve to be applied to 
the head and spine, with mustard pedi- 
luvia. Third: the bowels should be un- 
loaded with an active cathartic. Fourth r 
to relieve the hyperpyrexia (the temper- 
ature being sometimes as high as 104^ 
or even 106°) sedative doses of quinine 
(say 2 to 5 or even 10 grs.) with oz. j 
doses of the hydrobromic acid should be 
administered frequently, and continued 
until the petechial spots have disappeared 
from the skin, in doses, of course, com- 
mensurate only with the hyperpyrexia or 
excess of heat. 

Some prefer a solution of quinine in 
hydrobromic acid which may be admin- 
istered in doses of from J to 1 drachm of 
the acid and 1 to 2 grs. of quinine 
hourly. • The surface of the body should 
be regularly sponged as in other fevers* 
It is claimed that this mode of treatment 
will save over 75 per cent, of such cases^ 
and prevent the distressing sequel» 
which sometimes follow, shewing defec- 
tive nerve power. The leeching is in- 
dispensable to relieve the violent head 
symptoms at the outset, and the anti- 
pry ret ic properties of the quinine are 
needful ; but without the acid neither of 
these remedies would prove of more than 
temporary benefit. 

Tne use of calomel has been much 
lauded by some, but is rapidly falling 
into disuse as unnecessary. Opium in 
moderate doses is of great service in the 
later stages of the disease and assists ma- 
terially in promoting convelescence. — 
Canada Lancet. 
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HYPOPHOSPHITE OF ZINC. 



Sir : This salt has never, so far as I 
•can leara, been used internally lor medi- 
cinal purjwses, and the object of this 
paper is to explain its peculiar advanta- 
ges and to call professional attention to 
it. I 

The only combination of phosphorus ; 
and zinc heretofore used is the phosphide j 
of zinc. The formula for this, as given ] 
in Soubeiran's woric as recently revised [ 
by Regnault, is PZna. This shows it to ' 
consist of phosphorus and metalic zinc , 
in the proportion of one part of the first; 
to about six parts of the latter, and both| 
unoxidized. As no oxygen enters into 1 
its combination, the phosphorus produces 
the same irritant effect in the stomach as 
if given in the free .state, its irritant ac- 
tion being caused by its oxidation, 

Tlie ordinary dose of phosphide of 
sine is one-tenth grain. This quantity 
cannot be largely increased. The pro- 
portion of zinc contained in this quan- 
tity i.s too infinitesimal to prove a ver}*- 
powerful nervous tonic, while the pro- 
portion of phosphorus is still less. 

I therefore propose the use of hypo- 
phosphite of zinc. The formula for 
this is (ZnO, 6HO, PO) Oz=8). 

In this salt both the zinc and phos- 
phorus are in a protoxidized state, in 
which condition the phosphorus is ren- 
dered non-irritant, admitting the use of 
such quantities as to fully meet all indi- 
cations for either phosphorus to zinc. 
The salt being perfectly soluble, is at 
once assimilated, while both elements in 
the phosphide must be oxidized previous 
to assimilation. Its advantage in most 
nervous diseases over zinc oxide, zinc 
sulphate, etc., being that the very desi- 
rable effects of phosphorus in its best 
.condition for assimilative action are also 
available by its use. 

The condition of absolute purity is 
essential to this, as to all hypophosphite 
salts, for unless used in this condition 
their therapeutic effe^rt is either very 
much impaired or wholly lost. 

I recommend the use of the syrup, as 



the sugar is a most efficient preserver 
against atmospheric influence^ and ren- 
ders the preparation more palatable, 
though the salt has scarcely any taste, at 
firsts a slight metalic afler-taste being 
perceptible. 

It is prepared in the form of syrup, 
eight grains of the salt to one fluid ounce, 
and may probably be given in twice or 
thrice that quantity three times a day. 

The salt used is purified and neutral. 
It has been therapeutically tested wdth 
very satisfactory results. — R. W. Gard- 
NER, in New York Med. Bee. 

SOCIETY REPORTS. 



ATLANTA MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL ASSO- 
CIATION. , 



Reported by Dr. Olmstead. 

Monday evening, April 1st, Dr. Roach 
in the chair. ^ 

Dr. Knott exhibited a specimen of a 
female foetus which he removed from a 
negro woman who had been in labor 
over 100 hours. The patient was a mu- 
latto, aged 35 years, and had borne two 
children previously, experiencing some 
difficulty with one of them. 

AVhen he arrived, found the woman 
almost moribund, pulse extremely fee- 
ble and labor pains entirely subsided. 

On examination found the occiput 
presenting to the symphysis. The head 
very lar^e, and the bones of the craneum 
so completely ossified that no fontanelles 
existed. An efibrt was made to intro- 
duce the forceps, biit was found imprac- 
ticable. 

In consultation with Dr. A. R. Alley, 
the operation of craniotomy was decided 
upon. The operation proved to be ex- 
ceedingly difficult by reason of the entire 
ossification and density of the cranium. 
After long and laborious efforts, and be- 
fore the operation was complete, the 
woman began to sink, and though stim- 
ulants were administered, and every 
effort made to sustain her, she expired 
undelivered. 

Being anxious to see the child, and 
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ascertain fully the nature of the diflSculty, 
he procured the consent of the friends 
to remove the foetus by csesarian section, 
which he did/ and extracted a foetus of 
extraordinary size, as seen in the speci- 
men presented. Ijength, 22} inches ; 
the diameters of the scalp relatively dis- 
proportioned to those of the pelvis, and 
the weight of the child at least eighteen 
or twenty pounds ! 

It was evidently a mechanical impos- 
sibility for the child to have been born. 
'Sot is it likely that it could Jiave been 



csesarian section was a very grave oper- 
ation, and to be resorted to only in very 
exceptional cases, it was too frequently 
postponed until too late. 

Dr. A. J. Pinsou presented to the 
Association a specimen of wormK (asca- 
ris Inmbrocoides), 73 in number, dis- 
charged in one day. Worm fever w^as 
well marked in this case. Treatment — 
^ Saccharated calomel. 
Santonin, aa grs ij. 
Ft four powders. 
Take one every four hours. 
Dr. Pinson also reported a case of 



delivered by the perforator or by evis- ! 

ceration on account of the extraordinary measles wherein the eruption was visible 
size of the foetus. Dr. Knott expressed on tho tongue and fauces five days be- 
the opinion that the csesarian section in fore it appeared on the skin. 



such cases would be not only justifiable, 
but would be clearly indicated as afford- 
ing the best chance for both mother and 
child. It was in the highest degree 
probabable that, >vith the state of inner- 
tia in which he found the womb, if he 
had succeeded in delivering with the 
forceps or the crotchet, the woman 
would have died from uterine hemor- 
rhage; whereas, the csesarian section 
would have furnished a better chance to 
control the hemorrhage by manipulation. 

Dr. Alley, who assisted Dr. Knott in 
this case, confirmed the facts given by 
him, and concurred in the views ex- 
.pressed. He regarded the case as one of 
prolonged gestation. 

Dr. H. B. Lee agreed with Dr. 
Knott^s conclusions as to what could be 



Monday, April 22. 

Dr. Grawford in the chair. 

Dr. Asher reported a case of strangu- 
lated inguinal .hernia, occuring in a 
young man aged seventeen, Who had 
been the subject of congenitaf hernia. Re- 
cently, in carrying a heavy weight, the 
hernia suddenly increased in size — a 
large tumor appearing in the scrotum. 
The pain and other symptoms becoming 
worse, the Doctor Avas called in a few 
days after ,the apperance of the tumor. 
He found great difficulty in making a 
diagnosis as to what the contents of the 
tumor were. There was a large, soft 
mass, but no distinctive evidence of the 
presence of the intestine could be ob- 
tained. Dt. Willis Westmoreland saw 



done at the time and under the circum- the case with him on Friday, both agreed 



stances that he saw the case. The ex- 
cessive distension interfering with loco- 
motion, rest and nutrition, continuing 
probably for several weeks in this case, 
had su^ested to his mind the propriety 
of the induction of premature labor in 
similar cases. 

Dr. E. J. Roach remarked that the 
question as to the propriety of perform- 



as to the difficulty of making a diagno- 
sis as to what the contents of the tumor 
were. 

On Sunday it was decided that an 
operation should be performed, which 
was done by Dr. Westmoreland, who 
cut down upon the tumor, which was 
found to consist of a large mass of the 
omentum, with only a small portion of 



ing so grave an operation as the Cfiesarian intestine (about one third of an inch)^ 
section in a woman who had previously had descended. 



given birth to children, is one difficult 
to decide. He would certainly not do 
60 without first exhausting all other 
iastnimental methods. 

Dr. Knott stated that though the 



The stricture was divided, and the 
gangrenous portions of the omentum 
having been removed, the remaining 
parts were returned to the abdominal 
cavity. The patient died haJ an heur 
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after the completion of tfce operation^ 
having never rallied, even from the ef- 
fects of the ether which was used. He 
had been in very good condition at the 
commencement of the operation, in re- 
gard to his pulse condition of the skin, 
etc. 

Dr. Asher concluded his report by 
remarking that, to his mind, the impor- 
tant point in this case was the difficulty 
in making a diagnosis ; and he would 
like to know how he could have settled 
in advance the question as to what this 
large, soft ma«8 in the scrotum was. An 
interesting discussion followed as to what 
was the cause of death in this case, there 
having been no symptoms of peritonitis 
before the operation was undertaken, and 
as the death took place half an hour af- 
terwards, this complication could not 
have been in force, as a cause. Dr. 
Asher was satisfied it was not due to the 
anaesthetic ute<l ; he thought the patient 
died from the "shock of the operation.*' 
In reply to a question as to the post 
mortem appearance of the body, he sta- 
ted that only a small slough, about the 
size of a pea, indicated a leison of the 
bowels. 

Dr. J. J. Knott reported a case pre- 
senting the following symptoms: A gen- 
tleman had fever for five days, complained 
of headache, soreness in the muscles of 
the back, etc. At the expiration of that 
time, an eruption appeared, papular in 
character, and there was a cessation of 
the fever. The eruption, at first papular, 
became umbilicated, patient complaining 
of severe itching. Dr. Alley stated that 
he had seen this case with Dr. Knott, 
and he considered it a well marked case 
of variola. 



MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
GEORGIA. 



The Medical A.ssociation of Georgia 
held it9 annual meeting in Atlanta com- 
mencing on the 17th of April, and was 
in session three days. 

The Sunday-school Convention which 
was in session at the same time, diverted 



the attention of the public so that very 
few spectators witnessed the proceedings 
of the society. Nor did there seem to 
be the usual degree of interest in the 
work of the association by the members 
present or the profession generally. 

The Association met in the Senate 
Chamber, and was opened with prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Martin of the Ist Pres- 
byterian church 

The address of welcome was made by 
Dr. Jno. M. Johnson in eloquent lan- 
guage, and appropriately lesponded to 
by Dr. Charters, of Savannah. 

Dr. Battey, the outgoing president, 
then introduced the president elected a€ 
the last meeting, Wm. O'Daniel, who 
delivered an interesting inaugural ad- 
dress. 

About 8Q members enrolled their 
names. 

. Reports of sections were called for. 
Many failed to report. 

Dr. G. J. Grimes read a paper on 
tubercular meningitis. 

Dr. Greggs made a verbal report of a 
number of cases in gynsecology. 

Dr. Kennon — a paper on fistula in ano. 

Dr. A. Mathas— a case of abdominal 
dropsy, tapped 90 times. 

Dr. Love reported a case of menstrual 
derangement ; also ^ paper on the diag- 
nostic value of the soft palate as com- 
pared with the tongue. 

Dr. LeHardy — a paper on yellow 
fever. 

Dr. Baird — a paper on moslem there- 
peutics. 

Dr. Gaither — a pase of puerperal 
elampsia. 

Dr. A. W. Calhoun — one hundred 
and five operations for strabismus. 

Blood letting — by Dr. Chas. Bau- 
schenburg, 

Non-syphiletic corryza — by Dr. Stout. 

The true physician — by Dr. T. S. 
Powell. 

Diseases of the uterus — ^by Dr. Tal- 
liaferro. 

Sacharated medicines — ^by Dr. Love. 

Corn stalk as material for uterine 
tents— by Dr. W. T. Goldsmith. 
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Veratia ointment for neuralgia — hj 
Dr. Stout, 

Address by Dr. A. Means on elec- 
tricity. 

On the second day, voluntar}' papers 
were called for. 

A cas« of sloughing of the uterus was 
reported by Dr. Drake. 

Obstinate case of hiccough — ^by Dr. 
J. B. Roberts, 

Gun-shot wound of the spine — ^by Dr. 
J. G. Thomas. 

Dr. W. R. Burgess, of Macon, orator 
elect, delivered an interesting address on 
"Hasty, unwise and unfortunate medi- 
cal literature." 

Dr. H. Smith, of Augusta, read a 
memorial that had been prepared for 
presentation to the legislature,petitioning 
the removal of the special tax on phy- 
sicians. 

The memorial was adopted, and a 
committee appointed to look after the 
matter. 

Dr. W, Westmoreland made a verbal 
report on congenital phimosis, in which 
cases were reported, showing that paral- 
ysis of the lower extremities in children 
not unfregiiently results from phimosis. 

Dr. C. B. Leitner, of Columbus, pre- 
sented a paper on tar bandages. 

On the third day, a resolution was in- 
troduced by Dr. Drake to appoint a 
committee to report upon the propriety 
of changing the by-laws so as to dispense 
with a nominating committee and elect 
officers by ballot. The resolution elci- 
ted a warm discussion, and was ably de- 
fended by Drs. J. M. Johnson, H. V. 
M. Miller, Dr. T, S. Powell and others. 
Dr. Roach referred to certain action 
which had transpired in the room of the 
nominating committee, which smacked 
of injustice. This elicited an indignant 
rgoinder from Dr. Baird. 

Dr. Roach stated that he intended 
nothing offensive, he had received his 
information trom Dr. G. S. Crawford, a 
member of the committee from Fulton, 

Dr. Crawtord said he would state what 
did occur and members could form their 
own conclusions. He had submitted a 



proposition to the commitiee calculated 
to harmonize the profession in Atlanta, 
which proposition was rejected, and the 
nomination was precipitated in a man- 
ner that seemed to him very much like 
"it was cut and dried." 

After some further discussion the reso- 
lution was carried, and a committee of 7 
was appointed by a vote of 56 to 1, 
showing an overwhelming opposition 
to the caucus method of nominating. 
This committee, however, finding that 
the nominations were open to ratifica- 
tion or rejection by the body, reported 
against any change of the present method 
as unnecessary. Under these circum- 
stances, a majority of the nominations 
made being satisfiictory, the report of 
the committee was accepted. 

The committee on nominations then 
reported the following names for oflScers 
for the ensuing year, which was agreed 
to: 

President — John Thad Johnson, At- 
lanta. 

Ist Vice President— W. F. Holt, 
Macon. 

3d Vice President — T. H. Kennon, 
Milledgeville. 

Secretary — Joseph B. Baird, Atlanta. 

Treasurer — W. K. Burgess, Macon. 

Orator — E. H. Richardson, Cedar- 
town. 

Dr. Robert Battey was elected to fill 
vacancy on board of censors. 

The following were appointed to re- 
port on sections : 

FIRST DI8TBICT. 

Practice — J. G. Thomas, Wm. Dun- 
can and John D. Martin. Surgery — R. 
P. Myers, G. A. Stone and J. W. Nor- 
ton. Gynaecolo^ — J. B. Read, J. C. 
LeHardy and J. P. S. Houston. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

Practice— W. M. Bruced, R. L. Hill- 
men and W. W. Twitty. Surgery — ^B. 
R. Dostor, W. A. Strother and T. S. 
Hopkins. Gynaecology — W. B. Fack- 
ett, E. W. Alfriend and T. A. Chap- 
pell. 
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THIRD DISTRICT. 

Practice — A. R. Taylor, A. W. Reese 
and S. B. Hawkins. Surgery — F. M. 
Jordan, Geo. F. Cooper and A. A. 
Smith. Gynaecology — ^F. F. Walker, 
J. W. Tucker and J. B. Hinkle. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Practice — A. W. Griggs, D. W. 
Johnson and P. M. Tidwell. Surgery 
— G. J. Grimes, W. W. Fitts and John 

F. Slaughter Gynaecology — J. W. 
Griggs, T. A. Sanford and F. L. Wis- 
dom. 

FIFTH DISTICT. 

Practice — J. B. Baird, Paul Faver and 
J. G. Wesfmoreland. Surgerj- — A. W. 
Calhoun, T. L. Lallerstadl and J. A. 
McKown. Gynaecology — J. P. Logan, 
K. P. Moore and T. M. Darnell. 

SIXTH DISTRICT. 

Practice — AVm. F. Holt, Henry Gar- 
ther and H. V. Johnson. Surgery — J. 
L. Harris, B. Hendricks and S. L. 
Richardson. Gynsecology — W. O'Dan- 
iel, W. R. Burgess and J. E. Black- 
shear. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

Practic — A. L. Fowler, J. B. S. 
Holmes and E: H. Richardson. Sur- 
gery— R. F. Wright, W. S. Hendricks 
and W. B. Wells. Gynaecology — R. 
Battey, C. B. Gordon and T. R. Cal- 
houn. 

EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

Practice— AV. H. Doughty, W. W. 
Battey and W. H. Foster. Surgery — 
A. S. Campbell, D. Ford and E. A. Du- 
LS. Gyneecology — H. F. Campbell, J. 
i. Coleman and R. C. Eve. 

yiNTH DISTRICT. 

Practice— W. T. Hollins^yorth, 1. H. 
Goss and J. S. Simmons. Surgery — L. 

G. Hardeman, A. A, Bell and R. M. , 
Smith. Gynaecology — C. W. Long, J. 
W. Bailey and J. F. Wersen. 

Committee on Publications — J. B. 
Baird, W. R. Burgess, W. A. Love, W. 
S, Armstrong and V. H. Taliaferro. 

Committee on NeeroWy — R. P. My- 
ers, H. V. Johnson, C. H. Hall, W. A. 
Love and A. S. Campbell. 

A committee consisting of Drs. Talia- 



ferro, Battey and Powell was appointed 
to take the communication of Judge 
Bigham under consideration in i*egard 
to lunatics. 

There was some discussion on the 
State Board of Health. The commit- 
tee appointed at last meeting to advo- 
cate ^nd bring the mttter before the 
State Legislature, was continued, though 
not without indications of opposition. 
Dr. Stout taking ground that t-^e people 
were not ready for the measure, in a 
speech of considerable force and energy, 
which was warmly applauded. 

A lengthy discussion on the subject 
of uterine tents was indulged in by Drs. 
Love, Taliaferro and Powell, after the 
reading of a paper.by Dr. Goldsmith. 

A number of admissions to member- 
ship were made, and many resignations. 
Among those were Drs. Geo. M." Mc- 
Dowell, H. Perdue, J. E. Cook, B. F. 
Chambliss, B.F.Rudisill, T.J. Collier, 
J. C. Blackburn, Fitzgerald, of Macon, 
and J. J. Knott, of Atlanta. 

The initiation fee was continued at 
$5. Regular dues, $2 per annum for 
members who attend. Those who do 
not attend to pay $1. 

During the session a banquet was 
given to the members by the Atlanta 
physicians, at which wine and fat things 
were abundant, and many toasts and 
happy responses were given. 

An invitation was extended by Dr. J. 
M. Johnson of the city to the members 
to visit his home, which was accepted, 
and a fine supper-and a good, jovial time 
enjoyed. "^ 

A special invitation was also extended 
to the society to visit the wholesale drug 
house of Messrs. Hunt, Rankin & La- 
mar, at which samples of champagne 
and other articles in the drug line were 
tested and examined. 

They, were also invited to a brilliant 
reception at the Governor's mansion, 
and to other places of attraction and in- 
terest. 

The next meeting of the association 
will take place in Rome, Georgia, 
on the third Wednesday in April, 1879» 
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Abstbacts anb Gleanings^ 



EXCESSIVE VENERY. 

Prof. Wood in a clinical lecture said : 
It is difficult to draw the line between 
proper and excessive sexual relations. 
What one man can with impunity stand, 
would entirely break down another's 
constitntion. Excessive yenery, though 
most common among unmarried, is fre- 
quently met with in married life. The 
question will be often put to you by hus- 
bands as to how often they should have 
connection with their wives. With or- 
dinary men, onoe a week is sufficient. 
Where, however; both hnsband and wife 
are robust, twice a week is not too often. 
The best rule to adopt ia this matter is 
that th^ act is performed in excess when 
its results, exhaustion, etc., make them- 
selves felt. The normal act should leave 
no trace behind. 

The symptoms of excessive venery 
are those of general debility. In some 
cases there may be slight spermatorrhoea. 
There is weakness about the loins, back 
and lower limbs. In severe cases there 
is loss of power in the lower limbs, al- 
most amounting to palsy. Excessive 
venery is probably always attended with 
some molecular change in the nerve cen*- 
tres. s After prolonged abuse, organic 
changes, such as myelitis, locomotor 
ataxia, and chronic sclerosis take place. 
The case which I have taken as a head- 
ing tor my lecture is a very good exam- 
ple of the more marked symptoms of 
excessive venery. Although, as I have 
said, excessive venery is occasionally the 
cause of organic changes in the cord, yet 
I am inclined to believe that not inm- 
quently tt is a result, rather than a cause, 
of commencing neural disease. Parap- 
legia following excessive venery is rare. 

In some rare instances the brain is 
affected, with cerebral softening or epi- 
lepsy as a result. In epilepsy from this 
cause the aura is more distinct and travels 

2 



more slowlv than in idiopathic epilepsy* 
So that if the aura begins in the fore- 
finger, for instance; there is time enough 
usually to grasp the wrist firmly and to 
prevent the seizure. 

TREATMENT OF EXCESSIVE VENERY. 

Of course the practice must be stopped. 
In some cases it becomes necessary to 
insist that husband and wife sleep in sepa- 
rate beds. All coition must be absolutely 
forbidden until perfect virility be regain- 
ed. As regards hygiene, nourishing food^ 
warm clothing and plenty of sunlight 
and exereise are indispensables. Where 
the emissions are numerous, the same 
hygienic measures as in cases of mastur- 
bation must be employed. Medicines 
may be given, first to cure the disease, 
and second to aid in the moral effi)rt at 
continency. For the first purpose iron 
and the bitter tonics are indicated, while 
to subdue all excitement and local irrita* 
bility the bromides may be given up to 
the point of producing bromism. A 
specific remedy is phosphorus. It may 
be administered alone or with ergot. 
The ^rgot is very plainly indicated where 
there is numbness or prickling of the 
limbs. The action of phosphorus in 
some cases is really wonderful. Do not^ 
however, give phosphoric acid and think 
that you are giving phosphorus. Where 
the disease has gone on to organic spinal 
disease you must treat the avmptoms on 
general principles. 

IMPOTENCE. 

I want, in conclusion, to say a word 
to you on this subject. There are two 
kinds of impotence: 1. That connected 
with excessive irritability of the organ^ 
and 2. where there is loss of power with- 
out irritability. We usually meet with 
the first form in young men who have 
been in the habit of masturbilting before 
they were married. In these instances 
emission occurs before, or just after. 
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intromission. The proper treatment in 
such cases is continued doses of the bro- 
mides. The patient must be also warned 
against marital excesses. In the treat- 
ment of the second form the following is 
a good remedy : 

£• — Tinct. canthar.y gtt.vj. 

Tiuct. ferri chloridi, gtt.xv«zx. 
M. Sig. — Tbrioe daily, in water. 

In impotence with spermatorrhoea the 
tincture cf cantharides acts like a specific. 
The cantharides should not be given 
where debility is absent. If further 
treatment be then required, eold bathing 
strychnia and electricity may be em- 
, ployed. 

REMARKS ON OBSTETRICAL OPERATIONS. 

Prof. Walker, in a paper read before 
the Medical Society at Evansville, says : 

Version has generally been resorted 
to in vertex cases, when the head was 
still above the brim and immediate de- 
liveiy became necessary, from the belief 
that it was safer for the woman than the 
forceps, that it could be practiced when 
an attempt'at forceps delivery might fail, 
and that eiven to the child the danger 
from delivery by turning would be no 
greater than by the forceps when applied 
above the strait; and finally, because 
the operation in many instances would 
be more expeditious. Even after the 
head has descended into the upper strait, 
and is still easily pushed up above the 
brim, turning has sometimes been pre- 
lerred, especially where the child was 
dead. Turning, as compared to cephal- 
otomy, has been regarded as safer for the 
xnother, the cephalotomy being a dernier 
resort, and to be used only when turn- 
ing is impracticable. In bringing down 
the feet, securing a single foot has been 
deemed sufficient, if for no other reason 
to save the valuable time necessarily con- 
sumed in searching for the second foot, 
and also from the belief that by leaving 
the second limb folded against the abdo- 
men, some protection is afforded the 
funis against undue pressure. Ample 
experience has convinced the writer that 



the delivery can be effected as well by 
securing one foot as two. 

In placenta prsevia cases, the indica- 
tion has been supposed to be two-fold : 1^ 
to arrest hemorrnage, that threatens the 
woman's life ; and 2, to save the child's 
life. To secure these advantages, deliv- 
ery by turning as soon as it can be done^ 
without using too much violence in the 
introduction of the hand, is the chief, if 
not the only resource. Therefore, at the 
earliest practicable moment, the hand is 
to be passed through the crevix into the 
cavity of the uterus, detaching the pla- 
centa from its connection as little as 
possible, and when the membranes are 
reached, the fingers are to be pushed 
through, search made forthechila'sfeet, 
or rather foot, which being brought into 
the vagina, the child is to be cautiously 
taken away. The operation need not be 
delayed on account of the absence of la- 
bor pains, nor of the immature state of 
the gestation. To wait in these cases for 
the natural process of labor, would result 
too frequently in the double loss of the 
mother and child. 

As before stated, the forceps have not 
often been appled above the brim, this 
mode of using them, indeed, appearing 
more intended to show what may be done 
than for any special advantage or indi- 
cation. After the head has piassed the 
superior strait, as a general rule, the for- 
ceps will be the best and safest remedy ; 
and, should the head have been pushed 
into the excavation by strong pains, and 
yet its expulsion not promised by the 
efforts of nature, the forceps would be 
indicated, and turning should not be 
thought of. The writer has never ap- 
plied the instrument to any other part 
of the child than the head ; the barbar- 
ous practice of applying them to the 
pelvis, should the child be delivered 
alive, might so crush the bones as to en- 
danger permanent danger to the pelvis. 
The forceps, then, being applied to the 
head only, should be as nearly as prac- 
ticable adjusted to its sides. The writer 
has never met with a case in which ap- 
plication over the fiice and occupit was 
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necessary ; when convenient, the blades 
have been adjusted to the sides of the 
woman's pelvis, but this has been deem- 
ed less important than to permit much 
obliquity m their application, as regards 
the child's head. Indeed, in oblique po- 
sitions of the head, which constitute more 
than ninety out of one hundred of the 
cases, it is impossible to apply the in- 
strument squarely to both pelvis and 
head. When practicable, tne forceps 
have been removed before the escape of 
the head from the vulva, to avoid lace- 
ratiod ; but this practice is more easily 
recommended than followed, inasmuch 
as the moment the head has engaged 
feirly in the outlet, it will frequently 
escape through the vulva, even before 
the operator finds himself able to remove 
the instrument. Doubtless lacerations 
are more frequent than they otherwise 
would be, in consequence of this &ilure, 
but in most cases requiring the use of 
the forceps lacerations would be liable to 
follow a natural delivery. 

Cephalotomy has been recommended 
by the writer, only in those cases in 
which neither turning nor forceps could 
be made available. It is not regarded 
as a safe operation for the woman, and 
when a fatal result is avoided she. is 
necessarily exposed to more or less dan- 
ger of laceration about the crevix and 
vagina, so that after the bulk of the 
child's head has been reduced by the 
evacuation of the brain, the delivery may 
be oompleted more safely and more ex- 
peditiously by podalic version than by 
tractions with sharp and powerful in- 
struments. In addition to this, we may 
urge the risk of bruising and tearing the 
soft parts by drawing away fragments of 
the fistal skull, that are almost certain to 
become loosened during the transit of 
the head. 

When the cephalotribe i§ required in 
extreme contraction of the straits, a re- 
sort to turning will generally be inad- 
missible, from the difficulty or impossi- 
bility of drawing a full-sized child 
through the pelvic canal. When, in- 
deed, it is found necessary to use this in- 



strument to crush the head, Its power 
will generally be required also to reduce 
the other bulky parts of the child. 

HTDROBROMtC ACID IN CEREBRO SPINAIr 

MENTNGITIS. 

The many excellent qualities of this 
acid which render it so useful a member 
of our therapeutical armametitarium, es- 
pecially in fevers accompanied with con- 
siderable disturbance, make it incum- 
bent upon us to refer to it briefly in this 
issue. There has been considerably 
desulotory writing in the journals con- 
cerning it during the past few months^ 
all pointing to its excellent qualities as a 
cerebral sedative, and tranquilizer of the 
nervous System. It possesses all the 
beneficial action of the bromide of po- 
tassium, without the relaxing effects of 
the potash, and does not superinduce 
boils. It does not stimulate as does 
bromide of ammonium, and may bar 
readily combined with quinine, to pro- 
duce the hydrobromate of quinine, a 
most valuable tonic to the nervous sys- 
tem in low forms of fever, etc. 

To Dr. Fothergill of London, Eng., 
belongs the credit of fiast having sepa- 
rated this acid for use, since which time 
it has excited considerable interest in 
medipal circles. He gives the following 
formula for its production in quantities 
of two quarts : dissolve oz.in of bromide 
potassium in four pints of water, then 
add oz.xiij of tartaric'acid. A precipitate 
of bitartrate of potash falls down as a 
sediment, and the hydrobromic acid re- 
mains in a clear, bright, almost colorless 
fluid, possessing an acid taste and the 
ordinary acid properties, and is possessed 
of the peculiar therapeutical properties 
of bromide of potassium, as distinguished 
from those of any other salt of potash. 
The dose of this acid, thus prepared, is 
from half a drachm to a drachm. The 
smaller dose is usually that employed, 
except in severe cases. It is the form of 
bromine best suited for use in medicine. 
It is commending itself in the South as 
a remedy in fever, combined with large 
anti-pyretic doses of quinine. In the 
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Penimular JomrruU of Medicmey Dr. 
Wade recommends its use in the treat- 
ment of fevers^ and says ''it would seem 
the acid par excellence when there is 
much cerebral excitement, in pyretic 
affections." 

In cerebro-spinal meninigitis, we have 
a specific contagious virus of a typhous 
nature attacking with especial virulence 
the great nerve centres. To treat this 
successfully requires the highest skill, 
and the greatest promptitude and apti- 
tude in the selection of remedies. Briefly, 
we may here summarize the most recent 
conclusions of the ablest men in the pro- 
fessions as to its treatment, as in this we 
may best shew the place and power of 
this acid, as an agent in the treatment of 
this formidable aifection. , 

First : the hypersemia of the brain 
and spinal cord should be relieved by 
the prompt and repeated application of 
leeches, until the pulse has lallen to be- 
low 100 or within a point at which it 
ceases to be alarming. Second ; hot ap- 
plications (not cold) are to be applied to 
the head and spine, with mustara pedi- 
luvia. Third; the bowells should be 
unloaded with an active cathartic. 
Fourth; tQ relieve the hyperpyrexia 
(the temperature being sometimes as 
high as 104° or even 106°) sedative 
doses of quinine (say 2 to 6 or even 10 
grs.) dr.j doses of the hydrobromic acid 
should be administered frequently, and 
continued until the petechial spots have 
disappeared from the skin, in doses of 
course, • commensurate only with the 
hyperpyrexia or excess ot heat. 

Some prefer a solution of quinine in 
hydrobromic acid which may be ad minis- 
tered in doses of from ^ to 1 drachm of 
the acid, and 1 to 2 grs. of quinine 
hourly. The surfiice of the body should 
be regularly sponged as in other fevers. 
It is claimed that this mode of treat- 
ment will save over 75 per cent, of such 
cases, and prevent the distressing se- 

3uel8e which sometimes follow, showing 
efective nerve power. The leeching is 
indispensable to relieve the violent head 
fiymptons at the outset, and the antipry- 1 



retic properties of the quinine are need- 
ful; but without the acid neither of 
these remedies would prove of more than 
temporary benefit. 

Tne use of calomel has been much 
lauded by some, but is rapidly falling in* 
to disuse as unnecessary. Opium in 
moderate doses is of great service in the 
later stages of the disease and assists ma- 
terially in promoting cohvalesence. — 
Oanada Lancet. 



CHLORIDE OF ZINC IN THE TREATMENT OP 
ULCERS OF THE LEG. 

The numerous methods' which have 
been tried for the treatment of ulcera 
cruris, show plainly how great is the 
number of those who suffer from this 
affection, and how these ulcers defy all 
remedies. 

Reverdin conceived the idea of trans- 
plantation of the skin, which, however^ 
has not proved valuable in these cases ;. 
Fidders would hasten the cure by sprink- 
ling pulverized skin on the granulations^ 
and Macleod obtained only negative re- 
sults by moistening the ulcers with the 
lylnph from a vesicle produced by vesi- 
cation. The repeated Incision of the ul» 
cer and the cutting out of its base, led 
likewise to success. 

Therefore Dr. Gur^ski in Plock has 
for the past three years applied a salve 
made with equal parts of chloride of 
zinc and meal, with the best results. 
From the list of caustics he has chosen 
the chloride of zinc, because its action 
is limited, and because a layer of paste 
can be applied Just as thick as the part 
which is to be destroyed. The ciatrices 
are soft, pliable, and not disposed to 
break down where there is dilatation of 
the veins, or to form new ulcers. — 
Gurbski gives only two cases, since all 
had a similiar course. 

(1) A maiden 23 years old showed at 
the time of her arrival, April 27th, an 
ulcer of five years standing, on the un- 
der and inner side of the right leg, ellip- 
tical in shape, 8 cm, long, and 6 cm., 
broad. The surface of the sore is 
smooth, grayish red, surrounded by 
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thick bard borders. Besides tbis^ there 
were upon tbe outer side thirteen ulcers, 
varying in size from a lentil to a half 
dollar. A paste 5 mm« tbick was placed 
upon one half of the larger sore^ and 
two grammes of chloral given internally. 
In order to hasten tbe removal of the 
«cab^ a cataplasm was applied. On tbe 
30th of April, it fell off, and then the 
olher half was covered with zioc paste. 
On the 7th of May/ this scab also fell 
off. 

XDn the 11th ofMay, the first half, and 
on the 21st, tbe entire ulcer had cica- 
trized. On the 14th of May tbe paste 
was applied to the thirteen smalleS* sores, 
so that on June 14th, the patient was 
discharged, entirely cured. (2) A maiden 
20 years old, had on the 15th of April, 
six ulcers, of two years standing ; five 
were the size of a dollar, and one, of a 
quarter. Four of them were immedi- 
ately covered with paste; after five days 
the scabs fell off, whereupon the two re- 
maining ulcers were put under treat- 
ment. On May 28th, all the ulcers were 
cicatrized . — Clinic. 



KETATNED PLACENTA IN ABORTION. 

Dr. May (in N. Y. Med. Bee.), re- 
marks : 

Taking for granted that tbe foetus has 
been expelled, and we have to deal with 
a retained placenta attended with hem- 
orrhage more or less severe, tbe tampon 
— made of strips of "old muslin," eight 
or ten inches square — is resorted to, tbe 
vagina being packed from its vault to 
the vulvfle, and secured by a T-bandage. 
This soon absorbs tbe blood in the vagina, 
and, if well applied, is an absolute pro- 
tection against further dangerous bleed- 
ing. Tbe further loss of a few ounces 
of blood in many of these cases might 
prove dangerous, if not fatal. 

In about twelve hours tbe tampon is 
removed, and usually the placenta will 
be found attached to tbe first cloths in- 
serted. If not, tbe vagina is syringed 
with carbolized warm water and the 
tampon is removed, ii^ingy of course, 
fresh cloths lubricated with olive oil or 



casfile soap and warm water. After 
maining twelve hours longer the cloths 
are removed, and I have always found 
the placenta in the upper vagina ready 
to be brought away with tbe tampon. I 
never have found it necessary to repeat 
the tampon the third time. Its presence 
softens the os, excites moderate, almost 
unconscious, uterine contraction, and en* 
ables the physician to leave bis patient 
for other duties, confident in the perfect 
immunity from danger in which be leaves 
the valuable life entrusted to him. 

I may be better understood by report- 
ing in this connection the following typ* 
ical case which has just occurred in my 
practice. I treat a goodly number in 
tbe same way every year and with equal 
success. 

Mrs. A. B., aged thirty-two, Ameri- 
can, in good circumstances, married eight 
years, luis borne fonr children at mil 
term, and, with this, has sufiered four 
miscarriages. Was called to this lady 
at 10 A.M., March 24th, ultimo. She 
informed me that she thought she was 
nearly four months on in pregnancy. 
For a week she bad daily noticed a slight 
vaginal discharge of blood. Her chil- 
dren had the whooping-cough, and she 
had been broken of her rest a great deal 
in caring for them. She had that morn- 
ing been about as well as usual attending 
to household cares, and while standing 
at a table she felt a sudden escape of 
blood from the vagina, and went imme- 
diately to bed. She fainted quite away 
before my arrival. I found her pale » 
and prostrate, with feeble, rapid pulse. 
A large amount of blood saturated the 
bed. Included in these clots was a small 
foetus about three inches in length. The 
vagina was filled with clots, and blood 
escaped freely from the uterus. This 
slight examination induced extreme syn- 
cope. I at once '^plugged" the vagina, 
as above detailed. Squibb's f. ext. of 
ergot was given, which excited vomiting; 
but this effort acted favorably by forcing 
blood to tbe brain. I remained with my 
patient three hoars, using restoratives 
vigorouslyi and striving to relieve tbe 
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deadly nausea and depression. Our efforts 
were sucoessfuli and a good degree of re- 
action secured. At my evening visit I 
fbun4 no hemorrhage had occurred, and 
the patient so comfortable that it wai 
decided to leave the tampon m aiiu until 
morning. 

At 6:30 A.^.y on the 25th, the cloths 
were, one after another, removed, satur- 
ated with dark blood, and the entire pla- 
centa was found in the vagina attached to 
the upper cloths. The uterus was found 
well contracti^ and closed. My patient 
18 making a rapid recovery. 

Had f at my first visit persisted in 
getting away the placenta ^'at all haz- 
ards," by the method suggested by Prof. 
Penrose, I ieel almost sure that a valua- 
ble mother and lovely woman would 
have been loet to her young children and 
Bumerous friends. 



TREPHINING FOR COMPRESSION. 

Dr. Rodman (in Med. Becord), reports 
the following case : 

Berry Henderson, colored, age seven- 
teen, received at 11 p.m., Sept. 24, 1877, 
a blow on the left side of the head two 
inches above and slightly in front of the 
ear, i&om a comparatively flat smooth 
stone. He was knocked down, but was 
able, with assistance, to walk home, a 
distance of ^veral hundred yards. At 
12 midnight Dr. Phythian saw him. He 
was then oerinning to recover from con- 
cussion of the brain. There was neither 
scalp wound nor fracture of the skull; 
* a slight contusion alone indicated the 
seat of injury. As there were no symp- 
toms of compression, and those of con- 
cossion improving, the doctor left with- 
out doing anything for him. The next 
morning, at 9 o'clock, he was found by 
Dr. P. to have decided convulsive move- 
ments of the right side and serious 
symptoms of compression. These had 
commenced about 1 o'clock the night 
before, only a few minutes after the doc- 
tor ha^ left;. Purgatives, cold to the 
head, and large doses of the bromide of 
potassium were ordered. The two latter 



were kept up until late in the aft;ernoon» 
The symptoms continuing to grow worse 
it was determined to cut down upon the 
skull and search for a fracture. The 
scalp being incited and reflected, no frac* 
ture could be found. In this dilemma 
the bromide and cold water were contin- 
ued with the understanding that if the 
smptoms were not materially relieved by 
morning trephining should be resorted 
to. Morning camQ and with it an in- 
crease in the severity of symptoms.. 
Upon consultation trepining was unani- 
mously advised. The instrument wa& 
applied to the skull immediately under 
the contused scalp, the necessary incision 
having been made the day before. Upon 
lifting out the disc of bone, the clot waa 
plainly to be seen between the dura 
mater (which was uninjured), and the 
skull. There being some difficulty in 
removing the clot through the opening; 
already made, another disc was taken 
out. The clot extended in every direc- 
tion beyond the edges of tne opening.. 
Only about an ounce of it could be re- 
moved, but we hoped that this, together 
with the relief of pressure from the ab- 
sence of bone, would be sufficient. While 
the boy's condition was not improved as* 
much as we desired, still there was suffi- 
cient abatement of the symptoms to jus- 
tify the opera^on and lead us to expect 
recovery. In a few days he was out of 
all danger, and in due time fully recov* 
ered. He is now engaged infitrm work 
near Frankfort. He suffers no incon- 
venience from any cause. That he would 
have died without operative interference 
is almost as certain as that he recovered 
with it. 

I conclude that a surgeon is perfectly 
justified in trephining for the relief of 
compression of the brain from extrava- 
sation of blood (with or without accom- 
panying fracture of the skull), provided^ 
1. That the clot is meningeal; for the 
necessary diagnostic differences refer ta 
Erichsen, loc. cit. 2. That the clot can^ 
with «om« degree of certainty,, be local- 
ized. For instance, if a man is struck 
with a missile^ injuring mioire from its 
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vdooiJby than weighty and extravasation is 
the result, I think it would be safe to 
trephine over the injured spot. If a nan 
were to fitU fron^ cars in motion, from a 
horse^ out of a window, or over a stairs^ 
where the weieht of his body produces 
the injury to the head — in other words, if 
the extravasation is possibly the result 
of counter stroke, and upon examination 
no decidedly localized point of contact 
can be founds the propriety of trephining 
becomes very doubtful. That eases of 
extravasation uncomplicated by fraotuve 
in which an operation is admissible are 
very rare cannot be denied. But that all 
such cases should be treated on the med- 
icinal or expectant plan I cannot be- 
lieve. 



ABSENIC IN THE TREATMENT OF MAUQ- 

NANT TUMORS. 

Of all agents recommended in the 
treatment of cancer, I still believe arse- 
nic to be the most efficient, having ad- 
ministered it internally and applied it 
locally in desperate cases, and sometimes 
not without good results. Prof. C. M. 
Langenbeck related tbe case of a patient 
afflicted with a cancer of the uterus of 
such dimensions as to preclude the pos- 
sibility of an operation. Arsenie had 
been recommended the patient who^ in 
the hopes of terminating her existence, 
took it in rapidly increasing doses ; in 
this she failed, and after a few months 
li. was enabled to confirm a perfect cure 
of tbe disease. I frequently adminis* 
tered the remedy, at first in eases where 
operations were not practicable, and later 
after successful operation to prevent re- 
lapse, and I believe that occasionally 
these did not appear in cases where I 
dreaded their early return. The views 
entertained to-day concerning the nature 
of cancer indorse the administration of 
arsenic in a certain measure on a ration- 
al theory. That arsenic taken inter- 
nally has a certain curative influence on 
various diseases of the epidermis no one 
can deny. If we consider cancer as an 
abnormal proliferation of epithelium 
principally it is very natural to resort to 



arsenic for its cure. The researches of* 
Graethjens who, after liberal administra- 
tion of arsenic, noticed an increase in 
the ex<^retion of nitrogenous substances , 
consequent on disintegration of albu* 
menoids, speak for its use against malig- 
nant tumors. We must not expect, how* 
ever, to accomplish much with the mi- 
nute doses recommended in the text- 
books. If in hopeless cases visible re- 
sults are to be obtained we must allow 
the arsenic to combat the disease for life 
and death. In this way administered I 
have repeatedly witnessed remarkable 
effects. A patient presented herself at 
my clinic with a cancer of the upper 
jaw with such dimensions that I dared 
not operate. I ordered arsenic in rap* 
idly increasing doses. A few months 
later she presented hersdif again with 
large cicatrices in the face reporting that 
a few weeks previous a large pdrtion of 
the tumor had sloughed away, a rapid 
closure of the wouml following, lliat 
the diagnosis was correct was confirmed 
by the fact that a year later a recurrent 
cancer supervened in the cicatrix, and 
extending rapidly soon caused the death 
of the patient. The results whicl)^ Bill- 
roth and others have obtained from tbe 
internal administration and external ap* 
plication of arsenic in mah'gnant mul- 
tiple lymphoma prove that arsenic is 
beneficial not only in tumors of epithe- 
lial origin; in a number of cases of 
lympho-sarcoma I have been enabled to 
establish its efficiency. — ^Esmarch — Lomf* 
genbeck^B Archiv. 

Chloral by Eneka. — Certain ex- 
periments with chloral go to show it 
can be taken up by the aheorbeots of 
the lower bowel with nearly the same 
energy as by the stomach. In a case of 
pueperal convulsions, a solution 6f chlo- 
ral and brom. potas. was injected per 
rectum, with the result of allaying spasm 
promptly and decidedly. Thirty grains 
in two or three ounces of water will 
commonly suffice for a first injectioo. — 
Proceed. Couiniy Kinge^ 
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KOUMISS, aLTGERINE AND CRS030TB IN 

CONSUMPTION. 

The three agents above named have 
attracted recent attention in the treat- 
ment of consumption. Koumiss is said 
to difier from milk only by the addition 
of the three products developed by fer- 
mentation^ to-wit : alcohol, carbonic acid 
and. lactic acid. It is claimed that it 
improves the appetite, relieves nausea, 
oough^ and night sweats, and increases 
the weight of the body. 

Glycerine has been recommended in 
doses of 1 5 to 30 grammas per day as a 
substitute for cod liver oil, and has been 
found to build up the system and dimin- 
ish the excessive sweats and waste of the 
organism. 

Creosote, In a paper translated from 
the French by R. JB. Davy, it is stated 
that ^^Creosote differs from koumiss and 
glycerine in not appearing to sSect the 
healthy organism very perceptibly, while 
the two others are characterized by the 
difference in the amount of urea and in- 
crease in the weight of the body. Bouch- 
ard satisfied himself of this in a healthy 
adult weighing 65 kiilogrammes. Ihe 
condition of the principal functions and 
amount of urine were noted for 34 con- 
secutive days. During the first 27 days 
the average amount of products elmina- 
ted was determined and during the lai^t 
7 was administered morning and even- 
ing, creosote 20 centigrammes, (3 grs.) in 
an alcoholic solution, one part to the 
thousand. Thus Bouchard saw that the 
subject had not changed in weight, but 
he respired a little more slowly and the 
quantity of uric acid was diminished to 
about one-third. 

''The essential condition to the good 
administration of creosote is to give it 
well diluted and perfectly dissolved ; for 
it must not be forgotten that it is an en- 
ergetic caustic," W. 



POLYURIA SUCCESSFULLT TREATED BY 

ERQOT OF RYE. 

The polyuria in a case reported by 
Dr. Rendy l{France MediocUe Feb. 27, 
1878) was accompanied by supraorbital 



neuralgia, vertigo with the loss of con- 
sciousness, excessive thirst and hunger, 
with emaciation and loss of strength, 
although the patient consumed a con- 
siderable quantity of food. The urine 
contained no trace of sugar; the quantity 
was about ten quarts a day. The urea 
eliminated by this means in the twenty- 
four hours amounted to from about 
1,260 to 1,400 grains. Before having 
recourse to ergot of rye, tincture of va- 
lerian was first tried for this patient, in 
the dose first of fifteen minims, and 6oon 
afterwards of half a drachm. Under the 
influence of this treatment, the urine 
diminished by nearly a quart. Sulphate 
of atropine, in the dose of one milligramme 
(0.15 grains) at first, then two, daily, 
produced a similiar improvement; but 
no advantage was found in persevering 
in this course, since the appetite dimin- 
ished with the valerian, and the thirst 
increased with atropine. Ergot of rye 
was then tried. The success with this 
agent was remarkable. In eight days, 
the urine fell to 1,600« grammes and the 
urea to 16 grammes in the twenty-four 
hours ; the emaciation was stopped ; the 
strength returned ; whilst the thirst and 
the excessive desire of food also disap- 
peared. Dr. A. Costa (N, iT, Hospital 
Gazette, Feb. 16) reports also a case of 
diabetes with the excretion of ten pints 
of urine daily, with sugar or albumen, 
marked by great emaciation; and states 
that he treated the patient with fluid ex- 
tract of ergot, which treatment had been 
followed by striking success ; i. c, com- ^ 
plete cure in two cases in private practice. 
Dr. A. Costa put the patient upon an in- 
itial dose of half a drachm of the fluid 
extract daily, the dose to be increased 
gradually, first to one drachm, and then 
to two drachms. There was at once ap- 
parent a great reduction in the quantity 
of urine passed dailv. From ten pints, 
it fell to six pints daily ; then to three, 
where it remained. Even before reach- 
ing the present limit, he ordered the dose 
to be gradually reduced, first to one 
drachm, and then to half a drachm. 
Then it was stopped altogether, and 
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mint-water substituted in its place. For 
the past two weeks, he had had no ergot, 
and might be considered permanently 
cured. The amount of urine daily passed 
varied between two and three pints. — 
BriL Med. Jmm., April iS, 1878. 

ABSORPTION OF TlNCTURfl OF IODINE BT 

THE SKIN. 

Dr. L. Menager has experimented 
upon children with a solution of equal 
parts of tincture of iodine and glycerin, 
rubbed into the skin, and has arrived at 
the following conclusions : 

1. Iodine in tincture mixed with 
glycerin and applied to the external in- 
tegument is absorbed. 

2. This absorbed iodine is invariably 
found in the secretions and in the i^rine. 
(Dr. M. tests for iodine by adding a little 
stareh to the urine in a test-tube and 
then dropping a few drops of nitroso- 
nitric acid into it. This give a blue or 
violet color according to the quantity of 
starch preseht.) 

8. This application may give rise to 
certain symptoms, usually a variety of 
mild temporary albuminuria. 

4. Dressings containing tincture of 
iodine may be employed as a means of 
introducing this medicine into the sys- 
tem when it cannot be taken by the 
siomach. 

5. It must not be forgotten that when 
this absortion takes place in patients 
subject to uervoso-vascular erethism, as 
in certain cases of phthisis, where these 
dressings are oflen practised, they may 
do more harm than good. — Med. limea. 

VIBURNUM PBUNIFOLIUM. 

The fluid extract of Viburnum pruni- 
folium is mostly employed as a prophy- 
latic in threatening abortion, and in 
cases of habitual abortion, in doses of 
1-1 teaspoonful four times daily. In 
oysmenorrhcea, accompanied with pain 
and great loss of blood, it greatly alle- 
viates the symptoms if administered from 
a few days before, until a few days after 
menstruation. In cases of spasmodic or 
neuralgic dysmenorrhcea it should be 



combined with sedatives. The fluid ex* 
tract should be prepared from the bark 
of the root and the young branches. 
The ordinary dose is 1 -8 to 3-75 gr.imme8 
(J to 1 drachm) every 2 to 6 hours. — 
OynoBOol. Trans, in Ph. Zeitf. Rused. 

THE LATEST CONCERNING GERMS. 

In the Academy of Medicine of Paris 
they have recently been having a very 
animated discussion on disarticulation at 
the hip joint, and on the treatment of 
wounds in general. Of course fermen- 
tation, putridity ^nd germs could not 
lon^ be the subjects under discussion 
without eliciting some remarks from M. 
Pasteur. He arises and astonishes the 
medical world with the declaration that 
air kills the germs of septicaemia. For 
the poisonous principle of pysemia we 
must analyze water, and a communica- 
tion which is forthcoming from him will 
establish the fact that it is necersary to 
proscribe it as the most dangerous of 
poisons for wounds. — Clinie. 

BORACIC ACID IN SKIN DISEASES. 

Having had his attention drawn to 
this remedy by a recent publication of 
Nystroin, Dr. Neumann (Centralblattf. 
Chirurgie) instituted a series of experi- 
ments with it. He sometimes employed 
it alone, at others in conjunction with 
cloves, in the form of fluids and of oint- 
ments. In pityriasis versicolor, and 
herpes tonsurans he used a spirituous 
solution of one part to thirty with the 
addition of a small quantity of oil of 
cloves; in all varieties of eczema in the 
form of salve. He considers this agent 
a valuable addition to our resources and 
indicates his intention of further inves- 
tigating its virtues. — Clinie. 

The sense op smell may, accord- 
ing to Dr. Dupy, of New Zork, aid in 
the diagnosis of tubercular meningitis ; 
patients having that disease emit an odor 
closely resembling wet linen. The odor 
in tetanus, on the other hand, is that of 
a wet cloth. — Letter of Dr. P. B. Por- 
ter to the Med. limes, Nov. 10th. 
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A KBBiEDT FOR THE ERUPTION OF POISON 
OAK, IVY, AND SUMACH. 

Dr/S. A. Brown, U. S. N., More Island, 
California, believes that he has found a 
specific for the eruption caused by con- 
tact with poison oak, sumach, ivy, hua- 
hoo, cashew nut, etc. He writes: — 
^'This specific is bromine, I have used 
it with the same unvarying success in at 
least forty cases. The eruption never 
extends after the first thorough applica- 
tion, aud it promptly begins to dimin- 
ish. Within twenty-four hours, if the 
application be persisted in, the patient is 
entirely cured. There is no pain attend- 
ing its use, as firom that of astringents. 
Of course, the epidermis peels off as after 
other treatment. 

^^I use the bromine dissolved in olive 
oil, in cosmoline, or in glycerine. The 
application' with glycerine is painful, and, 
I think, possesses no advantage to com- 
pensate tor the irritation. The strength 
of the bolution is from ten to twenty 
drops of bromin^ to the ounce of oil, 
nsea by rubbing gently on the aSected 
part three or four times day, and espe- 
cially on goii^ to bed at night. You 
wash off uie oil twice a day with castile 
soap. 

^'The bromine is so volatile that the 
solution should be renewed within 
twenty-four hours of its preparation^ as 
it will get oijt of a bottle, however well 
eorked. It is best to stand the bottle on 
its corked end, in the intervals of appli- 
cation. 

^'I have seen no publication of this 
treatment, and I, therefore, send you my 
experience with it, hoping to attract to 
it some little attention, and do the good 
which must result from its adoption.'^ — 
Med. Record. 



ordered the following : R Flor. Kousso 
dr.vj, Kameela dr.iv. Half of this powder 
was taken immediately in water; this was- 
at eight o^clock in the morning. At 
nine o'clock he took a dose of Carlsban 
salts, and one hour later, the remaining^ 
half of the powder. 'No nausea or vom- 
iting was produced. About half after 
eleven o'clock, free evacuation took 
place and in the stool was found a coil 
of several tape-worms. Four heads of 
the taenia solium were delivered in addi"^ 
tion to a large number of lengthy s^« 
ments. — Clianio. 



RAPID EXPULSION OF TAPE WORM. 

Dr. Pauline in a communication to 
the^A^. Med. Ckntral-ZOung. No 21, 
1878, narrates a case in which the ac- 
tion of the anthelmintic was remarkably 
prompt. One of his convict patients 
naving informed him that he was suffer- 
ing from tape-worm, he immediately 



HCEIIOPTVSIS. 

A writer in the Boston Medioal Jaur^ 
nal says : The sovereign remedy against 
hssmoptysis is ergotin, which, as is well 
known, excites the vaso-constrictors. A 
solution in glycerin (1:10) is better than 
a solution in water, as after long stand- 
ing it shows but little sediment and no 
fungi. After the injection the spot in- 
jected becomes very sensitive, with some 
'heat> followed by redness, which disap- 
pears in eight or ten hours. If the pa- 
tient is much excited, or has much cough, 
the author is aoeustomed to precede the 
ergotin injection with one of morphia, 
or to give them both at once, but in dif- 
ferent places. In this way, the patient 
becoming quiet in mind and body, the 
ergotin hns a better chance to act. 

INSTANTANEOUS CURE OF HYDROCELE. 

Dr. Macario, of Nice, contributes some 
interesting cases treated by electro puiM>* 
ture. In the first case, two needles were 
plunged into the tumor, one at the base 
and the other at the apex. On connect* 
ing tlie needles the pain was such that 
the patient refused to continue treat- 
ment. Nevertheless, the next day the 
liquid had disappeared and had not re- 
turned at the end of nine years. In the 
next case absorption was even more 
rapid, a tumor the size of two fists, 
dating from fifteen months, having^ van^ 
ished in the evening afiier a single sitting 
of one minute. Dr. M. has also report- 
ed to the institute several other casi^ 
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treated^ some by electro-panctore, others 
hj simple induced currentSi and it is 
more than fifteen years since he first 
recommended this method^ which has 
been followed by several others with 
considerable success. — Fhymcian and 
PharmaoiaL 



BIAREHCEA IK INFAKT& 

Dr. Rene Blanche JBWA Oen.de Therap.y 
1878, p. 89 ; ' from /oar. de Therap.) 
urges that whenever diarrhcea occurs in 
young in&nfB it should be checked im« 
mediately and not allowed to make head- 
way. The medicine he employs is the 
same in every case, thougn modified 
somewhat according to circumstances. 
In order to prepare Tor this, diminution 
of the ordinary diet is directed, and ap- 
propriate enemata after each passage, 
with cataplasms to the abdomen. Then 
every morning a small teaspoonful of an 
emulsion made of equal parts ol. ricini 
and tyr. acaci» is given, and repeated 
every day for three, four or five days. 
For infants 'under six months, scm. j. ol. 
ricini' is enough; from six months to 
two years, oz. as. to oz, j. If after a day 
or two the stools improve, the dose is 
maintained, but if they are still fetid 
and glairy, an equal dose may be given 
in the evening as well as in the morning. 
When the passages are very frequent, 
•ne to three drops of laudanum may be 
added in the course of twenty-four hours. 
M. Blanc|ie thinks enemata very impor- 
tant. A large enema of infiision of 
chamomile may be given at the outset, 
followed by a smaller one of starch, 
twenty minutes later. — Philadelphia Medr 
ioal Times. 



ABfiENIC AND ITS PBEPABATIONS IN THE 
TREATMENT OF ^KIN DISEASES. 

Molinari, in an article on this subject, 
{Oaz. Med. Ital.-Lmb., March, 1877; 
J(mr. des Set. Jied., 1878, p. 100), con- 
cludes as fi)llows : 1. Arsenical prepara- 
mtions should be administered at first in 
small doses, which are to be increased 
gradually, their e^t being carefully 
watched. At the first sign of diaiurl>- 



ance, as loss of appetite, pain in stom- 
ach, dryness of the mouth, swelling of 
the eyes or nose, or difficulty in Urina- 
tion, the medicine should be suspended, 
but renewed again when these disappear. 

2. A saline purgative, as sulphate of 
sodium, should be taken before the be» 
ginning of the treatment and at its close. 

3. Arsenic should not be given after, but 
before, meals ; it is better tolerated un* 
der these circumstances, and is more 
quickly absorbed. Acids should not be 
taken by the patient, and alcoholic drinks 
only rarely. The treatment should last 
firom one month to six weeks, 4. Ex* 
ternal means, as ointments, etc., should 
be added to the arsenical treatment. 5.. 
In eczematous affections, where the kid- 
neys are involved, some diuretic, as the 
acetate of potassium, may be added to 
the arsenic, but not substituted for it» — 
X, til Phikuktphia Meduxd Times. 

BI8MVTH IN THE TBEATMENTOF PROLAPSE 
OF THE RECTUM AND HEMORRHOIDS, 

A case is reported in La Franoe Medr^ 
ibafe. No. 86, p. 682, where a considera- 
ble protrusion of the rectum was perfectly 
cured by means of bismuth powder used 
locally. The physician intrcnluced every 
day into the oowel, after replacing it, a 
small spoonful of bismuth (subnitrate ?) 
in a small amount of starch- water. Cure 
followed in a week. Good results fol- 
lowed similar treatment in cases of pro- 
lapse in children^ and in hemorrhoicb. 

■ 

FIBROID POLYPUS OF THE VAGINA. 

E. Cross, M.D., (St. Louis CKntcof 
Seeord)f reports a ease of this rare a£^* 
tion that has been mistaken for inverted 
uterus. The growth was nearly as lai^ 
as a child's head, and protruded beyond 
the valva, the pedicle was small, and 
attached one and a half inches from the 
ostrical to the vaginal wall. Removed 
by double ligature and ecrasure with 
perfect success. Dr. C. shows how bar- 
ren our literature is on buch growths. 
Dr. J. Marion Sims having only seen 
one ease. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FOBMULM. 



DIARRHCEA.. 

Dr. W. Mc Williams, of Steam Cor- 
ners, Ohio, says, in the Ohio Medical 
Eeoord, August, 1877: 

In the hot season, the common autum- 
nal or summer diarrhoea is one of the 
most common complaints for which the 
physician has to prescribe. As most 
physicians are aware that a vast amount 
of it is caused and kept in action by an 
acid slate of the stomach and indigestion, 
and that laxatives and antacids will gen- 
erally control it, I present the simple 
and inexpensive form which I have em- 
ployed for the last five years with entire 
success. It will sometimes, though rarely, 
be necessary to employ a little hydrargy- 
rum cum creta or quinine in connection 
with it : 
B.— PuIt. rhel. 

Magnesiae, 

8odii bioarb aa gn. xl. 

Saoohari alb oi. y . 

01. anisl git. xl. 

Aquae f. dr. TiiJ. 

Tinot. opii camph f. oz. as. 

Drop the oil of anise on the sugar in a 
mortar, add the powders, and mix gradu- 
ally ; add the water, pour all into a bot- 
tle, and add the paregoric. Shake well 
^before using. 

Dose for infant, one-half a teaspoon- 
ftil ; one to two years old, one teaspoon- 
ful ; two to ten years old, two teaspoon- 
fuls ; adults, one to two tablespoon- 
fuls, from three to six hours apart. If 
it should be necessary to use an astrin- 
gent, as dry chalk, 

B.— Oet8d prep oi. j. 

PuW. kino dr.j. 

M. May be prescribed in doses suflS- 
cient to produce the desired effect. 

HTPOSULPHITE OF SODA. 

A. B. Loving, M. D., writes : I see 
from a number of your joornal that some 



M. D. says that the hyposulphite of soda 
is almost gone out of use bv the profes- 
sion. " Be it far from me.' I know of 
nothing that willrelieye what is com- 
monly known as chicken pox as quickly 
as the following prescription : 

R.— HyposalpbiU soda 4r. U 

Glyoerlae, or simple syrop, aqua, aa. . .oi«.iflB, 

M. Teaspoonful every 2 or 3 hours. 

I have given the above prescription 
with advantage where one crop of DOils 
would come out after another. 

QUARTAN INTBRMITTENTS. 

Dr. BaskersviUe (Horn Lake, Miss.), 
writes to Med. & Surg. Bep. that he has 
found the following prescription very 
efficient in all miasmatic disorders : 

R. — StryohniaB sulpli. . • gn. jiS. 

Qttintt Bulph «.... dr. Jm. 

Ferri sulph. exoici^ dr. j. 

Aoid sulph. aromat dr. j. 

M. And add — 

Actdi arseniosi g^* U* 

Podoph jlUn grs. z. 

Gelsmin gn. xx. 

M. Make pills No. zc. Take one 
pill three times a day after meals. 

These he omits on the chill day, and 
gives six grains of quinine every two 
hours until three or four doses are ta- 
ken. 



NIOHT SWEATS. 

Prof. BartholoWy in Good Samarataa 
Hospital (reported in ^The Clinic), re- 
commends for night sweats the follow- 
ing : 

R. — Strjcbnin salph sr. J. 

AtropieD sulph gn. 1-6 

Morph. snlpb grs. ij. 

Add salpburio dil dr.j. 

AqasB dUtll dr. ▼(]. 

M. Ten drops night and morning ia 
water. 
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SALINE APERIENT. 

B.— Sodii BQlplifttis oi. J. 

PotMdi snlphatis dr. j. 

PotMtii biosrbonftt dr. J. 

Lithii oarbonat gn. xt. 

M. Teaspooniul in a glass of water be- 
fore breakfast. Used by Prof. Duhring 
as a cooling aperieot in eczema^ and es 
pecially useful as a laxative in constipa- 
ted habits attended with acid dyspepsia. 

APPROXIMATE MEASUREMENTS. 

The following table gives an approxi- 
nate estimate of the measurements in 
ordinary use ; yet it should be remem- 
bered that they are not safe when applied 
to the more active or potent drugs : 

TeaspoonAil 1 fluid draohm. 

TablespoonAil 4 do 

WineglasBftil . . : 2 f os. 

Tnmblerftil 8 do. 

ThimbUftil } drachm. 

Handfti] 10 do. 



WHOOPING COUGH. 

The following^ improvised in the pres- 
ence of patient, lecently relieved a very 
obstinate case^of whooping cough in a 
teething child. The case yielding all of 
its violence in three or four days : 

Wator. . . V aa OS. y. 

Brom . potaas grs. ztJ . 

TIbo. aMaftttlda dr. j. 

Tine, belladqnna. • . . . ; gU. t. 

M. Dose, one teaspoonful to a child 8 
months old, every 2 to 4 hours. W. 



WEATHERLI'S FAMOUS CATARRH CURE. 

The above may be prepared as fol- 
lows: 

R. — Loaf sngar 2 partf . 

Borax 

Common 8slt each 1 part. 

Oil of peppermint a few drops.^ 
Triturate.— iVw Bern, 



ERGOTIN HYPODERMICALLY. 

R..Ergotin gr. ij. 

Spiritns Tini reotifioati 

GiToerine pur^ aa dr. ea. 

M. Dose V. minims, equal to gr. 1-6. 

CORROSIVE SUBLIMATE HYPODERMICALLY. 
R. — CorroslTO Bublimate gr. ill. 

MorphsB Bulphatia gr. iss. 

Aqua distillatee ox. ly. 

M. Fifteen minims — 1-32 of a grain^ 
will sui&ce for a single injection. 



PENTHORUM SEDOIDES 

Is a California plant used in diseases 
of the mucous membranes* In nasal ca^ 
tarrh, in lucorrhea, gleet, etc. Dose, 15 
drops tliree times per day. 



ATROPIA HYPODERMICALLY. 

The dose of the sulphate of atropia^ 
hypodermically^ is suggested in the fol- 
lowing methods: gr. J to f. dr. i., of 
which 6 minims^ equivalent to 1-48 of a 

ff^'} P' i ^^ ^* 02« '^'7 of which 2^ minims^ 
or 1-48 oi' ? i;r., gr. 1 to f. dr. i., of which 
1 minim, fc^].:al to 1-60 of a gr. This 
preparation Jis u?rely used, except, in 
opium poisoning. 

NOCTURNAL PAINS. 

The nocturnal pains of tertiary syphilis 
may be relieved by the following : 

R. — Sulph. morpkk 

Salph Btrjehnia aa gr. M. 

Bromide of ealciam dr. j* 

Syrap. 

Peppermint water aa oz. iij. 

M. One tablespoonful at bedtime, re- 
peated if necessary.— (Dr. Maury, in 
Med. and Surg. Rep. 

PURGATIVE POWDER. 

R.7->Podoph7lin grs. ¥• 

Leptandrin gra. tj. 

Hjrdrarg. cam creta grs. zl. 

M. Triturate thoroughly and give two 
to three grains at a dose. An efficient 
laxative or purgative, according to the 
close used, well suited to hepatic disor- 
ders, and admirally adapted to the initia 
stages of bilious fever, dysentery, etc. 

SUBCUTANEOUS MEDICATION. 

According to Dunglison, the best men- 
strum, as a general rule, is distilled water^ 
and great care should be taken that the 
solution is perfect and free from foreign 
substances either acid or alkaline; should 
be fresh when used and filtered. 
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NEURALQIO REMEDY. 

Surgeon General Frances, of the Brit- 
ish army, states thi^t many cases of neu- 
ralgia which resist quinine and arsenic 
and seem incurable, only reauire large 
doses to effect a cure. Jn Inoia he has 
been in the habit of prescribing, with 
almost unfailing success, ten, twenty and 
thirty grains of quinine, and when this 
has failed he has given as much as twen-> 
ty to thirty minims of Fowler's solution 
c£ arsenic successfully. Sometimes the 
two remedies were combined as follows : 

B. — Salph. quin 10 grains. 

. Fowler*8 solation , 15 dropa. 

Three times per day until the habit is 
broke, and then continued a few days in/ 
reduced doses. 



driven out by salt sowed broadcast. You 
can do no harm with ten bushels to the 
acre, but a half bushel is ample. Dry 
slaked lime is also effectual. 



SCALP WOUNDS. 

Tn two cases recently, we tried, in liea 
of sutures, tying strans of the hair so as 
to bring the lips of the wound on the 
scalp in opposition^ The method was 
satisfactory. To prevent slipping it may 
be necessary to tie a series of knots, or 
to bind the knot with at bread. G, 



ARSENIC IN MANIA. 

An old and somewhat obscure pbysi- 
<nan of our acquaintance, has acquired 
some celebrity for curing crazy people, 
many of whom have been sent to him 
from a distance. Upon inquiry he in- 
formed us that his remedy*was arsenic — 
Fowler's solution in small doses long 
continued. 



CREOSOTE IN ULCERS. 

Creosote may be applied with advan- 
tage to ulcers of various kinds ; but in 
the scrofulous, aphthous, phagedenic and 
venereal kinds it has been found most 
useful. 

The following wash is spoken of ^ with 
grea^ favor as having been used in a case 
of aphthous ulceration of the mouth : 

R. — Creosote } draohm. 

Gam aoAoU 2} ouncM. 

Mist, oamphone 11} ounces. 

M.— -5n>/. 

ANTI INSECTS. 

A correspondent of the Germantown 
Telegraph writes : Melon and cucumber 
bugs like radish leaves better than any 
other kind. I sow a few radish seeds in 
each hill and never lose a plant. Earth 
worms, cut worms, white grubs, and in 
fact all sofl-bodied worms, are easily 



V.ALERIANATED STRUP OF RHUBARB. 

R.— Sjr. rhei 4 oaaoes. 

Tinet. TslerlMi 2 " 

Oil of sMsafraea 20 drops. 

Piperln lOgraias 

Sab. earb. ef soda 20 ** 

M. 'This remedy hais been highly ex- 
talled in typhoid fever as a nerve stimu- 
lant and to improve the secretions and 
make uniform the peristaltic motion in 
flatulent and tympanetic conditions. 
Dose, one tablespoonfnl three times per 
day. 

A New Adhesive Plaster, es- 
pecially adapted to the requirements of 
modem surgery, has been studied out by 
Dr. H. A. Martin, of Boston. It will 
be prepared by Messrs. Metcalfe & Co., 
who will present ' a specimen of the 
plaster to any physician who may ap- 
ply, either personally or by letter. The 
ingredients of the plaster are the best 
Para rubber. Burgundy pitch, and 
balsam of tolu. The cloth undergoes an 
antiseptic treatment by liq. zinci chlo- 
ridi before the compound is spread upon 
it. — Proceed. County Kings. 

STRYCHNIA. 

'^The last dose from a bottle containing 
a mixture of strychnia and bromide of 
potassium," says the Detroit Medioal 
Journal, *' poisoned the patient. The 
bromide had precipitated the strychnia.'' 
— BodonMed. and Sur. Jour. 
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EBITOBIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 



'All coamuSeftttoiit rolallDg to the biuliian of Ths Rioobii, for tbe fern 1877 and 1878* mnal be •ddretiod 
to DK. R. C. WORD, Managliig Editor Boatherm Medical Beoerd, ▲tianta, Qa. 

^0WBritt and practical conunnnicattona are aoUdtod on all aabjecta pertaining to medldne ; alio reporta on 
in practice. 

I^^Sead money by check, v«ital order or regletered letter. 

'Write year name,poat-ottoe, county and State plainly. 



TO OUR BUBSCBIBEBS. 
Those in arrean for subioriptioa will pkaaa r*« 
mit at onoe, aad oblige, 

B. G. WOBD, 

Managing Editor. 



DISAFFECTION IN THE STATE MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA. 

AU true men in the Medioal Profession eannot 
but regret the frequent oeonrrenee of difisions 
and difficulties amongst ns. So important is har- 
monj to the progress of medioal soience that little 
«an be expected while snoh troubles exists in our 
ranks. We all admit that it is Tery desirable 
to aToid these troubles and to adjust and remoTo 
4hem where they exisi. There are oooasions when 
• little oil upon the troubled waters, or sllenee 
itself, with a little time, will adjust them ; but 
there are other times when but little ean be 
hoped ftvm this method, sad when it would seem 
to be the duty of ereiy good and true man to entor 
Us protest against the evils whioh exist, and 
whieh if uneheoked, may erentuato in the ruin 
and professional disgraoe of all oonoemed. 

At the meeting of the Assoeiatlon, which was 
reoently held in Atlanto, the prooeedings of which 
we publish in the present number of our Journal, 
the man ifestat ions of discontent were unmistaka- 
ble. These were oTinoed not so much in the 
-official action of the body as in the quiet intor- 
views and privato oouTersatiens of its members. 

Since the adjournment of the Association, we 
have reoeited information and lettors frem diiferent 
sections of the Stato expressing objections to its 
management. 

Some of these are from gentlemen of prominence 
and abili;y. They claim that there are a large 
number of the members who are dissatisfied. To 
show the drift of these objections, we giro a few 
of the points presented. It is claimed that The 
State Society is a migratory body, and net an 
4»80ciation proper, and is mainly kept up by large 



initiation fees from localj| additlons^thered at 
the different points at whioh it assembles. Many 
who thus join do not meet the Society again 
until after the lapse of years, when it returns to 
their Ticinity, and perhaps never at all. In the 
meanwhile, notwithstanding the liberal initiation 
fee paid^, the members are assessed annually, 
and duns sent out, accompanied by threato to 
drop from the roll if not responded to. That a 
fovored few manage it by a caucus method to 
suit their own interesto and views— confering 
the offices and honors, with but frw exceptions — 
upon their .special friends and favorities, rather 
than in a manner to represent impartially the 
entire membership. 

Thsse, and other similar objections, are urged, 
all of whieh might perhaps be remedied could a 
ftill meeting and free expression be had; but there 
is one other point whioh has been brought to our 
notice, and has sought expression through our 
pagee, which bears a far more serious aspect, and 
that is that there are those in the association 
who have violated the ethics, and that the fact is 
well known and has been acquiesced in by the 
official action of the body itself, or at least by 
those who control it. 

This much as joumallsto, we have deemed it 
proper to say in justice to the large number of 

those whormake theee complainto, and who claim 
that it is due to truth and to the honor of the 
medical profession of Georgia that these facts be 
made known, and, if possible, a remedy be found. 

GELATINE COATED PILLS— MoKissoN & 

BOBBIXS. 

These elegant preparations, as prepared by the 
splendid estoblishment of MoKesl!>n A Bobbins, 
manufacturing chemists. New Tork, are certainly 
very acceptable to the profession. We have re- 
ceived a number of beautiful samples of their 
preparations, and have tested them with' much 
satisfaction. We regard them as eminently relia- 
ble and si.ocessful business men, and deserving of 
the confidence of the profession and the public. 
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STATE MEDICAL S0CIET7 OF ABEANSA8. 

The aboT6 aooiety oonTened at Fort Smith, on 
Mty Ist., being ite third fmnnal Bession. 

80 muoh of the space of our present issue is 
giTon to oar own State Association that we cannot 
giye details of the State Medioal Society of Ar- 
kansas. The attendance seems to haTs been rea- 
sonably good— with quite an accession of new 
members. There were interesting discussions, and 
a number of Taluable papers reported. Seyeral 
members from Hot Springs were expelled. The 
officers elected for the ensuing year, are : 

For President — A. A. Homer, of Phillips conn* 

ty. 

For Vice-Presidents— T. W. Barley, of Benton 
county; W. H. Hawkins, of Little River county; 
J. S. Shibbley, of Logan county; Isarc Folsom, of 
Lonoke county. 

For Secretary — R. O. Jennings. 

For Assistant Secretary — L. P. Gibson. 

For Librarian— J. H. Lenow. 

Next place of meeting, Little Rock, the first 
Wednesday in May, 1879. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The American Medical Association will hold its 
29th annual session at Buffalo, N«< T., commencing 
June 4th next, 11 o'clock a. m. 

The State, county and district societies through- 
ont the Union, of legitimate bodies, have the priT« 
ilege of sending one delegate for CTery ten of its 
resident members, and one for every additional 
fraction of more* than half that number. 

It is desired that medical societies forward a list 
of their delegates as soon as possible. 

A large attendance is expected, and the meeting 
will probably be one of unusual interest. 

MEDICAL GRADUATES. 

The aggregate number of graduates in medicine 

in the United States, for the year 1878, is 1,728. 

Of these, there graduated in the Northern schools, 

788, Western schools, 656; Southern schools, 

284 — Augusta, Charleston and New Orleans not 
included. 



POCKET DRUG CASES. 
One of the most beautlAil pocket drug cases we 
have CTcr seen, is that manufactured by Wm. R. 
Warner & Co., of Philakelphia. It contains ten 
2 01. phials, neatly labeled. A sample has been 
kindly sent us by the energetic and indeftttigable 
gentlemen of this large and splendid establish- 
ment, whose skill, taste and energy is erinced in 

all the Taried departments of their extensive home 
and foreign business. 



a M. PETTINGILL A CO.'S NEWSPAPER DI- 
RECTORY AND HAND^BUOK OF REFERENCE. 

Tl^is is a very valuable and useful book. It Im 
neatly gotten up, is compile in its arrangements,, 
and contains information from nearly nine thou- 
sand papers and periodicals, so arranged as to be 
readily found, and so reliable thai advertisers may 
consult it with confidence. This cannot be said of 
every other directory in print. 



Paek, Djlyis & Co., whose advertisement may 
be seen on first inside page of this Journal, have 
forwarded us samples of their preperations- 
Among which are a number of new medicines. 
They are put up in a very neat and careful man- 
ner. This house is certainly managed by very ca« 
pable and reliable men. To discribe the various 
articles sent us as they evidently merit, would 
draw too heavily on our space. Hope te bring 
them before the profession from time to time in 
communicating the advances in therepeutics. 
Those who deeire to test the new agents should 
communicate with the Proprietors. 



TROBiER EXT. OF MALT COMPANY. 

The malt preparations of the at>ove reliable 
company are of unquestioned excellence. The 
varied combinations of the malt which they prt^ 
pare are admirable, and are variously combined, 
BO as to meet a great variety of therepeutic indi* 
cations. 



PRAonnoHtn's Rnmuoi Book.— See adver* 
tisement of this valuable work. It contains high* 
ly useful and important information for the prae* 
titioner. The premium offer which we make will 
enable those who avail themselves of it to get the 
work at a very low figure. 



Rbohptbd. — Drs. J A Ashford. Z T Young, £ 
K Boseman, J L Hamilton, W C Moore, M V E 
Miller, J T Mooty, J W Day, R A Sells, L C Har- 
vey, A M Winn, W J Sterling, J W Fair, 6ms., W 
H Roberts, A A Stanley, A D Sanders, J B Hughes, 
A G Groves, A C Simonton, J D Moon, R Inge, L 
B Bouchelle, E C Anderson, J A MoCallum, C I> 
Tatman, C C Jones, J W Strong, J C Moody, J D 
Harrell, R W Lovett, L G Hardeman, J N Wards- 
worth, S L Lookwood, B M Walker, R Collins, A 
W Agnew, G L Mills, Library Surgeon Oei'l, B F 
Rudisill, W P Aoderson, William Sellers, BJ 
Foster, B £ Clark, Jno J Gage, J R Phillips, T B 
Swift, M Doyle, J T Stoddard, G L Sanders 6m8., 
C P Sanders, W G Hays, L W Coleman, E H Wright,. 
T F Green, A J Ellis, M Qiesy, £ A Speed, C W 
McDanlel, J A Alien, P S Anderson. C G Nichels*. 
W H Wilson,N Ubit A Nisbit. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 



CYSTIC TUMOR OF THE NECK 
TREATED WITH ERGOT. 



Bt B. M. Walku, M.D., of Vo. 



On the 10th of February last, I was 

called to see Mrs. W with a tumor 

upon her neck ; and as the enlargement 
was rapidly increasing, her mental anx- 
iety was considerably exercised. There 
was no pain, only an uncomfortable feel- 
ing, and wh^n 1 pressed upon the en- 
largement, she experienced aa asthmatic 
sensation. On examination, I found a 
cystic tnmor, the size of a hen's egg, oc- 
cupying the front portion of the neck, 
between the hyoid bone and the sternum) 
deep in the cellular substance, between 
the sterno-hyoid and sterno-thyroid 
muscles. Fluctuation was only moder- 
ately perceptible by careful manipula- 
tion. There ?raa firm attachment of the 



posterior wall of the tumor to the 
trachea, as evidenced in trying to enuc- 
leate it with the fingers, and better still, 
by its corresponding motions upwards 
and downwards as the trachea rose or 
fell. Modern surgeons, than whom none 
stand higher than Professor Gross, say 
that excision is the treatment. 

I called my patient's attention — and 
also her husband's — ^to this method of 
cure. They seemed willing. But as it 
was an operation of which they had some 
fears, they recj^uested me first to write 
their parents m New York. This I did, 
and sent a carefully prepared account of 
it to their fiunily physician there, who 
agreed that it was a case for the knifr. 
I then sHggested a visit to New York 
for them, bat they desired the operation 
performed here, only making one re- 
quest— i. e., that 1 should take two 
months to use any mtional medidnal 
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treatment to effect a core. The patient| j 
being a lady twentjr-three years of ase, | 
feaiw the scar, I thinks as mnch as snej 
did the operation. I consented to use 
mj skill m this way : began giving her 
Squibb's fluid extract ergot, 15 fftts, in 

S^rup sarsaparilla three times dai^. At 
rst^ I determined to try the injection of 
Boigeaa's ergotine, hypodermicaUy^ in 
the manner laid down by Professor Es- 
nareh in a paper read before the fourth 
CQneress of the German Surgical Society, 
of &rlin, in which he treats deep-seated 
astheromatous cysts of the necK, first, 
with one per cent. sol. carbol. acid, which 
washed out the cyst ; then he used from 
ten to twenty grammes of Lugol's iodine 
solution. Had I fiuled in the treatment 
above given, I would have given this 
high authority proper eonsideration, and 
then used iodine in stead of ergot — 
thouffh I must admit that the course is 
not divested of serious risk, where such 
violent inflammations are set up adiaoent 
to, and relatively connected with, the 
most important structures of the econ- 
omy. 

After persistent treatment with ergot 
for four weeks, occasionally using the 
external application of tinct. iodine, I 
could discover scarcely any appreci- 
able change. The family maintietined 
that none was apparent. Early, how- 
ever, in the fifth week, we marked a de- 
cided difference in sise, which was soon 
one^half, and a change in texture also. 
It had now become quite hard and more 
sensitive. 

In addition to my treatment, I com- 
bined the iodide of potash, in 6-grain 
doses, three times daily, and in tea days 
the whole structure had disappeared. 

In the use of the ergot, I could but 
observe its wonderful anti-phlogistic 
properties in controlling fever. Mj at- 
tention was first din cted to this in read- 
ing a lecture delivered by Professor Ja- 
cob!, April 16, 1870, at the clinic of the 
CoUwe of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Kew York. 

My patient sufierinff at the time of the 
first administration of the ergot with 



periodical fever, I clearly observed the 
controlling influence it had on the fever« 
always* lowering the temperature and 
allaying nervous action* 

Brown-Sequard maintains that it acts 
through the nervous system, and espe- 
cially through the sympathetic upon the 
unstriped muscnlar tissue under its con- 
trol. Tbns it prodooes its eflbcts upon 
the uterus, bladder, and the muscular 
coats of the arteries, diminishing the 
i^pply, and where there is a foreign de- 
ment, so to speak« As tumors are 
not supplied witn a vis a tergo of circu- 
lation, and in some instances draw their 
nutrition from a very meager source, 
may we not — reasoning a prtbri— cut off 
this supply — strangulate, as it were, this 
abnormal growth, and when we have di- 
minished its nutrition, with evidence of 
its diminishing proportions, then stimu- 
late the absorbents with that most won- 
derful of all medicines — ^iodide of potas- 
sium — to remove for us what remains? 
This seems to me the rational treatment, 
particularly when the life of the growth 
approaches the cystic form of disease. 

Again, I cannot too strongly suggest 
the trial to those who have not already 
done so, of ergot in the treatment of 
their intermittent and remittent fevers, 
where we always find more or less nerv- 
ous disturbance; acting, as it does, 
through the nervous system, it holds an 
inhibitory influence over this morbid 
nervous action. 

One or two remarks upon ergotism of 
the older writers, which I believe to be 
a phantom of the present day. The la- 
mented Anstie long since declared it a 
bue-bear. I don't believe that the er- 
gotism, as described by older writers, 
either the spasmodic or gangrenous, per- 
tains to a population like ours. Theirs 
was a population half-starved compared 
to ours, where their only food was rye, 
and the rye was almost exclusively 
ergot. Then they had nothing to sup- 
ply their wants, and ergotism was ad-' 
missible. Not so in a country as varied 
in its bountiful supplies of meats (flesh 
of all kinds), breadstuffii too numerous 
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to mentbiii with hafttrinVi bomtitifiil mp* 
pljr of fresb nilk a&d butter. Hefe er- 
gotism will not ke ftved. 



m»i 



OBSTINATE £[EMORBHAOE 

FROM EXTRACTION 

or A TOOTH. 



Bt 8. H. AxDiBfov, II.P., or Mo. 

I wish to state the salient points of a 
case whioh lately oame ooder my notice, 
j^nd which, 1 candidly oonfess, gave me 
aK> little trouble, taxing my medical lore 
to the utmost. 

10^ 5th, 1878, 1 was called to see J. 
L. H , native of Alabama, aged 
about 45 years, farmer by occupation, 
and residing% on a creek-bottom where 
malaria is rife. Was told by messenger 
that, himself a &rmer, had, five days 
previously, extracted a molar tooth mr 
Mr. H., and that Mr. H. had been bleed- 
ing profusely ever sinoe; that is to say, 
nearly five days. I should have ex- 
plained that I was called late Saturday 
evening. On arriving at the bouse of 
Mr. H., a truly pitiable and friffhtful 
object met my sight. Mr. H., redining 
on a bed which was saturated with blood; 
the floor around his bed being also cov- 
ered with blood, spat there by himself, 
while a large night glass at his bedside 
was filled with blood, this being the 
third one, I was told by Mrs. H. I 
found Mr. H. breathing with difficulty 
through his nostrils, his mouth being 
filled with clots of blood. 

With my fingers I removed the clots 
£rom his mouth, which were putrid, and 
stank horribly. I found that the blood 
was oozing from, every part of his month. 
On inquiry, I loarned that Dr. P— — *, a 
young man who had, a few months be- 
£>re, graduated, had been in attendance 
on Mr. H. I was shown a bottle coo- 
Gaining oz. vL of a fluid which I reoog- 
nixed as a tincture of solution of the per- 
ohloride of iron. I was told tiiat the 
doctor had saturated a quantity of cotton 
liatting with the flaia, with which he 



had Ailed the mouth of his ui^rtunate 
patient, and which, with the aasistanoe 
of bvbtandeis, he had kept in his pa» 
tient^a month by main foh», until the 
wretched man in mortal agony, had 
cried aloud I 

The result of this practice was erosion 
of the entire mucous membrane of the 
mouth, and consequent hemorrhage over 
the entire membrane* 

The doctor had left his patient, assur- 
ing the fiimily that there was no danger 
whatever; that Mr. H. might thus bleed 
a week and be the better for his deple- 
tion; but to others, after leaving, he re- 
ported the case as absolutelv hopeless. 

By estimate I am satisfiea that Mr. H* 
had lost more than two gallons of blood 
when first seen by me. I learned, on 
inquiry, that my patient had nearly bled 
to death on a former occasion, years ago, 
and that also one of his brothers came 
near losing his life from the same cause. 
Of course i recogoixed the &ct that my 
patient iDherited what is known to an- 
thers as the A^morrAo;^ (fio^Aems. Learn- 
ing that my patient had not slept for 
several nignts, more in consequence, I 
presume, of frk;ht than any peculiarity 
of his disease, Iprescribed a small dose 
of morphine, in order to quiet his nerv- 
ous system and procure sleep. The ex- 
hibition of morphine may have been 
.somewhat haxaroous in this particular 
case; yet I deemed it of the first import- 
ance ior the full treatment of his case, to 
quiet bis overwrought nervous system, 
by bringing about sleep. I also placed 
him on the use of ergot in full doses, 
eveiT three hours. Large blister to nape 
of his neck and to the temples; synapisms 
to extremities. As to local treatment, I 
used difierent drugs : decoct, kino, tannic 
and gallic acids, alum solution, acetate 
lead, etc. I also exibited, from the first, 
quinine. 

The hemorrhage was promptly check* 
ed and remained ehecKed for fourteen 
hours, I had procured slate and pencil 
on which my patient could write, and 
thus make known his wants; but being a 
very passionate man, had transgressisd 
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my orders and thus broaght on a retam 
of the bleeding. 

Believing mj patient to be laboring 
nnder malarious toitimisdy I bad ptx>g- 
noetieated a spontaneous cessation of he- 
morrhage on the seventh day^ and which 
had actually occurred. 

My patient recovered slowly, having 
been greatly reduced. 

As an after treatment, I put him on 
the use of iron and quinfne, good diet, etc. 
Hope to hear something from profession- 



ommendation. I fatve given it frequently^ 
and find that it acts as well, and better 
than erffot, and, at th« same time, it doe» 
not produce toxical effects upon either 
motoer or ohild. But, in manj eases, 
where I bad to continue ergot for some 
time, in cases of inertia of the uterus, I 
noticed that the iofafits were born dead, 
and in several cases, puerperal fever fol- 
lowed the free use of ergot. This result 
has never followed the use of ustilaeo in 
my hands, nor in the hands of oUiers, 



al brethren as to treatment, pathology, | that I have heard of. It does not pro* 



etc., of such cases. 



USTILAGO MAIDIS. 



Bt I. J. M. Gos8, M.D., of Marietta, Os. 



(From his work on New Medlolnei.) 

Ustilago, or corn-smut, is a fungus 
growing upon Indian corn; that upon 
the ear is best. The analysis of this 
fungus shows it to contain a large per 
cent, of ergotin, besides some other chem- 
ical constituents. The fluid extract and 
saturated tincture are forms in which I 
have mostly used the article. 

Medical Uses. — Although it contains 
a large per cent, of ergotin, yet it acts 
somewhat differently from ergot, but it 
acts upon the impregnated uterus in a 
similar manner to ergot, but not so con- 
tinuously — its action being remittent, 
like that of natural labor. It was first 
brought to the notice of physiciaos by its 
producing abortion upon cattle fed upon 
com containing large quantities of this 
fundus. I have used it for several years 
in obstetrical practice, and find its action 
upon the uterus very positive, and, in 
most cases, more so than ergot. I had 
a case, recently, in which the labor was 
quite tardy, and had lineered* until the 
lady was i)ecoming exhausted, and } 



duce that constant contraction that ergot 
produces — so exhausting to the female — 
but it produces remittent eontractionSy. 

t'ust like natural labor. These facts I 
lave discovered by the frequent use of 
this article now for several years ; and in 
cases of hemorrhage, either after laborer 
in the non-impregoated uterus, I find 
that ustilago is more active than ergot in 
arresting the hemorrhage. It so con- 
tracts the relaxed surfiu^ of the uterus 
as to close the vessels, and thereby check 
the flow. In passive hemorrhage, it may 
be given in small and repeated doses for 
several days without fear of any toxica] 
effect, but with very passive results. The 
best preparation of it that I have ever 
found is a fluid extract prepared by 
Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, Michigan* 



REVIEW ON THE TREATMENT 

OF FRACTTRE OF THE 

FEMUR. 



Bt Edwaxd Brocz, M.D., Member of the lfe4i> 

osl and ChirurgiMl Flteulty of Msrylsnd 

and Baltimore Medioal Asao- 

danoB, Bio., Etc. 



After loue study and observation, I 

Eve in the January number of the St. 
mis Medical and Surgical Journal, my 
method of treating fracture of the femur 
in some cases; and advocated therein 
gave one-half drachm of the fluid I the double inclined plane, for reasons fbr 
extract, which immediately pro- which the reader is referred to the above 



duced strong, eipulsive contractions of 
the uterus, and terminated the labor in a 
few minutes, and that without any harm 
to the mother or child ; this is its rec- 



number of the Journal. A marvelous 
coincidence brought the January num* 
ber of the Medical Record of New York, 
into my bands, in which I And on the 
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firat page, a lecture on fracture of the 
shaft of the femur in children, by our 
distinguisned surgeoD, Frank H. Ham- 
ilton, M.D., with a wood cut illustrat- 
ing his method, and advocating precisely 
the reverse of the course that I advoca- 
ted. My method is intended only for 
youths and adults. For infants and 
small children it is not practicable. Dr. 
Hamilton's article relers to children 
only, but the fact that his opinion should 
be so directly reverse to my own, was to 
me of great interest. I, therefore, eager- 
ly read and studied his article, to find, 
perhaps, my own mistake, for it is only 
oy interchanging our views, and by giv- 
ing each other the benefit of our experi- 
ence, that we learn. It is this desire that 
induces me to write this paper, and bring 
before the profession a survey of the 
subject. In my article, mentionedabove I 
pointed out why the long splints are not 
well adapted. The reason stiated was, 
that the femur is not a straight bone from 
its head to the knee joint, and, therefore, 
the effort to keep it straight by pulling 
the leg outward, as is done wi*h most of 
the long splint-i, more or less deformity 
must be produced. What is true as to 
the position of the femur in the adult, 
holds good in the child. Dr. Hamilton's 
splints, as Fig, 4 shows, is narrow above, 
and wider below, so as to pull the legs 
tipart. He applies the same to children 
under thirteen years of age, and very 
correctly says : "Fractures in children 
are ofren transverse, denticulated, and 
especially in the very young only 
partially separated, not at all overlap- 
ping or greenstick. The muscles have 
no power to produce overlapping, and 
that in view of this fact the treatment 
jshould differ.^' Then he passes in re- 
view, different modes of applying splints, 
and is particularly disgusted witn , the 
nlouble inclined plane, charging it with 
shortening and with other faults. In this 
cattegory he includes the lateral and 
coaptative splints, etc. 

Dr. Hamilton then proceeds and says : 
**The straight position with short or 
ooaptative splints, and the single long 



splint, with pulleys and weights, or sudi 
an apparatus as we have found best for 
adults, fieul again in the case of in&nts 
and child]»n.'^ We will grant this. 
' He then desoribef \^s method, as shown 
in fig. 4. This method speaks for itself, 
and hardly needs explanation. Instead 
of one long splint there are two ; they 
are widely separated below, which it is 
claimed will prevent, in some measure, 
the soiling of the cloths, by urine and 
fieces. There are short coaptative splints, 
pads, bandages, etc,; perineal band in 
meet cases are used, and for six year-eld 
children there are, in addition, pulleys 
and weights. Here we have a most com- 
plicated arrangement — the old-fashion 
long splint, with short coaptative splints 
combined. The gentleman takes great 

Sains in describing all the details of this 
ressing ; while it is true that upon de- 
tails wUl depend the success of the re- 
sult, particularly so ot an apparatus that 
is to be employed by others than the in- 
ventor, as the latter cannot be responsible 
for his invention, if it is not used cor- 
rectly, yet these numerous details detract 
much from its usefulness. 

But let us ' see whether it is actually 
necessary to encase a child or infant, in 
an apparatus like that which Dr. Ham- 
ilton recommends. I have never found 
such a confining method necessary, and 
feel sure this is the case with most sur- 
geons, for these reasons : First, in green- 
stick fractures, which almost always oc- 
cur on the inside of the femur, the outer 
half of the bone acts as a splint ; a single 
coaptative splint and bandage is all that 
is needed; in such a case a little moving 
about by the patient can do no harm, 
while if the long splint be used, the legs 
drawn outward and kept straight we 
may do mischief; and this may be seri- 
ous, which would be avoided if we allow 
a little more natural movement of the 
limbs. As we do not generally meet 
with oblique fracture in children, and 
generally have no contraction of muscle 
to overcome, we need no extension by 
pulleys and weights. If this is so, they 
are superfluous. 
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In denticnltted fhictam, it needs i ' 
little more care, bat by no meani doee it 
need sach Boneeriiig and aplinting se 
presented by Dr. Hamilton ; at leait this 
ifl my experience. WiUt all dne regard 



Fig. 4, lUiutrative ot Dr. F. H. Eamlltoii-s U«tbod. 

for (he difitinguiehed learning of the 
New York genlleman, for I do consider 
him as one of our highest suigeons, I, 
fer one, would not be willing to try this 
splint in hardly any case, unleM I learned 
irom actual observation the good results 
that are claimed by the author. 

The requirements of splints for any 
iracture, are that while they fulfill their 
purpose in maintaining the ends of the 
iractured bone in proper relation to each 
other, they should also keep the limb in 
as natural a position as possible. It 
should be light, easily put on and re- 
moved; all complicated apparatus ren- 



der the treatment complicated, and aa it 
is admitted by all snigical writers, that 
we, as a'rule, have no uiortening in very 
young children, it matters not whether 
we employ plaster, leather, starch or the 
suspension splint This much it sure : 
tie a child up, hameas it all over, and 
the more yon put on, the harder the 
child will struggle to get it off, becau8» 
of the nneomiurtableness of the thing. 
Besides this, such is the nature of a child, 
that the less you bundle it up and tb& 
freer it has the use of its limbs, tne tooaer 
it will fee} itself reconeiled to the necea* 
sityof keeping comparatively quiet. 

We seldom meet with a fractured 
femur in an infant. They happen mostly 
after the child begins lo walk, but if we 
shonld meet them, they may be treated 
almost without any apparatus ; simply 
tieing (he legs together is about all there 
is required. With children under the 
age of five or six, Iprefer the pasteboard 
splint, as follows : Take a piece of mus- 
lin or paper, &sten around the limh ; for 
the purpose of cutting a pattern, pat it 



FIs- fi— FatMboard Splint. 

upon a good piece of pasteboard, and you 
have it the snape ss shown in Fig. S ; 
reverse it, take a ruler, and cut with a 
sharp knife { of itii thickness the lines 
indicated in Fig, 5. It is for left leg; 
"a — a" meets at the inside. It may also 
be formed to meet and open on the out- 
side. Roll it up,and give it good coat^ 
inga of shellac varnish, wrap up the limb 
incotioB batting, apply the splint, tie it 
with two or three rHsbons or bandi^^ 
or punch holes and lace it ; then tie the 
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togstlMr at tfa« kaees Md ike 
aniLle^ or bandige the lindba all the way 
up ; put a toft jpillow nnikr the knees ; 
tMB laava the coikl alone ; it oan b« in- 
spected eveiy day with ease and oomfort 
to the patient. 

I had as eood a result with this as 
with any other method. It is adyisable 
to prepare two splints at once, so as to 
have one ready for change, as we well 
know that it is almost impossible to 
keep the bandages entirely dean, even 
if the child shouki make its wants known; 
yet the nuise will have less trouble with 
this, than with any other method. The 
nurse can lift the limbs up with one 
hand, as is eenerally done, and sponge 
the parts. With children above the age 
of six years, when they b^in to be more 
rational, the wire suspension spliot can 
be used ; the patient can move about ; 
also keep pretty clean ; I have found ii 
so at least. I treated, not long ago, a 
little idiotic child, five years old, for 
fracture of the femur, with the wire sus- 
pension double inclined splint, and not- 
withstanding it was naturally very rest- 
less, the apparatus was really used as a 
toy by the child. When the child was 
r^y to walk I put on splint. Fig. 5, 
which was worn for some time. 

To better understand my method, see 
the wood-cut on the following page, 
Fig. 6. 

The risk of oedema is not greatly to 
be feared, if this method is employed, as 
the limbs rest upon a soft pillow, and the 
foot is not bound down, but can be 
moved and elevated at intervals. I will 
also observe, that special apparatuses may 
be well adapted to special cases, but that 
no one apparatus is applicable to every 
case. 

There is nothing new under the sun. 
Petit, Heister, and Duverney recom- 
mended long ago the extending means to 
be applied just above the condyles of the 
OS femoris. See Cooper's Diet., 1830. 
Let us examine the views and opinions 
of some of the different authors : 

Albucasis : He used leng splints, rec- 
to be bandaged, and 



the hollow places to be padded with soft 



Paultts Aegineta : Platient to lie upon 
his back, the leg to be wrapped in a thick 
garment, and wool on each side to pre- 
vent movinff the limb ; a foot-board well 
curved to the foot, the whole covered 
with a skin. 

Professor Frank H. Hamilton: In 
both his works on general sureery and 
treatise on Anctures: Thigh oound to 
long side splints, but admits that the 
latter experience has taught him that it 
is not always well to do so ; for childreUi 
two long splints. (Fig. 4.) 

Samuel D. Oross : Fracture box with 
splints, straight jpesition. 

Physick and Hodge : Long splint. 

Sir A. Coopei^ : Patient lying on his 
back, limb in bent position, for fracture 
of neck of fomur ; sees no reason for not 
giving it a fair trial in other fractures of 
that bone; in fractures of condyles, 
straight position. 

Liston : Long^ splint. 

Sir Charles Bell: Double inclined 
plane. 

Mclntyre: Semi-flexed position. 

John Ericbson : An exclusive plan of 
treatment should not be adopted for all 
cases ; gives foar diflerent ways to con- 
duct treatment, namely, flexing, exten- 
sion, double incline, and starch band- 
ages. 

John Ashhurst, jr., has never seen a 
perfect cure ; considers one-half to one 
inch a satis&ctory result; thinks the 
weight and extension apparatus the most 
convenient. 

Pott : Limb on its side, knee bent. 

Billroth: Plaster of Paris splint; says 
the more practice one has applying them 
the more rarely will bad results happen. 

Ferguson : Straight splint. 

Gosselin : Surg. I)is. of youth. Points 
out that patients cannot lie squarely on 
their backs ; the attempt to do so pro- 
duces pain ; that shortening always ex- 
ists in adults ; employs Scultet apparatus, 
semi-flexion ; also, uses Honnequin's 
splint; uses extension, and prefers the 
movable bandages ; says that none of the 
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contiaaoui eitensioD ipparatoHi have 
taken rank in the practice. 

SanaoD : Semi-flexion. 

Holmes : Children's fraotuna heal 
without any perceptible shortening or 
deformity ; the treatoaent fiimply coneisft 
in rest oo a splint, with knee and hip 
bent. 

Guersaot: Simple fractures in chil- 
dren heal without difficulty and deform- 
ity ; if there ia deformity, time modifies 



The reader u also referred to Dr. 
Cowling's paper on feaotuies, read be- 
£»« the Central Kentucky Medical As- 
sociation, last July, wkioh oontains val- 
uable points. 

BBSUME. 

1. That the long splint has been used 
since time immemorial; tha JDolined 
plane also. 

2. That no apparatus is perfect, and 



Fls. e.— Dr. Edward BOTCk'i Method, 



it; for men have presented themselves 
with a proven record that their femur 
had been broken when a child, and yet, 
when examined, it could not have been 
decided, in many eases, that any fracture 
bad existed. Nearly all of those indi- 
viduals were fit for military duty ; em- 
ploys Dupuytren's method. 

G. R. Parkes : Metallic fracture 
splints; long extension and counter ex- 
tension by tubes or rods ; claims no 
shortening ; the fracture can be exam- 
ined without interfering with this appa- 
ratus. It is a neat contrivance, and ap- 
pears fo be preferable to any of the old 
style long splints. 

ProfesaorC. Heine, Insbruck: Plaster 
of Paris. 



none answers for all cases, but all have 
their advanti^es and fault; more or leas, 
and each may serve well in special cases. 

3. That we will have more or less 
shortening in adults, no matter what the 
treatment may have been ; shortening 
rarely happens in children, for the great 
and wise doctor, Nature, comes in time 
to our assistance and corrects our short- 
oominirs. 

4. That it is not prudent to confine 
ourselves exclusively to one apparatus, 
but must admit that the surgeon who 
has had an extensive practice and expe- 
rience with a particular apparatus will 
obtain better results with it than he who 
applies it only occasionally. — St. Louis 

: Med. and Surg. Journal. 
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PLACENIA PREVIA— ITS 
TREATMENT. 



Qhab. F. a. Nichul, M.D., St. Heltnfti GaL 



The abnormal insertion of the placenta^ 
known as placenta-prsBVJa, has, since its 
reoognitioD, always oeen regarded as one 
of the most dangerous complications o 
child bed ; not only on accoiinc of the 
danger arising therefrom to the mother, 
but also from that to the child. Its im- 
portaooe, therefore, demands that all the 
light should be thrown upon it that 
clinical observation and experience may 
have gathered, and to direct the atten- 
tion to each method of treatment that 
has secured the greatest safety to those 
intrusted to our care. With this aim in 
view, assured that the readers of your 
journal are too well acquainted with the 
etiology, diagnosis and pr6^nosis of the 
subject under consideration for the writer 
to allude to them especially, he would 
submit the result or his observations 
while engaged in clinical work in Berlin. 

The treatment of placenta-praevia de- 
pends primarily upon whether the hem- 
orrliage occurs during the earlier period 
of gestation or near the close of the 
same, and secondly, upon the amount. 

Hemorrhage occurring during the 
earlier period of gestation, and moderate 
in character (the first as a rule being 
slight), it will suffice to remand the pa- 
tient to bed, placing her upon cool 
drinks, light and easily digested food, 
find securing free evacuation of the 
bowels by saline cathartics. Should the 
bleeding be arrested by these measures, 
the patient may be allowed to leave her 
bed after a few days, being, however, 
strictly charged to seek medicinal aid 
upon the first recurrence of the flow. 
Cold applications to the abdomen, vaginal 
injections, and the tampon are counter- 
indicated as these have a tendency to 
cause uterine contractions, thereby in- 
creasing the difficulty. Should the hem- 
orrhfige be ushered in, profuse and dan- 
gerous in character, the action of the 
physician wijl depend upon the condi- 



tion of the cervix. When undilated so 
as to preclude the possibility of passing 
at least one finder beyond the os inter- 
num, he must nave recourse to the tarn- 
Eon, compressing the bleeding surfiice 
etween it and the ovum. Usually the 
bleeding will be arrested, but it will be 
prudent so long as no labor-pains are 
produced to continue the tampon for 3 
or 4 days, changing it every 12 to 24 
hours, according to the amount and char- 
acter of the vaeinal secretion. But 
should the h^orrbage continue, and the 
cervix be found impassable to one or two 
fingers, it will be necessary to dilate the 
same either with the sponge-tent or 
Barnes' dilators. 

For the further operative interference 
intended by the physician, he must have 
a clear understanding of the character 
of the placental indertion, whether the 
same be centralis or lateralis, as upon a 
correct diagnosis, the prognosis of his 
case will largely depend. This, as at 
first sight might appear, is not always 
easy, since blood-coagula may be con- 
founded 'with placenta. • 

In plaoenla'prcsvia lateralisj it will gen- 
erally be sufficient, after the cervix has 
beeu made passable and the hecujl present* 
ing, to rupture the membranes. The 
hemorrhage will, as a rule cease at once, 
since the placenta can now follow as the 
uterus retracts over the advancing foetal 
head, while the latter directly compresses 
the bleeding surface. This compression 
can be assisted by steady, firm pressure 
upon the uterine contents through the 
abdomen. With the discharge of the 
amniotic fluid, labor pains are ushered 
in, which increase in strength and regu- 
larity, and labor is completed, as a rule, 
without further accident. In case, how- 
ever, the pains cease, and the hemor- 
rhage arises anew, we must at once apply 
the forceps, providing always that the 
conditions requisite to their application 
are fulfilled, otherwise the deliverj'^ to 
be conducted in the manner subsequent- 
ly considered. 

In placenta-prsevia lateralis should 
the head not present, version should be 



I 



170 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



made by the combined (Braxton Hill) 
method. This method is also to be em- 
ployed in placenta-prcevia centralis at 
-whatever period of gestatioa the hemor- 
rhage should occnr, and irrespective of 
the foetal presentation. As an especial 
advantage of this method, it must be 
borne in mind that, by bringing down 
a foot, the leg will act as a tampon from 
above downward, and as the cervix di- 
lates we have a handle at our command 
by which we can at will increase the 
compressing power, by engaging the hip. 
Furthermore, by the early execution of 
the combined inner and outer version, 
we in a great measure avoid the anaemia 
as well as the danger from septic poison- 
ing, which, notwithstanding the anti- 
septic precautions, we are likely to incur 
with the tampon. Sin^e placenta prsevia 
occurs usually in multipara in whom, 
during the last months of pregnancy, the 
cervix is passable for two Ungers, the 
version with rupture of the membranes 
and bringing down a foot will be attend- 
ed with but comparatively little difficulty. 
Certainly such a plan of operation is 
mueh easier and attended with far less 
danger than the accouchement force, by 
which lesions of the cervix occur, giving 
rise to most uncontrollable hemorrhages 
in the post-partum periods. 

In the execution of the combined ver- 
sion for placenta-prsevia, it will be neces- 
sary to attend to the following prelimi- 
nary preparations : 

a. Since it is important to operate as 
quickly as possible, it is imperative to 
entirely neutralize the action of the ab- 
dominal muscles. Accordingly, wherever 
practicable, we should chloroform the 
patient. This can be done with perfect 
safety notwithstanding a high grade of 
ansemia may exist. 

6, The patient shouM be bedded, so as 
to allow the greatest freedom of action 
to tee operator. Care, however, should 
be had to maintain the horizontal posi- 
tion so as to guard against ansemia of 
the brain. 

c. To avoid unnecessary delay in find- 
ing the feet, the position of the foetus in 



Qtero most have been exactly determined 
by external palpatiop, before the opera* 
tion b^ins. 

The patient being thus prepared, we- 
endeavor to pass the placenta. Unless 
we oan readily feel the marginal border^ 
or determine the smaller lobe of pla- 
centa, we proceed at once by a see-saw 
motion of the fingers to detach the pla- 
centa on that side, in which by our ex- 
ternal examinatien we have found the 
feet to be, and as soon as we have reach- 
ed the membranes rupture** them. The 
fingers then advance in the direction of 
the feet, while the presenting part of the 
foetus is displaced by the external manip- 
ulation, but not until the version is com- 
pleted must we withdraw the hand, and 
with it bring down the foot. The 1% or 
hip is to be brought down as far as the 
dilated os int. will permit, with which 
act the object of the operation, viz.: 
arrest of the hemorrhage, will have been 
accomplished. The further expulsion 
we leave to be accomplished by the labor- 
pains which incited by the foregoing op- 
eration will generally be found efficient. 
Should the cervix be not sufficiently di- 
lated to permit the passage of, and ofier 
f^reat resistance to, the descent of the 
arger foetal parts, steady but gentle 
traction upon the foot sufficient to com- 
press the bleeding surface will answer 
the purpose, and the ansesthetic is to be 
discontinued. Oire must be exercised 
in delivering the head, as frequently the 
OS internum is not sufficiently dilated 
to permit its passage. Undue force to 
pass the fingers beyond the os internum 
will retult in serious lesion, and must be 
guarded against. In such cases we must 
aim to engage the smallest diameter (bi- 
temporal), which we may do by placing 
the middle finger upon the root of the 
tongue, the index and ring fingers upon 
the canine fossa, depressing the chin 
upon the chest, and by steady but gen- 
tle traction, assisted by external press- 
ure, deliver the head. Under no cir- 
cumstances must premature respiration 
on part of the foetus lead us to a hasty 
delivery^ as the danger arising therefrom 
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to the obild most give -wuf to the greater, 
which the mother inmm by so rapid a 
delivery. 

More or lest pIroftiBe hemorrhage fol« 
lows the expalsioir of the head, even 
though no lemona of the cervix exist. 
This is doe to the imper£BCt nteripe eon- 
tractions as they are especially met with 
in placenta pmvia. The placenta if not 
readily expelled by theCrede method 
should at onee be sepanted by the fin- 
gers. 

But with the expulsion of the fcstns 
and placenta, the daofi;er from hemor* 
rhage to the mother is by no means past. 
For although by the combined inner and 
outer version we avoid laceration to the 
cervix, and the foetal extremities com- 
press the bleeding surface, yet owing to 
irregular uterine contractions, a large 
quantity of bleod may discharge itself 
either externally or into the uterine cav- 
ity. Should a steady flow of blood ex- 
ist, when tbe uterus is well contracted, 
it undoubtedly proceeds from lesions to 
the cervix. A recognition of the cause 
of tbe hemorrhage is of vital importance. 
When due to atony of the womb, fric- 
tion and compression of the same, ergo- 
tin subcntaneously ; ice.water and styp- 
tic injections into its cavity, but espe- 
cially irrigation with water at a tempera- 
ture of 122'' to 126'' F. will succeed in 
even the most desperate cases to secure 
contractions. Hemorrhage due to lacer- 
ation of the cervix will render the fore- 
eoing measures futile, and our hope must 
depend upon direct compression. The 
syncope can be combatted with stimu- 
lants, hypodermic injections of tinct. 
musk, camphor, but especially by sulpb. 
sether 15 to 20 minims repeated at short 
intervals. 

Finally the after treatment will en- 

ge our attention in two directions. 

irst, to secure an energetic involution, 
and, secondly, to overcome the anemia. 
The former will be accomplished by oc- 
casional small doses of eigot, astringent 
vaginal injections, and hip-baths; the 
latter by horizontal posture with hips 
elevated, bandaging tne lower extremi- 



f, 



ties 10 as to fbrce the blood to the hearty 
and such other measures as experience 
has sanctioned. However, should our 
efforts not be crowned with speedy suc- 
cess, the question of transfusion forces 
itKlf strongly upon our attention, and 
we should net defer this operation too 
long. — Buffalo Med. Jour. 

SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF 
A CASE OF ANEURISM BY 
THE USE OF THE ESMARCH 
BANDAGE. 



To the Editor of the Medical Record. 

Sir — In July last Mr. R,, No. — y 
Lexington street, Baltimore, called at 
my office to consult me in relation to a 
tumor on his right leg. He stated that 
he had been under treatm«ent for two or 
three months, and had applied the usual 
remedies — iodine and other absorbents-^ 
but without any perceptible eflect. The 
patient's age was 63 ; profession, a milli- 
ner; temperament lymphatic; nervous 
system well developed; inspiration and 
expiration normal ; digestive organs in 
good condition ; muscular system relax* 
ed. The only evidence of disease was 
the tumor, the sise of an English wal-^ 
nut, and the shepe of an aftnond, located 
in the reeion of the posterior tibial ar- 
tery, in the lower third. The parts Be- 
low were (edematous, but whether from 
the pressure of the tumor on the artery^ 
er the obstruction of the circulation 
through the artery, I was unable to de* 
termine, as the tumor, owing to the 
thickening of its walls, betrayed no pul- 
sation. 

I then explored it with a tenotomy 
knife, and the resultant intermittent 
flow and brightly colored blood showed 
at once that the artery itself was in- 
volved, and the tumor necessarily an 
aneurismal one. Ordinarily the method 
of procedure would now have been ta 
ligate the artery, but, as I did not like 
the appearance of the foot, owing to the 
extent of the effusion, I decided to apply 
the Esmarch bandage, beginning wita 
the foot and carrying it above the tumor.. 
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I did 80, and after the lapse ot five or 
tea miautes removed it and followed it 
with a roller-bandage, making a com- 
press immediately over the tumor f which 
under the pressure of the Esmarch, bad 
entirely collapsed and refilled slowly) 
with tin-foil. In this condition I left it 
until the following day, when I found 
that the foot was still oedcmatous, though 
to a le&s degree than before. The symp- 
toms being favorable, and the patieot 
professing much relief from the applica- 
tion, I determined to reapply the Es- 
march and continue the same line of 
treatment. 

On my next examination, three days 
later, I found a further very decided im- 

;rovement in the patient's condition. 
*he walls of the tumor bad become con* 
aolidated, and the collateral circulation 
established. I now felt certain of the 
wisdom of the treatment, and for a third 
and last time applied the Esmarob. Re- 
adjusting the roller-bandage every three 
or four days, I found, at the end of the 
second week, that the oedema had entire- 
ly passed away, and in five weeks from 
the date of the first application the pa- 
tient was able to attend to his business 
as usual. — N. Y. Med. Bee 
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Atlanta Medico-Chibubgical As* 

80CIATI0H* 
(B«porUd by Dr. Word«) 



THE MEDICAL EXPERT. 

Dr. J. TV. Conklin publishes a paper 
on this subject in the Ohio J/edical and 
Surgical Journal, in which he claims the 
importance of such testimony, and ex- 

!)lains the disrepute into which it has 
alien, by proving that exjjerts are always 
called to prove the case of those who 
call them not to discover the truth. He 
advises the formation of a regular board 
of medical experts, as is done now in 
several European countries. Dr. C. 
puoves that a physician cannot be com- 
pelled to give his opinion without suflB- 
oient remuneratio*^, and cannot be ac- 
cused of contempt for not doing so. 
This paper is an able one, and snows 
that its author has studied his subject 
^jery closely. 



Monday Evekxng, May 20. 

Dr. J. J. Knott in the chair. 

Dr. A. R. Alley reported a oaae of jaun- 
dice in a lady twenty years of age.. On first 
visit, found patient languid, with slow 
pulse, pain and tendernees in hypochon- 
driac region, cold, clammy perspiration, 
etc. Next morning, the yellow tinge of 
jaundice appeared. The patient had 
been in trouble a few days previous to 
attack, which was probably the predis- 
posing cause. Gall-«tones passed. The 
treatment used in this case was a glass of 
cider with the yolk of an egg and a ta- 
i>le6poonful of brown sugar given every 
morning for about ten days, under which 
remedy the patient gradually recovered. 
The remedy is laxative and alterative, 
and has a tendency to impart tone to the 
stomach. 

Dr. A. asked the views of members as 
to the nature of jaundice, its treatment, 
etc. 

Dr. Knott said he thought it probable 
that jaundice was often caused hj)r neu* 
ralgia of the stomach, producing con- 
traction of the biliary ducts by impress- 
ing the solar plexus of nerves. He bad 
a patient subject to gastrodynia, who in- 
variably becomes jaundiced after each 
attack. He had used, with good results, 
in this disease, the following prescrip- 
tion : . 

I^. — Carbonate ammoniae grs. xc. 

Lemon juice oz. ij. 

Dose — a teaspoonful every two to three 
hours. It effervesces and forms the ci- 
trate of ammonia. |t allays nausea, is 
diuretic, and acts as a gentle aperient. 

Dr. Word stated that jaundice resulted 
from obstruction to the free exit of bile 
from the liver or gall-bladder into the 
duodenum, the icteric hue being caused 
by the retention of the coloring matter 
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of the bife in the blood. The obolmc- 
tion might ooonr in man j wnft. En« 
gorgemonty or eongMtion of the Uver in* 
terfering with free •eoretion and otimi- 
natton, ioapisatad Ink not flowing freely 
through the dnotsy daodenitis, conges- 
tion or thiekening of the moooue mem* 
brane of the diio^numy conatipation or a 
loaded condition of tbo colon making 
pressure upon the liTtr, interfering with 
the portal circulationy or otherwise im- 
peding the function of the liver ; biliary 
calcalt accomulating in the gall-bladder, 
or lodging in the galKdoct. Mental 
emotion, l^ impreanng the nerves or un- 
favorably affecting the process of diges- 
tion, might produce the disease*; but in 
the case of Dr. Alley, it would seem 
plain that the obstruction was mechan- 
ical — caused by gall-stones. The severe 
spasmodic pain, which was caused 
by the passage of gall-stenes, very 
much resembles what is somewhat 
vaguely termed, in the books, gastralgia, 
gastrodynia, or neuralgia of the stomach. 

Belid^ soon follows after a gall-stone 
has passed, though it may be sometime 
before the yellow tinge of the ey'e and 
skin disappears. If, however, the gall- 
stones accumulate and cannot be dis- 
charged, there will be repeated parox- 
ysms of intolerable jMiin, attendee! with 
rigors, proftise sweats, hiccup, coma, and 
death. 

Dr. Word thought the rational treat- 
ment of jaundice is, first, the adminis* 
tration of an emetic, followed by a bil- 
ious cathartic, as b^ calculated to re- 
move obetructiona from whatever cause, 
and prepare the system for the use of 
acids, diuretics, etc. 

He mentioned a remedy which had re- 
cently been very highly extolled, in 
jaundice, said by the eclectics to be a 
specific— the Oiionanthua Vir^ioa 
(Grandsir Graybeald)— a species of ash 
which grows in our swamps. An infu* 
sion of the root is preferred. He had 
not tried this xemeay. 

Dr. Knott differed with Dr. Word. 
Mechanical canses of obstruction were 
difficult to detect, but thought that the 



pa s eage of a gall-stOBe need not be mis- 
taken for neuralgia. There is a well de- 
ined terdemeeg from stone, and the pmn 
is more circumscribed than in neuralgia* 
He mentioned a fiital case of jaundice in 
his experience, attended with excruciat- 
ing pain in the right side, to relieve 
which, morphia, bypodermically, was 
used. Opium was found necessary to 
keep down pain. The jaundice was not 
general, but appeared in spots. Patient 
directed to keep under the influence of 
opium, as the recurrence of the excruci- 
ating attacks of pain might cause rup- 
ture of the gall-bladder, which, he be- 
lieves, did finally occur, the friends of 
the patient having, contrary to his ad- 
vice, left off the opiates, as a result of 
which the parozyt^m of pain returned^ 
tympanetic disteueion and tenderness of 
abdomen followed, indicating rupture^ 
and peritonitis, from which the patient 
died. 

Monday Evening, June 3. 

Dr. J. J. Knott reported a case of 
paralysis of lower extremities, in a child 
two years old, from reflex action, caused 
by extreme thickening of the mucous 
membrane of the prepuce. He did not 
believe that adhesion of the prepuce to 
the glans was necessarily the cause of the 
paralysis in such cases. In this case, the 
irritation seemed to proceed from the 
mucous membrane of the prepuce, which 
was not adherent to the glans, and ad- 
mitted of a considerable degree of retrac* 
tion. The case was lelieved by ci.rcum- 
cision. 

Dr. 01mst(ad thought that the condi- 
tion of this case, as described bv Dr. 
Knott, was sufficient to account for the 
paralysis, as cases occurred in the female 
from sinople enlargement of the clitoris. 

Dr. H. B. Lee reported a case of 
strangury in a negro man forty years of 
age. The meatus was very much con- 
tracted, and there was great tenderness 
over the lumbar region, and great nerv- 
ous sensibility. The case was relieved 
by an operation for stricture of the me- 
atus. 

Dr. J. C. 01mstead| having seen the 
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•eaie with Dn Lta^ oonfirmed the fiMto m 
aneBttoned, aad stated that the meatas 
iras oMtraoted to a nmarkable sttall 



Dr. J. J. Knott remarked tliAt att« 
thors had said verjr little on this sabject^ 
and but little was known, except what 
was gathered from specialists. He 
thoaght that (slongation of the prepaoe 
was, in many cases, the cause of this coa* 
^itiou. Had treated a case in a youns 
man who bad to be first circamoised« and 
then the meatus, enlarged by incision. 

Dr. Olmstead stated that a monogram 
upon the subject of anterior contraction 
ot the meatus bad been published by Dr. 
Otis, of New Yort 

MATERNAL IMPRESSIONS. 



''Mrs. H., mother of several healthy 
children, was severely shocked duiing 
the preenancy referrea to. in this report 
by a sad accident to her husband, and 
which afterward proved fatal. 

''To make the case more intelligible, 
I will first relate the accident re&rred 
to. Mr. H., a pump-maker, was en-* 
gaged in a well, at the depth of thirty- 
five feet, staying a pump, when the stone 
walls suddenly save way. The stones 
forming a partiiJarch over his head pre- 
vented his being instantly crushed. 
After sixteen hours of anxious, weary 
labor — his voice, faint and indistinct, 
being audible all the time^he was found 
etill living, with his arms and legs 
<)lasped around the pump-log ; a position 
into which he sprang, as he afterward 
.stated, when he felt the stones moving. 
When taken out, cold and numb, his 
feet were turned inward, as in the act of 
'Climbing, Two stones had pressed upon 
him : one, upon the head, left a contu- 
sion ; the other, upon the lumbar region 
of the spine, produced a slough. He 
lived only five days after the accident. 
During this time he was very restiess, 
but much relieved when some person 
leaned over him so tiiat he could clasp 
his hands around them. Mrs. H,, six 
months advanced in pregnancy, was 



Cwnt at. the 9mmi% and nursed her 
band alntoat without iatemissioa up 
lo the time of bis deiih« Three months 
aAMrwaid she gav« btfih toadefomed 
iafent, the abnormaltiM of which bore a 
striking resemblance to the oeoditioo and 
marks on the fiMJmr Modueed by the ac- 
cident in the we^L Its feet were turned 
inward, with doable talipes varus. On 
the side of the head was an eochymosis, 
and in the lumbar region of the spine a 
wound differing from an ordinary spina 
bifida, in there being no abnormal fluid 
in the subarachnoid space, ai^d besides 
the spinal processes and lamin» of the 
part, all the structures external to the 
membranes of the cord were deficient. 
The cord, of normal sise, was visible 
thmugh the membranes. The wounds 
on the head and spine corresponded to 
these referred* to on the fiither; more 
especially the latter, as a slough when 
removed leaves exposed the normal 
structures underneath. The child lived 
five days, the same length of time as the 
fether lived after the accident. Another 
and the most remarkable coincidence 
was that the child resembled the father 
in not resting only when some one held 
its hands firmly grasped. The latter 
eircumstance I could not believe until I 
saw unmistakable evidence of it. As I 
entered the room one day, the child was 
sleeping quietlv, the nurse holding its 
hands inclosed in her own. She men- 
tioned to me the peculiarity, and as I ex- 
pressed myself as being doubtful of the 
fiict, she quietly and gently relaxed her 
hold. No sooner done than the child 
screamed as if in great distress, and as 
soon as she seized them again it became 
calm and quiet, and remained so while 
the hands were held.^'— Dr. MaoKaijf, in 
Qmada LcmceL 



IODOFORM IN DYSBMTERY. 

A writer in MetL Brief says that iodo- 
form is an efficient remedy in ohronie 
dysentery. It is also stroaely recom- 
mended as a remedy for typhoid fever. 
Dose, 1 gr. three times per day in pilL 
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TRSATMllffT OF PILES. 

This must be considered under two 
heads: first, remove predisposing oause; 
second, remove the disease. 

1. If the cause that produces the hem- 
orrhoids is found, it should be removed. 
Persons whose habits of life predispose 
them to piles should be instructed to 
keep their bo web regular bj a judicious 



I borne without the use of chloroform, and 
where the disease is not too &r advanced 
will be sufficient to effect a cure. In 
chronic cases, and those where prolapsus 
exists, other means must be employed — 
ligation and the actual cauterv are here 
indicated. Mode of procedure: The 
bowels should be emptied hy a cathartic 
and washed out thoroughly with a sjrr- 



regulation of the diet. When medicines inge; the patient should be put under 
are needed, I am in the habit of prescrib- the influeDce of an ansesthetic^ as the 



ing a pill composed of one-fourth grain 
«each of aloes, podophyllin, and extract 
of belladonna, and one-twentieth grain 
of strychnine-^— one pill to be taken at 
night when needed. The use of tannin 
suppositories is also beneficial in the 
earlier sta^s, when only a slight enlarge- 
meat of the veins exists. In some cases, 
by this means, contraction of the blood- 
veKels, and radical cure for a time, have 
been brought about. If, however, the 



pain and resulting contraction of the 
sphincter interfere with the operation ; 
the piles should be pulled down ; in a 
woman,' this is easy oy putting a finger 
iu the vagina^ but io a man, considera- 
ble difficulty is sometimes experienced. 
I saw, in a German work, a plan recom- 
mended that seemed very good : it is to 
introduce into the rectum a good^sized 
sponge, to which a string is attached ; 
the sponge can be introduced by press* 



piles are well formed when we are called ing it together ; it expands when in the 

'* n ctum, and, by drawing on the string, 
the piles are pulled out before the sponge ; 
when the piles are all out, the small ones 
are ligatea simply, silk, cat-gut or rub- 
ber being used. The ligature mu3t be 
drawn tight, so that the vessels are en- 
tirely closed. The larger flat or oblone 
piles should be transfixed by a threaded 
needle and tied on each side ; sometimes 
the mucous membrane around the base 
of the pile is cut through to the submu- 
cous tissue to prevent uie ligature from 
slipping. The ligatures are cut short, 
and the whole mass of piles returned to 
the bowel ; the ligated parts slough off, 
and a permanent cure is generally effect- 
ed in a week or ten days. 

The relaxation of the sphincter ani, 
spoken of before, is one of the greatest 
difficulties to overcome, even- if the piles 
are obliterated. Probably the most suc- 
cess can be eflected by the plan lately 
proposed by Voillemer. By the actual 
or galvano-cautery, linear cauterizations 



upon to treat them, only one means of 
<eure exists, namely, surgical interference. 
Salves, lotions, etc., give but temporary 
relief; we should urge our patient to 
aubmit to some surgical operation. 

2. Removal of piles is accomplished 
in various ways. External piles can be 
«imply snipped off with the scissors, as 
hemorrhage need net be feared. Inter- 
aal piles can be cauterized by applying 
tviJng nitric acid and retaking them 
into the bowel ; a slough forms, which 
is cast off in a few days. 

Lately, a plan ha« received veiy favor- 
able attention and extensive trial : it is 
to iinect into the piles earbolic acid, di- 
luted more or less (generally, one part of 
iudd to three of glycerine). The piles 
are each injected with three to ten orops 
of the acid and returned into the bowel ; 
sloughing takes place in a few days, a 
cure being effected by destruction of the 
vessels. 

These different proc^ures ean be 
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are produced io two^ three or foar places, 
the resulting cicatrix producing such a 
contraction that prolapsus does not take 
place any more.—^DR. CAB8TflNS, in De* 
troU LanoeL 



THE STRONG ELiLSTIC BANDAGE. 

The treatment of varicose and other 
chronic ulcers of the leg is so generally 
unsatifl&ctory, that any new method 
promising favorable results is to be 
hailed with delight. 

The latest novelty is the use of the 
strong elastic bandage, with which Dr. 
Henry Martin claims to have cured over 
six hundred cases without a single £iiU 
ure. The bandage is of "pure rubber," 
ten and a half feet along, three inches 
wide, and thickness of No. 21 " Stubs' 
wire guage.*' The length and breadth 
may vary with the size of the limb, but 
this is the most desirabl# thickness. It 
is applied by winding one turn just 
above the malleoli, then one around the 
instep and sole, then spirally up the leg 
to the knee, where it is fastened by tapes 
attached to the end of the bandage for' 
I that purpose. If it is desirable to apply 
it as far as the groin, a bandage eighteen 
to tweenty feet long will be necessary: 
At night the bandage is removed and 
the ulcer protected by a piece of oiled 
linen, or some equally simple dressing. 
In the mornine all traces of oil or cerates 
must be carefully removed, as &tty mat- 
ters tend to injure the rubber, and the 
bandage should be reapplied before leav- 
ing the bed. It should be applied with 
just sufficient snugness to prevent it 
slipping down, and the increase of blood 
in the veins on standing will cause it to 
become of the exact degree of tightness. 
The bandage keeps the leg warm, moist 
and air-tignt, conditions most favorable 
to granulation and cicatrization, and in 
addition the gentle, even pressure so 
supports the distended and weakened 
vascular coats as to prevent that venous 
congestion so frequently the cause of the 
malnutrition of SKin. For the'first one 
or two weeks a papular eruption appears 
under the bandage caused by obstruction 



to the cutaneous follicles. The bandage 
is their best trc atuient. In non-specino 
ulcers no other local treatment is neces- 
sary. The circulation of the limb is 
not stopped, but, owing to the support 
given to the vessels, i» fiicilitated ; thus 
there need be no fear of causing oedema 
of the &o1>— on the contrary, the oedema 
which so constantly accompanies varicose 
ulcers is rapidly absorbed. The occur* 
rence of oedema indicates the improper 
application of the bandage. 

The use of this apparatus is not con- 
fined to ihe treatment of ulcers ; inju- 
ries and diseases of the joints, especially 
of the knee and ankle, are equally ben- 
efitted. In sprains, the Strong elastic 
bandage wound around a joint affords a 
constantly present substitute, externally^ 
for the disabled ligament. The constant 
pressure induces a rapid absorption of 
the exudation among the tissues about 
the seat of injury, and the gentle, equa- 
ble warmth and moisture, which always 
accompany its application, have a most 
favorable effect in alleviating and pre- 
venting inflammation. In diseases of 
the joints marked by effusion, the appli- 
cation of the bandage after aspiration, 
has been followed by complete success* 
In these cases the bandage should be ap- 
plied day and night for six to eight 
weeks. Its use is also recommended in 
disease of bursse mucosse, oedema, erysip- 
elas, and erythema, cutaneous affections, 
and as a reaical cure for varicose veins; 
in the latter case it is supposed to act 
by cavsing adhesion of , the walls of the 
vessels, and their consequent obliteration* 
MecL Record, 



HOW TO DEPRIVE IODINE OP ITS STAIN. 

{Ex* Am. JL Med. JSoiencea.) Add a 
few drops of carbolic acid to the tincture, 
and it will not stain ; moreover, the tinc- 
ture is more efficacious, and its action is 
more certain. M. Boggs recommends 
the following formula for use in injec- 
tions : alcoholic tincture of iodine, three 
grammes ; carbolic acid, six drops ; gly- 
cerine, thirty grammes ; distilled water, 
160 grammes. 
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GHLORATB OF POTASH IN DIABRHOSA. 

In the diarriixBa oocurring most fre- 
quently in nervous and cachectic indi- 
viduals^ which consists of abundant and 
frequent serous discharges^ which proves 
so obstinate to the usual treatment bj 
astringents and narcotics ; which is ac- 
companied neither by increased pain on 
Sressure over the lower part of the ab- 
omen, nor by a coated tongue, and 
which, on post-mortem section, shows, 
as its single anatomical change^ a slight 
redness of the intestinal mucosa, an 
Italian physician has found the chlorate 
of potash to be a valuable remedy. He 
calls it by this name because of his be- 
lief that its cause is a paralysis of the 
vasomotor nerves of the intestinal mu- 
cous membrane, which may in turn have 
its cause in insufficient nervous activity, 
due to disease oi the affected nerve cen- 
ters, or in a sympathy of the entire nerv- 
ous system with the general cachexia. 
He thinks its essential nervous origin 
has becfn already demonstrated by the 
physiological observation, that after the 
removal of the cerebellum of animals, 
diarrhoea always supervenes. * 

This diarrhoea, according to the author 
of the paper, is the most frequent cause 
of death in Italian insane asylums; and 
it was only in those cases that had not 
yet reached a high grade of cachexia, 
that he was successful in averting a fatal 
termination by tonic and nourishing 
treatment. In most cases, treatment by 
the usual method was futile. 

Having observed from the investiga- 
tions of Sasse, that chlorate of potash 
seemed to increase the contractility of 
the muscular fibers in the vessel walls, 
he determined to test the agent in this 
disease. The result of his observations, 
although still requiring more extended 
tests, lead him to the following conclu- 
sions: 

1 . Chlorate of potash undoubtedly has 
a fevorable efiFect upon vaso-paralytic 
diarrhoea. The result is often manifest 
as early as the first day of its adminis- 
tration. 

2. To check the diarrhoea, completely, 



it is usually necessary to continue it for 
several days, and to increase the dose 
according to the severity of the case. 

3. If no improvement of the general 
bodily condition takes place during the 
time it is being given, the stoppage of 
the remedy is followed by a cessation of 
its favorable local effect. Its re-admin- 
istration, however, again produces the 
usual good results. 

4. In the severer cachexiee, accompa- 
nied by gifeat nervous depression, the 
action of this agent is slower ; the diar- 
rhoea is lessened, but not completely 
checked, and returns quite readily. In 
such cases we must rtsort to greatly in- 
creased doses. We must here recollect 
that the vaso-motor paralysis is of a high 
grade, or that organic changes (fatty or 
amyloid degeneration) have already 
taken place in the vessel walls, or changes 
in the mucous membrane (extravasations, 
ulcerations, etc.), which require an ener- 
getic and long-continued action of the 
agent to bring about a return to the 
normal condition. 

6. This remedy is of little or no utili- 
ty if diarrhoea be caused by active dis- 
ease of the intestinal mucosa, (catarrhal 
enteritis, etc.) 

6. It is also of service in senile diarrhoea^ 
in that which precedes attacks of cholera, 
and in certain serous diajrrhoea of warm 
climates. (One case of chronic diarrhoea 
contracted auring a prolonged residence 
in Sicily, was cured by this plan). 

7. The dose varies from 2 to 10 
grammes (30-160 grains) per day, ac- 
cording to the severity of the illness. 

ESMARCH ON CANCER. 

In a recent lecture on cancer, Profes- 
sor Esmarch said that he had frequently 
seen cancer originate upon a syphilitic 
basis, and often where the syphilis had 
been latent for a long period. He ad- 
vised that cancels and malignant growths, 
wherever occurring, should be treated 
by arsenic and iodide of potassium in- 
ternally and externally before proceed- 
ing to an operation. — Maryland Mtd. 
Jour. 
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KOUMISS. I acids increase so as to make it less agree- 

As koumiss will not bear transporta- j able and less well adapted to most cases, 
tion to any oonsiderable distance, it is i It should be kept on ice, or in a veiy 
desirable that the mode of preparing it | cool place, as warmth soon causes the 



should be generally known. I have 
therefore requested Mr. George I. Mc- 
Kelway, of Philadelphia, who has sup- 
plied me with all the koumiss my pati- 
ents have used, to give the formula for 
its preparation. He writes as follows : 
^'The manufacture of koumiss is a very 
easy and simple process. I take — 

B. — Best anskimmed milk <l^* j* 

Yeast (brewers* or old bakers*) grs. o. 

Cane sugar grs. oc. 

^^Keep the mixture at a temperature 
of 80° Fahr. until fermentation is quite 
brisk, stirring it frequently, and then 
bottle, carefully securing the corks with 
strong twine or wire. After twenty-four 
hours it is fit for use. 

^'The object of the addition of the cane 
sugar is the induction of alcoholic fer- 
mentation. If the sugar be left out the 
result is likely to be that lactic fermen^ 
tation only is set up, and the product is 
sour milk. The quantity of sugar used 
has, of course, to be judged by the rich- 
ness of the milk and its consequent rich- 
ness in fermentable constituents/' 

The koumiss thus prepared by Mr. 
McKelway has proved entirely satisfac- 
tory, tt is a vfry Agreeable drink, hav- 
ing a slightly acid taste, and containing 
from three to four per cent, of alcohol, 
one to two per cent, of lactic acid, and is 
highly charged with carbonic acid gas. 
It contains the ordinary ingredients of 
milk, with the exception of the lactose 
(sugar of milk), most of which is con- 
verted into alcohol, lactic and carbonic 
vacids. Koumiss is acid to litmus paper, 
both before and after being freed from 
carbonic acid. lU specific gravity is 
rather less than that of the milk from 
which it has been made (1 .040 instead of 
1.043).' As it is important to retain its 
effervescing character, it should always 
be drawn by means of "champagne tap." 



it. 
It should be used within a few days of k dtsmenoebhcea complicating 



its preparation, since after two or three 
days the alcohol and lactic and carbonic 



caseine to separate into a thick, heavy 
curd. 

Koumiss may be said, then, to fidrly 
represent the nutritive properties of good 
milk, while possessing, in addition, a 
mildly stimulating character. The car- 
bonic acid gas with which it is highly 
charged, acts also as a sedative to the 
gastric mucous membrane, and thus ren- 
ders it well adapted to cases where there 
is much irritability of stomach. — Prof. 
Pepper f in Med. and Surg. Pep. 

PULSATILLA IN DYSMENORRHCEA. 

A. B., 17 years old, came under our 
care November 24, 1876, for acne sim- 
plex of four years' standing. For sev- 
eral years has had disturbed menstrua- 
tion, the periods not being equidistant 
and always preceded by severe pain, and 
often by hysterical attacks with slight 
convulsions. She has also profuse leu- 
corrhoea continuing through the month. 
Treatment appropriate to her acne, to- 
gether with tonics, was instituted. 

Dec. 26. — Ordered tinct. of pulsatil. 
nuttal., two drops in water, an hour be- 
fore meals. To commence its use three 
days before she expected her menses, and 
to discontinue it when any appeared. 

Jan. 5. — Has menstruated since last 
visit, absolutely without pain or incon- 
venience. Continued pulsatilla twice 
daily, 

Jan. 12. — Her leucorrhoea less trouble- 
some. Continue pulsatilla once a day. 

Jan. 25. — Has again menstruated 
without pain, but flowed for two days 
only. 

April 28. — No dysmenorrhoea since 
last date. Have not seen her since. As 
the special treatment for her acne has 
no bearing upon the point under con- 
sideration, it is unnecessary to detail 



ECZEMA. 

C. D., 28 years old, married, came un- 
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der my care March 12, 1877. Her ec- 
zema was of the dry, papular variety, 
situated chiefly about the mouth. For 
several years has suffered intensely at her 
monthly periods, the flow being scanty 
and not lasting more than twenty-four 
hours. Leuoorrhoea moderate. Treat- 
ment ordered for the eczema only. 

March 30. — Continued local and in- 
ternal treatment for the eczema^ and or- 
dered her to take two drops of tinct. 
Jnlsatil. nuttal. for two days preceding 
er periods. 

May 8. — Returned to-day and says 
that she took the pulsatilla as ordered, 
and that she did not sufier at all at her 
next period. After that she lost her 
medicine and did not take any before her 
last menstruation, which was last week. 
On this occasion she had a little but not 
much pain. She was re-supplied with 
the medicine. — Dr. Piffardy in Med. 
Bee. 



PROPHYLAXIS OF SCARLATINA. 

Dr. S. H. Harmon accepts the germ 
theory as applied to all contagious dis- 
eases, and reasoning from that basis, that 
as we have specifics for many animal and 
vegetable parasites, there may be one for 
the peculiar germ causing scarlatina, he 
determined to try hyposulphite of soda, 
^ving it to all the children of any fam- 
ily where the disease had appeared. He 
sums up the results as follows : In eight 
fiimilies he had forty-three children, of 
whom twenty-six contracted the disease, 
or sixty per cent. In every family the 
first was the only severe case, and almost 
always the last to get well : he did not 
have a single death. The do^se of the 
hyposulphite was three-foarths of a grain 
of a grain of syrup for every year of age. 
This remedy is certainly worthy of a fair 
trial. 

ACTION OF ERGOT ON THE UTERUS. 

Dr. C. C. McDowell, in Baltimore 
Medical Society, related a case of a wo- 
man who had never borne a child, to 
whom ergot had been given for the relief 
of hemorrhage. The administration of 
the drug was followed by violent expul- 



sive pains. He related the case to sus- 
tain the opinion that ergot has an influ- 
ence upon the unimpregnated uterus^ 
and over that which never has been 
pregnant. 

ALUM IN AURAL DISCHARGES. 

Dr. Chisolm, in North Carolina Med, 
Joumalf says : 

By means of alum, I have cured dis- 
charges of fifty years' standing in one 
week, and I now find very few aural dis- 
charges, however chronic,that withstands 
its proper application. The method em- 
ployed in using it is first to thoroughly 
cleanse the ear, then wipe dry the pas- 
sage by means of a loose cotton swab 
made at the end of a match or special ap- 
plicator ; after which, puff into the ear 
powdered alum, filling the drum-cavity 
with it. The very first application will 
often indicate a diminished discharge at 
the end of twenty-four hours. The ear 
is then washed out and the alum-powder 
again applied. This treatment is renewed 
once a day until the discharge is so re- 
duced that the powder bloWn into the 
ear continues dry upon its exposed ex-' 
ternal surface. If it has crusted in the 
ear, it may be left for days as a hard 
mass, giving no pain and causing no an- 
noyance. If, after a week or ten days' 
interval, the ear has seemingly stopped 
discharging, the alum-powder remaining 
dry, although in a cake, it may be syr- 
inged out, as if it were a foreign body. 
It usually leaves a healthy mucous mem* 
brane behind it. 

Since powdered alum is so constantly 
and successfully used by me in aural dis- 
charges, I find it convenient to apply it 
through a puff-bottle, wMch expedites 
much the insufflation, and is far prefer- 
able to a quill or pipe-stem. In damp 
weather, I was formerly annoyed by the 
caking and lumping of the alum in the 
bottle, which necessitated frequent dry- 
ing and repulverzation. I now add to 
it, at the suggestion of my assistant. Dr. 
W. A. McDowell, a small quantity of 
lycopodium pow^r, which, when thor- 
oughly triturated with the alum, makes 
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it more volatile^ and not at all disposed 
to lump. Ten grains of lycopodium to 
the drachm of alum are ample. 

In mj own practice^ I have ceased to 
consider chronic aural discharges an ob- 
stinate disease ; for^ under the thorough 
cleansing and the insufflation with alum^ 
I find they yield more kindly to treat- 
ment than any other affection that has 
been of long continuance. One advant- 
age of no small merit in the alum treat- 
ment is that it is incapable of abuse. An 
excessive application can do no harm. 



'Tis 



A 8TBANGE OASB. 

old sayinc: that ^' truth is 



an OJO saying 
stranger than fiction *, and certainly the 
case 1 am about to relate is the strongest 
evidence of its truth. The case in ques- 
tion has reference to the little daughter 
of Mr. Samuel B.^ who resides in North 
East; Simpson county, Kentucky. As 
fisir as I know, both parents of the child 
are healthy, there being nothing in either 
to indicate the hereditary transmission 
of the disease. In March, 1877, she 
reached her fourth year, and at that time 
£ad attained the unprecedented weight, 
for that age, of one hundred pounds. 
She measures eighteen inches across the 
chest, and nearly five feet in height. 
Her mammsB were as fully developed as 
they are at puberty, and she menstru- 
ated regularly. Up to February, 1876, 
though, as shown above, she was remark- 
ably developed, she had given no indi- 
cation of the following strange phenom- 
ena. At that time her person became 
suddenly warmer than normal, and hair, 
soft and downy in color, like that of 
her head, commenced growing all over 
her body. In a short time it had com- 
pletely covered her body with the excep- 
tion of her face, palms of her hands and 
soles of her feet, and the skin was en- 
tirely hid from view. From the entire 
surfiiice of her body there is a constant 
and profuse perspiration, of a very offen- 
sive odor, which is easy distinguishable 
at some distance from her. So profuse 
is it that in half an hour after being 
cleanly washed and dressed, her person 



and clothing will become saturated z» 
thoroughly as if a backet of water had 
been thrown over her. The perspiration 
is characteristic, being of a dark, yellow 
color, and of greater specific gravity 
than usual. Her voice is coarse like a 
man's, and sounds as though she wa» 
speaking in a barrel. Her strength is 
equal to that of a full grown man. Her 
intellect is much beyond her years. Her 
form is perfect. These things altogether 
go to make up the most wonderful case 
I ever heard or read of, and I think 
will be read with interest by every one. 
I will not attempt to account for its 
causation, but leave to the medical phi- 
losophers to solve the problem. — JDb. 
RoBB, in Nashville Jcfur. of Medicine 
and Surgery. 

CARBUNCLE. 

Dr. Crosthwaite (in Jled. Bep,) relates 
three severe cases of carbuncle, treated 
with poultices and carbolic acid, as fol- 
lows: 

J. B. appeared at my office with a car- 
buncle on the dorsum of a middle finger^ 
first phalanx. It was as large as could 
grow on the plate, and so painful that 
he had not slept for several nights. He 
was forty-five years old, of good consti- 
tution, and fair health. I painted the 
surface of the sore freely with concen- 
trated carbolic acid. Upon inquiring if 
the application gave him pain, he said 
no ; that it felt better than it had felt for 
a week. Ordered poultices constantly, 
the caustic to be repeated on each change 
of poultice. Saw him a week afterward, 
and his carbuncle was gone and well^ 
and he informed me that he had not a 
particle of pain after the first applica- 
tion of the remedy. 

TREATMENT OF ULCERS. 

Dr. Mandelbaum, of Odessa, in a pa- 
per in a Berlin medical journal, asserts 
that all ulcers of the leg and other parts, 
whatever their character, age, and ex- 
tent, can be cured by the following 
method. If they are veiy deep, with 
much loss of tissue, and with under^ 
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mined, aneven, callons edges, they are 
first to be scraped away uotil healthy 
;lis8ue is reached, with the modification 
of Volkmann's spoon as su^ested by 
Hebra ; they are then to be covered for 
several days with a thick layer of iodo- 
form until fi^h granulations spring up, 
((as they are certain to do), and until the 
base of the ulcer has reached the level of 
the surrounding skin. When this point 
in the healing process is reached, the 
tilcer is to be strapped daily with equal 
jparts of mercurial and soap plaster of 
rather soft consistence, and carefully and 
evenly applied. Shallow ulcers which 
are covered only with a thick layer of 
pus require no preliminary scraping, and 
«an be at once treated with iodoform, 
andj later on, strapped as above described. 

BEEB AND 8UICIl)E. 

According to the Quarterly Journal ot 
Inebriety, statistics indicate that most of 
the suicides following inebriety occur 
among beer-drinkers. The ultimate ef- 
fect of lager beer, in many cases, is 
melancholy with a tendency to suicide. 
This is most prominent among the Ger- 
mans, whose phlegmatic disposition is 
favorable to such a result. Beer has a 
peculiar psychological action, develop- 
ing a low grade of depression in all 
cases. — Bodon Jour, of Chem. 

NITRITE OP AMYL IN ASPHYXIA. 

Nitrite of amyl, the nitrous ether of 
amylic alcohol, is a straw-colored liquid 
with a specific gravity of .877 and a 
boiling point between 93"" and 99"" C. 
It is a powerful stimulant of the heart, 
and its prompt action renders it of special 
value in cases of syncope and asphyxia. 
It has been used with success io the 
treatment of nervous headache, neuralgia, 
spasmodic asthma, and epilepsy. It is 
administered by inhalation, from one to 
Ave inspirations from the mouth of a 
vial being effectual. 

In cases of apparent syncope from 
choke-damp, smoke, or mephitic exhala- 
tions, its use is also indicated, and in 
ceases of appar^kt death from drowning 



it is likely to prove a potent auxiliary ia 
resuscitation. 

It is suiTsested that in cases of sua* 
pended r^pi»tioi^ whaa this agent can- 
not bo employed in the usual manner, 
it may be conveyed to the stomach by 
the tube, or used bypodermically. That 
further experiments may be tried and 
the matter fully investigated is the ob- 
ject of this communication. — Badon 
Jour, of Chem. 

NEW METHOD OF DRESSING STUMPS. 

Dr. Ed. Gaurreaa, of Quebec, des- 
cribes, in the Lancet, the method he 
adopts, as follows : 

We shall suppose an amputation at 
the wrist. I apply the tourniquet over 
the brachial artery ; I out my naps very 
carefully, that they may adjust as closely 
as possible, and I brine the divided 
parts together, and keep them in apposi- 
tion by means of strips of linen one inch 
in width; soaked in a solution of eqoal 
parts of tincture of muriate of iron and 
water. I lay my strips first horizonlr- 
ally, and then spirally, using moderate 
and uniform pressure, so as to preveat 
subcutaneous oozing of blood, and I 
further saturate the compresses with 
iron. I now slightly turn the screw of 
the tourniquet, to allow of a little blood 
to reach the bandages. The blood 
coming in contact with the iron under- 
goes a chemical change, and forms ft 
thick, adhesive mass, which closes the 
lips of the wound, and excludes all con- 
tact of air. Shortly afterward I remove 
the tourniquet, when no hemorrhage can 
take plaee, owing to complete closure of 
the wound and through compression 
over the veins and arteries. To ensure 
the latter effect more thoroughly, I pre- 
viously envelop the limb up to the elbow 
with rollers of bandage firmly and mod- 
erately placed from below upward. As 
regards the use of a tourniquet, perhaps 
it would be better still to substitute Es- 
march's elastic bandages. 

The points of practical importanee 
gained by the method I submit are the 
following. The wound heals by first 
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iotention ; the healthy living tiasaesuni- 
itiDg without suppuration, or, in other 
words, no "putrefactive fermentation ^' 
takes place, just the same condition — ^the 
aseptic — as claimed for Profiasor Lister's 
method ; the non-use' of ligatures and 
sutures a frequent cause of septic mis- 
chief; and last, though not least, its 
simplicity and astonishing results. 
^ I confess I have had few opportuni- 
ties of testing the merits of my plan of 
treatment, but the whole process is based 
upon such scientific principles that I dare 
hope that it will be Assayed by many, 
and the result honestly reported, 

— Med. and Surg. Rep. 

BXOFTHALMIA TREATBD BY GALVINIZATION 

In the Oacda Hedica Italiana, Dr. 
D'Anoona relates the case of a woman, 
aged nineteen, suffering for two years, 
the symptoms being well marked. 

In spite of all kinds of treatment she 
had arrived at such a stage of cachexia 
that her life was despaired of. At length 
galvanization with ten elements of 
Stohrer's portable battery wajs tried; 
and on finding that it was followed by 
rapid signs of amelioration, it was per- 
severed in for five months. During this 
time one hundred seances, lasting from 
three to five minutes each, were given to 
the patient. She gained thirty pounds 
in weight; her fece lost its paleness, and 
regained its natural color; the exopthal- 
mia disappeared almost completely, as 
well as the enlai^ement of tne thyroid 
body, and the pulse fell fix)m 130 to 90, 
menstruation was restored, and in every 
vespect the health of the patient was en- 
tirely re-established. — Medical & Sargir 
ealBeporier. 



SYPHILIS TRANSMITTED BY VACCINATION. 

It is reported ^hat in a small village 
near Frankfurt en the Oder, twenty-six 
children were vaccinated from a vaccini- 
fer, subsequently found to be the victim 
of hereditary syphilis. Twelve are said 
to have escaped infection, while the 
remainder suffered from constitutional 
disease.— Goa. Med. Itai. Lcmb. 



OVARIOTOMY. 

A correspondent of the Omh writes 
that in the Samaritan Hospital no cases 
are received except those of ovariaD 
tumor. About twenty beds are provid- 
ed and every operation is done in the 
room in which the patient is to lie» 
The patient is fiisteneii down to the 
operating table by a strap over the 
knees and by both hands being strapped 
drmly so that no rooyeknent can occur. 
The anaesthetic used is bichloride of my* 
thelin. A rather free incision is maoe^ 
the contents of the cyst drawn off by 
large trocar, until the tumor can be 
withdrawn, when the pedicle is tied by 
two or more catgut ligatures the tumor 
removed and the pedicle dropped back 
into the cavity. The incision is closed 
by interrupted sutures in the usual way, 
and antiseptic gauze applied. It is 
commonly necessary to dress the wound 
but twice. If the case does well the 
dressing is removed about the fifibh day, 
when die wound is generally found to 
be united. In two weeks the patient 
may be about the ward. 

TREATMENT 0£ FA.VUS. 

Sawicki uses a paste of pulverized 
chalk or gypsum containing 5-10 per 
cent, of carbolic acid. This is applied 
all over the head after cutting the hair 
short. On the third day the dressing is 
removed, the head washed with soft soap 
and water, and the paste reapplied. A 
little oil may be ad(}ed to render the 
dressing more pliable. It is said to effect 
a cure after three or four applications. 
— Frzeglad Lekarslk Krakoski. 



MURIATE OF CALCIUtf IN TUBERCULOSIS. 

This remedy possesses a most wondep* 
ful power in controlling, if not actually 
curing, many forms ot tubercular dis* 
ease. In my experience, I have foun(i 
no remedy on whieh so much reliance 
can be placed in tuberculosis as on this 
salt; more especially, however, this re- 
mark applies to the wasting diseases of 
children. It has been most extensively 
used by me during the past four years^ 
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and with the most gratifying resnits — 
having prescribed it in every form of 
tubercular disease that has come before 
me during this period. — ^Robert Bcll, 
P. R. C. I*., in London Lancet. 

Dr. Bell has used it successfully in 

Imlmonary consumption and in glandu- 
ar and bone scrofula, as well as in tabes 
mesenterica^ and in tubercular periton- 
itis. Dose for adults, 20 grs., more or 
less, after meals. It requires to be per- 
severingly used, and Dr. Bell advises 
nutrition in conjunction with it; th^ in- 
unction of olive oil is also recommended. 
— Lduimnlle Med, News ; London Lancet. 



OPERATIVE TREATMENT OP INTERNAL 

PILES. 

Mr. Annadale discusses the compara- 
tive advantages of the clamp and cau- 
tery, and the ligature in the operation 
for internal piles, in the Edinburg Med- 
tool Jounuil for June, 1877. He claims 
£>r the former the following advantages : 

1. By means of the clamp and cautery 
the piles are at once removed, and do 
not remain in the rectum as dead and 
putrid masses. 

2. The irritation and ,pain are not so 
severe or so prolonged as in the opera- 
tion by ligature. 

3. The patient's confinement to bed 
and to the house is much shorter. 

4. The resulting sores heal more 
quickly, and are attended with less risk 
of suppuration, and it« attendant local 
and general dangers. — Med. Record. 

CHUGHILL'S TINCTURE OF IODINE. 

The following is Churchill's formula 
as given in the fifth edition of his Dis- 
eases of Women. He stated then, 1864, 
that he had been using it for twenty 
years: 

R. lodin. par oi. iiw. 

lodid. potMti OS. m. 

Bpt. rectifioat f os. xii. 

Alcohol f ox. It. SoWe. 

After employing this tincture for thir- 
teen years, ± know no single agent in 
the local treatment of uterine disorders 
at all equal to it. It may be used as a 
stimulant, alterative, counter-irritant. 



caustic, and as a hemostatic, and for the 
purpose of exciting absorption of hyper* 
trophied tissue. Its hemostatic proper- 
ties are of especial utility in the treat- 
ment of hemorrhagic endometritis, and 
aft^r the use of the curette or forcepa 
in the removal of smaller intra- uterine 
growths, hypertrophies of the glandular 
and vascular elements of the lining 
membrane. — American FractUioner^ 



TONSI LITIS. 

My experience in the treatment of this 
disease with the remedies recommended 
in the books has been such as to cause 
me to lay them all on the shelf, except 
aconite. I have treated quite a number 
of cases, and I am free to confess that I 
never saw any decidedly beneficial re* 
suits from the usual remedies, as front 
the use of gargles. In this disease I 
desire to see some improvement in the 
course of twenty- four hours, but I never 
have when treated in the " usual way.'^ 
In the acute disease I give acouite to 
control the fever and iodide of baryta 
Ist., 2 grs., every two hours. A friend 
to whom I recommended it informs me 
that he has used it in chronic hypertro- 
phy of the tonsils, in five grain doses, 
three times a day, with most satisfactory 
results. — Ec. Med. Jour. 



Mr. Augustus Sala, the accom- 
plished litteraiearj bears warm testimony, 
m the Illustrated London News, to the 
liberality of the medical profession. He 
says : ** All the stingy people in Lc ndon 
seem to have come to the front for the 
purpose of abusing the doctors because 
they do not always give dates and items 
in the accounts ^hich they furnish to 
their patients, but make instead a certain 
charge for ^ medical atteodance.' I own 
myfelf that I am somewhat prejudiced 
in the matter. I have had in my day a 
great deal to do witli the doctors, and I 
have found them, as a rule, the noblest, 
the most humane, and the most charita- 
ble of mankind. It strikes me very forc- 
ibly that, so far from being ' fleeced ' by 
the general practitioner, we are often apt 
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'(uDCODSciouBly, of course,) to fleece him 
by croellj deferring the payment of his 
bill. Why shoaid we make him wait 
six months or a year for. his due? He 
has his rent and taxes, and baker and 
butcher, to pay, as we have, and very 
frequently his carriage to keep. Is he 
to eat lint or stethoscopes, or sustain na- 
ture by the hypodermic injection of mor- 
phia, or the external exhibition of coUo- 
'dion ? We should pay our doctors 
promptly, and then we should know 
what they are charging us for.'^ — Med, 
Neu>9. 



ON THE FREQUENT CONNECTION BETWEEN 
ECZEMA AND DIABETES MELLITUS. 

Braxton Hicks states, that of the 
women who applied to him on account 
' of eczema of the genitals, about eight or 
nine out of ten have diabetes mellitus 
in a decided form. This is readily ac- 
counted for, by the irritating action on 
the skin of saccharine urine, but in these 
cases eczema of other portions of the 
body is often present, and is not amen- 
able to the ordinary treatment until the 
glycosuria has been controlled. He 
mentions the well-known occurrence of 
sugar in the urine of patients suffering 
* from carbuncle, and directs attention to 
this association of diabetes with general 
eczema. — Lancet. 



PREGNANCY AND SUCKLING. 

Professor Dupal says whenever a wo- 
man asks you whether, having become 
E regnant, she ou^ht to continue to suckle 
er infant, you snould reply in the neg- 
ative, and advise her to procure a nurse, 
for you may be certain that disturljances 
will manifest themselves before long, to 
the great detriment of the child's health. 

TREATMENT OP SHINGLES BY TOPICAL 
APPLICATIONS OP PERCHLORIDE OP 

IRON. 

Dr. Amedee Mercier speaks highly of 
the good eCfects of this method. It con- 
sists in painting the zona twice daily 
with a mixture of thirty grammes of 
perchloride of iron of the codex and ten 



mm mes of alcohol. M* Mercier (These 
de Paris, March 2, p. 7,) has arrived at 
the conclusion that the treatment of zona 
by topical applications of perchloride of 
iron gives unvarying results, and that 
the alcoholic solutions should be used in 
preference to any other. — London Med, 
Record, 



CARBOLATE 'OP SODA IN THE TREATMENT 
OP NERVOUS AFFECTIONS OF THE RES- 
PIRATORY PASSAGES. 

According to Dr. Pernot, all nervous 
and spasmodic affections of the bronchi 
— asthma, catarrh, influenza, and simple 
colds at the outset — are markedly influ- 
enced by the vapor of this rawcarbolate 
of soda. On whooping-cough its action 
is most striking. He has found, from 
numerous observations, that after from 
two to ten days of treatment the parox- 
ysms of coughing become much less fre- 
quent, less prolonged, and lef« severe, 
the vomiting diminishes or ceases, and 
the respiration becomes easier. He has 
never seen the symptoms become worse 
after his treatment was bep^n. The 
treatment consists in volatilizing the 
liquid by means of heat in the sick-room 
two or three times a day. About dr. x. 
of the liquid are placed in a porcelain 
vessel and exposed to the flame of an 
alcohol lamp. It volatilizes almost com- 
pletely. The patient is allowed to breathe 
a purer atmosphere lor two or three hours 
between each sitting, but a saucer con- 
taining some of the liquid is constantly 
kept under the bed. Dr. Pernot reports 
a lew cases of pertussis and one of 
asthma, which illustrate well the action 
of the remedy, and certainly seem to 
justify all that he claims for it. Where 
a porcelain cup and an alcohol lamp 
cannot he obtained, a heated fire*brick 
may be u^ to volatilize the drug. — 
Lyon Medical, Sept. 23, 1877. 

OIL OF STAVESACRE IN SCABIES. 

• 

B. Squire recommends the use of the 
stavesacre, obtained by expression, as a 
colorless, odorless and unirritating rem- 
edy in the treatment of scabies. 
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FRACTURE OF THE FEMUR. 

Dr. Louis Bauer has qaite a lengthy 

Gper in the St. Loais CUniealBeeord for 
arch on the treatment of fractures of 
the shaft of the femur^ from whicli we 
make the following abstract : 

The first f^art of the paper takes the 
ground that shortening in such fractures 
is not cause<l by muscular contractions 
ibrcing the loweriragment over the upper, 
ibut by the position of the trunk leaning 
toward the affected side, forcing the up- 
per fragment over the lower. In sup- 
port of this opinion he quotes the neces- 
sity of support to the arm in fractures of 
the humerus to prevent the formation of 
A felsc joint. He reviewed Prof. Ham- 
ilton's method of treatment, and contends 
that extension is unnecessary. Dr. B. 
formerly used the wire breeches, but now 
ihas adopted a double inclined egplint, 
made of sheet iron, and fashioned to fit 
the limb from the crest of the ilium to 
the foot. He says he has used this in a 
number of cases without any shortening. 
Dr. B. hiprhly extols Hogden's apparatus, 
but considers the extension feature need- 
less. 

SARRACENIA PURPUREA IN GOUT. 

According to Foucaut the stem and 
root of Sarracenia purpurea is an effect- 
ive remedy in chronic form of gout. It 
is employed in form of an infusion, made 
from 1 to 2 spoonfuls of the powder at 
a time, mornings and evenines, and 
once during the day 1 spoonful made 
into an Ini'usion as a prophylactic. The 
violence of the attacks becomes greatly 
diminished, and the alveolar movements 
more regular. — Arch, der Med, in Ph, 
Zeit /. Bused. 

Dr. Griffith recommends the fol- 
lowing application to tlie ulcerations in 
the severe and very painful sore-throat 
of scarlatina : cliloral, five grains ; gly- 
<^rine, twenty-five grains. After this 
has been applied witli a brush, the pain 
is much diminished, and the patient can 
swallow medicine or food without the 
severe pain which the action caused be- 
fore. — N. y. Med. Jour, 



TO BLISTER THE SKIN EXTEM0RANE0¥8LT. 

Into a watch-glass, pill-box, or any 
similar small receptacle, pour ten drops 
of concentrated water of ammonia aqua 
ammonia fortior) ; cover the liquid with 
a bit of linen or a bit of cotton wool| 
and at once apply the cup to the skin 
where the blister is required. Press so 
that the vapor is confined to the inside 
of the vessel. A red circle will directly 
be observed outside, when it will be cer- 
tain vesication has taken plaqe. Haifa 
minute or so is all the time required to 
obtain the result. The blister may be 
dressed in the usual manner of dealing 
with a blister from cantharides. Acetic 
acid, concentrated, applied to the skin, 
will also in a few minutes produce vesi- 
cation. In each case evaporation should 
be prevented by some suitable covering. 
Bibulous paper slightly wetted with a 
little of the ethereal extract of cantha- 
rides, instantly applied to the skin, and 
covered with a piece of adhesive plaster, 
will answer for the same purpose. — 2>€- 
iroU Lancet. 



WARM BATHS IN TRAUMATIC TETANU 

In a communication to the Winer 
medicinisches Doctoren-Collegium which 
we find published in the Allg. Wiener 
Med. ZeUungy Diu Zechmcister gives an 
account of his treatment of ten cases 
of tsaumatic tetanus; six of these, sev- 
eral being very dangerous ones, recov- 
ered under his treatment. This consist- 
ed in keeping the patient for several (3, 
5, and in one case 11) hours in a warm 
bath, and after a short interval (1-2 
hours) repeating the procedure, retaining 
the patient as long as before. He re- 
sorted to no other internal or external 
treatment. In the course of discussion, 
it was mentioned that this plan was not 
a new one as Dr. Gottlieb Kraus had 
reported cases thus treated in 1869. — 
Clinic. 



The best local anesthetic for dental 
operations is the extract of eucalyptus. 
Apply one drop on cotton to the sensi- 
tive dentine just before excavating. 
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BBACTCAL NOTES AND FOMMULJE. 



TREATMENT OP ALCOHOLISM. 

At the New York State Inebriate 
Asjrlum, Dr. David H. Kitchen, the 
.superintendent, gives the following as 
some of the prescriptions which have 
proved to be most reliable : 

B. — Aeidi phosphorio dil wi x. 

Elixir calisayw ox.88. 

M. Sig. — To be taken at one dose, 
and repeated before each meal. 

R. — Tisotnras nneis Tomiesi git. x. 

TinotnTSB dnohoBSB oa, oi. y. 

M. Sig, — To be taken in ^ter be- 
fore meals. 

R.— Bpt. eetherifl snlph. eo oi. j. 

TinotQr» nnoii ToniicsB gtt. x. 

^ M. Sig. — To be taken when the pa- 
tient suffers from great restlessness. 

R.— Extract hyoBOjami, fld m xx. 

Chloral h jdrat grs. xx. 

-AqoaB ^^^^, q, g^ 

M. Sig. — For inaomnia. 



R.^Extrmct floid hjotojami m. 

Big.— In insamnis, and repeat if neceeaary. 

B.— Extract fluid oonii ^ . . n^ xxx 

Potaaa. bromidi gra. xx! 

"Aqnia q, a, 

M. Sig.— Repeat in oaaea of inaomnia. 

R.— Potaaa bromidi, 

Sodii bromidi, aa gre. xx. 

Aqnaa q^ ,^ 

. Sig.— To be repeated, if neoeaaarj, in caaea 
of inaomnia; partioalarly oaeful where there ia 
marked reatleaaneaa. 

It has frequently been observed in 
this institution, thAt a single glass of 
milk, taken at bed-time, will produce 
the same effect as an anodjne or hyp- 
notic, and as a rule we adopt this course 
before we prescribe medicine ; often we 

Erescribe medicine in milk. Experience 
as also demonstrated that the hot bath 
does more to relieve the unsettled con- 



dition of the nervous system than any 
medicine we can prescribe. — Med. and 
Surg. Rep. 

EARLT RUPTURE OF MEMBRANES. 

Dr. O. E. Newton, of Cincinnati, O.^ 
writes : 

Editor Record: 

Dear Sir — In the April number oi 
your journal, I find some excellent sug- 
gestions from Dr. Posey upon the sub- 
ject of early rupture of the membranes^ 
which article, though good, does not ga 
half &r enough, in my opinion. 

Thirty years' practice has convinced 
me that the majority of tedious labors is 
the result of an over-apprehension against 

fremature rupture or the membranes, 
t has been my custom to keep ready a 
sharpened lead pencil, with which I rup- 
ture the membranes as soon as the head 
of the child passes low enough to define 
it to be in the inferior strait, and there 
be water enough in front to allow suffi- 
cient distention to permit the finger to 
discover the least bag or fullness in front 
of the head. When the waters pass, such 
cases, almost without an exception — all 
things being right — ^assume a more pro- 
gressive character; the pains become 
more rapid and more effectual ; in other 
words, steady and progressive. 

Especially is this the case in very many 
of those slow labors, which are VhoUy 
owing i;o the superabundance of amni- 
otic fluid, preventing the contact of the 
walls upon the child during uterine con- 
tractions. Very many such cases will 
linger for hours without progress, which 
will be at once relieved as soon as the 
walls of the womb are permitted to press 
upon the child with each uterine con^ 
traction. 

^ All persons who show a remarkable 
size slwuld be thus relieved early— by 
early rupture. This has been' my uni- 
form rule. 
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COD-LIVER OIL WITH HTP0PH08PHITE8 

AND WHISKY. 

The following makes a nice and pal- 
atable emulsion : 

01. norrhnflB ^. ox. 4. 

PoIt. aoaoias , oi. 2. 

Syrup pnml Tirg fl. ei. 2. 

Spts. flrnmenti fl. oi. I}. 

Cftloii hjpophosph, 

Sodii bypophofph, tif dr. 1. 

01. gtaltheriiB m 24. 

01. amjgdalBB amsr m 10. 

Aquas q. s. ad fl. oi. 12. 

Dissolve the hypophosphites in the 
>water. Rub the powdered gum arabic 
with a little of the water to a paste^ then 
add a small quantity of the cod-liver oil, 
and triturate thoroughly. Again add a 
little of the water, and some of the oil, 
alternately, under constant trituration, 
until they are thoroughly emulsionized. 
Dissolve the essential oils in the whisky, 
mix this with the syrup, and incorporate 
the latter with the emulsion first formed. 
~^New Remedies. 



R.— 



BORACIC ACID OINTMENT. 

Boraoio add in powdtr 1 pari. 

White wax 1 " 

Paraffin , 2 " 

Almond oil 2 " 

Melt the wax, paraffin and oil with a 
gentle heat, then add the acid, and con- 
tinue stirring until it remains of uniform 
consistence. Before using it should be 
reduced to a soft mass by rubbing it in 
a mortar^' or it may be slightly warmed. 
This is a mild antiseptic ointment much 
used for burns, scalds, etc., in Univer- 
sity College Hospital, London. 

FOR DTSMENORRHCEA. 

For the excruciatine pains often seen 
in feiervous females at the commencement 
of the catamenial period, the following 
will be found an excellent remedy : 

R. — ^Tino. geUominum 
Tino. oamphor, 
Tino. opii deodorised, aa dr. y. 

M. Dose, thirtv drops every two hours 
until relieved; also, in dysentery, after 
the operation of Epsom salts. 



TREATMENT f METRORRHAGIA B Y HY- 
PODERMIC INJECTIONS OF ERGOTINE. 

M. C. Paul, in the BuU. de Therap.y 
gives the details of 14 cases in which toe 
uterine hemorrhage was arrested in from 
6 to 16 minutes by the following solu- 
tion : 

Ergotine 2 grammes. 

Water, 

Gljoerin, aa 16 grammes. 

of which from 1 to 2 eiammes were in- 
jected. M. Paul concludes that the hy- 
podermic injection of ergotine is the most 
rapid and the most efficacious means that 
we have at our disposal in the treatment- 
of metrorrhagia. — Clinie. 

NEUTRALIZING CORDIAL. 

R. — Rhubarb four onneee. 

Saffron one ounce* 

Cardamon aeeds •. one ounce. 

Nutmeg one ounce. 

Soda super carb one ounce. 

Es8. peppermint one ounce 

Sugar refined one pound* 

Brandy and water sniBoient to obtain the 
strength. 

Dose, one to two teaspoonfuls. Use^ 
ful in summer complaints, diarrhoea^ 
etc., etc. 



FOR RIGORS. 

When abont to take a cold or threat- 
ened* with local congestion or inflamma- 
tion, as indicated by oold extremeties, 
rigors, etc., use the following : 

R.— PulYis DoTeri gre. xij. 

Cinohonia grs. xx. 

M. Make three powders. Go to bed 
with a hot rock to your &et, and take a 
powder every hour until relieved. Pneu- 
monia or pluriiy may be thus aborted ii^ 
the congestive or initial stage of the dis* 
ease. 



GOOD INJECTION FOR QONORRHCBA. 

R. — Bal. copaiba....- 6 drachma* 

White sugar 2 drachms. 

Yellow of an egg, 

Water, 8 ounces.. 

M. and inject frequently. 
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A DURABLE CEMEI^T. 

This cementi which will not only 
withstand the action of concentrated 
.^nd dilate aoids, but is also refractory 
against alkaline leys, ether, alcohols, hi- 
.aulphide of carbon, benzole, and other 
dissolving substance, consists simply of 
a mixture of commercial glycerine and 
finely pulverized litharge. In mixing 
glycerine and litharge, a paste is obtained 
which will harden, in from ten to thirty 
minutes, depending on the larger or 
smaller amount of litharge taken. With 
this cement, all metals, and, in fact, all 
solid bodies, may be fastened* to each 
other, not only in open air, but also 
under water and other fluids, as it hard- 
ens just as quickly and a^ well there as 
in air. It can withstand a temperature 
of 225^, and may therefore be employed 
in any case where at present oil cement 
is used. In connecting ohemical or 
technical apparatus that is exposed to 
ehlorine or hydrochloric acid gas, sulph- 
uric acid, vapors of sulphur, nitric acid, 
and other strongly corrosive fumes, this 
-cement has been found to be excellent. 
The same may be said about the fumes 
of alcohol, ether, bisulphide of carbon 
and carbohydrides in general, which, 
even boiliu^, are totally inactive upon 
it. — Mich. Med. News. 

RHEUMATIC TONIC. 

The following is Dr. Horton's remedy 
for rheumatism — well adapted to cases 
where the disease is associated with in- 
digestion or a debilitated and nervous 
condition of the system— 

R. — Tinotare ef ■trjohnine oi. j . 

Tino. oimioiftiga oi. ij. 

Muriate of morphine gre. zij. 

M. Dose, thirty to sixty drops night 
and morning. 

HOPE'S DYSENTERIC MIXTURE. 

B.^Nitric aoid 8 drops. 

Tino. opinm 40 drops. 

Camphor water 8 ounces. 

M. Dose for an adult, one teaspoon- 
ful. 



A QOOD FORMULA FOR THB SUMMER PI- 
ARRB(SA8 OF CHILDREN. 

]^ • — Sugar of milk oz. as. 



Pepsin. • 
Lactic acid. • • 
Hydrochloric acid. 
Tinct. xanthoxlum. 



. grs. xL 
gutt. 
gatt. 

ars. j« 
Water o«s. jss. 

M. 8. Twenty drops every half hour 
for a child one year old. — St. Ijowm Edeo^ 
tic. 



IMPROVED CHALK MIXTURE. 

R. — Creta. prep. 

Sach alb., aa os. ss. 

Olycerin, pure dr. J|]T 

Cinnamon water os. Ijss. 

Creaeote gits. tij. 

M. Dose, one teaspoonfiil, to be well 
s)iaken. Excellent for acid diarrhoea of 
children. It will keep indefinitely. 

CARRON OIL IN ANAL FISSURE. 

This painful affection, which has here- 
tofore resisted almost all forms of treat- 
ment by local applications, has been 
successfully managed by Carrere, who 
states in AnnaJlea de la Med. de Orand 
that he applies the mixture of lime and 
water ana linseed oil, so commonly used 
in burns. This is done several times 
daily, and in all cases he has obtained a 
cure it at farthest, eight days. — AUeg, 
Med. Cent.-Zeit. 



CHLORAL DANGEROUS IN DELIRIUM TRE- 
MENS. 

In Nephey's MediccU TherapeuticSy it \s 
said : " It has been shown beyond rea- 
sonable doubt, by Dr. Madison March, 
of Louisiana, and later by Dr. Ernest 
Magnan, of Paris, that drunkards do not 
bear chloral at all well. Its use by 
them, even in moderate doses, is liable to 
be followed by sudden death.'' — Detroit 

Lancet. 

« 

DR. ATLEE'S NIPPLE WASH. 

R.-^PalT. gam Ara1>ao dr. ss. 

Bibonfte of soda grs. x. 

Tino. myrrh dr. J. 

M. Apply after sttoking. 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



18» 



Scientific Items. 



PUTREFACTION. 

Professor Tjndall has experimented 
with six hundred different test-tubes, 
containing every variety of infusion^ and 
has found that when the tubes have been 
iieated to boiling, in contact with air, 
free of dust and germs, and then aban- 
doned to themselves, they have never, in 
any one case, undergone the action which 
we style putrefaction, but, on being ex- 
posed for two or three days to the open 
air, the phenomenon of putre&ction at 
once sets in. The conclusion from these 
experiments is, that putre&ction and 
fermentation are due to germs floating in 
the air, and that there is less danger from 
nauseous gases in zymotic diseases than 
from germs likely to be concealed in wa- 
ter. Some form of mote, germ or spor- 
ttle is necessary to initiate the disease, 
< and these are more readily conveyed by 
water than by the air. — Exchange. 

ARTIFICIAL LARYNX. 

Dr. Foulis, of Glasgow, in a patient 
whose larynx had been extirpated, sub- 
stituted a metal contrivance which takes 
the place of the natural organ, and 
throueh which the patient is enabled to 
articulate wonderfully well. The sounds 
are somewhat monotonous, but the vow- 
els are clear and distinct. What next ? 



AN ARMY OF ANTS. 

Mr. Belt gives the following graphic 
account of the excitement caused by a 
marching column of eeitons in the prim- 
eval forests of Nicaragua : 

^^ My attention was generally first 
called to them by the twittering of some 
small birds belonging to different species. 
On approaching, a dense body of the 
ants, three or four yards wide, and so 
numerous as to blacken the ground, 
would be seen moving rapidly in one di- 
rection, examining every cranny and un- 



derneath every &llen leaf. On the flanks, 
and in advance of the main body, smaller 
columns would be pushed out. These 
smaller columns would generally first 
flush the cockroaches, grasshoppers, and 
spiders. The pursued insects would rap- 
idly make off, but many, in their confu- 
sion and terror, would bound right into 
the midst of the main body of ants. At 
first, the grasshopper, when it found it- 
self in the midst of its enemies, would 
give vigorous leaps, with perhaps two 
or three of the ants clinging to its legs. 
Then it would stop a moment to rest, 
and that moment would be fatal, for the 
tiny foes would swarm ftver the prey, 
and, afler a few more ineffectual strug- 
gles, it would succumb to its &te, and 
soon be bitten to pieces and carried off 
to the rear. The greatest catch of the 
ants was, however, when they got among 
some fiillen brushwood. The cockroach- 
es, spiders, and other insects, instead of 
running right away, would ascend the 
fallen branches and remain there, while 
the host of ants were occupying all the 
ground beneath. By and by, up would 
come some of the ants, following every 
branch, and driving before them their 
prey to the ends of the small twigs, 
where nothing remained for them but to 
leap, and they would alight in the very 
throng of their foes, with the result of 
being certainly caught and pulled to 
pieces. — From " Our Six-footed Rivahy^ 
in Popular Science Jdonihly for January^ 

NEW FREEZING PROCESS. 

A Californian has invented an ingev 
nious water faucet, through which, if 
water is drawn, it comes out as cold as 
ice-water. The faucet contains numer- 
ous small tubes inclosed in larger ones^ 
and between the outside of one and the 
inside of the other certain chemicals are 
packed, which produce the desired effect. 
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EBITOBIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS, 



'All commnnlcatioiit relttlng to the batinees of Tbs Rioobd for the yetn 1877 tad 1818. mint be •ddresaed 
to D&. R. C. WORD, Managing Editor Soathem Medical Record, Atlanta, Qa. 

|9*Brief and practical conunnnlcatlons are tolidted on all subjects pertaining to medidne ; alio reports of 

in practice. 
9^8end money by check, postal order or registered letter. 
*Writc yonr name,poBtrOfflce, ooonty and State plainly. 



BE CONSIDERATE. 

Friends, those of yon who haye not pidd joar 
cubsoxiption are requested to do so at oyci. Con- 
eider how mHoh easier for you to raise $2 one 
time in the year, than for us to raise a hundred 
^rery month. 

BE REASONABLE. 

If a dun should, by mistake, be put into the 
journal of one who has paid, let him not fret. It 
is not surprising that such things ooour ocoas- 
ionally in addressing large numbers. And to 
those who hate not paid, we again say, do so at 
onoar DonH wait for bills to be sent. It oosts the 
editors much labor and expense to send out these 
bUlB. 4 

THE NO STAMP AND SAMPLE COPY MAN. 

To the following ode from the Courter^Joumal, to 
the no 9tan^ man, we add an additional verse to 
the tample copy man, who, with a postal oard, 
which oosts him one cent, gets a sample upon 
which the editor pays 2 to 8 cents postage, and 
which is worth in addition 26 to 60 cents per 
copy— 

<*The man's an ignoramus. 
Or, lower yet, a scamp, 
Who writes for information 
And sends no postage stamp." 

— Courier'Joumal, 

And meaner he, who claims M.D., 
With pestle, tile and mortar. 
Who, by pottalt gets his reading free 
From samples worth a quarter. W. 

THE RECORD AT THE NORTH. 

We are gratified at the increasing popularity of 
•ur journal, and the extension of its list 
among the busy practitioners in all sections of the 
Union. During the past year we had additions 
oooasionally coming in from the extreme Northern 
States, giving evidence of the subsidence of those 



bitter sectional pngudioes which in years past 
have prevailed between the sections. Perhaps 
there was less of this bitterness in our profession 
than among others. We give the following extract 
from a letter recently received from a medical man 
in Coming, N. Y, The name of the writer we do 
not take the liberty to publish, though it would 
honor both his head and heart, as we have not 
asked his permission to do so. We commend its 
sentiments to others of our profession : 

"I am one of these who think that by every 
means possible the two sections of our common 
country should get closer together, and know each 
other better. I have observed that our profession 
have led all the others in the early restoration of 
amicable relations between the North and South, 
and none of us have been any the worse for it. I 
served nearly four years as a surgeon in the Union 
army during the late war, and made the acquaint- 
ance of many surgeons, officers and men from the 
South, and ever found them agreeable gentlemen, 
brave to a fault and patient to endure. My recol- 
lections of those trying times are not embittered 
by the reflection that I ever offered an indignity 
to a captured man, but sweetened by the con- 
sciousness that I treated every man in my care as 
best I could, making no distinction between Union 
and Confederate soldiers, our common humanity 
and professional demands making it obligatory 
that the golden rule be our standard in adminis- 
tering to those helpless and friendless." 

PR. CHURCHILL DEAD. 

The eminent Obstetrican of Dublin, Ireland^ 
Dr. Churchill, is no more. He died on the Slst 
of March at Ardtrea, in the county of Tyrone, at 
the residence of his son-in-law. Rev. Dr. Meade, 
where he had lived since his retirement flrom prac- 
tice in 1876. 

The number of obstetrical cases attended by Dr. 
Churchill, exclusive of abortions, amounted to 2.- 
547. 

AMiaioJLN Medical Association. — The meri- 
can Medical Association is appointed to meet in 
Atlanta, Ga., first Monday in May, 1879. 
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BE JUST. 
When called, In mi emergenoy, to tee the oeee 
of ft brother prMtitioner in hie abeenoe, aToid, 
either in langnage or manner, anything oalcnlated 
to iignre or reflect npon his management of the 
«aae. By all means, aToid detailing your eueoees- 
ftil cares of similar cases. This is an unfair and 
insinaatinjg method of seeking indirectly to weak- 
en the confidence of the Mends in the attending 
physician by showing yonr own superior suecess 
or skill in like cases. ** Let another man pndse 
thee, and not thyself 

HTDROBROMIC ACID-CORRECTION. 
By seme unaccountable OTorsight, an article on 
Hydrohromic Add occurred twice in our May num- 
ber. This, of itself, is not a matter of much im- 
portance, and was excused, we trust, by the good 
sense of our readers, but the OTorsight is aggra- 
rated by the use of the drachm mark in a formula 
in the one and the ounce mark in the other. The 
latter is correct We notice the same discrepancy 
in different Journals into which the article has 
been copied. The ox. mark should be used in the 
preparation of the acid as it appears on page 147. 
De Witt C. Wade, of Michigan, prepares the hy- 
drobromio acid as follows : 
B. — Bromide Potass oz. xL 

Crystal. Tartaric Acid. os. xIt. 

Water os. xl. 

PiseolTe the bromide in the water ; then the 
tartaric acid, and keep at a low temperature until 
precipitation ceases. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEES. 

The Medical Bi-weekly makes the following sen- 
flible remarks upon the method of nomination of 
officers in our medical associations : 

" Abolish the nominating committee. It is often 
the tool of the unworthy. It is seldom the guar- 
dian of the most worthy. It can be and has been 
manipulated, and with this record, it is an un- 
sound and unreliable device. State societies hare 
found it to be so. State societies hare, in many 
instances, abandoned it. The nominations should 
be made on the floor, and the election should be 
viva voce. The best men only will then be nom- 
inated, and one of these will ineyitably be elected. 

Nominate the really great physicians of this 
country by open nomination, and elect by the tnva 
voce method. This can be done easily and quickly 
(on the first morning, before tricks and doTices 
are instituted), and the result will giro oniTersal 
aatisfiietion." 



BOOK NOTICES. 

Thi Ambrioav AmQUAniAV— a Journal of An- 
thropology, doToted especially te History, Eth- 
nology and Archoeology — Illustrated. Pub- 
lished quarterly, by Brooks k Bohinkle, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 
This journal is ably edited, and pertains to a 

Tory attractiTc and interesting field of scienttflc 

study. 

liAPno-ELTTROTOMT, a substttuto for the Osssarean 
Section, by S. GaiUard Thomas, M.D., New Tork. 

In this operation the incision is made aboTS 
Poupart*s ligament, extending from the spine of 
the pubis to the anterior superior spinous procees 
of the illium. The peritoneum is turned aside, 
and an incision made through the Taginal wall near 
its Junction with the cerrix uteri, through which it 
is practicable to dellTer the child. FItc cases are 
reported in the above paper, in which the number 
of mothers surYiving are three, and number of 
children four. 

SocTUKEK Homes illustrated, being a collection 
of buildings recently erected by A. C. Bruce, 
Architect and Superintendent, EnoxTille, Tenn. 
A neat little work of 60 pages, to be used, as the 
Author remarks, as*<*suggestiTe studies in practi- 
cal and original designs by which those who 
comtemplate building may profit, and enable 
themseWes to build beautiful and comfortable « 
homes." 

The author is a practical architect, of much 
experience, and those designing to build and who 
desire plans, specification, etc*, would do well to 
communicate with him at EnoxTille, Tenn. 

Fluid Extracts by repercolation, by Edward B. 

Squibb, M.D., Brooklyn, New York. 

A pamphlet of forty-three pages, containing im- 
portant suggestions in pharmacy and showing an 
improTcd method of repercolation. ' 

A new treatment of Spinal diseases, by Meigs 
Case, M.D., Oneonta, New York. A pamphlet of 
interest, containing Taluable suggestions. 

Nnw MBDicmis and their Special Therapeutics, 
by I. J. M. Goes, A. M. M.D., of MarietU, Ga., 
author of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, etc. 
Ohas. E. Ware & Co., St. Louis, printers. 
This work, the author states, contains a con- 
cise notice of most of the new remedies, and the 
more direct action of some of the old ones. Any- 
thing relating to the properties of new modioli 
agents, and especially our indigenous remedleii 
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will ftttraot attention and inttrent. The aothor 
gives notioe of a fortheoming larger work on the 
same snbjeot ; also a work on praetioe, by nhioh 
we infer that he it a Tigorone writer and an ener- 
getio man. We have not found time to examine 
the work critically. 

Observations on Practice, Surgerj, Gjneocology, 
and espeoiallj Obstetrics, by Geo. B. Walker, 
M.D., Professor of Obstetrics in the Medical 
College of ETansTiUe. 
A paper containing many nsefol and praotioal 

suggestions, 

S. H. Kbnxedt's Conoentrated Eztraci of Pinos 
Canadensis. 
See his advertisement. 

See advertisement headed Special Notice, T. 
Crosby, chemist, New York, relative to Vitalized 
Phosphates as Brain and Nerve Food. 

Univbbsitt or thi Citt or Nbw Tobk — Medi- 
cal Department. Examine the advertisement. 

CoLLXGi or Phtsioiaxs and Surobohs, New 
York. Advertisement in present number of 
Bkoobd. 

Samuels, PBHBEBffON & Reynolds, Dbugoists, 
Atlanta, Ga, — This enterprising firm make an 
addendum to their advertisement in our present 
issue, giving notioe of their wholesale agency for 
the house of Merroll, Thorp & Lloyd, of Cincin- 
nati. 

Battlb & Co,, chemists, of St. Louis, adver- 
tise in this issue Bbomidba, which they style the 
"hypnotic par excellence." The combination 
seems admirable, and the profession should give 
it a trial. 

Mbbbbll, Thobp & Llotd. — We invite attention 
to the card of Messrs. Merrell, Thorp & Lloyd, 
Cincinnati, in this issue of our journal, addressed 
<*To Physicians and Druggists." We return 
thanks to these gentlemen for beautiful samples 
of fluid extracts, which have just come to hand, 
to wit — Gelseminnm, Veburnum Prunifblium, 
Hyoseeamus, Belladonna, Aconite, etc. We have 
already tested a number of their preparations, 
and feel safe in saying that they are pure, strong, 
and reliable. As will be seen from their eard 
above referred to, they have established a South- 
em depot at the drug establishment of Pember- 
ton, Samuels and Reynolds^ Atlanta, Ga., where 
their medicines can be had at wholesale rates. 



TO PHYSICIANS AND DRUGGISTS. 

Fluid Extract of BerberU AquifoUum. — We have 
the true Berberis AquifoUnm root in large amonnt. 
It was gathered expressly for us under the direoi 
supervision.of one of the ablest botanists west of the 
Mississippi river. We are now supplying the 
trade with our reliable fluid extract of Berberis 
Aqnifolinm in quantities. Our wholesale acents 
are W. R. Perrick, St. Joseph, Mo.; W. J. *& L.. 
A. Smith, Hartford, Conn.; J. Oi Bnsworth & Co., 
Denver, Colorado, and Pemberton, Samuels & 
Reynolds, Atlanta, Ga. 

Our medioines are furnished by ail these par- 
ties at our lowest price. Phyeicians throughout 
the South will please bear in mind the well-known 
Atlanta drug house above named, and order the 
extract which bears our label, thus securing the 
best. Respectfully, 

Mi.BBBLL, TbOBP & LoTD, 

Cincinnati, 0. 

Gbobob Stinson & Co., Abt Publishbbs, Post- 
land, Mb. — We are in receipt from George Stin- 
son & Co., art publishers, a floral cross, which for 
beauty and delicacy of finish we have not seen 
excelled. Their beautiful engravings are finding 
their way into many households. 

BEDFORD ALUM AND IRON SPRINGS. 

Notice the advertisement of the above celebrated 
waters. These springs possess real merit. The 
water and mass may be obtained in Atlanta, of 
Messrs. Samuels, Pemj^erton & Reynolds, R. Holt, 
and Pinson & Peacock, druggists. 

Wm. R. Wabneb & Co. — New and interesting 
advertisement, by the house of Wm. R. Warner & 
Go., appears in the present number of our journal. 

McKesson & Robbins' new advertisement, at- 
testing the purity and reliability of their Quinine 
preparations, should be carefully read. 

THE DCAGS 0? EUft XOTESB* 

A NOVEL. 
BY EXTTH BU8TIC. 

In the Savannah Weekly News, 20th April, was 
commenced a new serial story, with the above 
title, written by a lady of Savannah. The Weekly 
News is the largest and best weekly in the South. 
It is a complete newspaper, and contains the latest 
telegraphic and State news, markets, etc., an agri- 
cultural and military department. It is adapted 
for general circulation throughout the South. 
Subscription, one year, $2.00; six months, $I.00l 
Specimen copies sent free. Address 

J. H. ESTILL, 

Savannah, Ga^ 

Rboeipted— 1878 : L. S. Brownlee, Thos. & 
Jones, £. L. Smith, H. H. Malone, R. BlacknaU, 
R. C. Runner, P. J. Fonts, W. B. Thomason, D. 
H. Connelly, Blue & Turner, L. P. Hamner, S. H. 
Anderson, J. M. L. Alford, H. R. Thorpe, J. L. 
Phelps, F. M. Fitihugh. 
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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 



TUBERCULAR MENINGETIS, 
TREATED WITH lODIA. 



BY J. W. tTNGER, M:. D., OF MISS. 

I was called to see Mr. H.'s child, 
age one year and font montbs, and found 
it in the following condition : Tongue 
coated with a whitish fur; slight irebrile 
movement; gums red atd swollen.; irri- 
tiable and feverish. Without instituting 
a thorough examination, pronounced all 
due to difBcult dentition, and thought 
there might be some malarial influence 
co-existing. I prescribed, calomel as a 
purgative, with ^bromide potassium and 
sulphate of cinchonidia to allay nervous 
irritabillity ; and to counteract any ma- 
larial impression^ should any exist. 
Thinking this sufficient to entirely re- 
lieve the little patient of all trouble I 
left, and did not hear from it for sev- 
etal days, when I was again s*nt for and 
learned that it had been growing gradu- 



ally worse. I protracted my stay lu 
order to ascertain what the real trouble 
was. The mother was closely interroga- 
ted in the hope of eliciting information, 
upon which to form a correct diagnosis — 
failing to procure any availiableor satSh> 
factory information, 1 directed my at- 
tention to the child, and observed an al* 
ternate contraction and dilation of the 
pupil, with oscillation of the iris ; thi&r 
excited suspicion of mtningitis. I placed 
my hand over the anterior fontanel ta 
determine the amount of blood pressure^ 
and found It full and forcibly pulsating* 
Knowing the intimate sympathy exist- 
ing bit ween the stomach and brainr 
through the ganglionic system of ner\'es,, 
I inquired whether the child hscd been 
observed to vomit at any time^ and was. 
informed it had occasionally, but it did' 
not appear to sufier, befbredr afler^ any 
great nausea ; which is characteristic ♦f 
this sympathetic vomitiBg due to cere- 
bral iniliammation. I next inquired as t<>* 
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that daring the initial stage, diarrho« 
existed, but tabsequently constipatioQ 
obtained. 
Visit after visit revealed other very 



the condition of the bowels, and learned Action of seeing and knowing, that 



serving '- 16 ^orf ^oiiti- and ^tren^kcn 
any conviction of the existence of niinin- 
gi{;is. The ^aehe cerebrale of M. Trous- 
seau, on which he and others place so 
mnoh reliance and valae as a diaenostic 
sign, was present and well marked. This 



my hopes were not without founda- 
tion, and that convalesoenoe was begun, 
i/ complete recovery was never attain- 
ed. I entertained fears of a relapse, 



important features tnfl mfinUiestaiion^, and sb jhronpec^the^paiviits, but ten or 



is a strange phenomenon, admitting of Trei&tment : In the first stage, I gave 



no easy explanation, but when seen is 
highly significant, and due consideration 
and prominence should be allowed it in 
' the assemblage of multiform manifesta- 
tions presenting in this insidious, though 
formidable LstMady. ^he hydfoeephalic 
cry was occasionally heard, and, by way 
of parenthesis, let me here remark, that 



twel^tnontbsbavo eli^aied' sinte; and 
the child is living and seems ta be in 
tolerable health. I attribute the causa- 
tion to a scrofulous diathesis predispos- 
ing ; excited by reflex irritatioui from 
difficult dentition. 



iodide and bromide of potassitim freely 
and frequently for three or four days, 
which auooeeqed in calming the nervous 
irritabillity, and exercised a derivative 
influence on the brain, I gave calomel 
as a purgative. I also kept constantly 
applied a cold compress to the head. I 
had read of Battle & Ck>.^s lodia, and 



no one who ever hears it will allow I thinking it an excellent combination, and 
memory to be so treacherous as to for- 'containing the agent upon which nearly 

every practitioner in this disease relied. 



get its distinguishing and characteristic 
peculiarity. The retmction of the abdo- 
men, spoken of oyOoKs, was absent in 
my case. He claims through this sign, 
to be able to diflerentiate meningitis from 
essential fevers in its incipiency. Billiet 
and Barthis, think it rarely occurs, ex- 
cept In cerebral disease. The pulse at 
first was con8i4erabl;^ accelerated, but 
subsequently became irregular in rythm 
and U)rce ; intermitting, about every 
eight or ten beata. When improvement 
began it fell below the normal standard. 
Bespiration was disturbed by sighing 
and irregularity. There was a dry cough, 
but this was not constant. Thinking 
that a sufficient account bas been given, 
to establish the correctness of my diag- 
nosis, I will now report the issue, with 
the treatment, which proved successful, 
and apologizes for its being sent for pub- 
licatiofi. From th^ commencement of 



determined to test it in this case. I com- 
menced its tise the fourth or fifth day and 
persistently kept it up, and was rewardied 
with suecass through, its nse. While 
this was the main, other agents as ajaxili* 
aries were employed, when individual 
symptoms arose demanding their use. 
I know one case is insufficient to estab- 
lish its value or efficiency in this disease, 
but by reporting this, others might be 
induced to try it, ana thus determine its 
real value. 



CLINICAL BfiPORTS OF THE 
DEMILT DISPENSARY. 



BY DB. L. DUNCAN BULKLEY. 



Seven fxuea of PcUmar Syphilis, — When 
aflecting the palms of the nands and the 
soles of the feet alone, syphilis is so com- 



the pyrexial period, to the close of the mof ly mistaken for other diseases that a 
fever, oecupiea a period of over a month, brief mention of seven eases which have 
when deeiaed and equivocal evidence of been under treatment during the past 
improvement was manifested. I could year may not be without interest and 
not help thinking the apparent improve- profit. It is well known that palmar ce- 
ment was cneating me into a fi»Is6 zeina and psoriasis may simulate the 
security, but soon 1 had the satis- ■ eruption caused by syphilis so perfectly 



sbtnfHERN^litBit^ EECORD. 



195 



tHat it if often p^ matW of crei^Ji difi'out- 
t7 to make the diagnosis m)za ill^ ap-* 
pearanoe'of l^e erupuon alone, ^veral 
of the cases here reported had long pass- 
ed nnrecognie^; ' one . of them having 
been twice in a hospital^ for periods (h 
thret and six months respectirely, with- 
out the true nature of the affection hav- 
ing been recojj^i^^i the treatment be- 
ing purely local, and no investi^tion of 
the constitutional nature of the disease 
being made; andmoreover^ Ihe' effects 
of all previous treatment had been but 
moderate and transitory. 

The lesions of syphilis mar appear 

Xn the palms ana soles either early 
r infection, or as one of the very late 
manifestations of the poison (I have ob- 
served it there as late as twenty years,, 
as far as could be made out, after the 
disease has been acquired), and the cases 
present somewhat different appearances, 
according as the eruption is one of the 
early or late symptoms of the disease. 
In the earlier cases the lesions are apt to 
be multiple, as all the earlier manifesta- 
tions of syphilis, whereas eruptions on 
the palm or sole late in the history of 
fivphilis partalce more of the nature of 
tne latter lesions, and are more common- 
ly single. These seven cases may be 
thus divided, and I will niention first 
the three in whom the palmar and plan- 
tar exhibitions of syphilis occurred early 
in the disease. 

Case I. — Joseph Kelly, aged thirty- 
three, came to I>em|It, February 27, 
1877, saying that he had had a chancre 
on the penis four months previously, 
which was fallowed, at the expiration of 
about a month, by a general, scattered, 
papular eruption. Examination reveal- 
ed the remains of a chancre at the end 
of the meatus; there was somewhat a 
degression and some hardening still re- 
maining, with moderate inguinal adeno- 
pathy. 

The centres of both palms were the 
seats of a distinctly tubercular and squa- 
mous eruption, ^with well-defined mar- 
fins passing abruptly from diseased to 
ealthy tissue; the patches were about 



an incli And ahalf In diametek and near* 
1^ , circular. .On the feet t(iere was a' 
similar eruption of flattened, scaly tuber- 
cles> disposed in a more or le^ circular 
forju, about fn the centre of each sole. 
The color of the eruptions was of a dark 
red where the outer layers of epidern^ia 
were gone, but, where this still was ipr 
tact, they had a dirty^ellow look* witk 
punched-out edge?. There had ijtvcr. 
been any moisture, and little if any^ itch-' 
ing. There was still some of the general 
eruption to be seen on the legs, and soipe 
superficial redness of the fauces exisied. 

He was put under A^ use of mercu- 
rial inunctions into the aides ^vA .thigbs, 
with no local treatment, and on March 
1st it was noted that there bad been veiy 
great improvement in the eruption avery^ 
where. He continued to improve, but 
a6ker some weeks became careless, and 
returned on April lith, aftwr an absence 
of three weeks, with the. eruption worse. 
On May 6th a 8cle^x)-choroiditis was dia* 
eovered. 

He continued under treatment sDme 
w^eeks longer, and the. eroption neariy 
disappeared, when he agaia failed to at* 
tend, and has mot been seen siaoe. 

Case II. — A woman, J. H., aged 
forty-three, acknowledges to having had 
sores in the vulva in March, 1876, which 
were soon followed by a general erup- 
tion, the palms being affect^ at the same, 
or about the same, time. She Has been 
in attendance at the Dispensary nearly a 
year ; she has a family, and as soon as 
the hands improve to a certain point she 
always neglects treatment, and returns 
when they give her annoyance. 

In her case the eruption occupied the 
palms of both bands, being made up of 
isolated tubercles, somewhat elevated, 
fissured here and there with a small 
amount of scaling. The edges of ^he 
eruption, which were made lip of sepa* 
rate papulo-tubercles, in some places 
touching each other, were sharply de- 
fined, as if punched out, and, on raising 
the epidermis, which was loosened &om' 
the inner border, it was seen to run ex* 
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temally down into healtby. tissue beyoDd 
tbeeWptfotJ. ;'V .V*' * 
' She was given k mwA treatment o( 
bichloride of mercury jthd. iodide of pot- 
ash^ with no local tneislii^k/and the im- 
proyen)^t'was very prompt and decided^ 
but, like so many of these patients^ atten- 
dance beeame irregular as the disease 
ffiaiVe less trouble, and at the last note^ 
May St4ih^ there were still some traces of 
thelesion, in the ^ayof li few small flfi- 
sures where former tubercles had been. 

This woman has five healthy children, 
bom before the occurrence of the 
chancre. 

Cabb III.— Hiis pafieht . gives no 
history of inf^tion, but the appearance 
of the eruptioii on the palms is that of a 
more recent syphiloderm, and the follow- 
ing histoty of her pregnancies confirms 
this. She has been married twice and 
bad twelve children by her first husband, 
and Hone by the second ; all the children 
came to Aill term except one which mis- 
carried at three months, the cause of 
which she attributed to fright. All the 
children are heahhy boft one, who is un- 
der treatment for eezema of the leg. 

When first seen both palms were the 
seat of eraptions corresiKsaiding mainly 
in appearance to those described in the 
1^0 preceedlng cases. On the right 
palm there was a clearly-defined, irregu- 
lar patch about one ty one and a half 
inch in diameter, seated at the roots of 
the two middle fingers. On the palmar 
sur&ce of the left hand there were three 
distinct p$ktches at the roots of the last 
three fingers. She was given inunctions 
of mercurial ointment into the sides ^nd 
thighs, am] improvepient resulted, but 
she also was careless^ and tiie caise was 
not followed to the end. 

The following cases are instances of 
the eruption of syphilis occurring on the 
palm and sole later in the disease. 

Case IV. — Ann McC., aged twenty- 
nine .years, has every appearance of 
health, with the exception of the feingle 
lesion on the right palm, which, when 
she first came for treatment (October, 
1876), almost incapacitatedh^r for work ; 



the djpease occupied the lareer portion 
of the internal sur&ce of l!h$ hand, inclu- 
dfifg thj^ fingers and thumb. . Most of 
this suffiiqei was, bereft of epidermis, was- 
ofa deep,'purpUsh red, the larger p&rt 
of it smobth and shiufy, with here ami 
there separate or grouped coberoles, on 
which the new epidermis was beginnings 
again to harden and peel ; where these 
tubercles existed at' or near flexures^ 
there were cracks, which were very 
painful. Hie margins of the: eruption 
were very clearly defined, punched out* 
in appearance, with the edges of the epi- 
dermis.everted, and when this was pmt 
ed on toward the healthy tissue it could 
not be separated without giving pain.. 
On closer examination the greater part 
of the margin could be recognized as^ 
composed of separate tubeix^Ies arranged 
side by side, in some instances rdnnins 
into each dther, at others quite isolated. 

Her history was perfectly conclusive 
of the nature of the disease : her first 
husband confessed to having syphilis^ 
and ten years ago she became infected 
and had the usual phenomena, obstinate 
sore throaty loss of nair, occipital head- 
ache in the afternoon, and three miscar- 
riages at two, three, and fivr months 
respectively, followed by a dead child at 
full term, and two other children which 
lived but a few weeks, and had eruptions- 
which, from the description, were syphi- 
litic. The syphilitic lesion on the palm 
did not appear until tiiree years before 
her visit to me, or seven years after she 
acquired the disease. 

8he was placed upon a mixed anti- 
syphilitic treatment, and made very great 
improvement without any local meas- 
ures ; subsequently, however, these were 
added to expedite the cure and to coun- 
teract the effect of her occupation. She 
also was rather fitful in attendance as the 
handapproaehed acure; and at the last 
note, June 14th, there were still some re- 
mains of isolated tubercles, although the 
hand has long reased to ^ive her any 
great an,.an.'inct'. She was obliged to 
do household work and washing most ot 
the time while ander' treatment, which 
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delayed tl^e recoverj; jfj-eatly, I may 
inentioi^iiD tliis connection, that another 
patient treated some time ngo, who was 
:a silver-plater, and obliged to keep the 
hands in acid much of the time, recover* 
«d completely and remained well of a 
palmar syphifoderm, he taking only the 
mixed treatmisnt internally^ witn no 
local measures whatever. 

Case V. — Mary D., aged sixty, a 
widow woman, has always enjoyed good 
health until a year ago, wnen, as she 
states, after smoking the pipe of a board* 
cr^ she acquifed a general papular erup- 
tion, whicn was preceded by a sore throat, 
and followed by nore eyes and falling of 
Jiair. When frrst seen, June 9, 1877, 
the eruption was confined chiefly to the 
left hand, the rifi;ht bein^ entirely free. 
.The lesion occupied an elliptical surface, 
extending from a little below the wriat, 
over the ball of the thumb, around to 
the roots of the fingers and along the 
ulnar border of the hand, joining the 
starting point just above the wrist ; the 
centre of the palm appeared free. The 
leruptioa was made up of tubercles, 
slightly raised above fhe level of the skin, 
which in some places touched and coa- 
lesced; there was considerable loss of 
the epidermal layer on the affected por* 
tions, with sharply •cut edges. 

On the radial side of the left arm near 
the elbow, also on the right forearm, 
and on the back of the left hand, were 
the remains of a papulo-tubercular erup- 
tion, of dark red color, and on the ante- 
rior surface of the right leg were brown- 
ish stains of a similar lesion. She was 
placed upon a mixed treatment with im- 
mediate improvement to the eruption, 
no local measures being employed. 

Case VI. — James McK., aged fifty 
years,' gives no history of contagion, the 
first lesion of syphilis which he acknowl- 
<edges to being the present eruption, 
which he says came first a year and a half 
ago ; the palmar lesion appeared to be 
but a portion of the papulo-tul^rcular 
eruption existing elsewhere. On the 
surface of the right foot, extending 
around on to the tendp Achillis, also on 



both legs, and to moderate extent on the 
arms, there was an eruption .disposed to 
a great extent in the form of circles and 
(Tvi^tions, composed of flat papulo-tuber* 
cles, in many instances touctiibg each 
f}i\ etj^ In 9th|»iv ii|oTated| 0^9 ^^^fPP' 
p^rvrred eol^, and w^^. bi^t tjop^^nie 
s^afin^ '. Ob the i;jgbt.pal^ was.guerap- 
tioD compost of the same elepa/^bts, and 
exhibiting characteristics corresponding 
to those previonsly'^etailed, w)^ich ;ie^ 
not be repeated, as the lesion presented 
nothing unusual. He was seen but onoe. 

Case VII.— -James H^ggir^, ^ged 
forty-two, a laborer, appear^ at the 
Dispensary first on January 27| 1877, 
fi>r the treatment of an aflectioa of tba 
sole pf the foot, which had lasted ft. year 
and a half. He is a man of more than 
ordinary intelligence for his class and oc- 
cupation, and denied haviug had syphi- 
lis, and was much surpris^ when the 
disease was confidently ascribed to this 
cause; he gave no history o£ ^philis 
as far as could be made out. 

On the middle of the sole of the right 
foot tl^ere existed an irregularly-shap^ 
patch, with circular edges, of diseas^ 
tissue, from which most of the normal 
epidermal covering was gone. On close 
examination it was seen to be composed 
mainly of separate elements, irregularly 
plaoe<l, which preseoted themselves aa 
papular or small tubercular prominences, 
with a dirty-grayish epidermal covering. 
The mareins of the patch were veiy 
clearly denned and sharply cut, theepi* 
dermis standing up at the edge^ and when 
pulled on the layer was found to reach 
down into healthy tissue peripherally. 

For the purpose of clinical study, the 
case being carefulFy watched' by a num- 
ber of medical gentlemen attending the 
clinic,. he was given only meircurial oint- 
ment, for Inunction into the sides and 
thigh»^ with .no local application what- 
ever. The patch fairly melted away 
under the anti-syphilitic treatment; in 
one week, on February 3d, it was discov- 
ered that there was great improvement; 
on March 3d it was noted that the erup- 
tion was nearly gone ; and on March 
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13tbj or six weeks' from the first visit, 
the record reads that there was odIv 



sMiniBg left; the patch had exist€fd one ma began to disappear, and thft amount 



and a half year previously, — N.' T. Med, 
Journal, 



treat^nent for two or three weeks, mark- 
ed improvement was noticed ; the oede-- 



THE tJSE' OF SULPHATE OF 
CXNCHOlrtDIA IN ACUTE 
BRIGHT'S DISEASE AND IN| 
INTEHMITTENT FEVER. 

Bj ^. C. |lc)!rBOHAM,M.D., Pbjrtioitn to St. Mark's 
Hospital, CineisDati. 



OnSeptelnber 21, 1877, I was con- 
joilted by J. A., pf Maude Station, Ohio, 
who was snffi^ring from intermittent fe- 
ver. The usual remedies for that dis- 



of atbum^n in the urine began to dimin- 
ish^ From this time, ontytwenty grains 
of cinchonidia were given daily, and the 
elaierium was given but seldom. About 
December 15^ the cedemi^ disappeared 
completely^ and no trace of albumen i^ss 
to b^ found in the urine. 

About January 1, the patient wa& dis- 
charged from the hospital, and since 
then, there has been no return of the 
u isease 

^ In February, 1878, Willie M., amd 
nine years, came under my care. He 
iad been affected with dropsy for nine 
'months previous to February, 1878. 
]ftis father and mother were not able to 



ease were prescribed, and in fourteen 

diiys the patient was well of the fever.! state what was the beginning or cause of 



A few days after the fever was cured, the 
patient^s lower extremities began to 
swell,, and became oedematous, and in a 
sliort time, they were so much swollen 
that X H. was scarcely able to draw on 
his pantalo<:)os. At this time, he eon- 
salted me again, and, upon examining 
his urine, I found it loaned with albu* 
inen. Frood the oedema present, and tl^e 
albun^en found in the urine, and no 
othef diseikse befng present, I considered 
the case to be one of acute Bright's dis- 
ease. I advised the patient to go to the 
fetl Mary's Hospital, and he entered that 
The patient was twenty-six years of age, 
tall and well developed, and, during his 
whole life, had never been sick untifthis 
attack. The first two weeks he was in 
the hospital, he took small doses of ela- 
ierium, and he also took tincture of dig- 
itialis. With this treatment, he improved 
but slowly. The oedema was not so well 
marked, out the amount of albumen in 
the urine was not diminished. About 
the first of November, he began to take 
thirty grains of sulphate of cinchonidia, 
daily. This was given in ten-grain doses 
three times per day. At the same time, 
he took 25 drops of tincture muriate of 
iron four times per day. Small dieses of 
elaterium were also administered occa- 
luonally. After pursuing this course of 



his sickness, but they were able to state 
that the dropsy had existed for nine 
months, Pis urine was found very al- 
buminous,, and no heart lesion or ether 
diseased condition was found to exist, 
Thi case was diognosticated acute 
Bright'* disease, and the patient at once 
put upon five-grain doses of cinchouirlia 
three times per day, and 20 drops of 
tincture ferri muriat. three times per day. 
Pills, containing small doses of elaterium, 
were also prescribed. The pills were to 
be taken but once a'week. After three 
weeks of this treatment, the dropsy had 
almost disappeared, and the albumen 
was rapidly diminishing in amount. The 
patient has gradually oeen improving, 
and about two weeks ago, upon exam- 
ining the urine, but a sUght trace of al- 
bumen was foiind. The dropsy and 
oedema had disappeared. I think this 
last patient, like the first one, will re- 
cover completely. I have two other pa- 
tients under niy care affected with 
Bright's disease, the one case being acute 
and the other chronic. They have not 
b**en long enough in the hospital to test 
the effects of the conehonidia treatment 
fully, and I have no hopes of the chronic 
case being benefited. As suggested by 
an article in the Qinicy the cinchonidia 
acts well in cases of acute Brigbt's dis- 
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ease^ following ii^terpiittent feyi^t, i^^ I 
have no doubt but it will act well ;b 
cases oocivrriiig after ^ther diseases* 

From Septembfjr. 1877, to My' \, 
1878, 1 bavt treateq 56. c^ses of inteo*- 
mittent fever, in the wards of St. Majy^s 
Hospital^ with ooDchonidia. . Of ttiese 66 
cae(aB, onljr two casen had any return of 
the fever after undergoing a sliort cQprse 
of treatment. Some of the patients h,ad 
been afieoted with the fever for six 
months, and some for a year. ' One \ pa- 
tient had contracted tlie disease in tbe 
South, while living in a swappy region, 
and came North for the express puipofiie 
of undejgoii^ treatment, as he could get 
no relief from the remedies tali^en in the 
South. Several of the ca'ies were from 
the malarious districts of Indiana. The 
usual dose of the cinchonidia given was 
twenty grains, divided into two doses^ to 
be taM3^ four and three hours beforathe 
time for th^ chill. In all of the severe 
case?,^ Fowler's so1uJ;ion and tinct.*ferri 
muriat. were administered in conjunc- 
tion with the cinchonidia. In only poe 
case, 40 grains wereadminis^ered during 
the twenty- four hours, and in onJy a few 
cases, 30 gjnains of cinchonidia were given 
during twenty-four' hours. J never had 
better success in curing intermittent fe- 
ver with quinia than X hav^ had with 
the cinchonidia. In the hoi^pital, th?s 
drug . is administered in . wafers, ten 
grains being placed in each wafer. . In 
private practice, it is pleasant^r to give 
the driig in. capsules, eaeh.one to contain 
five grains. A very small capsule can 
be used if the druggist first mioistens the 
cinchonidia with amylum glycerine be- 
fore putting it in the capsules. I)r. 
Sidney Spencer of St. Bernard, Ohio, in- 
forms me that he uses nothing but cin- 
chonidia in treating cases of intermittent 
fever, and he always succeeds in curing 
his cases as rapidly as he formerly did 
with qninia. 

I am, at present, testing the effects of 
sulphate of cinchona in cases of inter- 
mittent fever. 

In conclusion, I would say that, in mv 
opinion, the sulphate of cinchonidia is 



j^st as elR^tive ^ qpyiii^Trjt^ looks like 
quinia, it has the Sftbjie bittei; t^ste th^ 
quinia ha^ it causes tinnitus. aurittmiriQ 
the same doses that the latter drug does, 
and it requires no larger doses of it to 
oure the fever.— Cyimp. 

In connection with si^Iphate of clnchp* 
nidia, w^ take occasion! to liefer to eih- 
choniik alkajoic^ and tl^e preparation 
from it of a ..tastet^, anti^p^riodic. 
Among a number x>f . articles that naye 
.beep wjritten.in regar4 io (he prepara- 
tion of a tasteless mixture was one which 
appeared in the February number of the 
Anierioan Journal of Pharmacy f (1 871), 
by Dr. J. B^ R. Purnell, from which W? 
quote the- following 5 ' 

" In the case of anything eijiploye<J to 
qonceal the ta^te of quinia sulphate, jand 
Yike bitters, use the bitter ;in powder^ 
avoiding an ^cid, or (with * a ' few exeejH 
tion^) any perfect soluti9n.^' 

COl^GENITAL PHIMOSIS WITH 
At)HEREj!IT PREPUCE. 



BY B.C. LJ^MEK, M. D, 
RMtd before the XIadiaoO Couor^ Medical Sootetj. 

That phimosis may become a source 
of many inconveniences as well as con* 
tribute to the production of organic dis- 
eases, as balinitifi, cystitis and irritation 
if not inflammation of the kidneys, b^ 
been fully dwelt oh by authors and lec- 
turers, as well as established by the ob- 
servation of all regular physicians. 

But the objefct of the present essay i» 
is to call the minds of the members of 
the society to a condition which I am 
certain often follows the above patholo- 
gical conditions as a natural sequence. 
And which I believe might be, and 
doubtless has been, in many instances re- 
ferred to other causes, much to the detri- 
ment of the patient, if not ultimately to 
chagrin of the physician. We propose 
to cons'der phimosis with adherent pre- 
puce as a factor in the production of 
spinal irritation^ or spinal ancemia ; which 
may or may not result in reflex spasm, 
or reflex paralysis. 

It is an universally admitted physi- 
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ological £iot thslt a perfbl^eral irntation 
in any ' part of the body, if long con- 
tinue may'result in either reflex Spasms 
t>r reflex paralysis. The honor of 'first 
directing the attention of the medical 
profession to a condition of semi-paralysis 
as well as th^ loss of the power of oo* 
otdination of muscular action from the 
above causes, is due to Professor Sayers 
of New York CJity, in a clinical lecture 
delivered Oct. 14.1870. 

Previous to this time no author or 
lecturer on either diseases of the nervous 
system, or genito iuiiary organs, had so 
much a6 made reference to the above re- 
aults as dependent upon, Or in conse- 

aiienoe of the pathological conditions lin- 
er consideration. 

The source of irritation in the case is 
to be found in the retention and deposit 
of the sebactous excretion of the corona 
glands, the liquid portion being absorbed, 
we c^carious portion remaining as a 
liard rin^ or ooncretioo. The result of 
a series of cases presented to and treated 
by Professor Sayre will illustrate. 

In \ifhich mtoy or all of the following 
symptoms and conditions were present : 
ISxtreme restlessness, wakefulness, night 
terrors, priapism, urinary troubles, iua- 
bility to speak correctlv, unsteady gait, 
tumbling down^ loss of power or co-or- 
dination, spasmodic action, and finally 
paralysis. 

A synopsis of two of his cases will suf- 
fice to illustrate. 

Case No, 1. Aged four years, had 
never walked ^or talked; face idiotic, 
convulsive movements of both upper and 
lower extremities, lower extremities 
<rieid, tendo Achillis contracted as in 
talipes equinus ; prepuce elongated and 
adherent. Operated and removed hard 
ring of smegma from corona. 

A few weeks later patient talked, 
walked, slept well and fed himself as a 
child of his age usually does. 

Case No. 4. History as given by pa- 
tient's father. Patient three years old, 
very restlens at night, had never slept 
two ooDseeutive hours at night.and then 
on bis hands and knees, irritable, peev- 



ish and Vicious, tottering and unsteady 
in walking, etc. 

. By request of friends he had consulted 
Prof. Sayers', who 'on examination felt 
along. the spine; and by pressufe at a 
certain point, spasmodic movements of 
the child^s limas occurred. Examined 
prepuce, retracted foreskin. Operated by 
splitting foreskin and removing some- 
thing which looked like a silver of bone. 
Ten days after operation, patient be^n 
to eat and sleep well, ana is becoming 
so docile that we hope in a . short time 
he will act like a white man's child. 
Prof. Sayer then said "there Is some dis- 
cussion as to whether reflex irritation 
and paralysis can be produced by the 
above conditions ; but that a score of 
like cases operated oh by him and recov- 
ering perfectly without further treat- 
ment, IS conclusive evidence." 

Drs. Beardsly and Hall have' reported 
a number of cases in eVery respect simi- 
lar to those of Dr. Saver, both in oourse 
of history of cases and results of opera- 
tions. 

One of Dr. Beardsly's cases will suf- 
fice to illustrate. 

Patient seven years old, with complete 
paratrsis ot lower extremities of two 
montns duration ; convulsive movements 
preceding paralysis. 

Adherent prepuce with signs of recent 
iaflammatiou. Circumcised and turned 
out from beneath the prepnce a pent up 
deposit of sebaceous niatter. The pa- 
tient rapidly Recovered without further 
treatment. I am able to ofier three cases 
quite similar to the above ; in all of 
which there existed phimosis and adhe- 
rent prepuce. 

The cases all presented the following 
history ; capricious appetite, imperfect 
nutrition, irritable temper priapism , in- 
somnia unsteady gait ; semi-cnoreic, or 
partial loss of power of co-ordination 
slight epileptiform convulsions but no 
paialysis. But doubtless had the cases 
been neglected and the cause of irrita- 
tion remained, the next step in the pa- 
thological action would have been paraly- 
sis. 
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I was induced io operate by having 
read the results of the cases of Drs. Sayre, 
Beards! ^y ahd Hall, who operated upon 
all and in each case'found phimosis and 
adherent prepuce together with the hard 
rinji: of smegma al corona ; the results 
perfectly charming fn each case ; In a 
few days after operation, all of thB un- 
pleasant symptoms above enumerated 
vanished as would a mist before the 
morning sun. 

Another effect of phimosis either direct 
or indirect } is the formation of a stone 
in the urethra or bladder ; (and especial- 
ly of the phoaphatic calcuUi.) 

I have met with four caaea of stone !n 
the bladder and one case of .urethral cal- 
culus with fistula urethrsBy in the past 
fifteen months ; and in all phimoais ex- 
isted. 

In consequence of the contracted pre- 
putial orifice it is necessary for the pa- 
tient to make use of an unusual amount 
offeree to expell the urine. 

Consequently the bladder is never eii- 
tirely or completely emptied at the time 
of urinatine. The i^etained urine becomes 
decomposea and ammoniacal, cystitis is 
developed, the salts of the urine — especi- 
ally the phosphates — ^are precipitate J, re-' 
suiting in the formation of stone« 

Dr. Packard of Philadelphia savs 
many of the symptoms of stone in tfie 
bladder may be produced 1>y phimosis 
alone. 

Twice in twelve months had he oper- 
ated for phimosis fn which the only 
symptom absent was hsBmaturia. All 
trouble disappejred after operation. 

Statistics prove that in half the cases 
of male children the glands penis cannot 
be exposed, the prepuce being too long 
or narrow. It may be true thouorh that 
in many of these cases nature is capable 
of removing to a very great extent the 
trouble before the patient attains the 
age of puberty. Still the fact remains 
to be met, that the many eai«es would 
have been benefitted by an early opera- 
tive interference. 

I would therefore subniit the sugges- 
tion; that.it is'the duty of Phyeiciaris to 



examine male children who may be un- 
der their professional care, and operate 
npoo the same when in their opinion' it 
would be .for the best interest of the pa- 
tient. ^^ . ' - 

And especially shonld they present 
urinary trouble ; or mal nutrition with 
vague nurotic symptoms ; for as is well 
known a slight peripheral irritation may 
result, if lone continued, in serfous ftmc- 
tional disturbance. — St. Zouu Meduid, 
Journal, 



THE TREATMEJTTOP SOBE 
NIPPLES. 



The measures recommended from an- 
cient times to the present for the treat- 
ment of sore nipples ane past enumera- 
tion, and yet there is nothing which may 
be eknployed with abeolute certainty. 
On this account, the author takes ocea- 
sion to report the following cases in 
which he nas used carbolic acid '^with 
so direct and striking results '^ that he 
deems it his duty to recommend this 
agent in the affection under considera- 
tion : 

I. Frau S.y confined for the first time 
in August, 1876. On the third day, she 
presented upon the right nipple several 
Bssares ana two vesicles which were 
very painful upon nursing the child. 
The ilssures were cauterized, and the 
vesicles opened with the nitrate of silver 
pencil. After lead-water applications 
were made, and less oflen application of 
the child to the affected . side was en- 
joined. In spite of this careful, thor- 
ough treatment, two painAil weeks 
pas&ed away before the nipple was com- 
pletely healed. 

Early in October, 1877, the woman 
was delivered the second time. She 
must have suspended nursing after about 
five mouths, on account of tne new con- 
ception. This time, she showed, on the 
third day afler birth, dpon both nipples, 
several vesicles, as well as several fis- 
sures. The vesicles were emptied, and 
all eiore places were again touched with 
t the nitrate of silver pencil. Ihe pain, 
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upon the wplipation of the • cbUd^ iicas 
dimioist^ed so little tbat^ in the eveningi 
an attempt, was made to protect the 
breast with a rubber nippie shield, but 
this was rejected. The next day, the fis- 
sures were anlaigedj^ verjr red^ ai|d^ like 
the borders of the ve^ic^es, bleeding easi- 
ly* An experio^ent with , carbolic aci^ 
was now deterniined upon. Applica- 
tions of a five per oent, solution were 
emplpyed, which were renewed every 
two or three hours. Of course^ before 
every nursing, the breast w^s carefully 
cleap^ed in orc^r to prevent any taking 
ap pf the acid oy fh^ child. 

The solution was tepid; a clean linen 
cloth was moistened with it and laid 
upon the nipple. Directly after the 
first application, the pain abated, and it 
did not increase when the child was put 
to the previously carefully cleansed part 
The next day, the fissures were smalle^r 
and paler, the eschar gone^ and, after 
two days' longer use of the solution, 
healinfi: was complete. No more pain 
was felt in the breast fiom nursing. 

2. Several weeks after the above, a 
lying-in woman presented, both of whose 
nipples were sore. The nipples were 
well projected and of nor«nal size. Upon 
the surface of the right one, there were 
two fissures, and upon the left one, ose 
fissure, about four mm. long and two 
mm. deep^ the left arising from a burst 
vesicle, with a superficial eschar upon 
the skin of the nipples. This was treat- 
ed in the same manner, but with only a 
two per cent, solution renewed every 
two hours. After, probably, two hours, 
the child was a^in applied; the left 
nipple manifested fiir less sensibility, but 
the right one was yet painful.. The ap- 
plication of the solution was continued. 
Although it was not made regularly the 
next night, the sucking and grasping of 
the child of the left nipple were entirely 
painless. The right one, on the con- 
trary, had been much more painful since 
the day before. Upon inspection, the 
fissures were found decreased in size and 
paler. Notwithstanding the irregular 
employment of the solution, the pain was 



.eased in the right oifple during ^the 
cou^ of the dajTi ^^ tne woman wa» 
able to nurse without the least annoy- 
ance. Eight days afterward, there was 
experienced a new pain of violent char- 
acter in the right nipple^ which was later 
ascertained to procf«a from a small re* 
cently formed fissure. One application 
ofanveper cent, solution of carbolic 
acid wds made. At first, it excited some- 
what severe smarting, but it sufiiced to 
render completely painless the next 
nursing of the child, and m two cUys, 
the fissure had disappeared.. — Ex. 

A BLOODLESS METHOD OF PER- 
FOEMING TRACHEOTOMY. 



We all know that* the statistics in fa- 
vor of tracheotomy, below tlie age of 
three, are not very fiivorable, some prac- 
titioners in. Germany even refusin)2^ to 
perform the operation in croup or diph- 
theria, while some of the hospitals deny 
adnoiission to the patients, as it increfises 
the mortality percentage of their operas 
tive treatment to a very great extent. 
Out of 504 patients, on whom the oper- 
ation of tracheotomy was perforqaea in 
diphtheria, at Professor von Langen- 
beck's clinic during the last six years, 
357, or 70.8 per cent., died. The causes 
of death were principally lobular pneu- 
monia, croupous exudation, extending 
into the bronchi, asphyxia, exhaustion,, 
paralysis of the laryngeal and pharyn- 
geal muscles, and collapse. 

The immediate danger and the sole 
cause of alarm to the inexperienced op- 
erator, iu performing the usual operation 
of tracheotomy, is the bleeding. The 
operation I am about to describe, which 
may be considered -entirely bloodless, is 
the one at present almost universally 
adopted in Germany when operating od 
children. 

This operation of tracheotomy supe- 
rior was first performed by Rose, Pro- 
fessor von Langenbeck's very able as-^ 
sistant, and is carried out in the follow- 
ing manner : 

The little patient is slowly chloro- 
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formed, the maftk bei^g soipewl^t maed 
from the &ce' if a^rbxjTBm of <k>ueniDg 
Bhbnld set in. (l have constructed' a 
chloroform appafatos, yhich may be re- 
garded a^ An extenfiiVel^ modified Junk- 
er's inhaler^ by which the amoupt of 
chloi^fi>rm ibhaled can be exactly' regu- 
lated, and the whole apparatus worked 
with one hand, leaving the other hand 
free to feel the pulse, etc., and to assist 
the operator. This apparatus is in use 
at some of the Berlin hpspitals.) As 
soon as the patient is chloroformed, a 
roller is thrust under the neck^ and the 
head allowed to fall backward ; this gives 
the front of the neck an arcl^ appear- 
ance, and will throw the important parts 
into prominence. The operator now 
seekis the upper margin of the cricoid 
cartilage with the tips of his fingers, and 
makes a Vertical Incision througji the 
skin exajctly in the middle line of the 
neck, beginning about a §raall fingerfs 
width from above the upper margin of 
the cricoid, and extending about an inch 
and a half to two inches oownward. The 
incised parts are drawn asunder, and the 
cricoid cartilage is thus so far exposed 
that, after steadying it with a finger, a 
transverse incision of not quite half an 
inch in length can be made as neear its 
higher margin as possible. By this in- 
cision, the fuscia, which envelopes the 
thyroi(f gland and connects it with the 
trachea, is divided tliroiigh. With a 
pincette, the onerator now seizes hold of 
the lower border of this transverse inci- 
sion, and, in the same way as the perios- 
teum is severed off from the bone in a 
subperiosteal resection, he severs the 
fkscia off from the trflchea in a down- 
ward direction, either with a blunt hook 
or a director, pushing downward with 
the fascia all those veins which cause so 
many diflSculties. Aj» the operator grad- 
ually descends with the director, he un- 
loosens the isthnius of' the thyroid gland 
from the trachea, pushing the gland out- 
ward and downward, and lays the upper 
tracheal rings quite bare, so that they 
can now be seized and opened in the 
usual way. 



. This operation is particularly applica* 
|)le to chUdrefa, especially in those cases 
^here immediate danger tsappreheaded, 
and the operation Is to be performed at 
onc^; It is certainly preferable to the 
operation of tracheotomy inferior, which 
is performed below the thyroid gland^ 
where the trachea lies much deeper and 
18 covered by an extensive plexiu of 
veins. In the operation just described, 
which is made above the isthmus of the 
thyroid gland, the number of cartilage 
rines that can be exposed and cut .into 
will, of course, be more limited thain in 
the inferior operation, and will also^ per- 
mit, .should it be deemed necessary to 
enlarge the opening to extend the inci- 

'sion upward by dividing the cricoid car- 
tilage, which. In children, none need 
hesitate to do. ^ 

Another great advantage in this oper* 
ation is the fact tl^at it does away with 
a staff of assistants. An intelligent nurse 
alone will be able to do all the assistance 
that is required. The incised parts can 
ei^sily be kept asunder with a large, 
strong hair-pin, somewhat stretched to 
represent a large V, the free ends bent 
into half hooks, or two small hairrpins^ 
can be selected, the free ends bent and 
inserted under the incised paris on o]^ 
poeite sides, while the heaa of one pin la 
fiistened to a piece of elastic, wttich passes 
round the back of the neck to the head 
of the other. This operation need, but 
be practiced once or twice to insure con- 
fidence. — Louis Henry, -f^*^** w* BriiUh 
Med. Jowr. — {Clinic.] 

ARSENIC. 



RULES FOR ITS THERAPEUTIC USE. 



Dr. L. D. Bulkley (New York Med- 
iccUJournaif August, 1876), in an ex- 
haustive article on the use and value of 
arsenic in the treatment of skin diseases^ 
reaches the following conclusions : 

1. Arsenic, when administered in me- 
dicinal doses, has quite another action 
from that manifested by poisonous doses.. 
Tue average dose of the former is one- 
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twentj-fourth of a grain of arsenious 
acid, while the smallest toxic dose is 
placed at two grains. 

2. Andenic, in mediciaal doses, does 
not produce any^slow poisoning, h^t has 
been administered for months or years in 
quantities, a small portion of whose ag- 
gregate amount would destroy life at once. 

3. Arsenic, given by a careful practi- 
tioner, in doses to be eftective, need never 
produce any symptomi which should 
cause regret. 

4. Arsenic is eliminated very rapidly, 
cliiefly by the bowels and kidneys, so 
that the urine shows evidences of it in a 
few hours. No trace of it can be found, 
on careful analysis of the body after 
<leath, two weeks after the last dose of 
arsenic. Arsenic, therefore^ does not ao- 
cumulate in the system. 

5. The first symptom of a full dose of 
arsenic is usually a fullness about the 
face and eves, and conjunctive irritation 
and tenderness. This need not be ex- 
ceeded, but may often be kept up with 
advantage to a slight degree until the 
disease yields. Before any harm is done 
by arsenic, either this or a slight nausea 
or diarrhoea manifests itself. 

6. Arsenic should always be given 
with or Just after meals ; it is often best 
to give It alone, or with a small amount 
of bitter infusion. 

7. The bowels should be first well 
purged, and an (X3.casional laxative will 
both assist the action of the drug and 
prevent or modify some of its unpleas- 
ant effects. 

8. If the urine, becomes loaded and 
the tongue coated, it is best to stop the 
medicine for a short time, and give di- 
uretics. Some of these disturbances can 
be prevented by combining an alkali 
with the arsenic. 

9. The most serviceable forms in 
which to use arsenic, named in th* order 
of their value, are — solution of the chlo- 
ride of arsenic, solution of the arseniate 
of potassa, that of the arseniate of soda, 
and the arseniate of ammonia, arsenious 
acid, iodide of arsenic, and the arseniates 
of iron and quinia. 



10. The dose of arsenii;;, small at firrt, 
is to be increased slowly until some of 
its physiological effects are mani^ted or 
the disease yields; it may then be some- 
what diminished. 

11. It is very important that ajraenio 
be taken very regularly and persistent- 
ly, and always under the supervision and 
n^uent inspection of the physician. 

12. Arsenic is valuable in chronic 
rheumatism ; hence, is useful in arthritic 
eruptions. It is serviceable in certain 
neuroses,'as chorea and neuralgia ; there- 
fore, in skin diseases, with neurotic ele- 
ments; it possesses anti-malarial prop- 
erties, and IS, consequently, serviceable 
in diseases of the skin, showing periodic 
symptoms, as intermittent urticaria, etc. ; 
likewise, in patients with other skin dis- 
eases, who have been exposed to mias- 
matic influences. 

• 13. Arsenic is certainly valuable in 
psoriasis, ecssema, pemphigus, acne, and 
lichen in proper cases, ana when due re- 
gard is paid to the secretory organs, and 
to diet and other elements of general 
health, of less certain value in lupus, 
ichthyosis, sycosis, verruca, and cancer- 
ous diseases. It is absolutely useless or 
harmful in the syphilo-dermata, the an- 
imal and vegetable parasitic diseases, in 
elephantiasis grsecorum and arabum, in- 
purpura, true prurigo, herpes zoster, 
scleroderma, molluscum contagiosum 
and fibrosum, keloid, nevus, etc. 

14. The only local application of ar- 
senic, which is justifiable, is either one 
where the strength is so weak, and the 
extent of its use %o small, that there is 
no danger from %})8orpiion, which may 
occur when not expected, or one of such 
a strength as to kill adjoining tissue at 
once, and so prevent absorption. 

INTRAVENOUS INJECTION OF 

MILK. 



A SrSSTrrUTE for TRANSFUSIOy. 
[New York Medicnl Journal, Maj 1878.] 

Dr. T. G. Thomas, in a paper with 
the above title, puts forward very elegant 
reasons why hope should not be aban- 
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don«d in the class of cases where trans- 
fusion of bloody although indicated, is 
impracticable, until the simple operative 
procedure of injecting milx ioto.a vein 
has been tried. He gives first a short 
retume of the history of transfubion, and 
then shows Uiat milk is not after all, so 
very di&reut from blood, or from the 
chyle which is poured into the. bIo#d. 
He finds that Dr. Hodder, of Toronto, 
first resorted to the injection of milk in 
1850, in three moribund cases of Asiatic 
cholera, and that two of them recovered. 
A year ago Dr. Howe, of New York, 
pursued the same course in a case of inan- 
ition accompanying tubucular disease, 
but without more uian ephemeral suc- 
cess. 

Without detailing Dr. T.'s. cases, we 
will only say that he has employed the 
method in three cases. One made an 
excellent recovery, the second died of 
exhaustion, attending suppuration, and 
the third ofprolonged interstitial hem- 
orrhage. The life of the first was cer- 
tainly saved, while a longer lease of life 
was given to the other two than they 
would have otherwise enjoyed. 

Dr. T. alluded to the experiments of 
Dr. Howe, upon dogs, and accounted for 
his nniforni milure on the ground that 
he had used milk which had stood for 
several hours ; whereas it was most es- 
sential that the milk should be absolute- 
ly fresh. The author sums up these 
propositions : 

1. injection of milk is feasible and 
safe. 

2. Only milk removed from a healthy 
cow, and within a few minutes of its use, 
should be used« Decomposed milk is as 
dangerous as decomposed blood, 

'J. A ^iuHs furnished with, arubter 
tube attached, ending m a very small 
cannula, the whole scrupulously clean, 
is in every respect preferable to the more 
elaborate apparatus used in transfusion. 

4. The whol^ proceeding is vastly 
more simple than transfusion^ and offers 
positively no difiBculties. 

5. The injection of milk, like that of 
blood, is commonly followed by a chilly 



and rapid rise of temperature; these 
symptoms, however, quickly subside, 
and improvement follows. 

6. The measure is indicated not mere- 
ly in cases prostrated by hemorrhage, but 
HI -disorders which greatly depreciate the 
blood, like ebolera, ferniuioua anemia, 
typhoid fever, and . as a substitute for 
di0ea8(*d blood. 

7. Itot more than eight ounces of 
milk should be injected at any one opera- 
tion; this, however, may be repeated as 
occasion requires. 

Any accessible vein may be selected ; 
perhaps the cephalic i& preferable, — 
Chicago Med. Ex, 



WARNING AGAINST THE HTPODCRMIC USiT 

Of MORPHIA. 

Dr. Levinstein, of Berlin, says, in hi» 
late work on the "Morphia Mania/^ 
{morphium9ticht)f that it is generally 
caused by hypodermic imections of the 
drue, given oy the medical attendant 
during illness, to relieve pain, and con<* 
tinned by the patients themselves after 
the actual need of it has disappeared, for 
the sake of the mental excitement it pro- 
duces. The danger involved was not 
generally suspected during the first years 
of the use of the new means of adminis- 
tration, but the existence of the Maison 
de Sante, under the medical direction of 
the author, which is devoted to the cure 
of sufferers from this craving, shows 
how la^e its evi) effects must already be. 
The sufferers feel ouite well for a certain 
time, while using tne narcotic, but before 
long^ evident symptoms of disease ap- 
pear. The patients become emaciated^ 
the complexion ashy or dark red, ihe 
eyes lacK lustre, and vision Ls often de- 
ranged; thirsty nausea, and loss of ap- 
petite, constipation, and the secretion of 
albumen by the kidneys, impotence, a 
form of delirium tremens different from 
that Claused by alcoholic excesses, inter- 
mittent fever, and great derangement of 
the moral character, are amon^ the mor- 
bid appearances produced. — Medical and 
Iduvgical Heporter. ^ 
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THE METRIC 8T8TF1I IN A KUT SHELL. 



** Univeraallty, Uniformltr.Precliion, Siflrnlflcraoe^ 
Brevity, and Completena»8. A system or. 
wefghu and meastiree born of fOi 1 lbs« 
ophy rather than of chance." 



BY EDWARD WIGGLltewORTtf, M.D. 

Washinotok, May 3. — Siirgeon- 
General Woodworth, of the United 
States Marine Hospital Service, has is- 
sued a circular, with the approval of 
Secretary Sherman, requiring medieal 
officers of the Marine Hospital Service to 
make use hereafter^ £'>r all official| med- 
ical, and pharmaceutical purposes, of the 
metric system of weights and measures, 
which had already, under the act of 
July 28, 1866, been adopted by this ser- 
vice for the purveying of medical sup- 
plies." — Boston Daily Advertiser, May 4, 
1878. 

The metric system is already legal- 
ized in both America and England. The 
only question now is, which of" the two, 
the most progressive or the most con- 
servative nation on earth, shall be the 
first to definitely and finally adopt it as 
an exclusive system ? [N. JB. — England 
was 400 years behind the continent in 
adopting our present arithmetic] Rus- 
sia nas already taken the pieliminary 
steps towards its final adoption. The 
rest of the civilized world long since 
made the system obligatory, in wnole or 
in part, except that, in Sweden alone, its 
obligatory use is to date from a period in 
the future, 1889. 

Now, what is this metric system? 
Metric is from the Greek word, mdroUy 
a measure, spelled with Epsiion, e short, 
and, therefore, pronounoec met-ric. 

The meter (measure) is, practically, a 
fixed quantity, namely, the ten millionth 
part of the earth's quadrant -from the 
equator to the north pole. With the 
meter, everything can be measured, for 



it is itself the unit of len^h ; a cube, 
the edge of which is the tenth of a me« 
ter, is the unit of capacity (liter), and 
the weight of a cube of "rain water, at its 
extreme contraction, the edge of which 
cube h a hundredth of a meter, is the* 
unit of weight (gram). 

It is the gram alone which concerns 
physicians, for, in the metric systena, 
everything is best prescribed and dis- 
pensed by weight alone -"numbers upon 
a prescription paper being regarded by 
the pharmacteit as representing grams, 
unless the contrary is expressly stated. 
The fractions are always decimal. 

The table is easily learned. It con* 
sists of six words, as prefixes, whether 
we deal with grams, liters or meters. 
These are : deci for tenth, cent! for hun- 
dredth, milli for thousandth; deka for 
ten, hekto for hundred, kilo for thou- 
sand. Having these few words, the 
terms of troy, avoirdupois, and apothe- 
caries' weight, and of liquid measure, 
may be relegated to the limbo of pounds 
sterling, shillings, four-pence-ha'pennies, 
and fiirthings. As we say dime, cent, 
mill, so we say decigram, centigram, 
milligram. These prefixes are Latin, 
and diminish the value. Deka, hekto, 
and kilo are Oreek, and increase the 
value. The mnemonic is G I L P, i. e., 
Greek increases, Latin decreases. Deka 
occurs in the English word decade; 
hekto in hecatomb ; kilo in chiliad. 

^' Being accustomed to the words mill, 
cent, and dime, we shall find the words 
milligram, centigram, and decigram quite 
as simple and easy to pronounce as our 
words pennyweight-troy, hundredweight- 
avoirdupois, scruple-apothecaries, etc., 
notwithstanding tne assertion to the con- 
trary of those who grieve to give up the 
short and sharp Anglo-Saxon words 
used in our present familiar old tables 
of weights and measures." 
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Practioftllj, moreover, for pbyfliolaos; 
the whole system is reduoed to grami^ 
ftnd ceDtigracDS, just as, in monej/to dol- 
lars and cents. On the right 'side of the 
f prescription paper, draw a perpendicular 
ine from top to bottom. This decimal 
line takes tne'place of all the decimal 
points, and obviates the possibility of 
mistakes. This is the way dollars and 
cents are separated on business papers. 
Additional security is gained by writing 
the decimal fraction (centigrams) of half 
size, and raised above the line(ofgram9^, 
since it represents a numerator of Whicn 
th^ denominator, 100, is omitted. To 
make assurance doubly sure, ^' grams " 
may be written over the integer-column 
of figures, and, if wished, the word 
** decimal '' over the decimal column. 

Now, what is a gram ? or rather the 
values, metrically expressed, of our 
present awkward weights ? 

PruMian Pncdcal Preclie 

Grain I = 0.06 0.06 0.065 

Scruple I c=s 1.25 1.25 1.29 

Drachm I = 3.75 4.0 3.89 

• Oz. I = 30.0 32.0 3i.l 

The ** practical ^' table alone ooncems 
us. The ^^ Prussian " ( by order of the 
Pnissian Mioistry, Aug. 29, 1867) is 
given merely to show that oiir table is 
even nearer the actual truth than one 
which has been proved by actual exper- 
ienoe to answer every purpose. The 
values of the grain and scruple area 
little toe samll. As they are used for 
yowerful drugs this is an. error, in the 
right direction. The values of the 
draefam and ounce are a trifle too large, 
bat the proportions and therefore the 
ratio of drug to vehicle are preserved. 

A prescription written metrically is 
always proportionate, and whether the 
pharmacist uses pennyweights,' pounds, 
or tons; giHs, pecks, or chaldrons ; pints 
gallons, or hogsheads, the ratios are pre* 
served, and a teaspoon dose contains the 
same amount of medicine. 

As regards administration, a teaspoon 
represents five grasis ; a tablespoon twen- 
ty grams ; for a teaspoon holos one and 



one-third fluid drachms, a tablespoon a 
trifle more than four times as much. 

In the metric sjrstem eueryihing is 
weighed^ thus obviating the difficulties of 
evaporation, refraction and adhesion, and 
obtainiil^ mor%codven{entIy, more exact 
results. In our old '' systemless s}'Stem/' 
some fluids were measured. How shall 
we obtain with weights, the desired bulks 
of fluids vith varying weights? Must 
we learn the specific gravity of all fluids ? 

NotodaU! 

1. Fixed oilsy honey,. liquid acids and 
chloroform, must at present be preserib- 
ed in our old weights, not measures, ac* 
cording to the pharmacopoeia. Here 
change old weights to metric ones. 

2. Not enough chloroform or ether is 
included in any One prescription to admit 
of harm arising from the amount contain* 
ed in a single dose, even were their 
weights regarded as the same with that 
of water. Moreover, it is not diflicult to 
remember that ether weighs seven -tenths 
as much as water, ohloroform twice as 
mnoh as ether. 

3. There remain infusions and tinc- 
tures, glycerines and syrups. These four 
are used in bulk as doses, or as. solvents 
or vehicle^. The former two may be re- 
garded as identical in weight with water ; 
the latter two as one-thini heavier; and 
when prescribing these we need merely 
write, DV weight, - four-thirds as much as 
we should write for were we prescribing 
water, and we obtain an equal bulk, 
the teaspoon or tablespoon dose will then 
contain the desired amount of the drugs 
employed. • 

Or, simplest of all, we can make any 
mixture up to any desired bulk by mere* 
ly directing the druggist to use enough 
of the vehicle to bring the whole mixture 
up to the requisite weight for that bulk. 

The Metric Bureau, 32 Hawley street, 
Boston, will furnish metric prescrijftion- 
blanks to order, to druggists or physi- 
dans at four-fifths printers rates, or any 
blank can be made sufficiently metric by 
a perpendicular line at the right, headed 
ChrafM. 
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PI8EA8E8 or TOE EYE. . 

From the nature 'and Qondition of the 
different organs that enter into tbe for- 
mation of the eye, it is utterly impossible 
for any one nostrum to meet ail the re- 
quiremeutfli ofthe various diseases. Even 
the saipe disease may require a change 
of treatment. ^ 

There are some diseases of the eye, 
duriog the course of which it is absolute- 
ly necessary for the mitient to be under 
daily observation. Bat a great many 
people suffering from chronic conjunctiv- 
itis or granulated eye-lids, can be ex- 
amined occasionally, and remain at borne 
the rest of the time. We do not make 
this statement as a mere hypothesis, imt 
speak from experience. 

CASE I — CHRONIC coNjuwcTivrris. 

John Hale, »t., 28. Has never bad 
any ophthalmic trouble previous to the 
present attack. About a year ago he 
noticed that when the wind blew into 
the right eye, it felt weak and would 
weep freely. This did not give him 
very much trouble at first,' but later he 
noticed that the weeping becaine more 
marked, so much so at times he had to 
protect it with his hand, or keep it 
closed. He did not have any pain in it, 
neither did the light produce any un« 
pleasantness, but simply the inoonven- 
ience find annoyance from the free secre- 
tion of toars. A few weeks later be no- 
ticed a small amount of muco-purulent 
matter at the inner corner ofthe eye, of a 
morning. He did not have any uncom- 
fortable sensation in or about the eye, 
such as grit or fine sand under the lids. 
A few of the veins in the occular con- 
junctiva were dilated. On everting the 
upper lid it was found that the inflama- 
tion was confined to that portion of the 
conjunctiva that corresponds to the xip- 

r margin and extremities ofthe tarsus, 
n the lower lid the inflammation was 
general, involving the entire conjunc- 
tiva. 

The treatment in 'his cavr began with 
the usual astringeui remedies used for 
conjunctivitis. This might have been 
all that was required, but in the majority 
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ofoases of chjropic trouble, there is mare 
or l^ss debility cf the constWution. ' In 
addition to the aoove he received consti- 
tutional treatment consisting ofthe chal- 
ybeate and bark preparations. Ferrum 
dialysatum is very good given in fifteen 
drop doses thre^ times a day^ after meals* 
Upon this course he made a good recov- 
ery, and has had no trouble with hia 
eyes since. 

CASE II. CHRONIC GRANULAR EYELIDS, 

Clave Jones, set. 33, German. Has 
been troubled with sore eyes for twelve 
years. Does not know any particular 
cause, but thinks it came from exposure 
during a rainv season. The trouble be- 
gan as an ordinary "cold in the eyes.'^ 
At first there way considerable rednesa 
and the eyes would weep freely when ex- 
posed to sunlight. This however passed 
off to a great extent in a ftw days, so that 
he did not consider it necessary to h ve 
them treated. He expecjted, that as they 
had improved so much during the first 
few days, that they would continue and 
be well in a short time. But there re- 
mained a small amount of matter at the 
corner ofthe lids. At first this was not 
lai^r in sise than a pin's head, but jq 
the course of a few weeks it increased to 
twice and three tim/tB that amount. His 
eyes, up to this time, had not pained him^ 
but now they felt as if there was fine 
sand or grit under the lids. This was 
noticed first of mornings and would dis- 
appear as soon as he bathed them in oold 
water, and would feel firstrrate the rest of 
the day. The next morning however, 
they would be in the same condition, 
until after the oold water had been used. 
If he was in the wind they would feel 
weak, and the tears would gather so fast 
that it affected .his vision. Aft;er a while 
the light begsin to be painful, and he bad 
to use eye-goggles. This la^t resort ap- 
peared to ease them for a while, but he 
soon found that his sight was fiiiling. The 
scratching sensation under the lids was 
present during the entire day. When 
he kept his eyes closed and perfectly at 
rest he did not notice it. ' He used differ- 
ent kinds of eye lotions and was prescribe 
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ed for by a nomWr of pbysieMkos but rp- 
eeived odIj temportlry benefit For the 
past three jears he hat done nothins for 
them, and had given ap all hopes of the 
right ^e. 

The oonjanetivse of the lids were red- 
dened and inflamed and presented avel- 
▼etj appearance, in some places it was 
tendinoas. The cornea of the right eye 
looked like a nebulous mass streaked with 
bloodvessels. There were a number of 
ulcers on the cornea. Light was very 
painfnl. Vision wis very poor in this 
eye as he could only count fingers at a dis- 
tance *of six inches. Vision in the left 
eye was ■^^. The lids were not contract- 
ed, and there did not appear to be any 
undue pressure upon the globe. The 
operation of syndectomy had been per- 
formed upon the right eye with no appa- 
rent benefit. 

The treatment in this case was both 
constitutional and local. The first, I 
think as important in this case as the 
second, consisted of the following : 
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Quin. sulph., 
Ferri redact, 
Ext. tarax.. 
Pic. liq., 

Ft. pill. — Sig.: one after meals. 

The local treatment consisted in the 
use of atropine and the mild astringents. 
The eyes were protected from the light 
with a shade. As he was a great smo- 
ker he was advised to indulge as little 
as possible, and to have the eyes well 
protected at such times. Smoking being 
an irritant is injurious to an inflamed eye. 
Atropine was used daily. Bathing the 
eyes in a solution of sulphate of zinc is 
very good in some cases and had a very 
good efiect in this one. Under this treat- 
ment the eyes made a good recovery. 
Caustics were not used in any manner, 
as he had been through one or two cours- 
es of such treatment. He stated that 
one physician to whom he applied, used 
a solution tUat felt like live fire cdalsin 
the eye, the pain produced being almost 
intolerable. — Lanod and Oburver. 
2 



ABM PRB8ENTATI0N8. 

Meadows, in his Manual oj MiAmfary^ 
says, under the heading of ^ rreseotatiom 
of the Upper £xtFtmity,'^that little time 
should be lost in trying questionable ex*- 
pedieats, for there is noi better way 
known than to " turn and dblLver by the 
feet." I believe this m an old axiom^ 
and it is easily remembered. It ma^ 
not be easy to call to mind every rule ioi 
an undetermined case, for arm presenta-- 
tions do not occur often enough to keep* 
us familiar with every feature of the- 
complication. It is not hard to tell, by^ 
the thumb, the fingers, and the palm,, 
which extremity — the right or the left — 
is presenting, and then the problem is> 
not exceedingly blind to determine which 
foot is to be grasped first in order to &» 
cilitate delivery. 

Bight here I venture to* say that not 
one practitioner in a hundred Knows just, 
what to do in a complicated labor, unless 
he has had some experience with obstet- 
ric troubles. In most instances, bbor is 
so simple and easy that the obstetrician* 
is lulled into a state of mental security,, 
which may prove disastrous to his repu" 
tation some pleasant day. 

Preseatation of the upper extremity 
occurs once in about two nundred and 
fifty labors ; hence, a physieian may go- 
through many years of active practica- 
and not meet with an arm presentation,, 
and the first case may come quite early^ 
in professional experience. 

Keeently, I asked a physician, of fif- 
teen years' practice, what was the extent 
of his obstetrical business. He replied 
.that, during the first five years of pro- 
fessional duties, he had iorty oases or 
midwifery. During the suceeeding five 
years, he had sixty cases, and during the 
la'»t five yearB, he had had one hundred 
cases. 1 then asked him if he had ever 
met with an arm presentation, and he 
said that he had not. Now, said I, your 
chance for trouble is near at hand ; jovl 
have had two hundred cases of labor,, 
and no arm presentation. An upper ex- 
tremity pre-entation oceurs once in leas, 
than two hundred and fifty cases. JLo- 
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cording to the law of averages, your 
chance is impending. The mctor re- 

flied that if that be true, it is high time 
waa "reading np*' on the subject. 
"Within a week of that conversation, I 
received a note from him, one night, say- 
ing, " Come to my assistance ; that arm 
presentation has got alonjr." 

When the I'ight hand of the child pre- ! 



in th« perineal or proitstic portion, he 
prefers di valsion. He acknowledges the 
influence of strictares of large caJibie 
(slight contracttoiia) in causing serious 
local and remote troubles. Does not 
think it necessary to incise the meatus 
in everv case of contraction. Admits 
that nearly all strictures are located in 
tlie penile ui^ethra, and says that many 



sents, the right hand of the operator is j deep-seated spasmodic strictures* due to 
to be introduced into the uterus, and the i the existence of trouble located anterior- 
left foot of the child seized" if oiie foot ' ly, and treated as organic strictures by 
can be determined from the other; and ] dilatation year after year, and that they 
it may be stated, in this connection, that | would disappear iipmediately if .the an- 
^vhen the left hand of the child presents, terior trouble were only removed.* 



tlie left hand of the operator is employed 
to seize the rifrht foot of the child. In 



Dilatation only never cures stricture ; 
it may be conducted for many years, but 



either case, gentle traction upon the foot never results better .than in giving a 
causes change in the child's attitude, the i bougie to the patient to be used for the 
nates descending and the head and , balance of iiis life. 

shoulders rising, so that the ])resenting! Dr. Gouley put himself on record, 
arm disappears within the cavity of the ; with cliaracceristic elo(|nence, against 
uterus. If the proper ioot be seized \ nioatomy and internal urethrotomy. He 
and pulled upon, the body of the child ' always uses dilatation or divulsion. He 



turns so easily and c^entlv that no vio- 
lence is done to it ; butifihc wrong foot 



thinks urethrotomy a crime, and that the 
inventors of urethrotomes oni-ht to he 



be grasped, the effort of dra2"ging down- killed. WJien we recall Dr. (x/a excel- 
ward may injure the child's limb or its lent instrument, a sense of relief conies 
back. up to us that ho has not yet expiated 

The mother should be under the in- 'his own oli'ense in th;U respect, for this 
fluence of an aiucsthetic, and the opera- i;«^ntlem:ui, who hus made external peri- 
tor should be deliberate and res- Jute. In I neal uretlirotomv what it is, and has 

* i • * 

a difficult and tedious case, the united given us the tunneled sound, cannot be 

efforts of two or three ])hysicians may 'spared from the sf>here in which he has 
be required. — Ec. Med, Jour, I made such a brilliant record. 

I Dr. Otis recited brieilv his experience 

UKDTirr.AL 8TRirrruRE. I in over (JOO urethrotomes "made with his 

The discus- 5 on of stricture, and the dilating uretlirotomer. Holding that 
relative merits of the different mod«'s of; the urethra is nearly uniform \t\ diame- 
treatment, whether by dilatation, divul- ter throughout, he looks upon any en- 
sion or internal urethrotomy, will al- ' croachmcnt upon its calibre as consti- 
ways insure a large audienee in this city, ' tuting a morbid condition which ought 
where urethrologists are numerous and to be removed. Condemned dilatation 
occupy no very friendly attitude Toward as us^des-^, because it never cures; thinks 
each other. Dr. S. W. Gros-fi, of Phila- ; divulsion may be' applicable to some 
delphia, came over by invitation to let c:ises of deep-seated stricture when hem- 
us know what they are doing in this di-N)rfhage is feared ; has never had a death 
rection in the "City of Brotherly Love.'* I from hemorrhaige, or, indeed, from auy 

He extols internal urethrotomy as su- 1 complication, except extensive vesical or 



perior to dilatation or any other method 
for all strictures in the penile portion of 
the urethra ) but for deep-seated stricture 



renal trouble, and these are limited to 
two or three cases, which were operated 
upon as a dernier reesort With the use 
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«f his perineal toarniquet^ he regards the 
danger of hemorrhage in any case as re- 
duced to so minute a proba\)flity as to 
scarcely be taken into* accoant. Has 
:^een a greet number of spasmodic strict- 
ures in the deep urethra disappear in- 
,8tantly upon the relief of a contractea 



INJtJRIES OF THB HEAD. 

«rokf!if titac srichsbk, f. b. b;, nr uoxm 

DON LANCET. 

Gentlemen,— I wish to direct your 
attention to a peculiar olass of easei^ 
which is amongst the mostintdrestingor 
those that are connected with injuries 



meatus, or upon incising a stricture of of the head, both in the peculiarity or 
large calibre located in the penile* ure- the symptoms and the accuracy with 
thra. Many of these* had been treated, i which the diagnosis can be made, and in 
l^efore coming under his observation, by i which you can give absolnte relief ta the 
dilatation, divulsion, and cutting, under patient^ — I mean those cases in which 
the belief that organic stricture existed, there is an extravasation ot blood be- 
In this way, the treatment of stricture tween the skull and dura mater. They 
had Hid much obloquy brought upon it. are a class of cases that engaged the ai- 
All eases of gleet depend upon the pr^s tention of surgeons very many years ago. 
ence of a stricture at some point in the This subject attracted tiie attention of, 
urethral course, which^ by offering mi- and was very closely investigated by, 
pediment to the flow of urine (it may be siiriijeons of a past generation. You will 
inappreciable), or by disturbing the raus ' find that we have really at the present 
cular rythni, prevents the perfect expul-day been able to add very little to the 
sion of urine,and even if minute quan- information that can be obtained from 
tities be retai'ne^i, it acts as an irritint, the niemoir?^ of tlie French Academy of 
setting up local morbid action, which Surgery and the writings of Pott, Aber- 
niay ext«.ud deep into Fome of the folli- nethy, and Sir Charles Bell. You will 
cles, and even into the snbmuenns tis^^ue, find in their writino^s much valuable in- 
Avitli the effect of m:nntaining tlie dis-- ' tbmiation on all subjects connected Nvith 
charj^re, which invariably baffles all med- ! head injuries, and I cannot but lear that 
ication. Given a ea-^e of g^lcet the ]M'op- the study of the works of these ^reat sur- 
er oourdc to pur.sne first is to search f)r igeon?^ is too much neglected at the pres- 
a stricture, M'hich will invariably be out time. But before I proceed to dis- 
found ; it may be an apparently trivial cuss these extravasations, let me relate 
one, showing but a slight reduction ' a " few ca'^es whiv-h are interesting, 
(l-25th to 1-lOth of an inch) below the ,am«)ng-t other reasons as showing what 
normal calibre of the canal, too .«mall, 'very slii^lit injury may occasion a ii^tal 
i nd ceil, to offer an V noticejible obstrnc- 'extniva«ation. 

tion to micturition; but quite enough to ' Some years ago a little girl was going 
set up the train of symptoms whi'-h con- down stairs with her mother to diunej?. 
stitute gleet, or sfill more serious results. 'She s:ii(l, "I will go first, mamma,'' and 
Xo ordinary steel bougie or sound can started to run doww stairs, but she 
discover the!«e strictures of large calibre; niis-ed her footing and fell forward. 
resort must be had to Otis' olive-shaped Striking her head slightly against the 
bulb, which locates them with the ut- wall, she felt a little daze<.l at the time, 
most accuracy. Of course, the meatus but went to her dinner, ate it, and after- 
must be incised if it is not equal to the 'wards felt slightly sick. She was sent 
urethral calibre; otherwise, no iwstru- to bed, slept soundly, and was dead next 
ment can be introduced which will •be' morning. There was a clot found be- 
suflSciently large to render apju-eciable 'tween the dura mater and the skull on 
any encroachments upon the urethral ca- ' the side of the head that had beeu struck, 
nal. The removal of the stricture al- but without any fracture, 
ways cures the gleet. — N, C. 'MedioaV Many years ago I was called, to Bee a 
Journal, \ lady who had come up to <iOwn for a few 
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dMjB to i^mufle betself. She went ta the 
opera^ and in going down the stairs 
oaoght her ibot lo tibe train of a lady's 
diess. She fell forward and struck her 
head slightlj against the opposite wall. 
She felt a little giddy, and said that she 
would not gp into the theatre, that she 
would retnm heme. She went to bed, 
ftll asleep, and about ten in the morning, 
when the maid 4Mme to wake her,* she 
ibund her so &st asleep that'sfif did not 
like to disturb her ; but about twelve 
o'clock the friends'^got alarmed, and they 
flent for a neighboring medical man, and 
•he came for me. I found her comatose, 
■afiering from compression of the brain, 
and went home to get my trephines, but 
when I came back she was dead. A 
post-mortem examination was made, and 
we found a clot of blood the sbe of a 
small saucer on the side that was struck, 
between the skull and dura mater over 
the course of the middle meningeal arte- 
ry, but without any fracture of the skull. 

Some years ago a cabman was thrown 
•ff his box, and be became slowly coma- 
tose. Three days afler the accident he 
was brought to the hospital. When I 
saw him he was suffering from a pro- 
found coma, and there was some paraly- 
sis of the side opposite to that on which 
he had been struck. I cut down upon 
the skull, and found a starred fracture 
in the right temporal bone. I trephined 
him, and found a large clot of blood 
Qnder the bone. Some blood welled out 
nther freely, evidently firom the middle 
meningeal artery. The flaps of scalp 
were laid down, and be made a very 
good recovery. 

The explanation of these cases given 
by Sir Charles Bell many years ago 
showed experimentally how these ex- 
travasations are occasioned. He took a 
w<k>den malletand struck a forcible blow 
upon the side of the head of a dead body 
in the dead-house. On removing the 
skull-cap he found that the dura mater 
was detached from the seat of the blow, 
although there was no fracturr . He 
went further than this; he made the 
same experiment upon another subject, 



and after haviog BMid* it he injected it 
with soft site. Be i^\)eqted this into the 
arteries, .and found, after the size had 
been allowed to oool, that it had become 
extravasated, and had formed a large clot 
between the dura mater and the skulL 
There you get the exact condition of 
things that we meet with in the wards 
and operating theatre — namely, a separa- 
tion between the dura mater ana the 
skull, and an extravasation of blood be* 
tween the dura mater and skull where 
they are separated. From these inter- 
esting observations it would appear that 
there are two distinct sources of hemor- 
rhage between the dura mater and skulL 
In the first case the middle meningeal 
artery is torn across by a fracture travel- 
ing across the anterior inferior angle of 
the parietal bone; and in the second case^ 
in which the artery is not torn, but au 
accumulation takes place from the small- 
er branches that get torn at the time the 
shaking occurs which separates the dura 
mater nom the skull,, and which allowfr 
oozing to gp on, and produces a slow 
supervention of coma — ^what you may 
call '^surgical apoplexy.'^ It has been 
supposed that the separation between 
the dura mater and skull was effected by 
the impulse of blood driven out from the 
torn middle meningeal artery which 
pushes away the dura mater from its con- 
nexions with tbe skull, and as it pushes 
away the dura mater the cavity so formed 
is filled with blood. ^ Charles Bell 
conclusively proved, by the experiment 
to which I have referred, thatsepan^tioa 
of the dura mater was the primary con- 
dition; and there can, I think, be little 
doubt that the detachment of the dura 
mater is the result of the blow on the 
head, and the filling is the consequence 
of that detachment, and that it could 
not take place if the detachment had 
previously oocurred. , Tbe vacant place 
gradually gets filled up with blood, more. 
rapidly if the trunk of the middle men- 
ingeal artery be torn across, when it will 
beeome full in the course of half or 
three-quarters of an hour after the acci- 
dent* When the main trunk escapes^ 
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and it 19 only the terminal branches 
diat get toni, yoa g«li!IU#Mt 6f o^Mses m 
which the aoeiliqiibti^n 0f I^d0odl goes on 
mticfa more slowly, and im\j eompreeees 
€he brain to sodi an extent as to giv« 
rise to cofata itf t^N eonrae of several 
boars. 



rriis MKDicaL TmBkxumrf of ohildrbk. 

Accorfing to Dr. Eustaoe Smith, of 
London, the alkalies are remedies of sin- 
gular value in the medical treatment of 
^ung children. In all diildren, espe- 
cially in infants, there is constant tenden- 
cy to an acid ftrmentation of their food. 
1 his arises partly from the nature of 
their diet, into which milk and farina- 
ceous matters enter so largely; partly 
from the peculiar activity of their mu- 
cous glands, which pour out an alkaline 
«ecretioo in snch large quantities. An 
excess of farinaceous feod, therefore, soon 
begins to ferment, and an acid is genera- 
ted, which stimulates the mucous mem- 
brane to further secretion. In all 
chronic diseases, and in many of the acute 
disorders, this sonr condition of the stom- 
ach and bowels is present. Alkalies are 
therefore useful — firstly, in neutraliziog 
the acid products of this fermentlition ; 
aind, secondly, in checking the too abun- 
•dant secretion from the muooHs glands. 
A few grains of soda or potash, ^iven an 
hour or two after taking food, will quick- 
ly remedy this .derangement and remove 
the distressing symptoms which arise 
from it. In the chronic diseases, indeed, 
attention to this point is of especial im- 
portance; for by placing the stomach 
and bowels in a healthy state, and insur- 
ing a proper digestion of food, we put 
the child in a fair way of recovery, and 
prepare the way for the administration 
of tonic and strengthening medicines, by 
which his restoration to health is to be 
brought about. 

In prescribing for infants, an aromatic 
ahould always be included in the mixt- 
ure. The aromatics are useful, not only 
for their flavoring properties, but also 
for their value in all those cases of ab- 
dominal derangement where flatulence. 



pain, and spasm, resulting from vitiated 
'siof^otts and ondigeeled foed, are pret- 
eat to inerease the dieoonrfoH of* the 
ptftieat. Suob dyapeptia phenomena mm 
usually relieved rapidly by Oiv an of 
tfaeee agents; and aineeed, etsnamoiti 
caraway-seed, or even tincture, of oa^^ 
cum in minute doses, will be found im- 
portant additions to the prescription la 
all cases where alkjilies are required. 

In prescribing for children, the prosier 
dose of a medicine cannot alwavs be calod* 
lated according to the age of the cbild^ 
and does not in all cases bear the same 
proportion to the quantity suitable for 
an adult. For certain drugs, chiidreti 
show a remarkable tolerance, white to 
the action of others they show as re* 
markable asusceptibility. Thus, opiim^ 
it IS well known, acts upon a child more 
powerfully than would be expected^ 
judging from the mere diflbrence of age. 
It should therefore be given to infiints 
with a certain caution, especially if the 
child be enfeebled by disease. It is. 
however, a medicine which is of especial 
value in the treatment of the diseases of 
infancy, and may be given withont 
fear if care be taken not to repeat the 
dose too frequently. Belladona, on the 
I'ontrary can be taken by children in 
larger quantities. A child of two or 
three years will bear without inconven- 
ience a dose which in an adult might 
produce very uncomfortable symptoms. 
It is important to remember this in giv* 
ing belladona for its sedative eflbets, as 
in whooping-cough. Lobelia, again, is 
a remedy which is very well borne by 
children. Dr. Ringer has given it to 
"very young children," in doses of five 
minims every hour, and in no case has he 
noticed any ill effects to follow its admin- 
istration. Arsenic sheuld be given to 
children over five years of age in the 
same dose as that used for adults, and 
infants a month or two old will take one 
drop of Fowler's solution three times a 
day with great benefit in case of gastric 
catarrh. The influence of mercury upon 
young children deserves remark. . It 
seldom in them produces stomatitis or 
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MlmtiOD; but ao exa&m of 4he drag k 
not tkerefbn hvmleie: its usflaeaoe k 
•een in the imtatioii of the alimiailfiry 
tmowiy which it 80 oAen exeitesi add in 
the proibiiiid aniomia which it iadocee.-*- 

TARIOOCXLS TBEATED BY &UBGUTANBOUS 

UOiLTION. 

Hero ifl a patient with Tarieooele. I 
ihall perform an opeiatioo for ligation. 
I prefer, as a rule, to.ligate, in cases of 
•Tarioocele, with wir^, but here shall use 
a silk ligature. Some of the veins are 
aubeutaneous, I enter the scrotum, pass 
throogh behind the vessels [this manoeu- 
vre is illustrated with a handkerchief 
and the finger], and bring the ligature 
ootb Re-entering at the point of exit, I 
let the needle traverse the tissue super- 
ficially, and bring it out at the opening 
of entrance, thus surrounding the vessels 
subcutaneously. You see here a loop of 
the ligature on the side of the first exit; 
I pull it in and have the veins secured. 
Tb^i I tighten it and put the threads 
throagh this disk of metal, and wrap each 
and of thread around a separate little 
post on the disk, and then tighten the 
ligature from day to day, by tightening 
tike threads on the posts » alternately. 
Here is a very large varicocele on the left 
side of the scrotum. It is very unusual 
to find it on the right side. Patients do 
not suffer in proportion to the number 
of veins, but in proportion to the size to 
which they are dilated. This is an ex- 
oeedingly simple operation. 

The veins must be separated from all 
the surrounding structures. The vast 
deferens feels like a hard cord, and it is 
easily felt. If you pinch it the patient 
will soon let you know that it is the vas 
deferens. Press it to one side, out of 
reach. I take up the skin, and pass the 
needle through the tissues; and now I 
have traversed the scrotum, and the lig- 
ature is behind the veins. There are 
two points, one of exit and one of en- 
trance. The looseness of the skin allows 
me to approximate the openings, and I 
reenter the needle, the ligature being 



earriad sabetttaiMioi4ilyf fund bring it out 
at the orlgiaid fntri^Bae*. I know, there- 
iore^ that I have the veins in the liga*^ 
tare. I do not tie the ends with a hard 
knot, as is often doQe. hut I pull them 
tight, pass the ends through tne hole itt 
the disk, and fiisten.one to each post. 
On the day after ta^morraw I shall 
tighten the ligature by dm wing on one 
end of the threads; then, on the day aftier^ 
I shall draw on the other end, and eo on 
until the ligature eats its way out. The 
patient will be kept in the recumbent 
position and treated on general princi- 
ples. Dr. Lewis in Pennsylvania Hos» 
pitaL-^J/edtco/ and Surgioal ReporUr. 

TREATMENT OF PNEUMONIA. 

At this season of the year, when pneu- 
monitis frequently occurs, and is in some 
places prevalent, I wish to call .the at* 
tention of those members of the profes* 
sion who are not in theiiabit of using it^ 
to a remedy which has frequently been 
recommended in medical journals, 
thouffh but casually spoken of in many 
text books; I allude to the drug, carbon- 
ate of ammonia. • 

l^any persons, on reading an article 
like this, conclude it ''some fellow's 
brain fancy ,*' or one's "vaunted panacea;'^ 
such, I think, is not the case here ; infal- 
libility in drugs, as well as most other 
things, I have long since abandoned 
hope of finding (excuse digression), but 
have found, in treating pneumonia, the 
drug in question a valuable internal stim* 
ulant and detergent remedy. Some 
may desire to know more fully how and 
when it is to be used; I answer by giv- 
ing, briefly as possible, my general mode 
of treating pneumonia as it usually oc- 
i curs : commencing at the crepitating 
sta^e, I apply emp« epis«, over crackling 
surface, followed, after vesicating, with 
warm meal poultices; see that the bowels 
are sufficiently open, ofcen using for that 
purpose calomel, in ten grain doses, with 
or without an anodyne, to be followed in 
eight or ten hours' with castor oil or mag- 
nesia; then the /oUowing or similar 
combination^ which generally renders the 
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expecianiti«n mofeMpiOiisA&d qnmIhii 

io clarictor^ low«m tte p9im «id pro*- 

diiees gentte diafdioiMit >*— 

R* Ammonkft CHurbowitifl^ 

Aqiui. ^ *. 

Solreetadd.^ 

Tiiict. opti oamp., 

6pt. iBtheris nit.^ 

ikq. miiimo. aeitatisy 

Sio^^-^DoBseitspoonful every three 

hoars, in half wineglaesor more of water. 

Potmbljr a two-grain qninine pill mid* 

way iMtween each or every aeoood doee 

of solution, wkh pnlv. ipecac, et opium 

at night, if required, in suffieient doae to 

Saiet cough and produce or promote 
eep. This treatment io adult cases, 
varied according to ciroumstances, I gen- 
erally find sufficient; but should the 
disease advance, the pulse become ex- 
tremely feeble and rapid, the counte- 
nance palid, with cold sweat iipon the 
skin ; in short, a superventiou of that 
stage closely bordering on disintegration 
of tissue, then my chief reliance is upon 
this preparation of ammonia, conjoined 



The MMntial f^atvr^ of Dr» Thorn* 
%tfn praciiQa was the.inductien of prema- 
tnro labour. . In e^ht of the eleven oases 
the chief agent in inducing premature 
labour was the use of Baroers hnm. The 
placenta ^|ras not in all cases t» oe felt^ 
but where the natural indications of its 
presence existed Dr. Thomas acted as 
though he felt it. - He did not in all 
cases act with haste, or on the first occa- 
sion of h»m<nrrhage, but generally, as 
soon as he was satisfied that the placenta 

!>resented some proof that the further 
OSS of blood was dangerous, be recom- 
mended the LuductioD of labpr. We be- 
lieve that there would be a general con- 
currence of opinion on this subject now* 
Once satisfied that a case is one of plsr 
centa provia,it is desirable, in the inter- 
est both, of the mother and of the child, 
to watch it very closely, and before the 
patient becomes exsanguine, to proceed 
to induce labour* Dr. Sarnes's judgment 
on this point will be generally accepted 
— '4f the pregnancy has advanced be- 
yond the seventh month, it will, as a gen- 



with brandy or wine whey, pushing it { eral rule, I think, be wise to proceed to 

(if the stoftiach will tolearte) to scruple ' " " ' 

or half-drachm doses, well diluted every 

hour or two; and I think I have, bv its 

persevering use, seen the wrestling Jacob 

changed to prevailing Israel. — Medical 

and thvrgieal Beparier. 



THE t^BOPHYLAGTIC TRGilTMENT OF PLik- 

CENTi. PRiGVlA. 

The American supplement of the 06- 
eietrical Jcumat of Great Britain and Ire- 
\ land for May contains a summary of a 
very interesting article* by Dr. T. Gail- 
lard Thomas on the Prophylactic Treat- 
ment of Placenta Pnevia. The article 
is published in the American I^aetitioner 
for May. Dr. Thomas gives the partic- 
ulars of eleven cases of this unpleasant 
complication^ The .results 



deliver, for the next hemorrhage may be 
fatal. We cannot foretell the time nor the 
extent of its occurrence, and when it oc- 
curs, all, perhaps, that we shall have the 
opportunity of doing will be to regret 
that we did not act when we had the 
chance.'^ In several of Dr. Thomas's 
cases, to expedite delivery, version was 
practised, generally by the bimanual 
method. In one, Barnes's bag, imping- 
ing on the presenting heads, caused the 
child to revolve in the liquor amnii till 
the breech presented. We notice that in 
most of the cases before version and de- 
livery were performed the patient was 
ansesthetised, generally with ether. In 
the one fatal case the patient had had 
hssmorrhages during the seventh and 
eighth month. She came under Dr. 



were very 
satisfactory. Only one of the mothers j Thomas's care at the end of the eighth 
died, and seven of the eleven children month. She was carefully watched for 
were born alive. Dr. Churchill says j Dr. Thomas by Dr. C. S. Ward for a 
that under ordinary management one in i week, "as decided hsemorrhage recurred ,'' 
three, or thereabouts, of the mothers die, j premature labor was decided on. The 
and more than half of the children are 'bags were used, and a female catheter 
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=Wfts introduced iiA6 the uterus. ' P^tns 
'Came on in three or fbtir hotorv, ftndtbe 
patiefat was deliveredl Of a vi^rotie male 
child ; but in forty-^eKght hbure puerMral 
•septicsainia came on and prored ihtal. 
Perhaps a better rteult^ even id thiscaac; 
would have fbllowed earlier indnotioii of 
labour. One month after^ the lady's 
siBter, in the same house, attended by 
Dr. Sands, after a perfectly ' natural 
labour, died of puerperal fever. — London 
Xancet. 

MATS OR PARAQUar TEA. 

Phamaeeutkal Preparationa. — ^The fbl- 
lowing preparations of mate are sugges- 
ted: The simple infusion which is the 
form in which it is always used in South 
America ; a solid extract prepared with 
alcohol of sp. grav. *822, and' a fluid ex- 
tract prepaid with alcohol of sp. grav. 
^941, in such proportion that when fin- 
ished its weight will be equal to the 
weight of mate used in its preparation. 
A considerable quantity of fluid extract 
prepared by this fbrmula has been used 
in debility and in various derangements 
of the nervous system, generally with 
satisfactory results. 

The reputed therapeutical properties 
of mate have been fully stated in a num- 
1>er of heretofore published papers, seme 
;attributing the most deleterious efiRbcts to 
its continued use, and others lauding it 
ix) the utmost limit of credibility, almost 
'equaling the marvelous statements made 
of the action of the somewhat similar 
^substance. Coca. In regard to mate, 
however, the writer is fully convinced 
that it does really possess properties 
which render it worthy of careful thera- 
'j)eutical investigation. 

* The thorough desiccation it undergoes 
in its preparation, and the compact and 
hermetical character of the packages in 
which ii is contained, tend greatly to the 
preservation of whatever virtues it may 
nave originally possessed. — Ameriedn 
JhumcU of Pharmacy, 

THE M ICROFflONB IN MEDICINE. 

We find on the one hand Dr. Bioh- 



tfrdMM of IjoodoQ^ •XBorininpfaiid motiaam 
tiie beart-aiMi*lu«ig sooods with -tfaa aid 
of the microphone^ and, on the otbati 
Sir Hekry Tbonpsosi kotaring on. . the 
use of the microphone in searching for 
stone and in probing for bullets er for 
diseased bone. Wben we remember that 
by means of this instalment tb« crawl- 
ing of a fly over a^eoe of gauze may be 
rendered as audible as the traap of an 
army, or its breathing as distinct as the 
bellowing of the leviathtan, we can al- 
ready look forward te^ treatiMS on the 
sounds of inflammation and the rjtbm of 
fevers ; the harmonies of health and. the 
disr*ords of disease will no longer be 
fanciful similes^ bat soientific fiicts, and 
the poet's assertion that '^there is in 
souls a sympathy with sounds'' will be 
philosophically verifled.-^iferfJioaZ Times. 

NEW PLAN OF TYING KNOTS IN SURGICAL 

OPERATIONS. 

Dr. Ewell, Jr., in Virginia Medical 
Monthly says : 

I have been much annoyed in tying 
ligatures and sutures by the first part of 
the knot slipping while I wA tying the 
second part. 

To remedy this we commonly press 
upon the first part of the knot with the 
finger or probe, or hold it v/ith a pair of 
forceps while we form and secure the 
secotid part. But this requires the aid 
of an assistant, who is not always on 
hand; besides, I think a surgeon should 
not require help in so simple an opera- 
tion as tying a knot. I find that if, when 
making the first part of the knot, I pass 
one cord under ^ the other two or three 
times instead of only once^ this, the first 
part of my knot, will not slip while I 
am making the second part. To this 
may be added a third part to make it 
more secure. 

I have never seen any yiention of this 

flan in surgical works, and if such exists 
am ignorant of it. As I have never 
seen this method used, except when I 
advise it, I think it might be new to 
some of the readers of the VttgiTua Medi^ 
ccU Monthly. A knowledge of these 
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littk points eo fiur to make up tbe neat 
operator, and it is of special comfort to 
tbe coDBtiy practitioner so frequently 
alone at Jbismpieiafcii^^ v * ^^ *, ^ * 

BKOHIDE OF ARSENIC IN THiS TREATMEIW 
OF NERVOUS DISEASES. 

Clemens (AILg,, Med» Cent. Zeitung) 
states that be has ohtained astonishing 
results with bjooo^ide of aiy^ini^ in tbe 
treatment of diseases of the nervous sys- 
tem, and especially epUepsy. The fol- 
lowing is the formula which ' he thinks 
should replace Fowler's solution: 
R Pulv. arsenic alb .... 1 

Potass, carb ..f^^^' 

Coqueciuaaf.dMl ft«8s; 

Ad solnt. pedect; aq. evapoiat. adde«-« 
Aq. dest .•••..«• *.«.. oa xjj^ 

Brom* pur ^ . ^ • • dr ii. 

Befrigerat. Ot this he . gives one 
or two drops in a glass of water 
once or twice daily. This dosage 
may be continued for months^ or even 
years, without producing any unpleasant 
effects. In only two cases of epilepsy 
did be effect a complete care, but in all 
the cases' marked relief was obtained. 
In connection with the bromide of arse- 
nic an almost exclusively meaUdiet is 
advised. The patients should beas much 
as possible in the open air. Unlike the 
bromide of potassium, the arsenical salt 
does not require to be given in increas- 
ing do9es, and, instead of interfering 
with digestion, improves the nutrition 
mud strength* — ITie Doctor^ 

DATURIA AS A MYDRIATIC. 

Jobert (de Lamballe) proposed, as 
«ar]y as 1861, to substitute daturia for 
atropia as a mydrfatic, and an analysis of 
his work was published in the BilIL Oen, 
de Therap,, Yo\. Ixii. Hrs conclunions 
in reference to its properties were: 1. 
Daturia is three times as aetiye as atro- 
pia and its salts; tberefore, its dose 
ahould be only a third as great as that of 
the preparation of atropia. 2. When in- 
troduced between the lids, it does not 
oause tbe pain and confusion of vision 
which attend tbe similar oae of bella- 



donna. 3. Tbe effects of daturia are 
more ooastant than those of belladonna, 
and its action persists for a longer time 
thftfi that of ihe l^Jti^-^SuU. Om. de 
TMrcp* 

Acnoiv or snTamia on tab sra. 

Dr. Hippel says that he has found, by 
personal eitperience, that, when given in 
doses of two to four milligrammes, 
strychnia produces the following effects, 
naoiely: 1. Increased peripheric sensi** 
bility for blue. 2. Temporary increase 
of visual power. 3* More distinct per- 
ception of peripheric points. 4« Laair 
ing enlargement of the field of vision. 
He believes that the sfisct on the optic 
nerve is the same as that attributed to 
continuous electric currents on .other 
nerves. — Neio JR&Mdiea. 



MURIATE OP AMMONIA FOR THE HYDRO- 
CELE OF INFA17T8. 

Saint Germain believes that it is not 
advisable to subject an infont^ with hy- 
drocele, to even tbe simplest operation, 
until a trial has been madeof a saturated 
solution of muriate of ammonia. Com- 

tresses dipped in sach a solution should 
e applied^ Sometimes an erythema, 
even slight vessication may be caused, 
but the part may be covered with pow- 
der, and the cure is not r^arded. — Am. 
Practitioner. 



POST PARTUM HEM0RRHA0E«-KBW METH- 
OD OF USINO PEROHLORIDE OF IRON. 

Dr. flames Brisbane (London Lanoet), 
in cases of post partum hemorrhage, ap- 
plies to the bleeding surface of the uterus 
a sponge soaked with tincture of iron. 
The blood coagulates, t4e uterus con- 
tracts, and the patient is out of immedi- 
ate danger. At the following visit, the 
sponge is found in the vagina. All the 
apparatus needed is a two-ounce vial of 
tincture of iron and a 4ponge« In all 
the cases thus treated — ^four*-the results 
were' all that could be desired.-^Jfory- 
land Med. Jour. 
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HOW SHALL Q0IKIA B£ mSPEKBBD ? 

This hai been the soaree.of more than 
ope difficulty for druggiats aad physi- 
cians, owiDg to the neglect of a great 
nnmber of prescribers to mention the 
exact way in which they wish it dis- 
penaed* A abort time ago^ I received 
the following prescription : 

R. — QninijB sulphatis ^ . . . dr. i. 

Syrupi simpliais, 

Aqu8B fontan«, aa. ..f. oz. ii. 

Misce. 8. A teaspoonful three timea 
daily. 

m 

I compounded the prescription as it 
was written, without the addition of ar- 
omatic sulphuric acid. It was subse- 
quently returned to me, with a note from 
the physician, inquiring why I did not 
add the acid I replied that I only add 
it when mentioned, as I bad added it on 
several occasions where it was not men- 
tioned, and in tw» cases out of three, it 
was not wanted. 

It is a general custom of pharmacists, 
in this country, to add this acid. I think 
this practice may be greatly • improved 
by substituting for the acid such liquids 
as will keep the quinia in suspension 
and disguise its nauseous taste, fluid ex- 
tract of licorice or glycerine, for instance. 
Thus the irritation of the stemaoh, pro- 
duced by the elixir of vitriol, would be 
avoided, and a pleasant and palatable 
mixture would be formed. In the above 
prescription, I would substitute glyce- 
rine for the simple syrup, as follows : 

R.— Sulphate of quinia dr. i. 

Glycerine, 

Water, of each 2 fl. ounces. 

which, I think, would greatly improve 
it. The best way to give quinia is, 
doubtless, in the form of freshly-made 
pills, but as many druggistis keep a sup- 
ply of them, it is sometimes very doubt- 
nil which is the most reliable form for 



obtaining speedy results. — Cftarfe^ J. 
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RBMARTCS OJP OFPItflNAL SYBlTPS. 

To make the syrups of ipecac, rhu- 
barb, senega, wild cherry, etc., dilute the 
fluid extract of the corresponding drug 
with water, filter and dissolve in the fil- 
trate the sugar. For instance, take of: 

Fluid extract of ipecac 2 fl. ounces* 

Distilled water, 14 " 

Sugar 24 " 

Mix the fluid extract with the water^ 
let it stand for half an hour, mix with a 
small block of magnesia, and filter. In 
the filtered liquid, dissolve the sugar 
with a gentle heat; add enough water to 
make a quart of syrup, and strain. 

The result of this working formula is 
a nice, clear syrup that will not precipi- 
tate after months' standing, never fer- 
ment, even during the hot season, pro- 
vided rt be made with good crushed su- 
gar. To avoid fermentation as much as 
possible, I fill the syrup of ipecac, for 
which there is not so much demand in 
summer, in six or eight-ounce vials; 
keep them in the cellar, and fill the shelf 
bottles whenever need^. 

Thorough cleansing of the shelf bot- 
tles, and rinsing with alcohol before fill- 
ing them, is also of great importance, 
and insures the good condition of syr- 
ups. — Dnig* Circular. 

m'call's anti-dyspeptic powdeb* 

Below I give a receipt, gotten up by 
my preceptor, Dr. J. W. McCall, of 
Huntingdon, Tenn., and used succese- 
fully for many years in the treatment of 
nearly all forms of indigestion. I can 
attest to its sterling qualities myself in 
the treatment of indigestion, having giv- 
en the prescription a thorough trial. I 
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give it the n4n\e of McCaH's Anti-i^t- 
peptic Powder : 

R. — Bttb-nHamte bismuth gns. 200 

Saechftnim album, t • • • •g^s- 100 

Lactate soda. . . • * grs. 20 

Naei«. vomicia (pulv*) grs. 10 

Mix well. Doae, thtee-to fiv;e,grai08 
three times a day ivat before eating. ^ 

Place the medicine on the tongue dry 
and 8Wali<^w with little yMht^'-^Dr. £oe, 
in Brirf. 

APTHOUS UJLCBRATIOK. 

For the little superficial, but exceed- 
ingly sensitive ulcers that frequently ap- 
pear under the tongue, and elsewhere on 
the mucous membrane of the mouth, 
touch the sbres with the nitrate of silver, 
and if the tongue is ftirred, give five or 
ten grains of chalk and mercury, follow- 
ed k^ a gentle aperient^ and use, as a 
mouth wash, a saturated solution of the 
chlorate of potash, or use the following : 

R. — ^Camphor water..; ox. iv. 

Glycerine . . • • oz, ii. 

Tannic acid gr. x. 

Carbolic acid.*« ett. v. 

M. ^ 

In young children, a little of the fol- 
lowing powder, sprinkled upon the 
tongue every two or three hours, will be 
found an efficient remedy : 

R. — ^Borax 1 part. 

Loaf sugar ,..,.... .3 parts. 

Mix. 



attention to thfe fict that hydrargyrum 
cum cseta.may be o^nveited^ 'by long 
keeping in oontaot with the almosphere, 
into the red oxide of neroury^ a poison- 
ous preparation. Ooly fresh or well* 
kepi preparations of this medicine should 
be used. 



STRYCHNIA AND 1X)GS. 

A writer in ifed. Brief says : My ter- 
rier got a dose of strychnine, and soon 
had violent convulsions. When I got to 
him^ he was rigid, and actually seemed 
to be dying. With the hypodermic syr- 
inge, I injected thirty minims of chloro- 
form in the nape of the neck, and in ten 
minutes,. injected the syringe full of sat- 
urated solution of bromide of potassium • 
Sufficient to say that he was in 'the yard 
barking in two hours. 

DANGEROUS HYDRARGYRUM CUM ORETA. 

A writer in Amer, Jour. Pharm. draws 



SIMPUS ELIXIR. 

R.— Oil of orange. dr. u 

Oil cinnamon gtt. x 

Oil anise gtt. v* 

Oil butter almonds gtl. iu 

Tinct. cardamon com dr. x. 

Alcohol pints ii. 

Dissolve the oils in the alcohol, add 
the tincture, and triturate carbonate 
of magnesia, ozs. ij, then' add gradually 
4 J pints of water ; filter or strain, and 
add three pounds of loaf sugar. There 
are several recipes for preparing simple 
elixir, but the above is, perhaps, the 
best. It is a pleasant menstruum for 
disagreeable drugs, and if the practition- 
er will keep it on band, be will find it 
very useful and convenient for this pur- 
pose. 

NERVOUSNESS AND TOBACCO. 

In a clinical lecture on nervousness^ 
at the Philadelphia Infirmary, by Dr. 
Mitchell, tobacco is mentioned as a fre- 
quent cause of extreme nervous condi- 
tions, in some instances leading to anae- 
mia, debility, tremulousness, palpitation^ 
heart trouble, and even to paralysis. So 
common. is the use of tobacco that the 
practitioner is apt to overlook it in di- 
agnosing a case. It is undoubtedly a 
fruitful source of numerous diseased con- 
ditions, particularly of the nervous sys- 
tem. . 



ARSENIC IN BISMUTH. 

Dr. Salisbury (in Chicago Med. Ex^ 
says that in eighteen samples of the sub- 
nitrate of bismuth, from different sources 
examined, arsenic was ibund in thirteen^ 
in quantities from 1 to 1^ per cent — a 
fact somewhat startling. Let practitioni- 
^*s bear it in mind. 
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WINE or aBircujr. 

B.*^Flai(l «zt. ef gentian • ob. ^. 

Fluid ext. cincho&ia. • .(nl L 

Fluid ext. orange peeL dr» ii. 

Fluid ext. oanella. ; .dr. i. 

Proof spirit 02^4^ 

Sherry wine oz. xxxvi. 

A pleasant stomachic bitter. Dose, 
cue or two tablespoonsful. 

ANTI-OOLIC MIXTUBB. 

B. — Tinct. rhubarb oz. ii. 

Tiuct. capsieum — 

Aromat. spts. amtnoQia, aa.. .dr. ii. 

Deed, tinctl opiup dr. i. 

Oil peppermint gtts. vi. 

Water^ q.s. for oz. vi. 

Dose; one to two tablespoonsful, for 
aq adult, every two to three hours. 
Adapted to colic paios and flatulent con- 
ditions from imperfect and feeble diges- 
tion. X 



8ANTOKIKE POISOfirUfO. 

Chloral hydrate is said to be an anti- 
dote to santonine, and ether inhalation 
is likewise recommended. 



ASTHMA. 

R. — Iodide potassium^ \ -. i 

Bromide potassium, /**'•• ^^- *• 
Simple elixir ozs. x. 

• 

M. Dose, one teaspoonful every two 
hours durine the paroxysm. May be 
given three times daily for a lon^ period 
to ward off attacks, and is sometimes ef- 
fectual in removing the disease entirely. 

WHOOPING OOtJGH. 

A writer "(in Med. Times) says that the 
following is a specific in whooping 
cough : 

R. — Picrate of ammonia gr. i. 

Muriate of ammonia.. . .gr. xxiv. 
Powdered ext, of liquorice.. . . dr. i. 
"Water *. oz. iii. 

M. Dose, a teaspoonful every three 
hours, and more or less according to age. 



TIN0TUR9 ST0PPER8. 

The unpleasant cementing of stoppers 
can be entirely prevented by rubbing the 
atoppefs with a piece of parafln, and gtv« 
ing them a turn in the neck of the bot- 
tle, so as to distribute a thin coating of 
paraffin all over. Renew two or three 
times a year.^2— i^. Drug, ami €^iem. 

DIAOHOem OF PEEailANOT. 

The fellowti\g . general mle to the 
dignosis of pregnancy laid down by Prof* 
Goodell has the advantage ef being 
couched in familiar terms s '^ When the 
neok of the uterus appears to you as 
hard as theeod of your nose, pregnancy 
should not exist ; if it appears to you as 
soft as your lips» the uterus probably 
contains a foslus. — Mkh. Med* Nexoe. 

BPWET OF OHLOBOFOBK* 

R^«--Chlorofonn (^i^y) <>2* j* 

Alcohol (strong) oz. xtL 

M. This is an excellent stimulating 
anodyne; and useful also as a liniment. 
Dose, one to three drachms. 



. CAMPHENTL. 

Camphenyl is produced from roal tar. 
Is recommended as a substitute for car- 
bolic acid. It claims to possess all the 
virtues and none of the dangerous qual- 
ities of carbolic acid. 



DYSMENORRHCEA. 

Dr. A. P. Brown, of Jefierson, Texas, 
recommends the following in dysmenor- 
rhoea : 

R. — Hyd. c. corrosive gr. i. 

Ferri et pot. tart gr. xx. 

Tinct. stilling89 oz. iij. 

M. Dose, half to a teaspoonful three 
times per day, accompanied with proper 
hygienic rules. 

FOR CONSTIPATION. • 

R. — Fluid ext. eascara oz. ss. 

Aq. cinnamon oz. jss. 

ojic* aiu..* •.... ■•...•.• «... Ux . 11* 

M. Dose^ teaspoonful three times per 
day. — Wriijer in OUnic. 
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SciEiTTiFic Items. 



THC TELEPHONE IN AUSCULTATION. 

In refereDce to the statement of a oer- 
respondent of the London MediocU Journal 
that with the telephone he can hear, at 
thirty yards, the sounds of the chest, the 
Dublin Press and Obreular remarks : ''The 
time may come when our fashionable 
physicians will have consulting-rooms 
m the large provincial towos, each hav- 
ing telephonie oommunicati6n with his 
London consulting-room, where he will 
sit, examine and prescribe for patients 



and 80 prudently fixed it to have some 
one in the room at that dangerous time^ 
the whole house might have been mys* 
teriously destroyed. 



The sunfish has repeatedly injured the 
submarine cable between Portugal and 
Brazil and along the east coast of South 
America. Splinters of bone have been 
found thrust into the cable through the 
several coverings so deep as to affibct the 
electric wires. A small species of marine 
who would find it inconvenient to comp animal also appears to devote its special 



up to town \m consult him. Of course, 
patients would have to attend at the 
provincial consulting-room at such times 
as he would appoint. Bristol patients 
could attend at 10 o'clock a. m., Bir- 
mingham at 10:30, Oxfi>rd at 11, and so 
on. There would probably be some 
difficalty abont the fees; they could not 
be transmitted by telephone. But these 
could be paid to an agent or secretary .'' 
— i)rtiy. Cwu 

A SINGULAR FIRE. 



Not lone since. • the Hartfort (Conn,) 
Covrani related the following instance, 
which illustrates the trite proverb that 
accidents will hempen in the best regul- 
ated fiimilies. In one of the most careful 
households in that city, where fenders 
guard the fireplaces and safety matches 
aggravate the strange, visitor, smoke was 
discovered in a room adjoining the one 
where the family were at breakfast. In- 
vvstigation showed that a chair in the 
room was burning. How it could have 
taken fire was a mystery, until it was 
noticed that the sun's rays, fiilling on a 
large magnifying lens used to study pho- 
tographs with, had been concentrated 
throagh it upon the chair, and had set it 
burning. If the family had not fortun- 
ately selected for breakfasting an hour 
when the sun is pretty near the zenith. 



attention toward boring and destroying 
cables. Whales have likewise caused 
great damage to cables. A short time 
ago the cable in the Persian Oulf ceased 
to work. Examination was made, and 
it was found that a whale, which waa 
entangled in the cable, had broken it. 
The animal was* covered over with 
parasites, and in its efforts to free itself 
of them by rubbing its body against the 
cable the cable was broken, and one of the 
ends then coiled round the whale in 
such a way that it was unable to free 
itself, and was thus suffocated. 



The Micbophone is an apparatus 
which holds the same relation to sounds 
that the microscope does to minute and 
invisible objects^ 

Attached to the telephone, the faint- 
est and otherwise imperceptible sounds 
become audible; even from the distant 
end of the telephone, the crawling of a 
fly, and even its breathing may be heard. 
It is supposed that the moving of sap in 
the capillary tabes of trees, like the mur- 
muring ripples of a brook may be heard, 
and that the circulation of the blood in 
the minutest vessels will be so distinct 
that a new and interesting field will be 
opened up to the physiologist, and won- 
derful discoveries naade in the diagnosis 
of disease 
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EBITOBIAL AKD MISCELLANEOUS 



' AU commniiJcatlQiit relatlofr to the bailnees of Thx Rfcobd for the yean 1877 and 1878. matt be addreiied 
to DR. R. €. WORD, MaDagii>g< Edltdr Southern Medical Record, AtiaAU, Oa. 

^^Bricf and practical commauieatlona are solicited ott all caMecti partaiiiing to medtclBe ; also r«poHa of 
«aae8 in practice) 

^F~8end money by cheeky poatal order or registered letter. 
'Write your name,postrofflce, county and State plainly. 



THE WALKINO MAN. 
Some two months ago, T. K. Consegney, a Ca- 
nadian by birth, medium stature, five feet ten and 
a hfilf inches in height, weight one hundred and 



On closing the walls, Ue went at onoe to bis 
room and slept for one and a half hours. He was 
then aroused, and walked across the room a short 
while. Hii^'nezt nap was a little longer, and so 



fifty-two pounds, and aged twenty-six years, ac- I on through the first night, and afterward more 
coroplished, in Atlanta, the unprecedented feat of i rapidly resumed the full term of sleep. Several 
walking five hundred miles in five hundred con- ' week? have elapsed since this writing, and he Is 
secutive hoars. Thedifficulty of thiri.ta'k is not, of ; rapidly regiining his flosh and accustomed vigor, 
course, in the distance walked, but in aeoomplwh- The weather, during mo^t of the time, was rather 
ing one mile every hour, night and day, fi>r n^ar- warm, which added to the difficulties of the feat. 
)y twenty-one days. The walking was performed j The points which iflterested «s in the medical ag- 
in the fir<»l fifteen or t^nty minutes of each hour, pect of this case were the constipation as a result 
and all his time tor eating and sleeping. etc.,'wat? of continuous exercise by walking. The f.iot that 
only all6wed in the remaining portion of the hour, an active cathartic was not only borne without 
After he had been walking a few days, he would weakeninsr the patient, but. rather itreagthened 
drop to sleep instantly after efioh walk, ahd greni his powers, operating with unusual njitdnesj, and 
difficulty was found frcqueiiily in arousing him the irregular pulae indicating Hint the loss of sleep 
from his nap. His bowels became crui^tipiiieil. imde its most powerful impression upon the ao- 
his urine highly colored and scuity, aui he ran ti^,,j ^^f ^j^p \iQwi, and primarily, do -doubt, upon 
idly lost in tloTh. Two ctiinpouMd caihuriic pills ihe braiu and nerve centers. A prolongation of 
were taken every other night at iii-^ oun ir.stai.ce, flip eir.rt would have seriou.sly j.M,pardized the 
his physician very natur.iliy eu^ posiu^ tnat tlielr heiri's hctim, or brought on a typhoid condition, 
action would dehiliiate him, Ivit they (>por.ue 1 atttn-led with Oie mauia which rej*ults from nerv- 
oniy once or twice the next evening, afier which ^'"^ exhaustion, 
he folt better. He ate regular inoiI« of suh>ian- i ^ ^ 

tialfood, con-i.-stiiig of mutton, roa«!t-b-?f, egjiv ' DISSECTING MATERIEL. 

and Irish potatoes. Cotfte wvia also used two or ' Students in Cinoianuti. having been detected in 
three times per day, Rn.l at night. He alsonrn'olted robbing the gravea of respectable p^sop^e, there 
cigars freely. His nppetite, at firM, was good, resulted quiie a seudation and great indignation 
but, toward the last, somewhat failed. He did ^^ l'^^' commuuity. The doctors of the oiLv show 
not sleep every hour, but at times was nervou^' uo lack of pluck, as may be seen ia the.foUow- 

and wakePid. His pulse, after a few days, beoame ' "^f J. , ^ -. , i- .. , 

, . . 1 . >> herea«. in consequence of such defective lee- 

irregular ^nd intermittent, making eighty beat:* - .,,^^j.^^ material is and can only be obtained 

<o the minute, the heart Iqaing net lees than one tnroiigb resurrectionists and the illegal violation 
third of its puls>i(ion8, and alarming his physi- 1 of irmves ; and 

ciao. He. however, persevered wi.h indomitable , ^^'»'ereas. The medical interests of our State are 
, / ^ ^ ,.. 1 . ^^0 great and important to be jeopardited, as they 

wUl unUl the close of the feat, ^\e 8aw him on , ^^^ ^^ „„^„ ^^ working of the Anatomy aot of 



tbe evening of the two last days. He had lost 
about twenty pounds of flesh, his cbeeks were 
hollow and flushed, his tongue co.Ued with a 
brown fVir, the tip being pointed and red. His 
hip-joiBtv were aomewhal stiff, Mid he pveseated 
the appearance of a sick man. 



1870; and 

Whereas, The State demands of medical prac- 
titioners a high degree of professional knowledge 
and skill, and at the same time, under the pres- 
ent laijTB, refuses the means by whieh such knowl- 
edge can be properly and sufficiently obtained, 
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Uier«b7 doiog gr^t iDJastioe, not enl/ to phjsi* 
<siui8» but ftUo to ftU cImsm of the oommiiDitj, 
idnoe it is the tick upon whom nltlinateVy th« end 
is wrought: ihertfoTt,,be It — 

Retol»ed bi( ihs Academy of Medicine, That • 
committee of three be appointed ^ the President 
to memorialize the Legislature, at its nevt session, 
to pass such law or laws as will enable the legal 
procurement, for purposes of di5>seotion,of any or 
All bodies of persons dying in public Instituiions 
of the State, county infirmaries, and city hospit- 
als, Buoh as may, at the expiration of a period of 
twenty-fo' r hou'^s after death, remain unclaimed 
by friends or relations, and also all bodTes found 
dead, which may remain unclaimed during the 
period of time above stated; and further be it — 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the same 
committee of the academy to seouie, as far as pos- 
Bible, the signatures of the members of the medi- 
cal profession of Cincinnati and Hamilton county 
to a petition praying the Geaerftl Ajpsembly of the 
State of Ohio to pnss such law or laws as above in- 
dicated ; and f^mher h€ ft— 

Resolved, That a copy of (his preamble and res- 
olutions be sent to eacti and every medical aociety 
in the State, a^skiupj co v^peration in this nintter. 

Geokor W. Waltow. M.D., 

J. W. UNDBBiilLL, M.l>., 
p. S. (\)NNER, M.D. 

Cincinnati, June 17, 1878. • 



FUCUS VESICULOSUS. 

Tae faous Tesfoulasus is one of the new agcntg 
recently brought to noiice as a remedy fjr obesity. 
li is a sea plant, and. grows near the Hhore, at- 
taching itself by Ub expanded woody fibre. It is 
Baid that M. X>upare, buying given a trial to this 
remedy for au obstinate psoriai-is, for the cure of 
whicl»it had been recouiine/idt J. observed that it 
po&&esji€*l the property of diiiuni?hiug tiie f;\t of 
the ayaiem, and wl;h jio ii-junous tH\ct otherwise. 
Others have reported like results wlih this drug. 
The profession should give it a Ir al. l^o-^e of 
-fluid extract, half to one fluid drachm, as pre- 
pared by P»rke, Davis k Co., Cincinnati. 



ERROR IN DliJl'ENSATORY. 

In the last edition ^ ihe U. S. Dispensatory 
<14lh). the dose of liquor barii chloride is given 
at 50 drbps, whiBh is dangerous. It ahould be 5 
drops. 



The reports from the Medico Chirurgical 
.Association were handed in too late for insertion 
in the present issue. The subject discussed was 
Cholera Infantum* Will appear in onr next. 



BOO^ NOTICES. 

AHPrTATioNS AND EXCISIONS of the Ceryix 'Uteri, 
their indications and methods of treatment, 
by J. Bynum, M.D., M. R. C. S. £., Surgeon 



in Chief of St. Mary's Hospital for disBaset of 
wooMV, BroBklya, Htm York. {Fwom tiynss- 
Mto0i«ti TMnB«otloai.) 

ThiBia»|^M^Ht«r 49ptfBt»aail isa paptr 
of 8r«ai. BtJCMi BB prtiBDtiBg impffriant praoti- 
aBlsnfHrtuili»a4>f Mw mtkoda Bf BparatiBni for 
n QiBBB of hilhartB intraBtablB diBBBSBs of the utB- 
rinB naok. The opevittiBii by gaWano oautBry ib 
dBBBribBd and illnBtniBd. 

EoLOGT UPON LcNSFOBi) P. Yandsll, M.B., by 
Theodore S. Bell, M.D., Lonisvi to, Ky. 

An Interesting and sVIb address relating to the 

life and serviceB of a truly great and good man. 

Tub AppLioArioB of Prxssubb in diseases of the 
Uterus, by V. H^ Taliaferro, M.D., Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

An interesting paper containing valuable sug- 
gestions. 

RspoaT OP 130 OPBSATioBi of Strabismus, by A. 
W. Calhoun, ^I.D., Atlanta, Ga. 

This is an interesting paper, evincing in its 

style and the remarkable success reported, the 

aduBated and successful operator. 

Yellow Fbvkb — Its Hifitory, Causes, Natural, 
Pathology and Treaimeut — Coutiiduriag exclu- 
sively the epidemic of 187t> in iS'ivaiiUah, Geor- 
gia. 

Au able paper, worthy of pcnrsal, evincing 

much soieutific invcsiigation and stu-Iy. 

TRANSACnONS OF THB MbDIOAIi AbbOOI A.TIOir OF 

GiX)UQjA.» Twenty-niutii Auuuul SeBe>iou, Al- 
lania, April 17, 18 and I'.Jm, 1^78. 

M'e have beeu kindly f.irnished by the Secrefrry, 
with a copy of tho above transaction-. We are 
free to eonfej's that the get-up of this volume, its 
tjjiographical exticuiion and its freedom from in- 
acuraciea are most exceUent, doing great cre-lit to 
tpe publii'hing cornmiLtee, esicci.illy to Secretary 
Daiid, to whose z«.'al and individual supcr\ijion, 
we are maiuly ini^-bied for the admirable manner 
in which the work hp»s l-een accomplished. U 
>peak3 well aho for the PublishiDg House of J. P. 
llaiTidoa i: Co. 

It is a work of 278 pnge?, containing index of 
autnors, nftmes of oQicers, committees of sections, 
miuuies in detail, and a number of able and inter- 
esting papers. 

The interesting address of Dr. 0- Daniel opens 
the volume. Then follows a prAQtical paper by 
Dr. B. 11. p jster, of Blakely, and other interest- 
ing papers by Drs. Walker, Grimes, Le Hardy, 
BankB, Calhoun, Griggs, A. A. Smith, J. T. 
Johnson, Leltner, StBTeiiBOD, GoldBoutlii Powell 
and others. Certain of th^ haviiig been sent us 
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ia iNMBpUii form •>• Btaii9S«d tlMfrbw*) Dr. 
Origf'i report oa Qya i wo l egy •oQUtes wmi^j 
euet ftftd ial«reiliiif pttMM w iy ettat. Dr. 
GoMranith'i wtlolt oft Cli# oom-ttalk Ual, wa- 
tiiai a a««r aad prMtl«t tdia, aad will h% laad, 
wedoabiaot, with lattrwt. Abo tho paporof 
Dr» Powell, oar toalor oditor, oa tho Dntlot of (ko 
Trao Physician, Tory appropriate jott now whoa 
the othiee of the profonioa it at eo low a etaod- 
ard. Tho ortiole bj Dr. Love oonUdne aew and 
ptaotionl hiaU. Dr« Baird*t artiolo oa neuralgia 
it a good ono. 

We hare not epaoo for ftirther mention tt pres- 
ent, and ean only odd in general torme that tho 
papers are all oreditable, sad tho Tolnme before 
ns a dedded improremoat on any that hos been 
issued by tho Sooiety for a number of yeors, 
espoeiallyin its typographies! ezeoution. As a 
Oeorgiaa, our State pride is gratified with this 
beautlAil Tolume of TraasaoUoas, yet in regard to 
the internal maoblnery aad moaagomeat of the 
Assoolation, oridonoes oontiaue to reaoh us of 
much dissatislhotion in tho ranks of the profos- 
sion. W. 

DEATH OF DR. fi. M. CAMPBELL, OF VA. 

At a meeting of the Abingdon Aoademy of Hedi- 
eioo, oa the 18th ult., a oommitteo appointed for 
tho purpose presented the following eloquent 
tribute whioh was unaaimouoly adopted : 

**A melanoholy duty has doToWoi upon your 
oommittoe — that of noiioing, in a formal man* 
ner, the death of one of our Fellows, Dr. EnwAan 
M. CAMPvaLL, of Abingdon, Virginia, who do* 
parted this life at the Warm Springs, North Garo* 
Una, on the night of the 11th lust.; and in dls* 
sharing that duty we reoord, with no ordinary 
pleasure, the estimate we hare of Dr. OampbeU's 
exalted worth as a physioiaa, surgeon, gentleman 
and oiiiien. His rsputation as a physioian and 
surgeon, is not confined to the partioular locality 
in which he so long aad so suooessfnlly praotieod 
his profession, but sxtonds throughout a largo 
circle of the medical profession, who learned to 
regard him as a physician of great intelligenoe, of 
profound ability and a successful practitioner. As 
a dtisen he stood Tsry high in the estimation of 
all classes. He was a friend alike to the rich and 
the poor. By all his loss will be deplored. We 
submit the following resolutions : 

1. JUtolved. That in tho death of Dr. Edward M. 
Campbell, this sooiety has lost ono of iu brightest 
omameata aad mostaotiTo momboro, a frioad aad 
goatloBMUiy aa jwtU as aa ondaent physisiaa aad 
sargeoa. 



8. MMobt§d. Thai we act oaly deplore the losa 
that this society has suitained, but as citisens wo 
regard the death of Dr« Can^bell a great public 



t. Sut/hid. That the sinosrest sympathies of 
tho Abingdon Academy of Medicine be tendered* 
tho sorely sifliotod fomlly of Dr. CampboU ; aad, 
we do assure thorn we feel most deeply and pro 
fouadly tho heavy blow that has bofolloa them. 

4. Sesolved, That the editors of the '* Abingdon 
Virgiaiaa,'* «*Tho Standard,*' the "Vir^aia 
Medical Moathly," and the ••Southern Medical 
Beoord ' be respeotftilly requested to nublish thit 
paper, and that it be made of record upon tho 
minute book of the Society," 

Bespoetftilly submitted, 

W. F. BAaa, M.D., ) 

J. & Appaasoa, M.D*, [ Committee. 

Qao. £. WiLBT, M.D. j 

Abiagdoa, Va., Juao 17, 1878. 

MICHIGAN UNIVEfiSITY. 

Wo iarite attention to the adtertisement of tha 
aboTo aamed iasUtutioa, whioh will be found in 
tho present number of our Journal. 



i:actopeptinb. 

This preparation, so rapidly coming into pro- 
fossional Ikvor, is advertised in our journal, aad 
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ORIGINAL ANB SELECTED, 



THE VALUE OF EXTRACT OF 
MALT AND LOEFLAND'S CON- 
CENTRATED LiIEBIG'S FOOD 
FOR INFANTS, AND AN AC- 
COUNT OF THEIR INTRODUC- 
TION TO THE MEDICAL PRO- 
FESSION. 

Bt W. a. Orxbub, M.D., Maoon, Ga. 



Liebig's Extract of Malt and F©od 
for lafants have now been long enough 
before the w«rld to enable most men to 
form their own opinions as to their spe- 
eifie value as articles of food and articles 
of medicine. Nevertheless, it may not 
be amiss, on our part, to point out brief- 
ly what has been ascertained as to their 
worth, and to indicate some of the many 
nses to which they ought to be put. 

Meat, as an article of diet, owes its 
value partly to the mineral substances it 
contains, and partly to the organic com- 
pounds, albuminoid acd oleaginous. 



The mineral substances probably under* 
go little change in the human body ; the 
oleaginous do not now concern us ; the 
albuminoid, having been ingested, are in 
the stomach reduced to a uniform sub- 
stance, termed albuminose or peptone, by 
means of the acid and pepsin of the gas- 
tric secretion. All albuminoid substances 
are so— including albumen, fibrin, etc, — 
but the conversion of amylaceous prin- 
ciples into saccharine, in the human 
economy, is accomplished by the secre-' 
tions from the salivary glands and pan- 
creas, which secrete analogous princi- 
ples — that existing in the salivary secre- 
tions, known as ptyalio, and that in the 
pancreatic juice as pancreatin. Now, 
there is in malted barley a substance 
analogous to these, which has a strong 
power of changing starch into sugar, as 
the pepsin in the gastric juice has the 
power of converting albuminous sub* 
stances into peptone. Thii substance in 
malted barley is called cfidafase, and is 
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formed during the process of germiDa- 
tion or malting^ a very small proportion 
«f which converts an almost indefinite 
^proportion of starch into sugar. Now^ 
when the animal system is incapable, 
from abnormal causes, of converting 
starch food into sugar, we must aid it 
by supplying an artificial saliva, as it 
were, thus making extract of malt a 
most valuable therapeutic agent for the 
treatment of enfeebled and exhausted 
constitutions, being rich in both muscle 
and fat, producing material, the diastase 
possessing the property of converting 
about two thousand times its weight of 
starch into elucose, thus preparing a 
product which normally enters the blood 
and at once becomes a nutritious ele- 
ment. We at once perceive how valu- 
able must this remedy be in dyspeptic 
and all other stomachic disorders, caused 
by non-assimilation of starch food. 
There are varied combinations of other 
medicines with extract of malt which in- 
finitely increases and qualifies its good 
effects, which I shall reserve for another 
paper. 

The careful selection of food for in- 
fants who are deprived of the mother's 
milk is a subject of more importance 
than generally supposed. If it was 
properly comprehended, the common er- 
ror of recommending arrow-root, corn 
starch, tapioca, rice, oatmeal, or other 
starch food, would not occur. It is a 
ffrave error, and one very injurious to 
infants, for this reason : before teething, 
'imimal diastase, the starch-converting 
substance, not being secreted, all such 
food, when taken into the stomach, re- 
mains undigested, not as food, but a 
jelly-like mass, non-assimilable, foreign, 
and sure to irritate the delicate mem- 
branes of the alimentary canal, produc- 
ing chronic diarrhoea and *^ summer com - 
plaint,^' which annually destroys its 
thousands of in&nts. But after teeth- 
ing, a substance is secreted by the sali- 
vary fflands, which has the power of 
changing starch-food and converting it 
into malt-sugar. Of course, before the 
teeth are formed, there is no saliva — ^no 



secretion from the salivary glands ; con- 
sequently, no animal diastase. But in 
malted barley, there is a substance, called 
vegetable diastase, precisely similar to 
that formed in the salivary secretions 
after teething. It is well known that 
all farrinacious food is very valuable as 
nutriment ; but who, with this knowU 
edge of facts, would think of giving it to 
infants as an article of diet? Tet, it is 
done every day — and why? Because 
these physiological facts are either not 
known or are neglected. Long before 
the French chemist, Miaohe, read his 
Memoire before the French A(»demy, an- 
nouncing his discovery of diastase in sa- 
liva, and its functions, and before Baron 
Justus von liiebig discovered vegetable 
diastase in malted barley,.had our moth- 
ers and nurses found that ^* chewed bis- 
cuit " was " good for the babie.^' Then 
knowledge was practical and experi- 
mental ; but the celebrated chemist de- 
monstrated it scientifically, from which 
resulted the noted formula for preparing 
"Liebig's Soup for Infants,^' which 
proved such a blessing to the human 
race, and saved myriads of lives. 

In 1865, Mr. Edward Loefland estab- 
lished a factory at Stuttgart, Germany, 
solely for the manufacture of this " soup ^' 
in the form of a concentrated extraet. 
Professor Liebig had published his 
formula for the infants' soup in 1863, 
which was composed of wheat flour, malt 
flour, and potana in certain proportions, 
which, when properly prepared, accord- 
ing to directions, was chemically identi- 
cal with the mother's milk. Although 
scientifically so correct, it proved a fail- 
ure, practically, from the tedious and in- 
convenient process of its preparation. 
This great, good, and learned man was 
humiliated and mortified by this lack of 
appreciation of bis efforts by his coun- 
trywomen. They never tired in the ap- 
propriation of his discoveries which 
would adorn and beautify their persons, 
regardless of expense, time or fatigue, 
but the babie-food was too much trouble 
to prepare ! 

In order both to illustrate the duties 
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and sacrifices which should characterize 
maternal 4tTotioo, and to prove the ab* 
«oIute correctnees of his iuvestigatioos, 
with hiB own bands he prepared the 
^' soup ^' Ibr a delicate grandcnild^ who 
required to be thus nourished, several 
times each day. The result was as grat- 
ifying as his example was brilliant. 

About this time, the practical and 
ijsealons Loefland came to the assistanee 
•of Professor Liebig, and suggested that 
if the above obstacles could be overcome^ 
«nd the ^^ soup/' in its original composi- 
tiouy brought to the notice of the profes- 
:sion and the public in an easily and con- 
w^eniently prepared form, its great ben- 
lefits would ^ot be lost^ but would pre- 
.•eerve its identity and perpetuate its ex- 
istence in the upward ana onward mis- 
43ion for which it was instituted and sent 
]forth to accomplish. 

In the spring of 1866| Professor Lie- 
ibig visited the establishment of Loefland, 
in company with Professor von Fehline, 
professor of chemistry at the Polytechnic 
School of Stuttgart. The former ez- 
3)re8sed his entire satisfaction, not only 
of the product obtained, but also ap- 
proved the theory, apparatus, and entire 
imanagement of the establishment. Thus 
was perfected '' Loefland's Concentrated 
Liebig's Food for Infants.'^ 

While these scientists were inspecting 
this establishment, Professor Liebig in- 
formed Mr. Loefland that he had pre- 
pared, at his Laboratory in Munich, a 
malt-sugar, according to the old phar- 
macopsBia, and that he would suggest as 
a nutriment, resolvent, and emollient, 
the manufacture of a concentrated extract 
of malt that combined all the nitrogen- 
ous, albuminous bodies, the phosphates, 
and a large proportion of malt-sugar. 
Mr. Loeflaud haa all the facilities for 
making such an extract in his establish- 
ment. Professor Liebig urged him to 
go ahead. Loefland again oegan to ex- 
periment and manufiicture— the product^ 
of which experience were exhibited at 
the Exposition, in Paris, in 1867, and 
.secured the first prize. This was its 
£rst triumph before the public and the 



proftssion, sinee which time it has been 
the recipient of numerous awards wher- * 
ever presented, and has won the confi- 
dence of all who have used it, in eonser 
quence of which the demand increased 
to such an extent that the old arrange- 
ment was too limited, and the space has 
been greatly enlarged, and improved 
machinery prooared, until to-day it is, 
indeed, a mammoth concern, supplving 
pure, concentrated, and reliable malt to 
all portions of the globe. I do not hes- 
itate to recommend their preparations to 
the profession and public as unexcelled 
in all respects, ana invaluable for the 
purposes iudicated. 

In another paper, I will speak more 
particularly ot its merits, and also refer 
to some of its valuable combinations. 

I should have stated that Mr. A. C. 
Dung, 61 Bowery, New York, and John 
Wyeth & Brother, 1428 Walnut street, 
Philadelphia, are the exclusive agents 
for its sale in the United States. But it 
will soon be found in every drug store 
in the country. 

LACERATION OF THE PENIS. 



Bt a. a. Ltoi, M.D., ShrtTMpori, La. 



Not long since I was called in great 
haste to see Willie B., a boy about seven 
years of age, who, in the performance of 
his childish pranks, had severely lacer- 
ated his penis. The accident occurred 
in this wise: The little fellow had fas- 
tened an ordinary trace-chain at either 
extremity, to the posts of a wide door- 
way ; the slack of this chain was in the 
center, supported by a pole or stick into 
the upper end of which was (li^iven a 
■ail, and this thrust through one of the 
links, in its application not unlike that 
of a prop to a clothes line. He leaped 
astride tnis chain near its juncture with 
the prop, and was engaging in a variety 
of evolutions, which he denominated 
^'playing circus. At an unfortuqate 
moment a fold of the skin investing his 
penis was caught between the link and 
the nail, inflicting severe pain and eaus* 
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iDg him to fall. In this fall the lacerar 
iioQ occurred. UpoD examination fully 
tbree-fonrtbs of the organ was found to 
be completely denuded . Posteriorly the 
8kiD was stripped from a point midway 
between the scrotum and prepuce for^ 
ward to the margin of the latter^ thence 
backward anteriorly to the pubis^ the 
separated skin at this point hanging by 
a narrow strip or pedicle^ not wider than 
a large brown straw. Imagine^ nf you 
choosei the ^nger of a kid glove upon 
the hand torn from the middle of the 
palmer aspect of the enclosed finger for- 
ward over the end back to the knuckle 
ha^ging there onlyby a shred^ leaving 
three- fourths of the finger bare, and you 
have an illustration of the case before 

As seen from above the organ was in 
its entire length wholly deprived of its 
natural covering and looked as red and 
rs raw as a flayed beef. In this aspect 
of the case the following methods of 
treatment were suggested. Either, first, 
to replace and co-aptate the torn skin 
and stitch it back as accurately as pos- 
sible, relying upon the little dormal 
isthmus above alluded to to Fupply the 
requisite pabulum for the adhesive and 
healing processes. Second, to remove 
the pendulous fragment and trust to 
superficial granulation without further 
operation ; and third, to incise the fore- 
skin, retract ha margin and attach the 
same by sutures to the remaining sound 
skin. 

The first plan seemed quite feasible, 
and in all probability would have proven 
satisfactory but was not adopted for the 
reason that in case of failure, in this way, 
to obtain reunion, the parts, after the ex- 
periment, would not be in so &vorable 
a coadition for another operation as they 
were at that time. 

The second would have been really 
nnsnr^ical, and was not seriously con- 
sidered, though it likewise might have 
terminated fevorably. 

The plan last named was the one 
therefore adopted. The operation was 
tke simplest possible : The patient was 



anesthetized by my friend, Dr. A. B.. 
Booth, who kindly assisted me on the 
occasion, and the detached and pendent 
portion of skin was cut away with a pair 
of scissors. With a sharp bistoury I 
then completely divided, superiorly, the 
foreskin, (which was, as usual, quite re- 
dundant), from its margin to the corona 
glandis, and below and nearly opposite 
a similar incision contiguous to the fre- 
num, yet taking care to avoid injuring 
it. The divided prepuce was then 
carried back and stitched by five or six 
interrupted sutures to the sound skin be- 
hind it. The sutures were made with 
ordinary surgeon's silk, though for some 
reasons it might have been best to have 
employed silver wire, yet the silk was- 
more convenient and is moreover, in 
some respects preferable, in a ease of this 
kind. In the present instance it an- 
swerd well. 

The operation, of course, exposed the 
glands, and constituted practical circum- 
cision. 

The after-treatment was as simple as^ 
the operation. The organ was enveloped 
in a little greasy rag, and over this a 
miniature roller bandage was applied, as 
a support, ^pd to control the swellings 
For a day or two a cold water dressing 
was used, and afterwards a simple ap- 
plication of carbolized cerate, in con- 
junction with a mixture of equal parts of 
baselicon ointment and sweet oil, using 
one or the other as circumstances seemed 
to require. 

On the fifth and sixth days I removed 
the sutures. From the beginning the 
case went on rapidly and without an un» 
toword symptom to complete recovery. 

From the health and youth of the 
subject, and the known reparative powers 
of the penis, I felt sure the case would 
terminate favorably. Yet was appre- 
hensive, and so expressed myself to the 
parents, that there would be more or less* 
deformity, and in the condition of erec- 
tion, probably inconvenience resulting, 
from the cicatrix^ that might in future 
require another little opesation to 
lieve. 
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In ten or twelve days the little fellow 
was up^ out and playing as usual, though 
lie expressed his purpose, in future, to 
^chew all acrobatic circus performances. 
He passed from my observation till very 
recently, when I again examined him, 
«nd was almost surprised to find the 
parts seemingly perfect in form and 
function. The glands, of course, were 
largely exposed, but the cicatrix, which 
I feared would form a constricting band 
and lead to more or less distortion, was 
a scarcely discovered white line, while 
the skin appeared to be just as disten- 
sible in its course as anywhere else. No 
complaint had ever been made, and I am 
sure none will ever be. 

This, Mr. Editor, is a little case, and 
a very simple one to report in a medical 
N journal, yet it is very practical, and one 
that involves a highly important mem- 
ber of the human economy. A little 
carelessness or mismanagement on the 
part of the medical attendant might 
Lave resulted very sadly for the parties 
interested, while the exercise of a mor- 
<}icum of Common sense, and perhaps a 
very little of surgical skill, it may be, 
has turned the mishap of my little pati- 
ent to his advantage, for if there be any 
benefits, hygienic qr otherwise, in the 
Mosaic operation of circumcision, we 
have them all here, though under a gen- 
tile regime and modification, so that in 
this respect at least, we may possibly re- 

fard the little fellow's "latter state as 
etter than his first.^' 



MANAGEMENT OF FEVERS IN 

GERMANY. - 



By W. S. Caldwell, M.D., Vienna, Austria. 



In the following article I may not be 
able to advance any new ideas ppon the 
subject of the management of the febrile 
state. I propose, however, to discuss 
oertain methods of procedure which are 
regarded by most practitioners of medi- 
cine as either too impracticable for adop- 
tion in private practice, or as resting 



upon evidence in point of utility which 
is not quite trustworthy. 

So much, in &ct, has been written, of 
late, on the cold water treatment of 
typhoid fever, that the subject would 
seem to be well nigh exhausted ; and the 
only apology that 1 have to ofifer for this 
encroachment upon an already fully oo* 
cupied field, is that I hope that some of 
the suggestions I shall make will be 
more easily carried out in private prac- 
tice than tho^ usually given by men 
who have at their command tbe abun- 
dant' resources of a well directed hos- 
pital. 

Much, however, as this subject has 
been discussed, and in spite of the won- 
derful statistics lately published by 
Liebermeister, showing the beneficial 
effects of the cold bath as an antipyretic 
agent, during my late visits to the Eng- 
lish and French hospitals I found that 
typhoid fever was generally treated by 
the administration of the mineral acids, 
much after the plan that I was taught 
in the the first lectures I attended a 
quarter of a century ago. In a course 
of lectures delivered by the professer of 
practical medicine in one of the New 
York colleges during the last winter, om 
the same subject, he never even referred 
to the benefits to be derived from the 
use of the cold bath in the management 
of this disease. 

A late work on the nature and man- 
agement of fevers (Ulber Wesen and 
Behandlung des Fiebers), by Dr. Carl 
Emil Buss, of Bale* is now attracting at- 
tention in Germany. 

The writer is a warm advocate of the 
fermentation theory as a cause of the 
febrile state, and he says that the irritant 
is a living organism, which, by its mul- 
tiplication in the circulation, calls forth 
the leison in each particular case, 

''Others again claim that the presence 
of a living organism in the blood is not 
the prime cause of the complex symp- 
toms, but that the products of decom- 
position which are produce*! by them, 
are more likely to act as an irritant, and 
thus cause the rise in temperature.^^ 
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The injection of putrid matters inte 
the circulation is found, he says, to pro- 
duce septic fever in a direct ratio to the 
quantity of bacteria which such fluid 
contains. One of the most pernicious 
results that follow as a sequel of fevers, 
is a degeneration of the muscular sub- 
stance of the heart, and a parenchyma- 
tous change in other oi^ns essential to 
lift. '' Although hyperpyrexia may ac- 
count in part for these results, it is prob* 
able that they are also largely produced 
by the presence of living animalculae, 
which as yet we are unable to discern, 
but which act essentially the same as the 
trichina spiralis upon the muscles of the 
body when it has gained access to the 
system.'' 

Taking this view of the nature of 
fevers in general, which the author 
claims are, in their manifestation^, essen- 
tially the same, our remedies should be 
such as have a tendency to destroy these 
low forms of animal life. ^^It is won- 
derful th t those remedies which are the 
most powerful anti-pyretics, all possess 
in an eminent degree antiseptic proper- 
ties also. In confirmation of the above 
theory^ it is found that the remedies that 
act so happily in reducing animal heat 
when we have a high temperature, pro- 
duce little or no effect when given to a 
healthy individual. It is very probable 
that the anti-pyretic properties of these 
drugs are effected by their combination 
within the circulation with the septic 
elemtint that produced the fever, and in 
this way we have a favorable result pro* 
duced.'^ 

While the author is a warm advocate 
of the use of cold baths to r* duee the 
temperature in fevers, he thinks that 
their use should be supplemented by 
other treatment, for in such diseases as 
diphtheria, scarlatina and the worst 
forms of abdominal typhus, our patient 
is stricken down at once, and succumbs 
rapidly to the overpowering effects of a 
prime cause, that our symptomatic treat- 
ment fails to reach. 

The indications in the treatment of 
fevers are, first, to neutralize the ^'causal 



irritant;" and, second, to use such other 
means w we have at our command, to 
assist in the reduction of the tempera- 
ture. 

To fulfill the first indication, the best 
remedies are the salicylates and cresoti- 
nic acid. Buss says, ''the antipyretic 
effects of the salicylate of soda cannot be 
equalled by any other drug. It is far 
preferable to the salt^^ of cinchona, be- 
cause it does not retard the elimination 
of carbonic acid in the system, and acts 
more energetically in reducing the ani* 
nal heat. Within three or four hours 
after the drug was given, the fall of tem- 
perature was generally from two to three 
degrees, but when given largely, the re- 
duction was as much as five degrees.. 
The formula for the use of this remedy 
in typhoid fever is as follows : 

Salicylate of soda 15 

Syrup of cinnamon 80 ' 

Water ISO Mix. 

Give one tablespoonful every three 
hours, excepting eight hours of the night, 
when the patient is allowed to sleep. 

Should this dose offend the stomach, 
he advises to give one-third the quantity 
and repeat the dose every hour. 

Cresotinic acid, given to the extent of 
10 to 15 grams in the 24 hours, was 
found equally efficacious. 

The effect of these remedies was, as the 
author asserts, to shorten the duration of 
typhoid fever. Their internal use was 
in most eases supplemented by the use of 
the cold bath, but as this part of the aab- 
ject is not \;ery different from that given 
by Lieberraeister, I will not quote the 
latter in this connection. — Journal and 
Examiner* 



TYPHOID FEVER OF CHIL- 

DREN. 



In the typhoid fever of children he 
gives, to a child six years of age, a tea- 
spoonful every three hours of a three 
per cent, solution of the salicylate of 
soda. 

If the temperature does not run 
higher than 38^3"^ C.^ he uses no other 
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treatment except nourishment m a fluid 
form, and red claret wine in doses ac- 
cording to the tendency that exists to a 
failure of the heart's action. Whenever 
the thermometer in the axilla registers a 
temperature above 38.3^ C, he then re- 
sorts to the use of cold packing with 
water ranging from 13^ C. to 18^ C, If 
the case be a more severe one, and the 
temperature runs as high as 40° C. to 
40.5° C, he resorts to cold baths, put- 
tine the patient into water at 30° C, 
and then adding cold water to reduce it 
from 18° to 24° C. These baths are 
only used as long as the fever is very 
high, the patient being kept in them from 
10 to 30 minutes, according to the time 
necessary to reduce the temperature. 

Speaking of the effects of ouinia in 
fevers fu[)on which subject the aoctor re- 
markea that the average physician was 
was a maniac), he only gives the remedy 
in their later stages, and then in small 
doses as a tonic. 

To illustrate in what manner quinia 
acts as an anti- pyretic, he related the fol- 
lowing case: 

"I was called a few days ago in con- 
sultation with another physician to see 
a child aged ten years, suffering from 
typhus abdominalis. As the attending 
physician was fond of giving quinia in 
this disease, I finally consented that the 
patient mieht have 6 decigrams of the 
drug, divided into three doses, and given 
at intervals of three hours, just before 
the exacerbation of the fever. The phy- 
sician not understanding the metric sys- 
tem of weights (it having been intro- 
duced into Austria only a few years), 
wrote his prescription for 6 grams in- 
stead of decigrams.^^ Dr. Monti was 
called again soon after the child had 
taken the last dose, and found it was 
deaf as an adder, breathing heavily, and 
capable of being aroused only to semi- 
consciousness with great difBculty. The 
temperature was reduced to 35.5 deg. C. 
in the axilla, though before the rtmedy 
was taken it was 40 deg. C. Stimulants 
were given, cold was applied to the head, 
and warm applications to the feet, and 



after some hours the patietft recovered 
from the effects of the drug. In this 
ease, although there was such a marked 
reduction of temperature at the time, the 
following day the exacerbation of tko 
fever was the same as before ihe reme- 
dy was given. 

The inference drawn by Dr Itfonti from 
this case, as well as from an extensive 
trial of the drug in other cases of typhoid 
fever, is that . quinia only acts as a cfe- 
eided anti-pyietic when given in doses 
that must be considered as poisonous in 
size, and that even when these doses are 
given daily,, they exercise no influence in 
shortening the duration of the attack. 

As bearing on this question of the 
anti-mTetic effects of quinia in this dis- 
ease, 1 will give the following case from 
my own private note-book. During the 
fall of 1876, while we were having a 
severe epidemic of typhoid fever in War- 
ren, Illinois, I was ealled to attend the 

daughter, aged IS years, of Mr. H , 

a lawyer of that town. 

The patient had enjoy ed previous good 
health, and was large and well developed 
for her age. 

The attack was severe from the oat- 
set, the temperature running to 40 deg* 
C. after the first week, and rising to 40.5 
deg. C. after the middje of second, and 
was accompanied by marked cerebral 
disturbance. My plan has always been 
to combat vigorously a temperature that 
reaches or exceeds 40 deg. C. For this 
purpose I usually wring cloths from 
water varying from 15 deg. to 20 deg. 
C, and envelop the body from under the 
axilla to the knees. 

If the patient be an adalt, the cloth 
used should be as large as a common 
sheet. 

I direct that these cloths should bo 
changed as often as every 15 to 20 min- 
utes, until the temperature is brought 
down to a point that I «*onsider compati- 
ble with the safety of the patient, say to 
38 deg. or 39 deg. C. 

To use this remedy requires consider- 
able judgment on the part of the nurse, 
with whom I always leave a thermorae- 
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ter^ so that my cold appl'eatioDB may be 
used intelligently. 

As sometimes happens, the case above 
referred to was very sensitive to the ap- 
plication of the wet pack, and so after 
trying it in a rather unsatisfactory man* 
ner for a week, I determined to discon- 
tinue its use, and resort to auinia to ful- 
fill the indications for whicn I had been 
using the eold water. 

With this view I gave her 0.48 gram 
of the remedy at 4, 6 and 8 o'clock p. m., 
for three days in succession. The effect 
of the drug was to increase the nervous 
disturbance with my patient, without in 
the least lessening the tempefaeure of the 
body, and finding her in every way worse 
at the expiration of this time, I fell 
back with renewed energy on my hydro- 
pathic treatment of the case. 

From this time on I gave no medicine 
save a single dose of chloral-hydrate at 
night, kept the temperature down' to 
38.3 deg. C., and my patient grew grad- 
ually better and made a good recovery, 
after a duration of the fever of eighteen 
days. 

In Prof. Duohek's wards here in Vi- 
enna, to which, by the courtesy of his 
first assistant, Dr. Brenner, I have had 
free access at all times, the treatment of 
the milder cases of typhoid fever is en- 
tirely expectant. 

The patient is given small doses of 
dilute sulphuric acid, but as this is their 
universally prescribed placebo, it must 
not be considered in the light of an at- 
tempt at medication. 

One point in their dietetic rules here 
is worthy of note, and that is that no 
patient who has typheid fever of even 
the mildest type, is allowed a single 
mouthful of food as long as he has any 
increase of temperature. Milk, soup and 
claret wine are used exclusively as nour- 
ishment. 

When the case is more severe, and any 
treatment is considered necessary, either 
salicylate of soda or quiuia is given. 

The former is preferred in the earlier 
stages of the disease, or where there ex- 



ists any marked tendency to cerebral 
hyperemia. 

The manner of prescribing the remedy 
is as follows : 

Salioylate of 8od» 5 

Syrup of nspberry 20 

Water 200 Mix. 

Give one tablespoonfiil every 3 hours 
during the waking hours of the patient, 
or from 14 to 16 hours out of the twenty- 
four. 

When quinia is used, 1 gram is given 
in the twenty-four hours, usually in 
three doses, at 2, 5 and 8 p. m. 

Cathartics are not given, the bowels 
being moved every three or four days 
by injections. 

But it is to the manner of using cold 
water in these wards that I wish to call 
the attention of the reader, as it is en- 
tirely praeticable, and its value such as 
after considerable experience I have veri- 
fied in my own practice. 

First, baths are entirely ignored. 

The arguments against them, are : — 
first, that their use involves an amount 
of discomfort to the patient, that is not 
compensated for by any additional ad- 
vantage that they offer over the wet 
sheet. 

Second, in using them it is necessary 
to subject the patient to an amount of 
physical exertion that is likely to act 
deleteriously on the future course of the 
disease. In other words, they deem it 
essential that the patient should be kept 
as absolutely quiet as possible during the 
whole course of the fever. 

If he be feeble, in the latter stages of 
the disease, he is not allowed to rise up- 
right in bed, even to evacuate the blaa- 
der or bowels. 

This perfect quiet is supposed to re- 
tard the fatty metamorphosis in the mus- 
cular tissue of the heart and other or- 
gans. 

Fever patients here are usually dress- 
ed in a single garment, open in front, 
reaching to the feet, somewhat after the 
fashion of a lady's night-dress. A rub- 
ber sheet is put over the mattress to pre- 
vent, its becoming damp. When the 
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temperature rises to a point that is 
thoaght to be unsafe, they resort to the 
cold pack, and use it in the following 
manner. The patient, being dressed as 
above indicated, a sheet is wrung out of 
water of a temperature varying from 7.6 
dee. to 16.5 C, and in this his entire 
body is enveloped, and over this is 
thrown a dry covering. These sheets 
are changed every 14 to 20 minutes for 
from two to five times, a thermometer 
being kept constantly in the axilla to de- 
note the fall in temperature that is re- 
quired. 

After the temperature has &llen, the 
patient's garment as well as his bedding 
is changed, for the sake of dryness. 

By the assistance of two intelligent 
nurses, all this is accomplished with the 
least possible amount of exertion on the 
part of the patient. 

If he be decidedly feeble, he is ^iven 
either brandy alone or milk punch be- 
fore the wet sheets are used. 

The advantage of the procedure above 
given is that it can be carried out easily 
in private practice, which is not the case 
with the cold baths as recommended by 
Leibermeister. — lb. 



THE THERAPEUTICAL USE OF 
lODINIZED MILK. 



Lazansky, assistant at the clinic of 
Professor Pick, in Prague, has recently 
experimented with the view of deter- 
mining the value of employing nurse's 
milk, impregnated with iodine, as a 
remedy in syphilis and other diseases in 
which iodine is indicated, A case is re- 
ported {Viertelj.f, Dermatol, u. Syph. /., 
1878) in which the result was extremely 
satisfactory. A nursing woman, suffer- 
ing from constitutional syphilis, whose 
five months old child was likewise syp- 
ilitic, was given half a gramme (7Jgrs.) 
of iodide of potassium twice a day. No 
medicine was given to the child. Ou 
the day this medication was begun, 
chemical examination of the milk and 
urine of the mother showed the pres- 
ence of iodine in both these secretions. 



On the following day, the pretence of 
iodine was also demonstrated in the 
urine of the child. On interrupting the 
administration of the medicine, the 
iodine disappeared from the secretions 
to reappear when its use was resumed. 
The cnild thrived remarkably well, and 
the manifestations of the disease disap- 
peared rapidly in it as well as in the 
mother. The latter complained of no 
symptoms of gastric derangement, and 
she gained rapidly in flesh and strength. 
The mammae remained large and full of 
milk, and no diminution of the lacteal 
secretion could bf noticed. The quality 
of the milk also remained good. The 
author thinks, therefore, that the asser- 
tion so frequently made by obstetricians 
and others, that iodide of t>otassium is 
an antigalactogogue, is by no means 
proven. He also thinks, with Bouley, 
that there is a new combination entered 
into between the iodine and certain con- 
stituents of milk, which renders the 
medicine more assimilable. He adds, 
that not only in syphilis, but in other 
diseases of children and of adults, where 
iodine is indicated, this method of ad- 
ministration may be of use. The milk 
of animals might be iodinized by adding 
iodine preparations to their food, as had 
been successfully done by Lewald, Pie- 
gey, and others. — Va. Med. Monthly. 

A NOVEL UEINAL. 
Dr. Packard, in the Philadelphia Med- 
ical Society, said that he could mention 
a practical point that might be valuable 
to the members of the society, as it had 
been to him. He had attended a lady 
suflering with a large abscess, where the 
use of the bed pan for micturition was 
impossible, and catheterism annoying, 
when the patient herself suggested the 
following expedient : She Lad a large, 
coarse sponge inclosed in an oiled silk 
ba^, and applied to the parts; it ab- 
sorbed the urine perfectly, kept the bed 
drj', and contributed greatly to the com- 
fort of the patient. He had since used 
the plan in other cases with much satis- 
faciion. 
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CASE OF UMBILICAL HERNIA. 
BrB. H. Walkik, H.D., Of DutIIU, T*. 

I was called to see Mrs. G. in Febra- 
txy last. I was told by her husband, 
who came-for me, that she was suflVring 
from an "enlargement in her abclowen ; 
that sometimes she was better, and then, 
from no apparent cause, she wonid get 
rapidly worse." From his attempts at 
description I suspected hernia in some 
form. 

Upon eiamination of the patient, I 
fonoaher to 1 
large, fleihy 
weighing two 
and twenty poi 
domen pendii 
the walls w( 
with adiposeti 
trading from 
bilicai ring w 
strangulated w 
tain rational 
clearly indicab 
i8tenceofint«e 
imprisoned su 
After careful 
der partial ans 
found the stri 
ceedingly u e 
Having to dei 

much &t in the adjacent structures that 
it seriously impaired ray eiforfs at taxis, 
I expressed ths doubt to her husband 
and nerself, as to the efficiency of any 
means of relief short of operation, which 
I feared I would have to perform. This 
she streuuously objected to, saying, "she 
was going to die, any way," urging me 
to relieve her again by anffisthesia. 

Bringing my patient quite un<Ier the 
influence of chloroform tlie second time, 
preceded by a hopodermic injection of 
morphia, and applying ice and ether lo- 
cally (o the tumor, by prnt'inged and 
careful efforts the hernia was reduced, 
i.e., the intestine was liberated ; but I 
found, then, a small, adherent substance 
attached to one side of the ring. The 
patient's bowels were soon relieved, and 



in the course of twelve hours sufficient 
evidence of thorough evacuation of the ' 
alimeotary canal bad occurred. This 
satisfied me of the nature of the remain- 
ing substance of the tumor. Conaider- 
able tenderness supervened ; and a fever 
heat to 104.5 deg. Fahr., for fort^-eight 
hours, was trpated by cool applications- 
over the abdomen, and fluid extract or 
gelseminum, as circumstances demanded. 
Upon the restoration to health, I 
found the entailment at the ring grad- 
ually decreasing. I used iodine lini- 
ment, and kept up a soluble state of the 



bowels. At the expiration of two weeks- 
the tumor had entirely disappeared, leav- 
ing a larger opening than before its re- 
moval. Through this umbilical outlet 
masses of intestine and omentum not un- 
frequently protruded, despite the efForts 
at restraint made by the temporary dress- 
ings and instruments used. The patient 
was cautioned (and I think needlessly 
so, for her recentsufferings were vividly 
before her.) She affirmed that the 
weight of her abdomen, when standing,. 
would displace any appliance to the um- 
bilical rinj;. AH efforts to restrict the 
protrusion prevailed but a short time. 

Seeing that an abdominal supjKirter 
was indispensable in the management of 
the case (an operation for radical cure 
being opposed as persistently as was that 
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suggested for relief of the stricture), 1 
found that her protection must be in* 
stmmental. I could not adjust both 
supporter and truss (each of wnich were 
urgently demanded) without strangulat- 
ing, as it were, large masses and folds of 
the abdominal walls intervening be- 
tween the upper border of the supporter 
and the lower margin of the truss. Nor 
would this difficulty have been obviated 
had I had a larger, or rather hieher, 
supporter, as the motions of the body 
would have permitted the displacement 
of one or the other of the instruments, 
from the integument gradually insinuate 
ing itself between, and eventually be- 
coming a source of pain and discomfort, 
or else displacing the protectors. 

Under these circumstances the genius 
of invention was appealed to. As my 
memory had failed to suggest any reme- 
dy in the various instruments Revised 
heretofore for similar situations, I drew 
a diagram for a combination truss and 
abdominal supporter, which I eent to 
that most excellent house of George Tie- 
mann & Co., New York. In a few days 
they sent the instrument perfect in every 
particular. I lost no time in adjusting 
it for my anxious patient, who has been 
wearing it with infinite delight and ab- 
solute safety, for three months. Messrs. 
Tiemann & Co. were so delighted with 
the invention, as they call it, that they 
have had an electrotype taken of it and 
forwarded to me. I have sent it to you, 
with this article. — Medical and Surgical 
Reporter, 



Dr. Q. C. Smith, of Cloverdale, con- 
veys a valuable hint in the following 
note: "When cow's milk is found to 
disasrree with hand-fed babies or small 
children, it may, in many cases, be ren- 
dered entirely wholesome to them by 
adding to it a small portion of table palt, 
JMSt enough to be perceptible to the taste. 
I have for years directed the practice of 
this expedient among our people, and I 
know it t« be of real value.*' — Padfic 
Med. and Surg, Jour, 



SOCIETY REPORTS. 



MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SO- 
CIETY. 



Atlanta, July, 1878. 

Dr. Crawford in the chair. 

Dr. R. C. Word introduced the sub- 
ject of Cholera-Infantum, and asked the 
views of the members in regard to the 
nature and treatment of this affection* 
He regarded the so-called summer com- 
plaint of children, as the same disease,, 
differing only in degree, or as modified 
by the di&erenceof location and state of 
the atmosphere. He asked for informa- 
tion especially as to the treatment of the 
disease. He did not care to have re- 
commended the old routine method of 
calomel, opium and astringents. In 
some cases the disease recovered under 
this treatment, ,and in exceptional cases- 
it might recover under almost any treat- 
ment. But as a rule he regarded this 
method as a fiiilure. The percentage of 
mortality in this disease had been, and 
is yet, fearful, especially in our large 
cities. He had, in a great degree, aban- 
doned the old method. Occasionally he 
prescribed a mercurial at the start, but 
relies mostly upon the use of the bro- 
mides, oft repeated ; aconite in minute 
and repeated doses, where there is fever; 
sometimes gelseminum, tepid or cold 
bath, cold cloths orsoothing applications 
to the abdomen ; cold water to drink, 
ad Hbitumy and as ant-acid and restrain- 
ing, the improved Chalk Mixture, as 
published in the June number of The. 
Southern Medical Record, or the 
Neutralizing Cordial, in the same num- 
ber of journal. Under this treatment 
his success in summer complaints of 
children had been much better than 
formerly, yet not altogether satisfactory. 

For children deprived ©f the breast,, 
he had found condensed milk to be the 
best article of diet. The " Eagle brand,'* 
he thought the best, though not always 
uniform as to the quantity of sugar it 
contained, being sometimes too sweet*. 
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He did not propose to discuss the sub- 
ject t\i\\y, but desired to elicit the views 
of the members. 

Dr. A. R. Alley said that cholera in- 
&ntum was generally endemic to the 
Gulf and South Atlaotic and sea coast 
cities, where it pi^evails sometimes al- 
most epidemically with fearful mort lity. 
It may occur away from these points in 
a limited and sporadic form, being modi- 
fied by the cooler atmosphere. 

As to its etiology, the profession seems 
to be in doubt as to whether it is pro- 
duced by heat and atmospheric condition 
or by dentition. The profession gener- 
ally, he thought, accepted the theory 
that it was due to heat aggravated by 
dentition. The symptoms of cholera in- 
fantum are the same as Asiatic cholera 
in the adult — vomiting and purging, 
often ending in collapse and death. 

Away from the larger central points 
we have the summer complaints of chil- 
dren from teething, etc. * He regarded 
heat and atmospheric condition as the 
prime causes of cholera, dentition being 
only a secondary cause, or perhaps only 
aggravating the disease by keeping up 
•constantly the irritation. His plan of 
treating the disease, when not in the ag- 
gravated form, is to do very little, rely- 
ing upon hygiePic rules and good nour- 
ishing food with stimulants. If the 
bowels are very loose he had used the 
following with fine success : 

B. — SubnitrAte bUmuth 1 to 2 gruns. 

PepBin 1 to 2 *• 

Tannin } to 2} " 

PalT. oinnftmen...... ^ to 2 '' 

As a dese to be given every two hours. 
Using also hot stupes of mint and flan- 
nel over the whole abdominal region. 
He never gives calomel in this disease at 
the early stage, as advised by some, as it 
tends to increase the irritation and nau- 

. sea. There being a tendency to collapse 
it acts as a sedative, and no doubt pro- 
duces congestion of the brain. 

He never gave mercury until the stools 
denote the absence of bile, and then 

• only in small stimulating doses of ^ to ^ 
grain. He "expunged'' the chalk 
mixture and hydrarg cum. creta as 



they cause irritation and increase the 
vomiting. His treatment was rather 
expedanL He never gave cold water, 
but pellets of ice, which is more grateful 
and does not overload the stomach. If 
the child be too weak to nurse, he used 
the condensed milk. Eagle brand, as fol- 
lows : a laree tablespoonful is added to 
a tumblerful of hot. water and the sola* 
tion fed to the child by a spoon. If the 
skin be hot and dry use warm bath, ad- 
ding whisky to it. Let the child be 
lightly clothed and kept cool, with free 
ventilation, along with Valentine meat 
juice which is a splendid preparation, 
being light, nutrititious and ready for 
use when j:ieeded. 

If the gums are red and swollen, they 
should be lanced, and if painful rub 
them with a mixture of laudanum and 
honey in small quantities, applied with 
the finger. It will be found very seeth- 
ing to the gums. 

Dr. T. S. Powell said that cholera in- 
fantum was, in all probability, caused by 
impure air. It seemed to be a species 
of cholera peculiar to this country, and 
found mostly in the larger cities of the 
Middle and Southern States, occurring 
only in the summer season, by which 
we infer that a hi^h temperature is 
among the causes which develop the 
disease. Teething children are most 
subject to it, and many have attributed 
the disease to this cause alone. 

True cholera infantum presents in the 
outset, all the symptoms of cholera 
morbus in the adult, but the prognosis 
is less favorable, and the disease, if not 
speedfly terminating in collapse, is pro- 
tracted, attended with diarrhoea and a 
remittent form of fever, with intense 
thirst and a tendency to cerebral conges- 
tion, convulsions, etc. 

Post mortems reveal congestion but 
seldom inflammation of the brain. Oc- 
casionally there is inflammation and 
hydrocephalus, but inflammation of the 
mucous membrane of the stoi^ach and 
bowels is seldom, if ever, absent ; and 
the liver is almost invariably engorged, 
sometimes to an enormous extent. 
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We have been etrnck by the resem- 

rblance of the liver as it appears in 

chickens that die of chicken cnolera to 

the enlarged liver of a child which has 

died of cholera infiintiun. 

In regard to treatment, we have seen 
nothing in all the new agents proposed 
of late years, which improves greatly 
upon that proposed by Dewers and cer- 
tain of the older writers. It is true that 
cholera infiintum is an exceedingly fatal 
disease, and the percentage of deaths is 
great, and must be so, especially in view 
of the fiict that the most important 
remedial measare suggested by the phy- 
sician is seldom carried out because of 
poverty or other inability of the parents, 
and that is to remove the child from the 
impure, heated atmosphere of the city to 
the purer and cooler air of the country. 

As to drugs, we think that small doses 
of calomel, from ^ to ^ of a grain, is in- 
dicated in the outset. It may be well, 
in some cases, to encourage the vomit- 
ing at first, by draughts of tepid water 
to make sure that all irritating sub- 
stances have been removed from the 
.stomach; and sometimes the nausea may 
be allayed by injections of warm water 
into the rectum and repeated until a 
&ecal or bilious discharge is obtained. 
When this occurs the nausea is usually 
suspended, and if it recur the injection 
may be repeated often with similar good 
results. Then the small doses of calo- 
mel may appropriately follow, giving a 
dose every two hours until the liver is 
acted upon, as indicated by bilious dis- 
charges, after which the calomel should 
be given at longer intervals. If there 
be not too much fever an opiate may be 
injected into the rectum at night to pro- 
cure rest and quiet. 

This treatment may be persevered in 
for a reasonable time, or unti'l the secre- 
tions be established. If the disease per- 
sists the warm bath, soothing applica- 
tions and such -remedies as the particular 
symptoms of the case may indicate should 
be used. But in any stage of the case, 
if it be possible, remove the child to the 
country. 



Dr. J. J. Knott said : I rerard this 
affection of infants as being aependent 
on the depressing effects of vitiated aii*^ 
and a high temperature during that pe- 
culiar period, dentition. This depression 
takes place in the great sympathetic^ 
producing a condition of the alimentary 
canal unfavorable to assimilation. With- 
in the last few years I have managed all 
the cases that I have bad with but little 
trouble. My main reliance is in the fol- 
lowing prescription : 

R.— Lemon jaice oi. U. 

Garb, ammonia grs. zL 

M. S. J to i teaspoon fill every 2 or $ 
hours, if the depression is very great, 
I give immediately 5 grs. sulph. quinine 
in solution by enema, rub the spine with 
turpentine, with turpentine applications 
over the bowels. If^the child is nursing 
take it from the breast and feed it on 
teas until the unfavorable symptoms dis- 
appear. 

THE ETIOLOOT OF MEMBRANOUS DYSMEN- 

OBRHOSA. 

At a meeting of the Obstetrical Soci- 
ety of London, Dr. Cory recorded a case 
which strongly supported Dr. Haus- 
mann's view that such are due to imper- 
fect impregnation. The patient, previ- 
ous to her marriage, at the age of thirty, 
had never passed any membrane. She 
aborted three times, between the second 
and third months, during the first two 
years of married life. Since then, she 
had almost invariably passed, at, her 
menstrual periods, membranes, which 
proved to be very perfect casts of the 
uterine cavity, and presenting all the 
naked-eye and microscopical appearances 
of its mucous lining. The membrane 
usually eame away on the second day ot 
menstruation, previous to which the dys- 
menorrhoea was acute. Later on, she 
lived apart from her husband for nine 
months, during which time she had 
menstruated regularly without passing 
any membrane. — Medictd and Surgioal 
Reporter. 
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CHLOROFORM IN LABOR. 



Br L. P. T41ID1LL, M.D., 

Profdfitor of ThcrapeatiM ftnd GUniotl Medloine 
ia tilt UniTwtity of LouiiTiUt. 



" The man who would whip a poor 
helpless woman with a oat-6'-iline*tails 
would receive condign punishment at 
the hands of the law> and, in my judg- 
ment; the doctor who allows a woman to 
sufi^r the pangs of childhood without 
chloroform is equally culpable^ and de* 
serves equally severe punishment.'' 
Such is the forcible language I had the 
pleasure to hear from the lips of the 
great and good Sir James Simpson, at 
the British Medical Association, in 1867, 
in Dublin. My father, professor of 
chemistry in the University of Louis- 
ville at the time of the discovery of the 
anaesthetic power of chloroform, was one 
of the first to manufacture this substance 
in the West, and was one of the earliest 
ttnd most earnest advocates for its use, 
and, up to the time of his death, he em- 
ployed it in all cases where the patient 
was willing to take it, and he never, in 
a single instance, had the slightest cause 
to attribute any bad result to chloro- 
form. 

Under my fiither's instructions, I be- 
gan its administration when I entered 
the profession twenty-one years ago, and 
to-day, I entertain very much the senti- 
ment expressed by Sir James Simpson. 
I have never known an untoward event 
to result from chloroform in labor. I 
know no contraindication to its use, and 
I advise it in every case, and give it in- 
variably if the patient does not object. 

That chloroform, in obstetrical prac- 
tice, is incapable of harm, no one will 
assert, but its danger, like that of mor- 
phia, atropia, hydrocyanic acid, and, in* 
^eed, we may aidd food, water^ and fire, 
lies in tho manner of its use. Merphia, 



atropia, priissic acid, food, fire, and water 
are beneficent agents when properly em* 
ployed, but, asra otherwise, tney may 
produce deplorable results. It is the 
excess of chloroform that does the harm 
when harm is done by this substance in 
the lying-in room. 

Anesthesia is not only necessary in 
labor, but, indeed, in normal cases, is 
•nly permissible in the last throes, when 
the acme of agony is reached, just as the 
presenting part is about to emerge from 
the vulva. By anaesthesia I mean, as 
the word signifies, paralysis of sensation, 
oblivion. Chloroform anesthesia may 
sometimes produce aclnesia — that is, loss 
of motion, or, in other words, may arrest 
the expulsive efforts of the uterus— but 
anaesthesia is not what we desire in the 
lying-in patient. 

Analgesia — that is, absence of the sen- 
sation of pain — is the condition to be in- 
duced ; only analgesia is not anaesthesia 
or acinesia. It has been denied that ab- 
sence of pain can be compassed without 
the production of insensioility, and the 
roduction of insensibility, it is claimed 
y many, generally, if not usually, ar- 
rests the uterine contractions, or a least 
diminishes their strength. Such is not 
the fact, according to the writer's expe- 
rience. In the majority of cases, even 
perfect anaesthesia will not arrest or en- 
feeble the contractions, though sometimes 
it does so. Analgesia, on the other 
hand^ according to the writer's observa- 
tions, may be accomplished with certain- 
ty, safety, great benefit to the patient, 
by the proper administration of chloro- 
form. The recital of a case may make 
my meaning clearer : 

Mrs. H., the mother of three children, 
having great fear of chloroform, had 
never been willing to take it in labor 
until she came under my charge. Her 
pains being intense, there was little dif- 
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Acuity in inducing her to inhale it^ but 
4ihe insisted that it should not be given 
after she should say, '^ That will do/' or 
'' I have enough/' I gave it at the be- 
ginning of a severe pain^ and only a few 
inspirations were taken when she pushed 
the handkerchief away, saying, '^iThat 
will do/' The uterine contraction ex- 
pended itself in the usual time, and the 
patient went into a brief sleep. This 
procedure, with similar results, was re- 
peated until the child was about to be 
expelled, when the chloroform was given 
freely, and total unconsciousness was 
produced. After a few moments, Mrs. 
H. awakened unaware that the child was 
born. She declared that, up to the last 
moments, she knew everything that was 
igoine on, and that she distinctly felt the 
expulsive efforts of the uterus, but expe- 
rienced not the slightest sense of pain 
during their continuance. I have de- 
livered this lady of three children, and 
the description of the first labor answers 
for all. 

Mrs. H.'s case, being a typical one, 
sufficiently illustrates my meaning and 
my practice. The chloroform is best 
given upon a small nankin or handker- 
-chief. Its use should only be begun 
after decided bearing-down pains have 
set in. Bequest the patient to give warn- 
ing of the approaching pain, and when 
^e does so, dash the chloroform, much 
•or little, OB the napkin, apply it over 
the mouth and nose, ana direct full, 
strong inspirations to be made. Three 
or four, or half a dozen, breaths usually 
suffice to allay all suffering, and the ex- 
pulsion movement is in nowise affected. 

In France, where the comfort of wo- 
men is less considered than in many 
other countries, the employment of chlo- 
roform in child-birth is comparatively 
rare, though of late it is being much 
more used. It has been contended by 
some French writer, whose name I can- 
not recall, that the results, such as I have 
^enumerated in Mrs. H.'s case, are entire- 
ly due to the imagination of the patient. 
That such is the lact but few will be- 
lieve. It is incredible that any imagin- 



ation can be strong enough to render a 
woman oblivious to the agonies of par- 
turition. During more than thirty years 
of administration of chloroform to par- 
turient women, no death therefrom has 
occurred, it is asserted ; but it is difficult 
to believe that such a statement is abso- 
lutely true, when we consider the pow- 
erful nature of this medicine and its use 
by so many ignorant and incompetent 

Sersons. Certainly, however, it can have 
one but little harm or we should have 
read more of its bad behavior. It is im- 
portant to bear in mind, in this connec- 
tion, that chloroferm is given, by most 
practitioners who ^use it, much more 
freely than I have recommended it. Sir 
James Simpson, on the occasion before 
alluded to, stated that, in Edinboro, he 
often found his patient chloroformed by 
the nurse when ne arrived, and his prac- 
tice, and also my &ther's, was to keep 
the patient chloroformed from the begin- 
ning of the first bearing-down pains un- 
til the end of the struggle. In my own 
judgment, this is only necessary in ab- 
normal labors, but in such, I have given 
chloroform to the degree of oblivion for 
twelve or more consecutive hours, and 
never with any unpleasant effect, unless 
may be a troublesome nausea or head- 
ache, which passed away within twenty- 
four hours. — Louiaville Med. News. 



ENLARGED PROSTATE. 

Dr. Atlee, in a paper read before the 
Philadelphia County Medical Society, on 
enlarged prostate, lays do^n the three 
following propositions, with remarks fol- 
lowing: 

1. That the prostate and its vessels 
are possessed of unstriped muscular 
fibre. 

2. That the bladder is a hollow organ 
with an involuntary muscular coat. 

3. Thai ergot will contract unstriped 
or involuntary muscular tissue, as it 
does in the uterus. 

Therefore, as a corollary, ergot ought 
to be a remedy for enlarged prostate and 
its effects. 

This was the theory upon which I 
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based the practice^ and whether the ra- 
tionale is correct or not, my experience 
in the use of ergot in such cases had 
been most satis&ctorj. Several patients 
over sixty years of age have been treat- 
ed with ergot, and have been able to lay 
aside the catheter after having been the 
victims of its daily use. When called to 
a case of retention from enlarged pros- 
tate, my rule is first to relieve the blad- 
der by means of the catheter, and follow 
this immediately by ordering twenty 
drops of the fluid extract of ergot every 
four hours, until the patient gets entire 
control over his bladder. Until this is 
accomplished, I continue to relieve him 
with the catheter every twelve hours. 
As his power of urination is restored, I 
diminish the frequency of the medicine, 
and gradually end in giving a dose every 
night. A gentleman, who died last 
month, at the age of ninety-two, was ex- 
ceedingly ill in August, 1872, in conse- 
quence of retention of urine from en- 
larged prostate, and had to be regularly 
oatheterized for relief. He was placed 
upon the above treatment, and in a few 
days was able to do without his cathe- 
ter. His urinary organs were kept in a 
good condition by taking a dose of ergot 
every night, and he enjoyed much better 
health in consequence, and died recently 
of old age. I mention this case in par- 
ticular, because a post-mortem examina- 
tion proved to me that the prostate had 
been diminished in size by the treat- 
ment. 

In these cases, it is very common for 
sedimentary deposits to accumulate in 
the bladder, which becomes a source of 
irritation and discomfort, and if the or- 
gan should fail to expel its contents en- 
tirely, it is best ^very few days to intro- 
duce the catheter to remove them. 



CASE ILLU8TEATING THE TRBATMENT OF 
BROMIDE RASH WITH ARSENIC. 

The beneficial effect of arsenic on the 
bromide rash deserves to be more widely 
known than it appears to be, and the fol- 
lowing case, reported by Dr. Gh>wer8 
{Lanedf Jane 16, 1878), illustrating it, 



may be of some interest. It is briefly 
reported from the out-patient practice at 
the National Hospital for the Paralyzed 
and Epileptic : 

S. S., a man aged thirty-eight, had 
taken bromide of potassium certainly for 
five years, on account of fits, and during 
the whole of that time, he had had a 
large amount of acne upon the fade. In 
the summer of 1877, the face was cov- 
ered with coalescent acne pustules, and 
presented a most repulsive appearance. 
The eruption was also abundant on the 
chest. The addition of a small quantity 
of sulphur to each dose did a little good ; 
the rash improved for a short time, but 
it soon got worse again. Sulphide of 
calcium was then tried, but with no fur- 
ther improvement, and it made him sick.^ 
The dose of bromide was then lessened 
from twenty to ten grains three times a 
day, and the acne lessened considerably^ 
but the fits became worse, and on again 
increasing the bromide, the acne became 
more abundant, and soon was as bad as^ 
ever. On September 28, five drops of 
arsenical solution were given twice a day» 
In a fortnight, all the spots of acne were 
gore from the face, and those on the 
chest had faded. The arsenic was con- 
tinued for some time, and then reduced, 
and ultimately discontinued. The skin 
remained healthy for a time, but a month 
afterwards the face was covered with a 
fresh bromide rash, red elevations, with 
several points of suppuration in them. 
Many large spots of similar kind were 
on the back of the neck, chest, and arms. 
This eruption commenced a week after 
the discontinuance of the arsenic. It 
again disappeared when the arsenic was 
resumed. — Ab. Med. Science. 



UNOPFICINAL PLANTS. 

American Ivy. The bark and twigs 
have been used for dropsy. 

American Senna. Analogous to sen- 
na, and contains a principle similar tO' 
cathartin. Efficient and safe cathartic, 
thongh less active than the imported 
senna. 

Alnerican Water Hemlock. Closelj 
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analogous to European species. In sev- 
eral instances^ children have been fatally 
poisoned by eating its roots. It is high- 
ly recommended as a specific in nervous 
headache. The seeds contain an alka- 
loid supposed to be identical with conia. 

Life Everlasting (Antennaria Marga- 
ritacca). The leaves are astringent and 
expectorant. 

Cashew-nut Tree (Anacardium Occi- 
dentale). A small tree of the West In- 
dies, from the bark of which a gum ex- 
udes, similar to gum Arabic, but only in 
part soluble in water.^ Its fruit affords 
a juice which has been recommended in 
uterine complaints and dropsy. 

Aristolochia. Fourteen species have 
the same medicinal virtues as the offici- 
nal A. serpentaria. 

Pleurisy Root possesses diaphoretic 
and expectorant properties, without be- 
ing a stimulant. 

Ascletincj an " eclectic " preparation, 
recommended as the active principle of 
pleurisy root. 

Beaked Hazel, the nut of which is 
covered with short spiculse, which have 
been used, like cowhage, as a vermifuge. 

Beech Oil is used in Picardy, and 
other parts of France, instead of butter. 

Bladder-wrack (Fucus Vesiculosus). 
A sea-weed growing on the shores of 
Europe. It contains soda, in saline com- 
bination, and iodine, in the state of iod. 
of potash. Used to decrease obesity. 

Bouncing Bet. is a vulgar name for 
soapwort. 

Broom-rape has been used in cancer- 
ous affections. 

Bugle- weed. Mild narcotic and astrin- 
gent. - 

Camellia Sasanqua. An aromatic 
plant, the flowersofwhich are sometimes 
mixed with tea leaves in order to render 
them fragrant. 

Cardinal Flower (Lobelia Cardinalis). 
A species of lobelia, said to possess an- 
thelmintic properties. 

Cassina. The leaves possess emetic 
properties, and form, in decoction, the 
black drink of the Indians, 

Castanea. The bark of castanea pa* 



mila, a species of chestnut tree, the bark 
of which is astringent and tonic. 

Ceanothus American us (New Jersey 
Tea, Red Root). Root is astringent, and 
said to be useful in syphilitic complaints. 
The leaves have been used as a substi- 
tute for tea. Ceanothine is a name given 
to an extract prepared from the leaves of 
this plant. 

Celandine (Chelidonium Majus) pos- 
sesses diuretic, diaphoretic, and expecto- 
rant properties, and said also to be an 
acrid purgative. 

Celantrus Scandens (Climbing Staff 
Tree), the bark of which is said to pos- 
sess emetic, diaphoretic, and narco 
properties. 

Yellow Dock. Astringent, tonic, and 
alterative. 

Common Elder, the flowers of which 
are gently excitant and sudorific. 

Ginseng, a favorite remedy with horse 
doctors, is little more than a demulcent. 

Horse Mint is stimulant and carmin- 
ative. 

Mountain Ash. All parts astringent. 

Water Pepper. Diuretic. 

Barberry. A cooling drink is made 
of it in New England for fevers. 

True Watercress. Anti-scorbutic. 

Prickly Ash. Stimulant emmena- 
gogue. 

Buckthorn Family. Violent cathar- 
tics. 

Common Geranium. Root is astrin- 
gent; may be boiled in milk and sugar; 
excellent for children. The root should 
be collected in autumn. — Eothrock. 

Common Wild Indigo. Used in do- 
mestic practice ; also, in eclectic practice* 
Some authorities say it is very useful in 
typhoid fever, used in place of turpen- 
tine — that is, for just such symptoms as 
require the use of turpentine. 

Quince. Seed astringent and demul- 
cent. 

Blessed Thistle. Harmless ; simply 
mucilaginous. 

To those camping out, the Common 
Hemlock makes a good tea. 

The Common Hop is widely distrib- 
uted. 
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Wild Hop can be used with perfect 
safety. 

Butternut is much used by the eclec- 
tics ; it is a good laxative ; also, good for 
habitual constipation, not creating sec- 
ondary costiveness, like rhubarb. — Phil- 
adelphia Dny. and Oiem. 

T" 

MEDIOOLEGIL EVIDENCE. 

Prof. Joseph Jones having pronounced 
the stains found upon the clothing of a 
suspected murderer to be caused by human 
blood from a person suffering from ma- 
larial fever^ was thus questioned by the 
defence before the court ! 

EXAHINATIOK ON THE PAET OF THE| 

DEFENCE. 

D. Are you absolutely certain that the 
stains on the pieces of cloth^ placed in 
your hands for microscopical and chemi- 
cal analysis were caused by human 
blood ? 

J. The substances causing the stains 
presented all the chemicsl and micro- 
scopical properties of human blood, or 
blood presenting a special pathological 
alteration. 

D. Can you by means of chemical and 
microscopical examination of the blood 
determine any form of disease ? 

J. By chemical and microscopical ex- 
amination, I am not able to determine 
every form of disease. 

D. You would then be in doubt con- 
cerning the result, in certain diseases, of 
the chemical and microscopical examina- 
tion ; please state therefore if there are 
any diseases, the nature of which may be 
revealed by the microscope? 

S. The microscope enables us to dis- 
tinguish clearly the change induced in 
the blood by malarial fever. That con- 
dition of the blood known as leuceoy th- 
aemia or leukaema can be accurately de- 
termined by microscopical examination. 
There was no doubt in my mind that the 
blood examined was human blood from 
one who had suffered and perhaps was at 
the time suffering with malarial fever. 

D. What did you say was the aver- 



age size of the colored blood corpuscles 
in the stains upon the cloth ? and whilst 
giving this measurement, give those also 
of the dog, horsQ, rat, cat, rabbit, ass, 
ox, cow, pig, sheep and goat. 

S. The average of the diameter of the 
blood corpuscles from the stains, was 
about 1-3200 of an inch. The corpus- 
cles of human blood are larger than those 
of domestic animals. Thus the average 
diameter in the dog, is about 1-3540 of 
an inch; horse, 1-4600 of an inch; in 
the rat, 1-3814 of an inch; in the cat, 
1-4400 of an inch ; in the ox, 1-4267 of 
an inch ; in the ass, 1-4000 of an inch ; 
in the cow, 1-4200 of an inch ; in the 
pig, 1-4230 of an inch ; in the sheep, 
1-5300 of an inch: in the goat, 1-6366 
of an inch. 

D, Do not those individual blood cor- 
puscles in man and animals vary in their 
diameter in the same specimen of blood? 
and if so, state to the honorable court 
the causes of these variations. 

S. The blood corpuscles of man and 
animals vary in their diameters within 
their certain limits ; thus those of man 
may vary from 1-2000 to 1-4000 ; of the 
dog from 1-4000 to 1-6«X)0; of the hare 
from 1-2000 to 1-8000; in the ox from 
1-4878 to 1-4444; in the sheep 1-5333 
to 1-6000 of an inch, 

D. Difficulty therefore exists in dis- 
tinguishing between the blood of man 
and domestic animals; and in view of 
this fact do you assert ab%ohdely, that the 
stains in the pieces of cloth were human 
blood? 

S. I admit that difficulties exist in 
such examinations. I affirmed thut the 
human blood corpuscles upon an aver- 
age were larger than that of the domes- 
tic animals named. I also affirmed that 
the stains upon the pieces of cloth pre- 
sented all the characteristics of human 
blood. . 

I went a step further and affirmed, that 
this blood presented pathological appear- 
ances which .as &r as my investigations 
extend, are peculiar to human blood in 
a certain diseased state, and that I have 
never observed such a condition in the 
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blood of animals ; aud that the blood 
firoin the hoase in which the deceased 
was mardered presented similar chemi- 
cal and microscopical characters. 

D. Can the colored blood corpuscles 
be detected with accuracy in dried 
blood? 

S. They can be detected in many cases; 
and they were detected accurately in the 
case now before this honorable court. 

Dt Can you distinguiih between the 
blood of a woman and the blood of a 
man? 

S. I cannot. 

D. Can you distinguish the blood of 
a foetus from the blood of its mother ? 

S. I cannot. 

D. Can you distinguish the blood of 
the diflTerent races of men ? for example^ 
can you chemically and microscopically, 
distinguish the blood of a white man from 
that of a negro ? 

S. Diiferent races are said to have dis- 
tinct odors; sulphuric acid applied to 
blood will liberate the peculiar odor of 
the animal ; I have upon many cases sat- 
isfied myself of the possibility of devel- 
oping the peculiar odor of the blood in 
different animals by means of sulphuric 
acid. I cannot, however, speak posi- 
tively with reference to the blood of the 
different races of mankiad. 

VERDICT OF JURY. 

By the testimony of several witnesses, 
two of whom were praeticing physicians, 
it was clearly established that, for some 
weeks before and up to the time of his 
murder, Narcisse Arrieux was suffering 
with intermittent malarial fever (chills 
and fever). The judgment of the jury 
rested to a great degree upon the pre3- 
ence of blood on the clothing of the ac- 
cused Wilson Childers. 

We have been informed by Mr. John 
H. Ilsley, jr., one of the attorneys for the 
prosecution, that an important witness 
testified as to the guilt of the four negroes 
accused of the murder of Narcisse Ar- 
rieux. The jury rendered the verdict 
guilty of murder with capital punish- 
ment. — 0. N. Med. Jour. 



SUBSTITUTE FOR MOTHER'S MILE. 

Dr. Marsh, in the Obstetric Gazette, 
says: 

If we mix three parts of cow's milk 
with one part of water, and add about an 
even teaspoonful of sugar of milk to a 
half pint of the mixture, we will have 
about the proportions indicated in the 
table for human milk. Cane sugar may 
be substituted for sugar of milk, but is 
not so good probably. Most authors re- 
commend the addition of a still lars^er 
proportion of water for the first few 
weeKS of infisintile life, gradually de- 
creasing the quantity of water as the 
child grows older, until it is able to take 
the milk undiluted. If the curd is not 
readily digested, the addition of an al- 
kali will often render it more digestible. 
For this purpose, carbonate of potash in 
the proportion of one grain to the fluid 
ounce may be used, or, which is prefer- 
able, use lime water instead of water 
alone to dilute the milk. Lime water 
contains about half a grain of lime to 
each fluid ounce, and should be prepared 
and kept a^ follows : The lime should be 
freshly burned, and, to insure this, it is 
better to piit a piece in the fire and let it 
remain an hour or two. About an ounce 
of this should be slacked by pouring on 
a sufficient quantity of water, and, when 
thoroughly slacked, put it in a quart 
bottle, fill the bottle with cold rain wit- 
ter, shake it well and let it stand until 
the lime settles, when it is ready for use. 
The bottle should be kept well corked, 
and the lime allowed to remain constant- 
ly saturated. Care should be taken in 
pouring the lime water off for use, that 
none of the lime in the bottom is allow- 
ed to escape and be mixed with the food. 
The milk should be fed from a suitable 
feeding bottle, so constructed that the 
child cannot suck and swallow air with 
its food, as this causes great uneasiness. 
'' Maw's Feedine Bottle " is the best. 
The milk should not be boiled, but the 
bottle containing it should be placed in 
hot water until the feed acquires a tem- 
perature of 98^ F. If any milk remains 
in the bottle at the end of the meal, it 
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should be thrown away. The bottle 
should be thoroughly cleansed after each 
meal. Not the least particle of milk 
should be allowed to remain adheriog to 
siny part of the apparatus, and the caps 
and tube should be kept in cold water 
slightly alkalinized. This precaution is 
especially necessary in warm weather. 
The milk should be obtained fresh every 
morning and evening, and kept at a 
temperature of about 40^ F., and each 
meal freshly prepared. It should be ob- 
tained from a young cow whose calf, if 
living, should be from two to six months 
old. The child should be taught to take 
its food at regular intervals. For a child 
six weeks old or under, three or four 
ounces every two or three hours ; as the 
child grows older, the quantity may be 
gradually increased and the interval 
lengthened. The child should also be 
taught to take its last meal for the day 
at about 10 o'clock P.M., and the first 
at about 5 o'clock A.M. This will in- 
sure, for both child and nurse, a good 
night's rest, which cannot be secured if 
the child is in the habit of waking fre- 
quently in the night to be fed. We do 
not think it advisable to add anything to 
this simple milk diet, if the ^hild con- 
tinues to do well on it, until after the 
seventh or eighth month, when some 
farinaceous element may be added, such 
as bread or crackers, broken up and 
thoroughly soaked in the milk, or rice, 
sago, tapioca, arrow-ioot, fiirina, etc., 
thoroughly and carefully cooked, and 
only in such quantities as can be entirely 
digested. Sometimes '^ Liebig's Food 
for Infants " agrees better than any of 
these. This consists of milk, wheat 
flour, and malt, with a little bicarbonate 
of potash. The object of the malt is to 
convert the starch mto grape sugar, and 
thus relieve the digestive organs of part 
of their labor. In London, this food is 
freshly prepared in the liquid ferm every 
day, and is sold for about six penoe a 
quart. It is also prepared in a concen- 
trated form, and a dry preparation by 
Messrs. Savory & Moore may be ob- 
tained in this country. As this paper 



does not comprehend the diet of infants 
after the proper age for weaning, it will 
not be in place to speak of such articles 
of food as may be given after that age. 

^ TREATMENT OF ACNE ROSACEA. 

Professor Hebra, of Vienna, reports 
six. cases of acne rosacea, with the view 
of illustrating the different modes of op- 
erative treatment that may prove ser- 
viceable against this, affection. Two of 
the cases presented the first degree of 
the affection, namely, cutaneous redness 
w^ith dilatation of the vessels. These 
were treated by repeated punctures, 
which brought about the obliteration of 
the dilated vessels. The instrument used 
was a needle with a lance-shaped, two- 
edged blade, about one-twelfth of an inch 
long, and provided with a shoulder to^ 
keep it from penetrating too deeply. In 
performing the operation. Prof. Hebra 
stands behind the patient, who is seated 
in a chair, with the head bent backwards. 
He makes the punctures as close togeth- 
er as poasible, and with the rapidity and 
regularity of a sewing machine. At each 
pnncture, the needle is driven in until 
it is arrested by the projecting shoulder 
with which it is provided. If possible, 
the entire morbid tissue should be oper- 
ated upoB at a sitting. The hemorrhage 
is always considerable, but it is readily 
controlled by compression. The dress- 
ing consists of dry charpie secured by a 
bandage, and it should be renewed daily. 
Should suppuration occur, which is rare, 
the dry dressing must be replaced by 
lead ointment or simple cerate. Some- 
times it is necessary to repeat the opera- 
tion several times before a cure is ef- 
fected. 

Two of the six cases presented, in ad- 
dition to the telangiectasis, eonsiderable 
thickening of the cutis and numerous 
pustules. They were treated by scrap- 
ing with the sharp curette. Although 
the curette only scrapes off the epidermis, 
the operation apparently oauses oblitera- 
tion of the vessels, as it is followed by 
the disappearance of the redness and 
thickening. Not unfrequently, it is true. 
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this result is only obtained after repeat- 
ed operations and the development qf 
superficial suppuration. Superficial 
Dsevi have sometimes been destroyed by 
a similar application o/ the curette. In 
the two cases reported, the operation was 
entirely successful. 

Finally, the two remaining cases pre- 
sented the third degree of acne rosacea, 
namely, great thickening of the skin of 
the nose, with the development of fleshy 
excrescence*^. These were treated by the 
knife, the protuberances and hypertrol 
phied parts being cut oif or trimmed 
down. In one of the ca^es, a fleshy 
mass, which extended nearly an inch be- 
yond the nasal (jartilage, was removed 
by the elastic lagature for fear of hemor- 
rhage, but Prof. Hebra states tiiat in a 
aimilar case, he would not hesitate to re- 
move the mass at once with the knife. 
In each case, he succeeded in forming a 
very presentable nose, to the great de- 
light of the patients and his own satisr 
faction. — WTene?' Med. fFocAcrwcA?*., Jan. 
5, 187S, 



HYSTERIA IN A BOY. 

Dr. Warren, in the North Carolina 
Medioal Journal, savs : ' 

I was recently called to a case of hys- 
teria in ^a boy of twelve years, which had 
existed for sometime without having 
been recognized by his regular medical 
attendant. Finding the symptoms ur- 
gent, I gave him injections of 'hloral in 
solution, and applied ice to the spine, 
with the result of promptly restraining 
the paroxysms. During my absence, at 
a subsequent period, he became again 
oonvulsed, when, instead of resorting to 
the remedies which had been previously 
employed, his attendant made the at- 
tempt to quiet him by the forcible ad- 
ministration of chloroform. Instead of 
the desired anaesthesia, a fearful deliri- 
nm — an excitation of the most aggra- 
vated and distressing character — was in- 
duced, which continued for several days 
and precluded a recourse to the treat- 
ment which had originally proved so 
suceeesfuL In this emergency, I ad- 



dressed a note to Professor Charcot, 
questing a consultation at the . earliest 
possible moment. As an act oT special 
courtesy to an old friend, he came on 
the succeeding day at a late hour, al- 
though to do so he had to disregard en- 
gagements which WQuld have required^ 
for their fulfillment, an entire week — 
such is the demand for him at the *)res- 
ent moment in Paris. After making a 
thorough examination of the patient, he 
agreed to the correctness of the diagno- 
sis already madf, and recommended a 
course of hydrotherapy in an establish- 
ment especially devoted to that mode of 
treatment. As you are doubtless aware, 
Charcot believes that the sovereign rem- 
edy for hysteria, in all of its phases, is 
cold water, together with the removal of 
the patient from the scenes and persons 
in connection with which, and with whom 
the disease has been primarily developed. 
His advice was followed in this instance, 
and the little fellow began to improve at 
once, and is now comparatively well. I 
have referred to this case, not so much 
because of any special attention which 
attaches to it, but rather for the purpose 
of introducing the great man whose ex- 
perience and skill I was so fortunately 
able to invoke \m. behalf of ray patient. 
As a neuro-pathologist, in the broadest 
and highest sense of that term, Charcot 
stands primus inter pares in the medical 
world of France. He is, in feet, the 
great authority to whose dicta the pro- 
fession bows in unquestioning reverence, 
and in whose career it feels the deepest 
interest. 



Dr. Valquardfiien reports, in Schmidt's 
Dictionary and the Pekh Medicd^Chirurg. 
Presae, No. 39, 1877, a case of sciatica, 
whicfi lasted for two years, and defied 
all treatment. He then arrivied at the 
idea of trying the internal use of phos- 
phorus, which he prescribed in doses of 
fifteen milligrammes (about one-fourth 
of a grain) three times a day. Three, 
days sufficed to obtain a marked im- 
provement, and three weeks brought a 
complete cure. — Lond. Med. Record. 
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THEORY OP THE ACTION 0? <JU1NINE. 

Dr. F. W. Moinet, at the close of a 
carefal article on this subject^ hx the 
Edinburgh Medical JourMdy says: Ar- 
senic^ caffeine^ alcohol, beberia, piperine, 
gentian^ capsicum^ strychnia, etc., al- 
though difieriug considerably both in 
kind and degree of active power, have 
some power over intermittent fever and 
other diseases of a nervous pathology. 
In fact; as adjuvants, and occasionally as 
substitutes, they are invaluable, as clin- 
ical experience has amply testified. In 
virtue, however, of certain peculiar prop- 
erties, one is more useful than another 
in different nervous diseases^ due partly 
to their somewhat different actions, the 
part of the nervous system affected ^ and 
the cause of the disturbance. Thus, 
quinine appears to exert an influence on 
that part of the nervous system for which 
the malarial poison has a special affinity, 
and, in virtue of this, is more curative 
than the other remedies, just as arsenic 
has a special tonic influence on the mo- 
tor nerves, in virtue of which it is more 
powerful in chorea, and caffeine, an ac- 
tion on the pulmonary nerves, which 
renders it more useful in asthma; hence, 
we believe quinine to act in malarial 
diseases as a stimulant or sedative to the 
nervous system, especially to that part 
most imiplicated in these diseases, and 
that it is principally in virtue of this ac- 
tion that it proves curative by rendering 
the malarial poison inoperative by an an- 
tagonistic action on the nervous system, 
and that it proves beneficial in propor- 
tion as the nervous disturbance is pre- 
dominant, and to the absence oi compli- 
cations. Although we arrive at this 
conclusion by argument, and not direct 



LUPUS. 



experiment; the evidence in its favor ap- 
peal's to us so strong as to eive it the 
place of a more than probable theory, 
and to be a much more reasonable ex- 
planation of its action than any other as 
yet brought forward, and that, by this 
method of reasoning, it is possible to ar- 
rive at correct conclusions, in absence of 
direct experience, the literature of thera- 
peutics amply shows. — Med, & burg. Rep. 



Dr. Taggart, of Arizona, reports the 
following case of Lupus in Padfie Mtdi* 
col Journal: 

John Brown, aged forty-five, and in 
good general health, called on us Decem- 
ber 1, 1877, for treatment for an ulcer 
on the left side of the nose, extending 
from near the middle line to within one- 
fourth of an ineh of the inner oanthus.. 
It was this near approach to the eye that 
induced him to seek assistance. The 
ulcer first appeared about fifteen years 
since as a pimple near the point of the 
nose, and refusing to heal, slowly advan- 
ced upward, the skin over which it pass- 
ed resuming its natural appearance* 
Sometioies the ulcer would seem to be 
almost entirely well, only a dry scab 
apparently beine left, but always recov- 
ering itself and resuming its march*. 
Some tw^o years since it arrived near its 
last position, where it was attacked with 
caustic, presumably nitrate of silver, by 
a physician under whose care he then 
was, but it refused to heal, and it was 
noticed, after the inflammation incident to 
the use of the caustic had subsided, that 
it was deeper than before, and would 
sometimes be visited by burningor sting- 
ing pains. We found the ulcer ellipti- 
cal in shape, the greater diameter hori- 
zontal ana about three times as .long as 
the other, its cavity filled with pale, 
sickly- looking granulations. The first 
application was of zinci chlor.; sanguina- 
riae pulv.; glycyrrhiz» pulv., equal part«^ 
mixed with water to a paste. The ulcer 
was filled with this preparation, which 
was not removed till next day. Very 
little pain followed. When the caustic 
was removed, a poultice of slippery elm 
was ai»plicd. In about three days the 
eschar separated in a mass, leaving a 
healthy sore. In less than two weeks 
it was well. The only mark left is a 
firn^, linear cicatrix about an inch in 
length. 

INTERTRIGO IN CHILDREN. 
Br. Wfrthe'mer reoommends the use of oorro*. 
siTe sublimate (^. i to c*z. iijss of water) for the 
intertrigo of children, as the most effeotlTe remedy. 
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CHLOBAL IN DYSENTERT. 

Dr. Wm. L. Newell, in the PhU. Mtd. 
Times: A weak solution of that valu* 
able medicine on chronic ulcers manifes- 
ted such fiivorable results in mv hands 
that I conceived the idea of using it lo- 
cally on the inflamed and congested 
bowel in dysentery. Ti e first case had 
been under the usual treatment for three 
days without relief. The child, aged 
eleven, was tormented with thirst, pain 
and tenesmus, with twenty-five or thirty 
dejections in twenty-four hours. In 
connection with other treatment I or- 
dered five grains of chlor. hy^., dissoved 
in two ounces starch gruel, thrown up 
the bowel with considerable force from a 
hard rubber syringe. It remained three 
hours, during which the child slept. 
Many of the other symptoms were modi- 
fied, and the injection was repeated, 
which remained seven hours, when it 
came awav with. some fecal m tter. but 
without tenesmus. The child asked for 
food, which was given in the form of 
mutton tea thickened with boiled wheat 
flour. All treatment ceased in forty- 
eight hours from the first enema, four 
being given in all. The case seemed so 
- satisfactory that I mentioned it to my 
confrere, Dr. J. S. Whitaker, who has 
pursued the same treatment with the 
most happy results in every case, abort- 
ing the disease within a few hours. I 
may mention that he used ten grains in- 
stead of five with a lady, aged twepty- 
five years, who had twenty or thirty calls 
in twenty-four hours, with complete re- 
pose for eight consecutive hours, with 
permanent abatement of all other symp- 
toms, without other treatment. — Zuis- 
ville Med. News, 



A NEW TREATMENT OF TAPE-WQRM. 

From the results of numerous experi- 
ments, M. Bouchut had ascertained that 
not only ascarides, but fragments of 
tsenia, when placed in a weak alcoholic 
solution containing one thirty-fifth of 
amylaceous pepsine, are digested by the 
fluid in the course of twelve hours. We 
thus obtain an artificial digestion of the 



animal matter exactly similar to that 
which ensues when meat is treated by 
the same process. On submitting the 
conclusion drawn from hii experiments 
to the test of practice at the Enfans 
Malades, M. Bouchut found that the so- 
lution of pepsine was eminently success- 
ful. If his experience be confirmed, a 
valuable addition will be made to adult 
as well as infantile therapeutics. In con- 
clusion, we may observe that animal 
food is, almost certainly, the channel 
through which the parasite is conveyed ; 
and hence that o£Qcicl inspection of sus- 
pected dealers in meat would form a 
useful adjunct to the practice of the 
physician. — lb, 

MORPHLOGICAL . CHANGES IN STHILITIC 

BLOOD. 

In the Section on Practical Medicine, 
at the American Medical Association : 

"Dr. Ephraim Cutter, of Boston, gave 
a micro-photographic exhibition of the 
morphological changes which occurred 
in the blood in consequence of syphilis. 
The diagnosis of syphilis was based upon 
the presence in the blood of a copper- 
colored filiform growth with rounded 
and enlarged extremities and spores. 
Dr. Cutter regaided the demonstration 
as corroborative of the claims made by 
Dr. Salisbury in connection with the 
same subject. 

"He thoroughly believed that posi- 
tive diagnosis of syphilis could be made 
by microscopical examination of the 
blood. 

"He also believed that Lostprfer was 
correct in his statement that the white 
bloed corpuscles were enlarged in syphi- 
lis ; but he should have insisted upon 
the copper color of the spores." — Ex. 

PERSISTENT HICCOUGH TRB\TED SUCCESS- 
FULLY BY PILOCARPINE. 

Dr. Ortille, of Lille, writes to the 
Bull. Gen. de Therap., 1878, p. 412, giv- 
ing an account of a case of obtitinate hic- 
cough, in which, after trying all the 
usual remedies, he had recourse to elec- 
tricity, which was found so successful by 
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Dr. Dumontpallier. For a few hours, 
the electrical appIicatioDs appeared to 
prove snccessful, but the hiccough re- 
turned. Dr. O. was about to apply 
electro- puncture, with a view of tetaniz- 
ing the diaphragm, when, recollecting 
what he had read of the miction of pilo- 
carpine upon the phrenic nerves, and of 
the vomiting which so often follows its 
use, he injected two and one^half centi- 
grammes (two-fifths of a grain) of pilo- 
carpine under the skin. The effect was 
surprising and almost instantaneous. A 
quarter of an hour after the injection, the 
patient was covered with sweat, saliva- 
tion was established, and the hiccough 
had ceased, not again to recur. — lb. 

THE USE OF OLEATE OF MERCURY IN EYE 

DISEASES. 

M. Landeeberg, M.D., in the MediccU 
Times, says : 

From an experience extending over 
several months, gained in a large num- 
ber of conjunctival and corneal affections^ 
which I treated according to the same 
indications with the new preparation as 
formerly with the yellow oxide of mer- 
cury, I am fully justified in saying that 
the oleate of mercury has all the quali 
ties that will render it fit to supplant 
entirely the former preparation in ocu- 
listic practice. 

The oleate of mercury is mixed very 
easily with cesmoline, undergoes no de- 
composition or rancidity, and remains 
for any length of time without the slight- 
est alteration. It may be prepared in 
its proper form by any skillful pharma- 
cist. The ointment presents a yellow- 
ish, diaphanous appearance of slightly 
firm consistency. Brought between the 
eyelids, it readily melts, and can be rub- 
bed in so completely tliat not the small- 
est particle remains. Its capability of 
assimilation and absorption is very great. 
The reaction of the eye upon the appli- 
cation is but inconsiderable, less than 
upon the use of the yellow oxide oint* 
ment. 

The only precaution to be observed by 
the pharmacist, in preparing the oleate^ 



is to see that the oleic acid be pure, and 
that it be recently prepared with firesh 
oil of sweet almonds. 



A CASE OF HEMORRHAGIC COXITIS CURED 

BY PUNCTURE, 

C. Langenbuch, in the Deutsche ZeU- 
8chr. f. prod. Med. {Cbl. /. Med., 1878, 
p. 285), gives the case of a seventeen- 
year-old otherwise healthy girl, who, 
after an attack of polyarthritis, suffered 
great pain and swelling in the left hip- 
joint. A puncture undertaken with an- 
tiseptic pn^cautions gave exit to some 
one hundred centimetres (three ounces) 
of a bloody fluid. The whole limb was 
put up in a plaster-of-Paris bandage, 
pain ceasHl at once, and a cure was ef- 
fected within a few weeks. — X. in Med. 
limes. 



NITRATE OF SILVER INJECTION IN CHRON- 
IC DYSENTERY. 

Dr. H. C. Wood strongly recommends 
the solutions of nitrate of silver in the 
treatment of chronic dysentery. He dis- 
solves from forty to sixty grains of the 
salt in a quart of warm water, which he 
then throws into the bewels by means, 
preferably, of a gravity syringe, which 
enables the fluid to reach a high point in 
the affected colon. The injection is 
usually retained from five to fifteen min- 
utes, and may be repeated daily, or less 
often, as the case may demand. — Phila. 
Med. limes. 



TREATMENT OF CANCER BY PRESSURE. 

This is the very latest novelty in the 
treatment of this disease. M. Bouchui 
has invented a cuirasse of vulcanized 
india rubber, which he is said to have 
used with success for the treatment o 
cancerous and other tumors of the breast. 
The idea is not new, experiments having 
been tried in this direction without suc- 
cess. An analogous method is the liga- 
ture of the nutrient artery of such a 
growth, as in disease of the tongue. 

The 'Lancet' remarks that it is obri- 
ous if pressure is to be effective it must 
be applied around the periphery of the 
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growth, where the cell proliferation is 
most active. This must be obtained, it 
is said, by the careful adjustment of pads 
of cottoQ-wool. The neatest plan would 
seem to be the employment of compress- 
ed sponges, which might be bandaged 
firmly around a tumor of the breast, and 
then allowed to swell by imbibition of 
water. The constriction of the chest 
would, of course, be great and thoracic 
respiration seriously interfered with. 
But the patient might be kept in bed, 
where abdominal respiration might suf- 
fice. — Boston Med. & Surg. Jour. 

TREATMENT OP REMITTENT EEVER. 

Dr. Clay, in the "Nashville Medical 
Journal,^' reports a case of bilious re- 
mittent fever as follows : 

R.— 1.' Hyd. Ohio, mit grs. 10. 

To bo UktB in broken doses and followed with 
oasior oil. 

R.— 2. PuIt. opium gre. j. 

Qam camphor : gn. i. 

To be taken OTorj four hours. 

R.— 8. Tr. Teratrum ▼iridi gtt. ijss/ 

Aoonite root < . gtt. ijss. 

The quantity to be taken every two hours dur- 
ing exaoerbations. 

R. — 4. Sulphate* quinine grs. 10, 

every four hours during remissions. 

Cold applications to head, sponging^ cold 
drinks freely, good ventilation. 

In twenty-four hours the bowels had 
moved gently. Patient expressed him- 
self as feeling much * better, with some 
appetite. Temperature, almost normal ; 
pulse about the same as during remis- 
sion. Urine highly colored, but no 
hemorrhage. 

Treatment, — Diseontinued use of seda- 
tives and mercury, lessened quantity of 
opium and camphor. Patient gradually 
improved, and on the fourth day of my 
attendance was dismissed, cured. 

CHLORAL AND GLYCERINE IN CONSTIPA- 
TION. 

A patient of a medical friend discov- 
ers that chloral solution relieves habit- 
ual constipation. He had been injecting 
chloral solution, 10 grains to 1 ounce, 



with a bulb-pipette into the rectum, and 
externally to the anus to relieve pruri- 
tus of the parts, when he discovered that 
he had a prompt evacuation of the bow- 
els. Thinking it an accident, he repeat- 
ed it often enough to convince himself 
and his physician. Dr. Hanson, of Da- 
vison's Station, Michigan, uses one part 
of glycerine to six, eight or ten parts of 
warm water to produce the same effect. 
N. C. Med. Jour. 



THIERSCH ON CAUTERIZATION OF K^^i. 

London Medical Record: Dr. Thiersch 
applies over the surface of the tumor a 
little plate of copper, pierced at regular 
and small distances with small holes. 
Through these he passes a needle mount- 
ed in a cork, and previously heated in a 
spirit lamp. 1 he cauterization Is thus 
effected very regularly. The same method 
is applicable to the liner division of the 
skin by a cutting needle, recently recom- 
mended by Mr. Balmanno Squire. — lb. 

JABORANDI IN OBSTINATE HICCOUGH. 

Dr. Ortille, of Lille, relates {Bull, de 
Therapeutique, May 15) a case of most 
obstinate hiccough, in which he had tried 
a great variety •f means, including elec- 
tricity and hypodermic morphia injec- 
tions — the hiccough even continuing 
during the sleep caused by this last. He 
then tried the hydrochlorate of pilocar- 
pin on account of its acton on the phre- 
nic nerve. A hypodermic injection of 
two centigrammes and a half was insert- 
ed with almost immediate effect, so that 
in a quarter of an hour, the patient was 
bathed in sweat, salivation was estab- 
lished, and the hiccough disappeared, 
never to return. — Med. Times and Gaz. 



Dr. Chenoweth, in the Louisville 
Medical News, says : " I do not not hes- 
itate t6 employ chloroform in the first 
stage of labor, which the presence of a 
rigid OS promises to render tedieus. I 
give it in the last stage of labor, which 
uterine contraction and a resisting peri- 
neum render moie than ordinarily pain- 
ful. 
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TYPHO-MALARIAL FEVER. 

The following note from one of our 
esteemed readers I hope will attract at- 
tention. The subject is an important 
one, and, we tru»t, will call forth a prac- 
tical contribution from one or more of 
our readers. The editors have nothing 
specially new or important on the sub- 
ject: . 

Elmo, Texas, July 11, 1878. 
Ikar Sir — 

Could you not get up an exhaustive 
paper on typho-malarlal fever? I have 
as yet seen scarcely anything on the subject 
Even the text-books barely mention it. 
Yet, it is very common here, and is very 
fatal. I should like to have the patho- 
logical leisons — especially of the bowels. 
I saw some fifteen cases of it in Terrell 
last fall. There have already been some 
f«ur or five here within the last three or 
four months, and this season bids fair to 
breed a large crop of it. 

You could not get out a more timely 
and useful paper. 

About fifty per cent, died of it. 
Yours, truly, 

R. Fowler, M.D. 

RIGID 06- CAUTION. 

Dr. Evans (in Med. Brief) recom- 
mends the following larp^e opiate as very 
efficient in protracted labors caused by 
rigid OS. 

R— Opium 1 grain. 

Morphine } of grain. 

Subnit of bismuth . ..10 grains. 

He says we get in this combination 
** the prompt effect in the morphine and 
the more lasting and uniform effect by 
combining the two.'^ We approve of 
the method of a decided opiate in such 
cases, but the practitioner must look out 
for idiosyncrasies as to opium, and re- 
member that so large a dose as above ad- 



vised would not be borne with safety in 
every case. 

In the same journal. Dr. Ruff advises 
for tedious labors — 

Morphi89 sulph 1 grain. 

Chloral hydrate 80 grains. 

Tinot. geUeminum 1 J drachma. 

Aqu88 to make 2 ounoea. 

Dose, tablespoonful every half hour. 
Here again we must caution the practi- 
tioner that the dose of gelseminum is to» 
large for indiscriminate use. 



SALICYLIC ACID. 

Editor Record — 

Will you please tell me, through your 
journal, what the best vehicle is for giv- 
ing salicylic acid, and oblige 

W.C. R. 

To the above inquiry, we reply that 
on page 156 of our last year's volume 
may be found an article on this subject^ 
in which Dr. Barkley, of Kentucky, sug- 
gests the use of sweet spirits of nitre as 
the best solvent for salicylic acid. 

R.— Salioylic acid dr. j. 

Sweet spts. nitre dr. it. 

This may be diluted with water and 
given in doses of Iwo to four drachms 
for an adult. One ounce of spirits nitre 
will dissolve 16 grains of the pure acid. 
The remedy may be used in tne form of 
the salicylate of soda. The following 
formulae have been recommended: 

B.— Aoidi salfoylici dr. j. 

Olei amygdala (expr.) dr. ▼. 

PuIt. AcoaeisB dr. ijaa. 

Syrupi amygdalae dr. tJ. 

AqusB aurantii florea oa. yj. 

M. 

FOR CHILDREN (NO. 1 ). 

B. — Acidi aalicyljoi dr. j . . . 

Spta. rect dr. yas. 

Dissolve. 
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(no. 2.) 

PotMsil ei tn^U dr. J . 

Sjnipi ftnnuKtii. dr. ]j. 

Aqu» dr. i^sf . 

Mix with No. 1 and filter^ and' t}ien 
dilute with water to taste. Dose, one 
teaspoonfal. 

TO PREVENT DIPHTHERIA. 

Chapman, in hie work on the ^^ An- 
tagonism of Alcohol to Diphtheria/' 
states that those exposed to infection 
should be protected by having a free cir- 
culation of air through the house, and 
bj taking a certain amount of alcohol 
each day. The following formula is re- 
commended : 

R. — Quinoidine, \m^ gr. xij. 

CinohoDittSttlph j to xxW. 

Acid, tnlph. aromat dr. y . 

Sp. Framentl i . . oz. Tiij. 

M. 8. Fifteen drops to a tablespoon- 
|ul four or five times a day. 

The same formula, with quinia sub- 
stituted for quinoidine, is given to a pa* 
tient who has the disease, only shorten- 
ing the interval to one or two hours. He 
holds also that alcohol is antidotal and 
remedial to scarlatina. In the latter 
disease, he 



R. — Liq. ammoninacetftt., 

8p. firumenti aa. ox. U. 

M. 8. Two teaspoonsful every hour 
and a half in water. 



FOR NERVOUS PALPITATIONS. 

R. — PuW. assafoetlda grs. xxzyj. 

Digitalis puW grs. iij. 

Ext. TalsriansB grs. Tij. 

M. and make 20 pills^ one to be taken 
morning and evening. Naphey. 

SUBSTITUTE FOR MOTHERS MILK. 

Dr. Marsh (in Ob. Gazette) mentions 
the following as the nearest approxima- 
tion to the mother^s milk that can be 
made: 

Cow's milk, fresh 8 parts. 

Water 1 part. 

Sugar of milk one teaspeonAil to a half pint of 
the mixture. 



FOR COLLSQUITIVE DIARRH(EA. 

A favorite prescription of Prof. Da- 
Costa^ of Philadelpnia^ in the latter 
stages of consumption attended hj night 
sweatsi diarrhoea and debilitating cough, 
is the following : 

R. — MorphsB acetatis grs. y. 

Petassii cyanidi grs. j. 

Aoidi aoetici .dr. j. 

Ext. pruni. Terglnianss Audi 

Misturss aceaoisd, aa ot. ij. 

M. S. A teaspoonful 4 to 6 times per 
day.. 

Another good formula for this condi- 
tion is the following : 

R. — Muriated tino. iron oi. j. 

Muriatic acid, dilute dr. g . 

M. Twenty drops before meals in half 
teacupfiil of sweetened water, drawn 
through a quill to protect the teeth. 

ORGANIC HEART DISEASE. 

In palpitation from valvular disea^ie 
or other organic heart trouble^ the fol- 
lowing is very useful : 

R. — ^pts. nitre oompoeitus 'dr. ij. 

Tine, hyosciami dr. jss. 

Deeocti senegeo os. iij. 

Mesturaa oamph oz. It. 

M. Dose, one or two tablespoonfuls 
frequently taken. 

Another — 

R.— Potassii bromidi { | gr. xv. 

Tine, digitalis. , f .' gtt. t. 

To be taken two or three times per 
dav. — 76, 



COUGH MIXTURE. 

In any severe cough where the tongue 
is red or the throat sore, the following 
is recommended by Dr. Powell, of 
Brompton, as a superior remedy : • 

R. — Potassii ohloratis gr. xl. 

Morph. muriatis grs. y. 

Gljoerin oz. J. 

Sjrup OS. 3} 

M. To be taken undiluted and slowly 
for both its local and constitutional ef- 
fect. Dose, one teaspoonful three or 
four times a day. 
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LEUCORHCEA. 

Dr. Cronyn (in Buflklo Medical Jour- 
nal) recommends the following aa injec- 
tion in ulceration of the 09 to be varied 
in strength according to the severity of 
tne case : *' 



Addi carbolici, 
Liq. plumbi sabacet, 
F uid Ext. papaYepis, 
Glycerine, 
Aqua po8%. 

, And jilso the following tonic medi- 
cines, by the stomach, for the relief of 
the dozen and one complaints always at- 
tendant upon such cases : 

Tinot. feppi map j ... 

Tinot. nuoii Yomioa ^Jp ji 

Tinct. oalumbo ./ 

A<|tia cinQamoni. ^ ,. 

Sypupi Bimpliois 

Ft. mist ox'yil- 

Signa— One tablespoonful three' time a day.^ ^ 

NERVINE AND ANTISPASMODIC ^ rp. . - 

A favorite prescription in the *Hn« ^P^f ^^' ^^^ cinnamon being astrin- 



pital of Chest Diseases, London, is the 
following useful in epilepsy, Chorea, 
dysmenorrhae, hysterica epileptica and 
like nervous conditions : 

R.— Potassii bromidi.. 

Tine, conii '^'^' 

mi^^ ^, ', gtt. XXX. 

Tine. Tal. ammoni» .^4* 

. ^ ^ 'gtt. XX. 

AqusB oamph 

. Fop one dose thpioe dViiy. ^^' ^' 

LACTOPEPTINfe. 



CASTOR OIL EMULSION, 

Dr Ezell (in the Louisville Medical 
JVews) recommends the following mix- 
ture as serving to deprive the oil of every 
disagreeable feature. It would seem to 
be well adapted as a purgative for deli- 
cate stomachs, where castor oil is indi- 
cated. In children especially it would 
answer well, and as a laxative in child- 
bed — 

R.-01eum ricini 1 ouace. 

Tino. cardamon oom 1 ** 

OL gaulthepTss ,'///[ 4 drop,. 

Paly, aocaoiss 1 

PulV. aacoh alb. / ** 2 dpachms. 

Cinnamon water to make 4 ounoee. Mix. 

He does not direct the dose. We sug- 
gest that for an adult one-half the mix- 
ture should be given, and repeated in 
two hours. For a child one or two years 
old a tablespoonful every hour until it 



gent, we suggest mint water instead. 



Insects. 

The Journal of Oiemidry savs that 
hot alum water is the best insect destroy- 
er known. Put the alum into hot water 
and let it boil till the alum is dissolved; 
then ayply it hot with a brush to all 
cracks, closets, bedsteads, and other 
T ^. , , , places where any insects are found. Ants, 

In the treatment of infantile diarrhoea, bed-bugs, cockroaches and creeping 
produced by imperfect digestion, we have things are killed by it; while there is no 
Had most satisfactory results from the - - 

use of lactopeptine; also, in cases of im- 
paired digestion in old persons. This is 



one of the most valuable pharmaceutical 
preparations that has been placed in the 
hands of the profession. We take plea- 
sure in attesting to its value from a con- 
sidefable experience in the use of it.— 
Vm. Lan, and Ob. 



danger of poisoning the family or injur- 
ing property. 



TONIC IN PHTHISia 

Dr. Curran, of Dublin, uses the fol- 
lowing as a superior tonic iu the latter 
stages of consumption : 

B.— Zinoi oxidi 

Ext. oonil 

To be taken in pill three times a day. 



gr.j. 



SUMMER COMPLAINT. 

Dr. Gibbon, of North Carolina, claims 
great success in summer complaint of 
children. He gives 10 grains of sub. 
nit. bismuth every 1, 2 or 3 hours ac- 
cording to severity of the case. In 
cholera infantum he gives first a dose of 
calomel and follows with the above 
treatment. 



CINNAMON IN HEMORRHAGE. 

^-^" «» leunoe. 

Aloohol (98«) 3 I. 

Dose, 6 to 80 drops oft repeated. 
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Scientific Items. 



FORZEN AIR. 

M. Carelletet inclosed in a strong glass 
tube, dry air free from carbolic acid ; be 
cooled witb protoxide of nitrogen the 
upper part of the tub^ only. When the 
pressure was 200 atmospheres^ streams 
of liquid air were seen flowing down the 
lower parts. When they met the mer- 
cury they seemed to turn back. 

At 310 atmospheres, the mercury be- 
ing in contact with the cooled part of the 
tube, was frozen, and on quickly remov- 
ing the refrigerating apparatus, it was 
seen to be covered with what was prob- 
ably /ro2«n air. ^ 

DTKAMITE. 

Mr. Starr, in the minutes of the Con- 
necticut State Board of Agriculture, 
says: 

^^1 know but little about it (dynamite) 
except &om results shown on my fields. 
A Mr. Parmelee, who makes it his busi- 
ness to blow up rocks with dynamite, 
passing my place, I asked him to experi- 
ment in one of my fields, which I proposed 
to cle&r of rocks. There was a large 
number of sucb as could not be blastaJ 
with powder, and I asked him what he 
could do. I said, ^I want you to expe- 
riment, and if you satisfy me I will let 
you work for a day or two.' I pointed 
to a rock lOi^ feet long, 5^ wide, and 9 
€r 10 inches thick ; such a rock as would 
be difficult to blast with powder. I took 
out my watch, and in 7^ minutes the 
rock was in atoms. I directed him to 
another larger rock, a shallow one, and 
he destroyed it in about the same time. 
I then set him at work daring the after- 
noon, and I was so well pleased with the 
result that day, that I allowed him to 
work 2} days on my fitrm, for which I 
paid him (80. I took care to have as 
few of m jr men with him as possible, for 



fear of accident. I am free to say that 
the same number of men, judging from 
the experience I have had in blasting 
for six years, could not have done in a 
month' what he did in 2^ days.'' 

PREVALENCE OF OUR COMMON DISEASES 

IN JAPAN. 

Dr. Stuart Eldridge, of Yokohama, a 
distinguished physician, who has had a 
long and varied experience in this coun- 
try in hospital work and as an active 
practitioner, has kindly furnished me 
with the following data at my request : 
"Scarlet fever almost' unknown, never 
epidemic. Diphtheria almost unknown^ 
never epidemic. Severer forms of bowel 
disease, such as dysentery and chronic 
diarrhoea, very rare. Malarial diseases 
of a severe nature, uncommon ; even the 
milder forms in most localities not com- 
mon. Typhoid and typhus rarely epi- 
demic, the latter uncommon." 

With, these fiicts before us, let us ex- 
amine thp conditions of living among 
these people. It is well known that their 
houses are so arranged that the winds 
blow through them from one end to the 
other. In summer they ai^ entirely 
open. Prof. E. 8. Morse, 

in Popular Seienoe Monthly for Jan. 

METALS IN THE SUN. 

Out of the firty-one metals with which 
we are acquainted here, more than 30 
have, by means of the spectroscope, been 
discovered in the sun, and a distinguish- 
ed scientist expresses the opinion that 
the sun consists wholly of metallic sub- 
stances. 



It is said that in China the telephone 
is used on a large scale. Very conveni- 
ent, as the nature of the Chinese language 
prevents the use of the telq;raph. 
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NOTICE. 

Thii numbtr of our Joornal will be lont to many 
who are not sabtoriben. We reapoctfally ask 
them to try our journal. They will not regret it. 
The baok numbers ean be supplied, or may sub- 
scribe for six months f^em the July number. 



TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 
Please remit yenr subseriptions for the present 
year at onoe. Don't put it off. This is the tightest 
season of the year in Journalism. We greatly 
need the many small amounts whioh in the ag- 
gregate are Tory necessary to us. PUoie takt due 
noUet ihiftcif and govern yourtelvet accordingly. 



IS IT QUACKERY? 

The following card has been sent us by a medi- 
cal fHend as emanating fh>m a professed regular 
practitioner in Arkansas : 

PBACTICING PHYSICIAN. 
« Spidal attention paid to Scrofula, RheumuUumt 
and Diteaiu of Women and Children, Syphilis per- 
manently cured mthotU mercury.** 

Our opinion is asked as te whether the card is 
ethical. The physicians in the place refiise to 
consult with the party, not only beoause the card 
itself is doubtful, but his conduct is otherwise 
onprofeesional ; and yet, inquiries touching his 
standing in other communities LaTe been answer- 
ed in his IkTor. 

We hesitate not to say that the aboTe card car- 
ries on ito Ihce unmistakable evidences of delib- 
erate quackery. Those at a distance, whe have 
recommended him, are, howeTcr, not necessarily 
iuTolTed in censure, as his past career may have 
conformed to the highest professional standards, 
while his remoTal to another field may have been 
for the express purpose of entoring upon a career 
cf quackery. 

I^ howerer, firom personal friendship and ring I 



feUowehip, or like motiTc, an unprofeesional act 
be indorsed or ignored by a member of the profes- 
sion, or by a medical society, such member and 
such society is particepe eriminit, and equally cul- 
pable with the offending party. 

It is not surprising, when we consider the ig- 
norance of the pubUc—eTCB of intolligent men — 
in regard to medical science, and the propensity 
of the people to accept the pretonsions and pay 
their money to boastftil and brasen-faced empirics, 
that men, weak in principle, should be found who 
yield to the temptotion to entor the easier, and 
oftiimes, we are sorry to say, the more succeesfiil 
arena of ftraud and deception. 

As to whether specialties are or are not strictly 
ethical is a question upon which muci difference 
of opinion exists in the profeesion. The code for- 
bids them. But many good men in the profession 
adTocato them as the best means of deyelopmeat 
and progress in the Tarious branches of medical 
science. It being cla'med that human life is too 
short, and the medical sciences too wide and ex- 
tonsiTc for any one man to do justice to the whole. 
When this question was sprung at the last meeting 
of the Georgia Medical Association, a majority 
seemed to hold the position that it is legitimate 
and proper for one who has first gone through 
with the entire curriculum of our colleges, and de- 
TOted himself for a time to the general practice, to 
take a specialty, and thoroughly perfecting him- 
self therein, give exclusiTc attention to its study 
and practice. Every one cannot, of course, be 
specialists, but the general practitioner, it waa 
claimed, would gladl/ have sueh specialist, to 
whom he could turn orer cases which he was not 
himself able or prepared to manage, provided the 
specialist would treat him with due consideraliem 
and courtesy as the fhmily physician. Such n 
specialist, confining himself to hit legitimate 
branch, and having at hand all proper inetni- 
ments and appliances for its proper and suocess- 
ftil practice, and who dees not travel ttom, point 
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to point, or ftdwriUo himitlf in anproftaiionftl 
wftjs, if graenllj not onlj Ulentad, bat honored 
by the profNtlon at Urge. We think it, there** 
fore, probable that a apeoialism of the form Just 
deeoribed will, at no distant day, be reoogniied 
and inomleated in the code of ethics. 



COCA ERYTHROXTLON. 

To a note of inquiry firom a medical friend we 
answer: Little is known, experimentally, of the 
Coca Erythroxylon in this country, as its intro- 
daetien is reoeat. Its effects upon the nerrous 
system are Tory similar but perhaps more pro- 
longed than those resnlting from coffee, produc- 
ing considerable excitation of the circulatory and 
nerrons systems, and a feeling of exhileration and 
▼igor followed by wakefulness. 

In cases of debility from insufficient food as loss 
of sleep, it tones up the system, increasing the 
muscular energy and thus proving very useftil to 
soldiers when under long and exhaustiTC marches. 
The leaTCS are not in this market, but the fluid 
extract may be obtained. 

Br. Verardini, of Belogna, recommends its use 
in connection with ergot in paralytic cases. A 
preparation obtained from the leaves, known as 
the sulphate of oocaina has been found useAil in 
intermittent foTers. 



' CRAWFORD W. LONG. 
^ Just as we go to press we have received a Tribute 
of Respect prepared by the physicians of Athens 
to Dr. CmAwroBD W. Loko, who died in November 
last, received too late for insertion in the present 
number of our journal. 

Dr. Long was, without doubt, the discoverer of 
anasthesia by sulphuric ether. The committe 
who drew up tho paper claim this for him, and 
appeal to the legislature of Georgia to erect a 
monument to his memory by reason of his great 
discovery. It is right that this should be done, 
and the profession everywhere, especially in Geor- 
gia, should encourage this proposition, and should 
hasten to accord to Dr. Long the honor due him, 
and which has, to the shame of the profession in 
our State, been heretofore neglected. 

Not only a monument should be erectad, but a 
substantial and liberal appropriation should be 
made to his flsmily, and this should not be defer- 
red, as is genarally done, until the immediete 
relatives are dead and gone, to be enjoyed and 
quarreled over perhaps by remote descendenU or 
heirs who may feel no interest in his memory, 
and have no proper sense or appreciation of the 
honor and benefits conferred. 



LITERARY NOTICES. 

BiRBiRiDAcns. — The botanical description, 
commercial history » medical properties and phar- 
maceutical preparations. By C. G. & J. N. Lloyd, 
Cincinnati 

This is an intereflting pamphlet of 16 pages, 
which the author proposes to ftirnish to any mem- 
ber of the profession who will enclose a stamp to 
oover postage. 

The native genera Of the nat. ord. Berberidaoen 
are Berberis, Caulophyllumthalictroides, Dy- 
phyllum, Jeffersonla Podophyllum, Vancouveria 
and Aohyls. These several varieties are described 
by the author, and a beautlftil illustration of the 
Berberis is given. 

Tbi 8un5t South — ^A weekly paper, devoted 
to Literature, Romanoe, Science. Education, Tem- 
perance and Southern progreeo. J. H. & W. B. 
Seals editors and proprietors, Mrs. Mary £. 
Bryan associate editor, Atlanta, Ga. Terms, $8 
per annum in advance. 

We take pleasure in reoommending the above 
paper to our readers as an excellent one. The 
Messrs. Seals are both able and experienoed jour- 
nalists, and have brought to their aid the editorial 
services of Mrs, Mary E. Bryin, of whose great 
talent and popularity as a writer the Southern 
people are justly proud. 

The ruinous and suicidal habit of the Southern 
people to disparage and neglect all literary en- 
terprises in their midst, can find no shadow of 
pretext in the caee of the Sunht South, as it is 
fully equal, if not superior to the best Northern 
journals, and is eminently worthy of patronage 
and support. W. 

Cholictstotomt, for the removal of gall-stones 
in dropsy of the gall-bladder, by J. Marion Sims, 
M.D., founder of the Woman's Hospital of the 
State of New Tork, ex-President of American 
Medical Association, etc.. etc. 

An interesting paper ^ving an aoconnt of the 
removal of gall-stones from the gall-bladder by a 
remarkable operation, , which, though skilfdlly 
performed, resulted unikvorably. 

Thx BIST Pockxt Avatomist — ^By C. Henry Leon- 
ard, A.M. M.D., Detroit* Michigan, pp. 60. 
Price 60 cents. 
A very useftil little work for medical students. 

AnAOonsM of Alcohol and Diphtheria, by E. N. 
Chapman, A. M.. M.D., Prof, of Materia Modi- 
oaand Theraptaties and Clinioal Midwifery, 
•to., fto. 
A ntat little work of 98 pagea, containing both 
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theoretical and practical tuggestionB which should 
be examined by the profeenon. 

MiDicAL ELSCTRioiTT.—Electro Tapbr and medi- 
cated hatha for the cure of chronic and specific, 
diseases not amenable to ordinary remediee. By 
Dr. G. y. Meador, Little Rock, Ark. 
A neat little work of 80 pages. 

Atlas or Skih Dxssasis, by Louis A.*I)tthring, M. 

D., Prof, of Skin Diseases in the Hospital of the 

University of PennsyWaqia. etc. Part IV. 

Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1878. 

Price $2.50 per part. 

On a former occasion we referred to this excel- 
lent work. In the present number we ha-ve life 
illustrations of Titiligo, alopecia, areata, tinea 
favosa, eczema rubrum. Every medical man 
ought to possess himself of this beautiful, practi- 
cal and useful work of Prof. Duhring. 



OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL AS- 
SOCIATION 

APPOINTED AT ITS LATI MBBTIHO : 

President— Theophiltts Marvin, MD, of Indiana. 

Vice-Presidents— A J Fuller, MD, of Maine ; W 

F Westmoreland, MD, of Georgia; John Morris, 
MD, of Maryland ; John H Murphy, MD, of Min- 
nesota. 

Treasurer — Richard J Dunglison, MD, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Librarian — Wm Lee, MD, of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Committee of Library— John Eiiot, MD, of the 
District of Columbia. 

Next piece of meeting— Atlanta, Georgia. 

Time of meeting — The fiirst Tuesday in May, 
1879. 

Assistant Secretary— Scott Todd, MD, of Atlan- 
ta, Georgia. 

Committee on Arrangements — Drs. J P Logan, 
chairman ; H V M Miller, G G Crawford. H L 
Wilson, JF Alexander, J M Johnson, Charles 
Pinckney, V H Talliaferro, J T Johnson, of At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

Committee on Prise Essays— Drs. Robert Bat- 
tey , of Rome, Ga ; J G Westmoreland, of Atlanta, 
Ga ; Wm A Love, of Atlanta, Ga ; Robert Ridley, 
of Atlanu, Ga ; Henry F Campbell, of Augusta, 
Ga ; J H Van Deman, of Chattanooga. Tenn. 

Committee on Publication — Drs. Wm B Atkin- 
son, ohainnan ; T M Drysdale, A Frioke, S D 
Gross, C Wister, R J Dunglison, of Penn; and 
Wm Lee, of the District of Columbia, 



EPHRAIM MoDOWELL, M.D. 
A monument is soon to be erected in honor of 
Dr. McDowell as the father of ovariotomy. It 
will be a shaft of granite, 80 feet high, with «i 
appropriate inscription upon It. 



DEBMaI'OLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The American Dermatologieal Association wiU 
be held at Saratoga Springe, New York, on tke 
27th to the 29th of the present month, August, 
1878. Physicians are iuTited to be present. 

DEATH OF DR. TAYLOR. 
We regret to learn that Dr. J. N. Taylor, of Co- 
tile, Louisiana, is dead. 

A NICE THING FOR A DOCTOR. 

The plaoe mentioned in our last number, as ad- 
mirably suited for a hygiene home, is at a railroad 
village in upper Georgia, and is equally well suit- 
ed for a stock or dairy farm, 125 aores, one-half 
in cultivation, with springs, orchard, dwelling, 
etc. Address Business Manager of this journal. 



OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 

Our advertising department is growing, and is 
becoming an important feature of our journal. A 
subscriber has complained of this, supposing that 
we drew upon our space for reading matter to 
make room for advertisements. This is a mistake. 
Our reading matter is neyer diminished, but re- 
mains the same, and the advertising is thrown in, 
so far .as our readers are concerned. The more 
advertisements we have the better able are we to 
supply a good journal. 



TILDEN Si 00. 

See advertisement by the above large and well 
known house of their Ergot and Bromo-chloralum. 



LOEFLUND'S EXTRACT OF MALT AKD LIR- 
BIG'S FOOD FOR INFANTS. 

We ask special attention to the advertisement of 
the above article by Albert C. Dung, Druggist, 
New York. 



FRANKLIN PRINTING HOUSE. 

We invite attention to the advertisement of this 
large and popular printing establishment in At- 
lanta. 



REED & CARNRICK. 

Notice oareftilly the two page advertisement of 
the abova large and well eetabUahed heuse in tha 
present issue of our journal. 



Rbceipted. — I>T9, Cheatham & Brother, £ A 
Rowan, RWBea, W D Hunt, W Horuby, J 
B Rumph, £ H Greene, 6 ms. 
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OBIQIKAL ANB SELECTED. 



the antiseptic properties 
of tar-water, as proven 
by the following cases 
in the practice of prof, 
desaussure ford, M.D. 



Reported by Thos. R. WbiGBT, M.D., Assistant 
Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Medi- 
cal Department University of 
Georgia, at Augusta. 



Tar-water having proven itself of such 
value as an antiseptic in the following 
cases of Dr. Ford, it occurred to me its 
value should be made known to the pro- 
fession at large, but especially to my 
Southern brethren, who are able to ob- 
tain tar from the distillation of the wood 
of the yellow pine, its chief ingredient, 
at comparatively little or no expense. 
It can be prepared by any one in the 
following manner : Take a quart of i}i7ie 
toTy add to it a gallon of water and let 



it remain for forty-eight hours, when the 
water may be drawn off and used. The 
vessel can be refilled with water several 
times before that amount of lar will cease 
to impart its virtues. When made in 
large quantities, as at our City Hospital, 
five gallons of tar to the barrel of water, 
refilling the barrel as often as the water 
is taken out, until it ceases to have any 
tarry odor, or to be of a pale straw color. 
The antiseptic properties of tar-water 
are due to the hydro-carbons which 
abound in pine tar, but chiefly of these 
to pyroligneous acid and creasote, both 
of which seem to yield their well known 
antiseptic properties to water. 

Tar-water is considered by Prof, L. 
A. Dugas to be one of the best antisep- 
tics, and it was extensively used by him 
in the various hospitals under his care 
during the late civil war. Then it was, 
he saw its value. Quoting from the 
Doctor, who says : ".The efficacy of tar- 
water in treating Vospital gangreney is 
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perfectly marvellous. Not only does it 
stop the mortificatioDy sloughing and 
horrible odor, but relieves the awful pain 
caused by the gangrenous process at- 
tacking sound tissues/' 

It was used by him in the following 
way: After cutting away all dead tissue 
the wound was thoroughly mopped or 
washed out with tar-water, and cloths 
saturated with it were kept constantly 
on the wound. 

From the time this treatment was in- 
augurated by Prof. Dugas, there was not 
a single death from gangrene in his 
wards, and it was astonishing how rap- 
idly granulations began to form and the 
wounds to assume a healthy aspect. The 
wards, which were intolerably offensive, 
from the number of cases of gangrene in 
them, also became completely deodorized 
as soon as the tar- water treatment was 
begun. 

This article has long been known.'*' 
The Bishop of Cloyne, writing in 1747, 
extals it very highly in many diseases, 
especially fevers. And Dr. CuUen, 
writing about the same time also speaks 
of its value. Yet, it is to Prof. Dugas 
that we are indebted for its discovery as 
an antiseptic and disinfectant, and for its 
value in treating hospital gangrene. 

Tar-water is considered by Dr. Ford 
and m; oelf, equal in its antiseptic and 
deodorizing properties to carbolic acid, 
besides being a great deal cheaper ; an 
item of no little importance at the pres- 
ent time — feeling perfectly satisfied with 
the results obtained fr«m using it,, as 
will be indicated. We have never tried it 
according to the Lister method of anti- 
septic surgery, but feel confident if it 
were so tried, it would be as successful 
in an equal number of cases. It is used 
in dresssing all surgical cases in the City 
and Freedman^s hospetals of this city, 
just as the carbolized solutions are in the 
surgical wards of the large hospitals of 
the North, and with about as good re- 
sults. 

The following ceases are but a few 
wherein its virtue has been proven ; 

* fiees' Cjclopedia, Vol. xxztI. 



(This case will be reported in full hj 
Prof. Ford in the American Journal of 
Medical Sciences). 

Case 1. Martha Callahan. From this 
patient Dr. Ford removed a teratoma or 
teratora tumor from the side of the face 
and neck. Afler removing the tumor 
and bringing the flaps together, a sac 
necessarily remained; a tent was placed 
in the most dependent portion of the 
wound for drainage, and that the sac 
could be daily irrigated with tar-water, 
which was regularly done, and there be* 
ing little or no suppuration, the tent was 
accidentally left out for a day and the 
irrigation omitted, the wound closed, and 
at our next visit the sac was filled with 
pus, which was let out by incision, and 
was horribly offensive, until some tar- 
water was thrown into the vessel con- 
taining it, when it was immediately de- 
odorized. Afler this the irrigation was 
regularly kept up, the amount of suppu- 
ration being almost nothing from the 
sac. 

Case 2. Thos. G — r— , white. Com- 
pound Potts fracture of left leg. Dr. 
Ford was called to see this case in con- 
sultation by his attending physician, 
about one month after the injury was re- 
ceived. The wound was found in such 
a condition that after consultation, it was 
decided to amputate the limb, as the 
only means of saving the patient's life. 
Preparation was iminediately made for 
operating, and wishing to give tar-water 
another trial, a supply of it was obtained 
and used as will appear. 

Upon close examination, it was found 
that pus had burrowed up the limb as 
high as its middle third,^ where it was 
decided to amputate. Our assistant was 
directed to keep a constant current of 
tar-water pouring over the limb from 
a large sponge, during the entire opera- 
tion, which was faithfully done. Ajs the 
knife passed through the skin, the pus 
spouting out from beneath it, and the 
fascia was very offensive until a sponge 
full of tar-water deodoriaed it, as if Ey 
magic. So completely and (]^ickly was 
this done, that it was immediately r^ 
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marked by those present. The opera- 
tion was completed; vessels ligated, and 
flaps brought together by four silk 
sutures and adhesive plasters. The irri- 
gation with tar-water being kept no con- 
tinuously. The stump was then (Pressed 
with compresses wet with tar-water and 
bandaged up. 

The patient reacted well, and was left 
with directions to keep the dressing wet 
with tar-water. The case was then 
turned over to me to dress. Upon vis- 
iting him on the third dav after the op- 
eration, there was not the least odor 
about the dressings, and upon removing 
them there was comparatively no suppu- 
ration, possibly a teaspoonful of bloody 
ooze, mixed with a little pus being found 
in the compresses, the pus here, I believe 
to have come from the abscess through 
which the knife passed, for at no subse- 
quent dressing was there any pus found. 
The stump looked beautifully. After 
irrigating well with tar-water, it was 
dressed as at first, the same method of 
dressing being kept up every third day 
for two weeks, after which time, the 
wound being in such a fine condition, 
the dressing of it was left to his fiither. 
At the present writing, five weeks after 
the operation, he is going about on 
crutches with his stump cicatrized over. 

Case 3. Ellen McD- , factory op- 
erative. While attending to ^er loom 
her right forefinger was caught in the 
gearing and cut and mangled up as far 
as the second joint, the ungual phalanx 
being ground up. Dr. Ford, upon see- 
ing tke case, and wishing to save the 
finger if possible, brought the parts to- 
gether as well as could be done, with 
four fine iron wire sutures, and dressed 
the wound with compresses saturated in 
tar-water, telling her to keep them so. 
I also dressed her finger for two weeks, 
at the end of which she was able to take 
care of it herself. 

In this, as in the other cases mention- 
ed, there was, at no time, any odor or 
appreciable suppuration. At the pres- 
ent time, stie too, is entirely well. 

The next case is one which was seen 
by Prof. L. D. Ford and myself. 



Case 4. Hester , a colored wo- 
man, cook. While attending to her du- 
ties in the house of her employer, tripped 
and fell one evening, while carrying a 
burning kerosene lamp, which was bro- 
ken, the oil igniting, and her clothes 
taking fire — burning both arms, her 
breast and back very badly. Immedi- 
ately upon seeing the case, she was punc- 
tured with half a grain of morphine, and 
cloths saturated in spirits of turpentine, 
were applied to the burned surfaces* 
(The application of turpentine to burns 
is a treatment introduced by the Dr., 
and a very valuable one it is.) Upon 
removing these cloths the patient's arms 
and body were enveloped in lar^e com- 
presses, which were ordered to be kept 
wet with a solution of chloride of soda 
— it being at night, and in a private 
iamily, the soda was more easily obtain- 
ed than tar-wat«r. The next day she 
was removed to the freedman's hospital, 
when the soda solution was superseded 
by tar-water, the dressings being kept 
wet with it. 

Upon dressing the case three days after 
the accident, there was no odor and very 
little suppuration. The wounds were 
washed and dressed as before, and the 
cloths kept wet. On the sixth day, we- 
dressed her again. There was still no 
odor about the dressings, although upon 
removing them we found that ulceration 
had begun to take place, and there was 
some suppuration. She was again dress- 
ed, but succumbed to pneumonia on the 
ninth day. 

This case, from the extent of the in- 
jury, was considered, one of the best 
wherein the antiseptic properties of this 
article were illustrated. I would state, 
that all these cases, save the first, were 
treated during very hot weather. 

Vastly more could be written on this, 
subject, but if I am able to call the at- 
tention of the profession to the value of 
tar-water, as an antiseptic and disinfec- 
tant, I am content. 

♦ ^— ^^^"^^^ 

Oxide of zinc is recommended as a 
specific for the tremor of chronic alcohol- 
ism. 
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THE PITH OF DRIED CORN- 
STALK AS A UTERINE TENT. 

Bt it. T. Qoldshitr, M.B., Ailuu, Oa. 

The author prepared an article, which 
was read before the Georgia Medical Aa- , 
sociation, upon the use of " The Pith of; 
the Cornstalk as a Uterine Tent." By! 
request of th« managing editor, I offer a 
hrief synopsis of the practical points of 
the paper. In the paper referred to, I 
say: 

I have the pleasure of bringiotr be- 
fore the profession a new camlidate for 
their consideration as a uterine tent. It 
is the pith of the dried cornstalk. It 
raay, or may not, have advantages over 
other materials manufactured into tents. 
I will permit the profession to determine 
this matter. To my mind, there are I 
many points of superiority. These points 
will be developed as I proceed with the 
reading of this paper. I will, however, 
pause long enough to show the ease and 
rapidity with which they can be made. I 
You take a joint of the dried stalk;! 
strip it of its cuticle, and compress the: 
pith, slowly and firmly, between the 
thumbs and index fingers. You see how , 
compression, made in this way, dimin- 
ishes its bulk. By continue! pressure,! 
you easily reduce it to four or five times 
less its original size. You can compress 
it to any intermediate size ; or, it may be ' 
used without compression to carry me- 
dicaments to the interior of the uterus. 
Because of its ready compression to any 
desired bulk, you have the tent entirely 
under your control. Slight compres^on 
will give you moderate dilating power. 
Compress it as much as possible, and you 
can get a dilating power equal to the sea- 
tangle or sponge. You may compress 
the pith first, and afterwards, with a 
sharp knife, trim to the desired length 
and size ; or, you may first cut the pith 
to the size you wish it to dilate, and then 
cotmpress it for easy introduotiOD. Any 
carve m^ be given the tent by selecting 
a piece of pith that has been curved in 
its growth. The pith absorbs fluids 



readily, and, when compressed, expands 
by such absorption to its original size. 

The wood-cut shows the aegrees of 
compression to whioh the pith may be 
subjected. Figure 1 shows a piece of 
pith (with a string passed through it by 
means of a needle) cut to the size, to 
which the cervical canal in a given case 
may be Jesired to be dilated. Com- 
pressed by the thumbs and fingers, it is 
reduced to the size of figure 2. The cut 
represents the actual size and prepara- 
tion of a tent. To reduce figure 1 to 
figure 2 required one minyie and a half 
by the watch. Afler introduction into 
the cervical canal, figure 2 will expand 
to the size of figure 1. More rapid ex- 
pansion may be had by pricking the sur- 
face of the compressed tent, or by form- 
ing a canal through the tent by first in- 
serting a wire through the length of the 
pith before compressing it. 



PV-I ' F,g.fi 



In speaking of sponge tents, Dr. 
Sims declares he never uses them if he 
can possibly avoid doing so. 

Indeed, so dangerous does he regard 
them, and so necessary, if possible, is it 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD.' 



261 



to find a substitute for them, that he as- 
serts that " he who will give us an eflS- 
eient, safe, and cheap substitute for 
sponge tents will confer a great boon 
upon surgery/^ 

I offer the cornstalk tent as a ^^ safe 
and cheap substitute." It remains to he 
seen if it shall, in the hands of the pro- 
fession, prove "eflScient." As above 
slated, I nave used this tent for the last 
seven years, testing it before giving it to 
the profession. During this time, I have 
not had a single accident from its use, 
and have introduced it many hundreds 
of times. 

Its advantages I will enumerate as 
follows : 

It dilates effectually, but not too rap- 
idly. 

It is smooth, soft, and can be removed 
without force. 

It produces no lacerations, abrasions, 
or irritation of the mucous membrane. 

It can be medicated with any substance 
as easily as the sponge or cloth tent. 

It is of vegetable origin, and, hence, 
does not become putrid and poisonous to 
the patient. 

It may be retained, non-compressed, 
for days, without injurious results, if no 
pain occurs. 

A number of small tents, filling up 
the cervical canal, may be used for more 
rapid expansion. 

It can be prepared, in a few minutes, 
of any desired curve, size, and length. 

Any degree of compression may be 
given it, or it may be used without com- 
pression. 

It may be perforated, like the sea- 
tangle, and its power of absorption in- 
creased, by pricking its surface. 

It will not break upon introduction in 
the cervical canal ; after introduction, it 
absorbs the secretions, and can be bent 
without breaking upon removal. 

The introduction of the cornstalk tent 
is usually no difficult matter. I intro- 
duce it before or afler inserting the spec- 
ulum, but prefer the latter method as a 
rule. After bringing the os into view, 
by means of the speculum (which can 



easily be done, except in cases of ante- 
version, when the tenaculum will aid in 
bringing it into view), the tent is carried 
to the OS uteri, affixed to a stick eight or 
ten inches in length, by means of a 
needle fixed in the end of the stick. 
Holding the small end of the tent in the 
OS, the uterine probe, or a small rod, is 
placed firmly upon the tent, near the 
point of insertion of the needle. The 
stick, in which the needle is fixed, is 
withdrawn, and the tent pushed gently, 
but firmly, up the cervical canal by the 
probe. Between the end of the tent and 
the probe, the latter being held firmly 
against the tent, a kind of universal 
joint is formed, permitting the tent to 
take the surest and easiest direction into 
the uterus. Frequently, the uterus as- 
cends before the tent (especially if a little 
too larjije), as it is being pressed into the 
cervical canal, and, in straightening the 
canal, where there exist curvatures from 
flexions or versions, the probe end of the 
tent falls back upon the posterior wall 
of the vagina. The speculum is with- 
drawn an inch or so, while the probe, 
with the tent almost at a right angle 
with it, lifts the tent into the cervical 
canal, out of sight, where it is left, a 
string having been attached to it, by 
which it may be withdrawn. I endeav- 
or always to carry the large end (probe 
end) of the tent a short distance within 
the OS uteri. When this is done, it is 
less liable to escape from the canal into 
the vagina. The size of the tent should 
always admit of ea^ introduction. 
Sligjht force will, howe^'er, do no harm. 
It is well to place a packing of cotton, 
with glycerine, around and upon the os 
uteri before removing the speculum. 

As stated, I allow the patient to Avith- 
draw the tent when not used as a dila- 
tor. The physician, in removing the 
tent, should do so with the fingers, and 
never through the speculum, as air may 
be admitted to the uterine cavity, and 
bad results follow. 

Typical cases are given in the paper 
submitted to the association. A pam- 
phlet, containing twenty-five pages, upon 
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uterine tents would doubtless present 
other points of interest to the readers of 
the Recx)RD, but its motto being " Quic" 
quid PrcedpUs Esto Brevis/' I forbear to 
occupy rnore space. 

TANSY IN PRURITIS VULV^. 



Dr. Richard L. Butt, of Midway, Al- 
abama, extols the use of tansy {tanace- 
turn hortense) for the relief of pruritis 
vulvae. He has found a poultice made 
of the leaves of the plant, and applied 
as hot as the patient can bear it, to be 
efficacious when leeches to the thighs, 
washes of borax, lead, zinc, nitrate of 
silver, sulphate of copper, etc., had been 
tried in vain. The editors of the Amer- 
ican Practitioner^ which records the 
above, think that possibly the mode of 
using the tansy, in poultices as hot as 
can be borne, has something to do with 
the success which has attended the treat- 
ment in the bands of Dr. Butt. — Lon- 
don Lancet. 



POND'S AMERICAN SPHYGMO- 

GRAPH. 



(Read before the Philadelphia County Medical 

Society.) 



Bt Frank Woodbubt, M.D., of Philadelphia. 



Having, by request of Professor Da- 
Costa, and under his direction, made 
some trial, in the wards of the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital, of the sphygmograph in- 
vented by Dr. E. A. Pond, of Rutland, 
Vermont, I wish to exhibit this instru- 
ment to the Philadelphia County Medi- 
cal Society, and to communicate the re- 
sults of our observations. The inven- 
tion is protected by a patent issued by 
the United States to Dr. Pond in 1875. 
This instrument was first brought to the 
notice of the profession in November, 
1875, when it was exhibited bv Dr. 
Pond, at the meeting of the Suffolk Dis- 
drict Medical Society, an account of 
which will be found reported in the Bos- 
ton Medical and Surgical Journal, of De- 



cember 23, 1875. Since that period, the 
inventor and his son, Dr. Wallace R. 
Pond, have shown it at a number of 
medical meetings, but not in the form in 
which it is now seen. The form origin- 
ally was simply that of a sphygmoscope, 
which idea was naturally followed oy 
the conception of the addition of a re- 
cording apparatus to convert it into a 
sphygmograph. Many improvements 
were gradually added until the instru- 
ment assumed its present shape, under 
which it was first presented before Dr. 
Stella's section of the International Med- 
ical Congress, held in this city during 
the centennial year. 

This sketch of the history of the in- 
vention is given because much of the 
same principle of construction is adopted 
in the sphygmograph of Dr. Keyt, of 
Cincinnati, who published a description 
of his instrument in January, 1876, in 
the New York Medical Journal, volume 
xxiii., page 26, in an article entitled 
"The New Sphygmograph, or Instru- 
ment Adapted as a Sphygmograph, 
Sphygmometer, Cardiogroph, Cardiome- 
ter, and to Other Uses." It is unfor- 
tunate for Dr. Pon^ that no full descrip- 
tion of his instrument had appeared any- 
where previous to this publication by 
Dr, Keyt, for, although the principle of 
construction was undoubtedly verbally 
explained by Dr. Pond, at the meeting 
of the Suffolk District Medical Society, 
the invention has been credited to Dr. 
Keyt by writers, among others, Dr. F. 
G. Smith, in the American edition of Dr. 
Carpenter's work on Physiology, pub- 
lished in 1876. In a private letter from 
Dr. E. A. Pond, dated Rutland, April 
24, 1877, he says: "I have been five 
years at work on it, and completed it 
about two years ago, and have been 
using it myself, to perfect it, before 
bringing it out, and am just cemmenc- 
ing to brine: it to the notice of physi- 
cians,'' which explains his delay in pub- 
lication, evidently desiring it to assume 
its permanent form before publishing it 

fully. 

The instrument differs from that of 
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Marey in transmitting the impulse of the mica, glass or paper ; put the end be- 
artery not immediately to the lever, but tween the rollers, start the movement, it 
indirectly} through the motion commu- will run through, and the needle will 
nicated to a column of water and a ^lass trace the pulse on it. Photographers' 
float, which finally moves the recordkig Varnish irtll fix the trace so it can be 
pen. The construction and character of handled. In using the holder, place the 



the new sphygmograph, as seen in the 
instrumeut, and as shown in the cut, are 
readily understood. The main portion 
consists essentially of an upper and a 
lower glass tube. The lower tube, con- 
taining fluid and having a rubber dia- 
}^ragm stretched on the lower end, is, 
in use, the part applied to the pulse. 
The upper and ifmaller tube fits the 
larger and lower tube by means of a 

packing on its inferior end, 
thus moving freely in and 
out, and determining, at 
desire, the height of the 
fluid in the small part of 
the tube. Inside the small 
part of the tube is a free 
float, made of glass, which 
floats according to the 
height of the fluid, and 
obeys any movement of 
the fluid, or any vibrations 
from the rubber cap on the 
lower end of the instru- 
ment. A pendulous-joint- 
ed needle clasps on the up- 
per part of the tube. A 
watch movement is also 




pressure dial on the lower end of the 
bolt, and have the blades of the holder 
between the dial and the nut, and slide 
it into place, the bolt fitting the slot in 
the end of the holder. Care must be 
taken to see that it is applied exactly 
over the artery. 

There is also attached a ruler, so that 
the slide can be divided into millimetres 
while it is moving along, as seen in one 
of the specimens exhibited. These are 
two millimetres apart. Dr. Pond states 
that he has also used the needle reversed 
to move down on the slide, and can pro- 
vide the case with both kinds of needles. 
I am also informed that these instru- 
ments are now made with a governor on 
the watch movement, so that it can be 
run at any rate of speed desired. 

Professor DaCosta has been much 
pleased with the tracings made in this 
manner, and says that some of them are 
the finest he has ever seen. 

I have found that by the aid of Pond's 
sphygmograph, I have obtained far better 
tracings of the radial pulse than I ever 
succeeded in getting with Marey's instru- 
ment. Owing to peculiarities in the in- 



attached to the tube to move the slide /strument, and delicacy of construction. 



upon which the trace is to be made. A 
holder clasping the wrist, fastened by 
means of a sliding bolt, retains the in- 
strument in place over the artery. A 
dial may be added, which shows the 
amount of pressure used. 

An extra tube, having a larger bot- 
tom, is prepared for cardiographic traces. 

The application of this instrument is 
simple, and, indeed, it may, after a little 
practice, be used oif-hand — that is, hold- 
ing it as you would a pen ; apply the 
rubber diaphragm to the artery, vein or 
heart ; use the requisite pressure to bring 
the float against the arm of the needle; 
place the free end of the needle on the 
slide ; smoke verj' slightly a slide of 



it requires considerable practice in order 
to become acquainted with its capabili- 
ties, and to gain skill in using it, but the 
results are so much better than with any 
inferior instrument that the experiment- 
er feels repaid for his trouble immedi- 
ately on comparing the tracings. 

The cut shows a normal radial trac- 
ing obtained from the pulse of Dr. Pond. 




Among tiie several tracings herewith 
submittea may be seen some taken from 
cases of aortic and mitral disease, ty- 
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phoid and scarlet fevers, and from chil- 
dren at different ages. Of the numer- 
ons sphygmograms I have made^ these 
are selected for their clearness and char- 
acteristic features, some of them being 
almost typical of the condition that sup- ! 
plied them. While the sphygmograph | 
nas not thus far obtained for itself the 
position of a sine qua non in the diagno- 
sis of any particular affection, yet I feel 
warranted, at least, in saying, in view of 
these specimens, that it offers corrobora- 
tive testimony which iscapable of strong- 
ly confirming impressions arising from 
the usual piethods of physical examiua^ 
tion. 

I think that the members of this so- 
ciety, who examine the tracings present- 
ed, will appreciate the advantages of the 
American sphygmograph, which, al- 
though not entirely free from fault, is, 
perhaps, better adapted to the purpose 
than any other instrument with which 
I am acquainted. — Repmier^ Phila. 

SCRAPING-SPOON 

(Mr. Balmanno Squire's) 

FOB THE TREATMENT OF LUPUS VUL- 
GARIS, LUPUS ERYTHEMATOSUS, RO- 
DENT ULCER (fLAT EPITHELIAL can- 
cer), SCROFULOUS ULCERS, AND SOME 
OTHER CIRCUMSCRIBED CHRONIC LE- 
SIONS OF THE SKIN. 



Explanation. — The application of the 
treatment by erasion to certain chronic, 
progressively ulcerating lesions of the 
skin was originated by Volkmann, of 
Halle, in its application to lupus vulga- 
ris. The use of this method has been 
recently extended to some other skin 
diseases, and has met with the warm ap- 
proval of such authoiities as Auspitz 
and Hebra, of Vienna. The result at- 
tained bv erasion is the mechanical re- 
moval of such diseased deposits in the 
skin as, having once obtained a locus 
standi, exhibit but little, if any, tenden- 
cy to spontaneous involution, and are 
with difficulty, if at all, remediable by 
any other than such heroic mea«^ures as 



complete excision or deep cauterization. 
The constant tendency of such deposits 
as are here referred to is either by slow 
progress to extend the area of their oc- 
cupation of the skin, or by ulceration of 
their morbid structure to lead to more 
or les«j extensive destruction of the skin, 
and, as in some instances, of the subja- 
cent tissues also. 

It has been found, as a matter of prac- 
tical trial, that the removal of the dis- 
eased deposit by the simple method of 
scraping it away is, in many lesions, such 
as those above enumerated, quite suffi- 
cient to convert the diseased area into a 
healthy ulcer, which thereupon speedily 
heals up (namely, within from a week to 
a month, according to its extent), and so 
the cure of an obstinate and long-stand- 
ing disease of months' or even years' du- 
ration may often thus be rapidly accom- 
plished. The employment of this meth- 
od is especially facilitated by the circum- 
stance that, in all of the lesions above 
particularized, the diseased structure is 
so extiemely friable that the readiness 
with which it crumples away under the 
pressure of the spoon at once differenti- 
ates it to the sense of touch (as convey- 
ed by the spoon) from the notably tough 
surrounding healthy textures, namely, 
from the circumjacent sound skin, and 
from the subjacent cellular tissue, so that 
the sense of touch marerially aids ihe 
eye in distinguishing the unsound from 
the sound structure. In point of fact, 
it is impossible to remove any of the 
sound structures by means of this instru- 
ment if the instrument be used with only 
moderate force; the extremely tougk 
character of healthy fibrous tissue eifect- 
ively precludes such a contingency. 

One considerable advantage of thfe 
method is its absolutely complete con- 
servation of the neighboring sound text- 
ures, which, if only moderately firm 
pressure be exerted in using the spoon, 
are left quite intact. In this respect, the 
method of erasion contrasts favorably 
with either excision or deep cauteriza- 
tion, since, in either of the latter proce- 
dures, a more or less considerable por- 
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tion of the surrounding sound structnre 
is either removed or hopelessly destroyed. 
This consideration is ofv special import- 
ance^ inasmuch as^ in diseases such as 
those in question^ which are especially 
apt to attack the face or the neck^ and 
which are formidable chiefly on account 
of the extensive disfiguration they are 
wont to lead to, it becomes a matter of 
consequence to refrain, as far as possible, 
from adding to the loss of substance al- 
ready produced by the disease by occa- 
sioning a further loss of substance by 
the interference necessary to the cure of 
the disease. 

Mr. Squire's instruments are modifi- 
cations of the instruments in use in Ger- 
many. The advantages presented by the 
English' instruments are that they are 
smaller, deeper, and narrower than the 
German spoons. 

Mode of Operating. — It is unnecessary 
to chloroform the patient. Local anses- 
thesia, produced by means of the ether- 
spray, amply suffices to prevent the op- 
eration being felt by the patient. Im- 
mediately before operating, the skin 
should be well frozen by the spray ; but 
inasmuch as the frozen skin presents no 
distinction as to where sound and where 
not sound to the touch of the spoon, be- 
cause both healthy and diseased struc- 
tures are equally hard when frozen, it is 
therefore necessary to allow the skin 1o 
begin to thaw before operating. Imme- 
diately that the chilled surface is noticed 
to have lost the charapteristic tallowy 
whiteness of frozen skin, the scraping 
should be expeditiously performed. If 
the patch be b«t of moderate size, and 
the Of)erator fairly adroit, the operation 
may be neatly completed without the pa^ 
tient at all feeling it. All bleeding may 
be at once arrested by exercising moder- 
ately firm pressure on the scraped sur- 
fiice with the finger tips, a layer of blot- 
ting paper being interposed between 
them and the raw surface. 

The instrument should be held slant- 
ingly in the manner of a writing pen or 
a drawing pencil, and the movements of 
the hand, in using it, are such as are 



suggested by this remark. It is espe- 
cially necessary that the edges of the 
patcbes should be scraped thoroughly, 
since it is at the margin of the patches 
that the disease commonly exerts its 
greatest activity. 

Small outlying nodules or specks of 
morbid deposit which may be found (for 
example,, often in cases of lupus vulga- 
ris) around the main patches of the dis- 
ease, are to be dealt with in a somewhat 
different manner, namely, by holding 
the instrument perpendicular to the skin, 
with the end of the spoon resting on the 
nodule. The tip of the forefinger of the 
left hand is then to be placed on the 
butt-end of the instrument, so as to 
steady it in its position, and at the same 
time to press it with moderate firmness 
against the skin. At the same time, the 
handle of the instrument is to be rotated 
in one direction continuously by means 
of the thumb and forefinger of the right 
hand. After two or three turns of the 
instrument, the nodule will be found to 
be completely enucleated. 

As to the afler- treatment, nothing 
more is necessary than for the first thrre 
or four days to smear a thin film of sim- 
pie ointment over the wound, and sub- 
sequently a film of weak resin ointment, 
increasing progreasively the strength of 
the resin ointment if need be. It is an 
advantage to wash the wound regularly " 
once, or even thrice a day w^ith warm 
soap and water, applied by means of a 
large camel-hair brush, so as to cleanse 
it thoroughly from discharge before each 
fresh application of ointment. 

THE TREATMENT OF YELLOW 

FEVER. 



fWe are indebted, for the following 
article, to Dr. J. B. C. Gazzo, of La 
Fourche, La. It is translated from the 
French of the Rev. C. M. Menard, and 
appears of sufficient value to merit re- 
pro'luction. — Ed. Med. ASurg. Beporter.^ 

The treatment is that of Dr. Cherot, 
of Martinique, and is said to have given 
the best results. — Ed. Record. 
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I. — FIRST TREATMEyT. 

Put the patient in bed; cover him 
well up to the neck ; keep apartment 
closed. Without any delay, give patient 
a hot foot bath, strong with mustard, and 
leave feet in bath from eight to ten min- 
utes; friction limbs, being particular 
not to let fresh air come in contact with 
patient; give two or three cups of elder- 
leaf tea, to produce perspiratioQ ; if con- 
venient, place hot bricks, or 'bottles of 
hot water, around patient's legs. Apply 
mustard to feet for about one-quarter of 
an hour. Be very particular and not 
let patient uncover ; this is all-impor- 
tant. As soon as possible, give patient 
lemonade every twenty minutes. The 
lemonade is made as follows : Two sour 
oranges (lemons will answer) ; peel, re- 
move outer skin as much as possible, re- 
move seeds, and boil six to ten minutes ; 
let cool ; sweeten, if desired, and admin* 
ister. It is important to give this lem- 
onade. 

II. — DURING PERSPIRATION. 

One hour after patient has taken to 
bed give clysters every three hours, fol- 
lowed by a foot bath without mustard. 
The clysters are prepared of mauve or 
gombo leaves, or of flax seed in small 
quantity. This treatment is kept up 
until the fever has subsided. Always 
be careful that patient is not exposed to 
air while perspiring. Continue to cause 
perspiration during four hours, and all 
the while give the above lemonade every 
twenty minutes for the first six hours, 
and then every thirty or forty minutes. 

The patient must be made to perspire 
from four to five hours — not less than 
four hours. His clothes must be changed 
three, and (if corpulent and strong) four 
times. Warm the clothes well before 
changing, and while effecting a change 
do not let fresh air strike patient. 

III. — AFTER PERSPIRATION. 

When patient shall have well perspir- 
ed from four to live hours, according to 
circumstances, remove covers, leaving 
only one sheet on patient if weather is 
warm, keeping the feet, however, well 



covered with a quilt or blanket. While 
giving clysters and foot baths keep 
apartment closed. If the weather is not 
cold or damp you may now open apart- 
ment so as to let a little fresh air circu- 
late, being careful that patient is not in 
a current of air. 

The fever lasts from twenty to forty 
hours, usually ; sometimes, though rare- 
ly, from sixty to eighty hours. The 
pulse gives 100 to 120, somtstimes 130 

Eulsations a minute. Do not be alarmed; 
eep patient in good spirits;' keep him 
diverted, but do not fatigue him. Di- 
version contributes to a speedy cure. 

Seven or eight hours after taking the 
fever the patient's tongue is spotted 
white, oftentimes black, on the centre, 
and is always encircled by a well-defined 
red girt. 

IV. — WHEN THE FEVER CEASES. 

As soon as the fever has subsided, and 
the puke indicates sixty to seventy or 
eighty pulsations a minute — which hap- 
pens at the end of about twenty hours — 
the patient must hasten to take, 1st, 
manna and senna, 2d, magnesia; Sd, 
Peruvian bark and epsom salts; the 
first for ordinary cases ; the second for 
weak patients, and the third for serious 
cases. These remedies are prepared and 
taken as follows: 

1st. Manna and senna: for an adult, 
three ounces of manna well stirred in a 
cup of hot milk or water (the milk pre- 
ferable); add an infusion of senna leaves; 
mix the whole together, strain, cool a 
little, and administer at a single dose, or 
in two doses. For a child, give one to 
one and a half ounce of manna, and but 
little of the ^enna infusion. 

2d. Magnesia: three teaspoonfuls stir- 
red in a cup ot tepid water or milk. 
Give one dose. 

3d. The most efiScacious medicine of 
all : one ounce of pulverized i)eruvian 
bark (red) well stirred in a cupful of 
boiling water — stir and make a paste. 
In another cupful of boiling hot water, 
dissolve one-half ounce of epsom salts. 
Pour contents of both cups in an ordi- 
nary wine bottle, and fill the bottle three- 
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quarters fall of hot water. Shake well 
and long, until the elbow tires. Let cool 
and give a little wineglassful every quar- 
ter of an hour. When patient begins to 
purge, give two little wineglassfuls every 
, half hour. "This," said Dr. Cherot, 
"is la ^nedioine par excellence," 

As soon as patient has taken above 
remedies, give him orange-leaf tea, or if 
that does not suit hia palate, continue to 
give him the lemonade. 

If medicine No. 1 (manna and senna) 
does not operate in two hours, give medi- 
cine No. 2 (magnesia). Be quick, for 
fear that fever will return or vomiting 
will occur. When these medicines are 
being taken, clysters followed by foot 
baths are discontinued. 

When patient has had two operations, 
give him a little soup made of sour sor- 
rel, the yolk of an egg, a little butter 
(preferable to lard), use very little salt, 
and soak in soup a thin slice of bread. 
This soup strengthens and does not in* 
terfere with taking of medicines. After 
five or six operations, begin with quinine, 
twenty to twenty-five grains given in 
five-grain doses every hour. For a child 
twelve to fifteen grains, in three-grain 
doses every hour. 

If patient suffers too much from pain 
in the pit of the stomach, give him gum 
water — that is, gum arabic dissolved in 
hot water. Give one teaspoonful every 
now and then. One of the most critical 
stages of the disease is when the pain in 
the pit of the stomach increases. You 
must encourage patient ; make him drijik 
often. The disease apparently becomes 
more violent, the patfent weakens rapid- 
ly, but he is unconsciously getting bet- 
ter. 

The abov6 is the treatment in ordi- 
nary cases. 

V. — RETENTION OF URIXE. 

Too much care cannot be taken on 
this point. Press questions : if patient i 
feels i>ain in the lower part of abdomen ' 
(a sure premonitory symptom of reten- ! 
tion) friction the part every quarter of j 
an hour, with camphorated oil. If re- 
tention prove obstinate, give pumpkin 



seed tea, or flaxseed tea, with one drachm 
of saltpetre for every five or sir cups of 
the tea ; and if patient is not perspiring 
give him a warm hip bath (not higher 
than the navel). Leave patient in hip 
bath one*quarter to one-half hour. It is 
highly important to remove retention. 

VI. — ^VOMITING. 

The vomiting of bile, water, and 
glaires, at the outset of the disease, is a* 
good sign. Give tepid water to favor, 
but not enough to provoke vomiting. 

Other vomiting of substance, bloody, 
and sometimes black, occurs in cases of 
relapse, or when fever has lasted too 
long, or because treatment has not been 
followed properly. Take peruvian bark 
pulverized (the red) one-half ounce, and 
put in an ordinary wine bottle three- 
quarters full of cold water. Shake well 
and long ; let settle and give one table- 
spoonful every quarter of an hour and 
even oftener. Seven or eight doses usu- 
ally suffice tb check vomiting. Afler 
this, give the peruvian bark prepared 
with epsom salts as mentionea above. 
(See 3d, of No. iv.) 

VII.— GANGREXE. 

A thick, white and bloody coating of 
the inner mouth indicates the presence 
of gangrene. Administer the peruvian 
bark prepared with cold water (see No. 
vi) every quarter of an hour for half a 
day ; then double the dose and give at 
intervals of half an hour, and finally 
every two hours. Purge patient every 
twenty-four or thirty-six hours, with the 
peruvian bark and epsom salts; then 
you may continue to give the peruvian 
bark with cold water, giving the doses 
further and further apart, until gangrene 
has disappeared. 

Give emollient clyster, morning and 
night ; administer the gum water ; give 
a little soup; a little wine in a great 
deal of water — no pure wine — the least 
iraprudeuoe can cause death. 

After giving the quinine, try and 
strengthen the patient with broth; a 
little wine in water — no cold water pure 
— nor pure wine; force patient to sit up 
and to get out of bed ; do not expose him 
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in current of air, nor let him go oat in 
the damp or in the sun. Although he 
may not feel well, do not purge him un- 
less in a grave case, because it is impor- 
tant not to overtax the stomach, already 
much enfeebled. If a little fever return 
and go off, give ten grains of quinine in 
two dosed. Under no circumstances 
must you give pure cold water, even 
during the first three or four days of con- 
valescence. 

VIII. — SPECIAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Children must be forced te drink lem- 
onade and take medicines. If necessary 
stop up the nose and thus force them to 
drink. If threatened with attack of 
worms, give a little vermifugre. In all 



only give remedies in smaller doses. 

Women. — If periodical complaint ap- 
pear, that of itself is the best of remedies. 
In such a case, encourage flow by appli- 
cation of warm poultices on large veins 
inside of the thighs. Do not give lem- 
onade and other remedies. Simply give 
orange leaf tea and the like harmless 
remedies. If the patient is one in a 
"delicate way," bolster head and stomach 
by means of pillows. Xo lemonade ; 
orange leaf tea, but weak ; foot baths, 
but not very warm ; no clysters, except 
in serious cases, and then not frequent; 
manna, with not much senna, or simply 
magnesia, quinine, gum water; use great 
precaution during convalescence. Use 
same and greater precaution for women 
recently delivered, 

IX, — IMPORTANT REMARKS. 

1st. If patient throw up medicine or 
quinine, repeat the dose at onee. 



3d. Stools are black and highly offen- 
sive to smell ; are more difficult with 
women : you must act accordingly. 

4th. Nursing must be attended to 
night and day, to see that patient is made 
to perspire well, to keep him covered, 
and to give him his medicines punc- 
tually. 

5th. Except in rare instances, the dis- 
ease lasts three days. If disease has not 
been properly attended to, vomiting and 
other serious symptoms usually occur on 
the third or fourth day. 

6th. Relapse is dangerous, and is oc- 
casioned, 1st by exposing patient to air, 
or current of air; 2d, by his eat- 
ing loo mud , of things indigest- 



other respects treat them like adults, ibie; 3d, by laying in bed too long; 4th, 



by fatiguing patient, or allowing him to 
sit up late at night ; 6th, by going out 
in the sun too soon. 

7th. Convalescence is long and tedi- 
ous , lasts from fifteen to twenty days. 
During convalescense, give barley water, 
{eau d^orgc pde). 

Do not let patient fatigue ; and do not 
allow him to go out in the sun for tenor 
twelve days. 

Let him avoid excesses of all kinds. 



STRANGULATED H E R X I A — 
TREATMENT BY HYPODER- 
MIC INJECTIONS OF MOR- 
PHIA HYDROCHLORAS. 



By G. H. Chapuan, M.D., III. 



patient be very sick at stomach, or swal- 
low with difficulty, apply mustard on 
pit of the stomach for a few minutes, or 
take a bandage, say one inch wide, dip 
in cold water and apply under the chin, 
clear up to and under the ears. 

2d. If patient does not eject first clys- 
ter at once, give a second, with Castile 
soap in it, and if that is not ejected, 
give a third, and then wait till the next 
regular time for giving clyster — say three 
hours. 



In the month of October, 1876, while 
If practicing in Hudson, "Mich., with my 



father, Dr. Geo. Chapman, the follow- 
ing case presented itself, which, with 
others since treated in a similar manner, 
seems to me of sufficient interest to re- 
port. I therefore report them, hoping 
it may meet the approval of some of my 
p]*olessional friends, and pobsibly save 
some suffering mortal hours of agony, if 
not operation, in some instances : 

Chae I. — John R., a former, aged 61, 
of medium height, robust and muscular, 
came into the office, having an oblique 
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inguinal hernia of the right side, which 
had "come down/^ and, contrary to its 
usual custom, completely resisted bis 
personal efforts to reduce it. He had 
been troubled "mth it for several years, 
but had worn a truss. Upon examina- 
tion we found tne tumor of a hard, globu- 
lar character, dark-red, almost purple 
color, and about the size of a common 
lemon. All our efforts to reduce it by 
laxis, with fomentations, tractile method 
(inverting the patient), &c., proved un- 
availing after two hours' hard work. 

We debated the question of using 
chloroform, as our patient had an inter- 
mittent pulse ; still, feared we might be 
obliged to resort to it, and possibly to an 
operation, as the patient now vomited at 
each effort at taxis. 

At this form, my father called to mind 
the fact of having read, somewhere, of 
the hypodermic injection of a full dose 
of hydrochlorate of morphia in the re- 
duction of a dislocated humerus, and 
said : "If useftil in that case, why not in 
this?" I 

Acting on this suggestion, I immedi- 
ately injected J grain of the drag in the 
outer side of the thigh, about six inches 
from the tumor, and waited patiently 
ten minutes, till the patient said, ^'I 
have no pain.'' 

We now raised him so that the hips 
were about fifteen inches higher than his 
head and shoulders, and resumed taxis, 
when, to our surprise and infinite relief, 
at the first attempt the tumor returned 
to the abdomen with an audible click. 
There was some tenderness and in- 
flammation in the injured region for a few 
days, and, after this subsided, a suitable 
truss was applied, and no more trouble 
was experienced. 

Case II. — About one month after the 
preceding case I was summoned to at- 
tend a young man five miles in the 
country — a &rmer, aged twenty. 

Upon examination, found an oblique 
inguinal hernia of the right side, extend- 
ing into the scrotum, about the size of a 
Bartlett pear^ of a purplish color, with 
intense pains at abdominal rings. This 



patient had often reduced the hernia 
himself, bot in this instance had worked 
twelve hours without success, and was now 
vomiting at each effort at taxis. I im- 
mediately injected ^ grain of morphia 
hydrochloras into the thigh, and waited 
fifteen minutes, when I had the satis&c- 
tion of having the tumor return to the 
abdomen upon my first attempt at re- 
duction by taxis, with the same audible 
click as in the former case. 

Case III, occurred in Grand Crossing, 
111. Was called January 9, 1878, to see 
C. W., aged 29, and found an inguinal 
hernia similar to No. II, as to present 
condition, time of duration, patient, 
vomiting, &c. 

I administered in the thigh, as before, 
J gmin morphia hydrochloras, and suc- 
ceeded in reducing the tumor in half an 
hour. 

I lay the lack of immediate success in 
this case to the smaller dose of morphia 
used. 

This patient neglected to have a truss 
adjusted, consequently he again present- 
ed himself, in the same condition, on the 
3d cf March. I had no hydrochlorate 
at this time, and could get none in town; 
I therefore injected J grain of the sul- 
phate, and attempted reduction by taxis 
and tractile method, without success. I 
then administered chloroform, which in- 
creased the vomiting, and made a bad 
matter worse. I now injected J grain 
of morphia as a second injection, and 
applied fomentations for an hour ; then 
resorted to taxis once more, and, after 
considerable effort, succeeded in relieving 
my patient. 

BLydrochlorate of morphia, though 
used far less frequently in this country 
than the sulphate, is received with greater 
fevor in Great Britain. My experience 
with the drug leads me to assert that it 
possesses peculiar advantages over the 
sulphate in many cases, especially where 
we seek to relieve spasm, as is shown in 
Case III. I have also observed its su-* 

f>eriority in asthma. One case particu- 
arly I now recall, where the druggist 
substituted sulphate for muriate (as he 
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afterwards admitted)^ without consent^ 
and no relief was obtained. I had the 
prescription re«compounded properly, 
and secured relief on administering the 
first dose. 

I further find it less liable to cause the 

Eeculiar nausea and ''heaviness of the 
ead^' so often complained of after taking 
the sulphate. 

Its advantages in cases like the above 
is self-evident; as in the after-treatment 
of such caseS; as well as in dislocations^ 
we almost invariably are obliged to ad- 
minister an anodyne. By administer- 
ing it in a maximum dose (which I con- 
sider essential for the best results) before 
operation, we may avoid the dangers of 
chloroform, securiug equally good re- 
sults. Will it stand the test?— ificA. 
Med, News. 



MAGIC EFFECTS OF HYPODERMIC PUNC- 
TURE OF MORPHIA IN CASES OF 
DYSENTERY. 

Dr. J. E. Washington, of Augusta, 
Georgia, in the Nashville Journal of 
Medicine and Surgery ^ says : 

As I have never seen mention made 
of the use of morphine by hypodermic 
puncture in cases of dysentery, I have 
concluded to give my own experience 
with it. I was first induced to try it by 
being called to a case in which there was 
terrible sufiering from tenesmus and 
vomiting. In this case, the man begged 
me, " Doctor, for God's sake give me 
something to relieve me, for I can't stand 
it much longer.'' He was covered from 
head to foot with cold, clammy sweat, 
lips blue and cold. I gave him about 
the third of a grain of morphia by punc- 
ture — not with any idea that it would 
relieve the vomiting and purging, but 
solely to obtund him to the severe suf- 
fering; but, to my surprise, in a few 
moments he was perfectly quiet, and the 
vomiting and purging almost entirely 
relieved ; another puncture did the worL, 
and be was oonvalescent in a little over 
forty hours. 

Having such success in this case, I 
was emboldened to try it in several other I 



cases with equally as good results. After 
having treated a number of cases in this 
way, 1 was taken with an attack of dys- 
entery myself. In my own case, there 
was severe vomiting and tenesmus — in 
fact, a movement from the bowels every 
five or ten minutes, and sometimes I 
coiild not leave the stool more than three 
or four steps without having to return. 
I tried opium to quiet me, but could not 
retain it. I then thought of the hypo- 
dermic puncture, and, although so weak 
and faint that I could not sit up, pre- 
pared the instrument (being alone) and 
gave myself a good puncture, and, lo I 
in a few minutes, I was perfectly re- 
lieved. I then applied a wet bandage 
over stomach and bowels, and was soon 
convalescent. 

Now, here we have, not only the evi- 
dence of the bene^cial effects of hypo- 
dermic puncture of morphine in cases of 
dysentery, as derived from a trial upon 
others, but also from personal experi- 
epce. When we come to consider the 
spvere, debilitating effects of this disease, 
and also how frequently its effects are 
prolonged for days and weeks, it be- 
hooves us to try those remedies which 
will cut short the duration of the dis- 
ease. 

I give these ideas for what they may 
be worth, and would be glad if some of 
your readers would try the above plan,, 
and see what is the result in their hands. 
No more at present; will send you an 
account of cases of chronic diarrhoea 
treated and cured by alkaline treatment. 



TREATMENT OF CANCER OF THE BREAST. 

Z. H.Evans, U.Td., {Toledo Medical 
and Surgical Joumaly April, 18 78)^ 
treats cancer of the breast by the knife, 
supplemented by the free use of super- 
sulphate of zinc (Tanner), to accomplish 
two indications : First, to arrest hem- 
orrhage ; and, second, to destroy any of 
the cancer cells that may remain after 
the knife. He then has an open wound 
to treat, which is allowed to contract 
and cicatrize.-*-*i)e^oA Lancd.. 
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AB8TMACT8 AND GLEANINGS. 



MALARIAL AND YELLOW FEVER. 

(An Extract, flrom the Paper of Dr. Le Hardy, of 
Savannah, in Tranaaotiona Georgia Medi- 
cal Society, the following.) 



It is pretty generally admitted^ by 
medical scientists^ both in America and 
Earope, that malarial or paludal fevers 
are produced by plants, or spores of 
planS, growW- marshee, Stagnant 
water, or elsewhere, whetner at the level 
of the sea, or ten thousand feet above it, 
in high, or in low latiudes. With my 
present imperfect knowledge of the vari- 
ous plants producing febrile diseases, it 
would be impossible to say, whether 
those producing malarial fevers belong 
invariably to the fungi order. 

Lebert says : "It is true, that in dip- 
theritis, vaccinia, small-pox, septicaemia, 
pyaemia, mycosis intestinalis and in 
lymph thrombi of puerperal diseases, 
tne globular form of protomyoetes pre- 
vails. The &ct, that Davaine has al- 
ready demonstrated, the constant pre- 
sence of rod bacteria in malignant pus- 
tule ; and that the spiral-like filaments 
of Obermeyer are found in relapsing 
fever, prove that the spiral protomycetes 
may exist in infection, as well as the 
globe, rod-like, or ovoid, or as the pan- 
histophiton of the silk worm, discovered 
by me.'' 

But the "protomycetes" of Lebert 
propagate by "gemmation,'' and not by 
fructification. The result of this is, that 
the diseases produced by them require 
either contact, as in vaccinia, pustule 
syphilis, or absorption into the system 
by the stomach, through infected water, 
food, etc., as in typhoid fever, or to 
change their form when leaving the body 
in the ejecta, therein completing their 
growth^ and producing new serms or 
plants, which being disseminated through 



the surroundine ftir^ enter the body. 
This is believed by many, to be the mode 
of propagation in cholera. At any rate, 
Kock has demonstrated that such changes 
take place in the bacillius anthracis of 
splenic fever. 

The history of yellow fever, as well 
as of malarial fevers, points to a differ- 
ent mode of origin and propagation. 
They are peculiar to certain localities ; 
have a well defined duration ; they al- 
ways recur under the same conditions, 
and always disappear under the influence 
of frost. 

The whole atmosphere must contain 
the germs of these fevers, in order to 
account for the almost simultaneous ap- 
pearance of fellow fever, in widely sepa- 
rated portions of a city, and of malarial 
fevers, over a large expanse of country. 
Spores of fungi, floating in the air, have 
frequently been collected, and made to 
produce the plants of their kind. I liave 
often, afler collecting the spores of the 
mould plant, so common in this locality 
in summer, watched its growth under 
the microscope. 

These spores are exceedingly light, 
and are carried up from the earth by the 
effects of solar heat, when they are wafted 
about by the winds. 

In the same manner, the spores pro- 
ducing yellow fever, rise from the sur- 
face of stagnant water or wet soil, and 
are carried along by the winds until 
they find a lodgment, in a city, a house, 
a ship, or other place. Here,, by con- 
stant additions from the same source, 
they may concentrate sufficiently to pro- 
duce effects, more or less poisonous, in 
proportion to the quantity absorbed. 

It is a well known fact^ that malarial 
fevers have been contracted by persona 
passing through maisbes^ or sleeping in 
the neighborhood of these, or other ma- 
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larial spots. It has also been generally 
observed that men, who are more ex- 
posed to the poisoned air of a city, are 
much more frequently stricken, during 
an epidemic of yellow fever, than wo- 
men, who usually remain at home. 

The question next arises, whether the 
different forms of malarial fevers are 
produced by spore plants of the same, or 
of different species. This I deem neces^ 
earj' to discuss now ; but it may be well 
to remark that intermittent fevers exist 
in the localities where remittent fevers 
prevail, and that both of these are par- 
ticularly rife in sections visited by con- 
tinued fevers and yellow fever ; also, 
that the variations which take place in 
the nature of these fevers, occur pan 
pcism, with the increase of temperature. 

It is a feet beyond dispute, that where 
the air of houses, ships, etc., has been 
allowed to remain unaistarbed by disin- 
fection, or by frost, sporadic cases of 
yellow fever have originated therein ; 
and although intermittent, or remittent 
fevers were prevailing in the surround- 
ing localities, the yellow fever did not 
.spread beyond the source of infection. 
This inclines me to the opinion that the 
disease under consideration is the pro- 
duct of a plant, which can fructify only 
at a temperature of about 80^, and I 
think I am sustained in this view of the 
subject, by the following experiments 
made during the months of February 
and March, of this year (1878). 

Having collected with great care, 
during our epidemic, three specimens of 
black vomit, one of urine, one of blood, 
one of liver, and two of the dust floating 
in infected houses, and having kept them 
sealed, I instituted experiments. These 
I made under glass bells that had been 
subjected to a heat of over 250°, to 
which heat the stand and jar underneath 
had also been subjected. The water 
used was first distilled, then boiled ; and 
in order to prevent the acoess of sur- 
rounding air, or contamination frona 
foreign germs, was introduced into the 
jars, through a previously heated and 
purified syphon, by which means the 



specimens were passed into the jars 
twenty-four hours afterwards. 

The results obtainen so far are of such 
a nature as to make me hopeful of bring- 
ing to light, at some future day, the 
punctum desideratum in the history of 
yellow fever. 

In two specimens of black vomit, and 
in one derived from infected dust, I 
have obtained several plants of a fungus 
which I believe is peculiar to yellow 
fever, and which has not, so far as the 
light of my researches enables me to 
judge, been described before. The other 
specimens gave negative results. On 
the fluid containing the three specimens 
just mentioned, dark specks filaments 
shot out, and spread rapidly on the sur- 
face, and in two days the plant bad at^ 
tained its full growth, extending in a 
circular form, some fourteen lines in 
diameter. To the naked eye they ap- 
peared like very finely woven spider 
webs. On the third day, extremely fine 
projections or stems of about a line in 
height, could be perceived with a lens. 
On the next day rounded swellings 
(sporangia ?) were discernable at the ex- 
tremity of most of the stems. Here, 
however, the progress of growth ceased, 
and during the fifth day the spore bear- 
ing ttems drooped down, and on the 
sixth day, the plant sank underneath 
the surface of the water without having 
matured spores. 

Under a 1-5 objective, the mycelium 
was seen to be composed of innumerable 
filaments, growing primarily from a 
common centre, branching off at inter- 
vals, and interlacing with each other. 

They were formed of elongated oells, 
destitute of chlorophyll. The stems also 
were composed of tapering cells. The 
spore cases were of an oval form, pointed 
at the upper extremity, and apparently 
consisting of several layers of cells, in 
which was contained a transparent fluid. 
In no instance did I discover one, Gon« 
taining granules or spores. 

The mean temperature of my office 
during the time at which these experi- 
ments were made, was 69^ in the shade, 
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and I km 'l^d to (believe froin tHbse . in^ 
comp^etit exj^tn^wtSi tbait^tlie ;fr^lUw 
fever ftttikm oaiktfdt obttiplete its grotrth 
atid frfT^trity &i; a temperattore moch less 
than 80^ F. 

For i^eateonsiaei'fbHows: 

T. Because, i^' belongs excloslvely to 
malarial eoiintries. 

II. Because^ i believe its cauae to be 
spores of fnngi floating in the air. 

III. Because, in violent cases termin- 
ating in black vomit, there are instances 
of indubitable remission or intermission 
in the feVer, and in lighter cases tiiese 
symptofiis are freqnent. 

IV . Because, in my treatment of the 
negro population ninety per centum 
presei^ted the remittent or sometimes ihe 
intermittent form. 

V. Because, relapses occur as in all 
malarial fevers. 

VI. Because, in the majority of oases, 
the fever is controllable by the use of 
sulphate of quinine. 

THE OPIUM HABIf . 

Dr. Gould, in ^'Medical and Surgical 
Reporter^* says : 

In considering the niatter of cure of 
the opium habit, let the following points 
be kept constantly in l*emembrance : 

1. No other drug or combination pro- 
duces like effects upon the system, thete- 
fore nothing else can entirely supply its 
place. 

2. Each preparation of opiuifi po^ 
sesses its own peculiar power, which dif- 
fers in a marked degree from the power 
of every other preparation. For exam- 
ple, if an individual is addicted to the 
use of morphia, no other preparation of 
opium, though containing, an equivalent 

uantity of morphia, wi U supply its place* 
t will already occur to the reader that 
opium mvM be used in • the cure of the 
habit ; to contend otherwise is eridence 
of ignorance of the practical phase of tlie 
subject, ' Now, I gfadttally withdmw 
the narcotic, but the quantity withdrawn 
muJ9t be coft)pent3ated> for hi some way. 
Afiler y^rs of eflbtt -add tfiaM havfe 
ffisc(>ver^d that notirticle will 6<vsu|wess^ 
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fuKy aet . ;tlu$-part aft nux.v^pi^sa, ap4 
thflit this nay be so , oowbit|4<i^ as to be 
much more^ effective tbi^¥^;tberdn)£ alone*. 
Xhave not the time to nc^icj^fa}!, the con-: 
ditions of Ihe^ opium eat/er,tapd.the indi- 
cations to be met, but sball ait.onoe in- 
dicate my ^i ode of treatment, which, if. 
associated with sufficient will power on> 
the part of the patient, will be success 
ful in every <tose»' 

I prepare an elixir as £>llows : Dis- 
solve 96 fl ounces nqua d^st. 12 troy 
ouBces of sodium pbos. anfd &12 grs« val. 
ammo., then add to the solution 112 fl 
dr. dilute phos, acid, and 2 fl oz. hydro- 
chloric acid. Now, exhaust^ by perco- 
lation, with stronger aloobpl (8 fl oz.), 
1024 grs. pure powdered 9ux vomica, 
and 160 grs. aromatic powdjer, U. S, P.,, 
driving through the last portions of the 
menstruum with aq. dest. until it com- 
mences to pass cloudy. Mix the peco- 
late with the acid solution of ^od. phos.; 
add to the mixture 16 fl oz. glycerin, 
filter through paper, and if the measure 
is short of one ^aJioo, wash the filter 
with sufficient diatilled water to supply 
the deficiency. 

Though I have been using a similar 
combination for years, for the.abo ve for 
mula I am indebted to Dr. Green, of the 
firm of Chapman, Green & Co., manu- 
facturingchemista. Grand Crossing Illi- 
nois. 

Now, how do I iise it ? Suppoi^a that 
morphia is the preparatioo taken. In 
one pint of the elixir I dissolve the 
amount of the narcotic taken in one 
month, less 26 per cent., and direct my. 
patient to take dr. j. four times a day.. 
If the quantity taken is immense, say 20 
or 30 grs. per diem, or the system is 
badly shattered, with muoh. digestive 
trouble, or intestinal Upathy, I double 
the dose of tike elixir. . 

After the first month I reduce . the 
opiate 20 per cent., monthly, and the 
prtient is liot aware of th& redfiietion un- 
til the. quantity of inorpbia^. is eptmpara- 
tively small) depej^kdipg, of ot^rae, eta* 
the quantify to wMch tte^-Avistein bad 
hem ' habituated. Bnt^ should thejr^ be 
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rebellion, it will likely be slight, requir*- 
ing only will power to subject it. In 
some cases it may be necessary, toward 
the close of the tr^tment, to redoce less 
rapidly, yet I have never reduced less 
than 20 y er cent. The point at which 
the uarcotic is left out, the pure elixir 
only being given, will depend on cirbum- 
stances, such as quantity taken, etc. In 
case of sleeplessness, a full* dose of bro* 
mide of potassium or sodium will usual- 
ly Dioduce Quiet and rest. In some cases, 
perhaps, chloral will be required, but, if 
so, it must be given only when abso* 
lutely necessary. I have never been 
compelled to resort to it. 

Another matter I will refer to bsiefly. 
It is necessary that the patient be as ac« 
tively employed as the strength will ad- 
mit ; as idleness and constant thought of 
the habit will retard the cure. Every 
physician will understand this. And 
another thing is necessary. In the be^ 
ginning of the treatment the victim must 
be determined to succeed, as each suc- 
cessive effort at redemption will meet 
with a weakened will power. 

I have not the time to specify all the 
details of treatment, but they will natu- 
rally be su^esled to the intelligent 
physician, it must be remembered, 
however, that opium is a powerful agent 
in producing hallucinations, and much 
of the difficulty (if not actual pain) ex- 
perienced can be dissipated by the exer- 
cise of a strong will. 

In conclusion, I will say to the many 

i physicians who have deluged me with 
etters, that sickness has prevented me 
from concludiug these articles sooner, 
and also accounts for the rapid disposal 
of the subject. If, however, the direc- 
tions I have given are faithfully follow- 
ed, the most confirmed opium eater can 
be redeemed, and be redeemed with 



ease. 



CHRONIC INTERHIITENTS. 

In the therapeutics of intermittent 
fever it is not enough, when a patient 
presents himself, to diagnose the disease 
and prescribe for the name on a routine 



plan. The history, tenlperamen,t, habits 
ami collftteral 'derangeaienta must be 
carefully scrutibi^', and the remedies 
as well as the doaea precisely adapted to 
them. It is also necessary to erase as 
much as possible from the mind the 
dominant notion of a malaria in the sys- 
tem, and instead, to fix the attention 
searehinfffy upon all th^ organs whose 
functions are most seriously implicated. 
To correct these, afler the paroxysms are 
for the time arrested, is the sine qua non 
of ultimate success. This, as a rule can- 
not be accomplished by continuedly ao« 
tive or disturbing medication, but only 
by that which will hold the organs most 
at fault up to the standard of healthy 
action, and no more; neither causing: 
them to sink below their normal activity 
nor to rise much above it. Accomplish 
this successfully — guarding the tendency 
to periodicity oy quinine at proper inter- 
vals, and the health will soon be toned 
above the ague point and the tendency 
to relapse permanently obliterated. 

In carrying out these principles of 
treatment, the exact course adapted for 
all cannot, of course, be laid down, as 
this is a matter of individuality, scarcely 
any two persons exhibiting the same 
phases and modifications of derange- 
ment. 

But suppose a person suffering by a 
chronic intermittent, shows something 
like the following symptoms: The dis- 
ease hfls not been on him longer than at 
frequent intervals for four or six months; 
the nourishment and strength of the body 
are &ir, conssdering the antecedents, but 
there is a sallow or dusky hue of the 
skin ; the eye is heavy and listlessi the 
tongue heavily coated, the lips moder- 
ately an»miCf the appetite capricious, the 
bowels irregular, with vertigo or oepha* 
lalgia more or less constantly, the renal 
secretion is now highly concentrated and 
tinted with bile, then dear and abun- 
dant, with aching in almost every hone 
of the body which is now better, now 
worse; and withal, severe paroxysms of 
ohills and fever on alternate days. The 
prompt arrest of these paroxysms is inp- 
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dispensible^ as it is these which cause 



aggravate and perpetuate the org|ini<i de« day until' the appearance oif 'tl^ tongue 



rangement, especial Ijr of the ohyloDoietio 
visdera, nirtii iheik* nmctionsaiB always, 
even during intermieston, Very imper^ 
fectly perforined ; t^Bs depraving the as- 
similative fanetiotts and the or^uieatiod 
of the bleod. It is this and nothing 
more, which is at the root of the so-oalled 
malarious caoheirfa, and in proportion as 
bad management, DQt imbibation of ma- 
laria, is prolonged, does the certainty as 
to the appearance and degree of the 
cachexia^ ceteris paribuSymtinlj depends. 
I therefore, make it a rule never to al- 
low a person to have a paroxysm ajfter 
being seen, if I can help it, although in 
most instances the action of quinine is 
not only less certain but fiir more un- 
pleasant in its eflects if given without 
preparatory treatment. In most instan- 
cy this only consists in the administra- 
tion of an efficient cathartic of podophyl- 
lin and mercury. When there is a diar- 
rhoeal tendency leptandrin acts with the 
mercurial to better advantage than the 
podophyllin. After the viscera are re- 
lieved of their loaded, vicious secret*ons, 
the quinine should be administered, and 
as a rule one-third less is required to 
stop the paroxysms than if that had not 
been done. Ten or twelve grains are 
sufficient in one case, and from fifteen to 
twenty in the other. After the regular 
paroxysm is arrested no more quinine 
need be given until the seventh, four- 
teenth and twenty-first days, unless a 
gross indiscretion of the patient should 
cause it to return sooner. On these days, 
the same amount is to be taken as in the 
first instance — say three grains before 
each meal, and at bed time until the 
requisite amount is taken. 
The treatment of the intermission is high- 
ly important, it is in iact/the grand re- 
quisite of success. If the tongue, after 
the catharsis, remains coated — with slug- 
gish peristalsis and icterode hue of the 
conjunctiva or skin, I order the follow- 
ing: 

B.— Protoid. »«r ..; gfii.U. 

Po4opH7Uiil , grt.L 

NU.poft..... fn.?l M. 

Hake foar powdeni. 



to be given one at bed-time of each 



and skin are normal. 'T\k9>fBUow»itor • 
administering' the niedicine :ttt ithott ( time 
is thisi the night hours allbw'thfr reme** 
dies to act therapeutically in > an undis- 
turbed manner by ettker* food or drink. ' 
As soon as the tongue ik clean and the 
tendency to hyperoemia and hypertrophy : 
of the liver, and the tumid abdomen is 
made to disappear, th^ powders are to be . 
stopped, and resutned if the symptoms 
reappear. ' '• 

At the same time or at least as soon as 
the most extreme chylopoetic derange* 
ment is corrected in order to hold these 
organs up to the standard of heahhy ac- 
tion — not to correct any apparent de- 
rangement — the following should be ad- 
ministered : 

ox. ij. 



R. — Fl. «z. euo&yiiius 
Fl. «x. itntx. 
Fl. ex. xAothoxjU. 



aa 01, i. M. 



And order a teaspoonful befi^re each meal 
except in the days when the quinine is 
to be taken. 

When the tendency to revert to 
marked hepatic torpor is very great, ten 
or fifteen drops of the fluid ext. stiliin- 
gia should be added to each dose— or if 
the spleen is enlarged a few grains of 
iodide of potash to each dose of the solu- 
tion will do excellent service. If the 
patient is in anywise ansemic, the liquid 
oxy-nitrate of iron should be adminis- 
tered. It forms an excellent solvent and 
vehicle for the quinine, tones the appe-. 
tite, facilitates the hematosis, and acts 
favorably upon the functions of the 
liver. 

The precautions to be observed by the 
patient are important. The diet must 
be simple and plain-^no pastry, warm 
bread, rich puddinss, or any highly sea- 
soned complex dishes. No wine, beer 
or liquor to be allowed. The clothing 
should be adequate, . especially for night 
protection, or after sudden meteoilogi- 
cal changes. For these purposes flannel 
undsrdothing should be enjoined in all 
cases in all seasons. The exercise should . 
be mild — never being carried to the ppiot 
of exhaustion until oonvalesoence ends. 
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In a few mords, timi vita), atrciiigtiti Me4r! 
ed fon reeopera^bn .^facraid noCh^iifej^ 
mcxhanilia^ toiL> If it; Jf^itea. to qii& 
the mosiifikrllflilly.. diroekfd treatmiiot 
will prove of bDljr.tempoisajry advantage;. 
Ordinarily ^! the treatiaentt and tb^ald obr 
aevvanocs .fibauldibe.siriotly.praotioed for 
at lefut a tipckfith^. after whioK a gradual 
oessatien Ani^ aretnrn to ordii^aJryhabita 
may be allowiedi ., It.is,oertainly far betr 
teraoonoiay todctbis &r a itoonththan 



9ued fi>riy.$»ray.and. with ppffeqtly aatis*^ 
iaQtoryq t^Ulta^ { h^yl^ bad ipatieula^ 
wjth. eibprinou9ly; .euhi^g^' i9|^en, en-- 
lai^d Uvefy tupii4 aMonj^n^ dlrty-p^e- 
eoi«^p]iiexioi)-rrw^ had; bee» \x$\tiff qiii- 
nina iand piruaialie of jron f<^r xoooths, in- 
t^japeneea With cftthai*tic j)ill$ evtery now 
a^ditben, ai^d only ;W]tb the mOdt traiQ- 
sitory henetit^ in fa^. tippo thewbole^ 
getting wioi?9tt aijud. wonse^.pirfalUog into* 
vfhfiit iaiteemyed the mhlarioua cachexia — 



to be partially disabled for several and had them :.iii)prove under )tbe plan 
months or even for two or three yeats^ above ^iVen Ali¥K>st uninterruptedly un-> 



as all experienoed observers have fre- 
quently seen. 

To prevent an ititermittent becoming 
chconio-ma teaspoonfnl of the extracts 
above named ^ouldL be. taken before 
breakfast and dinner^ after the paroxysms 



til perfect health ensued. — Dr. Black m 



• 1 



' 1 [1 



RBMOYAI. 0P.CIJ4J01P BONE FOR TALIPES- 
' EQUINO-VARUS. 

Mr, Ricbar^ D^vy has now,. practiced 
have been arrested with quinine ; antici- j excisiQU pf th^ cuboid bone for relief oiT 



pating the tendency to recurrence on the 
7th and 14th days by thp latter means. 
The diet and habits diould also be made^ 
to conform to the rules already given. 
In this way theieis no diflSciilty in avoid- 



taUpesrcquino-varvi^, in s^U^ nine times,, 
and with almost uj;iiformly satisfactory 
results. Before operating on his last^. 
which 1 saw, he remarked to the class^ 
at. the Westminster Hospital^ that while 



ing a return of the paroxysms evfery i hia success in the Qpe|:^t4on h^d been all,. 
week, or for months. I perhaps, he should desire, he would still 

In inditing these directions there has I reserve the pr(?oedure for the severer 
been no thought of simply filling or | cases of the afi^clion. He did his first 
rounding out this article acoordiDg to a op^rsition on the living subject in 1874. 
routine formula, but every sentence iei His mind was, perhaps, as much direct- 
meant to convey indispensible require* ed to the procedure as a p.oasible means 
ments, not to be simply accepted as ! for the cure of this variety of talipes by 
sound or sensible directions, but such a case which occurred in the practice of 



that must be put in the strictest practi- 
cal operation for entire success. 

The period of treatment, of course, 
depends upon individual peculiarities, 
upon the facility with which the rever- 
sion to health occurs, upon the extent 
and prdfundity of the organic derange- 
ment, and upQn the length of time, which 
the disease has existed either through 
mismaoageibenf or the obstinacy of the 
patient, and upon' the iact whether the 
person is acclimated ornofi. One of the 
lymphatic temperament heeds treatment 
longer than one of the 8aiguine*-^while 
those of the bilious lyinphatie Icmger 
than either. • 

Su<^h in the ontlineof treatment ibr 



his colleague, Mr. Barnard Holt, where,, 
in a twelvemonth after the cuboid bgne- 
had been removed for caries unattended 
with club-ibpt, a talipes valgus, the an- 
tagonistic variety to varus, occurred- 
The loss of the bone in nowise interferes 
with lowmoti-pn. The injury inflicted 
oH the outer wall pf the foot heals kind- 
ly, whil;e the ^uJl;^qQent treatment of the 
case by instrun^ents is simplified and fa- 
cilitated in every way. . . 

Mr. Davy, fii'st saw this patient in 
1 874. He was then fourtemi . years old^ 
and \i94 be^n 4lmopt, uqint^yr,uptediy.in 
the hands of orthopedic surgeons. After 
havingia plaater-cast takenaf the foot,, 
Mr. D, excised the cuboid boiWf iii Jan* 



«hionic intermitteotB that I have pur^j uaiy, 1^75. The benefit whl6}i ensued 
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-was very great, and ihe contrast between 
'the shfpe.bf :^ ^faotf.«d .fihowii' i^ tike 
ciEust b«re:aQ<l i^v the operat&ni/rwBS 
inost airUcihg ; jtfty.ikeimeiiibcr was> iibt 



»«kac1i7^«l] •tliati''^ald'be:'demied^ 'aikd lA<oi»nt,at idaee^ «;id^ witboot di^cullyy 



Mr. IX thcugbi it might be 'ipuoh' hn 
proved bjr theireitioval o£ a wedgeibscn 
f be ttttsal remnaiit, iso as to make the pa- 
iieut absoI'nteLj ra .plaqdgrade^ ahid to 
liaiiisfay in ibttire, aU nirgic&l treatment 
and iostramentetion. Mr. Davy nar- 
'liated, in a ievr \cordfi| His eiperimenfts 
<m the> leitiova} of the ctiboiid. 'bone In 
1873-^haw ke had praeti<ialiy demon- 
atrtted that ii^n accurate ezoiBion 6{ a 
tarsal w^edge was required f6r a complete 
-onre, aqd while admitting diat proleaged 
inatromentaition^outtiiig tendons^ manip- 
ulatiod, etc., would correct distoHion 
temporarily, yet, so surely as a urethral 
iStrictare>]f?oarsv so also would the de- 
formity until the bone assumed p^rnm- 
nent misshape. Hence^' hie thought it 
the duty of the/surgeon to strike at the 
root, of the matter by rectifying bony 
distortlqn, and by osseous uilicm prevent- 
ing its weurrenoet The leoturer. added; 
that he raueh preferred <iine large operiEt- 
tion to a host oi sisaUop ones, and he 
was able to isay now, after his ninthrcase, 
that the resuks of attaeking the ^rsal 



sutures. No dressing was applied fur- 
tfaekr thab:sm»iBteriiaI foeC-^aoA-^leg t^Uot, 
secoUed hy a gmn atid ' chalk, rbandage. 
QfU^ Miperatian eonlfdeted*^^tbo feot wks 



into its piropei^ lihe, *- ari^, wftUwt so^e 
oot^wEo) nsalti the lad will tsocin walk 
out tcnf ;the!hospitk^ a jdaiiKgrade. — £jr. 
YoKdeUmiFf-aditiimer. { :>' < 



• :•»?: / 






. We make this follqwiftig Extracts from 
a ptaf]fer noaid.by Dr» Bartlett before the 
Sttffalo Medical Asidciation : 

. The means I. have fouttd singly aad 
•oombined to b^ an effectual reo^y for 
epistaxis is pressute' External 6r intei*nflL 
The experience of' moile ithm - twenty 
yehis has c<Mivihced pie thai; theordi- 
oftry forms b£. stjrptie treatment^ — or 
packing »! ordirtarily ipralsticied are 
wholly unireliable in cases at all severe, 
or appearing id the oourse of disease. 
' In Juue 1863, 1 had chat^of a case 
6f typhoid' &veF occurring in- a phthisi- 
cal ypuDg gentleknau residing on Seueca 
strnet^ near Miobi^n. The disease was 



protracted and thje patient bocelme ex- 

ceediifgly feeble irom diarrh^ and lo^ 

of digestive po«eer. £arly one morning, 

iiroh (osseous), for the cure of cliib-foot, 1 1 was ealled to find him bleeding from 



^vreresuffici^tly gratifying to insure their Uhe nose to a most alarming extent. I 
irepeiitien^ i haed styptScs, phigged the anterior nares, 

The paiaent b^og .chlorofom^, and i and with the assistance of an eminent 
Esmairch's bandage applied, the foot to | physician, now <le6eiised, ttgbtly closed 
be operated on was put in a stationary ^ the posterior nares-^all those proceed- 



iron viee, the iniside of the jaws of whioh 
were covered with cork, so as to insure 
against injury of the structure. He then 



ings foiled to do more tbail check, — 
they did nbt slop the heiiaorrhage. In 
certain positions the loss, drop by drop, 



•cut directly down on the outer aspect of I passed outward,- in others iowarid. Gen- 
the foot to t^e cuboid, dividing the in- 1 oral treatment: had no perceptible effect, 
durated.skin and bursa^ A second in- 'and afler 36 hours peroeverance.! found 
cision, extending toward the dorsum of my patient rapidly faiiiog. In this 
the foot, gave a T-shaped cut. Two dilemma I remoV:ed all the pdohing from 



stout wires were now inserted, ooe into 
each flap, and used as retractors. The 
upper and outer surfaces of the cuboid 
were then completely exposed, and, with 
a chisel with a very thin blade, the nec- 
-essary wedge was carefully cut from the 
bone. The wound was closed by several 



the nares, when the slow drop, drop, 
passed outward. At last by pressure 
applied to the angular branch of the 
external carotid, I had the satisfaction 
of finding the hemorrhage fully control- 
led . This I accompi iobed by sipplication 
of the thumb and' finger at the lower 
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bbnier ofihe OseaNxBi exterAally. Tem- 
porary ^reiiicHral i ef pvasurft was fiiUowed 
by hemonrba^^ ioA : te seoiire qooiihu- 
ottB ptfessare^' I shaped* 'ibejaWB ol a 
spring «l6tbes, pin: to fit: tfae^Di^^.seincnr- 
ing^ w portion of die wire epriilg. ta lessen 
pressure. This simple toiimiqaet re- 
mained in place and the paUenI recov- 
ered. Satisfiedy by this experience, of 
the doubtful Utility of packing in the 
usual ^m^y^lMt quite safe until a ''case 
of nasal hemorrhage occurred in a patient 
about 14 years old, residing on Scott 
i^treet, near Washington. The lad had 
suffered preriously, and bis mother did 
not &e\ alarmed tmtil he fsmted from 
loss of blood. Before my arrival he 
slightly Tallied only to sink exhausted 
by fresh bleeding. He was pulseless, 
sightless, breathless, anid to all appear- 
ance dead, I forced some whiskey down 
hie throat and practiced artificial respi- 
ration. As he gasped, I passed a sponge 
tent, intended for other use, into the 
right nostril from which I supposed the 
blood ' had flowed. It' soon expanded 
and filled the nostril posteriorly and an- 
teriorly, completely controlling the 
hemorrhage.' 1 left the tent in position 
forty-eight ■ hours ; on removal, there. 
was no loss of blood, and I had the 
pleasure of being assured years after- 
wards that the treatment had been radi- 
cally 9u<»oessful. Since that date, August 
1863, I have used the sponge tent in all 
alarming cases of hemorrnage of the 
nose. My eases number 27, comprising 
those Occurring in Typhoid, Diptheria, 
Scarlatina, tronmatio injuries and causes 
not capable of tabulation. I think I 
may fairly claim originality in this pro- 
ceeding. 

Post partum hemorrhage, though 
' occatrionally accidental, is usually avoid- 
able. Position, and more particularly, 
deference to nature's mode of placental 
expulsion would largely diminish the 
dangers encountered. . The reprehensi- 
ble practieebf delivering the Placenta 
by traction upon the cord cannot be too 
severely condemned. I have for years 
practiced what is now known as Crede's 



•laetiiod, and-iiilw^yB briiftg'ihe placenta 
into ithe vaginal by «xtelnaal manipula- 
tion:; 1a»etioD«up6ti.the oord is then use- 
fiil 'aoid justifiable. . The r nde Beparati<m 
of the placenta from, the oiicontraot^ 
uterini§ wall is one of the* moet frequent 
causes of undue and dangerous flooding. 
The nte of sponge .tents* for epistaxis,. 
dating babk noJess than eighteen years 
is . original with myself so fav as I can 
learn. Two English physicians in '74, 
I think,. allude to their use ; but no work, 
unless it be very recent, makes any 
allusion to them for this purpose. I can 
recommend them as truly specific in snch 
cases. Their size should vary as also 
their length. Th^ should always pass 
well to the posterior nares, and be left 
from forty-eight to seventy-two hours in 
position ; contrary to supposition the 
withdrawal is quite painless. The error,, 
if any, will be in using tents of too 
great diameter. I have never used one 
of more than three lines average diame- 
ter ; for children two lines is am^de. Their 
length should be two and one-half to three 
inches for an adult, and two inches for 
.a child from six to ten yearsw The tent 
should be slightly eorved and passed 
weU hack . by the middle meatus of the 
nostril from which the blood is suppoaed 
to flow. No part of the tent should 
project anteriorly from the nostril, and 
the usual traction loop should be short- 
ened so as to be out of way. . This will 
lessen danger of interference by the 
patient. The removal should be accom- 
plished by rotation and traction. I have 
noticed displaoement of the Vomer or 
injury to the turbinated bones ; a slight 
loss of blood is to be expected, but it 
soon ceases.^ — -Sm/1 Med, Jour. 

■i>'i'^ ■ ■ 

PlLATATIO^f OF TUE URETHRA BV THE 

URINE ITSELF. 

Towards the end of the last century 
Brunningha^sen recommended this 
method of dilatation, which he claimed 
to be more easy and simple than that by 
bougies. To practice it the patient must 
simply compress lightly the urethra 
behind the glans with his fingers when^ 
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ever he wigbesi to 'iiribkter The .pres-- 
snte mtist hi such ' tt^at the 'nfioe oin 
on]y esksBfe- slowlj • ancl after hdviBg 
remained eotnetime in -th& cailal ; im a 
nece^sarv r^iult^ the* califeil wilt »be more 
6r< lesa dilated thorough its entire length, 
in the constricted- as well as in the* 
healthy pol*tion. If tUis be repeated 
every time the Urine is voided; the same 
eflbcts will gradually be produced as if 



inoompletcty: emptied, a$ at result of 
wbieh, freqUeBt oesire to urinate is «oon 
ei^perienced/r-Zjron MtiHaaii 



' I ' ; »' I 



^^ 



ELECTRIC LIGHT. 

A writer thus describes the advanta- 
ge of ' tllft Vtecteic M^i/.now used: in 
faris: .:i '5 ' i 



time the inconvenienoes of the latter 



^'EveryosigtiioQipasging omnibus or 

OD the bdildiog^ ev^ry detiul io the 

bougies had been used/ while at the same architecture of the houses/ every> feature 



of the place stands out in startling colors. 



were avoided. M. Betenger^Ferand has i The flowers aire xeai> ftnd the tre^ of 



eknploVed this method in his practice^ 
and the following are the cdndlusions 
he has arrived at with regard to it : ' 

1. Dilatation of the urethra by the 
urine, repeated at each urination for a 
long time after a prolonged attack of 
gonorrohoea, seems to prevent the for- 
mation of strictures. 

2. In oases of moderate strictures it 
seems to have restored the normal cal- 
ibre of the canal, or at least to have res- 
tored the calibre siuiliciently to render 
micturition easy. 

3. After the operation of urethro- 
tomy it will perhaps prove useful to 
prevent, or at least to retard notably, the 
return of the constriction. 

4. In case oF varicose dilatations at 
the neck of the bladder, or in ihe mem- 
branous portion of the urethra, it ap- 
pears calculated to be serviceaA>]e. 



lively green ; every dress Bxid hat stands 
out clear and sharp in \i» true colors as 
by daylight. The ipainted bewty of the 
boulevards dare n^t leave .the gloom of 
the pale yellow gas. The electric light 
is as cruel as the sun, and her shame 
would be livid in the brightness. Fresh 
English girls, with roses and cherries 
won in healthful walks, stand in glad 
surprise under the strange white lamps, 
for it is sunlight, aod their charms can 
survive the actinic test with honor. 
People sit in the restaurants and read 
their papers. It is like daylight, and it 
is not necessary to go to the lamp to see 
the print 

In a sanitary aspect it is also greatly 
to be preferred to gas or other lights, 

^'Every cubic f<>ot of illuminating ga& 
burnt consumes from two to two and 
one-half cubic feet of oxvgen» and pro« 



5. It seems to prove useful also in the /duces two cubic feet- o^ carbonic acid 



oases of partial or total hypertrophy of 
the prostate in old men. In such 
patients the first drops o urine, which 
are emitted with so mudi difficulty and 
slowness, will serve effectually to fill 
the canal if the meatus be kept closed. 
When the ordinarv calibre of the canal 
is once re-established in this way, the 
remaining contents of the bladder can 
be evacuated easily. The method has 
this great advantage, that it does away 
with the difficulty of emission after the 
first drops have escaped from the blad- 
der ; when it is not employed, the diffi- 
culty of emission persists during the 
entire act ; the micturition, moreover, 
becomes intermittent, and the bladder is 



hourly. An ordinary burner consumes 
about forty-&ve cubic feet of oxygen, or 
as much as three full-gro!wn men every 
hour. And besides the consumption of 
oxygen and substitution of carbonic acid 
in its place^ owing to common impuri- 
ties, illuminating gas not unfrequently 
gives off sulphurous acid, and sometimes 
the dtill more deadly poison, carbonic 
oxide. These impurities, added to the 
heat and moisture compaon to the exces- 
sive use of gas in churches, opera- 
houses, theatres, and other larae assem- 
bly buildings and halls, and various 
working establishments, explain the 
terribly oppressive stuffiness commonly 
experienced in such places, and accounts 
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for varioini ill effects well kno^K^ to all 
obser^^frg' physidBiifl. Other m^iisof 
lighting k%b^r^ W^^ fsk eqaivElent 
amounts of lighty/ttre equally delete- 



nous. 



A£L OF TfiS lIBtBIG SraMlC BMniRBD IN 

MEDICINE. 
. Frogn Ui«ti#ii«ii A 0ini^ 

To i^tte preseriptioiis in Metric terms 
it is neoeesapy • to leam the following, 

1 Oraoj i^ equal to 16 grains, (^) 

1 Cubic-^ntimet^ is equal to 1 6 min- 
ims, (J ft. dr.) 

1 Grain Ss equal to 0.066 (^) gram. 

1 Fluid drachm is equal to 4 Cubic- 
ceatilsieters; 

Hence— 

1 . To coavert troy grains into grams, 
or minims into cubio^^ntimeters : 

a. DivJde by 10, and from the quo- 
tient subtract one^tfaird; or, b. 
• divide by* M; and 

2. To oonVert apothecaries^ drachm 
into gramd, or fluid' drai^bms into cubic- 
centimeters: 

Multiply by 4. 

The "Gram'' and '^Cubic-centimeter,'' 
only, should be used — (abbreviated 
"Gm." and '^C.C") ^ 

The centigram will be used only in 
books and in speaking. 

All other terms, and unites, and pre- 
fixes, used in the- Metric system' may be 
whoHy ignored. 

The Grain dnd Cubic-centimeter when 
referring to liquids knay be considered as 
equal quantities, except the liquids be 
very heavy or rery light. 

The average '*drop*^ (wat^r) may be 
considered equal to 0.06 C.C., or 0,05 
Gm. 

An average teaspoon holds 6 C.C., 
and an average tiablespoon 20 C.C. 

Example of a Metric prescription : 



7heU. S. Mfifine Hospital Sorvice 
has'offieia}!^ ado{iled fthe MfetricAyatem, 
and many ' medical societies and journals 
advoeatBi:its general reioog&ttidn^ ' 

iW'ashingtoBy D. C. 



f . » « * 



■ M 



vR.-r^^HydMrg, ebloricU ooiroa 

Potoflsii iocUdi. 10 

Aquae * 100 



2^ Om, 
00 Otn. 

00 d.a 



Tinoi. ohinoh. comp lOOjOO C (7. 



M. 



The use of a decimal line prevents 
possible errors. 



TBSATMBNT OF a4|ipUOI$. 

Dr* Bidder (CbLf. CUK) reeosninends 
the imeetSmi of carbolib acid An dldi- 
nary hypodeifmio ^ringe^ having a shai'p 
needle witii a cuttihg edge near the fkovat, 
is filled wh^ a trvb oi'tbriepier'ceat. so- 
lution of oarboUe BfM. A. ibid of ifae 
skin being pinched up; the needle ^£ xhe 
syringe iB-tnrust under it until the point 
reaches the capsule of the gadgltoni A 
little slit is made thnvugh this with the 
sharp^ged point of th» needle, and 
then,'th6 latter being slightly withdrawn, 
the contents of the ganglion are ex- 

?re88ed into the > surrounding ^ tissues, 
'he point, of the needk is then once 
more inserted into the now eospf ied gto- 
glion, and a few drops of the* carbolic 
acid solution are injected, and a simple 
water dressing' is afterwards applied. — 
Qmada Med. Record. 



«♦*♦ 



TURPENTINE AS AN K^LTERIfAli APPUGA- 
TION IN SSCALL POX. 

Dr. Farr, of. Lambeth, ascribes great 
value .to turpentine ais an external appli- 
cation itk small poii. He claims ^at it 
at onoe relieves any smarting ot irrita- 
tion, effectually oorroets the unpleasant 
odor given eff in the more confluent 
form of the dis^asis, and seems in a 
marked decree to arrest pnstulation, 
thereby modifying and sometimes entire- 
ly preventing piflling4 In consequence 
of its powerful antiseptic and dbiefect- 
Bixt properties, tit tends, moreover, to 
prevent the spread of the infection. Mr. 
Farr uses it! in the pro{^rtioa of one 
part of rectified spirits of turpentine to 
three or four oi* olive oil^ and' applies it 
night and ^ior^ing by mpans of a 
feather.— ^2%6 Lancet, May 11th. 



mwm^^m'mw'p:^''' 
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<HMI.U»)F,.MOIWHCriS. . . ^i»H^g jwt ,wnft)^ujn]^y ipfiqj: ,^a^^ after 
ES: Med. Beeord— ^,aq(fA. ot .iibf^,Axfff^,, Xv^mmf?i»» 

Pbab SiB-In a card wHfc!i' I fciid W. Mye.V)c|il Wf#f»fl»RtW)J) V?f q%r pr- 
the honor to have appear iria number «^«i^«?r %.»ns^R1»;^ WP, ^iV?^, 'CVT^ 
of ydur exbetlent 'fcoal, fot 1878, 1 f igbt ▼« ,W, W/^M WJ, 
asked for tKe o^inldn of a oomptiteiit Aft»t>M»wthe.calp,,T^eK.j%flccom- 
Southern Phjl^teian «8 to ^th^ogy>«nd 
tteatmebt of M-called typhoid ttDenmo- 
hia— the capiljaiy bnillehitiaiof iFliMfs 
Practfcie. rtf the few reamrks Vou ihad 
tUekindn^i^ to appehd I noticed that 
you liffdde tt^ of the itttertogation-point 
followiDg the tHIe ^^Capillary^fi^p^clji- 
tis," iutimating^as'I^iiDderstood it, your 
doubts as i6 idefttitybf the two diseases— r 
Typhoid Pneumonia and fcapiHiry Bron- 
chitis. I now have the pleasure of re- 
ferring ytiti to an avtioie by Di.IFoiidi in 
volume 34, No;';2, for Eet. ^78^ St. 
Louis Med.'J&umalf entitled ^'CroMpous 
Pneumonj^^' «nd, also, an: article by 
Dr. Tyndtflb, of New^'York,vokwae M, 
No. 3, etitMled ^^Ca<ArrbaI Poeianooia^'' 
in a serfl^s of papers on Phtbisia PiU- 
monis. * I think tbose gqatlem^n fully, 
isustain me. 

Very truly. 

Si H. Akderson. 



We make no special issue wit(i our 
firiend on the nice pathological i point 
referred to in the above note. We un- 
derstand Bronchitis to be an inflamation 



Jfhe foUa:w?pg valuabb.i.forisa^i^'have 
,Ui^p ooAtiibMtM V J- Kmwc iitorrj^t/i M. 
0.^.T7Ji,o hM ^^^ ,Aem.,w;^^ .great ^p- 
q^ iq h^ pmQJ49^ : . •, ,,. 

No, 1 w— ROJt : liKTE^M{(TT£)7T ? . ffK VSE 

WITH CO^^OEafBION: jQ|]R lJ?fMfi^.. 
R,-r.I4<|a}4 l^top^ptiae. .^^^ .^, ,^, . . .« d^me. 

Fl. ex. oinohoaa oopap ,...,,, 1 draohm. 

FL ex. Uimxaoam , ^ .,...'..,. , 

. , T^t. lingiber .aa. 8 dxaohms. 

Hydroohlorio aeld,' dilated . . . . ! ^'. .1 (^raohin. 

Sptfl. laTend^ pomtf ../....../.. .^ d^aohms. 

. Sulphate qainine . . . ^ . ^.^. 40 grains. 

•M. Dose — one tea^pqoxxful §^jBiy two 
ox thr^ (houra. . ., ., .. .. .q ' ;/ 
' Sig,— Qwiftine 4i;iij?;ture pr pmi;< mix- 

. JJqnaTifcs.T-Tihw.. mi^^ture should be 
taken every t^c^, 119^^3 U^ t"he c^^e of a 
auotidian at;t^^,,ps: eoqii af);j5r tbe.ai;i^M- 
denc^ of tne p/iro3fj«i^s;aa. )he i^tomach 
will ftco^pt 'it, or »wep dariijig tbcj sweat- 
ing st^q, if the atiomapi h not espepisily 
irrjt{^blf9> and sb^qld bq ibpntinued ui^til 



of the lining membflm/^ pf thf broqcbial I the hour pf an,ticipajted p^roxy^ms . at 
tubes, and Typ^d Fev^r to be a spe- the sao^e rate, except, durij^g the njght, 
cific, conti^giojap, $eif-*Umited disease, from 10 p. i;n. to 4 a. 'm., as ,a general 
When the bronchial tubes merge into rule. Six to eigbl do^es to be taken 



capillary strnctnre, they constitute :wjith 
the connective tisaue^ substance .of the 
lung itself; and thetermpaeumonias^ould 
•be applied to its inflamed condition. 
The position of Dr. A. seems to in^ply 
that oapUi(py b^'onchitia constitutes the 
disease called Typhoid Pneumonia ; 
whereas we regard the inflamation in 
these cases as usually secondary, devel- 



during the first interval^ and ' if the at- 
tack does not recur, then continue the 
mixture daily for pne week, at a rate di- 
minished by one hour, each day. 

•No. 2. — FOR IXTERMITTJMfT . FEVER 
WITa IBBITAHUE fiTOMACH* 

E.^Uqal4 laoieptpliae .^'draahins. 

Fl.ex. CfiMhpiif opmp X drachm- 

Tinct. slogiber .3 drJ^hi^is. 
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Spts. lavender eomp 6 drMhms. 

Arommtio sulphuric add .1 dnobm. 

Em. mMith. pip* or-gault^i^^^ gtla^ .... . ^ . 10. 
SnlphaU qdlk ne .......... I .\ . . . Wgr^t. 

M. Dose — one teaspoonful with wa- 
tef ad libitum everjr two or three hours, 
as In Fdrm^laNo;!, and' tn i^foVdanee 
with * the type of the. attack. ^ Begin' at 
the' rate indicat^d-^zlt is, i^ « tertiati;'' 
every three' hotifs/and' then after Brtt 
intef^al, if the pafoxjfism doi^s rioi-'f^ 
cur^ contikub tnixtti!^ at a dItnihiVh(^ 
rate each Succeeding day,' ias indicad^ In 
remarks appended to Formula No. 1, to 
wit, by increasing the period of time be- 
ti«reen each dose! pf medicine an hour 
eveiy day until a iveek has passed, when 
the frequency of dose will he reduced to 
three times a day, at which rate it should 
be continued until complete restoration 
of appetite and strength. 

No. 3. — FOR MALARIAL DYSPEPSIA. 

R.— Liquid lactopepliue dr. fl. tL 

FI. ex. oinohoua oomp 

Bi^ot. nux Tomioa aa. dr. xl 

Spta. layeader eomp , oi. 88. 

Hydrochlorio add, diluted , . . dr. b8. 

Syr. aromaiib rhubarb oz. es. 

Sulphate qainhie dr. B8. 

M. Dose — one teaspoonful with wa- 
ter ad libitum at meab, before or after, 
and at bed time if required ; also, use in 
addition, after the meals, full doses of 
pulverized Jactopeptlne with spirits lav- 
ender eomp. and lime water, in case the 
patient should sufier from positive signs 
of indigestion, although the dose of 
Formula No. 3 has already been taken 
at the meal tiipe, either immediately be- 
fore or after eating, in accordance with 
the rule or foregoihg instruction. 

No. 4. — FOR CHRONIC diarrh<i;a. 

B — l4quid laotopeptine 6 draohme. 

Liq. opii eomp. (Squibbs) 8 draohms. 

Nitric aoid, dilnt., or aqua regia, dilut.. .dr. 1 

Syr. aromatic rhubarb 2 drachme. 

PuW. nit. bismuth dr. 88. 

Aqua oamph oi. 88. 

M. Dose— one teaspoonful with wa- 
ter after each flux from bowels, and, as 
a rule, at bed time, even if the diarrhoea 
is apparently checked at that hour, and 



this rule should be persisted in for two 
or three days, or until the diarrhoeal 
te^^^y^haa been ^nticely, subdued. 

CITRATE OP IRON, QUINIA, AND STRYCHNIA. 
Citrate of iron and quinia (eolnble) . . . 2&6 grains, 
ntrate of irott' 'and tkyrjthdkm- (1 par 

cent) .^... ,.••.... 4 . . .189 giaiai. 

W|kt«i|, wmA -..,....., 1, fl# o». 

Simple elixir..'. "... 15 fl. o*. 

. Dissolve and mix. Citrate of iron 
.and strychnia, of the U. S. Ph. of 1870,. 
ooniaiiis only 1 per cent of strychnia,. 
wWle that of the U. 8. Ph. of X860con. 
taiaied 8 pec cept. One teaspoonful of 
the above elixir opntaios 2 grains of 
citrate of iroa apd quinia and 1 grain of 
citrate of iron and strychnia ; or about 

I'^tr gi^iQ of atryobnia citrate. 

» ♦ 

BUXIR OF CALI8ATA. 

Fluid exiraet of cdnohona. , * . . • . 3 fl. ob. 

Simple elixir ....18fl. oi. 

In this coadition^ this elixir should 
not be urixed with preparations of iron, 
as it would become dark-colored. To 
fecilitate its filtration, it nM>y advanta- 
geou^y be made by mixing the fluid 
extract with all the ingredients for the 
simple elixir, exoept the syrup, filtering 
tiirough paper, and tben adding the 
syrup. 

GOULD'S PIARRHOEA MIXTURE. 

R.— TInct. rhei com 1 ounce. 

Tlnct. optt '. J ounce. 

Tinct. camphone 2 draehaa. 

Aqu8B ammoni» '. . . 1 draelun. 

01. meih. ptp.. J draokm. 

Dose for an adult — one teaspoonful in 
hot sweetened water, repeated as often as 
necessary, until rrfief follows. 

AILANTHU8 0LANDUL08A IN DYSENTERY. 

Dr. Cobert, medical chief of the Brit- 
ish Navy in China, extols the bark of 
the root of this tree as superior to ipe- 
cacuanha, or any other drug, in the 
treatment of dysentery. It is intensely 
bitter, like quinia, and produces vomit- 
ing when freely used. Dr. Cobert found 
the dried bark of the root as good as the 
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recent. The Chinese physicians who em- 
ploy it give a cup of the strong infusion 
twice a day. The tree ^irB~^^imi|riaa|^ 
ly in all parts of the United States, hav- 



ELIXIR OF VALERIANATE OF AMMONIUM. 

Ammoniiim Talerianate 256 grains* 

0ipf^ «^«irv « 16 fl. oz. 

Dissolve and mix. Each teaspoonful 



ing been introduced for the purpofie^off -(J^^tains 2 grains of the salt. 

shade^ It is a yerv mnid grpwpi^, j^d 

propfigAtes iteelf abooaantly by s&q^ibs 

fron);;t)^e. rooty b^ng almioet ^ miWnpe 

ia tbift respect, "fhe tree is quite lOpJixi* 

mou iB California, and is known, as the 

ailanth^Si Qr pride of China. Some 

fiirther account of its remedial applica* 

tion may be found in, the New JRmediea, 



SULPHATE OF MANGANESE. 

Sulphate of aianganese is reeoininend- 
ed $» a substitute for calomel. It tastes 
somewhat like epsom salts, and is giv,^n 
in doses of ten to twenty grains dissolved 
in water, adding a little citrate of mag- 
nesia to cause efiervescence* It produces 
dark, bilious dejections. Dr. Goolden, 



It is custMifi(ry''ta 9i^l(>rUhis elixir; 
iDT this^rpoae la suffioientilqiiantity of 
tincture of i each iaeal may be.' used;- a 
mor^ > prdferable -ooloriDg iihfl^te^, how- 
ever^ !» furmsbed ibly tbe.berd^ of Foe- 
dnium M^HiUiiBfUhllh^fxy or wbortle- 
berry, mhmh is higkly recommended for 
thi0 puilpose by doe of our oorreapotid- 
ents. 



■' H >' 
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, ONTOHIA maligna: ' ' 

Tbefree application of the subnitrate 
of bipmutb is recommended as the best 
remedy for OnichiaMalignaitHat troub- 
lesome and painful aSectiofi of the fin- 
ger iiails> known ^s .rwi-rounrf«. It i& 
in the London Ixjmtd, says he has em- pi5operly paronychia, and is one, of the 

Eloyed this medicine in both private and [ forms of whitlow or felon. 
ospital practice for thirty-four years. 
Strange that so little has been said or 
known heretofore ip regard to this drug. 



THE HYPODERMIC USE OF CHLORAL IN 

CHOLERA. 

In a late paper by Surgeon A. K. 
Hall, cases are reported of the success- 
ful use of chloral, bypodermically, in 
cholera cases, even in apparently hope- 
less conditions of collapse. The solu- 
tion used was one part of chloral to ten 
parts of water ; from nine to eighteen 
grains of the chloral were injected, and 
repeated according to the urgency of the 
case. In cholera morbus, we suppose 
the same good results would follow its 
use. 



ELIXIR OF CALISAYA AND BISMUTH. 

Ammonio-oitrate of bismuth 256 grains. 

Fluid extract of cinchona 3 fl. oz. 

Simple elixir 13 fl. oa. 

Dissolve the ammonio-citrate of bismuth 
in the simple elixir, adding^ if necessary, 
a few drops of ammonia to facilitate 
solution ; then add the fluid extract and 
filter. 



ELIXIR OF QUINIA ANDlRONi 

Oftrate of iron and quinia (sohible). . .256 graias. 

Water 1 fl. oi. 

Bhaple^xir 16 fl, oa. 

Dissolve and mix. One teaspoonfnl 
contains 2 grains of citratie of iron and 
quinia. 



COUGH SYRUP. , I 

Dr. Ke^ssler says, in *^A. M. Journal': 
"We are oall)E?d fipequtotly in bur every- 
day practice to make up a cough medi- 
cine for some of our patients. I have 
used all the expectorant fdrmdias I have 
seen, besides a gfeafe many of my own 
mixtures, but s<J far I have obtained the 
most flattering results from the follow- 
ing: 

R.— Fix liquida 20 drops. 

Spts. niir. dale ., . . . 1 drachm. 

Syr. slinpl 2 ounces. 

M. S. Teaspoonfnl night and morn- 
ing. Very few doses will suffice, in 
most cases.'' — Drug Circ. and Chem^ 
Oaz. 
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Ifebrfh of ihfe nerve ftoth thfe braihi to 

i!he' jniiscles of the tobjgtie urid-mtrntb. 

Ba6W letter lie regArded hfi •r^ifiribg a 

i&rise long before tboee which politioal '^rVdiaslmpuke/ I^ 

aocl reIi$>ioiis restraints caiise> is- yielded 'bii^y to rnqftiplv the niitaDbcdr 'of )6tte^ 



Proof thiKt the aKxli&es|i<Hi^ of oos- 
duet oalled ^mtnnem^: and ^''behavior" 



by the fiiot thaiybesides pree^ngsiocjal sp9ken ih.,eadh miptite by'the' len^h of 
^volution^ they p^oede hiMbiwii ,evoki- mi.t . ^ *.^ _ ^_..ix -.i._^ 

tion : they are traceable aiiiottgliha<^igher 
animals. The dog afraid of being .beat- 
en, comee crawling up to his master, 
clearly manifestji^ the desire to submit. 
Kor is it solely to kuman beings that 
dogp use suyh. propitiatory actions : they 
do the like one to another, ^ll have 
occasionally seeti' how, on the apptbaph 
of some ibrmidable-looking Newfound- 
land or mastifi^ ^stnalt spaniel^ 9n tihe 
extremity of its terror, throws itself on 
its back with legs in thie air. tnstes^d'of 
threatening resistance by growls and 
showing of teeth, ^lus it mi^^t have done 
had not resistance been hopeless, il^spop-- 
tan,eously assumes the attituder,v,t|i^it 
would result from defeat in b^j^tdtj^, ,ta<^Uy 
sayings '^I ap\ copque^'ed, and at your 
mercy .^' Clearjy, ^nen, besides certain 
modes of behavior expressing aflfecf ion, 
which are established still earlier in 
creatures lower than man, there are es- 
tablished certain modes of behavior ex- 
pressing Bul]jectioq.-^HFiEBBUfr .8j>en- 
OER, m Poptrftir JSoienee Monthly/or jFeb- 
ruary. 



YJ?X)CIiy OF NERVE-IMPULSES. 

The earliest exiperiments were, made 
with .releftehoe to. the rapidity of move- 
ment .through the nervjes. The first 
attempt to measure the velocity of ner- 
vous impulses proceeding from the brain 
und^r, action of the will was made long 
agp by Haller. He ascertained, by read- 
ing ajoud with great rapidity extracts 
from the ^^^neid," the average number 
of letters which he could pronounce in 
one minute. Then he calculated the 



the nierve. Thfa gave ie» a i^tiW ' that 
the rate of nelr^dtis' transmission from 
the bra,in was about 160 feet a second. 

According to GaHgnttfiif M. Duolanx, 
j^^ofesso^ of sciences itt Lyons; ^as dis- 
dovered a method of hatAing fltHt^orm 
eg^ at ^m. ■ If, Wben the eggs 'are not 
tatoffe 'thab two otthree days' old; they 
aire rtibW With k brush, sdbjfectfed t<ythe 
action' of electricity, ^dippfed ffcr half a 
minute iH conqentrat^d ^illphurfo acid, 
or chForhydric, hitric,' acetic^ or tartaric 
acids, they wi!l hatch out, and -as the 
mulberry is in ' fitll leaf two crops of 
worms. are thus obtained in one season. 
Immersion for a few jsecbncis in water 
beaded to. 122^^, is said to be equally 
eflS(»cious, i^he .worms from the artifi- 
cial hatching are /said io be hardier tlian 
those reared in the ordinary manner. 

tH? Sett MlETAt GALLlpM. 

Sufficient quantities of this of this new 
element have now been obtained to make 
us better acquainted with its physical 
and chemical properties. It is found to 
be a hard and maueable' metal : it takes 
under the hamniier the polish of the 
anvil, but rapidly grows harder and 
brittle, and is then liable to fly to pieces. 
In spite of its relatively consicierable 
hardness, gallium leaves on paper strong- 
ly-defined marks of a bluish-gray color. 
It retains its lustre in the atmosphere of 
a labatory constantly loaded with acid 
vajjors, and undergoes no alteration in 
appearance in boiled water. In aerated 
water it tarnishes slightly. — Jour. Phar, 



E& iiMM ^S&D. 



28&> 



•t 



— ?— T- 



• I 



1'. 



'» • 



• «. 



) ►'• 7 -: i^ 



• 1 
I / ; • r 



*ii 



I • 



j< 



J . 



t '. 



?►•' T^jIivI "i; J 



. **i I • 



EBITOBIAL A^NI>^ MI»eMijLANEOU8 



\ 



«»' 



Jirriil'fifOTiBiBi|(fltlfli^fB^|M»gWtll9l»li9f9^ RmBD fpr the yean 1877 Mia 1878, maitb«&ddret8e4' 

|Sriirief«^.9CnQ^|<ail c^pasAanlGaOods arQ.99ilclt^ on ah en'bJecU pertaining to'medtclne ; alio report* o 
caaea in practice. ' ' V '' ' > v . 

, nionejbjcbe9k.]^fltal order or r9g)8teredlett«r. '•/•.-• 

'Writo yqar M^^poft-oflVce, coon tj and State plalnljr. : '. 

., - ~ . ;: ■! > i l i. it I .. I » • J'' • /' ! i 

YELLOW FBimSK^NEW TH£0£Y JOF XXS 

Tht eziftMiDf . i^« . ^p^rfi^ epidemip .o( jol- 
low fef^or in tbe MiMtei^ ^tltoy Affbvd* mi 99* 
portuBtlgF of eapTMifaig •or views as to ito <Nrlgla 
and' pvopagtttioM.' ^t 



mtHg^aM#8» fc6 the te^or rit^iw. ' ' )< • 

ati^*or«'8(PF.'-- • » ...-•/» 
Limited atittttcia atM!^ lh«^«M!«t%l; 
It win be 0«en'Ch4t th« oottdilleftil^aft; in duoit- 

rcbpeeto, kteattoftl witli'ilio89»t)Midiiigih«frodac* 
YaUow fi^TteipiftnilB onder wflU c^o#gi|^iNed | tioft i>f ibklitrk. n^re lire, howeret, three points* 



attt(itt>lMrioalidi l0llnilloiallii«o«te-i-oendatipB» in 
iiMMij veqiiele iioAikrio ikoee fttten^iig the prsr 
Tftlenee o£ Metoiiel' f^^jok Jt^ a A«s^b«r of ysf^at 
th« writen km beUeved that the yeilaw. f^ver 
poiiob. resides. IB' ih^ spores (seeds) of jA plMiti 
wldoii» wheo jntBOdnesd iota l&e Uood ef the ha* 
men belag, produce e tlmftsnt blood- peisoning, 
indueing thoae chaoges in the system, eaHed yel- 
low fsf er. The yplIo« fevte pl«nt, aoeosding to 
our view; is not identfeal with the mahuriM planL 
It is as diatides ffom the yeilew fef er pla«t as it 
is from the Syptaeid flBTer fangna Thejr a<e all 
miotoeeoplosl plsiklM: and whDe. the malarial 
plant hss never teen sattsftustOTlailjr isolated, it is 
belieredf tM ystlow fever Aiugos hss been dis- 
cotered by By. Lefieirdy, of Savannah, GKk The 
typhoid ftiver fungus has alee been deteeted, and 
the dejeotians of typhoid fsver petients have been 
seen to eontain myriads of spores'— eonfirmalosy 
of the theoitr ^' inngos ^poisoning as the true ssnse 

of typhoid fartn . These pli^nt» grew, dav/ilap and 
frnoUfj un^sf specific in^ueness. The malarial 

and yellow fever J^l#l^e seem to possess Ipw vital- 
ities. Thej. fix^ e^Uj destrpyed b^f, epld. The 
spores of th^ m^^rial plant seeo^ to h^i;^ .greater 
resiating power tO) cold than ti^e oi th^ jFeUow 
fever. Aipg«S4 The scores of i^ ^P^d.; f«^ver 
plant — as well as the plant itself — sf^ tp J>avs 
▼evy gr^t powers of xesistanssto. cold. It u 
largely a winter plan>. 

T|ieeondi4ffis,|pr.vhe full d^velcfpment 0/ thu 
yellow ^ver pjapt, ^een^ ta be 4)^ese ; 

A miH winter preceding an epidem'e. , , 

Excessive rain Ihlls, saturating the smI. 

Large arears of stagnant water. 



of diflUwhce. The fbll development of the maia« 
rial plant is not eondttionbd upon : 

A preoeding adld winter. 

A themometrical eontinuons heat: at or above 

A Umltatton as to altitade. 

fPbe yellow fever plant is a ptbdact of the troptf 
ios. The spores are transmissible^ They can be- 
oonveyed fiom point to point in vessels, clothing, 
good»— prebnbly npon tropical finite, and in mail 
matter. The' dissase produced l^ this . plant is- 
ifni erstagMTOS, and personal contact with the sick 
is eMgn dangerons to the well becanae • the former 
undcobted^ become cnrviers of the spares. The 
plant is not indiginons; but is a tvCpioal ezotio. 
It is only u^er the proper conditions it propa- 
gates iuelf in the South. Und^ these conditions 
its self multiplication is wonderfully rapid. It 
may or vx^j, ^et hf^ve located itself permanently 
in our Sputh^rn land. Ap/srt frpm, the. /Ungus 
theory of the origin of yellow fever*, nspy obser- 
vers assert that the poison must be newly Imported 
before v\ epi^em^c paujoaqfir., pthejrs deny this. 
They belie.ve the £sfDts,ppj^ to its opii^.jua mala- 
ria* thf po^n bi^ intepffijBled* With^nf attAmpt- 
i^.tp, dffndii the question .o( firesb annual im- 
pprM^tlffns../)^ S) condUiof^ jiyreoedent to eyery epi- 
^W^Qf^t^fft^ be#r ftu^^^p.states^ent, that tie, 

poison ^, i^t idei^cfa iilif J^^thfi^ 9I! |Bi«V^f * I* * 
similar, and in tj^is i^u^MJiarjiy lies i^e.pe|r|plexity. 
As alres^y shown, the conditions fon: )J^ejpropa{^- 
tion of th^ plants are not identicaL Tl^e^preccK&ng^ 
™fll FWl«. if . »o* . WWW^y &r m^iaj produc.;; 
tion. QpntinHP^c^esyt ;i)2pv^ pf HSO"*;. is, net nc- 
ceessry . Neither does altitude limit the ftill devel 
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opin«nt of th« maUrial plant. T«llow fever has 
never prevailed epidemioally, say, 600 to 600 feet, 
Above the ooean. Malarial fevers, of all types* pre- 
vail at much higher elevations. The writer has 
seen pernbioas malarial ifover^-WUgoaat \^. 
4eadl7-<at 800 feet above the sea. 

Malaria may exist one or more thousands of feet 
above the ocean, should the local condition 1:^- 
«ome operative. Not so yellow feyer* All the 
conditions— save that of altitude ^may be In force 
and the fever will not prevail. To illiistrate : 
Cincinnati can claim no sanitary superiority over 
Memphis or Vicksburg. Malaria Is common to all 
portions of the Ohio and Mississippi ValMes, 
showing , th« conditions for its pvoductionto esis|. 
Nevertheless Cincinnati has so far escaped yellow 
fever poisoniAg. because* if oar thooiy be correct, 
it is 600 feet above^ tJi« sea* U is oa the border 
line. The same may be said of other cities of 
the Ohio and Mississippi Valliof. Why this ex. 
eaption^ New York and Philadelphia both on 
higher parallels of latitude, but at lower eleva- 
tions above the sea, have had epidemics of yellow 
fever. Our theory gives the explanation^ It 
contradicts no facts. The malarial plant —spink- 
ing theoretically — germinates, grows, develops 
and fructifies at high elevations. The yellow 
fever plant, a product of the tropics, may ger- 
minate, may grow, but will not— according to our 
theory — ^Ihtctif^ (i» seedless) at greater elevations 
than 600 to 600 feet above the sea. In the spores 
reside its poisoning power. ' These spores most be 
scattered, be planted In suitable soil and develop 
through aU the phases to perfect fructification, 
before an epidemic can prevail. 

The malarial plant differs in other peculiarities 
than those mentioned, from the yellow fever 
ftingu8. Malarial spores are not capable of 
transportation. There Is not a case of malarial fever 
on record that ever originated by spores trans- 
ported. Malarial fever germs, as ordinarially 
understood, cannot be conveyed from place to 
place. It appears to differ firom typhoid fever 
and cholera germs. These are transmissible. 
Why the spores of the malarial plant seem to be 
incapable of being transported fhim point to point 
may be more apparent than real. It may be due 
to its universsl distribntion over the eirth, and 
because it Teaebes the phase of fhictiflcation at all 
elevations above the sea, where the conditions ibr 
its growth may exist Milarlal spores may be 
floating, like ti...^. «» .«ie momd ftingus, every- 
where. It Is also probable that, like other Atngi, 
the malarial spores are never all destroyed by 



cold, but remain dormant antil the warmth of 
early spring, under fhvorable conditions, awaken 
them into activity. Yellow fever dlifers from ma- 
larial fevers In another respeet. Yellow fener 
raM|yie]|^U iteelf Irft'^e fea^opofipon| whereas 
malarial fever may assault the same person year 
after year during life. 

TheToUew fevor Aingas, being a tvopioal i4a&t, 
required a higher temperatare itt'ord«r that il may 
complete all its phase of development. It does 
not — according to the best authorities — reach the 
phase of fructification only after long continued 
keat at or above 80^ F. Its reslstence to cold is 
feeble. It dies, like the stalk of the banana plant, 
upon the appearance of the firs^ frost. 

Many good observers beli^^e that the yellow 
fever poison has found n pormsnienl ho Jie in the 
semi-tropical portions of the Uaicn. It will be re- 
membered that New Orleans was, for 80 years, ex* 
empt from the fever, when during tUs tinm, it had 
scourged the towns of the sea»bQafd Jnst below. 
It was not known al Savannah until' the year 1807. 
The conditions fbr the growth and developflMntof 
the plant were not opetativo. Yellow fenrer patients 
dying with black vomit, have been repeatedly 
treated at New Orleans and Savannah without 
communicating the disease to others. The con- 
ditions for the fruotiiloation of the plant were 
absent. 

A mild winter precedes an epidemic. During 
such a winter, along with tropical Arnlts, in cloth- 
ing or goods, the spores of the plant may be im- 
ported. The moderate temperatare does not de- 
stroy them. Upon the happening of the necessary 
conditions^ the mercury of the ihermometer for 
long periods remaining at or oter 80® F.-^the 
growing plant reaches the phase of fructification, 
and an epidemic, spreading from the myriads of 
growing plants and floating spores of the AiU de- 
veloped plant, ooenvs. 

If the plant has Ibnnd permanent lodgement on 
our Southern sea coast, according to oar theory— 
the spores, year after year, must escape destruc<i 
tion at low temperatures. This Is improbable, be- 
cause the plant does not roach the phase of fhicti- 
fication every year, and the preceding mild win- 
ter befi»re an epidemic, could not bestow vitality 
upon the spores destroyed by the cold of previous 
severe winters. 

It is probable, therefore, that the tropical yellow 
fever plant upon the approach of cold weather 
dies, after each epidemic, and that fresh importa- 
tions become necessary bofere other epidemics 
prevail. W. T. G. 
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FB0FE86I0NAL TAXES. 

ffiere are In Oeorgtk l^Sl)?. pracllkiitfg plvri- 
cians, of uiMe 12S5 krd reported m 'payittg tlie 
speotftl tax of $10. there are <326 dentlets, tff 
whom onfy' 179 are'r^orted as liaTiag paid'' 4 
professional tax. Thiis it will t>e seeW that while 
less than one-foarth of the phrsioians etade or 
Ikil to pay the speelflc lax, that more than one- 
half of the destists Escape it in some way. 

The special ta^ npon phjsloians should be re- 
moved. At the late meeting of the Georgia Medi« 
eal Association a oommittee was appointed to 
memoralize the Legislature for the repeal of the 
speoial tax on phjsieians. 

A sufficient reason fbr making this request of 
the Legislature is that Medical men, far more than 
aU other caUingt combined, contribute gratuitously 
their time, iheir medicines and their labor — not to 
mention Ihefr health and their comfort —to the 
neoeesities of the indigent sick ; a burden which 
morally and legitimately attaches to the State au- 
thorities. The writer of this, once during an 
aotiTO Tillage and country practice, kept an ac- 
count of his gratuitous serrices and medicine to 
the poor for a period of tweWe months, and it 
footed up; the sum of $850 out of $1900 booked ! 
We trust that physicians throughout the State 
will use their influence with tlieir fiepresentatlTef 
to secure the repeal of the professional tax on 
physicians* 



NEW DEPAKTUBE IN DENTISTRY. 

Certain prominent writers in Destistry adTO- 
oate what is called the ''New Departure,'* as to 
the best material for filling teeth, affirming ^hat 
the old theory that gold is the best material is 
incorrect, and that plastic fillings are the best. 
Odd, instead of being placed at the head of the 
list, is now at the bottom, as follows : 

First, gutta peroha; second, amalgam; third, 

tin ; fourth, oxy chloride of sine ; fifth, gold. Di . 

Parsons, an experienced dentist of Savannah, 

writing en thla svl^eet, says : '*That gold, by rea^ 

son of its eoBduotivityt is antagoniatio to a healthy 
condition of the electro-magnetic, constitution of 
the teeth. 



WOOD'S LIBRART OF STANDARD MEDICAL 
^ • AOTBOM. 

IfeiiBrs.'Wni: W6od &'^i hate antfonnced tiMt 
In January; fS79, th«y wfli'b^gln the pvbtlcallsfn 
of Bftdtcar B6dks l^^hv ritaii aiillli||«liMI aod- 
em ahd standard sufhoilr, fii teottthly TohiiMa ^ 
Arom 200 to 8OO')>ige0 and ttt^wards; handsomely 
and strongly lK>Bnd, at tVe meHflynottiittal price 
of One Dollai^'^ach. 

Estimating from the regular prices of tlie books 
so far selected for publication In 1879, vubscribers 
to this Library will obtain about fifty dollars' 
W<^rth of.medloal books ^r tweWe dollars. This 
will ftirnish progressiye medical men with a z4ire 
opportunity to procure new books at exc'eedlDgly 
low figures. , Address Wm. Wood & Co., Book 
Sellers, N. Y. 

RHINOPLASTIC OPERATION FOR fiPWHB- 

LlOMiA. 
Prof. Hamilton, In a Clinical Lecture at Belle- 
Tue Hospital, says he perfkrmed the second time 
on the. same patient, a rhinoplastio operation for 
an epithelioma on the side of the nose, procuring a 
flap from the fprehead and implanting it in the 
wound whence the diseased portion had been re** 
moyed. From the time of the first operation to 
the second, an interval of tweWe years had elaps- 
ed, during which time the patient had been free 
from the disease. 



PRINCETON BPVIEW. 
This is an old and well established Journal, 
being now In its 54fh year. It deals with deep 
and important subjects mostly of a moral and reH* 
^ous bearing, written by able diTl&es aild pro- 
found thinkers. It is a large bi-monthly. Terms 
$2 per aanam. Address Princeton Beriew, 9ew 
York, 



DR. B. M. WALKER'S CTTRE OF UMBILICAL 

HERNIA. 
The ingenuity displayed by Dr. Walker In de- 
Tising a Truss to meet the requirements of his 
case of umbilical hernia, as reported In our last, 
is worthy of special mention. No better evidence 
of a skillful and intelligent physician or surgeon 
than the faculty of meeting unlocked for emer- 
gencies by a ready and skillful InTentlon of means 
and appliances adapted to the case. 



BOOK NOTICES. 
Ahatomt Disobiptiti ahd Suboical, by Henry 
Gray, F. R. S. Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons and Lecturer on Anatomy at St. 
George's Hospital Medical School, with five hun- 
dred and twenty-two engravings on wood. The 
drawings by H. Y. CiLrUr, M.D., and Dr. West, 
macott. The dissections jointly .by the author 
and Dr. Carter, with an introduction on General 
Anatomy and Development, by T. Holmes, 
A. CanUb, Surg, to ' St'. Good's Hospital, etc. 
A new American Arom the eljj^flt 4^d enlar gad 
English sdition. ttf which li hdded' •<Utt 
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Ties that 9^ c^^?^ mp«*k» i«». '•W* ^i^ 
meriU w<M|MA #«f»; .^ .^ eaiiriljr. iiiy^«om»^v 
The copy before vlb is the 8th anjdl )4^M^.i e4f tiou-;^ 
an tlegai^)^,.bjmji(L <)9ff;^,ai}t Tolume of 988 ^a^ev- 
As im fors^,^ . Ajneno^n reprints^ i^ lias passed 
through the .|)f^9 ooder the super^isioQ of P'r. 
Richard «f;,fiani||li8on. The work had already 
been three times Verised by tde distinguished' edi- 
tor, Mr. Holmes, sinoe tlie last American ediiloD, 
and now comes (o'u^care/ulty corrected bf titty 
error that haa 'escaped attention in England. 
Holden's LandmarkSf Medical and Surgical Ikave 
bee|:^af)jpei|pded,in the.preaei^t .volume^ which adds 
to its interest both for tbfi, ptudent and general 
prfot^ioner, It is^ extepsiTely iUjostrated, and 
splendid in typographical taste and arrangement. 



1 ' « 



.fj^r|^}j^ no mofe iijif^tant mbject ' oonld Ur- 
g^ t^'fl ^tttntion, of ' the infelUgent reader than 
ikfl^ eleTattpij of the .ina^es of, m%Bkin(|i. Whether 
Tif w|hL 8ii9|f|j^ip it^ V^f^'^nS upon oaf ci^l polity 
as a peopit, or from iib moial ao^ religlQ^is standi 
pointy {thiy work cannot fii^I^to attract the interest 
of, the enlightened reader/ Wo bespeak for it a- 
Ood-speed i^nd a world-wide circulation^ 

Tkans^ctions of the Americi'n '6yti8Bd6to^iiDarS(K 
ciety, Vol. 11', for the year 1877. 

This iaa most Talaable and instrqctiTe Tolume, 

I ' I i 1 ' ' • , .1.1 

containing articles of interest, too numerous to- 
n^entfon here. Ii| addition, it contains an index 
to the gynsacological and obstetrical literature of 
all 0900 tries, from July *76 to January, *77. 
Price of Vol. 11, $6,60. For the two toIs. of 76 
and *n, $10. A^cl'^aA Houghton Osgood & Co,, 
Boston, 



FowN*8 Maxdal of Cbemistbt — ^Theoretical and 
Practical, reyised and corrected by Henry 
Watts, B.A., F. R.'S., editor of t^ie' Journal of 
the Chemical Society, aiithbr of a ''Dictionary 
of Chemistry, *' etc. A new American froii^ the 
twelfth English edition, edited by HoWt 
Bridges, M.D., Prof, of Chemistry in Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy, with one hundred and 
seTenty-se^ea, illustrations. Philadelphia : 
Henry C. Lea. 

This txpelh^t work on Chemistry has been 
great^. enUurged and, imprpyed. Its typography 
cal eoLeontion is , fine, ^he type smaller but clear and 
distiiiioty and the Tslusie.aufficiently full for mqst 
parposes,' containing, oyer 1,000 pages* The izk. 
temaL avrangement, of the work is admirable, and 
OQAtaias all t^e late diacoveste^ and improyements 
in Cheistry. We hesitate npt to recommend this 
work to both student and practitioner, and as well 
adapted also for use ip: our high qchools and coU 
l^g«^ 



T&AN8AGTI01V8 OF THE AmIRICAN MbDICAL ASSO- 
CIATION, yol. zxtiii., Philadelphia; Collins, 
Printer, 705 Jayne St. 

This is a yaluable nqmber , of The Transactions. 
It ^ a yoluuie of 694 psges^ oontfdning many able 
ai^^ elaborate, papers, and .^latter both instructiye 
and interesting. \o the Practitioner. 



Thk reference and dose book, by C. Henri 
Leonard, M. A., M. D. Third edition, reyised 
and eolai|ged. Detroit^ ;S. K corner Gratiot and 
Woodward Ayenues, 1877. 

A useful lUtle work, containing in addition to 
doses, inconj^tiblei. Jests , for arine» yi8Co.ral 
measurements^ prononciation of names, etc. 
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D:9XERioaATi^3i AND, Race Education, with practi- 
cal application to the condition of the people 
a^d i|]^duBtry, by Samuel Boyce". iBosto^, ' Lee 
^ ghep^erd. Publishers/; New York, Charles T. 
Dillingham, 1878. . ' ' ' '"' 

This, is a yery reachable wai|k of 585 pjAg^, aeai- 
eated to M^fj Slizf^b^th Ithompson, "the pati^ot 
an4 phils|»,tj^fopisl, w)io deyj)tes W . energies to 

ed))pi|tioi),.^a|ij laborsilb;: t^^ IqiproyfBm^t of ^ibe 
character of the men and women of America,*' etc. 



, . WAKi^ER & COMPANY. 

The following yei^ high testiinoiuaU beiag a 
cable messege from ^t v^reat Paris Exposition, 
wsfl reqeniiy reeeiyed by Wm. B. Warner & Co.»- 
PhiUdel^at 

7b WifhUr, I2as Mfarket, PhiMOpimci . 
A¥)afd^kig^uPffwmipUbi bPomtimedoL -. 

St. Mdrtin, ll^!l»rif; (Ob. 0.\'2iM'p. »*;) 
Received at Pkiaddphia, Angtut 31<i, 1878. 



GLyc;ERrrE of kEPHALlNE. 
JSfe j^ew . adf er^isei^ent pf the.aboye article* 
l»r9p^4 to- i>r-; <?• 0, Polk e*f PhiWelphia, and 
sold Vr- ^^^^ ^ ^^* ^^ ^^ York. . 

i|^ Remittances are ex6^e<l^gly sbort Our 
friends do not need'onr appeals, nor decider our 
neeeisities. Strange ! 
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RtMAiiKS ON THE CAUSE AND 
TREATMENT OF YELLOW 
FEVER AND THE BEDFORD 
(VA.) SPRINGS ALUM AND 
IRON MASS AS A REMEDIAL 
AGENT. 



By W. A. Greene, M.D., Macon, Ga., Ex-President 

Georgia Medical Association ; formerly chief 

Surg, of Artillery, 8d Army Corps, A* N. Va. 

The great pestilence of 1878, which 
^*walketh in darkness and destroyeth at 
noon" may be stated in round numbers 
to h^ve extended over five hundred miles 
in length, on the Air-Line, and seventy 
miles across at its widest part, sparing 
neither city, town, village or hamlet, 
clinging to the eastern side of the Mis- 
sissippi river — it greatest divergence be- 
ing at Chattanooga; Mobile, Charleston, 
Savannah and Jacksonville^ and other 
places subject to its visits being free to 
ttiis time. It seems to prefer moving 
Northward along the rich malarial pas- 



tures of the vast lowlands that stretch 
out from the turbid Father of waters. 

In contemplating this wide-spread 
epidemic, and the terrible destruction of 
human life, our minds linger — to think 
of and admire the heroism and dauntless 
courage of those noble volunteers and 
martyrs, who, while others have fled be- 
fore the approach of the pestilence, have 
remained by the noisome couch, have 
breathed the foul breath, and inoculated 
themselves with the deadly secretions of 
disease, to mitigate the sufferings or 
save the lives of their fellow beings — and 
wrest from the grasp of the poison some 
salutary instruction. 

For these two long, weary months, 
they have watched by the gray dawn, 
through the noontide heats, and all the 
live-long night, at the bed side of the 
sick, to 6atoh the first ray of hope, to 
seize upon the first favourable ' moment 
in which to offer kindly aid and gain an 
advantage over the deadly monster* 
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Such entire and unreserved immolation 
of self, such devotion to the calls of doty 
— are but the repetitions of the acts and 
examples of thousands of our brethren, 
who have thus, like Curtius leaped into 
the gulf, and thrown away their own 
lives for thpir fellows; and in ev«ry age, 
and in every nation, are so numerous 
that their biographies would fill another 
Alexandrian Library. Like the Prome- 
tkeu8 of the Greek Poet, they seem 
to struggle against Fate herself, and to 
traverse with unbending resolution the 
evil current of those who preceeded 
them to the same destiny. It is ours to 
stand ready to aid them with all our re- 
sources of study and investigation — that 
they may put limits to the sway of this 
dread king of terrors. 

It is now too late to discuss clean 
streets and alleys, or correct sewerage or 
any system of hy genie measures — but 
rather, by experimental science and study 
of the true pathology of the disease, seek 
to cure it. This is our only hope. Our 
oft scourged Southern cities have already 
exhausted every resource, to prevent its 
appearance J until it seems no human 
foresight, or expenditure of time, talent 
or money will ever avail anything. And 
I regret to say, the frightful mortality 
in the present epidemic proves how un- 
successful and uncertain are our thera- 
peutical means. We have in a measure 
mastered other diseases of nearly equal 
fatality as pulmonary consumption. 
Typhoid fever, small-pox, now a disease 
of the past. Rheumatism an oppo- 
brium, now yields almost as certainly to 
modern treatment as the intermittents 
and remittents of malarial regions. In 
the present epidemic of yellow fever the 
oldest traditional theories have been de- 
molished, and it seems to me that w^e are 
in greater ignorance of essential and spe- 
cific knowledge than ever before. 

Yellow fever looms up before the 
American people as a national peril and 
calamity, the Leviathen of our pros- 
perity and the destroyer of the lives of 
our people, and invokes at once the se- 
rious attention of the government. It 



invades alike the palaces of the rich, and 
the hovels of the poor; in country ag 
well as city ; the inland cities and towns, 
as well as the great marts of trade, the 
water courses and thoroughfares of com- 
merce — ^sparing neither age nor sex; the 
foetus in utero, the babe at the breast, 
the youth, and the man alike are its vic- 
tims. Neither is it a respector of na- 
tionalities, the hitherto exempted negro 
is almost equally affected with his^white 
brother.'^ And it is a noticeable fact 
in the present epidemic, that previous 
attacks have proven less effective against 
a recurrence than ever before, as is evi- 
denced from the numerous attacks and 
deaths among the physicians, druggists 
and nurses, who so nobly volunteered 
their services to the afflicted cities. Fi- 
nally — although the flower and skill of 
the profession, have, at the imminent 
peril of health and life labored most 
zealously, yet, no treatment has been 
able to reduce the average mortality be- 
low thirty-five per cent, of those attacked. 

I do not propose, in this paper, to dis- 
cuss the pathology of yellow fever, but 
give simply a brief synopsis of my opin- 
ion of its direct cause and treatment. 
I very much fear the space allotted in a 
medical journal will be insufficient to 
make myself understood, or convey the 
probable benefit I venture to hope for, 
from a publication of my theory. 

Yellow fever is a specific malignant 
fever, usually of a continued type, and 
propagated by minute germs, and has 
appeared at elevations of 2,000, and even 
4,000 feet above the level of the sea. 
No physician who has studied the inves- 
tigations of Yellow and Malainal fever, 
made by men of ability — or .themselves 
made the invstigations, but have been 
struck with the identity of the two dis- 
eases in material respects, and I hold 
that any general treatment adapted to 
one will be found valuable in the other. 

The most recent investigations agree 
with all previous ones, that yellow fever 
prevails exclusively in malarial regions, 
and is produced by spores of fungi float- 
in the air, and in which often, especially 
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in mild types, remissions and intermis- 
sions of the fever are observable. Dr. 
LeHardy, of Savannah, v^bo has given 
the subject perhaps more thought than 
any recent investigator, and fully com- 
petent, states that he has observed this 
{the remissioDS and intermissions) often 
among the negroes in the last Savannah 
•epidemic, and in a majority of those 
cases quinine controlled the febrile 
symptoms. On this important point we 
have the valuable testimony of Dr. 
Robert Lawson, inspector general of 
hospitals, who has seen yellow fever on 
the West coast of Africa and in the West 
Indies, as well as the United States, and 
given special attention to the features 
which characterize it, and serve to dis- 
tinguish it from other kinds of fever. He 
says, "the train of urinary symptoms 
and other characteristic features of yellow 
fever were as fairly developed in the 
periodical as in the continued form of 
the disease; the definition of yellow 
fever which represents it as being always 
of the continued form, is altogether erro- 
neous." 

While the yellow fever platft may not 
be identical with the malarial plant, 
{neither having been suflBciently isolated 
and explained) ; yet, the conditions for 
their development are btrikingly similar, 
even to a casual observer. Neither are 
contageons by personal contact. Mala- 
rial fevers of more or less severe type 
invariably follow as a conseqaence, 
when there has been slight frosts, few 
freezes, unusual quantities of rain, satu- 
rating the earth and filling thepondsand 
low places, resulting in stagnant water 
and much decayed vegetable matter. 
These are the conditions which propa- 
gate yellow fever, and in which it luxu- 
riates and delights to dwell, leaving 
wretchedness and death in its wake. 

For these reasons and others, ^thered 
from a residence and practice of ne rly 
thirty years in an intensely malarial 
region, with close observation and pati- 
ent investigation of the diseases peculiar 
thereto, and an experience with yellow 
fever suflScient for practical purposes. I , 



am forced to the conclusion that U i8 th^ 
combined influence of the spores of the 
yellow fever and malarial plants, acting 
together, and upon each other, under fa- 
vorable conditions for their mutual devd- 
opment, which produce and propa- 
gate yellow fever. It will be noticed 
that the identical surroundings or con- 
ditions are always required for the ger- 
mination, growth and development of 
yellow fever ; and in closely studying 
and observing the types of different epi- 
demics, I have noticed that it is con- 
trolled by the predominating presence of 
the one or the other cause, being milder 
if the malarial is in excess, and severer 
if the ydlow fever has supremacy, and 
will yield to a lower degree of tempera- 
ture or spread and be susceptible of more 
rapid multiplication when it is higher, 
for the same reasons. 

And again, the treatment that has 
been found successful in one epidemic 
failed perhaps in the next, in the same 
locality, which can be explained by the 
same theory. A notable instance being 
the epidemic of 1847 in New Orleans, 
in which the cases were controlled most 
satisfactorily by quinine ; but the advo- 
cates of quinine treatment were doomed 
to a most unexpected disappointment in 
the severer epidemic of 1853. 

In the former epidemic, in all proba- 
bility the malarial cause wa>s in excess, 
and accounting for the good results of 
quinine, upon which the physicians 
mainly depended. The epidemic of 
1853, as all will remember, was unsually 
severe, and I have no doubt the yellow 
fever poison predominated to such a de- 
gree as to render the malarial antidote 
almost inert as a remedy. There seems 
to be a mutual intensification of these 
subtle poisons by their commingling in 
the atmosphere, and entering the animal 
system. 

The striking similarity which yellow 
fever so oflen presents to the malignant 
or pernicious forms of malarial fever, has 
always perplexed etymologists in the in- 
the investigation of the former — and 
this theory may open up the way for » 
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more satiefactorj elucidation of the sub- 
ject. Id fact so difficult is the defieren- 
tial diagnosis, that the first cases kiall 
epidemics are diagnosed and treated for 
fK>ine form of malarial fever, even by ex- 
perts — those who have had considerable 
experience with yellow fever. It is 
fresh in the minds of many of us, who 
were residing in the Southern portion of 
Georgia at the time, concerning the 
<loubts as to the character of the fever 
which proved so fatal in Bainbridge, 
Georgia, a few years since. For several 
weeks it was pronounced and treated for 
the haemorrhagic malarial fever which 
had been prevailing in that section pre- 
viously — until the rapid multiplication 
of cases and alarming fatality excited and 
aroused the entire State, and consulting 
physicians were summoned from the yel- 
low fever cities, and pronounced it gen- 
uine yellow fever. There are those, 
even to this day, and intelligent physi- 
cians, too, who are not satisfied with this 
diagnosis. Bainbridge is a small in- 
land town, with some 1500 inhabitants 
where yellow fever had never before ap- 
peared — neither was it at the time 
prevailing at other points in the 
vicinity, so far as I remember, nor did 
it ext€nd beyond the town. There was 
also considerable speculation concerning 
the fever when it first appeared in Mem- 
phis in the epidemic before this one. In 
neither of these instances did the fever 
yield as promptly to the Jird frosts as 
has been its custom on the coad hereto- 
fore. We can here again explain these 
irregularities on my theory of the two 
poisons operating tog«;ther, and the mala- 
rial predominating— for we know the 
latter does not yield decidedly to low 
temperatures — but is decidedly mitigated. 
In the fever called "Typho-malariaP' 
we have another instance of two separate 
and distinct poisons operating at the 
same timCx in the same patient — the 
typhoid and malarial fungi. We have a 
knoweldge of the typhoid fever fungus, 
which is distinct from the malarial plant. 
According to the predominance of the 
one or the other of these causes^ will the 



fever assiitte the typhoid or the malarial 
characters in exoess, and to be treated 
accoidingly. 

The haemorrhagic malarial fever,^ sc^ 
similar to yellow fever, requiring nearly 
the same treatment,. I believe to be cans- 
by the apores of a plant resembling the 
yellow fever plant, which, combining 
with the malarial plant, intensify each 
other, and poison the blood of thoFc com- 
ing within its influence, producing thi8> 
characteristic fever, which, of reoent 
years, has prevailed so extensively and 
fatally in the malarial regions of the* 
South. 

Since this fever made its appearance 
in Georgia during the years 1868 and 
1869, I have carefully and patiently 
watched and studied it, with a view of 
ascertaining its true cause, pathology and 
treatment. I have given the professioi^ 
the benefit (if any) of what little I have- 
discovered in previous papers, contribu- 
ted to the ^4iichmond and Louisville- 
Medical Journal," in 1870, and more 
recently in "The St, Louis Jdedical and 
Surgical Journal" (June number, 1878)^ 
and the "Cincinnatti Medical News,'*" 
October, 1878. In those papers I 
strongly advocated the use of the '^Aluna 
and Iron Mass''* as a chief remedy, sus- 
tained by giving a few cases. It was in 
pursuing those investigations I arrived 
at the theory of the cause of yellow fever 
as expressed in this paper, and from th& 
strong resemblance of the two diseases^ 
based my theory of the treatment ofyel- 
low fever. I regret my limited oppor- 
tunities for more thoroughly testing my 
views of this treatment of yellow fever 
with the iron and alum mass, before ap- 
pearing before the profession in an arti 
cle so strongly recommending it; and 
would not do so, but for the reason that 
the disease is prevailing so alarmingly 
and fatally in our Western uities, and if 
there is any good in it, the physicians- 
there could use it, test it as thoroughly 
and perfectly as I could, and more so p 
and if my sanguine expectations should be- 
realized, even a tUhe of them^ I will .^1 
that I have done some good, though not 
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present te share with them the dangers 
arid hardships dfadministerihg directly to 
the afflicted 6n^, I cad say, truthfully ; 
I never had mor6 confidence in a remedy, 
and have good reasons for it, from my 
•experience with it, and success in treatirtg 
haeraorrhagic malarial fever, and the few 
-cases of yellow fever that came under 
my notice and attention in 1876, from 
Savannah. I earnestty insist that the 
physicians who now have ample oppor- 
tunities for testing the remedy, will do 
so at once, and communicate directly 
with me for anv further information on 
the subject. But for my peculiar sur- 
roundings, I would at once go to some 
portion of the yellow fever district, and 
^se this theory of treatment, and make 
further investigations of the causes. 

I invite a careful examination of the 
•analysis of the mass as procured from 
the waters of the Bedford, (Va.,) springs, 
which, taken in consideratibu with my 
theory of the cause of yellow fever, and 
Its similarity to the form of malarial 
fever I have considered, the adaptability 
of the treatment at once becomes appa- 
rent The Usual preliminary treatment 
•of putting the patient to bed, covering 
him up, closing the apartment, foot 
l^aths, with strong mustard and pepper, 
friction of limbs, elder-leaf and other 
teas to produce perspiration, assist- 
ed by hot briek«», bottles of hot water, 
and boiled corn, about patient's body 
and extremities, or mustard plasters ad 
infiniium, may sometimes be proper in a 
.'guarded manner. Bat this hot', fiery, 
pungent treatment, should be carefully 
:administered, as every case may not re- 
»quire this stereotyped proceeding. 

In all specific diseases there is some 
specific remedy on which we build our 
^nain hope of reliance as the alkaloids of 
Oinchona bark in intermittents and re- 
mittents, mercury in Syphilis, lod Potass 
and Salacylic Acid in Rheumatism, etc. 
In yelJow fever, I should build my hope 
ofcurechieflv on the Iron and Alnm 
Mass of the Bedford (Va.,) Springs, as 
it is condensed from the water by pure 
and simple evaporation. It is now well- 
bnawntoall physicians ^nd needs no 



special mention. The medical properties 
of theseveral constituents as shown by 
the analysis of eminent chemists will 
readily siiggcst their effects on the sys- 
tem. It' is an alterative conic, steadfast 
and gentle diuretic and febrifuge, mild 
aperient, acting alike on the secretary 
and excretory organs — and when admin- 
istered in proper doses producing as sat*- 
isfactory, "billions discharges'' from the 
bowels, as are obtained from calomel. I 
regret the lack of space to speak more 
particularly of the analysis and consider 
in detail the medical properties and 
therapeutical effects of each constituent, 
I will however refer to some of the most 
prominent ones. We notice first, the 
unusual quantity of iron existing in the 
mass chiefly as ferric sulphate, the most 
useful and valuable form for medicinal 
purposes. Also the sulphate of alumi-^ 
num. The sulphate of magne-iia and 
sulphate of mangane-^e are very valuable 
properties, the latter just now attracting 
much interest since Dr. Goolden, of the 
London Lancet, described its peculiar 
j and specific virtues as a remedy substi- 
tuting calomel, for its direct action on 
the liver, and free from many objections 
of this powerful drug, in debilitating 
affections. When combined with sul- 
phate of magnesia (epsom salts) as iii 
these waters, it requires very minute 
quantities to obtain its specific action. 
It is principally to these ingredients we 
are indebted for the action of this *'mass^ 
on the hepatic secretions. Then again we 
find a large complinyent of free sulpbaric 
acid. In the treatment of heemorrhagio 
malarial fever, I have for a long tinie 
considered the mineral tonics absolutelir 
required in its treatment, and I find 
Frofessot" Jones in the "New Orleans 
Medical and Surgical JournaP' rfecently 
commending them in the treatment of 
yellow fever, also, which is increased 
and most valuable testimony in support 
of my theory of treatment of the two 
diseases, and also, of the further positioh 
that a similar treatment is adapted to 
each. The mineral tonics abound^in this 
combination of the Alum and Iron Mass, 
containing ten parts of iron to eve*y 
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of the Bedford (Va.) Springs, I confess 
koQw^og but Ijlttle if anything ; and yet^ 
perchauoe^hi^.fufiy.pe & much as any of 
us know in relation t;p tliembcW ope/*a7u:|{ 
of many other articles in the ; Feltef of , 
diseases for which they are so confidently ' 
administered. 

The author of the above idea further 
says, that each and every organ and tis- 
sue in the animal economy is possessed 
of a virts vitaCj which vires viiae is pecu- 
liar to and inherent in such organ or tis- 
sue. That this vires vitae is susceptible 
of being acted upon, stimulated or de^ 
pressed by appropriate agents, follows a» 
a necessary consequence. Add to this^ 
the well known established principle in 
therapeutics, that each remedy in the 
great arcana has some inherent property 
or quality that directs its action to one 
organ or tissue in preference to another^ 
in other words, it is possessed of an 
elective affinity or franchise which di- 
rects, controls or modifies its action ; lind 
we derive our knowledge of this affinity 
from accident, from experience, or after 
a chemical analysis. We venture to use 
it when there appears to be a natural 
adaptation to the pathological condition 
of the organ or tissue. From these 
aphorisms, pathological and therapeuti«- 
cal, wo may be able to deduce the 7nodv» 
operandi of the Alum and Iton Mass in 
yellow lever and hemorrhagic malarial 
fever. 

If the foregoing propositions and sug»- 
gestions,« hastily and very imperfectly 
considered, contain any considerable 
amount of truth, it behooves us, as the 
guardians of suffering humanity, to pro- 
pose better ones, or adopt them at least 
for a trial. 

I am not able to furnish an egotistical 
array of cases of yellow fever, but only 
make a simple statement of a few fad9 
in reorard to the effects of this remedy in. 
the disease under consideration. I hope- 
no one will be so unkind as to denounce- 
the reme<ly on account of the humility 
of its origin. I commenced using it ini 
cases of the disease^ mentioned and foundi 
I was much more suoosssful with itthann 



hundred of the mass. The otherDOUSti- 
tuents which assist materially in pro^ 
moting its good effects in various diseases, 
I have not time to consider in detail. 

If these views briefly and imperfectly 
advanced as to the abnormal conditions 
existing in yellow fever be correct, the 
indications of treatment would be min- 
eral tonics to produce contractility of the 
capillary vessels, and effect needful 
changes in the blood which has been 
prevented by the poisons, to stimulate 
the functions of the kidneys, bowels and 
skin to increased activity, and, to inter- 
rupt any paroxysmal disposition or ten- 
dency of the fever. I have not had 
trouble with suppression of urine, since 
using this remedy, in the treatment of 
these diseases, unless the case was too 
&r advanced before treatment. 

My mode of administering the Alum 
and Iron Mass is to begin as early in the 
attack as possible, giving the largest pos- 
sible doses the patient will tolerate, sat- 
urating the blood, and bringing the sys- 
tem speedily under its influence, and af- 
terwards continue it in such doses as 
may be necessary to preserve its effects ; 
preceeded by a warm pedeluvium, or, in 
bad cases, a semicupium. In the mean- 
time make use of such hygienic treatment 
and regulations as the general indica- 
tions may require. These, of course, are 
not regular in all cases, but sre governed 
by all the various circumstances and con- 
ditions that regulate us in the treatment 
of any other disease. If the medicine is 
properly administered and the patient 
well nursed under ordinary circumstan- 
ces, very soon the pain in head, back and 
limbs will begin to subside, and the 
nausea be relieved — the urine rapidly 
improves, Icsing its thick, albuminous 
charactei, gradually becoming clear and 
lim()ed, and the paroxysms are rendered 
milder, less frequent and of shorter du- 
ration. Of course this is ihe result in 
favourable cases ofvelhow fever, and in 
Hsemorrhagic malarial fever may be 
looked for oftener than otherwise. 

Of the modus operandi of the "Alum 
Iron and Mass" and the mineral waters 
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with any former course pursued by me. 
I have instituted comparative tests with 
it and other remedies recommended by 
our best authors, and yet prefer the one 
under consideration. 1 am aware, and 
it is proper, th^it facts, ascertained by ex- 
periments sufficiently clear, and re|)eated 
sufficientiv often, and observed by asuf- 
ficient number of witnesses, must be 
taken as the basis of all the sciences — 
and of ours more than all the rest. 

Every theory appeals at last to facts 
and experience : there is no alternative, 
and must consent to be judged by the 
observed results of the application of the 
principles or hypothesis suggested. The 
powerful force and reliability, as well 
as confidence of our ancient brethren in 
the results of experience and experinjent 
as being conclusive of the value of any 
remedy — we' find in the sayings of 
Brousais, who was the most ingenious 
and obstinate of dogmatists. He said 
in his forcible strictures upon the nu- 
merical plan of Louis that, '*If it can be 
proved upon experience that tartar em- 
etic will cure a gaalro entente, I will 
administer it ; if arsenic will do good, I 
will prescribe that." This, then we may 
recognize, as the primary rule, the ele- 
mentary principle of our science. From 
the champion of every theory or school 
we should be willing to learn what he is 
eager and able to teach — and to select 
from each his best weapons and make 
them useful in this interminable contest, 
and rts in the phrase of Bacon, ^^all error 
is founded in some truth" we can find 
instruction everywhere. 

In concluding this paper I desire to 
say further concerning the use of the 
Alum and Iron Mass — that it is a very 
valuable remedy in many forms of cuta- 
neous affections, more especially of the 
tfcaly variety. I have seen cases of 
Psoriasis inveterata which had resisted 
the long continued use of arsenic, iodine 
and other remedies, yield readily to its 
influence, especially in patients of dissi- 
pated habits, complicated with enlarged 
liver. It is also a useful remedy in ec- 
zema and syphilitic squamse; open ulcers 
which have long resisted other treatment 



I have seen heal rapidly by its local 'ap- 
plication — at same time taking it inter- 
nally. 

In the various forms of dyspepsia, I 
have observed the most gratifying re- 
sults, speedily relieving the severe head- 
ache caused by deranged digestion and 
inactive liver. 

The following extract from a private 
letter written me by Bishop Geo. F, 
Pierce, of Georgia, is valuable testimony 
of the efficiency of alum and iron mass^ 
for the troubles he mentions and from 
which many of our public men suffer in 
the South, who perform large amounts 
of brain work, as does this highly favored, 
eloquent, and universally beloved Bishop, 

He says — "I knew one extreme case 
of dyspepsia cured by the iron and alum 
mas-j. It cures ordinary sick headache, 
will prevent it if taken in time. I 
found it in my own case when greatly 
run down in strength, an excellent 
tonic restoring appetite and vigor. 
I have great faith in it, in 
all cases for which it is recommended.'' 
If any reliance can be placed on what 
I have written concerning Alum and 
Iron Mass, it is unquestionably a valua- 
ble medicine, possessing active curative 
powers, and having a wide range of ac- 
tion. The supply being inexhaustible, 
easily procured, and cheap — is more 
likely to be pure atid of uniform strength. 
It is peculiarly adapted to hospital and 
dispensary practice, and should attract 
more attention from the profession in 
this country than has hitherto beea 
given to it. 

YELLOW FEVER. 



BY T. B. GREENLEY, M. I)., OF KY. 



There is quite a controver-^y of late 
among medical men in je^ard to the con- 
tagiousness, and portability of yellow 
fever both in the medical journals and 
secular press of Louisville. 

Some of our ablest brothers are array- 
ed on either side of these important ques- 
tions; among whom stand Drs. Black- 
burn, GaiPaird etc., on the affirmative, 
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and Dra. T. S. Bell, L. P. Yandell etc. 
on the negative, whilst a few take mfddle 
ground, and say that it is not personally 
contagious, but may be transmitted by 
means of clothing, bedding, &c. At the 
head of this theory stands Surgeon Gen- 
'cral Woodworth of the U. S. Marine 
Hospital service. 

Now where such prominent and able 
men in the profassion ;s these differ so 
widely in opinions and iheories, how are 
such differences to be settled except by 
facts as developed by the history of the 
disease ? 

Dr. Bell strongly takes the ground 
that yellow fever is the product of mala- 
ria, and of course endemic in its origin. 
He maintains that sixty days of solar heat 
sufficient to cause a mean range of 76 
degrees F. with moisture and vegitable 
matter in due quantities, will generate 
malaria strong enough to produce the 
•disease. He also affirms that we never 
have in the Ohio valley solar tempera- 
ture sufficiently protracted to engender 
this plague, and hence it is impossible for 
for it to become epidemic in Louisville 
^nd other cities and towns on the Ohio. 
According to the history of the disease in 
Louisville, there never has been a case 
^side from those v;ho had lately arrived 
from infected localities. 

Dr. Blackburn on the other hand 
jnaintains that the disease is both conta- 
gious and portable, and that it is exotic in 
its origin. He is of the opinion that the 
portable principle consists of a microsco- 
pic germ that may be carried in clothing, 
or even in ballast on board of ships from 
point to point, and when brought in 
contact with persons living in localities 
where a great deal of unclean I iness and 
.filth exists may develop the disease. He 
also believes that a person in health may 
take it from a patient sick with the fever. 
Either of these views or theories would 
:fieem to he more rea'^oiiable than that of 
Surgeon General Woodworth. He says 
in his circular respecting quarantines that 
a well person will not take the disease 
from a sick one, but may take it from 
his clothes. Now this idea at first sight 



even strikes the mind as palpably un- 
reasonable. It 18 as much as to say that 
the poison, or contagion or germ, or mi- 
crophyte or whatever principle it may 
be that produces the disease is much 
stronger after it leaves the body of the 
patient and enters his clothing or bed- 
dinjr, than it^ is as it emanates from his 
body. That idea is too absurd to be en- 
tertained for a moment. Were it true 
the question would arise how shall we 
treat yellow fever without clothing or 
bedding? We might tax the genius of 
some inventive mind to construct a mat- 
rass of hair or very fine wire and dis- 
pense with clothing. Male and female 
patients could be attended by nurses of 
their own sex, and thus stop the 
spreading of the disease. 

On the portability and contagiousness 
of the disease depends the entire ques- 
tion of the utility or non utility of quar- 
antines. If it is not portable nor conta- 
gious then quarantining against it is a 
great and monstrous outrage, both 
against the people of infected places and 
the commerce of the country. It is a 
question of momentous import, and 
should demand the attention of govern- 
ment authorities. There should be a 
commission appointed of the most learn- 
ed and scientific men of our profession, 
who are versed in the history ofepidem- 
'ics, and who could set aside preconceived 
theories, and investigate and collect/acte 
in regard to the habitues of yellow fever 
so as to enable them to report unbiased 
and profitably. If it should be ascer- 
tained that it is not contagious and can- 
not be transported, then the barbarous 
and inhuman quarantine should be abol- 
ished. 

Now which of these theories is the 
most plausible ? We will test them by 
facts. Yellow fever never prevails ii> 
cold weather, in fact cold weather abates 
it at once where it is prevailing. It al- 
ways selects localities where there is a 
great deal of filth or in close proximity 
to marshe? or malarious places afler long 
protracted solar heat. 
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CLEANLINESS AS A SURE PBOPHYLAC- 

TIC. 

If a person goes from an infected lo- 
•cality io one where tl^e disease never has 
prevajled he may take it, but no one else 
will take it from him. 

This fact is being now fully verified 
■every day in Louisville. Many persons 
are going there from New Orleans, Mem- 
phis and other places in the South where 
they are taken sick and die, but not a 
single case has yet originated there. 

Some might say that these facts do not 
prove the disease not to be contagious. 

We are not trying to prove a negative, 
but leave the other side to prove the af- 
firmative — that it is contagious. If it 
can be shown that a single case occurred 
independent of contagion or portable 
germ then that theory falls to the 
ground. 

Doctor Woorlhull, Surgeon U. S. A. 
who went to Savannah to enquire into 
the cause and study the h'storv of the 
epidemic of 1876 in that city, after a 
thorough investigation came to the con- 
clusion that it was of lo( al origin. 

He wasstnmgly prejudiced in favor of 
" the importation theory. 

His report is published in the July 
Number of the " American Journal of 
Medical Sciences" for 1877. He says: 
*'The condition of Savannah in the 
fiumraer of 1876 may be epitomized 
as follows: On the west, north, and 
southeast, and in a less degree on the 
■east there were badjy drained lowlands 
that had been flooded by unusually 
heavy rains in J;Une ; on three sides, 
but especially on the west, large amounts 
of garbage were deposited near the 
city; the sewers gave off foul gases, 
sufficientiy to attract general atten- 
tion ; the supply of the city \yater- 
works were drawn from contaminated 
sources; the soil of the city was proba- 
bly saturated with the products of ani- 
mal decomposition, and the wells from 
■vvhich much of the drinking water was 
drawn penetrated this soil ; to the east 
at an average distance of 700 yards was 
tlie open and practically stagnant sewer. 



known as the Bilbo canal, and 400 yards 
further east was a rice pkutation in full 
cultivation. 

While as stated at the outset, I began 
this investigation with the expectation 
of tracing the epidemic to an imported 
source. I have been led step by step, 
contrary to my anticipations to these 
conclusions, to wit : that it is of local or- 
igin and dependent on the unhealthy 
condition of the city and its surround- 
ings. 

The result of Dr. WoodhulPs investi- 
gation, which was thorough and ex- 
haustive, and the facts of its local origin 
being so strong and convincing as to 
change his preconceived theory of the 
exotic origin of yellow fever should have 
great weight in the minds of ail mem- 
bers of the profession who have not had 
equal opportunities to study its charac- 
teristics. Much credit is due him for 
his great pains taking investigation and 
extremely able and unprejudiced reports 

I look upon it as offering, not only 
strong but unanswerable argument in 
favor of the local origin of the Savan- 
nah epidemic of 1876, as well as being 
dependent upon the presence of malaria 
in a virulent form. 

The germ theorists all agree that cer- 
tain conditions must exist in the locali- 
ties where the contagious principle is 
caused before it can take root and pro- 
duce the disease. There must be hot 
weather, filthy streets, etc; in other 
words there must be malaria in due 
quantity to furnish the germ a nidus 
for its proper development. 

Now you see that if* it was not for this 
little mite of a germ, this inconceivable, 
infiiiitesi raal microphyte, the contagio- 
portable theorists might shake hands 
with the malarial theorists. 

At first view it would seem that such 
a sn)all atom might begotton over with- 
out stumbling, but in this it appears we 
are to be disappointed. Ihat itnagi'nary 
particle is to be held out. It must be 
cousin-german to that invisible agent 
that travels over the world producing 
cholera. 
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Laying all theories and pnjudices 
aside I believe all the phenomena of yel- 
low fever can be'accountedfor by taking 
malaria as its cause of production. It 
has its synonim. to some extent, in some 
of the known malarial troubles ; to wit : 
conjestion, remittent^ pernicious inter- 
mittent, and if you please cholera. It 
generally attacks in the night, and is at- 
tended with suppression of urine, resem- 
bling cholera in these regards. It pre- 
vails in localities and at the season of the 
year and under circumstances when and 
where we might expect known malarial 
diseases to prevail, and when all the ele- 
ments are present to constitute malaria. 
It is cut short by the very weather that 
we would expect to oust other malarial 
diseases. As it re;-embles known mala- 
rial troubles in some of its characteris- 
tics, would it net be well to try tha great 
anti-malarial remedy as a prophylactic ? 
Dr. Bell highly recommends the froe use 
of quinine in this way, and as it is an an- 
tidote to malaria generally, I have no 
doubt that if persons living in infected 
localities would keep their systems satu-« 
rated with this remedy it would prevent 
the development of the disease. 

Dr. Bell believes that cholera and trop- 
ical dysentery, as well as yellow fever 
depends on malaria fcr their cause, but 
in varying degices of intensity. He al- 
so believes in the latency of these affec- 
tions ; that persons may after leaving 
localities where the diseases are prevail- 
ing, have them developed in places 
even where they could not originate. 
This has occurred frequently in regard to 
yellow fever and cholera. 

A circumstance occurred recently that 
might by the casual observer be constru- 
ed to favor the theory of portability and 
contagion. I alluded to the case of the 
steamer John Porter, which left New 
Orleans in July some time after the yel- 
low fever prevailed in that city and made 
her way up the Mississippi as far as St. 
Louis, thence to Louisville and up the 
Ohio as faras Gallipolis. some distance 
above Cincinnati. Most of her crew 
had either left or died before reaching 



Louisville, and new hands were obtain- 
ed. She was quarantined at Grallipoli^ 
and not allowed to permit any one to go 
ashore. Several of the recruits took the 
disease aboard and died. Now it seems 
to me that the development of the dis- 
ease aboard that boat can be very ea- 
sily accounted for on tho malarial theory,, 
without paying any attention to the im- 
aginary germ. All the reporters who 
went on board of her represent her con- 
dition as far as filth, and stench from « 
bilge water were concerned, to be most 
intolera(ble. She verily brought the 
New Orleans poison with her, and as the 
weather continued hot during her trip 
several weeks it did not abate any of its 
virulence. A person confined on board 
of that boat with all the surroundings 
w^ere just as much exposed to the cause 
of yellow fever as he would have been 
in an infectea district in New Orleans. 



CHOLAGOGUES. 



Professor Rutherford pointed out that 
clinical observation was very defective 
in regard to the action of medicines on 
the liver. It was difficult to ascertain 
theam^untof bile secreted. Some sub- 
stances resembled the bile in color, as 
rhubarb. Again, when bile had been 
secreted, it was sometimes retained in the 
alimentary canal, especially if the chola- 
gogue were not at the same time a pur- 
gative, as was the case with many sub* 
Htances which acted on the liver. Again 
it had been proved by his experiments 
that all medicines which acted as purga- 
tives, but did not stimulate the liver^ 
lessoened the secretion of bile. This 
law had been clearly demonstrated. Af- 
ter reviewing the methods of experi- 
menting upon the liver by former exper- 
imenters, as Hughes Bennett, Rohrig,. 
and others, and pointing ont whereia 
their methods were defective or falla- 
cious, Profess'U' Rutherford briefly des* 

*Paper presented to the Medioo-Ckirav^eal So« 
ciety of Eiinburgb, June 19th, 1878. 
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cribed how his experiments had been 
conducted. They were all performed 
upon dogs in a state of fasting. The an- 
imal was fed at 4 P. M., and the exper- 
iment was commenced abort 9 o'clock 
the following morning. The animal 
was kept perfectly still by means of cu- 
rara, which paralyzed its movements, 
and artificial respiration was kept up by 
making an opening into the trachea and 
introducing a pair of bellows, worked by 
a small steam engine. The respirations 
at sixteen per minute. It was necessa- 
ry to keep the dog in a state of fasting, 
for when food was being absorbed the 
hepatic cells were rendered more active. 
It «ira8 necessarv to use curard, for chlo- 
roform and ether both increased the ac- 
tivity of the liver. Several observations 
were first made to ascertain how much 
bile was secreted normally by the liver 
in a sriven time. The amount was 
measured every quarter of an hour, and 
the experiment lasted nine or ten hours. 
An opening was made into the abdomen 
in the linea alba, a canula was introdu- 
ced into the common bile duct, and the 
bile was allowed to fall in o a fine cubic 
centimetre measure. The gall-bladder 
was squeezed so as completely to fill the 
canula, and a clamp was placed on the 
cystic duct to prevent the return of the 
bile into the gall-bladder. It was found 
that the flow of biie when no substance 
was applied was tolerably regular, but 
had a tendency to diminish after several 
hours, owing to the exhaustion of the 
liver. The substances were all introdu- 
ced into the duodenum for two reasons; 
first, on account of the large amount of 
mucin in the stomach of the dog; and 
secondly, because many maintained that 
the action of cholaojogues was due to their 
irritating the mouth of the common bile 
duct. 

Professor Rutherford experimented 
with the following substance^ : 

1. Croton Oil. — He commenced with 
this substance because, according to 
Rohrig, it was the most powerful chola- 
gogue. In one experiment he gave 15 
grains, in another 3 graius of croton oil, 



and he found from these experiment* 
that croton oil was a cholagogue of such 
feeble nature that it might well be dis- 
carded. He tried also the action of wa- 
ter alone, and found that it did not affect 
the secretion of bile to any notable ex-* 
tent. 

2. Podophylline. — He injected ip 
grains of this substance, and found only 
u very slight increase of bile, because it 
acted as a too powerful purgative. In 
another case he gave 6 grains of podo- 
phlline, and there was a very constant 
rise in the secretion of bile. As resinoi J 
substancijs were very insoluble unle»» 
mixed with bile, which dissolved such 
substances, he injected 9 grains of podo- 
phylline with a little bile, having previ- 
ously ascertained that such an additions 
did not notably affect the secretion of bile. 
In this case there was much purgation, 
and for the first half hour the secretion of 
biie rose enormously, but afterwards fell 
almost to a stand still. From these ex- 
periments he found that podophylline 
was a powerful cholagogue. As the 
experiment occupied a great deal of time 
Professor Rutherford associated M. Vig"- 
nal with him in their execution. 

3. Castor Oil.— This was the next 
substance tried. He gave one ounce and 
found that it did affect the liver. Oa 
the other hand, as purgation set in there 
was a diminution of the secretion of bile- 
due to the purgation. 

4. Gamboge, — He gave 4 grains, and 
there was no rise, but a decided fall, due- 
to excessive purgation. 

5. Sulphate of Magnesium. — He gave 
60 grains, and after a time another 60 
grains, but noticed only a fall in the 
quantity of bile secreted. 

5. Chloride of Ammonium. — Hegave 
about 20 grains of this substance four 
times repeated, and the secretion fell. 
The effect of purgation was to diminish 
the bile by draining the portal system. 
Part of the bile was normally reabsorbed,, 
and especially the sulphur-containing 
substance, and reconverted into tauro^ 
cholic acid \ but purgatives prevented 
this by washing away the bUe after it 
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had . been poured into the alimeDtiEiry 
canal. 

7» Aloes. — He gave 60 grains, and the 
secretion of bile rose high, and remained 
so for a long time. Small doses affected 
the secretion of bile only slightly. 

8. Rhubarb.— He gave 17 grains four 
times in the form of infusion, and the se- 
cretion of bile rose afterwards. Rhu- 
barb did increase the secretion of bile, 
but was a feeble hepatic stimulant. 

9. Senna. — He gave 45 grains five 
times. It stimulated the liver, but was 
not a very powerful eholagogue, being 
accompanied by purgation. 

10. Colchicum. — He gave 60 grains of 
the extract, and there was a very high 
secretion. It was a decided eholagogue, 
but not a powerful one. 

11. Taraxacum. — He gave 180 grains 
of the extract and afterwards 120 grains, 
and the secretion of bile rose, but eo 
slightly that he concluded that taraxa- 
<?um was an extremely feeble eholagogue. 

12. Scammony. — He gave 4 grains 
and afterwards 8 grains, and found it a 
very feeble eholagogue. 

FEVER OF DENTITION. 



A writer (in Dental cosmos) on the 
high fevers and nervous excitement of 
teething children, threating spasm says: 

As means to allay nervous and arteri- 
al excitability, no medicine in the expe- 
rience of the writer, surpasses the bro- 
maide of potassium, or a combination of 
that salt with veratrum viride. 

To one or two drops oi Norwood's 
tincture of veratrum viride the writer 
conjoins five to ten grains of bromide of 
potassium, repeating the dose every two, 
three, or four hours, as found necessdry. 
If irritability of stomach exists, the bro- 
iinide of camphor may take the place of 
the potassium. 

As tormulee for the first, the follow- 
ing may be given: 

R.*^— Tinet. verat. viride (Norwood's,) 
gtt. VI ii; 

Potass, bromidi, one drachm; 

Aquae, one ounce M. 



A teaspoonful pro re nata. 

In using the veratrum viride it may 
be best to employ it unmfxed with other 
medicines, — that is, where a nur-e is to 
be trusted. Given in drop doses, it can 
be repeated each half hour, or h "ir, un- 
til the frequency of pulse is found to 
yield. It is, however, a formidable 
agent, and is not to be used except "un- 
der close supervision by the physician. 

Lancing the tumid and conjested gums 
is a practice that, in the majority of cases 
will anticipate all necessity for constitu- 
tional medication. A lancet and an 
aperient, or a little iced lemonade, con- 
stitute the therapy commonly demanded 
in practice. 

Concerning irritability engendered in 
the spinal cord by improper motions, 
much is to be said. 

At the present time the writer has un- 
der his professional care a patient, where 
spasms of the neck-muscles of a most un- 
yicldinsj character are traceable directly 
to concussion produced from riding over 
the paved streets, although the carriage 
used by the lady is of the most luxurious 
description. 

The jumping up and down of a baby in 
the arms of a nur-e is, at the dentitional 
period, a reprehensible practice; quiet is 
the indication. 

Not always is it, however, that denti- 
tional irritability is found to have asso- 
ciated with it vascular perversion. It is 
grave to commit fault in such direction 
of diagnosi*^. To make such niistake 
could have no excuse; to learn the con- 
dition implies alone the placing of a fin- 
ger upon the temporal artery, together 
with appreciation of collateral circum- 
stances. — A. B. C. 



TREATMENT OF TYPHOID FE- 

VER. 



In a lecture by Dr. Alonzo Clark, 
reported in the N. Y. Med. Record, he 
remarks : I may safely say to you that 
a case of typhoid fever of averagte 
severity needs no medicine except for the 
relief of cfertain symptoms, such as sleep- 
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lessneas^ perhaps a little urgency in the 
diarriioea, sensation of burning on the 
sumc^^ of the t>ody^ etc. There are a 
great many, cases of tyjjhoid fever which 
need i^p treatment whatever by. way of 
irugs,, but everything by way of man- 
agement of the case. J^tilj, it does hap- 
pen in many pr these cases that some one 
of. the sypptoms requires treatment. 
The diarrhoea, for example, in many 
oases requires restraint. 

Diarrho^ d9e8 not occur in every c^ise 
of typlioid leyer in this country ; perhaps 
it does not occur in two-thirds of the 
cases. The astringent I have referred 
to so frequently .is found to answer a very 
good purpose. It consists of: 

B. Bismuth, subnit dr.i. 



Morphise sulph. . . .gr. i. 
M. et. div. in chart, l^o. 



Xll. 



One to four a day. 

The common astringents tr. kino and 
tr. catechu may be employed, and the 
decoction of blackberry root is sometimes 
very servicable. In some cases it re- 
quires the moderate free use of opium to 
restrain the diarrhoea. 

There is always a cough in typhoid fe- 
ver, but as it is not important in the aver- 
age case, I have not mentioned it until 
now. There is slight bronchial irritation, 
which appears early in the disease, and 
continues usually until the period of 
imperfect anaesthesia is reacned, then it 
may cease. The material raised is com- 
monly a glairy mucus, but in some cases 
the slight bronchitis becomes a catarrh, 
and will require treatment. It will need 
the same treatment as bronchitis occur- 
ring under any other circumstances, ex- 
cept that the tonic expectorants will be 
mopt likely to do good. Perhaps one 
of the best that can be used is the Co. Tr. 
of Benzoin, in doses of ten drops on su- 
gar once in three or four hours. A very 
good combination is the tincture of the 
balsam of tolu and the mistura guaia- 

.B. Mist, guaiaci dr.j. to Sss. 

Tr. balsam tolu gtts. vj. to x. 

This can be repeated every two, three, 



or four hours. Sometimes the inhala 
tion of the vapors of warm water seems 
to be rcfquired for one or two hours each 
day. 

EesUesaneza is one of the prominent 
features of the disease, and that will 
very frequently be entirely quieted .by 
sponging the surface of the body with 
warm or cold water. If the tempera- 
ture is high cold water is better than 
warpa ; and in some caises a Dover pow— 
der will be required. 

The temperafure of the body will require 
your attention. In many cases of ty- 
phoid fever it does not rise to a danger- 
ous point ; in a few cases it does. You 
will see the greater number of cases go 
through the entire course of the disease 
without the temperature at any time 
reaching 105^ F. In a case of average 
severiety the maximum temperature is- 
about 104^ F. in occasional cases it 
reaches 106° F. or 107° F., and then you 
will either give quinine in pretty decid- 
ed doses or use cold water for its reduc- 
tion. If thf patient is a young person,, 
the cold bath is the most convenient 
means of reducing the temperature, and 
certainly the most efficacious. The tem- 
perature of the bath should be only ten 
degrees below the temperature of the 
body when the patient is first put into 
it. If the temperature of the body be 
102° F., the patient may be placed in a 
bath having a temperature of 95° F. ; 
then some of the warm watar can be re- 
moved, and be replaced by cold water 
until the bath has been reduced to 80° 
F, If the patient is permitted to remain 
in the bath twenty minutes, the temper- 
ature is usually reduced 1 2 3 4 or 5 de- 
grees. 

He is then removed from the bath, put 
back into bed, and it will be ssveral 
hours, usually, before the teniperature 
will rise as high as it was before using the 
bath. When it rises, another bath is to 
be given, and in that manner you will 
go on repeating the bath as often as may 
be necessary to keep the temperature be- 
low the point of danger. 

The son of one of the P^fessors iq* 
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the collie has within the present season 
had typhoid fever. In his case the bath 
was used aboiit five times a day for 
several days, and always with the result 
of reducing the temperature ^nd afford- 
ing great relief to the patient. 

For the hemorrhage from the bowels 
there is but little that can be dooe^ un- 
less^ in addition to absolute rest, the fluid 
extract of ergot be administered. . 

For the perforation of the bowels^ I 
have some iaith in the opium treatment. 
As I told you^ I feel confident that I 
saved one doctor's life by the narcotiz- 
ing influence of opium^ and there is no 
objection in typhoid fever to the admin- 
istration of this drug. 

"Grave fed fevers," typhoid fever as 
well as typhus ; and now we come to the 
two essentials in the treatment of this 
disease. I am in the habit of repeating 
the old proverb, "Stuff a cold, and starve 
a fever,'' and then add that we stuff them 
both nov/. First, then, the administra- 
tion, steadily and preservingly, of such 
food as can be absorbed by the stomach. 
We cannot talk much of digestion ; the 
stomach is in a diseased condition, and 
cannot digest well, consequently every- 
thing solid in the way of food is out of 
the question. Most of these patients 
dispose of milk pretty well. For all 
those who can dispose of it, milk is the 
best food that can be used. For those 
who cannot use it, you will be obliged to 
do the best you can with beef-tea, raw 
egg beaten up with water, and made of 
Auch consistancy that it can be taken 
with a spoon ; and the expxessed juice of 
beef. The beef- tea does not contain a 
great deal of nourishment, and when it 
can be used, milk is a much better arti- 
cle of food. 

The expressed juice of beef answers 
very well, and can be obtained by cook- 
ing a piece of steak so as just to crust 
the two surfaces, and then cutting it into 
pieces and squeezing the juice out with a 
lemon-squeezer. The broths are given 
rather as diluted food in the early part 



ishment, but as the disease advances, the 
food should be more and more sustaining. 
In cases in which the stomach fails to 
retain the food, nutritious enemata should 
be employed. You will remember that 
the disease which produces the diarrhoea, 
is in the small intestine, not in the large. 
The other essential of which I wish to 
speak is fresh air, but I wiil reserve that 
for the opening of the next lecture. 

CAUTERIZATION OF CERVIX 
IN VOMITING OF PKEGNAN- 
CY. 



BY JOHN M. BORING, M.D., ATLANTA, GA. 

My attention was called to an article 
on "The Vomiting of Pregnancy and 
its Treatment^' published in the "Lon- 
don Lancet'' in which is detailed the his- 
tory of quite a number of cases of vomit- 
ing of pregnancy and its treatment by 
Dr. Jones, of Chicago, aud Dr. Marion 
Sims, of New York. I was so favorably 
impressed by the history of the cases de- 
tailed by Drs. Jones and Sims, that 1 
;pesolved to give the treatment suggested, 
and so successfully practised by them, a 
fair test in the first case that fell into 
my hands. I had but a few days to wait 
before an opportunity presented itself. 

On June 20, I was consulted by a 
gentleman living a few miles in the 
country in relation to his wife, who, he 
stated, could retain nothing on her 
stomach. After making the inquiry, as 
to her general health, etc., usual in such 
cases, I decided that pregnancy existed, 
and was the cause of all the trouble. I 
prescribed for the lady, and instructed 
her husband to let me hear from her in 
a day or two ; if not relieved. He came 
back and reported her no better. I 
then prescribed alterative doses of sacha- 
rated calomel ; also Creosote Emulsion, 
with Sub. Nit. Bismuth. In a few days 
he returned and reported no improve- 
ment, and stated that she was decidedly 



worse, and that he, wanted me to see her 
,a£ the disease, when it is supposed that] immediately. I saw her in the afternoon 
the patient should not take much nour-jofthe sixth day, from the time of my 
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firsfc prescription. She was truly in a 
precarious condition; she could not retain 
anything in the stonaach, not even ice; 
she was emaciated, and her countenai^ce 
denoted great anxiety and distress. I 
then ordered Oxalate of Cerium, gr. ii. 
every two hours. I was not prepared to 
carry out the sugjrestions of Drs.' Jones 
and Sims at that visit, as I had no spec- 
ulum with me, I visited her again on the 
next day. I found her in, truly, a de- 
plorable, and, to all appearances, alarm- 
ing condition. She looked haggard and 
worn out — in fact, was complexly pros- 
trated; the husband and friends seemed 
apprehensive that she would certainly 
4ie. I resolved then to try the application 
of the Nitrate of Silver to the Os I^teri. 
After the necessary preparations I in- 
troduced the speculum and found the 
Cervix very large and soft ; the os uteri 
not ulcerated, but imflamed ; opened suf- 
ficiently to receive the index finger with 
ease. I applied the solid nitrate of sil- 
ver to the OS uteri, passing the pencil or 
stick of caustic, some three- fourths of an 
inch through the os into the cervix ; 
I, of course, used care in making the 
application, so as to produce the whiten- 
ed appearance usual on the apfilication 
of caustic. All other treatment was 
stopped. I did not see or hear from 
the lady for one week. When I called 
to see her at the end of one week I was 
agreeably surprised to find her up and 
attending to her domestic afiairs. She 
informed me that the sick stomach and 
vomiting ceased in one day after the 
application of the caustic^ and that her 
appetite improved from the time the 
sickness ceased. I made another appli- 
cation of the caustic to the os as at the 
first application producing similar results 
of a whitentd appearance. I have not 
visited the lady since ; but have heard 
from her repeatedly. There has been 
no return of the sick stomach ; her health 
is excellent. She is now in her seventh 
month of pregnancy. At the time of 
the cauterization she was about three 
and a half months advanced in pregnan- 
cy. I wo lid here remark that this is 
her second pregnancy. She is a lady ofi 



fine general health ; never sick much in 
her life ; was married twelve years be- 
fore the biith of the iBrst child— a fine 
healthy boy. This case is so analagous 
to one or two included in the number 
of cases reported by Drs. Jones and 
Sims, and the treatment so effectual and 
satisfactory to myself and patient — put- 
ing an end to such agonizing sufiering 
as she was erduriug — that I am induced 
to present it for publication. I hope 
that my professional brethren will avail 
themselves of the first opportunity to 
try this remedy, and report the results 
to the Profession as I am firmly per- 
sauded that in it we have found a relia- 
ble remedy for this hitherto intractable 
and distressing affection. 

TREATMENT OF UTERINE FI- 
BROIDS WITH GALVANISM 
BY PROFOUND PUNCTURE 



Is the title of a most valuable article 
in the July number, 1878, of the Amer^ 
lean Journal of Medical Science8 by Drs. 
Oilman Kimball and Emphraim Cutter, 
The paper is the one which was substan- 
tially, if not verbally, offered at the re- 
cent session of the American Medical 
Association. The treatment by the plan 
indicated in the article was begun in 1871 
Of the 50 cases treated since that time, 
in seven cases, the growth was not ar- 
rested ; four died ; in thirty-two cases 
the growth was arrested ; three cases 
were relieved and four cases cured. 

The battery used by these gentlemen 
consists of eight plates each of carbon 
and zinc, 9 by 6 inches. The first four 
pairs are arranged zine and carbon; the 
remaining four carbon and zine. They 
are pierced with three circular holes, 
arranged triangularly — two at the top, 
and one in the centre, below. Cylinders 
of hard rubber run through and secure 
the plates in position by means of nuts. 
The conductors are made of copper, and 
are properly insulated; at their extremities 
are the electrodes. The solution used 
in the battery is made by the following 
formula: — R. Pottassium bichromate, 
saturated solution, Oj; sulphuric acid, 
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Svii. Quantity of current is what is re- 
quired, and it must be profoundly ap^ 
pTi^dj and galvanic action must be con- 
fined to the tumor alone. 

The zinc electrode comes ayvay readi- 
ly after tte operation, but the carbon 
electrode sticks in the tissues This is cited 
as an evidence of the pass^e of the gal- 
vanic current through the electrodes. 
. The duration of the application of, the 
electrbcies lias varied from three to fif- 



teen minutes. In each individual ease 




The electrodbs may be introduced di- 
rectly through the abdominal^ or Jiihe- 
vaginal, or the rectal walls, into ' the 
fibroid- 

Of the fifty cases, only three seem to 
have been negressies. — ''Virginia Medi- 
cal* Monthly.'' 



ABSTMACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



I^ROCEEDINGS IN FRENCH SO- 
CIETIES. 



Academy of Medicine, Paris. — 
Semon JvJy 25, 1878. — M. E. I^ancer- 
eaux presented a paper whic^ had been 
read before the International Geograph- 
ical Congress, 1875, entitled: 

Geographical Dikribution of Pvlmo- 
nary Phthisis, — ^The disease is found in 
JBill climates and among all people, but it 
is not equally destructive everywhere. 
Relatively rare in polar regions, the dis- 
ease prevails more especially in temper- 
ate climates, and remarkably so in dense 
populations, and particularly in great in- 
dustrial centers. It is of common oc- 
currence in the tropics too where its 
course is very rapid. But these general 
notices only give a vague idea of cosmi- 
cal influences in the production of phthi- 
sis. In order to arrive at an exact con- 
clusion on the ethiological conditions of 
the disease, be had been obliged to ana*- 
lyse, in a wide sense, climate in its chief 
elements, temperature, moisture, dry- 
ness, altitude, etc., and to take into ac- 
count the habits, way of living, muscu- 
lar activity of diflerent communities and 
tribes, and he had arrived at the follow- 
ing conclusions : cold has no influence 
in the genesis of tuberculosis; t^e in- 
habilarits of elevated regions, 800 to 
1,OQO yards above the level of the sea, 
are as exempt, as those liviijig in polar 
latituiles. On tne contrary those inhale 



iting low, damp and warm districts are 
very subject to- phthisis. Crowded quar- 
ters, poor yentilation, with food unsuited 
to the climate, excess in alcoholic bever- 
ages, and lack of muscular exercise are 
circumstances which most favor the de- 
velopment of tubercle. Savags tribes 
do not suffer from this disease which dec- 
imates the civilized races : hence this con- 
clusion, tfiat tubercular phlhisis is a dis- 
ease of civilization, and it is the duty of 
the State to procure its destruction. Ta 
attain this. Doctor Lancereaux demand& 
laws regulating the construction of 
houses, increased breadth of streets and 
abundant air space, not only for soldiers 
in barracks, but for workmen in facto- 
ries, families in tenement houses, chil- 
dren in schools, students in colleges and 
all those in the humblest positions. — 
Lancet anc2 Clinic. 



POKRO^S OPERATION; AN- 
OTHER SUCCESSFUL CASE. 



M. Wasseiee reported to the Aoademie 
royale de Belgiqiie a completely success- 
ful operation of Porro, prefacing the re- 
port with a history of the operation and 
a comment of comparison between it and 
the Caesarean section. The author claimed 
that. only two cases had resulted fatally 
after this' operation, while it is probal)le 
that all ihe jpatients wopldf ,have d/ed af- 
ter Ciesarean section,. We give telow a 
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very brief account of the caseaod the 
^peratioo: , 
. Jo^phiue MojBid, racfajtio, hight 1. 2, 
m., sjAcro-pubic diameter 0.04 m., mark- 
ed dinuDUtion of all the diameters of the 
pelvis; was examined during the seventh 
month of pregnancy and directed to pre- 
sent herself at the hospital at the ioti- 
mations of labor. She entered during 
the service of M. Wasseigo^ April 14th, 
1878, at 6^ o^clock p. m., having been in 
labor already three hours. 

The operation was performed at nine 
o'clock p. m.y in the presence M. Vaust, 
•director of the Maternite, M M. Pluck- 
er, Closon and Dezhamps, assistants, 
and Drs. Lebeau and Bidlot with 
the entire cortege of the antiseptic meth- 
od of Lister. The rectum and bladder 
were emptied by injection and catheteri- 
zation, and the patient was put thor* 
oughly nnder chloroform before the op- 
eration was commenced. 

M. W::sseigo now made an incision de- 
scending from the umbilicus to o.o4 m. 
above the symphisie pubis. The uterus 
having been uncovered, the incision was 
completed over the index finger with a 
blunt pointed bistoury. The uterus was 
then opened"*" and the foetus rapidly ex- 
tracted. The child, a female, was full 
of life. The operator now raided the 
uterus with its adnexa out of the pelvic 
cavity by traction upon the incised edges. 
The placenta fell forwards and was re- 
meved, The uterine incision was now 
seen to run along the lower half of the 
anterior fitpe of uie organ, a situation ac- 
counted for by the position of the uterus 
elevated in the abdominal cavity on ac- 
count of the contraction of the pelvis. 
The ecraseur was now adjusted about op- 
posite to the internal os in order to have 
the whole uterine wound above the chain 
when the entire organ was cut off with a 
long bistoury, without the escape of eveu 
a drop of blood. The ecraseur was then 
used as. a clamp and the bistoury was 

the nteruB only after Its ablation from the pel- 
vie tMiTiiy, au itepi^otekAak whose admntage ii 



passed across, dividing everything o.o2 
m. above the chain. 

The uterine stump formed a veritable 
rose at the lower angle of the uterine sec- 
tion. A long, strong needle was passed 
through it to prevent its retraction 
with in the abdominal cavity. The chain 
of the ecraseur being now removed, a 
drainage tube was inserted into the cul- 
de-84c of Douglas ; the toilet of the peri« 
tonium was C4)mpleted and the abdomi- 
nal wound was closed at four points with 
metallic suture enchevUlee and a whole se- 
ries of superficial sutures of silver wire. 

The patient was then bathed with a 
carbolized solution and the uterine stump 
was cauterized with a solution of chlo- 
ride of zinc eight times. The ligature 
chain about the stump, the needle and 
the stump itselt were enveloped in the 
Lister dressing and two caoutchouc sacs 
filled with ice were placed upon the ab- 
domen. The time occupied during the 
operation and the dressing was one hour. 

The child weighed 2,580 grammes, 
and was 48^ centimeters in length. The 
uterus and its adnexa weighed 765 
grammes. 

The mother recovered perfectly and 
left the hospital with a healthy child. 
May 24, forty days after the operation. 

Details of the case and operation will 
be published in the next number of the 
Bulletin of the Academy — Gazette Heb- 
domfidsdre, June 7th, 1878. — Clinic. 

TING. IODINE IN FEVERS. 



Dr. Laughlin (in Lancet and Clinic) 
says, "I have extended its use to the 
treatment of remittent and the so-called 
typho-malarial fevers in connection with 
other appropriate remedies, with good 
effect, Ita property ot relieving nausea 
and vomiting makes it very valuable in 
cases of remittent attended with these con-* 
ditioBS. I feel confident that it aids ma- 
terially in cutting short remitlent fever. 

In cbf onic ague it would seem to ful- 
fill a double indication by reducing th# 
enlarged spleen^ and at the same time ar- 
resting, the pyrexia. Latterly I have 
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used and .prefer Lugol's solution to the 
tincture^ as it is in a condition to mix 
readily with water — with which it should 
always be lar^ly diluted — and is some- 
what less liable to decomposition by long 
standing ; giving it in doses of ten to 
twelve drops three times a day in ague, 
and five to eight drops every six hours 
in fever without regard to pyrexia; 
while watching its effects upon the schnei- 
derian and pharyngeal mucous mem- 
brane. Dr. Munro gave the tincture in 
from fifteen to twenty-five drop doses 
three times a day. In cases of chronic 
malarial cachexia where a combination 
of iron, quinine, arsenic and strychnine 
are indicated, I have found the combi- 
nation with iodine or its simultaneous 
administration of great importance in the 
reduction of the enlarged spleen. 

THE AMBULATORY TREAT. 
MENT OF PSORIASIS VULGARIS. 



The author says that, as is known, 
the treatment of psoriasis is a difficult 
and thankless task. By the greatest 
patience and perseverance only tempo- 
rary abatement is attained, and not 
rarely a new and more intractable erup- 
tion follows; of the agents hitherto em- 
ployed, some are not without danger 
from long use, as arsenic ; some are too 
troublesome, as baths, inunctions, etc.; 
some too painful, as friction with brush- 
es, yieminck's solution, etc.; and finally, 
the greater part are without effect. It 
is therefore no wonder that even the 
most eminent authorities include this 
among the incurable skin diseases. 

The above facts, the author thinks, jus- 
tify him in publishing a method of treat- 
ment without danger, cleanly and cheap. 
With the prospect of a cure, intelligent 
patients can not only be treated without 
confinement, but pursue the treatment 
without the oversight of the physician. 

Crystalized carbolic acid drij is dis- 
solved in ozj of collodion, and brushed 
over the affected portions of skin. When 
the eruption is limited it may all be 
brushea over at once, but where it is ex« 



tensively diffused, a gradual applieatioD 
i8 preferable, say one day an arm, and 
after two or three days the other arm, or 
foot, etc. This precaution should be ob- 
served to prevent carbolic acid poisoning 
since it readily passes from the skin into- 
the blood. The application is not re* 
peated as long as the collodion remains 
fixed to the skin. It is superfluous to 
put on fats. The physician should apply 
the solution, for often a patient makes a 
misuse of medicaments. 

in a few minutes after the painting: 
pain arises, but it is endurable, and doe» 
not continue more than ten or fifteen 
minutes. In a few 4ays the patient and 
physician will be surprised to find that 
the eruption has lost its original charac- 
ter. Instead of the nasty, red, fissured^ 
bleeding appearance there are seen smoothr 
shining flat collodion flecks which are 
not disturbed by washing, baths, or fric- 
tion of the clothes. 

G. has also found that psoriasis spots 
not brushed, sometimes disappear, as it 
seems, from absorption of the carbolic 
acid. His observation has noted no out- 
break of the e»raption in new places as 
occurs with other methods of curc. 

The application must continue as long^ 
as the seat of the eruption is red and in- 
filtrated. The treatment on the whole' 
may require 2, 3 or more months, but 
when the convenience and ease are con- 
sidered this will not appear lone. 

Concerning relapses they need excite 
no apprehension, since they again give 
way under the same treatment. — Lancet 
& Qinio. 



RECENT PROGRESS IN PATH- 
OLGICAL ANATOMY. 



BY R. H. FITZ, M. D. 



[From the Boaton Medioal and Surgical JoamaL} 



PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY. 



Regeneration of Nerves. — ^Gluck 
has recently conducted a series of experi- 
ments with reference to the healing of 
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nerves after they have been cuf. The 
sciatic nerve of fowls and the pneumo- 
gastric of rabbits were exposed and cut 
through; the results of the operation de* 
pending upon the subsequent relation of 
the cut ends to each other. 

Immediately after the section was 
made^ the nerve fibres projected beyond 
the retracted sheath, and the myeline es- 
caped. The cut ends were united dur- 
ing the next few days by a grayish white 
translucent tissue. If a considerable 
portion (one centimetre or more) of the 
nerve was removed, the intervening gray 
tissue became converted into a dense 
fibrous callous, no regeneration of the 
nerves occurred, permanent paralysis 
resulted, and the animals died during 
the subsequent five months. When, 
however, the cut ends were closely uni- 
ted, without the removal of a portion of 
the nerve, the results were quite differ- 
ent, being the more &vorable the less the 
displacement. In certain cases, where 
the nerve was simply perforated, longi- 
tudinal rows of fusiform cells, surround- 
ed by abundant homogeneous intercel- 
lular substance, were found within 
seventy-two hours after the operation. 
These bridged over the interval between 
the cut ends, sometimes extending from a 
central to a peripheral fibre. After eight 
days the ends were united by non-medul- 
lated nerve fibres, which slowly and 
gradually became thicker. 

When the nerve was wholly cut across^ 
and the ends united by sutures, the heal- 
ing process took place in a similar man- 
ner, more time being required. Within 
eighty hours after the operation the 
wound was closed by a gray granulation 
tissue, in which, within a fortnight, 
spindle cells arose, apparently from the 
nuclei of the neurilemma, and served to 
unite the cut axial fibres, a differentiaton 
into axjs-cylinder and myeline apparent- 
ly took place later within these cells. 

The author considers that the newly- 
formed fibres arise from these large gran- 
ular spindle cells, which are to be re- 
garded as of new formation rather than 
as outgrowths from pre-existing fibres. 



They resemble ganglion oells rather than 
those of connective tissue. 

The results of the histological exami- 
nation were confirmed by physiological 
experiment, the time of the return of the 
function to the nerve trunks correspond- 
ing with the appearances observed under 
the microscope. — Bosi Med. and 8ur* 
Jour. 



AIDS TO LABOR. 



Dr. Spalding in Detroit Aeademy of 
Medicine in opposing abuse of the for- 
ceps remarks : 

What other means can be employed 
to diminish the time of labor, and there- 
by its suffering? As prominent in effi- 
cacy among such means, I would enu- 
merate : 1st. Firm and persistent 
pressure, made upon the uterine neck 
with eveiy pain. 2d. The application of 
belladonna to the uterine neck. 3d. 
The early rupture of the membranes. 
4th, The proper use of uterine motor 
stimulants. 5th. A proper regard for 
the position of the patient 

I am in the habit of regarding a labor 
as fairly commenced when with uterine 
pains the uterine neck is dilated to the 
size of a quarter dollar. 

My experience has made me positive, 
that from this time forward, by the em- 
ployment of the measures above indica- 
ted, the duration of the first stage of la- 
bor can be diminished at least one half, I 
would therefore stimulate uterine action 
by making decided pressure with the 
finger upon the uterine neck upward un- 
der the public arcade, with every pain, 
which has the effect not only to increase 
most decidedly the force of the pains, but 
not unfrequently in cases where there is 
marked inactivity of the uterus, pains 
can be excited at will by this procedure. 
Belladonna also is of undoubted utility 
in assisting relaxation, and thereby fa- 
cilitating dilatation of the uterine neck. 
If belladonna ointment be used to lubri- 
cate the finger we secure thereby its con- 
tinuous effect. If now as soon as the os 
has become dilated to the sise of a half 
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foliar, the amniolic liquid be evacuated 
by rupture of the membraneSy the uterus 
will after a few moments of rost, contract 
with increased force, its previous disten- 
tion preventing its complete action, just 
as a bladder is semi-paralyzed by over 
distention. 

Should there exist a degree of uterine 
inertia calling for &rthar stimulation, we 
may now administer a uterine motor 
stimulant, perhaps a cup of very strong 
coffee, which has this effect ; even a drink 
of ice-water will have the effect. Al- 
coholic stimulation will almost always 
do it; but undoubtedly the most reliable 
agents, yet ascertained, are quinine and 
the old stand-by, secale cornutnm or er- 
got of rye, which I am free to admit, I 
am in the habit of using. I am aware 
that there is a strong antipathy in the 
minds of many against the use of ergot ; 
they claiming tnat there is danger of 
lacerating the perineum, and causing 
stilUbirchs as the result of too violent 
pains produced. 

I simply reply that it is no argument 
against the proper use of morphine, for 
instance, that while you were endeavor*^ 
ing to overcome an attack of colic it 
would be possible to give enough to kill 
your patient. You are supposed to give 
it in proper and safe doses, and so with 
ergot. Squibb's fluid extract of ergot I 
have found generally reliable, if fresh. 
If two thiids of a teaspoonful is given it 
will act in from one-half to three- fourths 
of an hour ; if not it may be safely re- 
peated. My rule is then, give enough to 
produce the desired effect and then stop. 

I mentioned aJso position of the pa- 
tient as a point to be looked after, for it 
will sometimes happen with a patient ly- 
ing for instance in a twisted position, 
half upon the back and half upon the 
side, that rotation of the head in the pel- 
vic concavity will be prevented and the 
action of the uterus for a long time ren- 
dered unavailing, 9 condition of things 
which a change of position will rectify at 
once. . . 

It will , be seen that by the employ- 
Ddent of the above meana we have ren- 



dered valuable assistance to our patient 
from the very comlinencement i^her lobar, 
and it is not until now, when the os uteri 
is fully dilated, that it is possible to ren- 
der any assistance whatever with the 
forceps. But the previous and continue 
ous stimulation of the uterus which we 
have excited will be continued, and un- 
less there be a serious disproportion be- 
tween the head of the child and the pel» 
vis of the mother the remainder of her 
labor will be very brief. So that unless 
adjustment of a malposition is required, 
or a disproportion exists, or the occur- 
rence of some complication, as convul- 
sions, exhaustion, or hemorrhage, reni^ 
dering a few minutes valuable, the use of 
the forceps !s unnecessary. 

In verificatiou of what I have claimed 
I may be permitted to state that in the 
last 100 consecutive cases of confinement, 
which I have conducted, I have not 
used the forceps onee, although encoun- 
tering the same variety of cases as are or- 
dinarily considered as justifying the use 
of the forceps. 

Furthermore, the average time in which 
I have been engaged is less than ttoo 
hours, the longest being four hours. 

Mr. President — While my own expe- 
rience has proven to my satisfaction the 
truth of the principles herein stated, I 
have laid no particular claim to original- 
ity. I have simply attempted to drag 
up from their dormant slumber a few 
practical truths, already well known but 
unused to the extent which they deserve. 

Let us not, when dealing with life, 
death and sufferiug, allow our fondness 
for operating to prevent us from giving 
our patients the benefit of aU that is 
known to be practical for the relief of 
their suffering. 

Conservative surgery is the order of 
the day ; we no longer estimate a sur- 
geon's skill by the number of limbs 
which he has sacrificed, but rather by 
the number saved. If this is an indioa- 
tion of progress in surgery, how long 
must we wait for obstetrieiacs to &11 into 
line and cease to pride theomelv^ «poa 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RE(X)RD. 



309 



their increasing: ratio of fot^cepe delive- 
ries ? — Detroit Lancet, 



ETHER AND CHOLOFORM IN 
PUERPERAL CONVULSIGNS. 



To the tHiior of The Medical Record, 
Sir: — Supplementary to what I have 
said in your issue of Sept. 14th on the 
anaesthetic treatment of puerperal con- 
vulsions, I wish to put on record the 
following testimonials : 

Dr. John Crowell. Haverhill Mass., in 
a letter to me, dated September 13, 1878, 
says: 

"Judging from my own experience, 
maily more patients are saved by anse- 
thesia than by the old methods adopted 
in my early practice.^' 

Dr. G. W. Garland, Lawrence, Mass., 
writes that he considers "the anaesthetic 
treatment as invaluable, and cannot be 
dispensed with.'^ He has, however, nev- 
er treated a case without other remedies. 

From Dr. Enoch Cross, the oldest 
physician in Newburyport, now nearing 
his eighth decade : 

"I have had experience in all kinds of 
treatment of that dire disease. In my 
earlier years I used to witness disastrous 
results, hut since I have trusted to ether, 
have had uniform success.'' 

Dr. F. A. Howe, Newberyport: 
"Full and continious anaesthesia alone 
can be relied on in urgent cases.'' Dr. 
Howe, who has had many cases, trusts 
mainly to ether, or if he could not ob- 
tain ether, would use chloroform. He 
also uses, as adjuncts, chloral hydrate 
and the bromides. 

Dr. J. A. Donjrlass, of Amesburv, 
claims good results from veratum in large 
doses. 

From Dr. Gilman Kimbalf, of Low- 
ell, letter bearing dale Sept. 13th : 

"I have seen but one case treated with 
ether, and that seemed to show its good 
effect." 

JUr. H. J. Gushing, of Merrimac, re- 
ports five cases. Two of them were fa- 
tal. In one no ether was used, and in 
the other it does not seem to have been 



administered preaervingly. In the three 
cases that recovered ether was freely ns- 
ed. ' 

Dr. S. J. Potter, Hamilton, Ohio. Dr. 
P. is an eclectic of repute in the West. 
(From a letter dated 14th inst.) : 

I employ chloroform and ether, of 
each equal part*, by inhilation, in the 
treatment of puerperal convulsions, and 
venesection, too, if the patient be ple- 
thoric. Chloroform is as safe as ether, 
and more prompt. I use these remedies 
in all cases in the above-mentioned pro- 
portions." 

Dr. W. H. Kimball, of Andover, 
Mass. Dr. K. is President of our Essex 
North Medical Society. (Letter dated 
the 17 th in'it.) : 

"Have chiefly relied on inhilation of 
ether in treataient of puerperal convul- 
sions for many years. I have more faith 
in this course than in any other." — Med- 
ical Record, 



BRYONIA AND DRASERA IN 

THE TREATMENT OF WHOOP- 
ING-COUGH. 



Dr. Louvet-Lamare. {U Annee Med- 
icahy June, 1878, p. 105.) 

The author gives in the fir.4 or ca- 
tarrhal stage of the disease a daily dose 
of 1 gram of the tincture of bryonia to a 
child of seven years. The medicine 
does not abridge this stage, but it very 
sensible* diminishes the tracheo-bronchi- 
tis, which is then the only morbid mani- 
festation ; moreover, being bitter, it 
strimulates the appetite, and does not oc- 
casion nausea. 

When the characteristic cough occurs, 
he gives the tincture of drasera in daily 
doses of 1 gram for a cnild of seven years, 
»nd*the frequence and violence of the 
coughing fits at once diminish. The 
value of this treatment has been proved 
in a large number of cases, and la'so in 
the fits of couj^hing, in certain cases of 
bronchitis, and even in phthisis, though 
not so marked as in pertussis. But lit- 
tle success has been obtained from it in 
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coaghs caused by laryngitis and laryngo* 
tracmitis. 

The dose may be increased by 5 drops 
or more every second day without dan- 
ger, as it is not poisonous. The cough 
diminishes still more, but usually lasts 
for two or three weeks before convales- 
cence. If, on the contrary it be given 
to a child who has had the cough for 
three weeks or so, one may expect to 
cure Vie loorsl cases in a few days From 
a large numl)er of cases thus treated, the 
author concludes that the disease may 
be shortened to at least one half the time 
required by change oi air, which is often 
impofi-sible. — Chicago Med. Joumai. 



TAPPING A VOMICA IN PHTHI- 
SIS. 



Williams. — {Bt\ Med. Jour.y July 20, 
1878.) 

A patient aged twenty-eigrht, had had 
consumptive disease for six years. A 
large cavity wich pleuritic adhesions had 
formed at the base of the left lung, be- 
sides others in other parts. The cough 
was harrassing, the expectoration very 
profuse (nearly a litre every 24 hours,) 
and very offensive. Microscopical ex- 
amination showed that lung degenera- 
tion was rapidly advancing. At the 
writer's request, Mr. Erichsen introduced 
a large-sized trocar and cannula between 
the seventh and eighth ribs, and with- 
drew a litre of foetid pus ; the operation 
being somewhat difficult on account of 
the toughness of the fibrotic lung. Re- 
lief was immediate, all foetor ceased, both 
pulse and temperature fell, and the ex- 
pectoration was reduced to 60-100 C. C. 
Limited pneumothorax and cutaneous 
emphysema followed, the latter soon sub- 
siding. Even at the expiration of a 
month, the discharge was slight. The 
cavity had several times been washed 
out with antiseptic fluids. 

The operation had previously been 
done in this country by Dr. Pepper, in 
England by Dr. Ramadge, in Gxjrmany 
by Dr. Mosler, and by others. The 
practice is only suited to exceptional 



cases, such as those of foetid expectora^ 
tion. It has been recommended to ac- 
complish the same purpose by catheter- 
is^tion of the air-passages, by large thor- 
acentesis, by aspiration, by caustic and 
by galvano-caustic, the latter preferred 
by Koch of Berlin 

A VEHICLE FOR QUININE. 



Milk is recommended as a good sol- 
vent of quinine and is ^aid to disguise 
its bitterness. One grain will dissolve 
in an ounce of milk, and render it scarce- 
ly bitter, while two grains do not make 
it markedly bitter. Further, five grains 
dissolved in two ounces of milk do not 
render it very unpleasant, while, put 
in a tumbler of milk, the bitterness 
all but disappears. Mr. Palmer, of the 
Birmingham General Dispensary, uses 
a solution of quinine in glycerine — one 
grain to one drachm. A dose of this 
can be given in a wineglassful of milk. 
Milk would seem to be a good vehicle 
in which to give quinine to children, 
but with regard to solubility it appears 
strange that so few doctors make use 
of the neutral sulphate of quinine, which 
is soluble in water without the addi- 
tion of acid, and which, therefore offers 
every facility for administering quinine 
in a liquid form. — Lancet & Qinic. 

TREATMENT OF MAMMARY 

ABSCESS. 



Dr. S. W. Gould, of Ai^josy, Ind., 
gives, in the Med. and Sur. Reporiery his 
treatment for threatened mammary ab- 
scess, under whi^h, for a decade, he has 
not been obliged to lance a single breast. 
It consists in the application of chloro- 
form and glycerine, equal parts. As the 
substances are of unequal weight, the 
phial containing them should be thor- 
oughly shaken, the mixture quickly ap- 
plied, and the part covered with oiled 
silk, or something equally impermeable, 
to prevent too rapid evaporation. So 
confident is he of the efficacy of this 
remedy that, after a ten years' trial of it, 
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be is led to consider a gathered breast an 
evidence of professionaT negleot — Ddroii 
LoayosL 



PROCEEDINGS IN FRENCH SO- 
CIETIES. 



Academy op Medicine, Pabis. — 
Semm Jviy 25, 1888. — M. E. Lancer- 
«aux presented a paper which had been 
read before the Interaational Geograph- 
ical Congress, 1875, entitled: 

OeographiocU Dikribution of Pulmo^ 
^ary Phthisis. — The disease is found in 
.all climates and among all people, but it 
is not equally destructive everywhere. 
Relatively rare in polar rej2;i()ns, the dis- 
•ease prevails more especially in temper- 
ate climates, and remarkably so in dense 
populations, and particularly in great in- 
dustrial centers. It is of common oc- 
currence in the tropics too where its 
oourse is very rapid. But these general 
notices only give a vague idea of cosmi- 
<!al influences in the production of phthi- 
sis. In order to arrive at an exact con- 
illusion on the ethnologic 1 conditions of 
the di^-ease, he had been obliged to ana- 
lyse, in a wide sense, climate in its chief 
elements, temperature, moisture, diy- 
Bess, altitude, etc., and to take into ac- 
count the habits, way of living, muscu- 
lar activity of different communities and 
tribes, and he had arrived at the follow- 
ing conclusions : cold has no influence 
in the genesis of tuberculosis ; the in- 
habitants of elevated regions, 800 to 
1,000 yards above the level of the sea, 
are as exempt as those living in polar 
latitudes. On the contrary those inhab- 
iting low, damo and warm districts are 
very subject to phthisis. Crowded quar- 
ters, poor ventilation, with vfood unsuited 
to the climate, excess in alcoholic bever- 
ages, and lack of* muscular exercise are 
circumstances which most favor the de- 
velopement of tubercle. Savage tribes 
do not suffer from this .disease which dec- 
imates the civilized races, hence .this con- 
•elusion, thai tubeixular phthisis is a disease 
of civilization f and.it is the duty of the 
State.to procure its destruction. To at- 



tain this, Doctor Lancereaux demands 
laws regulating the construction of hous*- 
es, increased breadth of streets and 
abundant air space, not only for soldiers 
in barracks, but for workmen in facto- 
ries, families in tenement houses, chil- 
dren in 8choolf«, students in colleges and 
all those in the humblest positions. — 
Lancet and Clmic. 



CaSARAEN SECTION AFTER 

DEATH. 



In the Obstetrical Society of Cincin- 
nati, Dr. Cleveland reported a case of 
Csesarean section performed, at least, one 
hour after death of the mother from con- 
vulsions, in which the child was saved. 

He remarks that ^'the hypothesis that 
the woman was in a swoon, thus prolong- 
ing the life of the child, will not hold 
good in this case, for I know the 
mother was dead. It appears to me, 
when viability is limite<l to fifteen min- 
utes or half an hour after maternal death, 
the well-known capacity ot the fetus in 
resisting asphyxia is not taken fully into 
account, which, of course, will be increas- 
ed by the residual oxygen that is in 
the placenta at the time of death.'' 

OXALATE OF CERIUM AND CAF- 

FEIN AS PR iVENTATIVES 

OF THE NAUSEATING 

EFFECTS OF OPIUM. 



BY SAMUEL C. BU8EY, M. D. 



To Professor Da Costa is due the cred- 
it of having first suggested the combina- 
lion of bromide of potassium with mor- 
phia to obviate the disagreeable after-ef- 
fects which so frequently distress patients 
to whom morphia has been administered. 
It frequently happens that the potassium 
salt can not, in consequence of its bulk 
and unpleasant taste, be employed. Es- 
pecially is it objectionable when the prac- 
tititioner prefers to use opium either in 
the form of pill or powder; nor is its 
therapeutic effect always desirable. 

To meet these objections I have> fotr 
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some time past, combined the oxalate ef 
eerinm with optiim, aud have in* veiy . 
many iDtftiiiices found U eqaally eflScati- 
tioQS in obviating the nausea and miti- 
gating the distressing after-effeets. Sir 
«Tames Simpson introduced the oxiate in- 
to use as a very valuable ]^;ent in reliev- 
ing the nausea and v omiting of preg- 
nancy. Since then, its employment has 
been very widely extended, and it has 
beoome quite common to combine it with 
drugs to secure thair tolerance to the 
stomach. 

For along time I have been accus- 
tomed to prescribe a strong doooction of 
cofiee, without milk or sugar, in drachm 
doses administered every fifteen minuees, 
to relieve the nausea and headache fol- 
lowing the employment of opium. 
Since the introduction of the effervescing 
citrate of cafiein, I have found it a very 
agreeable and efficient substitute for the 
l^s palatable beverage. These agents 
are, however, only appplicable after the 
occurrence of the stomachic disturbances. 
The citrate of caffein, though less effi- 
cient than the oxalate of cerium, may be 
combinpd with opium. It is inadmissi- 
ble in those cases where opium produces 
wakefulness instead of drowsiness. I 
have sometimes fancied that it lessened 
the soporific, without adecting the anal- 
gesic, properties of opium. 

It may be that these applications of the 
drugs are quite common ; but if they 
have been previously published, it has 
escaped my observation. — American 
Praditiononer. 



VINEGAR IN POST PARTUM 
HEMORRHAGE. 



At the American Gynelogical Society 
Dr. Penrose read a paper on the above 
subject in which he states : 

The remedy for the arrest of post- 
partum hemorraghe was common vinegar. 
Since 1864 he had used it with invara- 
ble success. The advantages claimed for 
it were : 

1. That it could be readily obtained ; 



2. That it cooid be easily applied, and 
without' spedai appciratus ; : ^ 

3. That it always cured the hemor-> 
rahge, or rather, it had not fiiiled in hi&^ 
practice ; 

4. That it was sufficiently irritating^ 
U> excite the most slu^sh uterus to 
contraction, and yet not so irritating a» 
to be subsequently injurious^; 

5. That it was an admirable antiseptic;: 

6. That it acted on the lining "mem- 
brane of the uterus as an astringent. 

Dr. Penrose used this remedy in the 
following manner r saturate a rag with 
vinegar, carry it into the cavity of the 
uterus, and squeexe it. In the vast ma- 
jority of cases the hemorraghe ceased as- 
by magic when the vinegar passed over 
the survaee of the uterus and the vagina^ 
He believed that the salts of iron should 
seldom or never be used, but in a case, 
which was supposable, in which the- 
vinegar failed he would resort to that 
remedy. 

Dr. John T. Atlee, of Lancaster,, 
believed the hand and arm were the most 
ready and efficient remedy at our com- 
mand for the arrest of post-partum hem- 
orrhage. 

Dr. a. H. Smith thought that post- 
partum hemorrhage was due to one of 
two causes, either distention or laceration. 
If the uterus was emptied it would con- 
tract, and the hemorrhage would cease. 
The mam point in the treatment, there- 
fore, was not to introduce anything into 
the cavity of the uterus which would 
prevent complete contraction. The 
means which he had employed with 
greatest success had been injection of 
hot water ; the water should be injected 
at the same time the clots were turned 
out, and at a temperature of 110*^ F. 

Dr. CamaBELL, of Augusta, Georgia 
thought the idea of irritating the placen- 
tal surfece was valuable and worthy of 
consideration. He spoke highly of the 
use of injections of tr. of ioHine. He 
disapproved of the Use of the persalts of 



iron. 



Dr. Englemann, of St, Louis, ap- 
proved of the use of the iron-salts, and 
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had come to rely upon them in extreme 
cases. 

Dr. Tbase, of Astoria, L. L, stated 
that an analysis of the cases in Whfcb 
iron had been used showed that the bene- 
fit which followed was due^ not to its 
styptic, but to its irritant action. 

iDJectioDs of the tr. of iodine had 
been his favorite method of treatment. 

De. Bozeman, of New York, believ- 
ed that if compression was made over 
the fundus of the uterus at the same 
time the hand passed into its cavity to 
remove the clots, the hemorrhage would 
almost invariable be arrested. 

Dr. J. R. Chadwick, of Boston, 
thought that a very good remedy in 
these cases was ether used hypodermi- 
cally. He had employed it in three cas- 
es with the effeet of producing prompt 
tonic contraction. 

Dr. baker, of New York, mentioned 
the hemorrhagic diathesis as one of the 
predisposing causes, and related a case in 
illustration. Because of the existence of 
this diathesis the woman nearly lost Her 
life, notwithstanding the most vigorous 
prophylactic treatment. With reference 
to treatment of this form of hemorrhage 
he would, if possible, avoid introducing 
the hand into the cavity of the uterus, be* 
cause of the liability to do injury by such 
procedure. 

Dr. Wilson* thought injury to the 
uterus was not likely to follow introduc- 
tion of the hand when all the parts were 
relaxed. He had never used the per- 
saltsof iron and did not approve of their 
use. His hand was the therapeutical 
agent upon which he relied most, and he 
had never met with any injuries from its 
usethat confirmed Dr. Baker's fears. 



as loss of appetite, pain in stomach, dry- 
ness of the mouth, swelling of the eyes 
or nose, or diffienlty in urination, the 
medicine should be suspended, but re- 
newed i^in when these disappear. 2. 
A saline purgative, as sulphate of sodium, 
shonld be taken before the beginning of 
the treatment, and at its close. 3f Ar- 
senic should not be given after, but be- 
fore, meals : it is better tolerated under 
these circumstances, and is more quickly 
absorbed. Acids should not be taken by 
the patient, and alchebolic drinks only 
rarely. The treatment should last from 
one month to six weeks. 4. External 
means, as ointments, etc., should be added 
to the arsenical treatment. 5. In ecze- 
matous aS^tions, where the kidneys are 
involved, some diuretic, as the acetate of 
potassium, may be addeil to the arsenic, 
but not substituted for it. 



Arsenic and its Preparations in 
THE Treatment op Skin Diseases. 
— Molinari, in an article on this subject 
(Gaz. Med. Ital:-Lomb., March 1877; 
Four, des Sci. Med., 1878, p. 100), con- 
cludes as follows : 1. Arsenical prepa- 
rations should be administered at first in 
small doses, which are to be increased 
gradually, their effect being carefully 
watched. At the first sign of disturbance. 



Ohronio chills, — Dr. Hervey (in Lan- 
cet & Clinic) suggests the following as a 
successful treatment to prevent or break 
up the chill habit in chronic cases : 

R. Equal parts of tincture iodine, 
tincture ferri chloridi., and tinct. san- 
guinarae; of this I give from fifteen to 
thirty drops after each meal. 

With this one grain of quinine is given 
before each meal for the time specified 
above, ten days after the chills have been 
broken or other paroxysms arrested. 
Then I continue the iodine for ten, fifteen, 
or thirty days longer, until all enlarge- 
ment of the spleen is removed. I have 
been treating intermittent fever after this 
plan, for fully thirty years. 
Dr. Kessler (in Brief) says : 
Living in a malarial district, I am 
compelled to use all the different reme- 
dies at my command; but for simple in- 
termittent fevers, I have never yet failed 
to get satisfactory results from the fol- 
lowing, for a child 5 to 8 years oldj 

R. Hal. cinchoDidia 80 graiDP. 

Tino. ferri. chl 80 drops. 

Aqua diBtil 1 ounoe. 

Tine. nax. Tom 10 drops. 

Podophyllin 2 grains. 

Syr. simp. q. s. fiat 4 canoes. 

M. S. Teaspoon ful four times a day ;, 
increase dose for older persons. 
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J^raotical Notes and Formulae. 



FELONS. 

A writer in Physio Medical Journal 
«ay8: for felons in the palm of the hand. 
I prepare a compound as follows : 

R Lobelia Sem drn. 

Cypripedium. 

Oingw aadpj. 

Capsioum dr ss. 

Ulmue F .'.'..drW. 

^^•waetea and mixed. 

First bathe the hand in good strong 
lye, as hot as can be borne, for five or 
ten minutes; then apply a hot poultice 
made of the above compound and mixed 
to a proper consistence with the lye, 
wetting the poultice every hour with a 
few drops of the strong tincture of lobe- 
lia seed. Change the poultice morning, 
noon and night, and each time before ap- 
plying the new poultice bathe well the af- 
fected parts as at first in hot lye. One heap 
ing teaspoonful of the above compound is 
«ufBcient for each poultice and the use 
of the tincture of lobelia for twenty-four 
'Or thirty-six hours will alse be suflScient. 
After the first few hours there is com- 
paratively but little pain, the difficulty 
rapidly terminates leaving no stiffened 
«r crippled hands or fingers. This is 
my experience gathered from the treat- 
ment of many cases. After the sack 
loosens and is extracted, then heal with 
flome good healer. 

Bmathceed. — The smart weed, "Poly- 
gonum Punctatum,'' P. hydropiperoide, 
is a common weed, well known as a do- 
mestic remedy; but its true place in the 
rapeutios is but little known or valued. 
In dysentery, watery and mucous diar- 
roeha, few agents have proven of more 
value. The dry plant yields about 
eighteen per cent, tannin. What its 
other proximal principle are I do not 
know. I pre^re a saturated tincture. As 



an anti-pyretic in typhomalarial and our 
bilious remittent fevers, it has few eqauls. 
With it the tempature may, in a few 
hours, be brought down from 102°, or 
even 104°, to 98°, and at the same time 
it is valuable as an anti-periodic. It is an 
active stimulant, and combined with 
some of the salts of the cinchona, one-half 
the ordinary dose of the latter will have 
a better effect than a full dose uncombin- 
ed. 

When taking polygonum, the patient 
feels it to be a stimulant, and will say, 
''that medicine warms me all over, I feel 
it to the tips of my fingers/' In dysen- 
entery, when there is tormina and tenes- 
mus, I give from m* xx to dr. i in muc- 
ilaginous drinks every hour or two, as 
occasion demands; and when the discharge 
es are so fiequent as to prostate and 
cause loss of sleep, an enema of polygon., 
gr i in an ounce of cold water, after each 
dejection, will calm and still the bowels 
in a short time. In hsemorrhage of the 
bowels, no drug within my knowledge 
given by the mouth and an enema will 
so soon check it. I think it has no, or 
but little, influence in reducing the rates 
of the pulse. I use it in all forms of 
bowel complaints, particularly in the di- 
arrhoea of typhoid fevers. It acts as a 
diaphoretic and mild diuretic. 

For the watery diarrhoea for children 
I use — 

B Tinot. Polygon dri. 

Tr, rhoei oomp 

Tinot. KiDziber aa dr. It. 

Tr. oamphor dr- ij. 

Sjr. anise dr. vi 

Sod» bioarb dr. i. 

8ig : — From half to a teaspoonful, ac- 
cording to good judgment. This formula 

having no opium in it is a safe domes- 
tic remedy. 
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GlTCERITE OFTHEHyfOPHOSITEOfI R- TlMt-IodU gtt 60, 



ANTIDOTE TO CARBOLIC ACID. 



The Pharmaceutishe Zeitune fur 
RuBsland says that on the recommenda- 
tion of Professor Baumon, Dr. Sanftle* 
beo has used sulphuric acid in several 
cases of poisoning by carbolic acid with 
the best success, the phenol combining 
with the acid to form pbenyl-salphuric 
acid) which is not poisonous. He ad- 
ministered it in a mixture composed of 
dilute sulphuric acid 10.0, mucilage of 
gum 200.0, and a simple syrup 30.O 

frams, in doses of a tablespoonful every 
our. 



IODINE IN INTERMITTENTS. 



Zinc. 

Dr. Polk in The DruggiMs Circular 
says: About eighteen months ago I 
inshed to use hypophosphite of zinc in a ' 
very obstinate case of cnorea,and &iling 
to obtain it firom any of the man u Pictur- 
ing chemists I improvist^d the following 
formula : 

R 8«1. bjpophosphorous acid (50 

p«r cent, terbydrated) ob. It. 

ZiDOi oorbonatis q. s. 

Aqu8B q. s. 

Glycerine . (C. P.) q. 8. ad fl. oi xtj. 

Bub the zinc to a paste with water, 
add to the hypophosphorous add nearly 
to saturation, filter and add the glycerine 
to the required amount. 

Of this gly-eerite I administered ten 
drops thrice daily in water to a girl thir- 
teen years of age, curing the case of 
chorea which had defied all other treat- 
ment. The rapid improvement in the 
general health (which yet remains ex- 
cellent) in this case induced me to use it 
in one of hysteria with satis&ctory re- 
sults, lam confident it will be found 
superior to all other zinc preperations in 
nervous dieases. 



Iodide Petaaea^ gra. x. 

Syr. Simplex oij. M. 

Sig. One teaspoonful half hour after 
ea^h meal. 

After a careful study of the pathology 
of intermittent fever and the action of 
iodine in the system, it ^seems to me that 
it is a remedy that a great amount of 
ffood may be expected from in malarial 
diseases. 



Dr. Schell, 'in Cin. Lancet, claims 
good success with this remedy, used as 
ollows: 



Common Salt as a Remedy for Inter- 
miUent Fever. — Dr. Brokes recommends 
for periodic fevers a very simple method 
of treatment, the efficacy of which he 
has often demonstrated in his travels in 
America and Hungary. He takes a good 
handful of table salt and roasts it in a 
clean, and, if possible, new, pan over a 
gentle fire, until it assumes a brown col- 
or, like that of roasted coffee. When the 
patient is a vigorous adult, a good table- 
spoonful of this salt should be desolved 
in a glass of warm water, and the whole 

swallowed at a dose. When the fever 
recurs at intervals of two, three or four 
days, the remedy should be taken fasting 
on the morning after the day of the par- 
oxysm. When the thirst excited by the 
salt becomes insupportable, a little water 
may be allowed to the patient, but it 
should be ciucked through a straw. For 
forty-eight hours afler the remedy has 
been taken no food should be allowed, 
except some beef or chicken soup; it is 
particularly necessary to observe a strict 
diet and to avoid chilling of the body 
during this period. Dr. Brokes asserts 
that he has employed this method of treat- 
ment for eighteen years, and invariably 
with success. — Gazette des HopUauex. 

pBBrrMBD Cabbolic AOID. 

Carbolic aeid 1 part. 

Oil lemoD 8 parte 

Aloobol at:86<^ 100 parte 

The oil of lemon completely masks the 
disairreeble order of the acid, without at 
all interfering with its properties. The 
above was long a secret preperation. 
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known as Lebon's Perfumed Carbolic 
Acid 



Antidote to Arsenic,— It has been noted 
by itouyer that freshly precipitated ses- 
quibydrate of iron, although an antidote 
for arsenious acid (arsenic of the shops), 
fkils entirely to counteract the action of 
arseniate of soda or arsenite of potassa 
(Fowler's solution), but that a mixture 
of a solution of the seaquichloride of 
iron and the oxide of magnesium will 
counteract the effect of these salts, as well 
as the arsenious acid itself, and hence 
this mixture is always to be preferred to 
the^ hydrate in cases of poisoning by ar- 
senic. The official solution of the ses- 
quichloride of iron should first be ad- 
ministered, and afterwards the magnesia. 
In one hour after the administration of 
the antidote, a cathartic should be given. 
In all cases acid drinks (such as lemon- 
ade) are to be avoided, since the com- 
pounds they form are soluble. — New 
Memediea. 



There have been a great many formals^ 
of this preparation puhlished. We have 
about eighteen different ones on file ;. 
but as we ourselves prefer that given 
above, we do not wish to induce othera 
to make use of different ones. 



Postage-Stamp Mucilaqe (Hawkins Tex,} 
The composition of this is said to be r 

Dextrin.. 2 parte. 

Aoetio aoid 1 part 

Water; 6 parrs. 

Dissolve in a wateri*bath and add 

Alohohol 1 part ; — 

but we are informed that another mixt- 
ure IS used at present. We will endeav- 
or to learn ite composition. — New Heme" 
dies. 



TO REMOVE FOREIGN BODIES 
FROM THE NOSE. 



Chlorodyne {G. H. F. Toledo^ Ohio.) 
— The formula which is supposed to ap- 
proach nearest to the original prepara- 
tion of Dr. J. Collis Brown is that given 
by Squire in his companion to the Brit. 
Pharm. (11th ed., p. 96) This is as fol- 
lows : 

Chloroform fl. oz. 4. , 

Ether fl. o« 1. 

AloohoJ fl. 0Z.4. 

Molassea fl. oz. 4. 

Extract of licorice fl. oz. 2J. 

Morphia hydrochlorate ....gr. 8. 

Oil peppermint. m.ltJ 

Hydrocyanic aoid (2 per cent) fi oz. 2 

S/rup • fl^j . 17J 

Dissolve the morphia salt and the oil 
of pepermint in the alcohol ; mix the 
chloform and either with this solution ; 
dissolve the extract of licorice in the 
syrup and add the molasses ; shake these 
two solutions together and add the hy- 
drocyanic acid. 

We would reccommeud to use only 
purified extract of licorice, of soft con- 
sistency and entirely soluble, to make 
this preparation, as the amouni of depos- 
it will thereby be considerably reduced. 



. Dr. John Winslow, of Ithaca, New 
York, sends us the following directions 
to be pursued in this emergency: ^^Close 
the empty nostril by pressure .with your 
finger, and blow suddenly and forcibly 
into the child's mouth. The beaa or 
button commonly flies out at the first 
efibrt ; if not, a repetition is pretty sure 
to expel it'' — New Remedies. 

PULVIS FAREGORICUS, 



(O. H. N. Y.) — This powder has once 
been used as a solid substitute for tinct- 
ure opii camphorata, and was originally 
proposed by Vogler. Its composition 
was: Starch, 80 grs.; mastic, 40 grs.; 
powdered opium 2 grs. 1 he dose rang- 
ed from 5 to 30 grains. 



TONIC IN AN.EMIA. 



R Tinct. ferri chloridi t dr. iij. 

Potassii chloraiis dr. i* 

Solut. BtrychnisB sulph. (gr. i. ad f. 

oz. i.) f. dr. ij. 

Syrupi simplicis f. dr. W. 

Aquae puree q. s. ad f. dr. it. 

M. Sig. Two teaspoonfuls. three times, daily, as 
a tonic in aDSBmia. — Dr. D. S. Brainard. 
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Scientific Items. 



PHOTOGR APHI NG WITH LIGHT- 
NING. 



extinct or active, upon the &ce of our 
Batelite. 



[Fbom Thb Southbbk IIbdical Bbcobd.] 

Mr. A. J* Jarmin communicates to 
the Phoiographio News an account of ex- 
periments made to take negatives daring 
a thunder storm. He sensitized a plate 
in the usual way and placed it at the 
back of a negative. Four flashes of 
lightnhig were counted, and, upon devel- 
oping, the image came out as clear and 
?uick as if taken by ordinary daylight. 
\ne flash with a weak negative gave a 
&ir transparency. He next tried with 
the camera. After getting everything 
nicely in focus, through his studio win- 
dow, which was done by the aid of light- 
ning, he obtained a photograph with 
twenty flashes, the view being down a 
street. The experiment proves that the 
chemical process of ligntoing is equal to 
the electric light produced artificially and 
nearly eaqual to daylight. Photographs 
of the electric spark itself have been ta- 
taken by aid of a Ruhmkorff coil. We 
are the fortunate possessor of several 
fitereoscopic photograps of such Ruhm- 
korff spark flashes, which are very in- 
structive to look at and study details, 
because while the spark itself lasts only 
a very small fraction of a second, the 
43tereo6copic photograph of the same, be- 
ing of course permanent, admits of care- 
ful and prolonged inspection. 

THE MOON. 

A large crater or cavity not hereto- 
fore observed, has been discovered in the 
^oon, giving evidence of violent activity, 
on it^ surfece. In,teresting phbthograpbic 
views have also been taken, which when 
ootibpared v^itb a phothographio view of 
the fetce of Mount Y isauviiis bears a re^ 
SismblaQioe $o atrikiQg b$ to l^ve no 
<doubt of alike volcanic condition, eiihev 



An Electrie Awakener. — Mr. F. Pep- 
pard is the inventor of a carious con- 
trivance for awakening a sleeper at any 
required hour The apparatus is to be 
fixed on an ordinary clock; it is so ar- 
ranged that when the hour-hand of the 
clock touches a button an electric circuit 
is completed; the minute-hand passes 
over the button without effect. There 
are a series of holes for the different 
hours, into any one of which the button 
can be pushed, according to the time se- 
lected for awakening. The completion 
of the electric circuit may ring a bell, 
or sound any other of the ordinary meth- 
ods of alarm. But this contrivance has 
a yet more effective method for arousing 
a deaf man or any sleeper who is willing 
beforehand to prepare himself for a shock. 
A bracelet is provided which can be put 
on the wrist at the same time of retireing; 
to this fiexible wires are attached, and the 
electric discharge will pass through it at 
the appointed hour, — Journal of Chemis- 
try. 

THE POLYMICROSCOPE. 

A recent number of Nature states that 
"a new improvement in the microscope 
is reported from Germany. Herr I, von 
Lenhossek has constructed an apparatus 
which permits no less than sixty micro- 
scopical preparations being observed in 
immediate succession, without the 
trouble of changing thd slides and read- 
justment of the object-glass. Its con- 
struction is similar in principle to that 
of the well-known revolving sterescopes, 
and the inventor has given the new ap- 
paratus the nanie of ^'polymiorbscope,'^: — 
Pwx^ Med. and Sun Jowr. 
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OINOHONIA ALKALOID. 
Is it true that Oinohonia oan be relied apon tm 
a snbstitnte for the sulphate of Qaioia ? The 
iuoreasing aoaroity and high price of the latter 
article giyee importance to this inquiry, eepec* 
ially at the present time. We have before had 
occasion to refer to this subject, and gaye the 
resnlt of experiments with this article, highly 
favorable to its efficacy as a tonic and antiperi- 
odic. 

In oar March namber, page 90, a medical 
gentleman to whom we handed a sample, sent 
ns by Messrs Powers & Wightman, tested the 
remedy with satisfsotory results in two cases of 
malarial fever, and also relieyed with it a case 
of obstinate menorrhagia, which it cured by its 
tonic property, and its power ot stimulating 
the capillaries and equilizing the circulation. 
The preparation used was that lately introduc- 
ed by Messrs Powers & Wightman, of dnchonia 
combined with sugar of miU and the bicarb of 
soda. It was found that thus combined the oin- 
chonia is not only antiperiodic but anodyne in 
n its effects upon the nervous system. 

The same Practitioner informs me that he has 
subsequently used the cinchooia uncomblned 
in intermittent fevers with uniform success. 

We have been using the dnchonia of late in 
lieu of the sulphate of quinia and find it equal- 
ly efficient as a tonic and antiperiodic. It is 
almost tasteless and may be readily administer- 
ed to children. We have not observed any un- 
pleasant effect Upon the ears or tendency to 
nausea. Dr. T. 8. Powell— senior editor of this 
journal— has tised the cinchonia with good suc- 
cess in intermittents,and has found it to be use- 
ful in solution with an excess of the aromatic 
sulphuric acid in menorrhagia, particularly in 
ani^mic and relaxed habits. A favorite formu- 
la with him in menorrhagia Is the following: 

B. Oinchonia grs. xxv 

Simple Elixir i oziv 

Aromatic Sulphuric acid driij 

F ext. ergot driij 

Dose, one teaspoonful three to four times a 
day. In the absence of the simple elixir water 



may be used and a little sugar or syrup added. 

A medical gentleman of Dekalb county, Ga.» 
informs us that he has used the oinohonia for 
several years in doses a little larger than those 
of the sulphate of quinine and has found it 
equally efficient in the treatment of fevecs. W» 
have similar information from another practi> 
tioner who has sent us a oommuniqation on tho 
subject which we expect to publish in our next. 

The drug is certainly much more pleasant 
to the taste than the sulphate of quinine and 
being much cheaper it would seem that it ought 
to come into general use. 

MABTYBED PH78I0IANS. 
Those physicians who have nobly remained 
at their post to battle with the yellow fever 
scourge,and those who have volunteered from a 
distance to visit the yellow fever districts, may 
well be styled martyrs to science and to human- 
ity. We have gathered firom our exchanges tho 
following list of names who have fallen victims 
to the disease. Honor to their memory and 

peace to their souls! W^ 

PoBT Gibson; Dr. W. D. Spratt 
Gband Junction; Dr. J. H. Prewitt. 
Austin, Texas; Dr. Manning. 
Mxkphib; Dr. F. Samer, Dr. Hopson, Dr. Kr 

L. Watson, Dr. L. B. Laske, Dr. W. B. Hodges,. 

Dr. S. M. Dickinson, Dr. B. B. Williams, Dr. 

Mead, volunteer from Ky., Dr. J. B. Woodward^ 

Dr. McGregor, Dr. T. L. Bond, vol., Dt. Me* 

nees, voL, Dr. J. Bunner, of Ind., Dr. John 

Erskine, Dr. J. E. Penn, Dr. J. B. Hicks, Dr. J. 

S. Bankson, Dr. E. A. Gheeves, Dr. Paui Otey, 

Dr. E. T. Easiey, voL, Dr. J. M. S. White, vol, 

Dr. W. K. Lowry, Dr. E. P. White, Dr. J. P. 

Sample, Dr. Force, volunteer. Dr. B* W. Avant 

YiGKSBUBa.— Dr. Glass, Dr. Booth, Dr. P. F. 

Whitehead, Dr. Potts,Dr. Bichfeldt, Dr. Fisher» 

Dr. Hoppoidt 
New Oblxans. — Dr. B. A. Bobo, Dr. J. G* 

Byrne. Dr. Heradon. 

CurroH, MisB.— Dr. N. MoGeOb Dr. M. J. lf»- 
Eee, Dr. A. F. Gage. 

HoiiLT Spbinos.— Dr. F. M. Tennell. 

Ohattanoooa.— Dr. E. K. Baird, Dr. B. N. 

Ban. 
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True Bravery.^A few weeks ago the 
Medioo-Ohirargioal Society of Atlanta, appoint- 
ed a committee of three of its members to tIsII 
the city of Ohattanooga for the purpose of ex- 
amining the ferer preyailing a* that point, and 
to report to the sooietj fheir yiews of its true 
oharaotsr* The committee appointed consisted 
of Drs. J. J. Knott, A. B. Alley, and Dr. H. B. 
Lee. 

They accordingly yisited the city, and confeti*ed 
with the medical gentlemen of the place, who 
kindly and conrteoosly exhibited their cases to 
the committee. 

Their obseryations resnlted in the decision 

that the disease was genuine yellow fcTcr, which 

they reported npon their retnm, and snbse- 

qnently tendered their senrioes, if needed, to the 
u&icted city. 
In a few days the feyer cases haying increased 

the call for help was made, and was promptly 
responded to by Drs. Knott, Lee and Oimstead, 
who went to the afflicted city, established a hos- 
pital, called the AtiarUa HospUcUt and supported 
by the sympathizing citizens of Atlanta, and 
which is doing snccessfal and noble work in 
behalf of many yellow teyer sufferers. 

These brethren of the profession and members 
of the Medioo-chirugical Society haye yolunta- 
rily engaged in this noble and philanthropic 

work, and they should haye an appreciatiye 
commendation, so also all those resident practi- 
tioners who haye brayely stood at their post and 
battled with the scourge. As mind is inflnitly 
superior to matter, so is moral heroism to mere 
physical courage. The demonstrations of the 
one can elicit shouts of applause from the rab- 
ble, but the other is a sublimated essence of the 
soul approaching the diyine, and which angelic 
spectators look dowa upon with glad approyal. 
These brethren like many others during this 
fearful trial of our sorely scourged Southern cit- 
ies, haye with true brayery stepped out from the 
almost impregnable fortress of a healthful local- 
ity to face the deadly missiles of the epidemic 
that are falling thick and fast upon the flower- 
scented breezes of these potions of our southern 
land. Instead of a shower of bullets from an 
enemy's rank drawn up in position on the bat- 
tle field, they are in the midst of a rain of death 
more fearful from its being inyisible in its de- 
scent upon its yictims; who per force, are pow- 
erless to elude its "noiseless and insidious ap- 
proaches. 
We trust that a kind Proyidence will bless 

the noble and hexoic action of these Brethren 
who haye gone f^om our city and other cities; 

that they will be shielded from the fatal darts of 



the plague, aad under Ood be eminently sue-- 
cessfttl in restoring many of the afUcted suffer-- 
ers to health and to their friends. 

If upon the fall of the last yi ctim of this epi^ 
demic an angelic messenger should yisit th» 
earth and, hoyering oyer our stricken cities, call' 
the roll of the heroes who had brayely fought 
this fearful scourge since its first appearance 
many names that men **would not willingly let 
die though their owners were still in life might 
respond to the summons." 

But the grand self immolated host lying in tho 
dreamless sleep that has no waking, who could 

answer to their names ? Who but the heayenlyi 
recorder of men's good deeds and earth's mar* 
tyred legions. Their names can neyer be trump- 
eted to earth by fame, but they are ifritten up-- 
on the celestial arches, and when the roll-call of 
the Eternal City resounds within its jeweled' 
walls no yoice will then respond ^'unknown." 

P. 



Elxioentabt QuAivnTATiys ANALTiiis, by Alexan* 
der OlasMee, Professor in the Boyal Polytech* 
nio Sohool Aizlachapeile. Translated with 
additions, by Edgar F. Smith A. M., Ph. D. 
Assistant in AnoTytical Cheioestry, etc., in 
Uniyersity of Pensylyania, with thirty-six 
illustrations. Henry G. Lea 1878. 
The aboye work is used as a text-book in the 
lending laboratories, and polytechnic schools 
in Germany, and presents to the student ofi 
Ohemestiy, a compact and highly useful man-- 
ual of quantitatiye analysis. 

BEBBEBIS AQUIFOLIUtf. 
A sample of the aboye remedy, kindly sent us- 
by Messrs Park, Dayis & Co. Manyfiicturing chrnn'' 
ist at Detroit, has been tested, in an old and ob- 
stinate case of scrofula in a little girl, with yery: 
satisfactory results. The properties of this drug, 
we mentioned in adyertisement on first inside 
coyer of our JoumaL 



Thb ANTAooirifU 07 Thkbapeutzo Aoxnts, ani> 
What it Teachs3. The essay to which was^ 
awarded the Fotherglllian Gold Medal of tho 
Medical Society of London for 1878, by J. 
William Fothergill M D. Edinbnrg, Member 
Boyal College of Physicians of Londoi etc. 
Henry C. Lea, PhiL A neat little work of 157. 
pages containg many practical hints for th» 
praotioner. 

Ths Physicians Yisitino List fob 1878. Twenty* 
eighth year of its publication, Philadelphia. 
Lindsay & Blakiston —Sizes firom 25 to 100 pa* 
tients, and prices yaryingfrom $1.00 to $3.00. 
A work of great usefulness and conyenienoe to* 
the praotioner. 
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YELLOW FEVER. 

The paper on ibe aboTe topic, in the preeeni 
issue of the Rboobd, by Dr. Qreene, of Macon, Ga., 
presents new and interesting points. It transcends 
the length usually allowed for our journal, but we 
give it a place by reason of the great interest in 
the subject of yellow fever at the present time, 
and in the hope that the views of the writer may 
be realized as to the virtues of the Alum and Iron 
Mass in tbis awfiil disease. The fatality of the 
affection is certainly dreadful, and we 'think that 
Any and everything promising any good in its 
treatment should be made known to the nrofes* 
«ioh, and a test be made of its virtues. For like 
reasons we give place to Dr. Greenley's article. 

AroB & Hebnbtein. This splended establish- 
ment, Importers and Manufactures of surgical 
instruments; trusses, supports, braces etc. 

etc., renew thier advertisement in the Beoord 
as may be seen on coloured pages 
Their improved Physicians Sadale Bags have 

met with great t^vot to our knowledge. We 
cordially recommend this firm to the patron- 
age of oar readers. 

LIBERAlToFFERS. 

N«w subscribers for the year 1879 
may commence with the forthcoming 
November or December numbers. 

Any one sending us two new subscrib- 

•ers and $4 for 1879 will be furnished a 
copy of Leonard's Physician's Day 
Rook ; or Lindsiiy & Blakeston's Vis- 
iting List for 1879. 

PHiLBMAOEUTIOAL ASSOCIATION. 
The meeting of American Pharmaoeatioal As- 
fans been postponed to the 26th of November. 

It will convene in Atlanta Georgia. 

A very fnll attendance is anticipated. Ample 

arrangements, we learn, will be made for the re- 

oeptioB of the members. 

APOLOGETIC. 
A portion of oar September issue was improp- 
erly pnt together in the binding— a fact not dis- 
-covered nntil qaite a number had been mailed, 
and it is feared a few of the faulty ones among 
them. If 80, those who recieved them can 
easily remedy the matter by clipping the 
stitohee, and properly arranging the pages; or 
if they will send them back to us we will make 
the correction. 

We regret these mistakes, bat they will oooar 
occasionally in all kinds of buainess; and we 
trust our friends wUl make due allowance. If 
they knew the difficulties encountered in 
•Soaibem Publishing Houses we are sore they 



would not only ezcuBe but sympathize with oa. 

Notwithstanding the obstjoles to Journalism 

in the S^nth we have the satisfaction to state 
that our Journal is improving; extending its oir- 
cuiation and becoming more and more lAie 
ftkvorifte of the buey psaetitionec. 

Some delay in ibe issue of the preaent &amT> >r 
has been caused by the unusual press of wore 
in oar Publishing House, by reason of the Fair 
and Eez eamival. 

MILK DIET IN THE PUEBPEBAL STATE. 
Dr. S. G. Hardman writes— 

Hasmont Gbovb, Ga., Got. 4th, 1878. 
Editor Souiheru Med, Record: 
As I find some yet in darkness on the subject 
of sweet milk in the puerperal state, I would be 

glad to have you notice this in your most ex| 
cellent Journal. Whether milk is or is not a 
proper diet for a woman in the puerperal state. 
We do not believe that there is any speeial 
reason for the rejeotion of milk from the liat of 
dietetic ariiolee allowed the puerperal woman. 
It is usual and beat in early child-bed, say for 
the first six or eight days, to rely upon toast, 
broths, tea and such artiolee of food as are ligbt 
and unirritating, by reason of the feverish ten- 
dency usual to this condition. Milk is a rich 
article of diet, and has been found frequently 
to disagree with adult stomachs, tending to oon- 
stipation and fiatulence^ for which reason we 
have been accustomed to exclude it, and not be- 
cause we believe there exists any special phys* 

iological contra-indioation to its use in the pu- 
erperal state. — [Ed. Bee 



Subg.Gbk'l's Feveb GiBCULiB. — ^Surgeon-Gen- 
eral Woodworth has insued a circular to physi- 
cians and others residing at points visited by 
yellow fever, annoucing the organization of the 
Commission to gather and record facts relative 
to the commencement and spread of the epidem- 
ic, and asking the cordial co-operation of all 
who have facts to communicate upon that sub- 
j ect. A preliminary report of the facta gathered 
up to the 19th proximo will be presentMl lo the 
American Public Health Association, which will 
convene in Bichmond on that date to discuss 
the report. 

BscBiPTxn.— Drs. J B. Smith 6 months, J. T. 
Sego, E. A. Anderson, H. S. Sutherland, B. H. 
Coleman, W. S. Sims. J. W. Heacock, J. W. 
Price, John Coston, H, tf . Talley. J. N. Siddons, 
L. B. Oreath, S. M. Wood, J. H, Calfee, H. T. 
Shiell, T. T. Key. 

NOTICE. 

Parties in aredirs wiil pliase reihit 
their subscriptions* 
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A CASE OF POST-PARTUM HEM- 
ORRHAGE WITH UNUSUAL 
COMPLICATIONS— RE- 
COVERY. 



BY. 8. H. ANDEBSOK, If. T>., OF HO. 



Called on Mrs. D. July^ 1878 ; seooDcl 
confinemait; first labor having been 
normal in every . respect; was told 
that Mrs. D. had; that morniogy done a 
heavy washing for the family ; arrived 
at fall term of pregnancy ; foand her 
lying on her bed very restless, and un- 
able to remain in one position but for a 
few minutes at a time. On making di- 
gital examination, found head present- 
ing; but something very unusual in 
shape and/ee/; and after a thorough and 
careful examination of presenting part, 
I was satisfied that a large portion of Ihe 
skull was wanting, as 1 could put my 
fingers down into a cup-like cavity^lined, 
as it were with the scalp. Haying stated 



to the friends of the patient that some- 
thing very different from the usual 
forms of labor might be expected, and 
having administered a full dose of mor- 
phia, I placed myself at the bedside of 
my patient, watching the progress of the- 
labor with much interest. The mem«*^ 
branes ruptured ; . the labor in second 
sti^, and little progress being made^ 
I sought for the cause of delay, which I 
found to be this : The rim of the cup- 
like cavity had caught on the osam 
pubis and thus could make no- 
further progress. The remedy was ob- 
vious, and fortunately, of easy aocom- 
plbhment, which was merely to lift the* 
cranium, and during a pain, prevent it 
catching, thus aidine the head to pass oa 
and become engaged in the pelvic strait.. 
Thus, after freeing the cranium from th& 
ossapubiSf it readily passed, being col- 
lapsed to nearly half the size of a nor- 
mal head. Not so, however, the body ot 
the foetus, the abdomen beiog enormous- 
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I7 distended with gas, the resalt of de- 
ooinpositioiu At first I thought of 
puncturing the abdomen in order to give 
exit to this gas ; but, on reflection, I re- 
sorted to traction, thus accomplishing de» 
lively wilhoiit any 9*eat amount of 
force. Placenta found" loose in vagina 
and removed without anything very re- 
markable save that it and foetus were 
both putrid. On ezaming child I found 
nearly all of the bones, constituting 
upper portion of the cranium wanting 
—scalp entire. The child had evi- 
dently been dead for some time — ^a week 
or more, perhaps, as the cutis readily 
separated. The child was small, and 
lower extremities deformed— toZtpe8-varu«. 
Having remained with my patient a 
few hours, I mounted my horse and 
started for home, a distance of five miles 
or more. But I had not proceeded 
more than a few hundred yards from the 
house, when I was called back by the 
screams of the femily. Starting my horse 
on a gallop, I soon reached the bouse. 
On entering, the first thing that attracted 
my attention was a loud gurgling sound 
resembling the noise made by pouring 
water or other liquid out of a keg or 
jug when quite full. The next thing 
attracting my attention, was quite a riv- 
ulet of blood running from the bed to the 
end of the house, ten or twelve feet 
away. Fortunately for my patient and 
myself, a bucket of coal water was at 
hand. Seizing a table-cloth folded up 
and lying on the table, I immersed it in 
the water and applied it to my patients 
abdomen without any wringing. Next, 
I called to the affrighted parents, who 
had inoontinentiy fled from the house to 
assist me in raising foot of bedstead 
under which I placed blocks of wood in 
in order to elevate pelvis. And next, I 
sought for my ergot, when, lo I I had 
none with me. Doing the next best 
thing, I gave my patient a large dose ot 
sugar lew and opium. By these means 
I snoceeded in checking the most fearfiil 
pogt-partum hemorrhage it was ever my 
Tot to witnesss. Abo I had grasped the 
abdomen and womb in my hands and 



kneading them, somewhat like a woman, 
working dough, which materially, I 
think, assisted contraction. As before 
remarked, I bucceeded in checking hem- 
orrhage with remedies as indicat^, but 
did not get perfisci oontrol of the flood- 
ing until I had sent for and received a 
supply of ergot from home. At several 
times during the night, I thought that 
my patient would die. She wa^ tot&Uy 
blind for several hours and pulseless, 
cold and pale as the dead ! For twelve 
hours I stood on my feet and fought 
death for a young and noble life, and had 
for my reward the intense gratification 
of seeing slowly, gradually, the hues of 
life returning to her corpse-like iBce, and 
light to her glazed eye. 

No one but the true physician can 
know and feel the emotions of joy and 
self-gratulation afforded by the knowl- 
edge that himself, under God has been 
the means of snatching lovely woman in 
her hour of peril from the grasp of the 
fell destroyer. 

In conclusion some may doubt my ve- 
racity as to the gurgling sound made by 
the blood pouring from the wound, but 
I solemnly experienced its truth, and 
which I can verify by the parents of the 
patient, who are worthy christian folks. 

PARTIAL PARALYSIS AND IN- 
CONTINENCE> OF URINE, 
CAUSED B Y CONGENITAL 
PHIMOSIS IN A BOY TEN 
YEARS OF AGE. 



BY B. M. WALK BR, M. D., OF VA. 



In September 1877, W. M., brought 
his son to me for examination and 
treatment,stating that the boy had always 
v?et the bed at night, and he never ap- 
peared as active as other boys, com- 
plaining of weakness of the back. I 
found the child weak — some what smaller 
than children of that age, with a wasted, 
rather senile expression. I leamedfrom 
his parents that he had never had any 
symptoms of spasms, nor evinced signs 
of nervousness. Slept well, except at 
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times thijs adection would cause him 
«0Qie anxiety {as be would aay, he '^w^ ] 
not like other •ebildren/'} and not ua- 
-frequently he w#uld have to change his 
night diiBsa. Tl^ seemed Ats principal 
troable from the afTection. 

Upon ^xafttination I found quite. a 
longprepuce|Wliich upon closer inspection 
proved to be firmly adhered fropi within 
:a few lines of the meatus. He mani* 
iested no diaoomfort in handling It^. 
not even when I used forible tractipn 
upon the fore-skin. He showed no reflex 
taction from any manipulation, saying all 
the time that it gave him no uneasiness 
At all. 

I told his parents that I was confident 
that the patient could be relieved by an 
operation. They promjotly gave their 
•consent. Circumcision was performed, 
;and I found the prepuce so adherent from 
the beginning, that the method usually 
4idoptal by me, to use the handle of my 
«calpel and break up the adhesion, would 
not succeed in this case, consequently I 
was compelled to use the point of the 
blade and make a very careful dissection 
of the entire glans ; upon arriving at the 
corona it was possibly more adherent, or 
the structure better, organized; as there 
I found it was necessary to cut smartly. 
After this .came the hardened ring of 
ismegma, which was removed, the parts 
were thoroughly .washed in tepid water, 
and an oil dressing applied. Considera* 
ble inflammation supervened next day, an 
ointment made of oxide of zinc. Bismuth 
and aq-ext. opii was applied freely, cover- 
ed with oil silk and upon this, cloths 
wrung from ice water completed the dress- 
ing ; nothing unusual in the process of 
healing occurred. There was not as 
much tendency as I have observed in 
other cases, to re-adhere, probably this 
due to the precaution to smear the oint- 
ment on thickly and use retraction at 
least once daily. 

In the due course of time the patient 

reeotrered from the effects of the opera- 

tio'ii^ which proved pefectly successful as 

prdmised. JBe has not tod his couch 

inoe the operation, nor is he disturbed 



as might he imip^iaed to void his bladder 
during the night, but.pontrols his sphinc- 
ter as well as any on^< As an iacQayaiit 
to oviercome 9Jiy tendency th.t might 
arise subseqaently, X prescribed Ergot 
Iron and TiQct Cantbar, to be given for 
a few weeks, hoping to give more tonici- 
ty the muscular structure. 

I am aware this is no new treatment 
since the writing of Prof. Sayre, upon 
congenital-phimosis; still, in some res- 
pects it differs in not producing the com- 
mon array of nervous phenomena so in- 
variable in ' such cabes. The patient 
rapidly gained in health, strength and 
activity, with a complete transformation 
of expression, which as intimated, was 
as much fVbm mental dijedion as anemia. 
His countenance is radiant with smiles, 
and his muscles are rapidly developing, 
an*l he is now a cheerful healthy boy. I 
cannot believe that any treatment, not 
comprising 9ur(7iea/ attention, would have 
availed in this instance. 

This may be the means of directing 
the younger members of the profession 
more particularly to a strict inspection 
of this organ in the eases, that may occur 
in their practice. If so in one single 
instance, I shall be more than gratified 
for this short report. 

AN OUNCE MINNIE BALL IM- 
BEDED IN THE BRAIN FIF- 
TEEN YEARS, SUCCESSFULLY 
REMOVED. 



BY O. M. BOYLE, M. D, OF GA. 



Mike Kemp, of Franklin county, Ga., 
a soldier in the Confederate army, re- 
ceived during the Tennessee campaign in 
186S, a gunshot wound about the mid- 
dle of the forehead, which his friends 
thought fatal as a portion of his brains 
>6pj^ out at the opening of the wound 
Towever, he rallied, came home, and 
after a time, attained to comparative 
good health, which continued up to last 
spring; at which tin:e, spasms to whi<;b 
he had been subject occasionly, became 
more frequent and more severe. 
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On the first of Julv^ of the present 
year, I wat summoned tq assist his reg- 
ular phTsician, Dr. J. A. Johps^ at which 
time the patient was found feeble and 
irritaWe, tending to fever and having 
trom one to two severe convulsions each 
day. Under these circumstances, it was 
determined to operate at once. 

We attempted to ansostheti^e him, but 
after a thorough effort with both ether 
and chloroform failed' to produqp more 
than analgesia ; and could not keep him 

aI_ j.i» '_■ <1 •/! till i« 



in its apex with a sharp angle project- 
ing- 

EVISCERATION WITHOUT IN^ 
gXRUMENTS. 

BY. J. T. SUGGS, M. D., OF TEXAS. 



I was called to a case of difficult labor.. 
Mrs. A's second confinement had been in 
labor 36 honrs^ just seen by Dr. D. Dr.. 

D. had Dr. A* called, after the case had 

that far under the influence all the time J been on hwd 12 hours. Dr. A. found 



required for the operation. 

After makine a free cruoial incision 
over the- site oi injury and dissecting 
hack the ipteguiQi^ts to the bone, the 
original openipg made by the ball 
through the ^pne was found to be filled 
with very tppgb cartilageoous gipwth — 
being appajntntly tin eflort of nature to 
svpplemefihtrn callous. The entire re- 
moval of tb 19 growth exposed the base 
of the baJJ^ jnat past the inner plane oi 
tha*bone tKrougn which it had passed — 
the whple of the hall being imbecldedin^ 
the sahetanqe of the brain. The open- 
ing through the hone was aow enUrg^ 
by oarefnlTy trimming with sharp inatru- 
iqents pQtil ij: was thought to^ne suffi-*. 
cient for the exit of the hall, which was 
jwiioed by paaaing a slender but strong 
foroep^ sq.cb as are used In the eztrac- 
tioQ pf thci rqqta d( teeth, and after se- 
curing tbQ bai9e of the ball sufficient 
prossm^ W^ uaed to force the points of 
the ipatruQ^ent into the lead, thus di- 
minishing the diameter sq as to favor the 
exit of the instrument and ball. The 
rentQyal Vas a^ampHsbed without fii^v^ 
thertrpuble. Tbcjre was but UttJe bem-J SI"*'* iiKgim« imj 
orrhage-fj;om Jha inside of the cranium, ^r^ ^i? *I?k ^ 
Th^tai^^vity "tithe biain whe«i works, ^hout the dar 

the ball had beati-tc^'fifieen year^ i«aa 
visible* and pqJaatlQn, of the braJA waft 
easily seen at ^ distoiu}e ^f l^n orfifteen 
feet. He made' a rapid, recoy^^ nnder' 
ordin^iy treatment tor such ^ndition. 
Xa now quite welt. 

. Note.— Should h»ve stated that the 
faoU had a large apiqula of bone imbeded. 



a shoulder pi;esentation — the child' dead* 
After getting the patient well under the- 
influence of chloroform, I took the pa- 
tient in hand. After repeated examina- 
tions, during several hours, I was unable- 
to find either head or feet. 

The Caesarian operation was proposed 
and insisted upoa. I objected, because 
I did not thiiok it pepper to imperil the 
life of the mother, knowing that the child 
wap dead. 

After searching in vain amongst the 
instruments at hftnd, for an instrument 
with which to pei^rm evisceration of the- 
chil<d, I seized the protruding arm, twist^* 
ed it off at the shoulder, then with finger,, 
eantiously tore the integuments- and 
muscles, eviseerating in that way. 

In a few minutes the delivery wa9- 
oompleted. The child was larger and 
well Ibrmt^d^ with one exception ; there- 
were na bones in the head or fiice ; the* 
head felt like a small tupor, for which 
I had mistaken it, in making the exami- 
nations. The trouble was now explain- 
ed ; the head could not be reoognizedt* 
apaccouiUof ^e deformity, and the- 
.child hiy;;^me immovably ;impacted. 

said in obstetrical 
works, "about the danger of injuring the- 
mother, in eyiscerst^ng the child. This 
case bad a good '^recoveryw A small 
Hmqunt of ingenuity, with a determined 
^jll, aamelimes supplies the place of in^ 
struments. See case of occluded oi tUet£ 
in New Orleans Medical and Snrgi^ 
Journal, March, 1860. "" 

The case above described, is such as I 
have never see» or beard of before,, and X 
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submit it as :a case showing the practica- 
bility of evieceratioQ without iustru- 
cnent6. 



SOCIETY REPORTS. 



MEDICO CHIRURGTCAL SO- 
CIETY. 



fiEPOBTED BY DB. B. C. WOBD. 



Monday evening, IS^ov. 4th., Dr. 
Crawford in the Chair. 

Dr. Tho9. S. Powell reported a case of 
yellow fever. The patient was a mulat- 
to man, who came from Chattanooga on 
the 6th of October. On the 7th he felt 
^somewhat unwell. On the 8th he met 
up with some friends, and indulged free- 
ly in intoxicating drink. I was called 
to dee him on the 9th, and found him 
with considerable fever — pulse 110. He 
Lad some frontal headache ; the tongue 
ooatted brown, with red margins; the 
fCfe presenting a yellowish tinge, and 
there was severe pain in the epigastric 
region, and in the abdomen. 

His recent arrival from Chattanooga 
led me to suspect yellow fever, and I 
prescribed accordingly. A hot fi>ot-bath 
:ivas ordered; applications of mustard 
•was made to the st^jmach and bowels, 
.and frictions made upon the spine. At 
the first etvidence of a decline of the fever, 
the 6ul[ihate of quiniue was administered 
in full doses, until twenty-four grains 
were taken. On the evening of the 10th 
there was some fever with delirium. At 
12 o'clock at nighty quinine was again 
^iven, aud repeated until twenty-four 
grains ha4 bee a given by 8 o'clock on 
the morning of the 1 1 th. At this time 
there was no fever, and the patient seem- 
ed in all respects better, t ough he com- 
plained of some abdominal pain, which 
was attributed to a purgative adminis- 
tered by iiis wife before I saw him. For 
.this symptom morphine was prescribed. 
On the morning of the 12th he was still 
free from fever, and complained of noth- 
ing, save a feeling of prostration. He 
^vas directed to take some soup and boil- 



ed milk us nonrishment, and to keep 
comfortably covered in bed. 

By reason of a call to the country, I 
did not see him again until 10 o'clock at 
night, and - found that an unfavorable 
change had' occurred. His mind was 
wandering, and Uiere was hemmorrhage 
from the bowels, with hi<x$ough and vom- 
iting, of a glairy substance. He. was 
evidently sinking. Efforts to stimulate 
and revive him proved unavailing, and 
he expired before morning. 

Dr. P. remarked that this being a case 
of the same kind that prevailed at Chat- 
tanooga, and which was pronounced yel^ 
low fever by competent authority, con- 
stitutes the third case of the disease seen 
and treated by him. His experienoCi 
therefore, was limited. 

The shades of difference presented by 
this dis?a<«e in different epidemics, are 
many and perplexing. Even in the 
same locality, and sometimes in the same 
ward the diflerent phases whilth it pre- 
sents, lead the physician to believe that 
several different types of fever are pre- 
vailing, ranging from the mildest inter- 
mittent to the most malignant forms of 
billions remittent and congestive fevers; 
and indeed there would appear to be a 
most intimate relation, if not actual iden- 
tity, between the ordinary malarial fe- 
vers and yellow fever. Cases prcientiag 
all the symptoms of billions remittent 
fever have been seen to merge into the 
yellow fever, and it is affirmed that yel- 
low fever has been known to glide into 
the mildest quotidian intermittent, yield- 
ing readily to the sulphate of quinine. 

The existence of these facts has led to 
much'ditUculty in classifying the disease 
in question, aud in determining the pre- 
cise character of its cause. 

For the reasons mentioned, and the 
fact that the disease has always prevailed 
in tropical and miasmatic climes, and is 
arrested by frost — the destroyer of miasm. 
I incline to the view of those who place 
it nnder the he:^d of remittent fever and 
hold to the miasmatic origin of yellow fe- 
ver ; the severe and unusual effects of the 
miasm being due to the modifying infia- 
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enoes of heat, moisture and local emi na- 
tions. The precise nature of the emina- 
lions remains yet to be discovered Hav- 
ing these vie wfif of the di^^ase, t treated 
the three cases I saw with quinine^ and 
with snccess, except in thefcase just re- 
ported, and this case, I believe, would 
also have recovered, had it not been for 
the depressing influences of previous dis- 
sipation, and the fact that I was not able 
on account of absence to push the treat- 
ment with sufficient vigor on the last day. 

Dr. E. C. Word — Do I understand 
you to hold that yellow fever is but an 
aggravated form of billions remittent 
fever? If po, how do you account for 
the contagiousness of the disease? I 
would like you to state your views also 
in regard to the altitude theory or to 
the impossibility of its existence beyond 
the height of a few hundred feet above 
the level of the sea. 

Dr. Powell — I do hold that yellow 
fever should be classed in our nosology 
as a form of remittent fever, and I think 
that post mortem results bear me out in 
this view. Between yellow fever and 
remittent fever there is difference only in 
degree, due, as before stated, to the modi- 
fying influences of heat, moisture, and 
local eminatiDus; the increased virulence 
of the poison being evinced in the more 
marked and decided manifestations of 
the same pathological conditions of en- 
gorged liver, enlarged spleen, and disin- 
tegrating effects of blood poison, produc- 
ing prostration, black vomit and death. 
In regard to the altitude theory, I re- 
mark ; that while it is true that high al- 
titudes are far less favorable to those 
local eminations, which, in conjunction 
with malaria, are essential to the produc- 
tion of the disease, yet it has occurred in 
rare instances, that yellow fever has ex- 
isted at very elevated points. On one 
occasion, in Spain, it is said to have reach- 
ed an altitude of 2,000 feet above the 
sea level. In this country, however, I 
am not aware that it has ever extended 
above a htightof six or seven hundred 
feet : Though some of the local condi- 
tions might exist at those high elevations 



yet that all of them should oocur^ is nolr. 
likely, and when they do, muat .be for 
brief ^riods, and must constitute an 
Exception to a general nile. And we 
believe that cities thus favorably located^ 
need never have the disease, if due atten- 
tion t>e given to sanitary regulations. In** 
deed it is highly probable that even in 
New Orleans, and at like points, if rigid 
and unceasing ' attention was given to 
sanitary regulations the disease would 
never occur. This is indicated in the 
fact that the disease seldom repeats itseir 
in the same place the year immediately 
succeeding its first appearance, even where 
the general conditions of atmosphere ap- 
pear the same, due, we believe, to the- 
special and rigid attention given to sani- 
tary reform at such times. 

Dr. A. R. AUpy said he thought the 
yellow fever at Chattanooga was differ- 
ent from the disease as he nad seen itoa 
the coast. He re;j;arded it as an import- 
ed disease, and seems in some way influ- 
enced by a salt atmosphere. Remittent 
fever prevailing at the same time, raay^ 
assume some of its peculiarities. The 
disease appeared first in Barbadoes in 
1647. Its first appearance in this coun-^ 
try was at Boston, in 1693 — at Charles^ 
ton in 1699. It has visited Charlestonr 
more often than at any point in U. S^ 

Dr. R, O, Wtyrd. — 1 have nothing^ 
new to present upon the subject under 
discussion. White I admit that the 
views of Dr. Powell are very plausible ia 
regard to the malarious origin of the dis- 
ease, yet I incline to the view that there 
is a speciBc yellow fever germ, requiring 
for it» development, growth and fructifi- 
cation, a continu^'d high temperature ; 
hence is indigenous to tropical or warm 
latitudes. That if is usually imported to 
this conntry in ships, is, I think, beyond 
question, and yet I doubt not, that atf 
low, warm sea levels on our coa^, it may^ 
and has, occasionally origin«te^. The 
germs having once developed,, will propi- 
agate and spread in an atmosphere of fa-, 
vorable temperature and conditions. The 
germs or the atmosphere containing then), 
may be carried in badly ventilated ships^ 
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and in railroad oars^ or maj be absorbed 
by water, or may be carried in boxes or 
chests of clothing, and being turned 
loose among those who are predisposed 
by a previous warm and unwholesome 
atmofi^ere will develop the disease in 
their midst. 

There are some facts in the history of 
the disease in this country which indicate 
that the germ or remote cause of the dis- 
ease may be developed in close, ill-ven- 
tilated or confined quarters. 

The hold of ships containing filth and 
bilge water, seems to be its favorite lurk- 
ing place, and it may be authenti- 
cally shown that in 1806 the disease orig- 
inated in the penitentiary, in the sub- 
urbs of Richmond, Virginia, at a time 
when there was no epidemic existing in 
the adjacent towns, and when the city 
of Richmond itself was in a healthy con- 
dition. 

In regard to the change of malarious 
fevers into yellow fever, and vice versa, 
it is probable that the difierent malarial 
influences prevailing in the same locality 
may impress their peculiarities on ea(*h 
other, or, blending together, may form 
mixed or mongrel types oP disease. 

What an emiv^ent author has styled 
the "Epidemic Constitution of the At- 
mosphere'* by which the ordinary diseas- 
es of the country are impressed with the 
prevailing epidemic influence, must have 
been observed by evpry practitioner of 
experience, and to my mind explains the 
fiicts upon the point mentioned. 

THE USE OF THE HYDRATE OF 
CHORAL PER RECTUM. 



Dr. Starcke, Okerstabsarzt, of Berlin, 

contributes to the Berliner Klinische 

Wochenschifty No, 33, 1878, an article on 

the above subject, of which the following 

is a resume : 

"Concerning the continued use {den 
(Aroniachen G^atich) of the hydrate of 
chloral, the minds of the proiession at 
the present time are so divided that I 
consider it of importance to discuss the 
subject, especially as the English have 



I lately appointed a commission to study 
the question of chloraUsm as compared 
with morp/unigm* 

"The piejttdice against the frequent 
use of the remedy in England is very 
great, prod.'iced, perhaps, by the evil 
cons<»quenoes that are said to have follow- 
ed its administration, especially in thd 
cases of those who were the victims of 
chronic alcoholism. ' 

"I crnnot deney that I myself had 
formerly the greatest fear of the use of 
this hypnotic, produced, perhaps, by a 
single fatal result thai I saw follow the 
use of a small dose of morphine in an 
illy-nourished patient, and which caused 
me to afterwards use sparingly all reme- 
dies of this class where the patient was 
extremely anadmic. 

"A few years ago I was taken ill of 
chronic gastric catarrh, accompanied by 
an extremely acid condition of the con- 
tents of my stomach. 

"I became more and more emaciated^ 
lost weight rapidly, and had the general 
aspect of one suffering from cancer of the 
stomach. 

"In my case, one of the greatest ob- 
stacles to a convalesence wa^ a mobt per- 
sistent sleeplessness. 

"Althoug:h in the evenings I felt the 
most extreme weariness, and fell asleep 
as soon as I retired, I would uniformly 
awak< after from one-half to one hour's 
slumber with my mind full of the events 
of the day, roll and toss from side to side^ 
perhaps getting a little additional restless 
sleep towards morning. 

"I had now become not only weak m 
body, but low-spirited, and had enter- 
tained the worst forebo<linga as to the 
final result in my case. 

"I concluded at this juncture to con- 
sult a colleague on the subject of the use 
of the hydrate of chloral. 

"Having determined to ^ivethe reme- 
dy atrial, and wishing to avoid the in- 
troducting of anything into the stomach 
that would increse its irritability, I re- 
solved to use it per enema. 

"For this j)urpo8e I used an ordinary 
syringe* with a somewhat long tube at* 
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itached, injecting 10 grams of a 6 per 
'Cent solution at a teniperature of 36^, 
and after a quarter of an hour I repeated 
the same quantity, so that in all I used 1 
gr'-m of the hydrate of chloral. 

'^ A few moments after its introduction 
Z experienced a feeling of bearing down 
and slight tenesmus, which was soon fol- 
lowed by a snnsation. of general comfort, 
un inward cairn oess of soul, a convincing 
•evidence of that quiet that was to take 
the place of ray former sleepless nights. 

^'I soon fell asleep, and had a dream- 
less repose of five hours, and in fact a 
comfortable night's rest* 

"In this manner I used the hydrate of 
•chloral every night for five months. 

*'The consequence was that from the 
day I began its use I began to conva- 
lesce. 

"From the first my sleep was natural. 
) awoike with a good appetite, without 
headache, without stupor, and with a 
ieeling of thanicfulness toward an agent 
that had given me the only quiet sleep 
ihat I h id had for years/' 

The doctor says that in spite of its 
continued use, the effect of the remedy 
remained the same, although he did not 
increase the dose, but in fact, as he grew 
"better, he was able to get his night's rest 
hy using only one half the quantity with 
which he first began. 

By the use of other appropriate treat- 
ment for his gastric disease he rapid ily 
grew better, so that during the five 
•months that he took the chloral he gain- 
ed 30 pounds in weight. He farther 
«ays: **I wish to especially emphasize 
^he fact that I had nothing like mor- 
jihin ism produced by its use. 

"I had no appetite or desire for the 
Tnedicine. I lay down every night with 
the hope that, by the continued im- 
provement in my general health, I would 
soon be able to sleep spontaneously. 

"JFor the last month I have kept the 
chloral on my table, as one would carry 
an unbrella in fine weather, happy in not 
liaving to use it. 

"Since I have discontinued its use, I 



have had at no.time what could beoalled 
a weaning period. 

"The use of the hydrate of chloral per 
rectum has an especial application in 
diseases of the stomach, on account of its 
irritating effects upon that organ. I tried 
twice to take the drug by the mouth, 
suspended in the yolk of an egg. 

"£ach time a few moments after I had 
swallowed the dose, I vomited until I 
had expelled everything from my stom- 
ach, and had none of the soporific effects 
of the remedy produced. 

"One of the principal advantages of 
using the drug by enema is that it does 
not undergo tnat decomposition which it 
always does when taken by the stomach, 
on account of its coming in contact with 
the contents of that organ." 

The writer dwells upon the necessity 
of procuring a pure specimen of the drug 
in order to obtain its good effects, and 
recommends especially that manufactur- 
ed by Liebreich, of Berlin. 

"1 found that all the disagreeable sen- 
sations about the rectum produced by 
the injection of the remedy were coufind* 
ed to the external margin of the anus, 
and that all that was necessary to avoid 
this is to use an instrument with a long 
tube: attached, and exercise some caution 
to prevent the fiuid coming io contact 
with the external sphincter. 

"Care should be taken to have your 
remedy well desolved, and it shold be 
used at a temperature near that of the 
human body. 

"The size of the dose necessary to pro^ 
duce a hypotic effect is so small that it 
cannot l>e dangerous." 

The doctor claims to have used this 
drug largely in his own practice, as above 
recommended, and with uniformly the 
most happy results. lu consequence, al- 
so, as he asserts, of a growing fear of the 
use of morphine hypodermically, by the 
profession at large, in Germany, he thinks 
the use of the hydrate of chloral is des- 
tined to obtain a large field of usefulness. 

"In a large number of old people who 
constantly trouble the physician on ac- 
count of their sleeplessness, I have found 
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the nse of this remedy in the manner 
aboved described to be of especial benefit^ 
bat I^should limit the doee given to 1 
^ram. 

^^I believe that this dose of the drag 
used in this way^ can have no worse 
•efiect than a simple gla$<8 of strong winc^ 
which is so often prescribed for this class 
of patients. 

''In oonclasion, I would say that in 
my own case^ as well as in the cases that 
have occurred in ray private practice^ I 
have seen no injurious consequences 
either to the nervous or digestive sys- 
tems, follow as a result of the efiect of 
the medicine, even when the same was 
continued for months.^' 

In the minute directions that Dr. 
8t«ircke gives for the use per enema of 
of the hydrate of chloral, I think he has 
omitted one important point, and that is, 
that the rectum should be well cleared 
by an injection of warm water before the 
remedy is used, if we are going to be 
sure that we will have none of the ob- 
stacles to the complete action of the 
drug that he claims we are so likely to 
have when it is given by the mouth. — 
W, 8. Oaidweli, in Oiicago Medical Ex- 

SYPHILIS IN THE NEGRO, AS 
DIFFERING FROM SYPHILIS 
IN THE WHITE RACE. 



Dr. Wm. Powell, of Grenada, Miss., 
contributes the following paper to the 
Tranmdions of the A/issisaippi titate Med* 
teal Assodaiion, J 878 : 

In preparing a report on the subject 
assigned to me at our last annual meet- 
ing, "Syphilis in the Negro, as differing 
from Syphilis in the White Race," I 
have been unable to find anything in ref- 
erence to it in print, but have been as- 
sisted by information kindly furnished 
by several members of this Association, 
and will give the result in a condensed 
form. 

The two races, white and black, seem 
io be equally susceptible to the influence 
of the syphilitic virus; tl:e primary chan- 



cre in its different stages, presenting very 
much the same appearance. Secondary 
symptoms are not as frequent in the 
negro as in the white, occasionally bub- 
oes form and in some cases cutaneous 
eruptions, erythema of the fauces, and 
mucous tubercles about the privates. 
Tertiary symptoms, such as so oilen af- 
fect the cutaneous, osseous and nervous 
sj'stem of the white, rarely, if ever, occur 
in the negro. 

Inherited syphilis occurs very fre- 
quently in the negro, and is the cause of 
the greater part of the fatality from this 
disease. Abortion is often produced, the 
foetus becomes affected, dies and is ex- 
pelled ; in other cases, the child is born 
alive, at full term, with syphilitic erup« 
tions, or they come on in a short time, 
say within six months; by far the great- 
er numl)er of these cases die ; according 
to ray observation, very few reach two 
years of age. 

The disease is far more amenable to 
treatment in the negro, than in the white, 
the oases yield readily, and the cures are 
more permanent and satis&ctory. 

Dr. B. F. Kittrell, of Black Hawk, 
h&s furnished a casfr of a negro man and 
his wife, both of whon he treated about 
ten years ago, for primary syphilis. The 
cases both yielded very readily to treat- 
ment; the woman miscarried Once or 
tw'ce, afterward gave birth to syphilitic 
children at full term. The disease yield- 
ed readily to treatment in these children. 
Her last child did not present any evi- 
dence of disease, showing the parents 
had lost all taint. 

Dr. R. S. Riuggold, of Grenada, has 
furnished a case of a negro man, to whom 
he was called several months since ; on 
examination, he found a true syphilitic 
chancre on the body of the penis, and a 
large bubo in each inguinal region, both 
of which discharjred pus freely on being 
lanced ; he prescribed for the case consti- 
tutional remedies and local applications; 
in about four or five weeks, he met his 
patient on the street, who reported him- 
self well; on inquiry, the Doctor learn- 
ed the case had recovered under the use 
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of slippery elm poulticeB to the buboes, 
and red oak ooze to the lobaacre; no 
constitatioDai remedj bad been taken. 

From what I cau see and leaniy the 
disease is very much on the increase in 
the negro population since the daji' of 
freedom to the race. This would be read- 
ily inferred from the free communication 
that exists among them, and particularly 
when we take into consideration the hab- 
its of the race, the fact of promiscuous 
intercourse, want of cleanliness, and of 
all hygienic regulations. 

Comparatively few of the cases are 
treated by compet<>nt phjrsicians ; many 
are treated by quacks of both races, with 
various nostrums, herhfa, roots, etc, and, 
no doubt, many are not treated at all. 
We are forced to the conclusion that the 
system of the African has the power of 
resisting the influence of the syphilitic 
virus, ot greatly modifying its eliects, 
and of gradually eliminating it from the 
system ; and this probably in proportion 
to the purity of the African blood — the 
mulatto Huflering more than the negro. 
But for this provision of nature, the whole 
Begro race would be swept from the &ce 
of the earth in a comparatively short 
time, by this disease alone. 

Controversy has been going on for 

some time, restive to the duality of the 
syphilitic virus. It has occurred to roe 
that this question is fully solved by the 
fact that the virus is modified, in pass- 
ing through the system of the negro. 
Syphilis imparted from white to white, 
continues syphilis indefinitely, producing 
chancre, fi>IIowed by its train of second- 
ary and tertiary symptoms, imbuing the 
whole system of the white. Syphilis im- 
parted from the white to the negro, be- 
ing modified, becomes syphiloid, produc- 
ing chancroid, rarely followed by second- 
ary and tertiary symptoms, gradually 
wears out and disappears from the sys- 
tem ; and if imparted from the negro to 
the white, continues to produce the mod- 
ified form of disease. — Va. Med. Month- 
ly^ August, 1878. 



DIPHTHERIA AND ITS TREAT- 
MENT. 



BY H. ▲• BBKUiB, M. B., C. M: 



In this region of- Iowa we have had 
to battle with the above dreaded di0eaa& 
for two years, and ever since its invaaion 
there have been many large families of 
children entirely swept away with tha 
disease. The profession have put forth 
more than ordinary exertions in tryidjc 
to discover a mode of trpatment thait woula 
match its deadly ravages, and,. I be}iiBve>. 
with partial success. In this- communi- 
cation, we do not intend to* discuss the- 
pathology of a disease on whieh so many 
scientific authors differ, and to which 
Oertel has done ^uch maf^terly justice ii^ 
giving so dear a description of its raor^ 
bid condition ; bat if we oonld aid the 
profession in any manner in giving oar 
experience and suoess with the plan o£ 
treatment adopted, we would be doings 
nothing but our duty. 

On August 30th, 1878, we had the 
privi ege of seeing a girl, thirteen years 
old, suffering severe symptoms of diph* 
theria. Sliue was the sixth child in a 
family oi eight that was smitten with the- 
malady, five having previously taken the 
disease, and all died, under the care of 
Dr. Medbery, of this city. Dr. M., ob- 
serving th<^ case in the morning, and 
knowing it to be a severe one, remarked 
that he could 'Mo nothing for her'' ; that 
^^she would die, as the others had.*' The 
family, not feeling satisfied with thi» 
prognosis, sent in ha^te, and I was soon 
on the scene of action. A^ertaining- 
that the bowels were locked up for sev- 
eral days, I ordered magnes* cit., one 
tablespoonful, at once. I then prescrib- 
ed the following : R. Sodas sulphocar- 
bolatis, grs. xxx ; saoeh. lactis, grs, xxx ; 
m. ft. divide into xx powders. Sig. r 
one powder to be taken every hour. Al- 
so, the following as a gargle : R. Pnlv. 
potas chlor., 5 iij ; acidi hydrocblorio 
dil., 3iij ; tine, capsici. 5j ; aqua ad., q. 
8. Sviij. M. S. — Use as a gargle every 
half hour. 
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In connection with this treatment, I 
adopted a novel plan of anointing the 
patches of micrococci with a steam ato- 
mizer^ throwing a solution of carholic 
acid, alcohol and water, of sufficient 
strength^ on the tonsils, throat and nasal 
passages, by inhaling. The plan pur- 
sued worked like a charm, for, on my 
]ie:ct visit, I was delighted to see no in- 
crease in the disease, and the tempera- 
ture had abated to 101 ® F., which was 
103.5^ the day before. 

Om September 1st, mj patient was 
convalescing^ the powders were lessened 
to intervals of three hours, the steaming 
also used every three hours. 

Patient No 2, a girl, nineteen years of 
age, in the same family, sickened on the 
5th of September. Her initial symp- 
toms were very severe. Temp., 104® ; 
Pulse, 120"^. The same plan of treet- 
ment was adopted. The only difference 
was an increase in the amount of medicine 
which was three grains of the sulpho- 
carbolateof soda every hour; the gargle 
and atomizer used as in the preceeding 
case. In three days my patient was con- 
valescent. 

Family No. 2. — in this family the 
worst fbatures of the disease was man- 
ifest. There were nine children in the 
family, and eight, whose a^es averaged 
between 18 months and 16 years, took 
the disease one after the other. The fam- 
ily, being German, the house small, and 
the comforts few, while the sanitary con- 
dition was anything but good, I antici- 
pated a large mortality. 

Patient 6, in this family, a chubby 
little boy of three years, took the disease, 
when at the same time he had a severe 
coryza. I remarked to the parents that 
this one could not sorely get well, but, 
after four days of careful treatment, he 
began to amend ; when the mother ^'step- 
ped out'' a moment, the little fellow 
bounded out on the floor, barefooted, 
and crept to the door. Before he could 
be put back to bed, he had "taken cold,'* 
and at my next visit I found fresh in- 
vasions of the disease. The nasal pas- 
sages were attacked, and the pharynx 



oompletely filled with the eryptoninio 
products. Ammpii..piof,, in grain w^s, 
was added to t)be carbotate, aa<i stimo- 
lants given freely, but n^tjiiog obuM 
stay the progress of the disease, dou^i 
taking place the fbllowiag day by suifo* 
cation. 

Since the commencement of the above 
plan of treatment, I have treated thir- 
teen cases, and one of which died* I 
attribute my suocesis pairtly to non-inter- 
ferance, locally, with swabbings, or 
painting the pseudo-*membrane, whioh^ 
in the hands of the most expert pbysi- 
eians, especially where small children 
are the patients, is a dangerous proce- 
dure ; and, when this part of the pro- 
gramme U left to nurses or parents, the 
tender and gorged mucous membrane is< 
sure to be wounded, which causes at 
once a ^resh surfttce for the bacteria to 
infest, and. moreover, small abscesses 
from beneath the mucosa and sobmucosa, 
the products of which are readily absorb- 
ed into the circulation, causing general 
blood poisoning.— i/icAigvzn Mediaal 
News. 



PRURITUS VULV-S: TREATED" 
WITH SUPHUR0U8 ACID. 



BY EDWARD B. STEVENS, M. D. LEBANON,. 

OHIO. 



I was recently consulted by a lady 
complaining as follows : Severe pruritus 
of the labial surfaces, extending to the 
external genitals, with an erysipelatous 
rash covering these surfaces, and at the 
same time an abundant leucerrhoeal dis- 
charge. She had applied a variety of 
lotions to the itching, burning parts with- 
out avail : — the leucorrhace had been of 
some time standing; general health good; 
supposes herself approaching the meno- 
pause, age 46. 

Upon examination found an erysipe- 
latous rash covering the labia and flaming 
up over the pubic region towards, the 
lower sur&ce of the abdomen ; it was 
angry looking and eczematous, with a 
watery exudation; on introducing that 
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•speculum found the rasli occupying the 
labial surfaces and eittending up over the 
outlet of the vagina. The superior por- 
tion of the vagina, and cervix of the 
uterus were perfectly healthy in appear- 
ance, whereas I had expected to find 
-abrasion of the os, or some condition of 
-chronic inflamation as the reason for the 
leucorfhoe discharge. Instead, I found 
the red point of a small mucous polypus 
tibput the size of a large pea showing 
itself at the OS. I had no difficulty in 
grasping the pedicle of this small poly- 
pus with slender foweps and snipping it 
off with scissors. Isupposecl this polypus 
was the irritant that produced the leu- 
<?orrhoea — and as I expected, its removal 
almost entirely arrested the discharge. 

For the pruitus and burning, I di- 
rected the parts to be freely bathed with 
sulphurous acid in full strength. The 
result was a prompt and entire relief 
"Subsequently there was a partial return 
for several times of the rash and puritus, 
but always completely and promptly re- 
lieved as at first by the free application 
of the sulphurous acid. 

My attentien was called to the efficacy 
of sulphurous acid in kindred cutaneous 
troubles, by a paper read a year ago in 
the American Dermatologioal Associa- 
tion by Dr. L. D. Bulkley of New York. 
He regards the group of cases he de- 
scribes in that paper, as not only eczcma- 
tous, but as having a parasitic origin, 
which he found to be uniformly correct- 
ed by the application of this acid. Shortly 
before the present case came into my 
/care, a lady applied to me with eczema 



of the face and neck, that came uoder 
the care of one of my most intelligent 
medical friends, and resisted all reason- 
able treatment, constitutional and local 
for many months. Dr. Bulkey's cases 
being fresh in my mind, I laid aside all 
constitutional remedies, and directed the 
parts to be freely bathed with sulphu- 
rous acid, full strength, with the effect to 
afford perfect and, as Bulkley expresses 
it — "exquisit relief.^' The acid was re- 
applied from time to time as the itching 
recurred and the cure is now complete, 
the skin having lost its scaly condition 
and become as smooth as an infant's. 

Some writers direct the application of 
sulphurous acid variously diluted — as 
with water, or glycerine. My experience, 
in a few cases only, agrees with that . of 
Dr. Bulkley, that there is no necessity 
to dilute the acid even for very delicate 
surfaces, I therefore direct the acid to 
be kept closely stopped, in bulk — and 
the patient to have an ounce ground 
glas3 stopper vial, which is kept supplied 
from the larger bottle for use ; due care 
being observed to avoid as far as possible 
atmospheric influence upon the acid. I 
advise the parts effected to be well sat- 
urated when ever the itching calls atten- 
tion to the disease. 

Puritus vulvae is frequently an obsti- 
nate affection, but I have hitherto found 
oases which were evidently eczematous, 
and my experience in the foregoing case, 
is given simply as affording an additional 
rational therapeutic remedy, especially 
when the pruritus is associated with this 
condition of parts. — JLa\ 



ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 



STAMMERING. 



A pamphlet, "Du Begaimentet de son 
Traitement Physiologique,'' by Dr. 
Jules Godard, although ostensibly written 
to bring into notice the method of treat- 
ment employed by a certain Profess ir 
^hervin, con tains. matter of some interest 



touching upon the medical history to 
this very common uervous trouble. It 
appears that Dupuytreu was accustomed 
to recommend stam merers to adopt a meth- 
od of speaking more like an operatic re- 
citative than ordinary conversation. Itard, 
a French physician, devised a metal fork 
to be worn under the tongue. Roller 
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adopted the theory, highly satisfactory 
to the stammerers themselves^ that their 
trouble was due merely to the fact that 
their vivid imaginations went too last ibr 
the machinery .which was to give utter- 
ance to their ideas. According io Mc- 
Cormscy the chief cause of stammering 
was the attempt to phonate with empty 
lungs^ and the cur6 consisted in causing 
a deep inspiration to precede the act of 
speaking. Serres considered that to the 
respiratory trouble there was added the 
choreic inco-ordination of the muscles of 
articulation, Colombat adopted an elab^^ 
orate clarification of stammerers. Thus 
he divided them into two chief classes^ 
— (a) the labio-choreic and (6) the guttu- 
ro-tetanic Tae labio-choreic admitted 
of four sub-classes, — viz., (1) deforming, 
criniamal, (8) aphonic (of women), (3) 
JS^iuacious with spluttering, and (4) lin- 
gual with lisping. The gutturo-tetanic 
admitted six sub-classes, — thus: (1) dumb; 
(2) intermittent} (3J choreiform; (4)can- 
ijie, in which the sound ^fnltted resem- 
bles barking; (5) epiletiform, with excess 
of limb movement; and (6) idiotic. Her- 
vey thought he saw the cause of stam- 
mering in the tongne being too short for 
the mouth, or the frsenum toori^id. His 
treatment consisted in snipping the 
frsenum or in wearing a metalic arc in- 
side the lower dental arch, so that the 
tip of the tongue might be brought in 
conti^t therewith. Dieffenbach adopted 
the heroic measure of dividing certain of 
the muscles going to form the root of the 
tgpgue, and velpeau, following in the 
same direction, had recourse to the divis- 
ion of certain muscles, and Amussat also 
advocated similar severe surgical meas- 
ures. 

The classification adopted by Godard 
and Chervin is as follows : 1, inspira- 
tory stammering; 2, expiratory stammer- 
ing; and 3, mixed stammering; and each 
of these three classes is divided into a 
gpmacial and a non-grimacial sub-class. 
Hke method of treatment adopted by 
Chervin is such as common fiense dictates, 
and such as has been in or^ary use in 
this country. It consists in a systematic 



drilling of the muscles Aised in phonation* 
and acticulatioD, the pupil being loade 
merely io imitate the movements of the : 
master. The simple movements of res-, 
piration are first practiced rythmioally 
and systematically, find if the patient bV 
a very bad stemmerer, absolute silence 13 
enjoined during the early days of his tui- * 
tion. Then follow lessons on the simple 
vowel sounds, and then the rythmical 
utterance of words and sentences is adop* 
ted. With many stammerers the success 
of this method of treatment is consider** 
able, and we doubt not that a iarge pro- 
portion may be practically cured by a 
patient drilling of this kind. Instances- 
are tolerably common of stammerers who 
have broken themselves of their unfortu- 
nate habit by systematic drilling, and in 
extreme cases it might be necessary to- 
follow the graduated system advocated, 
by M. Chervin. — London La»wd. 

HYPODERMIO ^INJECTION 

OF ERGOT IN A CASE OF 

KELOID. 



REPORTED BY DR. J. B, KBHPF« 



The treatment of kojoid tumors has so 
far been unsatisfactory. The following 
case is therefore of interest, as it illus^ 
trates the success of ergot in the treat* 
ment of keloid. 

In the fall of 1876, Miss M., ased 
nineteen years, &om Oil Creek, called 
upon my father. Dr. M« Kempf, to con- 
sult him about a growth on the rig;ht 
side of the face, over the lower jaw. it 
was a spontaneoQs growth of about two 
years' standing, resembling the cicatrix 
of a burn, perfectly smooth and solid, 
and accompanied by flashes of pain, lan- 
cinating in character. In the center of 
the growth the beat of a small artery 
could be felt. Dr. M. Kempf, not being 
certain whether the growth was malig- 
nant or not, advised an immediate re- 
moval| to which the patient consentod. 
After the removal of the growth, nothing 
untoward occurring, the patient returned 
home. 
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Itithft Bprii^ of 1877, Miss M. called 
again opbii ttiy &tbe^, Withar^ppear 
airae of tire gi^owth. It yms now oerti&iii 
tbjit*'tii*^^ tumor was a keloid. Where the 
86ttui:«s had been idseirted small keloids 
ap^jeah^ed. Tbis^ I believe^ is characteN 
isiic. 

Dr. Kempf could, ef course, not ex- 
j^t any success from another removal ; 
and ^, after a consultation with Dr. 
Knapp, he advised the hypodermic injec- 
tion of Sqtiibb's est. ergot, dissolved in 
alcohol. The patient's brother, being a 
physician, did the operation two or three 
times a week. 

I heard nothing more of the oase for at 
least a year, when, meeting the patient's 
brother again, he informed me that the 
keloid had entirely disappeared, after 
having been injectinl with ergot for sev- 
eral weeks. — Lou. Med. News. 



This trfiatknenthas never disiappointed 
me, an4 1 give it for what it is worth* 

CASCAttA 8AGRAD0 IN OONSTI- 

PATION. 



TREATMENT OF LEAD COLIC. 



Dr. Kelly, in New Prepccraiiom says : 
In your last issue I see a note saying that 
a correspondent in Colarado wauts some 
ideas on the treatment of ^' lead colic," 
or oolica pictonum, as it is more scientifi- 
cally termed. I have had quite a num- 
ber of patients apply to me for relief 
from this very ugly disease, some of 
which were employees in the white lead 
works •f this city. I have seeu this 
disease in all its phases fVom the mildest 
type to the roost violent, and the follow- 
ing treatment usually had the de<«ired 
effect: 

I first open the bowels in severe cases. 
I am as a rule compelled to resort to an 
injection composed of 

Oleum ricini. 

Molasses. 

Saponis aa. Sj. 

Aqua TepidfiB Oj. 

M. 

This seldom fails, in fact it never has 
in my hands. I then relieve the terrible 
abdominal pain with opium and proceed 
to give pot. iod. in 25 grain doses 3 
times per day. If the opium fiiils to af- 
ford relief I use chloromrm by inhala- 
tion. 



BY J. G. SDTTOK M. X)., GENEVA, OHIO. 



In reading of cascara sagrado, which is 
so highly recommended through your 
journal, I con<'luded to try it in that 
much dreaded disease, constipation* Ac- 
cordingly, I ordered some of Parke, Da- 
vis & Co. I tried it in a number of ca- 
ses^ in which it worked well, and in one 
case, which was especially interesting to 
me^ it did more than I had expected. I 
was called to visit Mrs. S., who had been 
sick for the last three years, the last two 
of which she has not had a natural evac- 
uation of the bowels, always being com- 
pelled to use an enema, which often fidl- 
ed to produce the desired effect, some- 
times she would pass three or four days 
without an evacuation, although using 
an injection every day. She had taken 
cathartics without any benefit from a 
half dozen physicians from all schools, 
had adopted hygienic measures and car- 
ried them out well, but to no effect. I 
gave her 

B Cascar sagrado, Sj- 

Berberis aquifolium, ^. 
Syr. simplex, Sij. 
and ordered her to take a teaspoonful 
four times a day until her bowels acted 
freely (as I had forgOtton to state, her 
bowels had not moved for four days 
when I first began its use), then but 
three times a day ; the desired effect was 
soon produced. The dose was diminish- 
ed one teaspoonful per day, and before 
she had taken the second prescription 
she said she needed no more medicine, 
and now she appears natural in that re- 
spect. — New Prepaxaiicms. 

TRANSLATIONS. 



CITBB OPONYCSrilA MALIGKA. 



Dr. Gaetano {Jour, dee SoL Med., 1878, 
p. 463 ; from II Morgoffni) was called to 
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s little g^l 10 ftSLiA of age who ihad eiift 
fered horribly, lor six montha with peri** 
^aodsubmiguftl aleeration of the right in<- 
«dtt finger. Having softetted and raiaed 
up the nail as otueh as passible, hedn>pp-»> 
•ea a coneeatiated solution of morphia 
upon the. sore, with which he kept it in 
oontaot a <|narter of an hoar. . He then 
covered thle diseased part with ve^ fine- 
ly powdiered nitrate oflead^ and envel*- 
oped the finger with a bandage. The 
pain was almost immediately E^Ueved, 
and the patienc slept soundly that night 
for the first time in a long periodj The 
bandage waa removed at the end of five 
•days, and the uloer was found about one- 
half healed. The application was re- 
peated^ and at the end of five days more 
complete cicatrization had tak^n place. 
In two other cases results as favorable 
were obtained by Dr. Gaetano^ the ap- 
plications being made more or less fre- 
quently as the case seemed to demand. — 
MeduxU Times. 



SPINAL DISEASE TREATED BY 
SAYRE'S PLASTER JACKET. 



Dr. Mae. Nauffhton, in British 2fed., 
Heeordy said : '^ W e are all too prone to 
run after new forms of wonderfiil cures ; 
and the cmical tests which time alone 
eupplies are overlooked or ignored in 
our desire to applaud an invention, er 
see in it some advantage over other 
menus which may have railed to satisfy 
our wishes^ or which do not meet all the 
difficulties which a variety of cases is 
sure to present. He did not think it 
right to expect more than average results 
from any treasment. Cases must con- 
stantly occur which fail under any treat- 
ment ; and it must have happened in the 
oase of the plaster jacket, that it has 
been applied in instances where no per- 
mauiBint ouie, nor indeed temporary ben- 
fit, could be aflecthdy ao advanced the 
disease, and so great the deformity. Pa^ 
rents have been so anxious and solicitous 
to try the benefit of the treatment, that 
he was sure many cases were put up 
wheie no material good or benefit with 



justice^ oouid be looked for. ' Qe bad 
traoed the resuits in the eases now on 
reoord, to the past month- Tbo minori- 
ty of tbem haa. been under treatment for 
a period of q^teen nine land ten monthe. 
Ais yet it was impos-tible to aiate deci- 
dedly permanent results in the majority 
of the caled ; bnt, from the Retails of 
those read^ it would be/seen that the su- 
periority and benefit of the jaekat over 
othet* means of treatwent wa^ unques- 
tionable. A large number of the eases 
quoted had been treated by other appli- 
ances made by the best makers, and 
under surgical advice ; little or no im- 
provement had taken place, notwith- 
standing tha]t these supports had been 
worn for months or years ; while the 
advantage of the jacket was immediate. 
Some of patients whose history waa read 
by Dr. Jone<i, and who are now walking 
about, restored to health under this 
treatment, had been confined to bed, or 
kept in the horizontal posture for years, 
lo only a few cases of the entire of those 
taeatea by him had there been what he 
would call, up to the present^ failure. 



GENITO-URINARY SURGERY. 



Mr. Reginald Harrison, of Liverpool, 
spoke in very favorable terms of the ap- 
paratus devised by Dr. Bigelow, of 
Boston, U. &., lor use in litbolapaxy, 
and his method of treating stone in the 
bladdcJ. Mr. Harrisson had recently, 
during a visit co the United States, 
turough the kindness of Dr. Bigelow, 
seen this operation practed. Though 
Ihe number of cases was at present few, 
yet the results have been satisfactory as 
to demand lor Dr. Bigelows proposals 
the very serious attention of those inter- 
ested in the subject. Mr. Harrison con« 
sidered thatj whether or not we snould 
be prepared to accept in their entireity 
Dr. Bigelow's proposals, the adoption of 
improved means of evacuation would 
tend to diminish the rate of mortality 
following lithotrity. 

Dr. W . H. Panooast, of Philadelphia, 
showed drawings of an instrument mod- 
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ified on the plan of Syine's urethrotome, 
which he was in the habit of using in 
operating on sttrictare of the urethra. 
He had aaed it in fourteen oases, some 
being of a severe character. The instru- 
ment conceals a knife, which can be 
pushed forward by a screw, and is guid- 
ed by a whale-bone bougie. 

Dr. J. P. H. Boileau urged the treat- 
ment of syphilis without mercury. He 
employed hot water baths, confined to 
bea, scnipulous cleanliness, a fiill diet, 
iodide, chlorate and nitrate of potassium, 
Dover^s powder, etc. His experience was 
questioned by most of his hearers. 

OIL OF AMBER IN ANGINOSE 
AFFECTIONS. 



For all that is known or said of it, 
rectified oil of amber might as well have 
been retired long ago to that silent ma- 
jority, the non-officinals; but I hope to 
suggest a use for it that may revive, at 
Jeast, a measure of its ancient praises. 

I should preface my clinical detail, 
however, by stating that the remedy has 
been put upon trial by me for a number 
of years in many cases, diverse in age, 
habits, circumistances, in short, in their 
entire envirpnments. 

It must also be understood that in sev- 
eral of the cases here described the oil of 
amber was merely adjuvant to the gen« 
eral treatment of the patient^s disease, 
and that it was expected to do only one 
thing — to relieve the cardiac pain. 

The question of organic or merely 
functional disease is not considered, as 
the amber is recommended only for the 
neuralgic efement, »o matter how associ- 
ated or excited, except, however, that 
the medicine is a stimulant, and is not 
thought appropriate in sthenic cases and 
cases of active aneurism^' or ventricu- 
lar dilatation with much hypertrophy. 

Spme years ago, when I lived in W heel- 
i[pg, the brothers Dr. Cummins invited 
me to see an oid lady who had suffered 
for years from sharp stitches in her heart, 
which grew in violence and frequency 
with her age, and her bowels were Habit- 



ually costive. Her physicians had fail— ^ 
ed to find an -eflfective means againslv 
either trouble. I pn^xwed she ^onlcL 
take from four to six, and, if need bc^ 
from eight to twelve, drops of rectified, 
oil of amber on a lump of sugar, melted 
in water, and repeat the dose every thir- 
ty to forty minutes at each paroxysm 
until better. So prompt was her relief 
each tim^ that the agency of the ^mbeir 
could not have been mistaken ; it 'also 
usually acted on her bowels. — Dr. Fhusky 
in Med. Times. 



THE INFLUENCE: OF SALICY- 
LATE OF SODIUM lisr THE 
TREATMENT OF DIABETES. 



Dr. Miller, ot Kiel {BulL Gen. de Th^ 
rap., 1878, vii. p. 142,) concludes from 
his experience that salicylate of sodium, 
causes the temporary disappearance ot 
i ugar from the urine, the improvement 
being oiore rapid under large doses^ 
where these are tolerated by the patient* 
The average dose at first is nine to ten 
grammes daily (one hundred and forty to 
one hundred and fifty ^ains,) but, as the 
efiect of the salicylate diminishes rapid- 
ly, the dose must be increased to finirteen 
or sixteen grammes daily, in order to* 
hope for continued improvement on th& 
part of the patient. Salicylate of sodi- 
um can be administered in large dofle» 
and for a long time without danger* 
Should toxic symptoms show themselves^ 
these will rapidly disappear on the 
sation of the medicine. — Med. Tmes^ 



To Conceal THE Taste op Qudtia.. 

— Dr. S. Ashhurst says that if cinchona 
be mixed in the proportion of one grain 
of the alkaloid to four grains of sugar or 
milk, and one-tenth of a grain of bicar- 
bonate of sodium, it will leave no* bitter 
taste in the mouth. The mixture majr 
be taken dry or dissolved in water. — ^ 
DruggiM Oh^evUar. 



Hiccough cured by Compb3588iok^ 
— A case is cited from a French journal^ 
in which hiccough which had been 
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x^eesant for fifty days'* was cured in 'five 
fiiindlefi^y powerfiil compression over 
^e epigastrium. Ail other conceivable 
means had fiiiled. — Pacific Mediea and 
JSwrguxL-Jouma, August, 1878. 

VALENTINE^S MEAT-JUICE. 



This preparation, as fts name implies, 
is the juice of meat expressed by a pow- 
erful hydraulfc press. Unlike simple 
extracts of meat it contains a large quan- 
tity of albumen in solution along with 
some heemoglobin.' When heated, or 
when mixed with hot water, the albu- 
men is precipitated, and the hsBmoglo- 
bin coagulated, so that the reddish colour 
of the solution is changed to a light 
brown, and the liquid becomes turbid. 
The makers, therefore, recommend that 
it should be mixed with cold or moder- 
ately warm water. We find, however, 
that when boiled or mixed with hot wa- 
ter, it forms a very palatable beef-tea, 
and in many cases' might be given in 
this form, although in cases of great ex- 
haustion, where the utmost nutriment is 
required, the mixture with cold water 
might be better. The makers also re- 
commend that admixture with acids be 
avoided ; but it has been shown that the 
imperfect 'digestion in fevers depends on 
want of acid in the stomach, and not on 
want of pepsin. The addition of a little 
dilute hydrochloric acid to meat-juice 
and water makes a very pleasant drink, 
and likely to be grateful to patients. 
Some of the albumen <5fthejuice may be 
absorbed from the stomach unchanged, 
but part will probably bo digested, and 
the acid will hasten this process. Alto- 
gether, we think that this juice will be of 
great servioe to the physicians as afford- 
ing a concentrated and easily assimilated 
form of nutriment. — The Practitioner y 
June 1878, 



CXXTO BARK. 



He used both the powdered bark and 
the tincture, one part of bark to nine of 
85 per cent, alcohol. Gietel concluded 
that coto is a specific in diarrhoea. 
Burkart and Riecker, experimenting 
also with ootoin, came to the same con- 
clusion as Gietel. Since February, 
1877, FronmuUer himself employed co- 
to in some two hundred cases of various 
diseases, of which ninety-three suffered 
with colliquative diarrhoea, and ninety- 
one from sweating of the same grave 
character. Of the various preparations 
employed, tinctura cotonis was used in 
one hundred and nine cases in the dose 
of about one hundred drops per day on 
an average. In twenty-four cases co- 
toin was used in the dose of o. I. to o. 3 
decigramme several times a day in pow- 
der. In five cases paracotoin was ad- 
ministered in somewhat larger doses; 
in five cases soft coto resin to the 
amount of 0.12 to 0.6 decigramme per 
day in pill form. The medicine was usu- 
ally directed against the excessive diarr- 
hoea or sweating; in a few instances 
against the loss of appetite. In ninety- 
two cases of colliquative diarrhoea oc- 
curring in typhoid fever and tubercu- 
losis, fi^fty were entirely relieved, twentyr 
six were improved, and nine remained 
unaffected. In some cases the diarrhoea 
relapsed, but was again checked. In 
most cases, however, good stools were 
soon obtained. The best results were 
gained by large doses. The tinctura co- 
tonis was given in water, and taken 
without difficulty. In a few cases the 
patient complained of burning and tick- 
ling in the throat; this appeared due to 
some want of care in preparation. Coto 
has the advantage over other similar 
remedies used in diarrhoea, that it wi'^ 
^oves the appetite. A medium dose of 
the tincture is fifty drops, thrice daily, 

fiven on sugar or in water, — Medical 

AILANTHUS GLANDULOSA. 



Goto was first employed clinically (in 
Germany) by Dr. Gietel in Munich. 



The "tree of heaven," as it is called, 
which in its home attains a height of 80 
to 100 feet, is nsed in Greece as an orna- 
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meDtal roadeide tree^ but during the pe- 
riod of floweriug it gives oft very disa- 
greeable odors, whence it niight more 
aptly be called "stink- tree." In this 
respect it resembles the stinking-bean 
trefoil; Anagyris Jadida. Many years ago 
the bark of Ailanthus was praised as a 
remedy for tapeworm. My own exper- 
iments convinced me of its useful ness^ at 
least in dogs^ to whom I administered a 
saturated decoction of the fresh bark. 
Hunting dogs, imported from western 
Europe into Greece, are very apt to be 
affected with tapeworm, when they rap- 
idly become emaciated and die, unless 
speedily relieved. — New Remedies, 

STRYCHNIA OR NUX VOMICA 

AS A TONIC. 



In the Praciiiiontry Dr. T. Lauder 
Brunton says strychnia is at once a gas- 
tric, vascular and nervous tonic. Itbas, 
with the exception of quinine, a more 
powerful action than most other bitters, 
in preventing putrefaction. It excites 
the sensibility of the vaso-motor centre, 
thus exerting a beneficial eftect upon the 
circulation, and likewise directly stimu- 
lates the nervous tissue of the spinal cord 
itself. So great is its effect upon the va- 
so-motor centre that by its means physi- 
ologists have discovered that instead of 
being confined to the medulla oblongata, 
as was formerly imagined, this centre 
extends down the spinal cord. It has 
just been said that an impression made 
upon the sensory nerves reflexly stimu- 
lates the vaso-motor centre, contracting 
the vessels and raising the blood-pressure, 
but when a cut is made across the spinal 
cord, just below the medulla oblongata, 
this result is not produced. From this 
experiment it has been concluded that 
the vaso-motor centre was entirely con* 
Sued to the medulla oblongata above the 
place of section; but ii a little strychnia 
be BOW injected into the veins of )an ani- 
mal in Which the cord has been thus di- 
vided, and 9, sensory nerve be then irri- 
tated, the vessels will contract and the 
pressure of the blood will rise. It thus 



became evident that the vaao-motor 
centre extends down the oord from th^ 
medulla, but that its spinal portion is ao 
feebly developed that under ordinary cix* 
curostances it has no power to contract 
the vessels when reflexly excited by 
stimulation of the sensory nerve. Bat 
strychnia has the power to increase it& 
excitability so much, that reflex stimolar 
tion in this way will produoe through it 
a decided effect. Now, when we co]»- 
sider that sensory impulses are proceed- 
ing every moment from the skin to the 
vaso-motor centre, we can readily per- 
ceive how a slight increase in suscepti- 
bility, produced by strychnia, will have 
a wonderful effect in raising the tone of 
the vessels, and aiding the circulation* 
The mode in which quinine acts is not so 
clear, but we know from observation, 
that, also in small doses, it renders the 
pulse stronger and less compressible. 
From what has just been said, then, it 
would appear almost that strychnia or 
nux vomica is one of the most valuable 
tonics which we possess. When com^ 
bined with nitro*hydrochloric acid, it y& 
perhaps, one of the most efficient reme-* 
dies that we can give for the debility 
which is so oAen noticed in warm weath^ 
er, and when the ordinary tonics, such a» 
gentian, columbo, cascariila, or quinine 
do not produce the desired results, the 
addition of a little nux vomica or 
strychnia to them may give us the wish- 
ed^fbr efiect. — Medical and Surgical 
Journal. 



CONTRACTION OF THE FIN. 

GER8. 

{The Britieh Medical Jovmalf June 
29, 1878).— Mr. William Adams thus 
d^cribes the operation and treatment 
which he now practices in eases of 
Dupuytren's contraction : 

1. The subcutaneous division of all 
the contracted bands afi&soia which can 
be felt ; the bands to be divided by sev- 
eral l^uncttires, with the sa^aUest tenot- 
omy* kmfe passed under the skin and 
cutting from above downwards, a pled- 
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get of lint being at onoe plaoed over 
each paBCture and retained in position 
by a strip of plaster. 

2. Immediate extension to the foil 
extent required for the complete straight- 
ening of tne fingers, where this is poss- 
ible, and the application of a retentive 
welUpadded metal splint from the wrist 
along the palm of the hand and the fin- 
gers ; the tingers and hand to be band- 
aged to the splint. 

3. The bandage not to be removed un- 
til the fourth day, when the lint and 
plaster may also be taken ofP, as the cu- 
taneous punctures are always found to be 
healed by the fourth day. The retentive 
metal splint to be re-applied^ and the 
hand and fingers bandaged to it. 

4. Extension to be kept up by the 
splint worn continuously night and day 
for two or three weeks ; but the splint 
and bandage to be changed every two 
or three days. After this the extension 
splint is to be worn at night only for an 
additional three or four weeks, free 
motion being encouraged during the 
day. 

TREATMENT OF GLANDULAR 
SORE THROAT. 



between meals. If the larynx be mnob 
implicated, the patient should inspire 
deeply while the spray is playing upon 
his throat. This very simple method of 
treatment has lately been found to be of 
striking service. The cure may be exn 
^edited by the application of astringeni 
solutions to the pharynx and larynx by 
means of suitable brashes. When there 
is much secretion, extract of eucalyptus 
is a good local astringeot, which may be 
used in the form ol lozenge. — 76. 

DEATH FROM ERGOT EMPLOY- 
ED TO CAUSE ABORTION. 



{The British Med. Jour. July 6, 1878). 
— Dr. James Sawyer writes as follows of 
his treatment of this disease : Glandu- 
lar sore throat, by which is meant ca- 
tarrhal congestion or inflamation in and 
around the glandulse of the mucus mem- 
brane of the pharynx and larynx, is a 
very tedious and troublesome affection. 
It has been known as dysphonia clerico- 
rum; it is, in fact, the chronic sore 
throat to which persons are liable who 
use their voices extensively, especially in 
large rooms or in the open air. Dr. 
Sawyer desires to draw attention to the 
usefulness of the topical application of 
borax in its treatment. He orders a sat- 
urated aqueous solution, which the pa- 
tient applies to his throat by the aid of 
Corby n's throat-spray. The «^ray shoaid 
be employed for several minutes thrice 
or more frequently daily ; and midway 



J. C. Lincoln, M. D., of Bowling 
Green, Ohio, reports a case of the above- 
mentioned nature, in which the effects 
produced by the dru^ were swelling and 
discoloration of the lips and face, dilated 
pupils, anxious and alarmed expression 
of countenance, pulse of forty^eight and 
weak, cold extremities ; purplish hue of 
skin over entire surface, persistent vom- 
iting and purging, and an alarming de- 
gree of prostration. Coma supervened; 
action of heart became more &eble, 
breathing irregular, and death took 
place two days after the abortion occur- 
red^ and four days after taking the er- 
got, which was afterwards ascertained to 
have been in the form of fluid extract^ 
and in quantity four ounces.— iVeu? Hem^ 
ediea. 



MANAGEMENT OF THE 
BREASTS WHERE NURSING IS 
NOT ADOPTED. 



Nearly all the speakers agreed (at 
New York Academy of Medicine) that 
the best plan was to let the breasts entire- 
ly alone. Dr. Hubbard said that such 
had been his practice during his connec- 
tion with the Infant Asylumi wh^re 
most of the mothers did not nurse 
their children, and during the whole of 
that period there was not a mammary 
abscess formed. The pain in the breasts 
subfiidedj, as a rule^ within twenty-four 
or forty^ight hours, and no further 
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trouble was experienced if no attempt 
was made to draw the milk. If the milk 
was drawn only once, the character of 
the ease was entirely changed. This 
method of treatment appears to us quite 
ratioustly and if at the same time the bow^ 
els be kept freely open and the diet restrict 
ted, it will generally be successful. 

Local Anaesthetic. — As a local 
ansesthetic to apply to gums, in the ex- 
traction of teeth we find the following 
(in Dental Cosmos.) 

E. Pulo Oamphop dr i? 

Sulphurio Ether oz i 

Apply to the gum around the tooth 
with a pledget of cotton moistened with 
the mixture, until the gums turn white, 
when the tooth can be extracted with lit- 
tle pain. 

Iodoform Ointment. — Iodoform 5 parts; 
hog's lard, 45 parts; to be melted togeth- 
er at the temperature of a water-L»ath, 
and stirred until cool. To be marked 
"for external use." In pruritus, pruri- 
go, chronic eczema, fissures, and painful 
ulcers. — Lancet and Qinio. 

HOT MUSTARD BATHS IN PNEU- 
MONIA OF CHILDREN. 

• Dr. Weber in American Journal, ob- 
stetrics reporting a case says: 

I recognized pneumonic infiltration of 
both upper lobes. In spite of emetics, 
digitalis, mustard plasters and poultices 
over the chest, she became cyanotic at 
the end ot the third day, with stertorous 
breathing, cold extremities, and failing 
heart'w action. It occurred to me at this 
stage to.immerse the patient in a hot mus- 
tard bath of 105^ F.. prepared by diffus- 
ing about a pound of mustard in a baby 
tubfuU of hot water. I kept her in for 
about ten minutes, making thorough 
friction all over the surfiice, and until 
the skin had assumed a pinkish color. Af> 
ter being put to bed, which I had well 
warmed previously, the child began 
breathing easier and soon fell asleep. — 
The skin remained warm, and an hour 
after the bath the child was perspiring 



freely. With the improvement of res^ 
piration, the pulse became stronger and 
less frequent, and the child took the 
breast readily. Encouraged by this suc>» 
cess, I repeated the process four hours 
later with the same good result; and after 
having ad.ninistered five baths in the 
course of forty-eight hours, and given no 
medicince whatever, I bad the satisfac^ 
tion of seeing my patient convalescent." 

CALOMEL. 



Dr. McElroy, in a report to the Gains- 
ville Ao. of Med. says: 

^^So calomel h{is held its place in the 
rapeutics for centuries ; its use having 
been at times violently opposed, even to 
calling into existence sects in medicine, 
founded only on the single idea of not 
using it at all. Perhaps the abuse of it 
was chief reason for the birth of homeo- 
pathy, and its life — a vigorous one in 
many centres of population — in our day. 

I have somehow got to giving much 
more credit and importance now, than 
formerly, to the Latin maxim 'Vox Dei,' 
or possibly its fellow, " Vox Populi, Vox 
justiitiae," i. e. that the ultimate judg- 
ments of the people are always just. 

The people seeing the injurous effects 
of calomel, as used by the profession, re- 
bel against it. The profession is firm in 
its position. New sects are called into 
existence to oppose its use. When the 
profession learns the lesson the people, 
designed to teach, these sects pass out of 
existence. The people are, after all, the 
ultimate arbiters in regard to medical 
practice. If patronage is withdrawn 
from the regulars, or from any sect, they, 
or it, must soon pass out of existence. 

For some years during my profession- 
al life, I think I did not prescribe ten 
grains of calomel per year. And I could 
not get along without it if people would 
have patience without substitutes. But 
they did not like to take alkalies long 
enough, nor wait the effects of podo- 
phylln, iodine, etc., nor would they have 
patience. But every now and then one 
would leave me. So, in self-defense. 
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possibly self-preservation, I had to re- 
sume its use. But I had become, as I 
believe, wiser during the period of non- 
using. It is, to say the least, a wonder- 
ful effecacious agent in the hands of actu- 
al working practioners; and as happily 
convenient. The ideals now in use in 
the profession regarding its modus ope- 
randt are purely scholastic, having little 
or iio representation in nature. Cathar- 
tic, cholpgogue, alterative, deobstruent, 
etc., are fictions of men. Calomel, as all 
"stored up" force in the same material, 
in the same chemical condition, but has 
one effect, increased or decreased accord- 
ing to quantity, and tirae,'iB its intro- 
duction into living bodies. It is materi- 
al, so far as the mental mercury is con- 
cerned — not a natural constituent of 
living bodies. Its operation is to quick- 
en the pace of the waste of existing tis'% 
sue. The growth of living bodies has 
limitations. Flesh, living flesh, which 
does not disintegrate, performs no natuiv 
al function. Where such an event takes 
place in a living body, the result is calN 
ed a "tumor," ''morbid growth" or hy*- 
perthrophy." The stoppage of physioK 
ogical decay of living tissue is death. 
The retardation of physiological decay 
constitutes a pahthological condition. 
The pathological condition, so to speak, 
ceases to be such, when the pace of 
melecular disintegration is hurried up, 
no matter by what means, to the phys** 
iological velocity. I do not, therefore, 
now associate with its admini)«tration 
conception of "unloading the primae 
viae% "rousing up the secretions," or stirs 
ring up the "bile." My concepts are 
limitea to quickening that pace of moN 
ecular works, not alone in the -abdomen 
but thoughout the remotest parts of a 
living body. 

I know now that my mistake in early 
professional life was in too large doses, 
giving too much at a time, repeating too 
often. In its employment now, with 
the better understanding of its effect, I 
rarely ever give more than half a grain, 
and not often nearer together than six 
hours, if the dose is to be repeated. In ' 



the bulk of cases the bowels will operate 
freely inside of twenty four hours. A fail- 
ure to do so indicates some modi6cation& 
of structure in the nerve masses, or mus*^ 
cular structure, i. e. partial paralysis, so 
to speak. Singularly enough I find one 
of its highest uses to be in delicate and 
weakly persons, with whom tonics disa- 
gree, or fail to work satisfactorily, or to 
be followed by improvement. Half 
a dozen granules of half a grain each at 
from six to twelve hours' interval, seem 
to get up the requisite speed in molecu- 
lar changes, followed by the culmination 
of effect, or dead matter; when tonics 
will be followed bv the desired results, 
unless there are permanent changes of 
structure to modify, or wholly prevent 
them.— Oin, Md. News. 



GLYCEROLE OF SUBACETATE 
OF LEAD IK ECZEMA. 



CASES BY PilOF. DUHRING. 

For an account of the theory of action 
of glycerole, reference may be made to 
Mr. Squire's papers. The formula 
which he suggests is as follows : 

Acetate of lead, 5 parts ; 

Litharge, 3J parts ; 

Glycerine, 20 parts, by weight. 
Mix, and expose for some time to a tem- 
perature of 350° F. Filter through a 
hot water funnel. The clear viscid fluid 
resultant contains 120 grains of the sub- 
acetate of lead to the ounce. It is used 
as a stock from which the preparations 
employed are made by dilution with 
simple glycerine. In the cases below 
noted, the strength of the glycerole in 
any given instance is designated by the 
number of grains of subacetate of lead 
which it contains. 

Although, as the title of this paper 
indicates, the majority of the cases of 
which notes are nere given belong to 
the category of eczema rubrum, yet 
some iilstances are included of other 
forms of eczema. These are introduced 
with a view to show the effect of the 
glycerole in these case^, and for pur- 
poses of comparison. 
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Case I. — Myra W., set. 55. Applied 
for treatment January 18. E. rubrvm, 
leg. Disease covers the limb from ankle 
half-way to knee. There is oedema, in- 
titration, a red, weeping surface, vari- 
cose veins^ intense itching and burning. 
The patient a large, stout woman ; the 
affection of some months' duration. Gly- 
•cerole gr. xv, ad 5i. Bits of rag satu- 
rated with lotion to be laid freshly on 
:affected parts ni<^ht and morning, and 
then bandage to be applied. Limb not 
to be washed excepting when crusts 
accumulate, then with hot water and 
brown soap. Jan. 23. — Improvement. 
Less oedema, little weeping, no itching 
or burning. The leg had only been 
washed once, on account of the pain this 
procedure caused. There was a thin 
white deposite over the surface. Jan. 
30. — The oedema and infiltration have 
become so rapidly reduced that the skin 
is wrinkled. Pigmentation beginning. 
Colof of surface dubky red, inclining to 
brown. Patient delighted with success 
of treatment. June 20. — No medicine 
for a month or more. Completely cured, 
excepting that a small patch of infiltra- 
ted skin remains on instep. 

This was in every way a typical case 
of eczema rubnim, and exemplifies very 
well that form of disease in which the 
glycerole appears to act to the best ad- 
vantage. The rapid diminution in the 
oedema and swelling was striking, and 
the relief given to the patient was re- 
markable. 

Case II. — Mary Ann S., set. 47, Ap- 
plied for treatment May 7. E, rubr-um, 
leg. Palm sized patch over front of leg, 
including a shallow ulcer the size of a 
quarter dollar. The diseased skin red, 
nifiltrated, and slightly moist. Sensa- 
tions both of itching and burning. The 
limb swollen and oedematous, and show- 
ing varicose veins. Some months' dura- 
tion. Glycerole gr. xx ad 5i. Not to 
be washed. Elastic stocking. May 
16.— Great relief May 24.— Patch of 
eczema one-half original size. Ulcer 
entirely healed. June 6. — Nearly well. 



The rapidity of cure in this case was 
somewhat unnsual for a patient obliged 
to pursue her ordinary avocations with- 
out cessation. It may be attributed in 
part to the aid given by the elastic stock- 
ing, but we are quite sure that this 
alone would not have cured a patch of 
chronic eczema with ulceration unless 
the glycerole had also been carefully and 
thoroughly applied. 

Case III. — Christiana D., set. 68. Ap- 
plied March 19. E. erythematomm et 
fismmy palms and soles. Aggravated case. 
Palms show a not unusual degree of the 
disease. So'ies very severely affected, 
covered with tough, greenish-brown, 
heaped-up masses of horny epidermis, 
and deeply fissured, looking like rhino- 
ceros hide. Least movement causes skin 
to crack, and gives intense pain. March 
26.— Glycerole gr. xv. ad Si. April 2. — 
Improvement. Skin less red ; fissures 
closed ; much less scaliness. Soak the 
feet every evening in hot water, and 
wash them with brown soap before ap- 
plying the glycerole. May 8. — Palms 
nearly well ; only a few small scaly 
patches remain. Backs of hands itch. 
Wash with tar soap. Soles much im- 
proved, though still scaly. 

Though not belonging to the class of 
E. rubrum, this case is noteworthy as 
showing the goi)d effect of the dycerole 
in a peculiar intractable form of eczema, 
where, it should be said, other forms of 
internal and external treatment had 
failed. 

Case IV. — Jane McC, eet. 42. Ap- 
plied February 5. E. squamosum et nt- 
bruriy kg. Hand-sized patch over front 
of lefl ankle and instep; similar but 
smaller patch on right sole. A number 
of varicose veins about ankle. Glyce- 
role gr. XX, ad. 5i. Leg not to be wash- 
ed, but to be bandaged with great care. 
Feb. 7. — Improvement. Tendency to 
the formation of pustules here and there, 
both over seat of disease and in neigh- 
borhood. Feb. 12.- Nearly well. Thick 
deposits over skin. Wash off. She 
cime two or three times more, always 
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improving, and was discharged, finally^ 
quite well, April 4. 

A very satisfactory result. The affec- 
tion was practically cured in a week, 
though it took some time longer to re- 
move all traces of its existence. The 
formation of ])ustules in this ca'^e did not 
interfere with the cure. Usually, the 
appearance of these lesions signifies that 
the glycerole does not agree. — "Medi- 
cal Times." 



ON THE USE OF WINE IN THE 
CAPILLARY BRONCHITIS OF 
CHILDREN. 



M. Bonamy, of Nantes speaker highly 
the use of wine in the treitraent of 

pillary bronchitis in very young chil- 
dren. He does not think very lir^e 
doses advisable; he does not think very 
large doses not think very large doses 
advisable; he gives from five to siz 
ounces daily to children between one and 
two years of agje, varying the dose also 
according to the strength of the patient. 
As adjuvants he employs cutaneous re- 
vulsives and ipecac. He reports three 
cases in which this treatment was crown- 
ed with complete success. One was a 
case of severe broncho pneumonia ; from 
five to six ounces of Malaga wine were 
given daily, and under its influence the 
respiration fell rapidly from 50 to 26 in 
a minute. In the other two cases he 
had to deal with broncho-pneumonia 
complicating pertussis; ooe of the pa- 
tients was in a state of collapse when the 
treatment was begun. He used the fol- 
lowing formula in these cases: Malaga 
wine, 5 iij. ; peppermint water, 5 ijss. ; 
syrup of orange-peel, 5 v. M. A des- 
sertspoonful every hour. — Jour, de M. 
d, et de Chir. 



conjunctival granulations : a blunt- 
pointed hair pencil is slightly moistened, 
impregnated with a small quantity of 
the powder, and then brushed lightly 
over the exposed surface, so as to touch 
all the greuulations. The mucosa musfc 
first be carefully cleansed. He claims 
thst incrustations on the cornea are not 
to be feared, even when ulcers exist. 
The granulations, after the applicatioQ^ 
appear flattened and shrivellea, and are 
covered with a delicate, whitish pellicle, 
the reaction does not (ast longer t'?aa 
twenty-four hours, but it is sufficient to 
repeat the operation every four or five 
days. The advantages claimad f )r this 
treatment over that by nitrate of silver 
or blue^toae are that it is less painful, 
that cicatrice? are less likely to form, and 
that the time revuirel to pro luce 
atrophy of the granulations is only ab^ut 
half as long. — L? Li/on MedleaL 

TREAlTMENT OP CROUP BY IN"- 
JECriON OF LIQ. FERRC SES- 
QUICHLORID INTO THE 
LARYNX AND TRICHEA. 



NEUTRAL AGETATE OF LEAD 
IN GRANULAR CONJUNCT!^ 
VITIS. 



Dr. Pierd'houy employes finely pow- 
dered, neutral acetate of lead in the fol- 
lowing manner, in the treatment of 



Dr. Palvadeau in the Union M micale 
1878, No. 86, reports two cas3s of croup 
that were treated by him and Regi by 
means of injections of liquor feri ses- 
quichlorid that recovered. His method 
is as f )ltows : "15 drops of the liquor 
are mixed with 15 drops of water and 
this solution is injected by means of a 
hypodermic sy rings into larynx. The 
needle o^ the syrinye is introduced to the 
depth ofl — IJ centimeters, above the 
thyroid cartilage and then 5 to 6 drops 
of the solution are then injected. Two 
hours after the injection has baen made 
an emitic is adminiotered. Uusually^ the 
membranes were expectorated after a 
short time. If improvement does not 
follow in a short time the injection must 
be repeated." R^gi, in his cas3 was 
forced to inject several times; finally, 
however, membranes were spit up. Pal- 
vadeau considers this method entirely 
devoid of danger and producing no haroi. 
- 'Li/ncet and Clinic. 



344 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



J HE COLLODION BANDAGE IN 
THE TREATMENT OF UMBI- 
LICAL HERNIA. 



In the Vienna general Policlinic, the 
collodion bandage of Rapa (of Naples) is 
used. It is applied in the following 
manner : The mother takes the child on 
oer lap, the shoulders lying on the lelt, 
the hips on the right leg. The upper 
extremities of the child are held fast by 
the left band of the mother, the lower 
extremeties by the right hand. 

The hernia and its visinity are now 
penciled over with a broad layer of col- 
lodion. The hernia is now reduced and 
a folded compress 4 centimeters wide 
and 3 centimetres long is placed over 
the ring, the side next to the hernia hav- 
ing been covered with collodion. This 
compress is held in place by an assistant, 
a long strip of Bdhesive plaster, 3 centi- 
meters broad, is placed over it. This strip 
must be long enough to pass around the 
body and cross upon the abdomen. Du- 
ring the application of the plaster the 
recti-muscles must be pressed together 
by an assistant. Finally, over this a 
linen bandage equally long anc broad is 
applied, and the entire surface of the 
bandage over the abdomen is covered 
with collodin. 

To protect from eczema, Monti applies 
« mivture of emplast. diachyli simp, and 
cerat. fuscum, instead of the adhesive 
plaster. The formula is, emplast. diachyl. 
simp.,30; cerati fusci 10; ol. oliv. 9.5 ; 
ut liquifact, fl. emplast. — Lancett. 

REMARKS ON EXTRACT OF 
MALT AND ITS COMBINA- 
TIONS. 



From a paper read by J. J. Mulberon, M. D., at a 
meeting of the Wajne County Medieal Society. 



I appreciate the fact that many of ©ur 
more conservative members are inclined 
to look with distrust on many of the new 
preparations which enterprising phar- 
macists are giving to the professioo. 



This feeling, it mufst be admitted, has- 
too much foundation in the impositions- 
which unscrupulous manufacturers have 
practiced; but there is a possibility of 
carrying it too far. The profession of 
this country^ besides being intensely 
practical^ is also tolerably discriminative^ 
it soon learns what estimate to place on 
anything it has put to practical test, and 
the fact that an article is spoken of with 
favor some years after its introduction i» 
pretty good presumptive evidence ot 
merit. This time-test successfully with- 
stood, should justify a trial of any reme- 
dy by the most conservative. * * '•^ 
Among articles of comparatively recent 
introduction in this country may be 
mentioned Extract of Malt, prepared 
afler the method of Troramer. Al- 
though for a long time enjoying the con- 
fidence of the profession of Europe, and 
particularly of gerraany, it has been be- 
fore the profession of this country for 
only about five years. It has stood the 
time-test alluded to, and is to-day more 
popular than at any time since its intro- 
duction. Its combinations with other 
articles has increased its popularity, and 
these combinations are, perhaps, more 
generally employed than either of their 
constituents. 

My experience with Extract of Malt 
has been confined to its use in diseases of 
mal-nutritioii and raaK assimilation. In 
such affections the stomach and the di- 
gestive portion of the intestines are pri^- 
marily involved, and these failing in 
their functions, decomposition takes the 
place of digestion and we have absorp^ 
tion of unnatural products, with the 
j long line of dis^^rders which follows, and 
! to which a variety of names is applied. 

Before any local trouble manifests 
itself dyspeptic symptoms call for relief^ 
and the failure in the digestion of car- 
bonaceous ingesta is rapidly followed by 
lose of weight, sometimes even to ema- 
ciation. Theoretically, then, the remedy 
indicated at this stage is one which shall 
improve digestion. The whole gamut 
of the materia mediea has been run for 
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such a remedy. Tonics^ alteratives, sed- 
atives^ stimulants^ etc.^ have io turn been 
tried and found wanting. 

An analysis of Extract of Malt sug- 
gests this article asa valuable agent, and 
its employment quite justifies the hope 
inspired of such analysis. Besides its 
tonic properties, it is rich in food (glu- 
cose) which has undergone an important 
step in the process of indigestion. In 
the latter pro|)erty it possesses a great 
advantage over cod-liver oil, which so 
often not only ofi'eods the impaired stom- 
ach, but which is, under most circum- 
stances, so difficult of digestion. 

It is further valuable because of its 
property of emulsifying cod-liver oil, 
and thus aiding in the digestion of the 
latter, and, indeed, it is in such combina- 
tion that I have had most experience in 
its use. In several cases in which I re- 
garded the oil as indicated it positively 
disagreed, but became perfectly tolerable 
when given in emulsion with the malt 
extract. 

In support of the proposition thatj 
Extract of Malt merits a thorough trial 
at the hands of the profession, I submit 
the following reports from cases which 
have been under my charge: 

Mrs. R. consulted me three years ago 
last May for an annoying cough. I as- 
certained that her health had been fail- 
ing for some time and that she had lost 
flesh appreciably. She complained of 
dyspnoea on the slightest exertion. Ex- 
pectoration was very scanty and of tena- 
cious mucus, with occasional streaks of 
blood. Digestion very imperfect, with 
much acidity and eructation. Appetite 
very poor. Inspection revealed dimin- 
ished expansion in the infra-clavicular 
portion of left lung. Percussion elicited 
but slight dullness. Auscultation show- 
ed respiration to be interrupted in its 
rhythm and somewhat bronchial. Here 
was a case of incipient fibrous phthisis, 
a diagnosis made more clear by its sub- 
sequent history. I placed her on cod- 
liver oil, and ordered a mixture for the 
relief of the annoying cough. The latter 
had the efiect of giving slight relief, but 



the oil was not tolerated. After three 
months it was painfully manifest that 
the disease whs progressing. 

Shortly after this she oecame preg- 
nant, and this was followed by an im- 
provement of all the symptoms referra- 
ble to the lungs. With the exception of 
a slight roughness in the respiratory 
murmur, no trace of the lung difficulty 
remained at the sixth mouth of pregnan- 
cy. At the seventh month, however, she 
miscarried; the child lived thirteen hours 
Immediately after the iinfavorable lung 
symptoms returned with increased sever- 
ity, and continued in spite of treatment. 
I then placed her on Extract of Malt» 
After taking two pints of the plain ex- 
tract, an improvement in her digestion 
and in her general symptoms was notice- 
able. I then gave her the combination 
of the extract with cod-liver oil. After 
a bottle of this, (which agreed perfectly) 
had been taken she was able to leave her 
bed for the first time since her confine- 
ment, three months previous. She has 
since been taking regularly the malt with 
the oil in combination, and on a visit to 
her yesterday I found that the disease 
had made no progress since my last ex- 
amination some three months ago. The ^ 
re$pirat;ion sounds have improved, if any- 
thing, and I am led to hope that ulti- 
mate permanent good may follow the 
treatment. I cannot but believe that 
had the Extract of Malt been resorted to 
when I was first consulted a train of 
very threateuing symptoms might have 
been averted. 

Miss W., aged 19, consulted me Octo- 
ber 6, 1877. Her's was a typical case 
of chlorosis. She had consulted and had 
been treated by several of our leading 
physicians, but without benefit. Suppos- 
ing that the usual remedies in such cases 
had been employed, I placed her on 
Extract of Malt with cod-liver oil and 
iodide of iron. The improvement which 
followed was very marked, and after the 
sixth pint had been taken, menstruation, 
which had been suspended for several 
months, was re-established, and after 
taking two more pints further medica* 
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tion was considered unneceepary, 

I regard the combination of Extract 
of Malt with pepsin as one of the most 
valuable additions to our list of physi- 
ological medicinesy and, without tak- 
ing up your time with the details of 
cases in which I have employed it, I 
know of no remedy of such wide appli- 
<3ation and of such service in functional 
dyspepsia. In the deplorable condition 
of the stomuch following the drunkard's 
prolonged debauch, Extract of Malt with 
pepsin is of great benefit In the ema- 
ciation and condition of marasmus, fol- 
lowing the*summer diarrhoea of children, 
it is also a sovereign remedy. The hints 
•on epidermic medication in a recent 
number of the Michigan Medical News 
\yy Dr. Wade, of Holly, led me to ap- 
pily it in the manner recommended and 
with very favorable results. 

Extract of Malt is by no means a spe- 
cific remedy, and though I have employ- 
ed it in tuberculosis with little or no 
benefit, yet I regard it as inferior to no 
other agent in such cases, while its com- 
binations constitute the most valuable 
means in our bands. — Mkh. Med, News. 



\ 

PROGNOSIS IN CEREBRAL HEM- 

ORRH AGE. 



It is often important to be able to 
give a reasonably corfect opinion as to 
the result of apopletic attacks, in answer 
to inquiries by friends and parties inter- 
ested. Dr. Lapponi, in the Revista 
(Mnica de Bolognay presents some valua- 
ble hints on this subject, which may be 
epitomized as follows : 

Those attacks in which coma con- 
tinues over twenty-faur hours are fatal. 
There are a few exceptions which ex- 
tend the farthest limit to three days. 

There are but few attacks followed by 
slightly prolonged coma, in which one 
fails to observe, before the return of con- 
sciousness, occasional yawnings separated 
by intervals more or less prolonged. But 
fi these yawnings occur soon after the 
n^ttack, if they are frequent and succeed 



each other rapidly, a fatal termination 
is certain. 

Paralysis of the buccinator always in- 
dicates a serious attack, as the seat of 
lesion is not far from the medulla cfb- 
longata. Equally grave, and perhaps 
more so, is labio-glosso laryngeal parsu- 
ysis, which the author thinks he was the 
first to observe. Here the paralysis is of 
the hypoglossal and a portion of the &- 
cial nerve, from lesion of bulb. 

All cases in which, thirty or forty 
minutes after the attack, vomiting oc- 
curs without nausea or effort, being a 
veritable regurgitation of the contents 
of the stomach, will terminate in death. 
The value of this symptom is due to lei- 
sion of the vagus nerve. 

Paralysis of the pharynx, from leison 
of the origin of the vagus, and polyuria 
supervening a few hours after the attack 
and due to lesion of the bulb, alike indi^ 
cate great danger. 

Extreme depression of temperature 
occurring soon after the attack, is often 
the prelude of death. But if there suc- 
ceed to this initial fall of temperature 
a reaction which raises the temperature 
above the normal standard, the prognosis 
is unfavorable without exception. 

Finally, the decubitus acutus, so well 
described by Charcot, is a fatal symptom. 
— Pacifie Med, Jour, 



CAFFEINE IN CEPHALALGIA. 



Citrate of caflfeine, in doses of two 
grains every half hour until the pain 
ceases, is strongly advocated as an effec- 
tual remedy. Often one or two doses 
are quite sufiicient. The only contra-in- 
dication is sleeplessness, which some- 
times results if it is taken in the evening. 
It is preferable to guarana as being hard- 
ly ever rejected by the stomach. In hay 
fever, spinal irritation, and general neu- 
ralgia, it would seem worthy of a trial. 
— {Montpelier Medical,) 
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JPractical Notes and Formulae. 



BROMIDE POTASSIUM IN 
CHRONIC CHILLS. 

Dr. L. T. S. of S. C. writes : 

Case Ist. Mrs. P. Aged 65 has 
liad third day chills for three years; 
•commenced giving bromide, the morning 
after the chill gave 15 grains 3 times a 
day, has had no more chills for the last 
three years. 

Case 2. Child of Mrs N. 5 years old has 
had third day chills for three years, gave 
bromide, 6 grain doses 3 times a day — 
has had no more chills. 

The bromide is kept up for several 
months 3 times a day jfor 8 or 10 days, 
then left off for as many days. 

I have been using the bromide as 
above for the last 6 or 7 years with uni- 
form success. As a preventative — R. 
L. S. had chills every summer for sever- 
al years — ^gave the bromide commencing 
in the spring ; gave it all summer and 
fall at intervals as above ; he has had no 
chills since, being now five or six years. 
I have seen no unpleasant effect whatever 
rom the use of biomide of potassium. 

VASELINE IN PHARMACY. 



sight to which the pharmacist is liable 
with a granula ointment. ' 

Vaseline 16 oances. 

White wax 8 «• 

Melt with a gentle beat. This cerate 
keeps well, is of medium consistence, and 
can be used all the year round, not be- 
ing too hard for cold or too soft for warm 
weather. . 

Vaneline 16 ounces 

Yellow wax 4 " 

Resin 10 '• 

Melt as resin cerate, U. S. P. This of- 
fers no advantage over our lard cerate, 
and requires constant stirring on cooling, 
as the resin tends to separate readily.— 
Drug Or, 

ALTERATION OP CALOMEL. 



Having early last spring been engaged 
in preparing a few samples of cerates and 
ointments, with the above mentioned 
base, for the Paris Exposition, I made a 
ew different kinds, but rather as types 
indicative of the wide field which it cov- 
ers. Vaseline is useful both on account 
its inalterability when exposed to any 
ordinary atmosphere and its property of 
enveloping alterable bodies so as to ren- 
der them stable. It is also a good solv- 
ent, and its freedom from granular struc- 
ture renders the introduction of powders 
not perfectly impalpable visible, thereby 
insuring the physician againtit an over- 



Mr. Jolly has determined the amount 
of corrosive sublimate formed from 1 
gram of calomel, after digesting it for 
six hours, at a temperature of 40 deg. C. 
(104 deg. T.), in 100 grams of distilled 
water to which the following additions 
bad been made : 

0*2 grm. muriAtie eeid gave *oo3 HgOI2 

o- " sodiam chloride *' 'ool " 

2-0 "citric acid •« -ool ** 

0*6 grm. Boda gave *oo6 HgC12 

1*0 " Bodium carb. " 'ooi " 

lo " magneeia *• -ooS " 

Calcined magnesia and calomel, each 
1 gram, were mixed; on wa*ihing the 
powder, after 24 houts, with distilled 
water, '001 gram corrosive sublimate 
was obtained. Lime has the same effect ; 
but, arlber digesting mixtures of calomel 
with carbonate of calcium or of magne- 
sium and distilled water, no charge was 
observed after six hours. Troches of 
calomel made with pure sugar, free from 
lime, did not contain a trace of corrosive 
soblimate after having been kept for sev* 
eral months. — L' Union Fhar., Qaz, 
MediccUe. 
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AaparoguB root is laxative^ and acts 
also upon the kidneys. 

Ajnerican Holly (Hex opaca) is tonic^ 
laxative and expectorant. 

Triostium perfoliatumy is nervine and 
antispasmodic. 

line, aconite. The tincture of the 
radix^ or root, is much more powerful 
than that of the 'leaves, a fact which 
should be borne in mind in using this 
powerful agent. It should alsD be re- 
membered that when largely diluted with 
water it is more promptly absorbed, and 
more efficient in action. 



Deordorizedtino. opii., is perhaps the best 
form in which to aaministi^r this drug. It 
is less apt to disagree with the patient 
than the ordinary tincture. 

The muriate of Morphine is used in 
England in preferance to the sulphate 
and acetate. It is not aajikely to give 
rise to nausea and other unpleasant symp- 
toms so common in the use of the sul- 
phate. It is better,and we believe safer, 
for hypodermic use than the other forms 
mentioned. 



Virburum opuluSy or cramp bark, is a 
valuable austispasmodic — useful in asth- 
ma, spasms, cramps, etc. It is said to 
be the best and safest remedy for the re- 
lief of after pains : — Dose, one to two 
teaspoonful of the f. ext., repeated in an 
hour if necessary. 

Dog Fennel. — One of the chamomile 
species, growing in the back lanes of our 
towns throughout the South, possesses 
the stomachic and tonic properties of the 
chamomile of the shops. In addition, 
the leaves of the plant contain a princi^ 
pal almost identical with cantharadine ; 
when bruised and applied to the skin, 
they produce prompt and active a epis- 
pastic effect. 



to allay nervousness or morbid vigilance 
— specially useful to promote sleep in 
hysterical and irritable subjects, and is 
better for the baby than paregoric, or the 
various soothing syrups in use : 

R Fluid *zt. Talerian 

F. ext. b\ nlloap ft a i os. 

F. est. Gauiip 6 (ii»» 

Dose for an adult, one to three 
drachms ; for a babe, 20 to 60 drops. 



Populus TremuloideSfOr American aspen 
is antispasmodic^ tonic and alternative; 
useful as a febrifuge, in debility, as an 
anti-dyspeptic and in chronic diarrhoea. 
Dose of the f. ext. from a half to one 
drachm. 



Eczema Capitis. 

R. Plumbl acetatis gr* x. 

Zinol Oxidi 

Hjdrarg suboholoride 

Ungt. bjdarg nitratis a a gr. 

Adepts reoentis oz. 

Olei palmae purificati ot.j 

M. An anointment much relied on at 
the Skin Hospital — Blackfriars Road in 
the treatment of eczema capitis, and oth- 
er obstinate eruptive diseases. 

Bronchial, Catarrh. — For a bad 
cold, particularly, for that forms of car- 
tarrh attended by dry cough and con- 
striction in the chest, or in mild form of 
asthma, the following remedy will be 
found efficient. 

R. Pulo DaTeri ^ . . . '. aa gr. ▼. 

'* Assafoetida j t. 

Salph. Quinine gr. iiy 

Take in one dose at bed time. 



Nervine. — The following is admirable 



Carbolic Acid for Ague. — ^Dr. 
Stern, of Paris has found remarkable suc- 
cess in treating intermittent fever with 
the following formula. 

R oarboho acid gtt. tj. 

Distil Water o». vj. 

M. Dose, a tablespoonful three times a 
day, 

For Rhamatisro. 

R. Aoidi salioylici dr. ii ; 

Liq- amnion, aoetatis 

Syr. Umonis aaf. osii; 

M. S. — Take two tablespoonfuls every 
wo hours. 
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Scientific Items. 



ILLUSIONS. 



The natural world is full of illusions. 
The apparent rising and setting of the 
sun, the gorgeous clouds that proves to 
be only a dreary mist when you get 
caught in them, the mirage, that reveals 
^things lying below the horizon, and 
«hows us ships sailing keel up in the air, 
the full moon, which, as it emerges from 
the horizon, appears to be twice as large 
as it does when it is over our heads, 
while, if looked at thorugh a tube or 
measured by an instrument, is found to 
be of precisely the same diamter, the 
coming together to a point of two right 
lines when seen in prospective, the mis^ 
take of supposing the train in which we 
are seated to be in motion when another 
train at our side b^ins to start, the de^ 
ceptive idea that we have of distance, as 
in the instance of loftymountians, which 
may seem to be close at hand, when, in 
fact, it is scores of miles away; these are 
illusions of sight that are familiar to us 
all. There are other forms of optical il- 
lusion, which depend upon the principle 
that motion may be quicker than sight, 
such as the extraordinary tricks of the 
juggler, or prestidigitator, which is 
now the favorite title of the professors of 
this science, the continuous circle of fire 
produced by whirling a lighted stick in 
the air, and the &ntastic movement of 
fjainted figures in the popular toy known 
as zootrope. And again, the most vaas^ 
veloub illusions may be the result of an 
excited fancy, as when one sees specters 
and hobgoblins. 

RALOONING SPIDERS. 



The Rev. H. C. McCook, of Philadel- 

Sbia, dtrscribing the. balooning habit, or 
ight of spiders, says the spider seeks a 



high position, as the top of a fence-post, 
as the point of ascent. The abdomen is 
elevated to as nearly a right angle witll 
the thorax as may be; a pencil of threads 
issues from the spinnerets, the face being 
meanwhile turned to various points until 
it looks in the direction of the wind. The 
legs are then stretched upward, Ihus rais- 
ing the body aloft, and the insect gradu- 
ally assumes a position as if resisting some 
force from above. Suddenly the right 
claws are unlossed, the spiaer mounts 
with a sharp bound and floats off, general- 
ly with the back downward, but some- 
times with the position reversed. At first 
•the abdomen seems to be in advance, 
but generally the body is turned so that 
the head is front. The pencil of threads 
is caught by the feet, and floats out in 
front. Upon these threads the spider will 
climb upward as though to adjust the 
centre of gravity. Meanwhile a pencil 
of threads floats out behind, leaving the 
spider to ride in the angle of the two, or 
sometimes three pencils. The feet seem 
to be united by delicate filaments, which 
serve to increase the buoyancy of the 
balloon. The insect is carried forward 
by the wind, riding for long distances 
in an open space, and oflen high up up^ 
on ascending currents. Its anchorage 
appears at times to be within its own vo- 
lition, by drawing in with the claws the 
forward pencil and gathering it in a 
white roll within the mandiblet; but most 
frequently the progress of the insect is 
stopped by some elevated object, or by 
the subsidence of the breeze. 



The Journal of Mocrosoopy says the 
entire Bible oould be photographed on a 
little less than an inch and a half. It 
could be photograped, nearly ten times 
on an ordinary postal card I 
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Editorial and Miscellaneous. 



'All communication* reUtlnfir to the bntlnest of Tm Rioord for the yean 1877 and 1878. most be addnMeA 
DB. R. C. WORD, Hamaging Bditor Soathern Medical Record, Atlanta, Go. 

WBrlef and practical oommanications are aollcited on all oabJecU perUlnlng to medicine: alio reporta o 
c aces in practice. 

iar~Send money by check, postal order or registered letter. 

'Write yoor namea>oBl-oflice, county and Btote plainly. 



SPECIAL NOTICE. 



Medical brethren who receive this 
copy as a saunple^ are requested to try 
our Journal for one year^ at least, as a 
matter of experiment. 

Those who subscribe now for 1879^ 
may commence with the next or Decern* 
ber number, and may remit their sub- 
scription in 60 days from date of order. 

Any one sending us two new subscri- 
bers will be furnished with a copy of 
"Phyicians Pocket Day Book/' worth 
one dollar. By C. Henri Leonard, 
M. D. One of the most convenient and 
beautiful works of the kind ever gotten 
up. 

ELEGANT DISPLAY OF CHEMI- 
CALS. 

During the late Fair Exhibition held 
in this city, our attention was called to 
t^e finest display of chemicals it was 
ever our pleasure to witness. They were 
from the celebrated Laboratory of Powers 
& Weightman, of Philadelphia, Pa., and 
were placed on exhibition by the enter- 
prising drug-firm of Pemberton, Samuels 
& Eeynolds, of Atlanta, 6a. 

It remains for ns to say that we can 
heartily commend Pemberton, Samuels 
& Reynolds to our friends as hooeatoon- 
soieDbiouB druggists and buamess men, 
wLawili always give them the purest and 
bebt nedicines to be obiainad. We 
know them peraonally and give testimo- 
ny accordingly. W. T. G. 



PRiiCTICAL JOURNALISM; 



It has been, and wUl hereafter be, our continued 
olject to improve and develop the practical feature 
of our journal. We desire to make it a compendi- 
um of all that is practif al and useful to the busy 
practitioner, and we have abundant testimony tli&t 
our efforts are appreciated in the steady growth o 
our list, and in the numerous e<^mmendat4>ry ex- 
pressions which come up from the ranks of the pro- 
fession. We Intend that no retrogande step skali 
be taken in the future conduct of the jooraal, bv^ 
rather that it shall improre ; and shall men aad 
more conform to the real interesU and ncMMtsities 
of progressiTe and praetieal medical men. To 
this end we will endeaTor to compass ixt 
our glesAings from ezchaagec the aubstouie of all 
t4iat is nsef U in both, the home and foreign Jour- 
nals, and to elicit^ from the large number of prac- 
i;ical common sense men who make up our list er 
subscribers, South, West, £ast and North, such 
fjMts, discoTcries, practical hints and useful form- 
ulae as are in their possession, and which, from 
the want of proper encouragement, and from the^ 
absence of a medium suited to their taste, have no^ 
heretofore been published. That we may be »ble 
to carry out this, we invoke the aid of onr medical. 
brethren, particularly of the comm<m sense, knd. 
working, village and country physielans tfaveoi^, 
out the land. We ask them to send up any tad. 
every tl^ng which can, in any degne, int«M«i tlie 
profession or benefit madiort scienoe. 

OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 



Our Advertising Department has beon gradually - 
enlarging. We mentioned in a former occasion, in 
response to a complaint on this p^t ibftt onr 
reading matter was not enMaehediapott by tto ftd- 
vertisemeati. 
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TAXING MEDIOAL MEN. 

In most of ihe6t»tM iheve i« imposed a Bpeeifio 
t^x upon pliysloiaiia. Thw last^ meetftts of tlie 
Medical Assooiation of Qoovgia. appolniod a com- 
mittee to memorialise the Legislature of the State 
to remeye the apeotal tax of $10, now imposed 
npon physicians in Georgia. There are a namber 
of medical men who are Representatifes in the 
Lei^slatoire, and we hope they will not shrink from 
asing their inflaence Ibr a passage of a bill repeal, 
ing th* law which imposes a special uz upon phy- 
sicians. No class of men of any occupation do a 
thhe of the grattdtoaa work for the poor which is 
done by physidane. In all kinds of weather ; in 
the dark hoors ef night when others are asleep, 
the medical practitioner, broken of his rest, and 
often worn down with care and anxiety, passes 
from one scene of distress to another, giving his 
time,]abor and mediane to the indigent sick. It is 
the height of selfishness and meanness to say that 
he has Tolontarily placed himself in such a posi-- 
tion and shonldtherelbre not complain ; or that he 
conld refuse to do this charity work. The dictates 
of humanity, not less than thejexaotions of public 
sentiment, leaves him no alternalire. 

It is clearly the duty of the State, and not of a 
particular class to provide fbr the necessities of 
the indigent sick. A law ahould be passed author- 
izing the authorities of each county to provide 
drugs, at least, if not compensation to medical 
men for these services and gratuities. And if this 
is not to be done, surely it is a small boon to ask 
that the specific tax upon medical men be remov- 

W. 



lONAL YELLOW-FEVER RELIEF COM- 
MISiSION. 



* ixBouviVB ooMMinnn: 
A. R. Shepherd, Chm'n JohnT. Mitchell. 



Wm. Dickson, See'y. 
L. J. Davis, Treas'r. 
Arthur MacArthor. 
George Hill, Jr, 
Leonard Whitney. 



A. S. Solomons. 
Simon Wolf. 

B. H. Warner. 
John F. Cook. 

J. M. Woodworth, M. D. 



Wasbiuqton, D. C, Not. 1, 1878. 
To the Ydlow-Fever ReU«f AstodaHofu, Com., Etc,: 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
National Yeiiow- Fever Relief Commission, held on 
October 80, 1878, the foUowii^ rasolulaons wsre 
adopted, and directed to be forwarded to the vari- 
ous Relief Associations throuf^ut the United 
States :— [The inteoresting Preamble we omit for 
want of space. — £d.] 

'^Raolvtdt That ail rellaf comoidttees aad other 
organizations which have contributed in aid of Ihe 
yeJ low-fever sufferers of the South during the 
present epptdemio, be rtqaasted to oomtiNinicate to 
this commiision the gross amount they have col- 
lected, and in what mMuier th«y hsrvo difsposed of 
ihe«r funds, together with sooh other infermation 
as will give a history oC^their benevolent work. 

'^Hes^lvtd, That a cooonittee of three, of which 
SnrgiBon- General Wood worth, of the Marine Hos- 
p|tat service, shall bo chaimian, be designaiad by 



hechair to prepare and edit this report, and tha 
they be empowered to employ sudh clerical assist^ 
ance as may be deemed necessary. 

In accordance with the foregoing resolutions. 
Relief Associations, Committoes, etc<, are request- 
ed to fill the appended blank, detach and return it si 
as early a date as possible to Dr. John M. Wood* 
worth, P. 0. Box 88, Washington, D. C. In addi- 
tion to this, such items of information a ' you may 
have from newspaper clippings, letters of corres- 
pondents, or extracts from letters, which will be 
of use in making up the frill history of this relief 
work, are respectfully solicited. 

Signed Jho. M. Woodworth, 

Chairman of Committee to Edit Report. 

RAl^HANCE I 

Notice advertisement headed A Rare Chance, a» 
it furnishes a splendid opening for some man. 

COPY OF DR. REDWOoFs REPORT ON TROM. 
MER'S EXTRACT OF MALT. 



17, Bloomsbubq Squabb, 
London, Sept. 18, 1878. 

Dr, Redwood* 9 Analytical Department: 

I have examined the Extract of Malt mannfae* 
tured by the *'Trommer Extract of Malt Company,'* 
and judging from its physical, characters and 
chemical reactions, I am of opinion that it ikirly 
represents what its name indicBit'^5, that is, that H 
is a preparation of Malt, in which are contained 
the essential properties of that subetnnce, with a 
slight addition of Aromatic Bitter of the Hop. It 
has the character of a soft Extract, in the sense in 
which that term is used pharmaceutieally, and it 
has evidently been prepared with great care and 
judgement, as it retains the property of acting on 
amylaoeons bodies, as diastase does, wiiile the 
Extract itself bears long keeping without change. 

It also possesses the property of forming with 
Cod Liver Oil, a permanent MixJbnre or finulsion,. 
in whidi the taste of the Oil is very eflbctaally 
covered, and its administration thus greatly facilL* 
tated. T. Rxdwood, Ph. D., F. R. G. 8., fto. 

PvefNser of Chemistry and Pharmacy to the^ 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. 

It 



Friends, the year draws to a close — Let 
all who are in arrean for subscription, semit the 
amount at once. 



Thb Southkeh Pkbsbytmuah.— Edited by J, 
W, Woodrow D. D. and published in Colambia, a 
C, at $8.00 per annum, is one of the best religi- 
ous newspapers on the continent. It is cordtcts 
ed wi(h much ability, and conUins both general 
and religious information. 
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BOOK NOTICE. 



Transaoiions of the Mtsslppl State Medical Abso- 
ciation — tol. IX. Being the eU Tenth anncial ses- 
Bion held at Jackson, MiseiBsippi, April 1878, with 
the roll of members, and reports of medical topics. 

This is a Tory neat and creditable work, of 167 
pages. The address of B. A. Vaughn, M. D., Pres- 
ident, devoted to Sanitary Science, etc., is able, 
instruotiT' ind interesting. 

The Annual Oration bj J. E. Halbert, M. D., 
presents an interesting resume of the history of 
medicine. 

Then comes in saccession, the following papers, 
some of which are decidedly able, and all of which 
will well repay perusal ; to wit: 

Salicylic Acid, by Dr Wirt Johnston ; Treatment 
of Diphtheria, by Dr P F Whitehead ; A Case of 
Criminal Poisoning with Arsenious Acid, by Dr 
S V D Hill ; Case of Suppuration of Antrum Highs 
moriaoum, by Dr J R Barnett ; Syphilis in the 
Negro, as differing from the syphilis in the White 
Baoe, by Dr Wm Powell, Grenada ; Hydrophobia, 
by Dr H J Bay ; Posture in Treatment of Colic, by 
Dr p L Pharos ; Croupous Pneumonia, by Dr J W 
Holman ; Malaria. What is it, how produced, and 
how proTenteJ, by Dr Thos. Bryan ; Chronic Ca- 
tarrh, by Dr R O Wharton ; Case of Poisoning by 
flydrale Chloral and Camphor, by Dr H Hanslow ; 
Chloral Hydrate in Obstetrics, by Dr J £ Halbert ; 
Wound of Plantar Arch, Treated by Compression, 
by Dr H Hanslow ; Treatment of Cholera, by Dr 
B F Rittrell ; Epidemic Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis, 
by Dr £ W Hughes ; Eirly Management of the 
Infant, by Dr J T Parker ; Typhlitis, by Dr A H 
Cage ; Surgical History of Mississippi, by Dr W W 
"Hall ; Report of Committee on Necrology. 

TbANBAOTIONS of the MSDIOAIi AND OhOLUBOIO- 
pACUIiTT OF THfl StATB OF MABTIiAND AT ITS 18th 

Annual Session Held at Baltimobb. Apb, 1878. 
A well gotten up yolume of OTer 200 page8,oon- 
taining the opening address of Dr. A- B. Arn- 
old, on Homoeopathy. A report of ilfty-tw- 
Buooessful oases of lithotomy, by Allen P, Smith, 
M. D. Apyretios and AntSpyretios in FeTer, by 
John S. Ijynob,M. D. 

Ohlobofobh ]cyr Obstitbics, by P. 0. Williams, 
M. D. 

Repobt On Matebia, Medica and Chemistby, 
by J. E. Atkinson, M. D. 

Spontaneous GsNEBATioNa by Pn>f. F. Donald- 
son M. D. 

Qenebal Pabaltsis of the Insane by J. D. 
Thompson, M.D. 

Remotal of Naso-Phabtnqeal Polypus by 
Tempobaby Depbession of Both Uppeb Jaws, by 
-8. MoLane Til&ny, M. D. 

The New Tbbatkbnt of Ohobba, by John Van 
Bibber, M. D. 

Repobt of a Case of Exophthilmus, by Jo- 
seph A. White, M. D. 

A Oase of Double Vagina, by A. JF. Erioh, M. 
P. 

The aboYe papers are in the main interesting 
And yalnable; bat we have notspaoe for speoiiS 
mention of their merits. 



PooKET Thebapeutio AND DosB BooK with olBsi- 
floatioB and ezplanation of Ihe aotion of mod* 
ioins eto., by Morse Stewart Jr. B. A., H. D. 
Detroit, MiolL Prioe 50oL 



NoTBs Takbn fboh a Lbotc/bb by Db Mavuhi^ 
DAGNiifo, AT thb Mbdioai; Univebsity op Car- 
acas, Capital of Vbnbbula on thb Tbbatmbbt op 
Yellow Fbvbb. Translated into English by Dr, 

Antonio De Tejada, of New York. 
A Skeibs of Ambbioan Clibioal Lbotubbs, BornsD 
by R. C. Sbouin, m . D. 

Opbbation fob Closbubb or Glbvt of Habd aitd 
SOFT Palatb. By A. Vanderreer, M. D., Professor 

of Principles and practice of Surgery, etc., New 

York. G. P. Putnam & Sons. 
Diet and Hyoibmb in Disbasbs of thb Skin, by 

L. Duncan BulUey A. M., M, D. Fellow of 
New York Aoademy of Medicine, Physician to the 

Skin Department, Demilt Dispensary New York 

etc, eto 
Oh thb Use or thb Solid Rubbbb Bavdaob, iv 

THB TbBATMBNT OF EQSBMA AND THB UlOBBS OF 

THB Leo, by L. Duncan Bulkley, A. M. M. D.,eto. 
These papers by Dr. Bulkley are highly inter* 
esting and instruotiTe. 

THE MALT PREPARATIONS. 

Te Malt preparations are coming into general 
use, and ha^e proTon ezoeediogly yaluable to the 
profession. Samples from Tbomer's Extract of 
Malt Co., haTO been tested in our practice with 
gratifying rf suits. The article manufactured by 
this enterprising and reliable company has been 
shown by analysis as well as by practical resulto 
to be fully equal to the best German make, while 
the Yariety and excellence of the combinations 
which they present are exceedingly ase(\il and con- 
▼enient to the praotitioner. Three diiferent com^ 
binations may be seen in their adYertisements in 
this journal. We inYite attention also to an arti- 
cle on this sttluMt in our present number, read 
before a Medical Society. 



MCKESi>ON & ROBBINS, of New York« 
wholesale importers and exporters of drugs, anonnoo 
that they receiTcd a medal for their exhibit at 
Paris. 

They did not exhibit their Gelatine-Coated Fills 
for the reason that, they had already reoeiTsd 
highest medals both at Vienna and Pbiladelphia, 
and, as they desired to be known in their relations 
abroad, as exporters, as well as importers and 
manufacturing chemists, they confined their ex*> 
hibits entirely to erode indigenoos drugs and es- 
sential oils. 



MESSRS. RBSD St CARNRICK. 

We inTite attentien to the new and interesting 
adTertisement of Messrs. Reed & Oamriok which 
commeoces with the present number. As Mann- 
factnrtog Pharmaeisls they rank among the rery 
best houses in Amerioa. We have bosn kindly 
promised a sample ef their preparation of Msltine 
which we hope to test and report upon heieafter. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 3S3. 

PARVULES; 

Kllf IMVH DOSES FOB CHIIiDBEIir A]Sri> OTHEBS. 

At the solicitation of -our medical friends we have prepared this new claae of preparationf^ 
-denominated Partvlxs tO'distiagnish them from FUU and Granvlen. They are denied for the 
administration of medicinee in minute doses for children , and for frequent repetition in case oC 
radults. It is claimed by some practitioners that small doses given at short intervals exert »- 
(laore curative effect. 

MTTHESE ARE NOT INTENDED TO SUPPLANT THE USE OF PILLS AND GRANULES. 






Priee^ 40 Cents per Bottle of 100 each. 

Pooket-oases foxnlshed with 20 Tarieties, for the use of oountry praotitioners. 

^k»rv. Acidi Araenioai.^ (Wabwibb a go.) 1_100 gr. 

JP<irv. Acidi SaUcyUci " 1-10 

JPort^. Acidi Tannici " 1-20 

Tarv. AconitiBad: " 1-20 

3p4Mrv. Aloin- " 1-10 

PKvrr. Aluxninia- *' 1-10 

JBarv. Ammonii Obloridi '' 1-10 

JFarv. Antiioonii<etSotaaa.l*art: '' 1-100 

MkMTv. Arnicfla Flor: — ^* ~ 1*5 

.JVirv. Araenici lodidi " 1-100 

JPorv. BeUadonnflD Fol: " ~ 1-20 

JParv. Calomel: " 1-20 

JParve CamplionB -.- " 1-20 

JParv. Caafharidia « " 1-60 

J^anrv. Capaici " 1-20 

Twrv. Digitalia IV>1: — " 1-20 

IBwrv. Ergotixm *' 1-10 

JParv. Perri Bddacti " 1-10 

Twrv. Oelaemini Bad : '' .'. *. l-sa 

JPorv. Hydrarg. <mm Cretft. '' 1*10 

JPoTv. Hydraatin.* " 1-20 

T^x/rv. lodoformi « " - 1-10 

JBarv. Ipecac: ** .- 1-50 

JParv. Morphio Sulph : " 1-60 

JBarv. ITucia VomicaB - " 1-60 

JPttrr. OpU - " 1-40 

Fwr^. HperinflB " 1-20 
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r. Podophylliai " 1-40 

'!Pmrv. Potasaii Bromidi " 1-6 

JParv. Potassii Arsenitia " 1-100 

^ofv. Potaaaii Bitvatia.- " 1-10 

J^mrv. Quinifla Sulphatia. ^' I-IO 

JE^nrtr. Santonini *' 1-10 

9^ Sent saftly Iqr mail to any address on roodipt of prico. Slscoxit for qnantitiea. 

^WnTiTiTAM B. WABNEB & CO., 

ICaaTifaotxirers of Sixgar-Ooated nils and Grantue:, 

1228 MARKET ST., riTILADELFHIA. 

^Bslerod Moonlln- %» Ac*- '^f C^ncnM, in the OIBm of the Librarian at Wa<«>iington. 



Vm SEND PIANOS AND ORGANS ON FIFTEEN DATS TRIAL. 



$179 



PIANOS! 



Rosewood, 7oct Fnlltlae. 
All improTbments. Guaian- 
teel eqaal to Beatty's |650 
Piano. Stool and cover free. 



ORGANS 



5 OcUto. Walont Que. Doable 
Rc^d, Nloe Stops, OlnuuDented. 
anaranteed eqaal to Beatty*s 
$9T0 Organ. Uood stool frve. 



$67 



BETTER INSTRUMENTS CANNOT BE SOLD FOR THE MONEY. 



19 



16 



T 



Whisper YonUl be Mine Love. Rnt)ed)E;e 40c 

m Speak to Yon Gladly Again. Persly 80c 

Ifeatntfae Rotes Long A«o. Percy 40c 

KlM Me, Darling, and Forget. Rntledge ,^..40c 

To«eh Me Gently, Father Time. — 4Cc 

iire Yon Tired ol Me, Darling. Roland. 85c 

HaTe I Not Been Kind to Thee ? Danks 40o 

Itigbt of Love. Schoeller 80c 

InTbOfe Happv Golden Hours. Roland 80c 

4bUhering Shells from the Sesfhore. Thompson 40c 

jLivir three: for 91.00. 

AMD FIYR FOR 91.50. 

Take your choice from ten of the most popnlar sings 
ef the United SUtes. Send for catalogue, d^ing names 
•f ikOQsands of choice new vocal and instrnmental gems. 

Address 

ILXJDDEISr & B A.TE8, 

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. 

Fpedal Soothem Agents for Diteon A Co.^s Musical 
Fablicatlons. 

FiAiros &. OUaANS 

jLt Manufactuber's Pbices. 

^cn 1^ < r K if Cvr /£€rt. 

Kortben pretended Mannihctnrers advertise **f660 
>lSBoa for $175,'' and **tr.O orgsns for $6S.*' bet it is 
iiise. buch Instroments are inferior sna priced three 
tfaaes their Talne. Don*t be deceived with snch ** Grand 
OflSers." Being Wholesale Dealers, having no agents, and 
asilling direct to porcfaasers, wo can farmsh reliable in- 
■tnunents from best makers at lowest factory prices. 

7 OetftTO Pianos, $179 I 9 Stop Organs, f 67 

7} OeUTO Pianos, $280 | 12 Stop Organs, $78 

MASON 4k HAMMH ORGANS. 

y Bfpu, $100 - - - 9 Stops $108. 

Stool and cover with Piano. Stool with Organs. ]*if- 
teen days trial Written gnarantee. Beduction to teach- 
ers, schools and chnrchciT Send for cataJogncs. Special 
Offers Sept. 1, 1877. and circular exposing Impositlins of 
pAsno and organ trade, etc. 

I^VDDKN * BATES, SaTannab, Oa., 

Wholesale Piano and Organ Dealers. 

h Whisper 7ou'll [Iq l^e, 

Love. 

la the prettiest song of the past ten years. Hear it once 
«ad loTs it forever. Thousands are singing it all over the 
UaioB. Ask yonr mnsic dealer for it, or send 40 cents to 
fkefnbUthers, ^LUDJDfiN ib BATES, 

Savannah. Ga 

9 



Churches & Schools 



SUPPLIED WITJJ 



PIANOSORBANS 

at factory wholesale rates. No mistake about tU& Br- 
ery inslmnicnt placed in a church or school is a standing 
advertisement for onr house, and we are willing to mipply 
them at mannfactnrer^s wholesale rates. Seoct for latcvl^ 
offers to schools and chnrchee. 



S. W. MWSIMAL T 

If not, why not T If s(s remit %\M snbseHptlon to tbo 
Bonthem Mwslosl Jomriaal, and get as a prsmiam 

$1 worth of Sheet Mnsic of yonr own selection fh>m tbo 
larges*^ stock Sonth, and also a premlam ticket in the 
Grand Prcminm Drawing for a snperb $800 Piano, which 
will be presented to the first 1,000 sabseribersrecdred la 
1978. %\% dollars worth of choice music published In th* 
JoamaT yearly. Hnsic buyers canH afford to be without 
it Try it one year, and you will want it ior a lifetime. 
Specimen copy for 8 cent stamp. Published at LUDDKF 
A BATBS' Soothem Music Bouse, Savannah, Oa. 

5 Oct. a Stops, 

Only $60. 
Only $65. 

Onlj $67. 

5 Oct. 18 l^tops. 

Only $80. 

A good stool included. Best Organs sold in the U. 0* 
Ibr the mop^y. Send for Special Oirers, Oct 1, 1ST7. 

IjVDDBN a """ 





PIANO 1^ ORGAN :.^J^ 

LUDDEN & BATES hold the field and compeu 
with the world. 1,000 snperb instruments fWib 
reliable makers at factory rates. Every man his 
own agent Bottom prices to aU. Mew Pianot. 
$186, $150, $179. New Organs, $40, $60, $67» 
Six years giiarantee. Fifteen days' trial. Maker'a 
names on all instruments. Square dealing, the- 
honest truth, and best bargains in the U. S. Frop> 
$50 to $100 aotnally saved in buying ftrom X C72^- 
DEIf & BATES' Southern Wholeaaie iia|» 
and Organ l^epot, Savannah, Qa. 
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TO 

A greftt MTing of Talaable time may be made by nsiog the 

Which will exhibit at a el«noe, under date of oooarr^noot every Tiait made, the length of timo oonsume^^ 

wbetbr r •uy or Dight, and to whioh member of a family. It also iooludes 

The Dailv Cash Account and 01)stelric Record of Great Valut. 

Onapplioation with stamp the pablishers will send to any physician a fall desoriptiYO oiroalar with speel- 

men pages, Physicians who are using the books are delighted with them. The tales ha?e 

been very large, and the eighth edition is now in press. Agents wanted. 

HKIVRY Bllili, PCJBIilSHIIVC} CO., IVor^lcb, Conn. 





A practitioner^ at a desirable location^ doing a practioe of $4,000 per aDDumyWishia 
to retire from the Profession, offers ^for sale his stock of Drugs and 

affixtures, consisting of a well selected small stock ; also 
his horse and buggy with household and kitchen furniture. He prom- 
ises to remain for a time and introduce his patrons to the purchaser. For particnlaM 

address, Business Manager of the Record. 

STATE TmiTEIlSITY OP MICHIGAIT. 



Department of Medicine and Snrgery. 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN. 
o 

The Session of 1878-9 will eommenoe Ootober 1. 1878 and eontinne nine months. Women 

leoeiTod on the same terms, and offered equal priyileges with the men, hat the instmeiion to them It 
glTon separatel/. 

Four leetures ^re deliTored to eaoh olass daily ; sections of the efaisses are frequently met in reTiew 
of the different subjects of the lectures by means of questions and fhmiliar conferences ; and Medical, Sot- 
gioal and.Opthalmological Clinics are held twice a week at the College. Open to all students ; while 
adTanced Students are d*ily taught in sections, at the bed-side in the University Hospital. 

Large Chemical, Anatomical and Fhysioloidcal 

LABORATORIES are, by the liberality df the State, amply supplied with the most approved apparatqa, 
eompetent instructors, and tU the ihcilities for practical work, open without additional fees, to all| each 
Student paying only for the materials actually consumed by himself. 

FEES: 

Matriculation fee paid but once on beooming a member of the University. Residents of Michiga% 
0; non-residents of the State, $26. Annual Dues : Residents of Michigan, $20; non-residents W 
he SUte, $25. Graduation Fee : For all alike, $10. 

For Cirealargtving full details, addrMB A. B* FALHSK, M.D.t 

/ Dean of the Faculty, 

July 78 if Ann Arbor, Michigaii. 



66 ADVERTISEMENTS. 



TEOMMEE'S 



EXTRACT OF MALT 



The rapidly InoreMing demand for our ImproTed Extract of Malt, daring the four years thai it haa 
4>een aannfitotared and offered to the Medioal Profession in Ameriea, Justiftes the belief that in its pro- 
faction here we are meeting a generally felt want. 

Long experience in manaf£otaring Malt Extract has enabled as to completely oTeroome the many 
4iiBcnlties attending its nannfaeture m large quantity, and we poeltiTely assare the Profession Ahat 
eor Sxtraot of Malt is not only perfectly pure and reliable, but that it will keep for years, in any oHm- 
•te, without fermenting or molding, and that its flavor actually Improyes by age. Oar Extract is goar- 
anteed to equal, in every respect, the best Qcrman make, while, by avoiding the expenses of Importa- 
^on, it Is afforded at less than half the price of the foreign article. 

The Malt flrom which it is made is obtained by care&lly malting the very best quality of selaoied 
Pronto (Canada) Barley. The Extract is prepared by an improved process, which prevents ii^ory to 
Its properties or flavor by excess of heat. It REPBESENT8 the SOLUBLE CONSTITUENTS of MALT 
and HUPS, namely : Malt Sugar, Dextrine, Diastase, Resin, and Bitter of Hops, Phosphates of Lime 
and Magnesia, and Alkaline Salts. 

Attention is Invited to the following analysis of this Extract, as given by S. H. Douglas, Protesor 
€f Chemistiy, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor : 

fVomnMT Extract of Malt Oon^any — I enclose herewith my analysis of your Extract of Malt : 
Malt Sugar, 46.1 ; Dextrine, Hop bitter, Extractive Matter, 28.6 ; Albuminous Matter (Diastase), 
1.469; Ash— Phosphs^es, 1.712; Alkalies, .877; Water, 25.7; Total, 99.958. 

In comparing the above analysis with that of the Extract of Malt of the Qerman Pharmacopoea, as 
^en by Hager, that has been so generally received by the Profession, I And it to snbstantiaUy agree 
«lih that article. Tours truly* SILAS H. DOUGLAS, 

Professor of Analyticaland Applied Chemistry. 

This invaluable preparation Is highly recommended by the Medical Profession as ^ most effeotivs 
^erapeutic agent for the reatovation of delicate and exhausted constitutions. It is veiy nutritious, 
%Bing,rich in both muscle and tht preducing materials. 

The very large proportion of Diastase renders it most efl^tive In these forms of disesse originating 
In imperfect digesUon of the starchy elements of food. 

A single dose of the Improved Trommer's Extract of Malt contains a larger quantity of the active 
l^pertles of Malt than a pint of the beet Ale or Porter, and, not having undergone fermentation, is 
Asolutely, fVee flcom Alcohol and Carbonic A eld. 

The dose for adults is ttom a dessert to a tablespoonfiil three times dally. It Is best taken alter 
■seals, pure, or mixed with a glass of milk, or in water, wine, or any kind of spirituous liquor. Back 
llottle contains 1( pounds of Uie Extraot. 



Oof pmparaUosw of Malt are for sale by Druggists generally throughout the United States and Can' 

adas at the following prices : 

a^aotd Malt with Hops (Plain) $1 00 

Pyrophosphate of Iron (Feriited).'.'.\\*.^".*.\'.'.'.\\\" '.'.**. *.'.',' .'.'.* 1 ^ 

CodldverOa . 100 

Cod liver Oil and Iodide of Iron.!..'!..'!!...'. 1 00 

^ .. Cod LiTtr Oil and Phosphorus 1 00 

Hypephosphites 1 60 

Iodides 160 

Alteratives 1 60 

Citrate of Iron and Qulnia 160 

Pepsin 1 60 



MAJnJFACTURED BY 

TROM!MEK BXTIIA.OT 0!F MA.1LT OO., 

FKEMONT, OHIO. (JaQ-12m) 



AD VERTISEMENTS. 



Testimonials from Hig 




<< Golden' B Liebig's Liqaid Extract of Beef and Tonio InTigorator is a very agreeable article qf 
4iet, and particularly ueefnl when tonics are required, being tolerated when other f^rms of animal 
food are rcgedted. In Diphtheria, Typhoid FoTor, and erery depressing diset^o, its nse will bt 
attended with great advantage. We have prescribed it with success, and believe it to be a moA 
Taluable medicine. • 

Thomas Kennard, M.D., St. Louis, Missouri. L Ch Boisliniere, M.D., St. Louis, Missouri. 

Drs. S L & J C Nidelet, St. Louis. Miwouri. A P Langford, M.D., St. Louis, Missouri. 

JC Yarnall, M.D., St. Louis, Missouri. Wm Johnston, M.D., St. Louis, Missouri. 

W O Moore, M.D., St. Louis, Missouri. J H Leslie, M.D., St. Louis, Missouri. 

'* 1 liave used, with flattering results, this remedy as a Food in a variety of cases— notably in ' 
^ases of Oastric Irritability, and such scute inflammatory conditions of the Gastric Mucous ' 
Membntte." S. H. Fbazbr, M.D. , St. Louis, Missouri. 

"I thiak the formula is good." £ H Greqobt, M.D., Si. Louis, Missouri. 

*'I believe Colden's Liebig's Extract of Beef to be very beneficial in debility, loss of appetite, etc," 

A D Williams, M.D., St. Louis, Missouri. 

Other Eminent Physicians' Testimonia s : 

''iDcipient cases of consumption have come under my observation that have 
been cured by its use." — Erasmus Wilson, M.D., F.R.S., Loudon, England. 

"Health and vigor of youth is conveyed to the debilitated by this remedy." — 
Arthur Hill Hassell, M.D., F.R.S., Pree't of the Analytical Association, London^ 
England. 

"I am using a good deal of Colden's Liebig's Liquid Extract of Beef in my 
practice, and have every reason to be satisfied with it. In pregnant women, it has 
been retained, while every other article of diet was rejected." — Jas. A. Sewell, A. M., 
M.D., Dean of the Med. Fac, Laval University, Quebec. 

"It is one of the most efficient preparations I have ever met with. It combines 
the virtue of Food and Tonic in a remarkable way, and I am satisfied it has beei)^ 
the means of saving life when no other medicine could do so." 

H, S. Steuart, President Maryland Hospital, Baltimore. 

The foUowinfl: Physicians also testify to Its Efficacy. 

W E Scott, M.D., Professor of Anatomy, McGin^University, A ttemUng Physician Montreal Qeoer 
Hospital, and President of the College of Physicians and Surgeons. Canada, East ; Dr Wm F Steuar 
Marine Hospital, Port of Baltimore ; Edward Jennings, MD, Surgeon Provincial City Hospital; W 
Almon, MD, President Medical College; W N Wickwire, MD, Dominion Health officer ; W H Wicks 
MD, Hon McNeU Parker, MD, Edward Ferreil, MD, Archibald Lawson, MD, R S Black, MD* 
Arthur Moren, MD, John A Lewis, MD, T Tren^man, MD, all of Halif»x, N S, and many others. 

This important fact musi be remembered : There are many Beef Extracts in solid form, but they 
only act as nutritives, whilst the Liquid Extract combines many other important qualities that make it 
at the same time a nutritiTO, tonic, stimulant and alterative. This remedy is put up in pint bottles, 
requires no preparation (like the Solid Extract) and is, moreover, pleasant to take. Sold by all 
Druggists. 

Wholesale by McKesson & Robbins, New York. 

T. COJLDEN, 

*c.^^» PROPRIETOR, BALTIMORE. MARYLAND. 
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Member of the American Medical College Association 



SESSIONS OF 1878-79 




THB OOLLEQIATB TBA.R In this InBtitation embracM « preliminarjr Aatamiul Term, the Regular Winter 
Seeeion. and a Sprinic Seesion. 

TtiB PRELlMINART ATTTT7HNAL TBRM for 187&-1879 will open on Wednesday, September 18. 1B78. and ooa- 
p nntij the openine of the Regalar Session, Dnrinj; this term, instrnctlon, conslstlnff of didactic lectures npon 
u\ snmeots and dally ellnicaliecturee, will be irfven, as heretofore, by the entire Faculty. Students ezpeetinffto 
snd the nwular Session are stfx>nj(ly recommended to attend the Preliminary Term, but attendance during the laUar 
lot required. Daring the Preliminary Term, clinical and didactic lectures will be given in precisely the same nam 
' and order as in tho Regular Session. 
THB RBGULAR8BSSI0N will be«:in on Wednesday. October S, 1S78. and end about the 1st of March. 1819. 

FACULTY. 

ISAAC B. TAYLOR. K.D.. 
Bmerltns Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women, and President of the Faculty. 

JAMBS R. WOOD. M.D.. ll.d.. FORDTCB BARKBR. m.d., 

Bmeritus Professor of Surgery. Prof, of Clinical Midwifery and Diseac« i of Women. 



Anstin Flint, m.d., Professor of the Principles ana Prac- 
tice of Medicine and Clinical Medicine. 

W. H Van Bnren, m.d , Professor of Principles and Prac- 
tice of Surgery, Diseases of Genito-Urinary Sys- 
tem, and Clinical Surgery. 

Lewis A. Sayre, M.D., Professor of Orthopedic Snrgery 

and Clinical Surgery. 

Alexander B. Mott. M.D., Professor of Clinical and Oper 

atlve Surgery. 

William T. Lnsk, m.d., Profos«or of Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases ot Women and Children, and 
Clinical Midwifery. 



William M. Polk, m.d.. Professor of Materia Medioa and 
Therapeutic, and Clinical Medicine. 

Austin Flint, Jr.. m.d.. Professor of Physiology and Fhjr* 
slological Anatomy, and Secretary of the Faculty. 

Joseph D. Bryant, m d,. Professor of General, Descrip- 
tive and Surgical Anotomy. 

R. Ogden Dormeus, m.d.. ll d.. Professor of Ohemiatry 

and Toxicology. 

Bdward G. Janewav, m. d., Profisssor of Pathologloal 

Anatomy and Histology, Diseases of the Nenrona 

System, and Clinical Medicine. 



Professors of Special Departments, Etc. 



Mencf D. Noyes, m.d.. Professor of Ophthalmology and 

Otology. 

P. Gray. K.D., ix. D., Professor of Psychological 
Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence. 

Mrakine Mason, m.d.. Clinical Professor of Surgery. 



ifidwin L. Ee>e^, M*n.. P-ofessor of D m oogy, 

Adjunct to the Chair o« rnudples gery. 

J Lewis Smith, m.d., Clinfoal Professor of Disease* of 

Children. 

Leroy^Mllton Yale, m.d.. Lecturer Adjunct upon Ortbo- 

pedle Surgery. 



A distinctive feature in the method of instruction in this College is the union of clinical and didactic teaching, 
^i the lectures sre given within the Hospital grounds. During the Regular Winter Session, in addition to tour 
Msctlc lectures on every week-day except Saturday, two or three hours are daily sUotted to clinical instrnctlon. 

The Spring Session consists chiefly of Recitations from Text-books. This term continues l^om the flrst of March 
w|til the flrst of June. Dnrlns: this session, daily recitations in all the denartments are held by a corps of examiners 
appointed by the Faculy. Regular clinics are also given in thA Hospital ana in the College builuing. 

Fees for the Begular Session. 

Vees A»r Tickets to all the Lectures during the Preliminary and Regular Term. \ 

" Including Clinical Lectures, } $140 00 

Matrtcnlation Fee ^„ 5 90 

wmonstjator^s Ticket (Including material for dissection) 10 00 

OradBationFee 30 00 

Fees for the Spring Session. 

Matriculation (Ticket good for the following winter) ; 4 5 00 

Imitations. Clinics, and Lectures 85 00 

■Issection (Ticket good for the following winter) ^ 10 00 

Students who have attended two fall wlcter courses of lectures, may be examined at the end of their second course 

XK>n Materia Medica. Phyelology Anatomy and Chemistry, and, if successful, they will be examined at the end of 
eirthlro coarse upon Practice of Medicine, Suigery, and Obstetrics only. 

For the Annual Circular and Catalogue, giving regalatlons for graduation and other information, address Profeasor 
AUSTIN FLINT, Jb., Secretary. Bellevue Hospital Medical Collie. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 



TZZiSBS^^'S 






'' FORMULA OF 1874/' 



Positive Uniformity of Strength and Action Insured by the Method 

of Preparation. 



The diffiottltjr of forwarding fluids by mail preelades as fi'om sending sampUs of our Fluid Bk- 
iraet of Brgol, and we must therefore oall attention to this, and ask you to prooure it throush your 
^mgfriat or dealer in your Tieinity. ^ r a / 

^*i3i^*T* decided to plaoe it within the reach of every physician by atranging the price of Fo«r- 
canoe. Eight-ounce, and Sixteen-ounce packages on a scale that gires it to you in either form at the 
same price per pound, and you will thus be able to order it in either site, in original packages, and 

to secure an article which Has not failed to giTeendre satisfaction when obtained as it leaves o«r 
ftjaboraiory. 

— W' «e informatioB from several qnarters that f ■(■■"■■ ^^ poor quit 
r ours by being put up in our • ^ t .m .' ^^ ,j„^ our bottles and 

< I "< ' ysieians win please be on their guard, and 

leperi to OS any oircumsiauce mat indicates this fraud upon them. 



PUERPERAL ANTISEPTIC 

Bromo-Ghloralu 






NON-POISONOUS. ODORLESS 



It is concentrated solution of Bromide and Chloride of Aluminium. It operates by decomposing 
aozious gases and thus remoring them, and not by causing an odor greater than the one sought to be 
removed. 

In the lying-in room, the physician should always prepare a bowl of olc ounce of BromoChloral* 
um to ten ounces of soft water, and moisten towels to place under the patient to receive all dejections, 
and also to apply to vulva. He should wet his hands with the same before ezaminatien, and after 
conclusion of labor, or as often as he p eases during the progess of the labor. He will find the odor 
^hich firequsntly persistently attaches to the hands to be removed at once ; besides, it is of inestima- 
ble value in protecting any abrasion from being affected hj contact wiih aorid secretions. 

After confinement, the vagina should be thoroughly cleansed by injecting the same dilution, a»4 
continued night and morning by the nurse until convalescence. 

9S^ No case of PUERPERAL FEVER has ocoarred where BROMO was used at eonfinemeni» 
snd during convalescence, it should be used on every such oocasion. 8end for pamphlet on Puer- 
peral Fever. 



TILDEN & CO., New Lebanon, and 176 William St., New York. 

[aug-12m] 
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"nSTAMPING-OUT" OF CONSUMPTION B¥ VITAUZED HYPO- PHOS- 
PHITES. 



Dr. Churchill says : — "It therefore onlj remaiDS for me to show that by the 
of the bypo-pliospbites as an 

S 

We possess an sssufmI meftDS of keeping up the Tigor of sll who work : (either menUlly or bo iilj 
who are of weakly eonstitatioo, and all who are'oondemned by circa ouitaQoes to Ubor beyoa 
<bodUy or mentAl) streacth. Bj meaos of these hypo^phoephttes oot ooly might phthmn aad all 
of tabercalosia be 'stamped oot' ss surely as small pox has been by Taocination, but what is better, the 
^Tozisiate cause which produces them miy be destroyed by yrodaetiog that state of weakoess whieh is 
too freqoeotly the starting point of the complaint. " 

''The use of the hypo-phosphites would also do away with that feeling of weakoess 
and exhaustion which impels to the use of alcoholic beverages^ and they directly 
<x>uoteract a cause of depravity and suffering which has baffled the effbrt<i both of re- 
ligion and morality.'' Vitalized phosphates, prepared by F. CROSBY, 
For sale by Druggists. 696 Sixth Ave., New York. 



THE SPERMATIC TRUSS. 



A most Efficient, Safe and Simple appliance for the treatment of Spermatorrhoea, Seminal Weakn 
ubduiDg inordinate sexual desire. Entirely mechanical, operates by taking advantage of physieal 
•etioD. 

The Besult of years of Practical Experience. 

Is attended with most gratifying reftult^. COMMENDED BV PH^TSlClANd AND MEDICAI« 
JOURNALS. (See the Record, Jan. No., 1878, p. 29.) Far superior to anything keretvfore used for 
that psrpose. 

We except no Medication or Application whatever- 

Price to physicians, $4.00. ?or Truse oir particular desch Hion, address 



jan '78-1 2m P. 0. Lock Box 65, Pittsburgh, PennsylTanlft 



•« 



^■■V* can make money faster at work for us than at anything else. Capital not required; we will start 
a M 7<>U' $12 P^r day maae at home by the industrious. Men, women ;boys and giriii wanted everywhere 
^^ to work for us. Now is the time. Costly outfit and terms free. Address True & Co., Augusta, He. 



MiM%^ %&mmSL Mm^Mm% Wm 



SPECIALTY— AdvertisiDg in MEDICAL JOURNAI^ ONLY. 

Circulars containing full in formation, as also a complete list of Medical Journals and Medioa 
Directories of ihe United States and Canada sent on application. Address 

De. C. W. BERNACXI. 
feb '78-tf 319 W. 26th Street, New York, (Station E 




business yon can engage in. $6 to $20 per dsy made by any worker of either 
eex, right in their own localities. Particulars and samples worth $6 free. 
Improve your spare time at this business. Address Stinson & Co., Portland, Me. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 



PRACTITIONER 

Reference Book, 

— BY- 
RICHARD J. DUNGLISON, MD., 

Editor of DaDglleoii'* "Hadl4&l DioUoDU'; ;" TrtMurar of ih« A,iDeric HcdiOklJAuoalKtion, ■!«. 

" 1878. 

a«n*r»l iafarmatioa for Ibe Pnoiilloatr. Therapeutio kod P»atia*l Hinti; 'nir tooaadaet k P»st 
mortem Exftminalion ; Dlet«t:o Rules and Preoepta . 
Tbia book is not one of thoee imnll pocket oompendle wboae ohief duty sea „ii to be to sDoumber 
»n»lr«»dj oTer-orowded pootet, hut ia » bandsoiuBly boond Toluma, ooolaining in iagihle type a. great 
lariel; of infurmation of > obaruier Kiid in a shape most useral to iba pbyslaian. W« aaii cordially 
reoommead it to the profaasioa.— BoatoD Had. and Sarg. Journal, Not. 15, I8T7. 

Muoh of the information eantaiaed in this book oould only be obtained by a long tnd wearisome 
•caroh tbrongh Tolume after Tolume of text books and journals. For the eonnlry pbyaioian, fur 
remoTad (rem the laTga Hadioal Llbraria*. ibis aearoh la Impoeaibla. and the work, therefore, be- 
oomaa a neoasalty to him. It will hardly be of lesa importanee to the eiiy pruiiitioDer.— Obatetrioal 
Jonmat. Oetobar, 1877. 

■^ Cloth. 8>o. Illustrsl«d. on fins tinted paper. Prioa, S3 60. Sent, post paid, on raoeipl of 
prioe, (nrevlari, with tiilleontenta, a«ot on applioation. Address 

RICHARD J. DUNGLTSON, M.D., 

814 Hon tteeoth 



XO PHYSXCZANS. 



aRora^3L.' 



.Am 



Bromidla le a aoiwUfle oomblnation of Brom. Poiaa,, Hyd.Chlord. HyoMyam. CannabU-Indioa and 
Aromaiioi. Fom«iiLA.-E«ry Bnid draohm coniaina 15 gn. each of pure Brom. Poim, and purified 
Hjd..Chloral. and I «t. each of geu. imp. est. Hjosoyftm. and Can. lod. Thia preparaiion la the Hyp- 
nouo par exoellenoe '■ - ■ '■'"- dnamlesa, relreahing sleep, and is eioaadingly taluabia in all foriM 
of SleeplMsoeaa, Ner»ouau..= , -v.- 'gia, elo.. and will generally relieve when opiatea aggraTale or tail. 
Its aoiB well In Epilapay, 8iok-Head.iuhe, Con*olaiona, and all forms of Colic. In the Reaileesneai, D^- 
rlnm and Sleeplesanaaa of oontinued faiers, it ia absolutely InTaluabie. It gi»ea aalisfaotion to bolb the 
phyaioian and hia paiiant. A»erago doa-. tor adu.l, one half to one fluid draoUm in water or ajntp 
oTory bouT until aleep is produced. 

PREPARED ONLY BY 

BA.TTLE & CO., Chemists, 

june20-ly St. Louis. 
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ATLANTA DRUG MARKET 



CORREGTED MONTHLY. 



Ihe^e are prices of chemically pure drugs, and not the cItMp eommeroial raits publithed 
by certain houses in this oify. Cheaper in larger quantities and subject to fluotuaiion. 



NBT PRICES ON OCT. M» 1878. 



▲old toetic .p«r lb 

Jbdd Bensoic....... per os 

Add carbolic ciT>t»«»—<**P6r oi 

Add dtiic per lb 

Add gallic per oa 

Add muriatic, 0. P per lb 

Acid nitric, 0. P. per lb 

Add iolphoric, 0. P. .per lb 

Add Bdacylic per oz 

Add tannic per oz 

Add tartaric per oz 

Alcohol ...per gal 

Aloni per lb 

Ammonia, aqoa. per lb 

ABunonia, carbonate ...per lb 

Ammonia muriate.. per lb 

Antimony, tartarlzed.. peroz 

Araenic, l)onovan*a-eol per lb 

Araeoic, Vowler^a sol .per lb 

Aaaafoetida .per )b 

Balaam copaiba per lb 

Berriee, cnpeb, powd per 

Biamath, eub nit. per lb 

Borax, refined per lb 

Camphor inim per lb 

Oerinm oxalate »per oz 

Ohalk^ prepared per lb 

Charcoal, powdered per bot 

Acid cnobonidia per oz 

Chloral hydrate, Qerman . . per oz 

Chloroform per lb 

Cinchonia, anlpliate pe.* oz 

Oincho-Qninfne per oz 

OoUodion, caDtbaridal per os 

Creosote per oz 

Blix. pepeiD, bis. A strych.per lb 
Blix. clncho.,1ron Sb sti^ch..perlb 

Brgot, Dowdered »..,.« per oz 

Avot, flnid ext per lb 

BCber, sulphuric per lb 

Bxtract belladonna ......per lb 

Bxtract Co.ocynth, comp.4per lb 

Bxtract hyoscyamns per oz 

Bxtract ialap per oz 

Bxtract liquorice per lb 

Bxtract nnx vomica per oz 

Olycerlne per lb 

Onm aloea, soc., powd.......per lb 

Gum arable, powdered per lb 

Onm guaiac per Id 

Onm myrrh per lb 

Gum opium, Turkey per lb 

Iodine, resublimed per oz 

Iodoform peroz 

Iron, predp. carb per lb 

Iron, by hydrogen per oz 

Lead, acetate per lb 



90 
80 
26 
»9 
85 
60 

6|) 

50 
40 



8 



10 
60 
10 
85 
86 

40 
10 
40 
80 
46 
60 
40 



75 
6U 
S6 
50 
26 
85 
75 

60 
10 
75 
00 
85 
40 
00 
50 
00 
80 
25 
25 
40 
Of* 
9% 

6 
16 
50 
50 
50 

7 
60 
86 
76 
75 



Uthia carbonate per oz 80 

Magnesia, cale ........per lb 1 10 

Ma«:nef>ia, carb per lb 40 

ICagnesla, aniphate per lb 15 

Mercury, calomel ....per lb 90 

Mercury, blue pill per lb 76 

Mercury, protlodlda .per oz 40 

Morphia sulphate per dr 00 

Morphia aoetat per dr 80 

Oil, castor P<^rgal 160 

nil, codliver perdoz 8 60 

Oil, kerosene per gal 90 

Oil, olive .per gal 1 50 

Oil, peppermint .per oz J*^ 

Ointment, citrine ..per lb 

Ointment, mercuriaL per lb 

Opium per lb 

Pepper, bUok per lb 

Pepper, powd. capdcnm. . per lb 

Plperin....* per oz 

Plaster, adhesive per yd 

Plaster, Islnslass per yd 

Potassium, dilorate... per lb 

Potassitthi, nitrate per lb 

Potassium, bromide ......per lb 

Potasdum, iodide. per lb 

Powder, Dover^s per lb 

Oi^lQuinla, aniphate .per oz 

95 Koot, ginger, groaDd...i......per lb 

40 Root, ginger, jam. per lb 

oO Boot, ipecac, powdered ...per lb 
16 Root, rhubarb, powdered.. per lb 

95 Root, seneka per lb 

90 Root, serpentarla .per lb 

90 Root, sqnlll per lb 

96 ?iantonin peroz 

50 Send, mustard, grouud per lb 

00 Silver, nitrate, pure.^ peroz 

40 Soap, cantlle, true per lb 

16 Soda, bicarbonate ........... .per lb 

60 Soap, hyposulph per lb 

50 SplrlU nitre per lb 

75 Spirits tarpentine per gal 

00 Strycbnia per dr 

^0 Sulphar, flowers. per lb 

OO TarUr, cream per lb 

60 Tinct. gent comp per lb 

76 Tlnct. wild yam per lb 

60 Tinct. gelsemlnum per lb 

60 Tinct viburnum pru*lum..per lb 

86 Tinct iron, mur per lb 80 

40 Tinct. opium per lb 1 25 

80 Tinct qplnm, camph per lb 75 

86 1 iDct opium, deodorized. .per lb 9 50 

66 Ti net. vcratrum, vir per lb 1 95 

60 Tinct aconite, radix per lb 75 

60 Wine colchicum 8e<^d .... per lb 1 n(i 

60 zinc, acetate per oz 15 

95 Zinc, sulphate ^ per lb 95 

40 Pill boxes, iiaper per pk 9C 

15 Vials, assorted per gross 9 75 

85lVial corka « per groas 36 



Pocket drug eases 88.00 to $5.00 

Pocket oaaes $10. 819, $16, $18, $30 

Sims* speculum .$4 08 

Plain cylinder each 75c to 1 00 

Sims* uterine probe 1 50 

Uterine sound 2 00 

Uterine forceps, dressing 9 fio 

Thomas* uterine applicator 1 50 

By ford*a uterine caustic holder... 9 00 

L«nt> uterine caustic holder 1 80 

Barnes* uterine dilators set 4 00 

Uterine catheter, double 8 60 

Uterine tenaculum, double 8 00 

Needle, hollow, for wire sutnre. .. 9 00 
60 Slgmnid catheter, tin 75 



dl^oid catheter, hard rubber.... 1 00 

Sigmoid catheter, silver.. 1 60 

Silver wire coll 1 00 

Uterine tents, sponge dos 8 00 

Uterine tents, sea-timgle...... doa 8 00 



•■•••• ••••• 



Hodge*8 pasBaries 

Meign* rine pesearies each 

tubher urinal, male 150 to 9 
ubbcr urinal, female.........! 50 to 9 

Dlsaectlng cases . ...8 95,4 95,5 



75 
00 
00 
00 
95 



Obstetrioai forceps, Meigs* 7 08 

Obstetrical forcepa, Hoage*s......... '' " 

Obntetrlca) forceps, Bedford** ««• 8 

Placenta forceps «••• 2 

Speculum ant. iflasa 76^ tv i 

Specalum ani, G. silver 5 

Rectal bougies, 12 sizes ....each 1 



00 
50 
60 
25 
00 
95 



Bcraseur, wire ,8 00 

Ecraseur, Nott*s rectllinea l8 00 

Mraeceur, chain 15 00 to 2o 00 

Onm lancet each 75 

Thumb lancet, Evans* each 1 00 

Tooth forceps 1 25 to 2 50 

Trochar and cannia 1 60 

Tongue depreasor 1 00 

Catheters and bongies, Eng...dos 2 75 
Catheters, silver, combined...each 3 OO 
Catheters, soft rubber . . .each 80 to 40 
Bougies, G. B., best Fr..each 60 to 60 

Bougies, plain elastic 80 to 80 

Port caustic, hard rub each 60 to 00 

Port caustic, Lallemand*B. 4 40 

Probmgs, sponge 40 

Scissors, Burgeon*s straight 75 



76 Scissors, 8Urgeon*s curved. 



1 
9 

1 
1 
1 
1 



00 
50 
50 
00 
25 
00 



Syringe, metallic doz 

S5*ringe, gutta perch each 58 to 

Syringe, male, glass doz 

Syringe, female, glaas. doz 

Syringe, Mattson*s plain. each 

Syringe, hypodermic 1 60 to 8 50 

Bar trumpets 5 00 

Tienian*s improved aspirator 16 00 

Perfume atomizer, be 't, 1 80 

New elastic tourniquet for blood- 
less amputations 8 00 

Elastic tubing, per foot 10 to 



URCHASINQ AGENCY.— Vwim defliring to purchase Drugs, or other artiojee of 

Merohandise, in Atlanta, may do so to advantage through Tei Bbcord Opfioii. Nooommission will be 
charged our subseribers for this -service Bills caa be made out bj the above table of rates. CASH 
should acoon^aoj the order. Address, B. C. WOBD, M. D., 
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S. H. KENNEDY'S 



Concentrated 




EXTRACT 



— OF — 



Pinus Canadensis. 



Ai an oflSoiaal remedy, this artiole has reoeiTed the endorsement of the highest medical authorities. 
and been extensively used in their practice since its first manufacture by Mr. S. H. Kennedy. Dr. J, 
Marion Sims thus writes of it : 

** I have used Mr. S. H. Kennedy's Concentrated Extract Pinus Canadensis in some affections of 
the rect um, vagina, and cervix uteri. I have used it, considerably diluted, as a vaginal wash, with great 
success ; but I prefer to apply it to the os lincsB on cotton wool, either pure or mixed with glycerine, or 
glycerine and rosewater. Thus applied, it should remain intact for two or three or even four days, and 
then be renewed. In this way I have seen chronic granular vaginitis remedied in a few days, that had 
resisted the ordinary remedif^s for weeks ; and have seen granular erosions, with leucorriicea, disappear 
▼ery rapidly under Its use. I have not the time to do more than call the attention of my professional 
brethren to this ^ew extract, which I am sure will soon be recognised as a valuable addition to our Ma. 
ieria Medica. ***** for many years Mr. Kennedy was engaged in making 
Hemlock Extract for tanner^s use, which he shipped in large quantities to various parts of the country. 
* . * * * * Mr. Kennedy became so Ailly oonvinoed of the ^lue of the Hemlock Extract 
as a remedial agent, that he determined to make an article medicinally pure, which he has for some 
time placed in the market. His methpd and cave in making this new remedy will, I am sure, give us an 
article of uniform strength and purity. He extracts the virtues of the bark by pure distilled water, the 
temperature of which is never allowed to exceed 150° F. The infusion thus made is evaporated m vacuo, 
from about 20° (by the Barkometer) to 150°, which makes a constant aod uniform fluid extract, without 
the addition of acid or alcohol, and which does not ferment in any climate or under any extreme of tem- 
perature." J. Mabiok Sims, M.D., 267 Madison Avenue, N. Y. 



The genuine S. H, Kennedy's Concentrated Extract of Pinus Canadensis referred 
to by Dr. Sims, is put up in pound bottles, with the name " S. H. Kennedy's " on 
the side, and the words, " C. Ext. P. C." on the shoulder of the bottle. 

The bottles are capped with a metal cover, and bear the trade mark, ^^S. H. "K" 

For sale by all Wholesale Druggists in the United States. 

S. H. KENNEDY, 

Man uf acturer, 

C. ^.. G^00f)>lS>f. Wl^oleAle Sgent, 

iuoe2o-iy 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA 



advebiseM^tb^ 



Chjis. Bollock. ■ ■ E. A. ChesbHa*; ■ ■ ■ -Stltebtee J. Bakee. 

IllHQGk 



aiui 



Wholesale Druggists, Chemiste and Importers, 

Nob. 928 ,lroh St and 631 Hoith St, 
PHILADELPHIA. 



M ANUF ACTUEEES OF 



SUGAR-COATED PILLS 

In wbleh the phjaielkDi of Iba wfaele ccranlry oid pUot implioitaoBldsnca, 
PERFECTLY SOLUBLE, tod ia tnrj rMprat RELIABLE, m hu bMD proTao repntedlf bj 
•xperitnanta of . 

DISINTERESTED FHABHACI8T8. 



Our Make of Sugar-Coated Pills 

RccBiTnl IbahighcBt mwBid atUJiMblc, A 

lllpl«a« «i M«at«9 lai @^^ialtl l«4«l 

for lupcriority of flniah and purltf of ingrcdicDta. 
In prMorlbiog Sngar-Coklcd Pilh, phyilcUai "ill pleMS •peeif/ (B.&G.) 

These Pills MD be obuia«d of the moat of tha lekuiag relail UruggisLs. Full Price Lislj, with 
Becipea ftttaoheit '"■wished upoo appIiatiOD. 



Fresh <te Reliable Vaccine Virus 

FROM HEALTHY WHITE CHILDREN, 
Mailed to any addrese on receipt of price — $1.50 per crust. 
^^^ Addresfi, 

— 628 Arch Street and 531 North St., Philadelphia. 
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Important to Physicians. 




PEMBERTON, SAMUELS & REYNOLDS,. 



MiuniFiiCT]ii& mwm 



No. 2 Marietta Street, ATLANTA, GA. 

InTite the kUMiUoa and iup«elion of the Proftasion to their Urge Htd seleet ttook of 

IPURE MEDICINES, CHEMICALS, 

FLUID AND SOLID EXTRACTS, 

EESINOIDS, ELIXIRS, CERATES, SYRUPS, 

SUGAR and GELATINE-COATED PILLS, 

INSTRUMENTS, TRUSSES, SYRINGES, 
GLASSWARE, SUPPORTERS,. 

SADDLE-BAGS, Etc, Ete. 

All New Remedies and Rare Chemicals, Squibbs and other reliable Pharmaoeutioal 

Preparations kept in Stock. 

WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OP PHYSICIANS' SUPPLIES, 

And all Remedial gents, sold by as, will be oritioallj examined with the reagents 

and by the Microsoopey and our 

GUARANTEE OF PURITY will be STAMPED ON EVERY ARTICLE. 

Our prices will be as low as pure and genuine goods can be sold, either North 
or South. 

Mi^We would call especial attention to Messrs. Merrell, Thorp & Lord's 
Phennaoeutical Products. We have a full supply of their justly celebrated Pre- 
parations, which are meeting with a very large sale. We are their Wholesale 
Agents for the Sonth, and would be pleased to receive orders for them, and will 
tfend price-list on application, 

Nov-6m] PEMBERTON, SAMUELS & REYNOLDS. 
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The Great Seathern Wholeeale Piano and Organ. Depot 

outhern Music HousH: 

21 Whitaker St., Savannah, Ca. J-l 

PIANOS AND ORGANS! 

GOOD FIAirOB, 4-8T0F OBaAITS, 

OolyJl' OaIy,856. 

BIEOAST PIANOS, S-STOP OKOAlfS, 

Only 123 Only 87. 

SUFESB rU WOS, 12.ST0P OBQANS, 

260 Only $79. 

With Stool and Cover, WITH GOOD STOOM,. 

^old kt JVCknufkcStufef^' f(kte^ ! 



Every Man His O"^ Agent 



Otoriom Dtm for purehMen. Piuoi •od Orpma from old and reliable maken lold at manaib>- 
turen' Ibetorj priew. No ifentg. No cammisBloai. Cnirorm oaah prieca, and thocetbe lowMt avir 
giTen on r«liab1« lugtrnmanla, Lm^ eomniitilona heraLofore pai q. apnU now giTen to parohaMn. 
From C60 to }100 asloall; MT*d in tlie purthwi of an isitrameat aader this naw BjBlam. J^TWrit* 
for partiaulara. 

_ t 
Chickering, Knabe, Mathushjek and Haines Bros.' Pianos, the old and irli- 

able Mrsoq & Hamlin Organs. 

iM^Mt MBortment in the Sonth to aaleot from. Everj iotirnmant sold andar makcia' wrlttan 
piarantBO. 

naaoa «ka.d OxBttJoa sea-b ea 711-beea. Sak7« Tri*I X 

W« Par aU PnlBbt If not flatla&atorr, 

Tfaii maani baslDeM, and oompslition «Uh the Uniiad Stat«a. Don't be dcoelTed with theawiaWnt 
adTertiaemcnla of bogua NorlbarD maDuholnTsra who claim to lell 96EO piaooa fw (175, and f2T0 
organs tor ^65. II is flilEe. We, or any reputable dealer, aao ftirniah belter iaatnimeDta fbr the Ban» 
money. Bend for ooi oironlart expoiing the ftaude praatieed in the piano and organ trade. 

■^rWrite na before you bnj. 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

BtDFOBD HUM UD IRIIN SPRINliS VIHR IID MISS. 

CoDtlBtiiig ^bielly, m shown by the analysis — whioh accompanies each package— of Alnm, Iron, 
Magnesia, Lime, Sodinm, Potassium, Manganese, and Liibia Sulphates. 

Medical Propertiet. — Tonic, alterative, astringent, aperient, diuretic, and anti<*periodic. 

Throat, Skin, Storaapb, Blood, and Uterine Diseases cured for twenty-fi;ve yeare, as attested by 
many eminent members of the medical profession. Full proof of all claimed sent with every package^ 
and trial supply sent to any physician desiriug to test it in his practice. This water ia sent just as ^ 
wells up. The Mass is the medical sobstances of the water obtained by evaporation. 

" Efficient for throat diseases." — Dr. Carrington, of Va. 

" Specific in skin diseases." — ^Dr. Allen, of N. C. * 

•• Unequaled for scrofulous affections." — Dr. Walker, •f Va. 

** Prompt and beneficial as an alterative." — Prof. Duucan, D.D., late Pres. Elandolph liaeon Ctllsgs. 

**llejuvenating on persons worn with toil and care." — Dr. Hales, of Va. 

** Invaluable for neuralgia." — Dr. Harrii^on, N. Y. 

'* Regulates the secretive organs." — Dr. Christian, of Va. 

«* Purifies the blood."— Dr. Langhorne, ef Va. 

** Has no equal for chills." — Rev. Ellison C. Dodsolk, of Virginia. 

•* Well adapted in ulcerative affections." — Prof. Moorman, M.D., of Va. 

" None have a wider range of usefulness." — Va. Med. Monthly. 

"Very valuable for stomach, liver„ kidoeys, and bowels." — Hon. Landon Scruggs, of Va. 

•• Powerful natural remedy." — Prof. Hardin, V. M. I. 

"Oue of nature's most useful remedial agents."— Med, Association of Lynchburg, Va. 

x'StiocessfuUy used for dyspepsia, chronic diarrhoea, prolapsus uteri, and chlorosis. — Prof. Samuel 
fackson, M.D., University of Pennsylvania. 

A Taluable remedy for aosBmia, cutaneous affeotions, and passive hemorrhages." — ^Prof. J. J. Moor 
man, M.D. . . 

** Most valuable agent known for scroAila, indigestion, diseases peculiar to females, nlcerati Bpn» 
and, thioit diseases."— John P. Mettauer, M.D., LL.D. 

*' Remarkable cures of chronic didrrhoea and constipation by it." —Henry Latham, M.P 

** Nothing that I know of equal to it for scrofulous Sections." — Thos. L. Walker, M..' 

** Curative powers wonderful in diseases peculiar to women, broken-down oonditions the system, 
and in disorders of the stomach and bowels." — Bodj. Blackford, M.D. 

Price— Water, $4.50 per case of dozen half- gallon bottles, or $8.50 for five->gaHon Dozed demijohia 
Mass, f 1.00 per box or bottle, or $5<00 per halfdoaen. Sent postpaid. . Address 

A. M. DAVIES, 
Preaident of Company^ 78 Main 8t.^ Lynchbarg^ Ya. 
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Pembernton, Samels & Reynolds, 

DR. P. R. HOLT, 

PINSON & PEACOCK, 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 
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Hew Phosphorns ComliiDatioiis. 

(SXrOAB-COATEO PILLS) 

A Perfect and Reliable Form for the Admioiairatton of Free Phoaphoms in OonbiBaiion wiili 

JTux Vomica, Iron, Quinine, Zino, Strychnia, Morphia, Indian Honp, 

Cantharides, Digitalis, Aloes, Etc. 

Phosphorus, 1-25 gr % 40 

Phosphorus, 1-50 gr 40 

Phosphorus, 1-75 gr 40 

Phosphorus, 1400 gr 40 

Phosphorus, Aloes, and Nuz Vomica, 3-4 gr 60 

PhOBphoniii, 1-60 fc'- Kxt Aloee Aq., 1-2 gr. Bxt Hnx Yomlea, 1-4 gr. 

Phosphorus and Belladonna 60 

Phoapboriu, 1-100 er. Bxt Belladonna. 1-8 gr. 

Phosphorus and Cannabis Indica, 1 2 gr 76 

Pbosphoma, 1-50 gr. Bit. Cannab. Ind., 1-4 gr. 

Phosphorus and Cantharides Comp., 2 grs 75 

Pbo»pboni8, l-fiO gr. Fo. Nox Vomica, 1 gr. Sol. Gantharldea Co., 1 m. 

Phosphorus Comp., 1-2 gr 60 

Pho«pborat» MOO fir. Szt. Nnx Tomlca, 1-4 gr. 

Phosphorus and Digitalis Co., 2 grs 75 

PiHMphorar, 1-60 gr. Fo. Digiulif , 1 gr. Bxt. Henbane, 1 gr. 

Phosphorus, Digitalis, and Iron, 2 grs 75 

Fhovphoraa, 1 60 gi . Fo. Df gitaiTe, 1 gr. Iron by Hydrogen, 1 gr. 

Phosphorus and Iron, 1 1-8 grs 60 

Phoephonia. 1^ gr. Iron by Hydrogen, 1 gr. 

Phosphorus, Iron, and Quinine, 2 1-4 grs 8 00 

Phoephome, 1-100 gr. Carbonate Iron, 1 gr. Qainine Salpb., 1 gr. 

Phorahorus, Morphia, and Zinc Val., 1 1-4 grs 2 00 

Phofphorns, l-60gr. jflorphla 8nl., 1-12 gr. ZincVal., 1 gr. 

Phosphorus and mux Vomica, 1-2 gr 60 

' Phospbomn; l-50gr. Kzt. Nnx Vomica, 1-8 gr. 

Phosphorus, Nux Vomica, and Iron 60 

Pbobphomii. 1-100 gr* Bxt. Nnx Vomica, 1-4 1^. Carbonate of Iron, 1 gr. > 

Phosphorus, Nuz Vomica, Iron, and Qumine, 2 1-4 grs 8 00 

Photipborne. 1-100 gr. Carbonate Iron, 1 ^ Nnr Vomica Ext, 1-8 gr. Qniniae Snlph., 1 gr. 

Phosphorus, Opium, and Digitalis, 1 gr 75 

Phospborna. 1-50 gr. Po. Ipecac, 1-4 gr. Po. Digitalia, 1-9 gr. Po. Opinm, 1-4 gr. 

Phosphorus and Quinine, 1 gr 2 75 

Pboeptaomt, 1 50 gr. Qniniiie Snipb., 1 gr. 

Phosphorus and Quinine Co., 1 8-4 grs 2 00 

PboepbomM. 1-50 sr. Iron by Hydrogen, 1 gr. QnininA Snlpb., 1-S gr- Btrydmia, 1-80 gr. 

Phosphorus, Quioine, land Digitalis Co., 1 1-2 gn 2 00 

Pboaphorae. 1-60 gr. Qatalne Suiph«, 1-2 gi . Po. DIgiUlis. 1-8 gr. Po, Oplom,l-4 gr. Po. Ipecae, 14 gr. 

Phosphorus, Quinine, and Nuz Vomica, 1 1-2 grs 2 75 

l*boi«pboniM, 1-60 gr. Quinine Sulpb., 1 gr. 8xt. Nnx Vomica, 1-4 gr. 

Phosphorus and Strychnia — 76 

Pboepboma. 1-50 gr. Stryoiinlaft 1-80 gr. 

Phosphorus, Strychnia, and Iron, 1 1-2 grs 1 00 

Phoppbome, 1-Too gr. Strychnia, 1-80 gr. Garb. Iron, 1 gr. 

Phosphorus and Zinc Co., 2 grs 75 

Pborpbornti. 1-50 gr. Zinc Snlph., 1 gr. Lopnlin, 1 gr. 

Phosphorus, Zinc, and Strychnia, 1 gr ...... 1 00 

Pho»phora8« 1-50 gr. Valer. Zinc, 8-4 gr. BtiychAia, 1*60 gr. 



Manufa'^tured by ALLAIRE WOODWARn ^^ CO,, Peoria, Illinois. 
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PREPARATION OF PEPSIN AND 
THE GOOD TO BE OBTAINED 
FROM IT. 



BY JOS. ADOLPHUS, M. D., OF QA. 



In 1872 I read an interesting paper 
on the preparation of Pepsin, by an 
American author whose name I have un- 
fortunately forgotten. The simplicity 
of the process, the way of obtaining the 
ferment according to the manipulations 
of this method^ so impressed my attention 
as to fasten itself on my memory. 

The process is so simple and easy of 
execution as to permit the whole thing 
being performed in a parlor, and is as 
follows : 

The mucous coat of the calf's stomach 
is carefully stripped from its other at- 
tachments, and is finely chopped. It is 
then macerated in water, slightly acid- 
ulated with e. p. h)drochloric acid of 
sp. gr. 1,17, at a temperature of between 



80 or 90 deg. for several days, during 
the time being frequently stirred, so as 
to wash out ail the soluble pepsin from 
the gastric glands. The whole is then 
strained through muslin, and the residue 
pressed or squeezed with the hands to 
force out as much of the fluid from the 
magma as is possible. 

The! second step in the operation is to 
prepare a saturated solution of common 
salt in cold water, of which a quantity 
equal in bulk to the above solution is- 
added to it, and the whole put aside and 
at rest for 24 or 48 hours. The pepsin 
will soon separate from the mother liquor 
and float on the fluid, from which it can 
be taken by a common spoon or perfora- 
ted skimmerj it is then dried by pressing 
it between paper. Pepsin in this condi- 
tion resembles plate paper and parch- 
ment. It is next dried in a cool, dry 
place, free from dust, and when w^ell air 
dried, nine times its weight of good well 
dried sugar of milk is added, with which 
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it must be well and thoroughly triturated. 
Ten grains of this represent one of pep- 
sin. I have found the pepsin immedi- 
ately after its preparation , and before it 
is air dried^ to be readily soluble in 
flyceritie at temperature of the body in 
the proportion of 15 grs. to the third 
ounce. 

I have twice prepared pepsin after 
this formula; which is much the cheapest 
yet that has come under my notice. If 
the sugar of milk triturate is kept in 
quantities of small bulk in well secured 
glass coppered bottles, it will in a dry 
climate keep for two years. In the South 
it will not keep six mouths, if the least 
exposed. 

The author of this process, if I recol- 
lect aright, observed that one grain of 
this pepsin dissolved in a few ounces of 
water slightly acidulated with hydro 
chloric acid, will dissolve 600 grains of 
coagulatad albumen. The glycerine pro- 
cess of obtaining pepsin is, to my mind, 
the best, but not as easy as the above. 
The only objectionp to be urged accuses 
the glycerine of taking up mucous and 
«ther impurities along v*ith the pepsin. 
This however, is reduced to a minimum 
If the tissue is well washed in soft water 
•o as to remove the mucous, which can 
be largely effected with care. I have 
lirequently prepared pepsin after this 
floanner, which is as folluws : 

The mucous coat of the calPs stomach, 
obtained in the same way as the other 
jirocess, is T^ell washed in clear, luke- 
ii::^rm soft water to free it from mucous. 
It is then well dried between cotton 
4doths, to abstract all superfluous water 
and moisture. After this it is chopped 
ine, and placed io a wide mouth, well 
f tting glass stopper bottle, and covered 
with pure glycerine at 1000 F.; then the 
stopper IS carefully replaced so as to ex- 
dude the air and moisture. The bottle 
must be kept in a warm place and fre- 
quently shaKcn. Three days' maceration 
is long enough. The glycerine is then 
decanted, and the ma^ma, which has 
been well pressed, is replaced in the bot- 



tle, and half as much water as there was 
originally of glycerine, slightly acidula^ 
ted with hydrochloric acid (about 3 dropis 
to the fluid ounce) is poured on it aad 
the bottle again placed in a warm place, 
and frequently shaken. Eight or ten 
hours are long enoueh for this last ma- 
ceration. The fluid is decanted and the 
magma is pressed. After allowing time 
to settle, the fluid is carefully decanted 
from the dregs. The decanted fluid is 
then evaporated to one-fourth i's bulk, 
and added to the glycerine first obtained. 
This will keep for several years. I have 
had as good results from it after three 
years as when first prepared. It should 
be kept in bottles of one or two ounce 
bulk, well stopped, so as to exclude the 
air. 

If properly prepared, 10 drops of this 
will dissolve 250 grs. of coagulated al- 
bumen in water, slightly acidulated with 
hydrochloric acid. 

Now for the use of Pepsin. Omitting 
dyspepsia and the long list of its kind in 
chronic affections, lor the cure of which 
it has been so well applied, few have 
thought of turning its valuable proper- 
ties to assistance of patients suffering 
from acute diseases, to weather the storm 
till convalescence comes around. 

In acute dise&ses the safety of the pa- 
tient, in a great measure, depends on the 
quantity and duration of resisting stamina 
the organic forces are able to present to 
breast the surging waves of the destroy- 
ing process called disease. Comparatively 
brief indeed, is the time consumed by 
these acute diseases in making their 
march, but brief a<< it is, the whole or- 
ganic life forces of the economy are being 
rapidly sapped in different ways, but 
notably in largely cutting off the supply 
of nutrition in different ways, and as a 
secondary result, the impairment of the 
integrity of the hytologic elements of 
those tissues which largely compose the 
organs most essential to life. 

Not having the space to enlarge on 
this interesting topic, let us proceed to 
the practical facts. 
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In typhoid fever experience has taught 
me that tke major per centa^e of deaths 
«oocur between the close of the second 
week and the middle of the third ; just 
the time when inanition would tell the 
heaviest on the resisting forces of the 
economy. If we omit such accidents as 
hemorrhage, perforation and the like^ 
which are few in comparison as a cause 
of deathy in typhoid fever, with exhaus- 
tion, the case clearly presents the truth 
of my proposition. 

I hold that it exercises its dynamic 
force on organic and constructive pro- 
oesses of the economy after it enters the 
J>Iood; by this means it increases the 
dynamic forces of nutrition, and saves 
life by increasing the molicular energies 
between the nutritive juices and the ele- 
ments of the tissues. There are abundant 
facts to prove this. Very frequently 
oonvalescence is defeated because the 



This line of reasoning and the practice 
founded on it, apply to sick children in 
a very pointed manner. 

Appropriation of nutritive pabulum 
can alone fortify against the collapse of 
the life forces and the cessation of func* 
tion. 

In pneumonia the largest per centage 
of deaths occur daring the latter pa^t of 
the first week and the beginning of the 
second. Death takes place from heart 
debility. 

Without stopping to investigate the 
remote causes of death in pneumonia, 
we s'.mply enquire : will the intelligent 
administration of pepsin contribute any 
thing toward retarding or removing the 
proximate cause of death ? I think it 
does, and this too, on the single princi- 
ples already alluded to. 

When there is rapid destruction of tis- 
sue, the strain falls heaviest on those 



{)atient is too much exhausted to get organs that are most used in carrying on 



well. 

This spring I was asked by a medical 
friend to dee with him an old man who 
was very ill with typhoid pneumonia. 
The main features of his case, aside from 
the lung trouble, was very great exhaus- 
tion. I suggested pepsin, and the wine 
of it, which was of reoent make, and was 
proven good, was used. In 24 hours a 
•decided change for the better was ob- 
€erved, which brightened every day till 
•convalescence was completed. 

Two years ago 1 attended a lady 
through an attack of pneumonia. Her 
recovery was very problematic, on ac- 
count of the extreme debility she was in. 
As a last reseat I gave her pepsin that I 
had prepared with glycerine. Immedi- 
ate improvement, almost, was visible af- 
ter the taking. A notable point in these 
oases is the increased demand for food 
these patients soon make after taking 
the pepsin. 

It is evident to all straight thinking 
people, that anything which will increase 
the powers of nutrition and assimilation 
in people suffering from acute disease, 
will increase also their chances of recov- 
er ing. 



the functions of life ; among these prom- 
inently stand the heart and respiratory. 
This fact points sharply to children, 
and explains why death in them so fre- 
quently commences at the heart and 
lungs. In point of fact, the major part 
of instances in which death i^ supposed 
to c(m\mence at the brain in children, is 
no more than defective blood supply to 
the brain, either in quantity, from heart 
feebleness, or in quality, from lung defeo* 
tiveness. 

The abdominal affections of children 
being attended by great emaciation and 
exhaustiim, the value of pepsin to them 
cannot be well over estimated. The pe- 
riod of the disease in which it is proper 
to use pepsin is at the time, or immedi- 
ately after, the disease has reached its 
height. In typhoid fever this is true; in 
pneumonia, seeing how rapidly heart 
failure comes on, the acme is reached no 
doubt very early, often on the 3d day. 
The conditions that call for stimulants 
also call for pepsin. While stimulants 
can spur the naked and jaded energies 
into quicker movements, pepsin commu- 
nicates to the molecular elements of the 
tissues a higher impulse, and awakens in 



372 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD, 



them a more exalted energy to take food 
and live. 

The dose of pepsin in all acute disea- 
ses must necessarily be small, not to ex- 
ceed one-eighth or one- fourth of a grain 
every two or three hours, and always in 
a weak solution of hydrochloric acid, 
which must be strictly chemically pure. 
It may be^ though in an humble way^ 
the principles and £icts set forth in this 

1>aper are a new departure from the phi- 
osophy of the schools. 

TURNING IN ARM PRESENTA- 

TIONS. 



BY A. O. HOBBS, M. D., OP IND. 



In September, 1877^ I was called in 
haste to see Mrs. H.^ a muscular woman, 
in her second labor. Upon arriving at 
her bed 1 found she had been having 
regular and severe pains for several 
hours, but they had entirely ceased 
shortly before my arrival. After sitting 
about fifteen minutes, she still having no 
recurrence of pains, I made an examina- 
tion and found the right hand in the 
vagina. Had I then tollowed the pre- 
cept of our text books I would have 
proceeded to place my patient under 
chloroform, at least to ttie extent of anal- 
gesia, and then have introduced my 
hand into the uterus and brought down 
the left foot — in short I would have per- 
formed podalic version. But I deter- 
mined to try an experiment, one that 
would at least not do any injury, if it 
did not accomplish my purpose. I di- 
rected her husband to stand at her feet 
and raise her limbs and buttox straight 
up, as in the reduction of hernia. I then 
had the advantage of gravitation, and by 
pushing back the *arm with the fingers 
of my right hand in I he vagina, and by 
external manipulations with my left, in 
less than five minutes the arm was pulled 
back into the uterus and the head sub- 
stituted in its place in the superior 
straight. After a short time natural 
pains returned, and she was delivered of 



a healthy boy within an hour after 1 
entered the room. 

In March, 1878, I was sent for id 
haste to see Mrs. A., who had then been 
in her third labor several hours, and on 
account of distance it was several hours- 
more before I arrived at her bed. The 
^^ granny'' remarked that the hand had 
been born for three hours, which upoir 
examination I found to be true. Pains- 
bad ceased for two hours. With but lit- 
tle hopes of success in this case, I re- 
solved to try my former method. Her 
husband raised her limbs, and the band 
was at once drawn back within the va- 
gina, and shortly afterwards within the 
uterus; then manipulating as before^ I 
succeeded in bringing about a vertix 
presentation. Labor proceeded, and 
during the next hour she was safely de- 
livered. 

I attribute the success of this method^ 
especially in this case, to the want of 
tonic contraction of the uterine walls, as 
the sequel proved, since she had consid* 
erable post-partem hemorrhage, which 
was soon checked by ei^ot and nux.. 
vom., together with firm external pres- 
sure. My object in presenting these two 
casrs is to remind obstetricians that other 
and less dangerous methods than '^turn-' 
ing'^ will sometimes succeed. I do not 
claim that this method will always prove 
so successful ; we should not expect it to 
do so whon the walls of the uterus are 
firmly contracted, a condition of the ute- 
rus that we by no means always find 
when the pains have ceased and labor 
has been at a stand-still for hours. If 
we do not succeed by this method we 
have done no harm, and we can then 
resort to the rfe/7??6r, ^* tumivg," I do 
not suppose that I have discovered any 
thing new in this method, but I am un- 
der the impression that it is not gener- 
ally practiced. 

DIARRHCEAS UF CHILDREN. 



In over one- half of the cases of diar- 
rhoea that have coaie under my care dur«- 
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ing the last few years, pepsine has been 
the only medicine necessary ; has been 
given after each movement, in 3 to 5 gr. 
closes, in milk, or in a mixture of glycer** 
ine. Dilute muriatic acid, cinnamon or 
winter green water, or combined with 
l)i-carb. eodte, 2 grs., if there was much 
acidity of the secretions. If an astrin- 
gent is uece-isary it may be added to the 
pepsine mixture. Generally 6 or 10 
drops of the fl. ext. of blackberry root, 
or of the geranium maculatum, is suffi- 
cient for a dose. These astringents have 
B6emed to me to be preferable to Kino, 
Catechu, etc. 

The medicinal mist, rhei et sodsD has 
been used in about oue-fourth of the ca- 
ees where an astringent aud alkali were 
needed. Generally but a few doses were 
needed when popsine could be used. 

Malarial diarrhoea is relieved by the 
inunction of 3 grs. of quinine twice or 
thrice a day till 12 grs. are used. 

The hypodermic injection of 1-90 gr. 
of strychnia, p. r. n,, in severe prostra- 
tion, not otherwise amenable to treat- 
ment, is valuable. 

One-drop doses of tr. or wine of ipe- 
<;ac, or a fraction of a drop of the fl. ext, 
or of ac. carbolic, given every hour, will 
ordinaril)^ relieve the vomiting occur- 
ring with diarrhoeas. 

Aromatic spirits of ammonia seem to 
be a more reliable stimulant than alco- 
liol. 

Cod-liver oil, dialysed iron and the 
iodide of iron carefully given, after 
meals, beginning treatment with small 
doses, are serviceable in chronic diar- 
rhoea. 

Calomel, opiates, sedatives, or strong 
Astringents were used in a small proper^ 
ton of cases - less than one-eighth, and 
are seldom deemed necessary if the hy- 
gienic treatment can be carried out. 

In closing this paper I may add that 
it was written as an outgrowth of a large 
experience in the treatment of diarrhoeas; 
is a contribution of personal experience 
only, the result of what seems to me to 
be a better and more rational method of 



treatment than I was instructed in, in 
my colletje days. Certainly it has been 
attended in my hands by a larger pro- 
portion of recoveries than by old meth- 
ods. The record of individual cases must 
be postponed to another time. — Dr. 
Walker, in Soc. County of Kings, 



MICROSCOPICAL OBSERVA- 
TIONS IN YELLOW FEVER. 



BY J. B. MARVIN, M. I>., 

Professor vf Cbemisiry and Microscopy, Hospital 
M^'Iical College ; PreHident of MioroscopioftI 
Society, Loi isville. Ky. 

The literature of yellow fever is very- 
voluminous, but our knowlege of the 
pathological anatomy of the disease is 
very meager. I believe by calling to 
our aid chemistry and the microscope 
most valuable additions will be niade to 
our knowled>;e of the disease. While 
resident |)hysician at the Louisville, 
Yellow Fever Hospital I improved my 
opportunity by makin^j frequent and ex- 
tended chemical and microscopical exam- 
inations. I present you to night a brief 
summarv ot mv work as far as I have 
finished. I present you bare facts, illus- 
trating my ri^marks with mounted speci- 
mens. I offer no theories or deductions 
from my work, believing that oui. know- 
ledge of this disease will be best ad- 
vanced by a careful and conscientious 
record of facts instead of vagaries and 
theoretical hypotheses. 

The Breath. — Pure glycerine was 
smeared in the center of a clean new 
glass slide, and held an inch or two from 
the i^ostrils or mouth of the patient. 
After a few minutes' exposure to the 
breath the slide was examined under the 
microscope. Large quantities of very 
active vibrios were revealed ; they were 
of the short, dotted variety. There 
were also found roundish, oval, moving 
bodies, probably bacteria. 

The Blood. — A drop of blood from tbo 
finger was received on a slide covered 
with thin glass, avoiding pressure, and 
examined. The corpuscles were more 
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or less jagged acd crenated. In some 
severe cases there was a large increase in 
the number of white corpuscles. Scat- 
tered among the corpuscles were small 
oval and rod-shaped bodies, yellowish in 
color, and quite active in thtir move- 
ments. They were probably bactria, but 
do not resemble vibrios or any form of 
bacteria that I am familiar with. More 
extended observations in this and other 
fevers must be made before attaching un- 
due importance to the existence of ihese 
bodies in the blcod and breath. The 
question haturally suggests itself wheth- 
er these bodies^are the cause or the result 
of this disease. I incline to the belief 
that they are the result. Every precau- 
tion was taken, in making these exami- 
nations of the breath and blood, to avoid 
contamination. The examinations were 
made with a Folles cne-tenlh inch im- 
mersion objective and a "B" oiular. 

The Vrive. — The points of interest in 
the urine were the constant prest nee of 
granular tube casts, renal epithelium, 
and granular matter, all more or less 
stained yellow with bile; the tube-casts 
in severe cases appearing as soon as the 
second day, more generally on the third 
or fourth day of the attack. In all cases 
there was an admixture cf vesical epi- 
thelium. In some few cases there was a 
great abundance of vesical epithelium 
for a few days before the appearance of 
(ube-cafcts or renal derivaMves. The 
quantity cf tube-casts may be small or 
very large. The .severer the case, the 
greater the quantity of casts. Tube- 
casts are very valuable guides in the 
prognosis of the disease. As convales- 
cence sets in, the casts generally disap- 
pear. In some cases, however, they con- 
tinue in considerable quantity till after 
the patient is up and walking about. 

The Vomit. — After the stomach had 
been emptied of food the vomit was 
glairy mucus and epithelium streaked 
with blcod, bearing a striking resemb- 
lance to the sputum of pneumonia. Bile 
in greater or less quantity was generally 
present. Frequently pure blood was 



vomited in large quantities, the ejection 
of blood frequently alternating and fol- 
lowing black vomit. The coffee- ground 
or black vomit consists of blood more or 
less digested and broken down by the 
ga<*tric juice and bile. There w^ere large 
quantities of vibrios, an oval, not recog- 
nized growth, and frequently very large 
crystals of hsematoidin. 

The Liver. — The principal pathologi- 
cal charges are found in the liver. The 
color may be bright yellow, orange nut- 
meg, or normal. The organ is generally^ 
enlarged, the enlargement being very 
slight in some cases. It is very firmr 
and tough. On section the hepatic cells 
are granular, frequently stained with 
bile, and have undergone almost com** 
plete fatty degeneration. There is gen- 
erally an increase of the connective tis- 
sue and a consequent pressure upon and 
destruction of the cells. In one case^ 
aged twenty -seven, not a drinker, who 
had suffered at intervals for two years 
with malarial fever, there was an enor- 
mous increase of the connective tissue 
visible to the eye, giving to the organ 
the appearance found in cirrhosis. Oa 
section all the appearance of cirrhosis 
were found, with m.,iked fatty degenera- 
tion in parts, and in other places amyv 
loid degeneration. 

The Kidneys. — '1 he kidneys are con- 
gested and in some cases cons'derably 
enlarged. On section there are found 
tubal and inter tubal hemorrhages. The 
tubes are filled with granular matter and 
epithelium; in some parts the lubes are 
empty and completely dtnuded of epithe- 
lium. There is frequently fatty degen- 
eration, slight in degree. In short, the 
kidneys present all the appearance ot 
Bright's disease. 

The iiplecn. — The spleen presents no 
constant or marked deviation from 
health. In some cases, which gave his- 
tory of previous malarial trouble, the 
organ was enlarged and pigmented. Id 
other cases there was no enlargement or 
pigmentation. 

The Stomach. — This organ does not 
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appear coDgested as stated in tezt^books. 
The mucous membrane is pale, and is 
not destroyed. In only one case was 
there any thickening of the membrane 
or enlargement of the rugae. On sec- 
tion, the glands and villi are but slightly 
changed. The villi, especially their 
free extremities, contain blood. I am 
convinced that the changes stated to 
have been found in this organ are really 
post-mortem changes, due to the fact 
that examinations were not made until 
some hours after death. Post-mortem 
changes are very rapid, and the sooner 
an examination is made the better. 

The Intestines. — The intrstincs gener- 
ally present the same appearance as the 
stomach. In some cases there is marked 
congestion, and the villi present appear- 
ance of acute catarrh. 

The Bladder. — In those esses where 
there is suppression of the urine for any 
length of time bt-fore death, the bladder 
is badly congested, the mucous mem- 
brane bei/>g purple in spotp. In other 
cases there is no marked change. The 
gall bladder is full of bile, frequently 
greatly distended and badly congested. 

The Luvgs. — This organ presents no 
constant change. In several cases there 
was recent pleuritic adhesion ; in one 
case there was severe pneumonia. In 
some cases the organ is completely coN 
lapsed. The color is generally dark and 
mottled ; hemorrhagic spots are frequent. 

The Heart. — The heart may be full or 
empty. In some cases there is marked 
fatty degeneration, the walls being pale 
and friable. Most generally the organ 
is nerraal. The pericardium always 
contains more or less reddish fluid, the 
amount varying from one to fix ounces. 

The Brain. — No lesions were found in 
the cerebrum, nor constant change at 
the base of the organ. lu cases which 
bad marked delirium, there was marked 
congestion and softening at the base. I 
have not finibhed my microscopic exami- 
nation of this organ. — Louisville Medical 
News. 



CONGENITAL MALFORMATIOH 



BY L. G. HABDMAN, OF GA. 



As the post mortem examination of 
this case reveals something that is not 
very common, it will be perhaps of somt* 
interest to your readers, and therefore I 
ofier it for publication. I shall not,, 
however, give in full the particulars of 
the case. 

The case was an infant five days old^ 
who had been operated upon for imper- 
forate anus, but without success. 

On the 8th day of July the infant died, 
and the examination revealed the follow- 
ing conditions : No communication be- 
tween the Jejunum and ilium; deficient 
rectum and double uterus. The jejunum 
terminated in a pouch, or cul-de-sac, and 
was joined to the ilium by connectivt 
tisue. The pouch was distended with 
milk which had not been vomited. 

Passing down the bowels, I found 
nothing wrong until I came to the sig- 
moid fluxure, which terminated in a 
pouch a little below the promontory of 
the eacrum, and firmly adhered to it. 

The next thing which attracted atten- 
tion was a peculiar uterus. After exami»» 
ning, found it to be a double uterus, with 
only one fallopian tube to each, and pass- 
ing off frOm the fundus in a straight line; 
or, in other words, the fundus of each 
terminated in a fallopian tube. 

To give a more definite idea of this 
peculiar deformity, I will compare it to 
the hind legs of the frog, separated from 
the body at the lumbar region. Tht 
legs represent the fallopian tubes, and 
the toes the fembriated exti*emities of 
the same, while the sacrum and lumbar 
vertebra represent the body and cervix 
of the uterus as they are attached to 
each other. 

Although malformations of this or- 
gan are not very rare, I do not find any 
thing of this kind on record. 

We find in the old works of obstet- 
rics great many malformations, such as 
double uterus, out quite different from 
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this specimen. It is said that the uterus 
in this malformation resembles that of 
some lower animal. Whether this be 
true or not I am not able to say. This 
case is, however, peculiar in the number 
of malformations in the same body — the 
other organs of the body being normal. 
I have this specimen in my office, and 
if any one feels interested, I will give 
them any information concerning it I 
can. 



NEURALGIA AND OTHER DIS- 
ORDERS CAUSED BY UTER- 
INE DISEASE. 



BY D. N. KiNSMAN, M. D., 

Prof, of Practice of Medicibe in Co'umbua Medi- 
cal College, ColambuB, Ohio. 



Case 1 . — A., married, aged 30, mother 
of three children, eldest tive years, the 
youngest died at 4 J months would at 
the time of taking these notes, have 
been 6 months old. The patient has 
fiuflfered from dysmenorrhea ever since 
menstrual life begun. 

Since the birth of her first child five 
years ago, the suffering at her catmen- 
ial periods has been much less, but she 
has had irre&^ular attacks of pain and 
sickness occur! ng as the result of fatigue, 
emotion, exposure to cold, indigestion, 
etc. 

She is pale, emaciated, nervous, and 
lives in constant apprehension of her 
^'spelU.^' Concerning these spells, they 
are introduced by pain and dragging in 
the pelvis and become constantly inten- 
sified. The pain then radiates to the 
bladder, causing dysuria, to the abdomen 
and stomach when there is cramping 
pain, into the hips and down the anter- 
ior cervical nerves. These pains con- 
tinue increasing in severity for several 
hours; with the cramps in the stomach 
there is intense pain in the inter-scapular 
region of the spine. These attacks are 
sometimes sudden, rousing her from 
fileep. During these paroxysms the 
£tomach can be felt to contract and be- 



come hard as the result of the contract- 
ing of its coats. 

This is accompanied with abundant 
eructations of an oderless gas succeeded 
by nausea and vomiting. The matters 
vomited, are first, the contents of the 
stomach, followed by mucus stained with 
bile, afterwards the drinks which are 
given will be rejected, with pat<5hes of 
grass green color, looking like pounded 
grass. When once this condition is es- 
tablished it seems to have little tenden- 
cy to subside, and continue; for weeks 
at a time. There is fever of low grade, 
gastric tenderness, dry tongue, and 
feeble pulse. The spinal column is ten- 
der along its whole extent. The head 
painful at the vertex and occiput — 
during the greatest pe verity of the at- 
tacks there is delirium, photophobia and 
intolerance of sound. This patient 
" has suffered many things of doctors, 
getting no better but rather worse." 
Was advised by the most eminent of 
those living in her region. She had 
bee . treated for gastritis, by means of 
blisters to the epigastrium, hydro cyanic 
acid, morphia, bismuth, id omne genus; 
for spinal irritations for which the spine 
has been kept blistered, or raw with 
iodine, or pustulated with croton oil for 
weeks at a time; for trouble with the 
liver by murcurials to the extent of sal- 
ivation; for dyspepsia, by bark, mineral 
acids, bismuth, pepsin, strychnia, all 
without avail. These "spells" were 
treated by means of opiates, of which 
drachm doses of laudanum repeated 
hourly were necessary, to this was added 
chloroform by inhalation, and I have 
given an ounce of the former and a 
pound of the latter in eight hours. 

I never have witnessed more dreadful 
suffering than this poor wo-nan suffered. 
Originally vivatious, cheerful and hope- 
ful, she became despondent and full of 
apprehension for the future. 

This case now detailed occurred twelve 
years ago, when special works on gyne- 
cology in English were not common as 
they are now. Scanzoni, Churchill and 
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Meigs were the only authorities at my 
•command. At that time Thomas' first 
edition was published and gave light. 

Upon examination the uterus was 
found excessively tender to the touch, 
or patulous^ a string of mucus clear and 
glairy depending from it, tenderness in 
ovaries. The introduction of the probe 
caused intense pain both in the cervix 
and at the fundus; this enabled me to 
diagnose cervical and corporeal endome- 
tritis but caused a new attack for the 
patient which did not subside for more 
than a week. 

Treatment adopted consisted of irriga- 
tions of hot water applied to uterus 
through the vagina, scarifications of the 
cervex uteri ; and the swabbing of the 
uterine cavity with carbolic acid, full 
strength of the melted crystal-* — alter- 
nated with the use of iodine used in the 
same manner. Under this treatment 
patient recovered, and 18 months ao^o 
gave birth to a fourth child, since which 
there has been no return of former 
trouble. She can walk miles, has in- 
•oreased in fiesh and is in as good health 
as ordinary women. 

Case 2. — Mrs. B., age 25, married 
for two years. Has been a sufferer from 
neuralgia for many years confined to the 
branches of trigeminus. Since puberty 
has suffered occasionally from dysme- 
norrhea of severe character, at other 
times there has been comparatively little 
suffering. Quanity of menstrual fluid 
judged to be normal, the pain occurs at 
the beginiug of the epoch and subsides 
on second day. During the last year 
her suffering has taken an entirely dif- 
ferent turn; no longer in the face, it has 
become locate in the kft hip and along 
the left sciatic nerve. There is an is- 
crease of suffering at each menstrual 
epoch, and there is sliojht leucorrhea in 
the intervals. There is a slight tender- 
ness of the spinal column in the sacral 
and lower dorsal region, no points of 
tenderness in the course of the sciatic 
nerve. Under these circumstances as 
she had been long treated by means of 



tonics, I deemed it proper to investigate 
the condition of the uterus. 

Upon conjoined manipulation the 
body of uterus was found tender, and 
there is anteflexion ; the introduction of 
the sound, which was accomplished with 
no little difficulty, enabled me by gentle 
blows upon the upper portion of the 
uterine cavity to evoke the sciatic twinges 
in the hip as well as cause very decided 
evidences of trouble with the endo- 
metrium. The OS uteri was exceedingly 
small and tortuous. 

Treatment: dilution, by means of 
laminaria tents, with application of car- 
bolic acid applied to the uterine cavity 
by means of a cotton swab. 

Treatment was continued two months 
at intervals of a week, when she became 
pregnant, and further treatment was 
abandoned. She improved constantly 
from the first application. Since her 
pregnancy there has been no further 
trouble. 

Case 3. — Miss — , teacher, age 22. 
Has suffered from dysmenorrhea ever 
since puberty. Quantity scanty, pain 
duringthe whole of the menstrual period, 
intense pain over the region of the ova- 
ries. During the inter-menstrual period, 
suffers continously with pain in the cer- 
vix and occipital region of head, bowels 
constipated, appetite capricious. Uter- 
ine examination reveals tenderness of 
the whole womb. The probe with diffi- 
culty enters the os internum. There is 
but little leucorrhea. The treatment 
was introduced by using a laminaria tent. 
At the expiration of eight hours I was 
called in great haste to see her, because 
she was suffering great pain. I found 
her vomiting, pulse hard and frequent, 
tender over lower portion of ths abdomen. 

Attributing the disturbance to the 
tent I attempted to withdraw it, by the 
string attached, but found I was unable 
to do it, and that the uterus descended 
when I made traction. I then seized it 
with a strong pair of dressing forceps, 
supporting the lips of the cervix with 
my fingers, by making strong traction I 
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succeeded in withdrawing the tent. On 
examining the tent I found the portion 
in the cavity of the womb and that in 
the cavity of the cervix had both dilated 
to there full capacity, J of an inch, 
while the portion surrounded by the os 
interum had been unable to overcome 
its tension and had remained constricted 
to a trifle over one twelveth of an inch, 
and the shoulder above this portion must 
have ruptured the constricting fibres in 
withdrawing it. There was a small es- 
cape of blood. The case was alarming, 
moiphia was administered hypodermi- 
cally, hot poultices were ordered to the 
abdomen ; this treatment was continued 
with addition of aconite the second day. 
In ten days the disturbance subsided, 
the patient returned to her home, no 
further treatment being deemed advisa* 
ble. I Paw the patient three months af- 
ter when she reported herself much bet- 
ter in every respect than she had ever 
been before, and expre-sed great grati- 
tude to me for curing her. 

It is needlef'S for me to say that her 
thanks seemed almoj-t mockery to me 
when I remembered how near she came 
to losing her life froTi the treatment^ 
and how grateful I was that I was span d 
the mortification of adding her name to 
the list of those who have died from, the 
use of the tent. The cure has remained 
permanent now three years. Why ? 

Ca^b 4.— May 6ih, 1877. 1 was 
called to see Mrs. M., mother of three 
children. Health has been as good as 
the average until three months ago. In 
December 1876 she aborted, at what 
month not learned, from this she re- 
covered fairly, since that time she has 
never menstruated. In February at a 
date now unknown she began to suffer 
pain in the stomach whenever she took 
food even the blandest. The pain be- 
gan very soon after eating, and continued 
for some time when she would vomit 
and for a time have relief. The matters 
vomited would at times be merely tinge 
with blood; at others, at the close of the 
act of vomiting there would be an ounce 



or more of fresh looking blood thrown 
up. She is not strikingly emaciated^ 
on the other hand has a rather good 
color which shows she is fairly nourished 
notwithstanding the vomiting and 
hasmatemesis. There is no pain on pres- 
sure, there is no tumor to be felt, there- 
is no positive evidence of stomachal dis- 
ease to be derived from palpation. The* 
bowels never discharge tarry and black 
stools, which thows little more blood es- 
capes than is vomited. Keeping in 
mind a maxim long ago adopted by my- 
self, never to neglect to examine the 
uterus in an obscure cafe in a woman, I 
next proceeded to do this. When I 
found this organ enlarged and showing 
every evidence of pregnancy. I then 
announced she was three months preg- 
nant, and that another month would re- 
lieve her of her trouble ^hen the uterus- 
rose from the pelvic cavity. Time veri- 
fied my prognosis for she was relieved 
of her vomiting in June and in October 
of her baby. 

In the first case detailed, we have 
every symptom of gas» ritis of a severe 
type, and yet their frequent repetition 
ought to have excluded this disease, for 
on the subsidence of these after repeated 
acute attacks no symptoms of the chronic 
form of the disease remained which 
must inevitably have been the case had 
there been structural lesion of the mem- 
brane of the stomach. Indigestion 
which seemed to be the exciting cause 
of the distress in ^he stomach and vomit- 
ing, was a secondary phenomenon, and 
bore the same relation to the uterine 
dsturbances that vomiting does to mi- 
graine, being secondary, a consequence 
of the central distuibanee and not the 
cause, a fact first pointed out I think by 
Dr. Samuel Wilkes. 

This relation would have been fairly 
inferred from the pcssistent nausea and 
vomiting lasting days and weeks with- 
out rise of teraperture, and in spite^ of 
all treatment aadrsssed to the condition 
of the stomach. 

And yet the flatulence,, vomiting sue- 
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cecding the eating of food^ the pain in 
the stomach and in the interscapular re- 
gion of the spine^ followed by epigastric 
tenderness, dry tongue, and feeble pulse 
and delirium, were sufficient for a long 
time to cloud the diagnosis in the minds 
of those who ^ere not awake to the 
range of influence a diseased uterus 
might exert. 

In the second case the mother of the 
patient had suffered years from chronic 
rfauematism, and undoubtedly the trouble 
in the trigeminus was of rheumatic 
character. 

The patient was married, her new re- 
lation in some way had decided the lo- 
calization of the trouble in the hip — or 
rather in the left sciatic nerve. 

That the sciatica had a very intimate 
relation with the condition of the en- 
dometrium was shown in this case by 
the setting up of the neuralgia by the 
contact of the probe in the examination. 
In the case first detailed the relation of 
the uterus to the stomachal trouble was 
distinctly shown in the attack which fol- 
lowed immediately upon the examina- 
tion of the cavity of the uterus with the 
probe. Aud th s immediate relation of 
the uterus when it can be made out by 
an examination, is one of the strongest 
possible points in making a diagnoi'is. 

Case four, places in the very strongest 
light the necessity of a complete and 
thorough examination of the generative 
organs in a female, whose case is in- 
volved in any obscurity. This patient 
had been seen by six physicians besides 
myself, all of whom with one exception 
had come to the conclusion there w&s 
gastric ulcer. 

This physician suspected there might 
be pregnancy but made no examination, 
and he treated the case as one of gastric 
ulcer. The recent abortion, the non-re- 
turn of menstruation subsequently seem- 
ed to exclude the possibility of pregnan* 
cy, and all symptoms seemed to indicate 
gastric ulcer. When this case was de- 
scribed to the Columbus Pathological 



Society, suppressing the fact developed 
by vaginal examination, it was thought 
to be gastric ulcer. 

Case third exemplifies the most com- 
mon manifestation of pain as the reflex 
of uterine disease. This is almost al- 
ways present and showed direct attention 
to the uterus. The unea<«iDess in the 
cervix may be simply a burning or an 
intense bursting pain, and it is increased 
by anything which increases the uterine 
disturbance. 

This case also illustrates how sudden- 
ly threatening symptoms may arise from 
the use .of tents, and the caution with 
which they should be used. 

In my treatment of uterine diseases I 
have useil for the last ten years carbolio 
acid crystals, liquified by heat, as a lo- 
cal application, both to the cervix and 
fundus. It is a local anaesthetic and ia 
an antidote thus to its own action, in a 
short time after its application all pain 
ceases. It is as powerful as argenti ni- 
tratis, is less painful, and there is no 
tendency to contraction of the parts^ 
such as is constantly seen upon the use 
of the nitrate. This process of contrac- 
tion hides the disease d/part— and I have 
known many cases discharged cured,, 
who in a few weeks returned as bad : s 
ever. Latlerly I have ufed fuming ni- 
tric acid, as recommended by Athill and 
others, by a method made known to me 
by my friend Dr. N. R. Coleman, of 
Columbus, which I find pe)ssesses many 
advantages over any method I have 
hitherto used. 

A piece of white wax smoothed down 
to the requisite size to enter the cervical 
cavity and given the proper curve, is 
dipped into tiie acid ; a sufficient quan- 
tity adheres, for the purpose to which it 
is to be applied. The wax bougie ia 
grasped with a pair of dressing forceps 
and passed into the cervix; applied in 
this manner there is no exesess of acid to 
run over adjacent parts, while there is 
enough to act as a caustic or alterant as 
you please to term it. — Obstdrie GaziiUm 
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THE TREATMENT OF ULCERS 
WITH A SATURATED SOLU- 
TION OF CHLORATE OF PO- 
TASSIUM. 



BY T. M. EOCHESTER, M. D. 



I wish to call attention to the treat- 
meut of ulcers, uloerations, and 8uppu> 
rating wounds and sores in general, by 
the use of a saturated solution of chlo- 
rate of potassium. I have said suppu- 
rating sores in general, and eo it will be 
found beneficial in all of these; but it is 
especially useful in that particular class 
of old, unhealthy, indolent ulcers which 
are one of the opprobia of our art. Let 
rae describe briefly my plan of treatment 
in one of these cases. 

Suppose, for example, a patient comes 
with an old, indolent ulcer on the leg, 
which is the most frequent situation. 
The sore is foul, unhealthy in appear- 
ance, and ill-smelling. The limb is usu- 
ally much swollen, granulation is at a 
stand-still, the ulcer may even be pha- 
gedenic, and the discharge is thin, sani- 
OU3 and offensive. As a rule, the patient 
has the sore covered with some salve or 
ointment, and the limb is either ban- 
daged tightly oc strapped with adhesive 
plaster. 

In a case of this kind I immediately 
remove all bandages and constrictions, 
and direct that they shall not bs again 
applied. The ulcer is then carefully and 
g^'ntly washed with warm water, after 
which it is ordered to be gently douched 
five or six times a day with a saturated 
solution of chlorate of potassium ; my 
usual prescription is: Take of pot. chlo- 
ratis, 2 drachms; aquse pur»!, one pint. 
The best method of doing this is to fill 
a sponge with the solution, and then 
slowly press it out, holding it within an 
inch or two of the sore. After the ulcer 
has been quite freely douched, a thin 
layer of the unguentum zinci oxidi should 
be spread around the edges. It is then 
to be completely covered with a piece of 
oiled lint, kept in place by a bandage 



applied as loosely as possible. The 
douching should be repeated, at first, 
five or six times daily; the zinc ointment 
need not be used more than twice in the 
twenty-four hours. At the end of two 
or three days the ulcer will begin to as- 
sume a healthy appearance, and com- 
mence to granulate nicely. When this 
improvement is noticed, the number of 
douchings should be decreased — other- 
wise the granulations will become pale 
and flabby. As the soi*e fills up and 
begins to heal over around the edges^ 
the zinc ointment should be increased, so 
as to cover the new skin. This serves 
to protect and strengthen it. So, too, it 
is well to continue its use for a few days 
after the ulcer has completely skinned 
over. 

Such, in brief, is my mode of dealing 
with these cases; and It is with the keen- 
est satisfaction that I have watched caoe 
after case of unhealthy, indolent, varicose 
or specific ulcerations, which have defied 
one treatment after another, and worn 
out the patience of physician and patient 
alike, take on a healthy appearance after 
two or three days of this treatment, and 
thence proceed rapidly 1o a complete re- 
covery. During the past fifteen months 
I have seen and treated by this plan be- 
tween ninety and one hundred cases, and 
in no single instance have failed to see 
immediate and continued improvement, 
and, when they could be kept track of, 
complete healing in from one to six 
weeks. 

This numl)er of ca^^es embraces not 
only the ordinary indolent ulcers, but 
also syphilitic, varicose, and one case 
which 1 believe was carcinomatous in its 
character. 

Several of my cases had had scraping 
and skin-grafting tried in vain. Where 
they were syphilitic, constitutional treat- 
ment hid been and was used alone with- 
out effect; but rapid healing immediately 
took place when the douching with the 
saturated solution of chlorate of potassi- 
um was combined with it. 

There is another point that is worth 
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mentioDiDg^ and that is, that this douch- 
ing is entirely painless after a few appli- 
cations. It may smart a little the nrst 
or second time, but even then it is so 
slight as not to be taken into considera- 
tion. Now, to mention a few cases, as it 
would only be tedious to give them all. 
The following are fair samples of the 
whole, as they are taken entirely at rani* 
dom and not selected at all, with the 
exception of the first, which is a very 
marked example of the efficacy of this 
treatment. 

Case.— C. K., male, aged 29, was 
sent to the hospital to have the leg am- 
putated at the middle third of the thigh, 
as a last resort. Had an ulcer three 
inches by one and a half on the external, 
lateral aspect of the leg. The limb was 
swollen to twice the natural size, and 
gangrenous in appearance as far as the 
lower third of the thigh. The discharge 
from the nicer was thin, sanious and 
very fetid. There was no history of 
syphilis, either congenital or acquired. 
Had been getting gradually worse for 
over a year, although he had tried almost 
every thing, and seen a number of phy- 
sicians in regard to it. He walked with 
great pain and difficulty. The solution 
of chlorate of potassium was used, and 
by the third day a decided improvement 
was noticed. The swelling of the leg 
had decreabed, and the ulcer began to 
granulate nicely. At this time he had 
an attack of delirium tremens which 
lasted four or five days; but notwith- 
standing this shock to the nervous sys- 
tem, the leg continued to improve visibly 
from day to day. At the end of four 
weeks the limb was of the normal size 
and appearance, the ulcer healthy, and 
about as large as a three cent piece. The 
patient could walk without any incon- 
venience, and insisted on leaving the 
hospital, to fill the position of organist 
in a Catholic church, although strongly 
advised not to. He returned after a 
week or two with the leg slightly swol- 
len, and the ulcer about the size of a sil- 
ver quarter. The treatment was resum- 



ed, and he was discharged cured in ten* 
-days. 

Case. — A. G., female, aged 30. 
Syphilitic. Large deep ulcer on the pos- 
terior aspect of leg. Discharge exces- 
sively foul and unhealthy. Had tried 
specific treatment aloi e in vain. Leg 
healed nicely in about five weeks, under 
the combined use of constitutional and 
the chlorate of potassium treatment. 

Case. — M. W ., female, aged 65, syph- 
ilitic. An extremely large and deep 
ulcer, covering nearly the whole of the 
posterior and external lateral aspects of 
the leg. Discharge excessively fetid. 
Rapid and continued improvement for 
several weeks, finder the combined con- 
stitutional and chlorate of potapsium 
treatment. Lost sight of before com- 
plete healinis^ took place. 

Case. — J. H., male, aged 66. Sev- 
eral small but troublesome ulcers along 
the crest of the tibia. Had been trou- 
bled for months. Probably due to a 
previous injury of the knee-joint. Heal- 
ed completely in ten days by this treat- 
ment. 

Case. — P. M., male, aged 38. Vari- 
cose ulcer of leg. Had been troubled 
for over a year. Healed completely in 
one week. 

Case. — O. H., male, aged 46. Small 
indolent ulcer of the leg of many months' 
standing. Healed in one week. 

Case.— C. K., female, aged 40. Large 
indolent ulcer of the leg of over a yeai*^s 
standing. Rapid and continued improve- 
ment for two weeks. Was then lost 
sight of. 

Case. — P. N., male, aged 38. Trou- .^ 
bled with a large varicose ulcer for sev- 
eral years. Healed completely in three 
weeks. 

Case. — S. T., female, aged 10. Sim^ 
pie but unhealthy- looking ulcer of sev- 
eral weeks' duration. Healjcd in one 
week. 

Case. — M. C, female, aged 40. Va- 
ricose ulcer of several years' standing. 
Healed in four weeks. 

Case.— F. F., male, aged 19. Two 
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large, ragged, deep and unhealthy look- 
ing sores on the right leg, and a similar 
one on the left. Didcharge excessively 
fetid. Looked as though gangrene had 
set in. Healed completely in three 
^veeKB* 

Case. — M. M., female, aged 40. 
Large indolent ulcer of the leg of several 
years' standing. Healed in five weeks. 

Case. — L. C, male, aged 41. Trou- 
bled for years with an indolent ulcer of 
the leg. Had tried almost everything — 
amongRt other means, skin-grafting — 
but without benefit. Healed in two 
weeks. 

And so I might go on, and enumerate 
<$ase after case; but I think the above are 
sufficient to prove the efficacy of this 
plan of treatment. I wish, however, to 
quote one case, as showing the advantage 
in the use of the saturated solution of 
chlorate of potassium in recent injuries 
•when the suppuration is profuse. 

Case. — H. B., male, aged 28, of fine 
muscular development. Received a pen'- 
•etrating lacerated wound of the arm, 
which severed the brachial artery. The 
hemorrhage was controlled by aeupres 
sure both above and below the wound. 
On the removal of the needles a large 
slough came away, and the suppuration 
was excessive and very exhausting. The 
solution of chlorate of potassium was 
•used, the excessive flow of pus was 
-checked, the fetor arising from it allayed, 
:and the patient rapidly convalesced. 

One word as regards the mode of op- 
•eration of chlorate of potash thus used. 
I do not know that I am right, but my 
theory is as follows : 

1st. Its astringent prop3rties cause it 
to repress exuberant granulations, or to 
-stimulate their growth when they are 
absent or ill-formed. 

2d« As an antiphlogistic it moderates 
the inflammatory action. 

3d. And this I regard as the most 
important : as an antiseptic it destroys 
4ind prevents the growth of bacteria. 

This threefold action, I believe, meets 
all the indie itions for the local treatment 



of this troublesome class of a^ectione. 
In conclusion, let me say that this use of 
chlorate of potassium is not my own dis- 
covery, but was suggested to me while 
inteme at the Monroe County Hospital, 
by the attending physician, Dr. Azel 
Backus, of Rochester, who has used this 
treatment successfully in his practice for 
years. — Society Oowniy of Kings. 

COMPOUND COMMINUTED 
FRACTURE INTO THE ANKLE 

' JOINT ; IRRIGA.TION WITH 
ALCOHOLIC SOLUTION OF 
COAL TAR; RAPID RECOV- 
ERY. 



Samuel M , aged twenty-four, of 

unsteady habits, whilst riding, in a state 
of intoxication, on the shaft of a trolley 
loaded with two hundred weight of pi- 
ping, was thrown upon the gtound in 
Cimsequence of the wheel rjUing off the 
kerb-stone. The left wheel pa<)sed over 
his right foot from heel to ankle. On 
admission, (March 30, 1878), there was 
a longitudinal wound two inches in 
length in front of the ankle; opening 
into the joint, from which blood was 
oozing pretty freely. The ligaments in 
front of the joint were torn across, so 
that the articular surfaces, bare and com- 
minuted, could be felt through the ' 
wound. The fibula was fractured a lit- 
tls above the malleolus, and the tibia was 
obliquely fractured, the articular surfaces 
being to a great extent separated and 
comminuted, although the inner malleo- 
lus remained continuous with the shaft 
and its ligamentous attachments to the 
bones of the foot were intact. There 
was no displacement of the foot. Irri- 
gation was employed in the following 
manner : 

The limb having been laid on its out- 
er side, flexed at the knee and kept in 
position by sand bags, a gutter- percha 
dish, with a spout for the purpose of 
carrying off the liquid, was placed be- 
neath the foot, and a tin containing the 
fluid for irrigation was hung above the 
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limb. The fluid employed was an alco- 
holic solution of coal-tar, one part of the 
solution to sixty of water. The ^*drip" 
action was secured by several worsted 
threads tied to a piece of metal at the 
bottom of the tin, and brought over the 
^ge so as to hang directly over the 
wound. A piece of linen, wet with the 
lotion, was laid upon the wound, with 
its ends cut so as to carry off the lotion 
into the dish beneath the foot. 

On the second day after the injury a 
dusky redness of the skin, with oedema, 
extended up to the knee, and the foot 
was very much swollen and inflamed ; 
but the edges of the wound looked quiet, 
and its surface was covered with coagu- 
lable lymp and unaltered blood. The 
morning temperature was 99 degrees, 
the evening 100*2 degrees, and the pa- 
tient said he was comfortable. 

The inflammatory oedema of the leg 
completely subsided in four days, and 
that of the foot in a week. The temper- 
ature on the fifth day was 100*8 deg., 
on the sixth 99*4 deg., and after that it 



varied from 99 deg, to 88*4 deg. The 
pulse never rose above 68. In fact, 
there was no constitutional disturb* 
ance. 

The coagulable lymph which filled up 
the gaping wound and averted its edges 
remained hard and glazed until the 
seventh day, when granulations began to 
sprout from its surface, and were soon 
covered with laudable pus. 

On the seventh day a slough below 
the external malleolus was incised, and 
on the twenty-first day a large slough of 
the injured skin separated below the in- 
ternal malleolus. On 19th of April 
(three weeks after the accident) the drip 
was discontinued, and the wounds, now 
quite superficial and covered with 
healthy granulations, were dreaded with 
resin ointment. On the 4th of May he 
became an out-patient, and had then 
some power of flexing and extending 
the ankle, which promised a full and 
free action of the joiut in no long time. 
London Lancet. 



ABSTRACTS AND GLEANIN&S. 



DERMALGIA, ETC., FROM QUIN- 
INE. 



BY HENKY M. FIELD, M.D. 

PtofuMT of Therapeutics at Dartmouth. 



I have had within the year a case 
-which well illustrates certain observa- 
tions of Dr. Lente in the last number of 
the Mediccd Record. A young married 
lady, recently from Indiana, summoned 
me for a severe attack of "chills and fe- 
ver.^' She told me almost at first she 
could not take quinine ; that her father 
— giving the name of an Indiana|>olis 
physician, whom I knew by reputation 
— had despaired of using it in her case. 
She said, further, that it poisoned her ; 
'''it is as if every drop of blood and 



every tingling nerve w6re in my skin." 
There was ^reat heat, oedema, in some 
places, especially in face and hands, great 
increase of curtaneous sensitiveness ; all 
followed in a few days by desquamation 
of the cuticle. With these accidents 
were associated more or less of gastric 
disturbance, and, upon one occasion, vio- 
lent and^ repeated vomiting, headache, 
and delirium. 

Altogether, the suflering was so great, 
sjie said she preferred the "chills and 
fever." That her father had no re- 
sources for her except the imperfect and 
slowly acting arsenic and strychnia. 

As my patient was intelligent, I re- 
lated to her the course I had pursued in 
several similar previous cases, and pro- 
posed it for h2roelf. It co:isisted in 
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giving quinine in greatly lessened dosep. 
She accepted my proposition, bat evi- 
dently with fear and reluctance. Four 
to five grains sulphate quinine for the 
twenty-four hours acted with full thera- 
peutic power, but still produced a light 
attack of the skin disease— enough to 
suggest alarming results should the 
usual one to three gramme doses be pre- 
scribed. She made a satisfactory re- 
covery. 

The course suggested is, I am satisfied, 
so far as one can be from a limited ex- 
perience, the right course to pursue in 
these cases of idiosyncrasy. 

The exceptional — even the abnormal 
— ^action of a remedy maybe of valuable 
assistance to us in interpreting the laws 
and the phenomena of its usual physio- 
logical action. For that reason, such 
cases as that detailed may have an espec- 
ial interest for us. We are not to sup*« 
pose that the quinine, in this its extra- 
ordinary influence, is excreted from the 
skin, as some writers have taught. 
There is no sufficient evidence of this. 

On the other hand, I believe— as I 
have tried to show in my monograph on 
certain salts of quinine about to be pub- 
lished by the Vermont Medical Society 
— that the main action of the great rem- 
edy is exerted upon the sympathetic, 
and not upon the cerebro- spinal system 
of nerves. I think no one can atten- 
tively study Briquet's treaties without 
coming to the conclusion that such was 
his opinion, though it be not anywhere 
expressed in words. 1 cannot do more 
here than express this fact of my belief 
— although it involves many important 
considerations — that the dermalgia, urti- 
caria, oedema, etc., which sometimes re- 
sult from what should not only act as a 
medicinal dose, serve to illustrate and 
enforce it. 

Then, again, quinine makes a signal 
impression upon the vaso-motor system, 
as well of the cutaneous surface as of the 
nerve-centres— an impression which in- 
volves facts of great importance both in 
physiology and therapeutics. It has its 



own appropriate influence upon the 
heart, the arteries, and the eapillaries 
and arterioles. With this in view, it i» 
not strange that a departure from its 
normal working should bring discomfort 
or disaster to the skin. 

Then, finally, quinine has a special 
action upon the skin as truly as arsenic 
hap, but not of such significance of 
course, and thus far insufficiently studied. 
I am satisfied certain remedial resources 
await investigation in this direction. 
The praise which Mr. Erastus Wilson 
accords to quinia for its power to cure 
that neurosis of the skiu known as prv^ 
rieus, and Mr. Spender's success with it 
in pruritus ani will serve to illustrate 
this statement. — N. Y, Med. Record, 



COMPARISON OF OPIUM, BEL. 
LADONNA AND ACONITE. 



Mr. Jules Simon establishes the fol- 
lowing comparison between opium, bel- 
ladonna and aconite : 

1. In regard to their action on the 
alimentary canal, opium causes thirsty 
dryness without acrimony, want of appe- 
tite, nausea, vomiting, constipation ;. 
belladonna, thirst, dryness with acrimo- 
ny, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhoea ; 
aconite, dryness, sensations of pricking, 
and burning of the tongue, salivation iu 
full dosef>, vomiting, and diarrhoea. 

2. In regard to their action on the cir- 
culation, opium acts as a stimulant, 
causes diminuition of pressure, though 
it is sometimes without action, and in 
large doses causes acceleration of the 
pulse and collapse. Belladonna acts as 
a sedative, lowers the strength, retards 
the frequency of the pulse, and produces 
a febrile state of the system. Aconite 
acts as a sedative, diruinisbes the arterial 
tension, renders the lace pallid, retards 
the frequency of the pulse, and stops the 
heart in diastole. 

3. In regard to the respiration, opium 
allays dyspnoea, when present, by di- 
minishing the bronchial secretions; in 
large doses in causes collapse. Bella- 
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donna calms down excited respiration^ 
diminishes secretion^ and in laree doses 
renders respiration spasmodic and irreg- 
ular. Aconite retards respiration by its 
direct action on the nerves. 

4. In regard to their action in febrile 
states^ opium augments the cutaneous so- 
cretionSi and pn>duces general malaise^ 
erythema, and eruptions. Belladonna 
produces neither sweating nor general 
discomfort, raises the temperature, and 
sometimes causes scarlatina-like erupt- 
ions. Aconite lowers the temperature. 

6. In regard to their actions on the 
secretions, opium diminishes the quanti- 
ty of urine, and, in fact, diminishes the 
secretions generally. Belladonna causes 
augmentation of the renal secretion, 
with diminution of the bronchial secre- 
tion. Aconite causes increase of the uri- 
nary secretion, but diminishes the bron- 
chial secretion. 

6. In regard to their action on the 
nervous system, opium acts chiefly on 
the cerebro^spinal system, belladonna on 
the cerebro-spinal system, and aconite on 
the spinal cord. Opium causes somno- 
lence, sleep, intoxication, vertigo, mus- 
cular debility, diminution of common 
sensibility, contraction of the pupil, 
diminution of the activity and vigor of 
reflex actions. Belladonna causes sleep- 
lessness, gay or furious delirium, hallu- 
cinations, muscular agitation, diminution 
of the sensibility of the face, diluted pu- 
pils, and remarkable diminution of the 
reflex acts. Aconite leaves the intellect- 
ual faculties intact, but causes muscular 
torpor, anaesthesis, hullucination of the 
senses, diminution of reflex actions, and 
produces slight dilatation of the pupil. 
1/mdon Lafuxi. 



the dry powder an etheral solution, one 
part of iodoform in six or eight of ether. 
The sore is touched or dabbed with a pen- 
cil dipped in the ethereal solution, a^ 
cording to its size and depth, lightly or 
copiously^ The ether quickly evapo- 
rates, leaving a thin pellicle of iodoform, 
that as eflectually stays the spread, and 
produces healing of chancres, as does the 
more copiously applied dry powder. 
Thus the surface is covered more exactly, 
and the disagreeable smell of the iodo- 
form is too faint to attract attention. 
The sore is well washed with water and 
dried before the iodoform is applied, and 
the surface is lastly protected by a bit of 
dry lint. When the secretion is abun- 
dant, the dressing must be renewed 
twice daily, but in three or four days the 
amount of discharge becomes so scant 
that one dressing per diem suffices. In 
this way Mr. Hill finds venereal sores 
heal quickly. Pain subsides at once ; 
the sore is well in a week or ten days, 
and the chances of consecutive inocula- 
tion or bubo greatly lessened. (The 
Doctor.) — Pradiiioner, 



IODOFORM FOR SYPHLITIC 

SORES. 



Mr. Berkely Hill has used iodoform 
as a dry powder, brushed lightly over 
the surface with a moistened cameUhair 
pencil, for three years. During the last 

few months he has ofcen substituted for [ of a relapse. — Vannee Med,] April. 
2 



Treatment op Tinea Favosa. — 
Dr. Viger reports two cases of tinea 
favosa that were cured by external ap- 
plications of the oil de cade. In both 
cases almost the entire head was covered 
with thick coats of favus. The local 
treatment was as follows: The head 
was washed morning and evening with 
soap and water, afler which it was oint- 
ed with oil of cade, and then covered 
with a cap of oiled silk in a such a man- 
ner as to prevent the admission of air. — 
Internally, cod-liver oil and a nourishing 
diet were prescibed. Under this treat- 
ment the crusts rapidly disappeared, and 
both the patients were discharged cured, 
after two months treatment. One of 
these cases was treated eighteen months 
ago, and the other six monbhs affo, and 
the other six months ago, and neither of 
them have as yet shown any symptoma 
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ON THE USE OF CALCIUM 
CHLORIDE IN THE TREAT- 
MENT OF PHTHISIS, TABES 
MESENTERICA, CHRONIC 
DIARRHCEA, ETC. 



Dr. Mellersh says : Attention has been 
called to the use of calcium chloride in 
certain forms of disease, but especially 
to its use in tabes mesent erica. The 
remedy was formerly much used, but 
had fallen into disuse. As it is now 
again on trial in thin country and in 
Europe, perhaps the notes of a few cases 
in which it has been used may not be 
uninteresting, especially as these cases 
seem to warrant an extended trial of its 
virtues. 

•E. M., a girl of thirteen years, a 
strumous subject, has been suffering for 
two years with chronic diarrhoea and 
tumid abdomen ; both lungs are tuber- 
culous, the apices being largely involved; 
she was reduced to almost the last degree 
of emaciation. Has been under the 
usual treatment of cod-liver oil, tincture 
of bark, syrup of the iodide of iron, 
with milk diet, etc. She was not able 
to leave the bed. 

After taking the calcium chloride the 
diarrhoea stopped, and there was a de- 
cided improvement, so much so that in 
the course of two weeks she was able to 
walk to the dispensary, a distance of six 
blocks. 

In a number of phthisis pulmonalis 
oases, both in and out of the hospital, 
the remedy has appeared to act bene- 
ficially, and in several cases the patients 
have asked for the remedv after it had 
been discontinued. 

In a case of typhoid fever, under Dr. 
J. S. Cohen's charge, after other rem* - 
dies had failed the calcium chloride re- 
lieved the diarrhoea at once. 

In some of the chronic and acute 
diarrhoeas of children it has appeared to 
me to be very salutary in its effects, and 
I shall be glad to hear the results of 
more extended trials in this direction. 

The cheapness and innoxious charac- 



ter of the drug also tecommend it| es- 
pecially in dispensary practice; the solu- 
tion is the best given in thirty-drop 
doses, in milk, for an adult. For child- 
ren it may substitute the stereotyped 
aqua calcis and milk, or it may be given 
in emulsion with cod-liver oiL-^JUediocU 
and Snrgical Reporter. 

TUBERCULAR ULCER OF THE 

TONGUE. 



M. Nedopil, in the Archiv, for Kliais" 
che Chirwrgie, remarks that the diagnosis 
of secondary tubucular ulcer of the ton- 
gue is generally not difficult in the pres- 
ence of other indications of tuberculosis. 
On the other hand, primary tubercular 
ulcer can oflien be scarcely distinguished 
from cancer unless a microscopic exami- 
nation be made ; while the failure of 
anti-syphilitic treatment, distinguises it 
from syphilitic ulcer, which often has a 
similar appearance. The tubercular ul- 
cer of the tongue runs a course resem- 
bling that of cancer. A small hard 
nodule on the edge or upper surface of 
the tongue, which is oflen overlooked, 
at last falls off, and leaves a dirty ulcer, 
with an indurated base, which generally 
spreads more slowly than a cancerous u- 
cer. A cure can be produced only by 
early extirpation, which, perhaps, may 
arrest the developcment of general tuber- 
culosis. The author has observed four 
cases in Bilroth's clinic ; two of the in- 
dividuals were thirty-two years of age, 
the others sixty eight and seventy. In 
three cases the ulcer was extirpated, and 
healing took place in a few days. In 
the excised pieces the tissue around the 
ulcer was studded with miliary tuber« 
cles, mostly toward the free sur&ce. The 
morbid process appears to commence 
with a general transtormation of the 
muscular tissue into a homogenous slight- 
ly granular deposit contaioiug preliferat- 
ing muscle- nuclei. Later, the primary 
deposits become confluent, and giant 
cells are formed from the obstructed por» 
tions of the blood-vessels : in some ef 
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theM Nedodil iound cavities filled with 
brown pigment. The growth of the tu- 
bercle appears to take place partly 
thrDugh proliferation of nnclei (without 
cell rormation) in the interior, partly 
through metamorphosis of thcf jieighbor- 
ing tissue. — The t)octor. 

Tartarized Antimony. — Tartarized 
autimony is a valuable agent which has 
fellen greatly into disuse of late years. 
Administered in small doses its action is 
most marked and beneficent. Apart 
from its catalytic effect in the blood, it 
•acts as a sedative, diaphoretic and expec- 
torant. To produce its true power, it 
must, according to Laeunec, be absorbed 
into the blood, and this can only be 
brought about by the admiListration of 
minimum doses. Its efficacy in small 
doses, as an adjunct to purgative reme- 
dies, through its power of relaxing the 
muscular fibre of the intestines, is very 
generally known. At one time tartar- 
ized antimony entered into the composi- 
tion of every febrifuge and expectorant 
mixture, but owing to its being prescrib- 
ed in too large portions, and consequent- 
ly producing great vital depression, it 
lost character as a medical agent. This 
loss of character was, perhaps, also partly 
due to the great revulsion that has taken 
place in the practice of medicine in the 
last quarter of a century. The abandon- 
ment of tartarized antimony we conceive 
to be a very great error. We prescribe 
it daily, in very small doses, with the 
happiest results, and believe, when prop- 
erly given, it possesses special merits. 
In: disregarding its use the profession, 
in our judgment, has lost one of its most 
useful remedies. — Trans. A. Jf« Asa* 



TREATMENT OF N^ VU8 BY SO- 
DIUM ETHYLATE. 



Removal of Moles. — ^The acid ni- 
trate of mercury is recomoiended as eSeo- 
tual for the removal of moles. It should 
be applied with a splinter of wood in 
small quantity for a few seconds, care* 
fully avoiding the sound skin. There 
is no pain of consequence, and the mole 
shrivels away and drops off in a few days. 



Sodium ethylate, which was first ob- 
tained and used by Dr. Brunton in 1871, 
is prepared by adding the metal sodium, 
piece by peice, to some absolute alcohol 
in a wide-mouthed bottle ; cautious addi- 
tion of more sodium until effervescence 
ceases results in the deposition of a cry- 
stalline substance — C2H6NaO — at the 
bottom of the flask. 

The credit of bringing this substance 
and other alcoholic and ethyl ic deriva- 
tives before notice was due to Dr. Rich- 
ardson, who, in a communication on the 
subject to Dr. Brunton, writes : "When 
it is brought into contact with water it 
is decomposed, the sodium becoming oxi- 
dised by the oxygen of the water to form 
sodium hydrate, and the hydrogen of the 
water going to reconstitute the common 
or ethnic alcohol. The change of ethylic 
alcohol into sodium alcohol transforms 
it from an irritant to a caustic. Laid on 
dry parts of the body, the sodium 
ethylate is comparatively inert, creating 
no more change than the redness and 
tingling caused by common alcohol ; but 
as soon as the part to which the sub- 
stance is applied gives up a little water, 
the transformation described above oc- 
curs, caustic soda is produced in contact 
with the skin in proportion as water is 
eliminated, and there proceeds a gradual 
destruction of tissues, which may be 
moderated so as hardly to be perceptible, 
or may be so intensified as to act almost 
like a cutting instrument." 8|>eaking 
of the practical uses of sodium and po- 
tassium alcohols, the same writer says 
that he does not yet see the means of ap- 
plying them internally, but predicts for 
them a very extended application for ex- 
ternal purposes, they being most potent 
caustics, 6. g, for the destruction and re- 
moval of malignant growths beyond the 
reaob of the knife by application to the 
surface, or by subcutaneous injection 
into the growths. Applied direct to the 
unbroken skin, their destructive action 
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is less painful tbao wonld be expected, 
and when pain is felt it may be checked 
qnicklj by dropping on the part a little 
chloTotbrm, whicb decomposes the alco- 
hol, converting it into a chloride salt 
and ether, — LouiavtUe Med. Newt. 

SPINAL CURVATURES. 

Dr. Macleod tried other subetanoes 
besides plaster of Paris, Btich as paraffin, 
gine, starch. Glue did pretty well, but 
was not equal to plaster ; while paraffin 
did not do well, and was dirty to nandle. 
He also pointed out that instead of 
Sayre's suspension apparatus, it was easy 
to improvise with a room door an ar- 
rangement that would serve the pur- 
pose. As regarded abceeses, which some- 
times occurred in Pott's disease, Sayre, 
who did not believe in antiseptic surge- 
ry, opened them freely, and cleansed out 
the abcese with Peruvian balsam (an 
antiseptic). Dr. Macleod then demon- 
strated minutely the further treatment 
for abscesses. He also showed by means 
of a model that, as proved by Sayre, in 
what was usually called lateral curva- 
ture, there was a rotation of the bmliea 
of the vertebrsB upon themselves. On 
this account he (Sayre) had substitut«d 
the term " Rotary Lateral" for lateral, 
as being diecriptive of the exact state of 
matters. In regard to this kind of cur- 
vature, all the ordinary kinds of ap- 
paratus went on the wrong principle, and 
did harm. The object was to get back 
muscular tone, and this wss done by ex* 
erciaing the muscles which had lost their 
enei^. Mere lateral pressure would 
do no good at all. The spine must be 
straightened by self-suspension several 
times daily, for months at a time. The 
hand on the concave side siould be held 
uppermost. After a considerable ezper- 
ienoe of these cases of curvature, he had 
no hesitation in saying that Sayre's treat- 
ment of them was very &r in advance 
of any former methods of treatment 
which he had tried. — QUugow Medical 
JimmaL 



EpiTHELtOHA. — Dr. Duhring, in the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, remarked : 

Epithelioma, as a rale, was found on 
older persons. The affection belonged ■ 
to the flat Of superficial variety of epith- 
elioma, and the treatment appropriate to 
the case waa cauterization ny means of 
caustic potassa. The knife was not call- 
ed for in this Instance. The solid stick 
of potassa fusa was then applied, going 
slowly over every portion of the diseased 
structure, and allowing the influence of 
the caustic to penetrate a little below and 
beyond the diseased tissue in every di- 
rection. It was not necessary, Dr. D, 
said, to use any pressure or force, but 
the caustic should ne brought most care- 
fully in contact with every panicle of 
the growth, lest recurrence should take 
place, and a second operation be requir- 
ed, When the action of the caustic had 
gone far enough, it was limited and 
checked by the application of dilute 
acetic acid. The pain of the operation 
was quite s^srp and severe, but ceased 
almost immediately upon the application 
of the acetic acid. The patient was di- 
rected to dress the part simply with lint 
soaked in olive oil ; the dressing to be 
removed twice daily and the wound 
cleansed. — Med. and Surg. Reporter. 

The Ointment of Nitrate of Silver i» 
a new thing in pharmacy. When ni- 
trate of silver is attempted to be mixed 
with lard or most organic bodies it is 
decomposed, and the ointment tuma 
black in color. The property of vaseline 
not being decomposed by nitrate of sil- 
ver was discovered by a French physi- 
cian, who desired to use it in ophthatmlo 
practice. He found it inalterable, and 
wrote to Mr. E. Fougera announeing hi» 
discovery. I have succeedbd in making 
an ointment containing one part of the 
powdered crystnlJEed nitrate of silver to- 
two parts of vaseline. Suppositories of 
nitrate of silver for urethral and nterine 
diseases can be made with parafBne and 
vaseline as a base. — Drug (Jr. 
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ISTESTINAL GAS — FlATDLENT DYS- 
PEPSIA. — Dr. Eada (in Sc, Med. Jour.) 
in a case of the above character " pre- 
scribed tinct. Colocynth gtt. i., water 
5iv.; gave a teaspoonfitl every three or 
four Doura uotil relieved. Next day 
found my patient perfectly free from 
pain, no wind in stomach or bowels — 
the first permanent relief obtained for 
two months. The treatment was con- 
tinued for a few days only, the patient 
thinking herself well, discoDtinued it. 
In a short time the flatulency returned, 
but not as severe as before. Ordered the 
above prescription to betaken whenever 
there is any gas in the stomach or bow- 
els. Pregnancy was now in the eighth 
month. Hoping there would be no fur- 
ther trouble afler confinement, that time 
was looked for with great interest. 

January 10th, 1878, delivered patient 
of a fine 8-!b. male child; recovery after 
confinement good, even better than was 
expected ; considerable trouble the first 
three weeks with inleatinal gas, but re- 
lieved every time with colocynth. When 
the babe was about three weeks old it 
began to sufler very much like the 
mother with an accumulation of intesti- 
nal gas. Colocynth gtt, ij, water 5'j- ^ 
teaepoonful three times a day, gave 
prompt relief. Now nine months since, 
mother and child both well. I believe 
<»locynth to be a specific in the above 
condition." 

Ipecac. — The effects of ipecac on the 
economy are very similar to those of an- 
timony, save (hat it does not act on the 
blood, and therefore can not be ranked 
as an antiphlogistic. Asa neurotic, dia- 
phoretic and expectorant, its power is 
unmistakable, its influence on the mu- 
cous membrane, in minute doses, is most 
interesting. We have seen cases of per- 
sistent vomiting, which had continued 
for days, arrested by small quantities of 
this drug, all other meanu having failed. 
Very large doses of ipecac have been 
suggested recently in dysentery, and its 
use m tbis way, if we are to believe the 



journals, has been very successful. We 
have had no personal experience in this 
matter, but we can readily understand in 
what manner nauseating or emetic doses 
of ipecacuanha might, iiy their relaxing 
effect on the whole systeoi, influence the 
rectum itself. Small quantities of ipe- 
cac, in combination with opium, have 
almost a specific action in dysentery, 
particularly if they follow the adminis- 
tration of a saline aperient. In no form 
is the potency of small doses of ipecac so 
apparent as in the troche or lozenge, 
where its specific action on the mucous 
sur&ce of the throat and bronchi, be- 
comes at once evident. — Jb. 

Ovariotomy Supebseded. — A pro- 
posal has been brought before the Paris 
Academy of Sciences by M. Tripier to 
establish a fistular between the cavity 
3f an ovarian sac and the ext«rior. He 
has tried it in one case with success. 
The interior of the sac can in this way 
be wa*ihed ont or treated with iodine in- 
jections or cauterised. He ban used in- 
jections of iodised water daily. The 
gal vano-caustic is used to establish the 
fistula. This operation is leas formida- 
ble than ovariotomy, and can be easily 
carried out, but, of course, is not devoid 
of danger, but it may be applicable in 
eases where gastrotomy is refused or in- 
applicable. With regard to injections, 
they should not be too strong. We may 
point out that death from poisoning by 
iodine has been recorded where the drug 
was injected. This operation may be 
compared with electrolysis &r ovarian 
dropsy. — The Doctor. 

Ueea Fobmation. — Prof. Gamgee, 
of Owen's College Manchester, has re- 
cently published anaccount of some new 
experiments to determine the seat of the 
urea formation in tne body. The result 
is, the experiments have demonstrated 
that the liver is the principal if not the 
only organ of the body concerned in 
urea formation. — Lancet and CXinia. 
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The Treatment op Diabbhcea by 
OxiPE OP Zinc. — Dr. Jacquier has fol- 
lowed, in the service of Dr. Bonamy at 
Nant^, the good effect of the employ- 
ment oif oxide of zinc in diarrhoea. The 
fomula which he has employed is the 
following : Oxide of zinc, 10 grains ; 
bicarbonate of soda, 7} grains ; in four 
packets, one to be taken eveiy six hours. 
In all the cases which he observed, 
oxide of zinc produced rapid cure of 
diarrhoea. Jn fourteen cases observed 
by Pupgautier, the cure was even more 
rapid, since in only one case were three 
doses of the medicine required. The 
results are consi<lered to have been more 
satisfactory, inasmuch as in several cases 
the malady had endured from one to 
many mouths, and other methods of 
treatment had not produced any im- 
provement. Thus he concludes that, 
although by no means to be held as ex- 
clusive treatment, the employment of 
oxide of zinc deserves to be more gene- 
rally known as useful in diarrhoea. — 
Briiiah Med. Journal, Sept. 28, 1878. 



FiBBOiD Tumors op the Utebus 
Tbeated by Sclebotic Acid. — Dr. 
John Williams reports two cases of ute- 
rine fibroid treated by sclerotic acid. 
This acid dissolves readily in water, and 
in so &r differs from ergotine. One of 
the cases was that of a woman aged 34, 
who had suffered from severe flooding 
for some time. A fibroid tumor was 
detected, and half-grain doses of the acid 
were injected under the skin of the abdo- 
men twice a week. The flooding was 
much reduced, but returned during a 
temporary discontinuance of the treat- 
ment. When the injections were again 
commenced, the flooding was checked as 
before. The tumor was reduced in size. 
Like results were attained in a similar 
case, including a decrease in the size of 
the tumor. The injection caused a little 
pain at the time, but that was all. It 
was followed in about half an hour by 
uterine contractions. — The British Med. 
Jowr.f May 18th. 



NuBSiNG SoBE Mouth as seen in pa- 
tients who seem well in other respects ; 
is generally an index of lowered vitality 
— sometimes in inflamation, the result of 
local nutritive disturbances of reflex ori- 
gin ; the irritation being mammary. In 
the ptyalism of pregnacy we see an in- 
stance of the same etiological kind. 
S'omatitis materna takes the form or 
acute or chronic aural catarrh, also 
aphthous and ulcerative stomatitis. It 
is sometimes very obstinate and intract- 
able. Weaning the child always brings 
about a speedy cure. It is generally^ 
however, amenable to treatment of a 
simple nature. Where, from lowered 
vitality, a tonic regimen — as quinine^ 
porter, iron and cod-liver oil — is requir- 
ed, there are two preparations of the lat- 
ter in the market which I find almost 
equally serviaeable — Scott's Emulsion 
and Phillips's. Many, however, can 
take Phillips's oil that cannot take Scott's. 
Phillips's oil is borne by the most delicate 
stomachs. I consider this preparation 
invaluable for nursing women whose nu^ 
trition is below par. — N, Y, Med. Iteo. 

Death fbom Chloborm. — T. 
Hughes, M. D., in London Lancet of 
November 2d, says : If I were about to 
be placed under the influence of chloro- 
form, I would say, "Never mind my 
pulse, never mind my heart ; leave my 
pupil to itself. Keep your eye on my 
breathii.g ; and if it becomes embarrassed 
to a grave extent, take an artery forcepa 
and pull my tongue weH out.'' It was 
the observance of this simple yet all- 
important rule that enabled the late Mr^ 
Syne to say that he never lost a single 
case from chloroform, although he gave 
it in five thousand cases. Prof Lister 
has done much to enforce this rule of 
practice, and to him is due the credit of 
pointing out the modus operandi of this 
proceeding. He was the first, as I am 
aware, who explained that its action is- 
not mechanical, but is exerted chiefly 
through the nervous system. — Louisviue 
Med. News. 
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Treatment op Pityriasis Versi- 
color. — Prof. Hardy treats this affec- 
tion with sulphur-baths^ or frictions, 
several times a day, with the following? 
ointment^ 1^. Azung. 5 i., sulphur, 3 
8s.; acidi nitrici, ^tt. x. m. Internally 
he gives mineral waters if the case be a 
severe one, and follows them up with 
Fowler's or Pearson's solution of arsenic, 
in doses progressively increasing from 
three to ten drops. The drops are taken 
before each meal in a glass of wine and 
water. 

Dr. Besnier, of the Hopital Saint 
Louis, Paris, gives the preference to 
sublimate baths, or, where these cannot 
be used, to frictions with a soap contain- 
ing pumice-stone, followed by lotions 
with a solution of corrosive sublimate, 
gr. iv. to5iv. distilled water. Where 
Jt is not considered safe t9 leave so 
poisonous a mixture in the hands of the 
patient. Dr. Besnier substitutes the fol- 
lowing simple treatment: Ijotions with 
soft soap, followed by three applications 
of an ointment containing 3ss. ot Tur- 
peth mineral to the ounce of lard. In 
one of his patient8,who8e entire chest and 
back were covered with the patches of 

f)ityriasis, a cure was produced by two 
otions and only two frictions. — Lyon 
Med., May 5 th. 

Acetic Acid Injections in Car- 
cinoma. — Acetic acid, used subeutane- 
ously, in cancer, is by no means a nov- 
elty; but does not deserve to be forgotten. 
It has been revived of late by Dr. T. 
Gies, who states, in the Zidschrift Jur 
Chirurgie, that he effected marked im- 
provement in a case of cancer seated on 
the ramus of the lower jaw, which had 
returned afler operation, and had attained 
the size of a fowl's egg, by the injection 
of acetic acid in the proportion of one 
part of the acid to three of water. The 
tumor speedily underwent reduction of 
size, and was ultimately no larger than 
a hazel nut. The same patient had a 
second tumor, of the size of an egg, be- 
neath the ear, which almost entirely dis- 



appeared in the (X>urse of twenty-one 
days, alter twenty-five injections of strong 
acetic acid. In a woman, again, who 
had a carcinoma of the size of a pigeon's 
egg, in the left mammary gland, ten in- 
jections effected its removal, in great 
part, in the course of a month, reducing 
it to the size of a hazel nut. 



Treatment of Intertrigo in 
Children. — Dr. Wertheimber recom- 
mends the external use of a solution ot 
corrosive sublimate (gr. i. to 5 iijss. wa- 
ter) for the intertrigo of children, and 
asserts that it is the most effective of all 
the remedies recommended for that af- 
fection. The affected spots are covered 
with peices of lint soaked in the solution. 
Sometimes it is sufficient to keep these 
compresses on for an hour at a time,, 
three our four times a day. The cura- 
tive action is v^ry rapid, the redness 
and exudation often disappearing in 24 
to 36 hours. General symptoms, due to 
the absorbtion of the drug, have never 
been observed by Dr. Wertheimber; the 
danger of absorption is not great, as the 
applications do not, as a rule, need to be 
continued more than a few days. When 
the improvement is pretty well advanc- 
ed, dyachylon ointment may be substi- 
tuted for the solution. — Berliner klin. 
Woclienschrift, No. 15. 



SuLPHiTRous Acid for Abscesses. — 
At a recent meeting of the Clinical 
Society of London, Mr. Osman Vincent 
described a method by which he had 
opened eighteen lumbar abscesses with- 
out a fatal result. The abscess was first 
opened and then injected with a solution 
of equal partes of sulphurous acid and 
water, after which a poultice was put on. 
Next day the injection was renewed and 
some tenax applied. The treatment went 
on till the cavity healed up. The injec- 
tion sometimes s^ave pain. Sometimes 
the fluid returned clear, and at other 
times black. When sulphurous acid 
was injected, it acted upon the pyogenic 
membrane, and then pus did not reform. 
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Treatment op Sore Nipples. — 
Dr. Haassman^ of Berlin^ recommends 
very highly the use of lotions contain- 
ing five per cent, of carbolic acid, in the 
treatment of erosions of the nipples. He 
claims that the carbolic acid not only 
cauterizes superficially the eroded spot^ 
but that it penetrates into the openings 
of the smallest lymph- vesels which have 
been laid open by the erosion, and de- 
stroys at once any parasitic germs or in- 
fectious organic substances that have 
been conveyed to the nipple by the 
mouth of the child or the hands of the 
physicians or nurse, or of the woman 
herself. In so doing it prevents the de- 
velopement of almost all inflamations of 
the mamary gland itself. Of course the 
nipple must be carefully cleansed every 
time the child is put to the breast. — On- 
trcdblail for Gynak., No. 10. 



Pyrogallic Acid in Psoriasis. — 
New Remedies : We have already in our 
July number, upon page 208, givei a 
resume of some experiments made with 
pyrogallic acid as a substitute for chryso- 

Jhanic acid in psoriasis. The author, 
^r. A. Jarisch, now reports his complete 
success in the treatment of this affection 
by the agent indicated. At first he used 
an ointment containing twenty per cent 
of pyrogallic acid. This wab, howover, 
found to produce exooriations. Hence 
he has reduced the ointment as ordinari- 
ly used to the strength of ten per cent. 
If spread on muslin, and then applied, 
it must be still further diluted ; other- 
wise it acts as an irritant. Aqueous so- 
lutions should contain about one per 
cent. Pyrogallic acts not as rapidly as 
chrysophanic acid, but it is equally cer- 
tain in its results. — Louisville Med. News. 



Liquor Santal Flava cum Bu- 
CHU et Cubeba. — This preparation ap- 
pears likely to become a favorite pre- 
scription in cases of gonorrhoea and 
gleet. It contains three remedies of 
proved utility in these diseases, the san- 
tal oil especially having a very extraordi- 



nary power to arrest certain cases of 
gleet. Experience has shown this pre- 
paration to possess the same efficacy as 
the santal oil itself. It mixes perfectly 
with water and has a taste by no means 
disagreeable, in which particular it con- 
trasts very favorably with the ordioary 
mixtures it is intended to replace. — Iao^ 
cet and CUnie. 



CoDEiA FOR Cancer of Stomach. — 
Dr. Austin Flint says : With reference 
to treatnient, it is merely palliative. 
Pain in ttiis instance is a symptom to be 
palliated; so also is the vomiting. I 
should say prescribing for the patient as 
now presented^ that some form of opium 
is indicated. I prefer to use codeia, for 
the reason that it is much less liable te 
produce disagreeable after-effects than 
are some of the other preparations of 
opium. I should recommend, therefore, 
that this man take ^ of a grain of codeia 
twice a day. 

Evidences are accumulating in favor 
of nitrite of amyl as a prompt and valu- 
able cardiac stimulant in cases where a 
quick action is needed. Unfortunately, 
however, too many physicians are afraid 
of this useful preparation, notwithstand- 
ing it has never done any harm, even 
when inhaled in half-drachm and drachm 
doses. — Louisville Med. News. 



Chloroform Narcosis. — N. Y. 
Medical Record : Wachsmuth, of Ber- 
lin, asserts that much of the danger irom 
the administration of chloroform may 
be averted by adding to it twenty per 
cent of oil of turpentine, which, he says, 
stimulates the lungs, and thus protects 
them against the great enemy of chloro- 
form narcosis — pulmonary paralysis. — 
Louisville Med. News 



Dr. S. Ringer says, "in ulceration and 
sloughing of the cornea, lead washes 
must be avoided, lest a white compound 
become deposited in the structures of the 
ulcer, leaving a permanent opacity.*' 
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PANCREATIC FLUID. 



The pancreatic liquid, according to Th. 
Defresne, contains three distindt ier- 
mentB, of which myopsin dissolves albu- 
men arm/lopain saccharifies starch, and 
steajxm decomposes fats. 

Myopsin forms garnet-colored shining 
scales, which are soluble in water, the 
solution being coagulated by heat; it 
digests 104 times its weight of albumen, 
but does not affect starch or fat. 

Sfeapsin, w^en dry, is in translucent 
flhining scales, which are soluble in 
water. It has no action on starch, but 
decomposes 24 times its weight of fat. It 
is precipitated and rendered inactive by 
acetic acid. 

After washing and drying, amylopsm 
forms lemon-yellow shining scales, which 
saccharify 25 times their own weight of 
starch, are soluble in water, the solution 
being precipitated by alcohol and strong 
acetic acid, and coagulated by heat. — 
Bep. de Phar., June, 244-246. 



Ovarian Dyspepsia. — Dr. Milner 
Fothergill describes a form of dyspepsia 
combined with leucorrhoea, and common- 
ly too with menorrhagia, which depend- 
ed upon morbid conditions of one or 
both ovaries. Experiment has shown 
that irritation of the sympathetic nerves 
of the stomach produces contraction of 
the gastic arterioles and defective secre- 
tion of grastic juicca In aggravated ca- 
ses, there was vomiting of a reflex char- 
acter, as seen in the early months of 
pregnancy and in calculus of the kidney. 
This form of dyspepsia was very intract- 
able, unless its casual relationship were 
remembered and borne in mind in the 
treatment. Blisters over the ovary with 
bromide of potassium, and sulphate of 
magnesia internally, were more effective 
than bismuth and hydrocyanic acid. — 
Med. Ex. {Ijondon), Nov. 1, 1878. 

Iodoform is given in doses of from 5 
to 10 centigrammes (f to 1 J grain) three 
or four times daily, in solution of ether. 



in powder, or in pills. For ointment, 
one part of iodoform is mixed with eight 
or ten parts of fat at the temperature of 
a water bath. Rubbed to a fine powder, 
it is used for sprinkling and dressing 
varicose ulcers, cancerous and syphilitic 
ulcers, anal fissure, etc. Mixed with 
lycopodium, it is used for insufflation in 
vagina, and for sprinkling in the vulvitis 
of children. 



Bi. GABB. OP Soda. — In acid or flatu- 
tent dyspepsia, nothing has been found 
so useful, at least as a palliative, as a half 
or one teaspoonful of the bi. carb. of soda. 
For heartburn it gives immediate relief. 
The opinion of some that it injures the 
coats of the stomach is a mistake. The 
writer knows a man who for twenty 
years has been taking it daily for acid 
dyspepsia. Of late he has been in jail. 
The confinement seemed to increase the 
acid condition of his stomach; so that he 
is taking a half pound of soda per week, 
and yet he has gained in flesh since his 
imprisonment. It is only in cases where 
there is no acid on the stomach, that soda 
proves injurious, and not then perhaps 
by any caustic effect upon the mucous 
coat, but rather by overcharging the se- 
cretions of ti.e system with an alkaline 
element. The excess is usually thrown 
offby the kidneys, otherwise may sur- 
charge the other secretions. In two 
cases we have known it to irritate the 
eyes by affecting the lacrymal secretion, 
causing a smarting and constant tenden^ 
cy to bat them. 

Vulvar Pruritus, — M. Marius Key 
recommends the glycerole of cade as a 
local application in the treatment of 
pruritus of the vulva. The formula he 
employes is one drachm of oil of cade 
to half an ounce of glycerole of starch. 
In combination with it he uses tonics, 
hip-baths and emollient injections, to 
which laudanum is freely added. He 
has only tried this treatment in one real- 
ly rebellious case, but that time with 
success. — Gaz. Med. de Puris. 
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Jhractical Notes and Formulae. 



G. L.GIazener M. D.of Greenville, S. 
C, writes : 
Editor Medioal Record: 

Dear Sir: — In the treatment of 
slight wounds^ cuts, abrasions, and on 
surfaces where the integument has been 
lost, and cannot well be r'^placed even by 
surgical operation. I know of nothing 
in my practice that has done so much 
good as the Balsam of Fir. 

The article I use has been invariably 
obtained from the Balsam or Blue moun- 
tains of Western North Carolina. I 
u<«ua11y make a plaster and cover the 
wound, and let it alone for four or six 
days, and generally have the pleasure of 
finding the wound healed. Generally 
there is no inflammatory condition, but 
if there should be these balsam plasters 
do not prevent the use of cold water ap- 
plications. Last year a little boy 10 
years old was brought into my ofSce w th 
the entire posterior surface of the right 
hand removed by some of the machinery 
in Comperdown mills — the skin being 
entirely removed. After working all 
the blood away, I drew the parts as best 
I could towards each other with adhe- 
sive strips, and then covered with a plas- 
ter of Balsam Fir. No other dressing 
was ordered, the boy was not confined, 
but went at will, and on the 9th day I 
removed the dressing and found nearly 
the entire large surface healed by granu- 
lation. I put on another and less plas- 
ter, and in a few days he returned into 
the mills to his work. 

Shortly after this I was called to see 
a child bitten by a dog. I found a three 
inch gash over the left eye — the wound 
gaping wide. I closed with three 
stit-ches and adhesive strips, and placed 
a plaster as above over these. Four 
days after I removed the stitches and 
found the gash entirely healed. A few 



strips were placed across to prevent ac- 
cidental tearing, no appearance left ex- 
cept a long close cicatrix. These are on- 
ly a few of the many cases in which X 
have used the Balsam of Fir. I have 
never found wounds dressed in this way 
to emit any bad odors, and old sore» 
on legs will assume a healthier appear- 
ance. 



TREATMENT OF DYSPEPSIA. 



The following is the treatment adopt- 
ed at the Demilt Dispensary, New York,. 
ns described by Dr. D. Lewis, in the 
New York JledicalJoumal: 

"B^. Pulv. rhei., 3j 

Sodse bicarb., 5is3 

Ol. menth. vir., g^^ts. iv 

Aquse, Siv. M. 

SiG. — A tablespoonful before meak* 

This ak^iline mixture probably owea 
its efficacy to its stimulating action upon 
the gastric glands — a property of alka- 
lies which has been amply demonstrated 
by many experimenters. When an ad- 
ditional laxative was necessary, a com- 
pound rhubarb pill was ordered at bed- 
time, or, what is preferable in many 
cases, the' pill of aloes, belladonna, and 
strychnia — 

'fy. Ext. aloes, grs. ijss 

Ext. beliadonnse, 
Ext. nucis vom., aa gr. J. M. 

SiG. — One at bedtime. 

In contrast with the above case are 
those patients who are ansemic, and 
complain of the symptoms common to 
that condition — loss of appetite, palpi- 
tation of the heart, intercostal neuralgia 
and headache. In some inotances this 
condition is a natural sequence of pro- 
longed dyspepsia, but is more commonly 
dependent upon other causes, such as 
bad hygiene, overwork, or malarial in- 



SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 



395 



fluences. Tocio treatment is here indi- 
cated, and the following prescription is 
usually effectiye: 

]^ . QuinisB sulph., gr. xij 

Tr. ferri chloridi, Siijee 
AquflB, Siv. M. 

Sio. — A teaspoouful in a wineglass of 
cold water, half an hour after meals. 

An aloes and belladonna pill is oc- 
casionally required at bedtime. 

Plasters have been often prescribed 
. for intercostal neuralgia in these cases. 
Notwithstanding the prgudioe against 
their use, experience here has proved 
them to be a valuable adjuvant in the 
treatment. 

The belladonna plaster (4x6) is the 
one most frequently ordered, and next 
in order the capsicum plaster (same size), 
as now kept by dru^ists. A pitch- 
plaster, with chloral hydrate sprinkled 
over its surface, was tried in several 
cases, but proved inferior to either of 
the others. 

When there was irritability of the 
stomach (probably gastritis), with nausea 
and vomiting, a bismuth mixture was 
oflen ordered — 

^. Bismuth, subnit., 5iv 

Acid, nitric, dil., 5iij 

Tr. nucis vom., 3jss 

Aq. menth. pip., Siv. M. 

SiG. — A teaspoon ful after meals. 
Shake well before using. 

Since it has been pretty clearly de- 
monstrated that bismuth acts mechanic 
cally by adhering to the mucous coat of 
the stomach, it is evident that a large 
"^ dose should be administered. But the 
very large doses given by Lusanne, Men- 
neret, and others (who gave Sj per diem), 
no doubt hinder the excretion of gastric 
juice, thereby causing the cachetic symp- 
toms which those observers found to 
follow its prolonged use. 

Chloral Hydrate Locally Ap- 
plied IN TETANtrs. — Dr. Bigelow re- 
ports in the Practitioner a case of teta- 
nus, caused by a rusty nail penetrating 
the foot, which was relieved in less than 



twenty minutes by introducing chloral 
hydrat. 5 i into the wound after it had 
been enlarged by incision. — Ohio MecL 
Recorder. 



IMPOTENCE AND 8PERMATOIU 

RHCEA. 

Treatment of Impotence and Sperma- 
torhoea. Dr Besird in addition to elec- 
tricity, employs the following : 

Internal treatment consisted in the use- 
of gelsemium, bromide of camphor, er- 
gotin, and lupulin, Gelsemium alone 
was of more value than was usually sup- 

f>osed. A pill made up somewhat as fol- 
ows might be used : 

R Oelaemium } gr. 

Bromide oaiophor 1 ^^rt. 

Ergotin and lupalin aa }gr. 

He sometimes used bromide of zinc 
and valerianate of zinc combined, aa gr. 
i., given in the form of pill, and gradu- 
ally increasing the dose. 

Chlorymal. — Dr. G. B. Sanford re- 
commends in the N. Y. Medical Record 
the following combination as safer and 
more satisfactory than chloroform un- 
combined. 

B. Squibbs ohloroform 1 pound 

Nitrite of amyl .2 draohma 

It is advised that the nitrite of 
amyl be diminished in long and tedi- 
ous operations, and, if it be found neces- 
sary to vary the proportions, the point 
aimed at being to use just sufficient t# 
counteract the paralytic* effect of the 
chloroform. 



The Druggist Circular gives the follow- 
ing as a cheap paint for rough woodwork 
or fences : Six pounds of mt Ited pitchy 
one pint of linseed oil, and one pound 
of brick dust or yellow ochre. It is 
excellent and will stand for years. 

lodoformised Cod Liver OH. — Dissolve 
one part of iodoform in 200 of cod liver 
oil, and add 0.5 of oil of ainseed. The 
dose is a tablespoonful twice or thrice 
daily in phthisis, glandular affections,, 
and scrofula. 
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URTICARIA, OR NETTLE RASH. 

Urticaria is usually the result of gas- 
tric disturbance from indulgeuoe in rich 
and overseasoned articles of diet, and 
will commonly disappear after the use of 
a purgative and the regulation of the 
•diet. For the intolerable itching that 
sometimes attends this disease, prevent- 
ing sleep at night, a dose of quinine will 
be found useful. As a local application 
brandy or whiskey will usually give 
prompt relief. 



Blui Black WBrriNa Ink. 
B. 
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Alleppo galls. bruiB«d. . . .•> jz ( 290 

Bniieed olovea dr. ij ( 8 

Gold wat«r oz Izxx (2460 

Solphate of iron oz. Tiij ( 256 

Sulphario acid m Izx ( 4 

Indif o paste dp. jv ( 16 

Place the galls with the cloves in a 
gallon bottle, pour upon them the water, 
and digest, shaking often for a fortnight. 
Press and filter through paper into an- 
other gallon bottle. Next put in the 
sulphate of iron, dissolve it, add the ac- 
id and shake briskly. Lastly, add the 
indigo, mix well and filter through pa- 
per. The ink is to be kept in well 
corked bottles. The writing is at first 

Eale green but it soon turns to deep jet 
lack. It is not copying, but may be 
rendered such by the addition of sugar or 
glycerine. — DmggisUf Circular. 



Prescription for Amenorrhcea. — 
In amenorrhoea from ansemia and chlo- 
rosis : 

^. Pulv. Ferri. Sulphat., Potass. Carb. 
Purse, aa 3ij; Mucil. Tragacanthi, q. s.; 
M. — Ft. in pill no xlviii. 

S. To be given daily, in doses gradu- 
ally increasing until three pills are taken 
ttfter each meal. — Hosp. Oazette, • 

Antirheimatio Pills (Knoll). — Iodo- 
form, reduced iron, each 3 grammes (46| 
grains); purified liquorice juice, enough 
to make 60 pills, to be sprinkled with 
lycopodium. Two to be taken three 
times daily. 



BITTEB8. 

Wormwood 6 drachms. 

Gentian root 12 

Angelica root H 

Galangal root 2^ '' 

Ginger 2J '^ 

Cinnamon 4 " 

Cloves 45 grains. 

Orange buds 20 drachms. 

Oil lemon 25 drops. 

Oil star anise 20 " ^ 

Oil cassia 30 '' 

To one gallon of whiskey. 

Dose, one tablespoonful. 

TO KEEP PLIES FROM OPEN hOKES OK 
DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 

Oil wormwood 6 drops. 

Olive oil 12 drachms. 

Carbolic acid 8 drops. 

Apply to the sores. 

OINTMENT FOR TETTA. 

Beeswax 6 drachms. 

Lard 2 ounces. 

Carbolic acid 45 drops. 

Add— 
Peruvian balsam J drachm. 

Mix. 

Spread very thin. 

FOR FROSTED FEET AND HANI>8. 

Almond oil i ounce. 

Beeswax .... , i drachm. 

Spermaceti 1 " 

Peruvian balsam J ounce. 

Cone, muriatic acid 45 drops. 

CATARRH SNUFF. 

{Doee not provoke sneezing) 

Tannin 15 grains. 

Powdered rose leaves ... .26 drachms. 

Sugar 25 " 

Mix. 

PIMPLE CERATE. 

Tannin 76 grains. 

Bitter almond water. . 1^ drachms. 
Precipitated sulphur .... 1 drachm. 

Lard 2 ounces. 

Mix. 
— DruggisU Circular. 
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Scientific Items. 



DRAPER'S SCIENTIFIC ME- 

MOIRS. 



The name of Dr. John Draper will 
hold a place in the history of American 
scientific investigation with those of 
^FiSnklin, Rumford and Henry. For 
forty years past he has been a constant 
and devoted student of physical phe- 
nomenay and he has iast gathered into a 
single volume (published by the Har- 
pers) those of his scientific papers which 
deal with the subject of radiant energy. 
It is an octave of nearly 500 pages, and 
is entitled ^' Scientific Memoirs : Being 
Experimental Contributions to a Knowl- 
edge of Radiant Energy.^' It was for 
^his work in this field that the American 
Academy of Science awarded him the 
Kumford Medal in 1876. Even to those 
not unfamiliar with Dr. Draper's posi- 
tion as an investigator, the book will 
give new ideas of the immense amount 
of original work he has done. It would 
take a long article merely to enumerate 
the instances in which he has been either 
the first or among the first in the great 
discoveries of a period remarkable for 
scientific progress, or in the application 
of these discoveries to practical purposes. 
He was the first on this side of the At- 
lantic to follow up Fraunhofer's study 
of the solar spectrum by finding new 
^ lines and showing that they could be 
photographed. In like manner he car- 
ried the work of Daguerre further than 
the Frenchman had dreamed of doing, 
by taking the first photographic por- 
trait of a living subject. He was also 
the first to obtain a photograph of the 
moon, which Daguerre had attempted in 
vain. He showed that the decomposi- 
tion of carbonic acid by plants was ac- 
complished by the yellow rays of light, 
and not, as had been supposed, by the 
violet. He also disproved the current 
notions as to the oistribution of heat 



and chemical energy in the spectrum by 
showing that all the colored spaces were 
equally warm, and that every ray, and 
not the violet alone, can produce chemi- 
cal effects. These are but a few out of 
the many important researches of Dr. 
Draper, hitherto accessible only in files 
of the higher scientific journals, or in 
the transactions of learned societies, but 
now collected in this interesting volume 
and brought within the reach of every 
student.— /owmoZ of Chemistry. 

EDISON. 

Edison, the great inventor, has a lab- 
ortory ia which he is constantly engaged 
in scientific experiments. He has many 
now in progress — "The action of chemi- 
cals upon various substances or upon 
each other, or the phenomena of sub- 
stances subjected to the various forces at 
command. Strips of ivory, for instance,, 
in a certain oil in six weeks become 
transparent. A globule of mercury in 
water, then with a little potassium added,, 
takes various shapes for the opposite 
poles of the battery, retires coauettishly 
or is attracted, forms in whirlpools, 
changes color, or becomes immobile.. 
There is no use at once for these results, 
but they are recorded in voluminous 
note-books. When the proper time 
comes ttiey are borne in mind ; some one 
of them may form the connecting link 
in the chain of an invaluable discovery.. 
Then perhaps he tests for the thousandth 
time his carbon telephone for new per- 
fections, and then goes on carrying for- 
ward a step each of the works in pro- 
gress, or becomes wholly engrossed, ac- 
cording to his mood, in one.' 

Evolution. — ^Dr. Koegel assures the 
world of anthropologists that, he has 
seen and examined men with tails in the 
Sunda Islands, specially among the Da* 
jaks and in the Moluccas. 
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do not break through and steal. Every man can 
become a blegsing to himself and his race, ea& be 
pure and good in his motivee ; iiebie, nnaolftsh, 
generous and honorable in his actions; in a woxd* 
can be a peer amid the grandeur of humao char- 
noter, thai lustrous pole starof mort4l aspirations. 
But men sometimes say, we have no wealth, no 
position ; we cannot in^uenoe others, or benefit 
them by our limited. indi?idual efforts and re- 
sources. This is fallacious logic. True, all men 
cannot be leaders, oomparmtitely few have the 
genius and courage to be the oh ef of a mo7«neat, 
but every subordinate can follow the leader, can 
strive to emulate his perseyerance, his progress! re 
activity, his hopeful spirit, and n^^ble aspirations. 
The earnest, fruitful follower of a good eause, does 
as much for the world, and is as worthy of ap- 
plause, as be who le-ds. However great and 
worthy a le tder he may be he is a puissant figure 
of ** masterly inactivity,'* unless he has oo-cpera- 
tion from hie fellow men. There is no instance 
on record where' the great Napolron ever conceded 
to himRelf or his rare military genius the suecess 
of one of h\B brilliant oampaigotf. Whenerer 
victory perched upon the eagles of France, his 
thanks were addressed to the soldiers of the em- 
pire 

Emu'.ation instead of being enervated by opposi- 
tion, is energised, enthosed,aQd doubly invigorated. 
Indeed, the blows that are struck upon it by sel- 
fish, jealous, malicious and slanderous antago- 
nists, only serve to give it more nerv$ and forcitftal 
power, and swell its watch-word of onward and 
upward to louder and triumphant song. It is 
getting to be a popular belief that a man must do 
something bad before he can ** succeed" as the 
world goes* Yes, as the world goes, ambition is 
an unholy thing, and to attain its unhallowed 
ends it most necessarily use unholy n.ean8 and 
mea»>ures. 

Bui our plea is not for this unclean thing; not for 
a power that will bring a temporary and ignoble 
success to the evil aspirant, and then the ultimate 
overttirow and ruin of him<ielf and others — of 
both leader and adherenta The legitimate emu- 
lation rejoices at the success of all true and 
worthy men ; at the full fruition of every move- 
ment or enterprise that Is truly for the ^benefit of 
individuals, or mankind at large. And'ss a mag*' 
nanimeusvictot noveir ez«lt4 over a fallen foe, so 
the man of true ejiulation feels a profound sym- 



EMULATION. 

The legitimate interpretation of this word is a 
<lesire for superiority attended with an effort to 
obtain it by all praiseworthy means, and without 
any wish to repress, or oppose others. 

There is a nice line ef dtstmction between emu- 
lation and ambition. When the latter is directed 
toward the attainment of excellence, then it may 
become a synonym of the former. But it its true 
sense ambition is an inordinate desire of power, 
or emineoue, most often accompanied with illegal 
means to obtain the object. 

When Woolsoy in the midst of his fallen great- 
ness charges Cromwell to ** FHog away ambition,*' 
he caw by the dawning light of eternity that he 
had used a ruinous and unholy thing as a stepping 
stone to hia own aggrandizement, regardless of 
good or evil to his fellow men, and he then adds 
the deeply portentous words, ** By that sin fell 
the angels " 

Emulntion strives not only for its own good and 
preferment, but also for that of others. It has no 
petty jealousies and selfish interests, and uses no 
tricks of policy and malicious measures to pre- 
vent all other oompetors f^om reaching their own 
coveted goal. The trained racer in sweeping 
around the course fesls but one desire, and that 
is to outstrip all other contestants in the race. 
But take two fine blooded steeds, harness them to 
a vehicle and start with them on a journey. How 
nobly they work together; how beautifully they 
oo'Oporate ; how .he one strives to help the other, 
to emulate his fellow in the discharge of bis duty, 
and accomplish the work promptly and success- 

ftilly 

Emulation Hfts a man rut of personal and ig- 
noble motives, and lifts others with himself into 
the same pure, invigorating a mosphere. It peo- 
ples earth with beings of angelic ki 'Ship, and as 
by ambition the aiigels fSell, so emulation throngs 
heaven* s courts with cherubic and seraphic hosts 
that make the unceasing melodies of the eternal 

oity. 

It is a fallacy to suppose that the richest treas- 
nres'of earth can be had only in exchange for 
l^old, earth's pearls of price, paradoxical as it 
may seem, are to be had**wUhout mon^y and 
without ^rioe " All men. evett tbe humblest, may 
emulate hi^ compeiors iB,wintting those Jdw^ls that 
gold cannot buy, and that are stored where thieves 
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fM^by and regret at the defeat of his fellow man 
who was nobly endeaToring to work out beneficial 
veealtB for himself and the haman race at the 
«ama time* 

As a watohwoid SxeeltUtr has the stigma of 
triteness npon it ; bat so long as man striTss to 
Tsaeh after higher tbings, its sound like I be blast 
of a tilrer trumpet cannot cease to thrill his heart 
as hetasceids the heigths of mans noble aspira** 
ilons. Higher, still higher;, rings like a bagle 
>oall from the myriad tongued Toioee of the age, 
«nd emalatioa stiring within the rising and ex- 
panding sonl of man, answers back the cry an til 
it rcTerberates from the rirers to the ends of the 
•earth. The thologian feels it thrilling the immor- 
tal prineipal within him, as he points to a ohris^ 
tianity whoee erery downward step breaks one 
link in the golden chain that connects mans soul 
to blissful eternity. It makes the pure flame of 
toTC in the heart of the humanitarian burn still 
vnore brightly, till it flashes far up — ever upward, 
towards its natal home in the skies* Higher, si ill 
higher; cries the edncator of youthful minds; 
higher, still higher, is written on the hypotheses 
«f the modern philosopher, and the true scientist 
feels its Toice cheering hie labors as he rcTcals na- 
tures most secret arcana. And higher, still 
higher, should be the watchword of the phyei> iaa 
iis he exploree CTery new field of medical science, 
«nd adapts the choicest of his gathered treasores 
to the relief of soiFering humanity, and the edifi 
nation of the ministers of medicine. It is a spirit 
of high and worthy emulation that must inaogerate 
a system of adTanced excellence and superiority 
in our schools of education, in b th literary and 
medical institutions. 

The present systems, excellent rs they may be, 
are but heralds of future possibilitiee. Though 
the practice of medicine is of date immemorial, 
medical science is only yet in embryo. It is en- 
•couraging to know that so many of our conferee 
are awake to the importance of attaining the high- 
est standard for the profession, and to the convic- 
tion that the professors of medicine must emulate a 
thorough, progressive, philosophical and yet, prac- 
tical exposition of pathologioal science, etc. And 
if proftssors of medicine have this praiseworthy 
ambition, they should receive generous commenda- 
tion and support, instead of discouragement, and 
the evil misrepresentation that endeavors to make 
them become the target for arrows firom lilliputian 
marksmen who are compeled to remain on the 
lower range of the ladder, because they have nei^ 
ther the bright pinions of genius, nor the mighty 
power of intellect, to lift them above the clouds 
of ignorance, and they grope and travel on, with 
no higher aim than that of dispoillog the fame 
and fortune of the man of true emulation, which 
they can never achieve As we have endeavored 
to show, true emulation has no desire to oppose, 
or depose ethers. Its sole object is to reach up 
«fter the highest attainable excellence in that de- 
partment towards which its energies are directed, 
and because is mans duly so to emulate su 
perlorty, and to imbue others with tnesame spirit 
<of laudable aspiration. 

As the years roll by the path of human pro- 



gress becomes more distinct, more marked, a^d 
brighter still with the light of true and sublime 
humanity. May we not hope that the y»ar 1879 
wiU notably illnstrate 6 yet purer and broader 
promise for the AUare, and be pregnant with 
deeds of love, of help to tho worthy emulator ; of 
sympathy, peace, and fhiternal good will. Angel 
visitants, ne doubt, will hover in mid air over the 
earth, and r^oioe with humanity when a new 
year dawns in the universal heart of man that 
shall 

Bflagin the truth and right. 

''Bring in tbe common loveof good.*' 

We again make our grateful acknowledgementa 
to our patrons, and hope they will renew their 
suDscriptions, and continue to aid us by their 
courtesy, kindness, and practical Pi..gge8tio&e. 
We have uniformly received cordial commenda- 
tion and encouragement during the pust year, 
and we hope to repay the confidence and sup- 
port extended us by making the Rbooed still 
more worthy of patronage. The next volume will 
contain additional reading matter, with new and 
improved features; in a word, we shall endeavor 
to have the Rxoobd emulate all that is progres- 
sive, best, and highest in medical science and 
medical journalism. 

Among the notable events in the past year, none 
has been more prominent than the yellow fever 
scourge that has desolated some of the fUrest pors 
tions of our country ; and to our bretheren who 
attacked the monster in its stronghold, is due tbe 
thanks and eulogistic memorials of the profession. 
We sincersly congratulate those who eecaped the 
danger, and for them who fell a willing sacrifice, 
we write this noblest of all epitaphs, ** No man 
hath greater love than this, that he lay down his 
life for another." The names of both these living 
and dead i eroes will he menwria in etema in the 
hearts of their grateful countrymen* 

To our patrons an ' readers we ooriially extend 
the compliments of the season. May the new 
year bring to them a **snroease of sorrows** and 
the boon of earth's best and truest Joys 1 

T. 8. P. 



A NEW MEDICAL COLLEGE IN ATLANTA. 

An application for a charter for a new Medical 
College in AtUnta has been made, and in a few 
days will be legally seonred. We are authorised 
to state that prominent medical men in different 
sections of the South are moving in this matter, 
and th%t a Central Institution of a high order is 
contemplated. 

A Board of Trustees have been appointed, con- 
sisting of tbe 'fallowing gentlemen, to-tvit : 



Hon. D W. Lewis, 
Col. S. B. Huyt, 
Col. Q. T. Dodd. 
Rev. C. W. Irwin, 
Mr. A. F. Hurt, 
liev. David Batter, 



Hon. Alex. H. Stephens, 
Rev. W. F. Cook, 
A. J. Battle, LL. D<, 
Pres't Mercer Univ. 
Thos. S. Powell, M. D. 
R. C. Word, M, D. 



W. T. QoldsmUb, M. D. Rev. H. C. fl«mady, 
Rev. J.J. Toon, Mr. W. W. MoAfce, 

a. M McDowell M. D. 
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OUR JOURNAL FOR 1879. 



An improvement in form and some 
addition to reading matter will be made 
in our next volume^ commenciDg with 
our January ifisue. Our motto is on- 
ward and upward. We have perfected 
arrangements for printing which will 
insure a more successful and punctual 
publication of the journal than hereto^ 
fore. These improvements will add con- 
siderably to our expenses^ and we shall 
therefore expect our readers to show 
their appreciation of our efforts by 

Eromptly settling up dues unpaid^ and 
y renewing their subscriptions. 
We take for granted that every one of 
our present subscribers will renew his 
subscription^ and unless notified not to 
do so before the mailing of our next 
number (January 20th)^ we shall enter 
their names upon the list for 1879. Let 
our friends stick to us, and The Record, 
so useful and practical in the past^ will 
be made more so in the future. 

R. C. WORD, 
Managing Editor. 

PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The Pharmaoeniioal Assodaiion which Msem- 
bled in this city on the 26th ult., was well attend- 
ed bj an inieUigent body of Pharmaoeutiste. Our 
apace does not admit of more than a glance at the 
interesting pro'*eedings. Their cordial reception 
and the elegant repast glTen them through the ef- 
forts ef the Pharmacists and Druggists of the dty, 
seemed to be duly appreciated^ eliciting warm and 
appropriate resolutions of thanks, &c. The dis- 
cussions upon Tarious queries pertaining to the 
preparation of drugs and the properties end qual- 
ities of indigenous plants, &e,, were both interest- 
ing and instrucdTC. In these discussions our 
ftiend Mr. J. U. Lloyd, of the firm of Merrell, 
Thorpe k Lloyd, of Cincinnati, disclosed much 
ready information and thorough knowledge upon 
all matters pertaining to Pharmacy, in which he, 
and the house with which he is connected, has 
acquired a deserTedly high reputation. His ex- 
hibit of chemicals were beautiftil, eTindng neat- 
ness, care and speolal attention to the strength 
and purity of preparations. 



We were struck also with the exhibit made by 
the following houses : 

Wm. B. WAnHBE & Co., in all respects— spe- 
cially in the line of sugar-coated pills. 

MoKnssoN & BoBBiHs, for the same, espedally 
in the line of IWd JSztraeU and gelatine coated 
pills. 

Messrs. Powsms k Wbiqhtkav, a Tery Urge 
and elegant display. 

Pahk Davis k Co., the large and enterprising- 
firm of Cincinnati, made also a rery fine exhibit. 

Jas. G. Stiblb & Co., of San Frandsoo, Cal.; 
their exhibit attracted iLUch attention, copeoially 
in the line of western indigenous plants. 

H. R. MaNsiNo*s Filtering Apparatus made a. 
faTorable impression. 

Ha5CI Beos. k Whiti, Philadelphia, were oa 
hand with a fine display. 

John Wtrh k Bro., Philadelphia, were also- 
represented, making a beautiful and Taried ex- 
hibit of chemicals. 

BosBSGABTiN k SoKS, Manufacturing Chemists^ 
Philadclphia.«-An interesting advertisement from 
this excellent house oommenoes in the present 
issue ef our journal. Their display was truly ex- 
cellent, particularly of the Cinchona »lkaloids 
and the salts of morphia. 

Hbmbt Thatbb k Co., Cambridgeport, Mass., 
who also hi TO an advertisement in present number 
of our Journal, were represented. We were much 
pleased with their exhibit. Their Besinoids and 
Fluid Extracts, sugar coated pills, &c., are of a. 
superior manufiicture. They present a large list 
of new remedies. An old, well eetablishsid and 
reliable house. 

The Botanical display of our fellow cltiien. Dr. 
Grant, speaks well for his information and energy 
in the department of Botany. 

Upon the whole we were both interested and 
delighted with these exhibits as furnishing satis- 
ftkctory evidence of a growing interest and rapid 
progression in the department of Pharmacy in our 
country. 

Db. Lukb p. Blackbubh, of Ky., who will b# 
remembered for his philanthropic efforts in behalf 
of the Tellow Fever Sufferers, has been announc- 
ed as a candidate for GoYcrnor of Kentucky, and^ 
it is believed, will be elected. 



Bbobiptxd '78 and '79.— L. D. Johnson; to Oct. 
'79, J. A. Davidson and Geo. S. DeWolf; '78, T. L. 
Darby, J. W. Herring, W. Bogers, A. B. Leving» 
J. B. Harrison, R C. Ellis, A. F. Durham, G. W. 
Tribble, W. G. Campbell, G. A. Thompson, G. W» 
Earls. To July, '79, G. L. Glaiener, W. B. Jones^ 
J. F. Dorroh, B. J. Gilleland; W. J. Gilliland, 
'79, W. J. GUbert, W. J. Bogers, '79; W. C. Bob- 
inson, '79. 
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PARVULES; 

Hurmviii i>osES fob cmiiDRi:^ and otheks. 

At the solicitation of oor medical frieDds we have prepared this new olaee of preparation^ 
denominated Partules to distinguish them from PUU and GranuUt. Thej are designed for tim 
administration of medicines in minute doses for children, and for frequent repetition in case at 
adults. It is claimed by some practitioners that small doses given at short intervals exert a 
more curative effect. 

JMTTHESE ARE NOT INTENDED TO SUPPLANT THE USE OF PILLS AND GRANULEl 



M 

M 



Price^ 40 Cents per Bottle of 100 each. 

Fooket-oases Aamished with 20 varieties, for the use of oountrj practitioners. 

:Parv. Acidi Arseniosi '....(WABNBB & oo.) l-lOo ga. 

Baarv. Aoidi SaUcylioi " 1-10 • 

JParv. Acidi Tannioi " 1-20 •• 

Barv. AconitiBad: " 1-20 •• 

rwrv. Aloin " 1-10 

Barv. Altuninis.. " 1-lQ 

Tarv. Ammonii Chloridi *' 1-10 

Tarv. Antimonii et Potass. Tart : " 1-100 

l?arv. Amic89 Flor: " 1-6 

JParv. Arsenici lodidi " 1-100 

JBoflrv. Belladoim» Fol: " 1-20 

JPorv. Calomel: " ~ 1-20 

Bwrv. CamphoTflB " 1-20 

IViry. Cantharidis << 1-60 

Pterr. Capsioi " - 1-20 

JParr. Digitalis Fol: " - 1-20 

JParv. Ergotinso " - 1-10 

raw. Ferri Bedaoti " 1-10 

JParvn Gtolsemini Bad : " 1-60 

jPart;. Hydrarg. oum Cretft^ " ^ 1-10 

Barv. Hydrastin " - 1-20 

JParv. lodoformi '' I-IO 

Tarv. Ipecac: ** - 1-50 

Tarv. Morphisa Sulph : " * 1-60 

f orr. Nucis Vomicod ~ '* ~ 1-60 

Tarv. Opii " ~..^ 1-40 

Taarv. PiperinsD " - 1-20 

Partf. Fodophyllini " - 1-40 

Tarv. Fotassii Bromidi '' ~ 1-5 

Tarv. Fotassii Arsenitis " - 1-100 

Tarv. Fotassii Nltratis.. " 1-10 

TiMTV. Qninisd Snlphatis " 1-10 

IBarv. Santonini " 1-10 
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Sent safely bj mail to any address on reoeipt of price. Disoonnt for quantities. 



WTT.T.T A M B. WABNEB 6l CO., 

Kana&ofeorers of Sngar-Coated Fills and Qrannlei^ 



-rooo «r^i>zrK*iT arr "W^tttt. J ThWT. 



